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PREFACE. 

A FEW words will explain what has led to the publishing 
of these pages. The papers which go to make up 

this book, written at different times, are just of the class. 
that disappears entirely unless some care is taken to pre
serve them. As a proof of this, I may state that I had 
looked upon the pamphlet entitled ' England in South 
Africa' as quite lost, until I discovered accidentally that a 
lady in Scotland, Mrs. Taylor, had preserved a copy, which 
she was kind enough to lend me. That pamphlet, written 
from the standpoint of the loyal Cape Colonists, is, in my 
opinion, worth preserving, as it shows that so far back as 
1885, Dutch National aspirations had taken such definite 
form as to lead to the formation of an English political 
association-the Empire League-for the maintenance of 
the English tie. The other papers, too, will, I venture to 
think, be of use to the student of the future. Of my own 
work I shall say nothing, except that, being collected, it 
may, as the evidence of i witness, possibly be of some use 
to the historian who, weighing testimony from all sides,. 
shall seek to arrive at the truth. 

Even the newspaper reports of meetings of the Transvaal 
National Union, containing as they do, though in crude 
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PREFACE. 

form, records of the resolutions passed by that body of 
Uitlanders and of the speeches of its leaders, must reveal to 
future writers much that is important and relevant. The 

terms of the great Petition which was signed by 38,500 
people and contemptuously disregarded by the Volksraad, 
will for ever give the lie to the statement, on the Boer side, 
that the Uitlanders formulated their ' demands • in such 
insolent terms as to preclude all possibility of their being 

granted. The extracts from the address of the . Republican 
Chief Justice, the solemn warnings in the paper written by 
Mr. J. W. Wessels (now a judge on the Transvaal Bench), 

and the able analysis of the Republican Constitution by 

Advocate Auret, printed originally as appendices to my 
;statement for the House of Commons Committee, should 
be of great value to students of South African history. 

To make these papers accessible, I am causing them to 
be reprinted, at my own expense, so that they may be 
placed on the shelves of every library in South Africa and 
-of BOme libraries in Great Britain. 

CHAS. LEONARD. 
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

WE have not prospered in this Colony during the last few 
years, and we are not prospering now. Perhaps it is as 

well that we should have an opportunity of finding out whether 
we are not ourselves to blame for this temporary check in our 
prosperity. Out of affliction cometh blessing, and if one result of 
the trouble which is upon us now should be that we Cape Colonists 
shall cease to call each other hard names, shall understand each 
other better, and, ignoring all supposed grounds of disunion, shall 
determine to be one people, then indeed will our affliction have 
been blessed. Let us look openly and honestly at the conditions 
under which we live, and ask ourselves whether there is any sub
atantial reason why any one section of Colonists should regard 
with suspicion any other section ; and, in discussing with each 
other, let reason, not passion or sentiment, govern us. So shall 
we learn that Heaven has cast us together in this land not to 
examine each other's pedigrees, not to discuss whether we are 
descended from English, Dutch, French, or German ancestors, 
but to live in brotherhood, to learn from one another, and to be 
rivals only in promoting the welfare of the country. We say let 
us ask ourselves whether there is any reason for us to distrust one 
another. 

Now, truth requires that it should be said that there has 
been a breach formed between the two leading races of South 
Africa which did not exist ten years ago, and that certain forces 
are at work tending to widen that breach. The Transvaal war 
BeeIDB to have raised a feeling which did not previously exist (at 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

all events as anything worthy of notice)-a feeling of antagonism 
between English and Dutch. The brave conduct of the Transvaal 
burghers not unnaturally awakened a feeling of pride and enthu
siasm in the breast of persons of the same blood in this Colony ; it 
aroused the attention of the world ; it stirred in the minds ol 
Dutchmen, both in Holland and in South Africa, a dream of a 
future Dutch Empire which should renew the glories which have 
passed away from the Netherlands. But all this enthusiasm has 
worked this country incalculable evil, because it has set on foot 
intriguing between men in the neighbouring republics and this 
Colony. It has given designing men an opportunity of gaining 
their own ends by means of class distinctions, and has produced, or 
at least nourished the growth of, an association which, though its 
ostensible object is to educate the people to appreciate their 
political power and privileges, has indirectly had the effect of 
widening the breach between Colonists who should live side by 
side in mutual respect and friendship, helping, encouraging, and 
811pporting each other. A house divided against itself cannot 
stand. A state tom by internal dissensions cannot prosper. 

Things have come to such a pass that a serious question has 
arisen as to whether we are loyal to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
now it behoves all men who wish to range themselves under the 
banner of law, order, and peace, to ask themselves soberly whether 
agitation shall not cease. It has been doubtoo whether we are 
loyal. We say emphatically that if the great bulk of the Colonists 
were asked whether they wish to live under any other flag than 
the British flag they would unhesitatingly say no, and because we 
believe this to be the case, we ask them one and all, so to act and 
speak now that the few men whose object is to upset the existing 
order of things may be assured unmistakably that the people of 
this country do not want discord and bloodshed, and will not e,·en 
contemplate a condition of things in which every man's hand will 
be against his neighbour. 

It will be asked by some, Who are these men P We answer 
that they are the men who have systematically set about poisoning 
the minds of persons, previously distinguished only for their kiud-
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

liness and good-neighbourship, against Englishmen and every
thing English ; who have week after week in the press held up 
Englishmen to scorn and ridicule, applying to them the foulest 
epithets, who have composed and published verses the sole object 
<>f which was to make the detested 'rooinek• stink in the nostrils 
of the Dutch-speaking people of this country ; and who lose no 
opportunity of misrepresenting the actions of England to men 
who have not the means of forming judgments for themselves. 
Many people who have not thought clearly what the phrase 
means, talk about a ' United South Africa under her own flag,' 
and when asked what flag they mean, say, 'Oh, the British flag.' 
Their dream is idle, but perhaps honest. The several states in 
this country are not now, and may not for a long time be, anxious 
to unite, and to talk about forcing a union is the surest way of 
producing irritation and distrust instead of confidence between us. 
If an Englishmen were to propose such a union under the British 
flag, the cry would immediately be raised that an attempt was 
being made to deprive the Free State and Transvaal of their inde
pendence, and a feeling of hostility on the part of those stat.es, as 
well as many sympathisers in this Colony, would at once be raised, 
which could not but hinder our progress. Do we ever hear of 
8Uch a thing from Englishmen P Never. And the conduct of 
England in giving the Transvaal back her independence, even 
while smarting under disaster, proves most conclusively that she 
has no desire to force her flag on an unwilling people. 

Now, if we respect the flags which wave over our neighbours, 
we expect that the flag which waves over us shall also be respected. 
We have indicated that to impose our flag on the neighbouring 
republica could only lead to bloodshed, and it must be plain that 
to want to hoist another flag over us in this Colony could only end 
in the same thing, for we are not going to change the glorious 
flag of liberty under which we live for any other in the world. 
The men who talk about united South Africa must face bloodshed 
in any case, and we all know what bitter feelings are left after 
war, especially civil war. It would take generations to live down 
the feelings of anger, BUBpicion, and hatred which would arise, and 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

in the meantime we should swfer grievoualy from the pervadin~ 
discord. We ask you, therefore, is such a union possible now P 
and if you are satisfied it is not, then we ask whether any one can 
love his country who, knowing what the results must be, yet per
sists in trying to bring them about. But who are they who talk 
about this scheme P Are they Englishmen P No. They are men 
of other nationalities, many of whom are men who have proposed 
to themselves the abolition of the English flag, but who do not see 
whither their dream of a' United South Africa' would lead them. 
There are a few agitators, however, wlw do /<>reaee the result, but 
who, nevertheless, are most zealous in keeping up this aspiration 
for a united South Africa under her own flag, and we say delibe
rately that these men cannot make us believe that they want the 
British flag. They talk about forming a 'Nationality' which 
ahall be ready to hand when the Union comes, and as they point 
the finger of scorn at everything English, instead of trying to 
unite all olassea in the country, it is clear that they do not con
template that the British flag shall wave over their so-called 
Union. 

Now, if this kind of agitation is persisted in, it must lead, not 
to union, but to civil war and political di880lution, destruction of 
property, ruin, and discord, from which it will take generations to 
recover. And we ask our fellow-Colonists to think carefully 
whether we are not right. We do not think that all the objects 
of the Afrikander Bond are evil, or that every man who belongs 
to it is an opponent of England. On the contrary, we wish it to 
be distinctly understood that, in so far as the Bond has awakened 
the people of this country to take an active interest in the legiti
mate ooncems of the Colony, it has done good. We condemn it 
only for having branches in the neighbouring republics, and in 
10 far as it has given utterance to, or fostered, the growth of anti
English feelings. We condemn Bondsmen also for allowing 
themselves to be dictated to by one or two. But we believe that 
the great bulk of Bondsmen are not disloyal to the British flag. 
We are not all memben of the same natural family, though fate 
baa formed ua into one people. English, Dutch, French, and 
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Germana, to say nothing of other European nationalities and the 
Native races, are highly represented in the population of this 
Colony. We are living at peace under the British flag; free in 
every senee of the term. 

Can any one be mad enough to suppose that any attempt to 
eubetitute for the flag under which we live any other flag would 
not be resisted by the great proportion of us to the bitter death P 
Where, then, would be the union P We do not think that things 
would ever come to such a pass, seeing the loyalty of the great 
bulk of the Colonists; but atill, some men have spoken of these 
ihinga, and ia it not our duty, one and all, to say to them: 'We 
know you and your works; your tools are discord and ruin, and 
your aim ia to rise to the top on the waves of dissensions you seek 
to raise P' Why should we be kept in a state of unrest P Why 
lhould men's minds be needle88ly diaturbed by the dreams of a 
few agitators P 'A little leaven leaveneth the lump,' and the 
views of these sedition-mongers are being spread so artfully that 
many men may absorb the poison unconsciously, and become 
aware of it only after the taint has entered into their very life
blood. We ask them, therefore, not to be beguiled by idle talk 
or clap-trap appeals to 'nationality ' into risking the solid, sub
etantial benefit.a they now enjoy, and into throwing away the 
IAlbet.ance for the shadow. These men are always running down 
everything British in such sweeping terms that we propose to 
eumine our social and political systems, to see what evils we have 
to complain of, and to ask whether, if such a thing were po88ible, 
we could hope to better ourselves by uniting with the Free State 
and Transvaal, pulling down the British flag, and hoisting a 
republican flag of their own. Do not start. Thi& i8 what they 
wnt, and there can be no harm in plainly facing the i88ue, and 
uking ourselves, if only as a problem which will never require 
practical solution, whether with such a change as contemplated 
we should have any greater liberty than we enjoy now, whether 
we should have more freedom in conducting public worship, 
whether we should have greater safeguards against arbitrary 
iaprisomneni or in-vaaion of our properties, whether we should 
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have more control over taxes and the expenditure of public 
money, whether we should be able to express our opinions more 
freely either through the press or otherwise, whether our lands 
and possessions would be more valuable than they are now, 
whether our public credit would be so good as it is; whether, in 
fact, we should be, in any respect, better off than we are now. 

We know that there is a large number of Colonists who, 
through no fault of their own, but from defective education, and 
the peculiar circumstances under which they live, have not 
favourable opportunities of forming independent judgments on 
matters of this kind, and we propose shortly to examine the 
(!Uestion, if our readers will follow us. 

There are two points which we wish to make clear, viz.
(!) That the establishment of the English Government here was· 
beneficial to all classes ; and (2) that the withdrawal of that 
Government would be disastrous to every one having vested 
interests in this Colony. It may be thought that it is unnecessary 
even to assert the first proposition, and for the great bulk of the 
people it is ; but still, there are mischievous agitators who have 
persistently endeavoured to instil into the minds of our rural 
population the idea that England has exercised a pernicious 
influence here, that no good has come to the ' ware Afrikaners' 
from her presence, and that they would have been a good deal 
better off if the English had never set foot in this Colony. And 
it may be fairly assumed, from the expressions which frequently 
fall from the lips of speakers at public meetings in the country, 
that some have absorbed, and still retain, the idea that it would 
have been a happy thing for this country if England had not 
acquired it. 

In order to establish our first proposition, the ref ore, we pro
pose to sketch rapidly the condition of the people under the Dutch 
Government. It must be understood distinctly that we do not 
contend that such misrule as existed at that time could have been 
continued to the present day, nor that anything like such misrule 
would follow the withdrawal of the English Government. We 
simply state facts to show that the English acquisition of thia 
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Colony was beneficial to all classes. Formerly the Government 
-of this Colony was in the hands of the Dutch East India Com
pany, whose sole object was to amass wealth for persons who 
lived in Holland ; and the Governors were simply their servants, 
-0r commercial agents with enormous powers, which they were 
directed to use to the sole end of enriching their masters speedily. 
The Company regarded the Colony as intended for the benefit of 
themselves, not of the people here, and instructed their Governor 
to rule by the doctrine that ' the Colonies should not be freely 
cultivated, or industry be freely exercised therein, lest the 
Colonist should become opulent, powerful, and free.' One of 
these Governors, Van der Stell, cherished the maxim ' that a 
ruined people is easiest ruled.' 

From the earliest period the so-called ' free burghers ' were 
prohibited from purchasing from and selling to any one but the 
Company, which also fixed its own prices for everything bought 
or sold. The burghers had to deliver one-tenth of all their 
produce absolutely to the Company. They had no voice in the 
making of laws, were subject to the arbitrary will of the 
Governor, and could be banished from the country, put to death, 
-0r otherwise punished, after a trial in which he was practically 
the only judge. There were none of the safeguards for the 
liberty of the subject which we hold so dear. Merely to sign a 
petition for the redress of a grievance was a crime which waa 
punished by summary banishment from the country. Men were 
not even free to dress themselves or their wives as they liked. 
The French refugees and their descendants were not allowed to 
-conduct public worship in their own language. Judge Water
meyer, a worthy son of the soil, says of the Colony in its early 
days : ' Despotism had taken deep root. The foundations of 
tyranny were firm. The term " Colonial Freeman " had lost all 
signification of the liberty which Freemen in Europe enjoyed. 
The heads of the Government and the original burghers knew 
that freedom here was a mockery, that burghership was a state 
of subserviency to the Company ..... Dependent on the Govern
ment, if in all things obedient, they might prosper in their private 
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circumstances. But to assert any political right, or to murmur 
against any exactions, entailed confiscation of their all, separation 
from their families, exile to the Mauritius or some other penal 
ltation.' What a picture of degradation this is! During the 
whole of the period of the Dutch rule here the system remained 
the same, and the tyranny and exactions of the Government 
became so unendurable that numbers of burghers moved away 
from the settlements, and, with little save their rifles and their 
Bibles, carved out for themselves homes in the wilderness, where 
they could laugh at the edicts and proclamations of partially 
irresponsible Governors, and the oppression of subordinate tyrants. 
And it is to this oppression and want of sympathy between 
Governors and Government that is to be attributed the backward
ness of the Colony in many respects, and the want of culture for 
which some are perhaps too ready to despise some of our Colonists 
in the remoter parts of the country. 

Nor can it be wondered at that the burghers were in a state 
of open rebellion against the Dutch Government when the English 
came here. Hear again what Judge Watermeyer says of the 
Company : ' . . . . Their principles were false, and the seeds of 
corruption were early sown on their Colonial administration. For 
the last fifty years, at least, of their rule here, there is little to 
which the examiner of our records can point with satisfaction. 
The effects of this pseudo-colonisation were, that the Dutch, a 
commercial nation, destroyed commerce. The most industrious 
race of Europe, they repressed industry. One of the freest States 
in the world, they encouraged a despotic misrule, in which falsely 
called free citizens were enslaved. These men in their turn 
became tyrants. Utter anarchy was the result. Some national 
feeling may have lingered, but substantially every man in the 
0011ntry, of every hue, was benefited when the incubus of the 
tyranny of the Dutch East India Company was removed.' Our 
readers of the present day may open their eyes and say, 'Is it 
possible our forefathers were eo degraded P' We answer that it 
is the sad and sober truth, from which we may learn the practical 
leeeon of contentment with our present political and sober righte; 
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and while thanking the Fates that we did not live a hundred 
years ago, reflect before we allow ourselves to be misled into
endangering the privileges we enjoy. 

It is clear, therefore, that whatever property was attained by 
the Colonists under the Dutch Government was secured in spite, 
and not by the aid, of the Government. There were no roads or 
bridges, no post-offices, no magistrates in many districts, no
provision for education, and scarcely any ministers of religion. 

Before passing from this period, it may be interesting to state
what the population and the wealth of the Colony were at the end 
of the last century. According to the opgaaf lists, there were in 
the Colony (exclusive of British):-

Christians 
Slaves ... 
Hottentot.a 

Grand total 

21,746 
26,754 
14,447 

61,947 

There were 47,436 horses, 251,206 cattle, and 1,448,586 sheep;. 
there were 1832 'loan ' farms in the Colony, and only 107 
•gratuity' lands. The income of the year 1800 was £73,919. 
Things had to be righted and, of course, we have not arrived at 
our present position by one stride. There can be no question that 
6fty years ago Colonists did not enjoy the same privileges as we 
enjoy. There have been many misunderstandings and much 
heartburning, though, on the whole, England's policy has been 
dictated by a sense of justice, and she has ever been willing to
redrees grievances. But we have not space in this paper to trace
the several stages of our growth, and must confine ourselves to a 
abort review of our condition in 1884, which will enable our 
readers to compare things past with things present. 

The population of the Colony at the 
last cell8U8 in 1875 was ... 

Of these there were European or white 
And coloured ... 

11 

720,984 
286,788 
484,201 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Of the whites, 150,000 were of Dutch or French descent, and 
professed the Lutheran or Dutch Reformed creeds. 

When we consider that the neighbouring states were mainly 
peopled from this Colony, it must be admitted that the increase 
is very large. And bearing in mind that the great bulk of the 
land in this Colony is owned by Dutch-speaking people, we can 
scarcely have stronger proof of the benign influence of the 
English Government in this country. 

In 1875 the following were the numbers of the classes of 
stock mentioned :-

Horses .. . 
Cattle .. . 
W oolled sheep .. . 
Angora goats .. . 

205,985 
1,111,713 
9,986,240 

877,988 

And the increase in the production of grain, wine, and other 
products has been very large. 

In 1883 we spent on police and gaols alone £279,649, or 
.about four times as much as the revenue in 1800. 

Our revenue for 1883 was £3,299,017, about forty-seven times 
as much as it was in 1800. We spent last year on education 
£93,999, or more than the whole revenue in 1800, and besides a 
University, have schools in every town and village and in many 
parts of the outlying districts. Facilities are offered by the grant 
.of public money for the establishment of schools in the more 
sparsely populated parts of the country districts. Knowledge is 
.spreading rapidly, and men whose fathers and grandfathers had 
scarcely any means of acquiring knowledge, have made them
selves famous as clergymen, lawyers, doctors, or have by their 
knowledge and enterprise carved out for themselves fortunes in 
commercial or farming life. Look at men in every walk in life, 
and we find that sons of the soil are taking foremost places. 

Do Englishmen, necessarily, occupy offices of power and 
distinction P The Chief Justice, a man of whom any country 
might be proud, is Colonial-born, and so are four other Judges 
-0f the Supreme Court. One of our Ministers is a born Dutchman, 
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and it is well known that Mr. Hofmeyr was asked, but refused, to
be Premier. Nearly all the men at the Bar are bom Colonists. 
Dozens of young Colonists are finding their way into commercial 
and profeSBi.onal life, and hundreds are returning to the farms. 
where they were bom, with their faculties developed by 
education. 

Splendid churches of every denomination have been erected 
throughout the land, and men can worship God in any tongue 
and any form they choose. We have a large number of news
papers printed in this Colony, and so free is this press that many 
people begin to fear that in some instances liberty is running into-
licence. Of these papers some are published in English, some in 
Dutch, one in German, and some in Kaffir. We have good roads 
and bridges all over the Colony ; mountains which were impoSBible 
barriers can now be crossed easily and safely. We have over 
1400 miles of railways, giving hundreds of farmers and others 
easy access to market.a and stimulating production. The country 
is one network of telegraph communications with Europe ; we 
have splendid docks and a large shipping trade, magnificent 
steamers running weekly, and making voyages which formerly 
took three months in three weeks. 

Life and property are safe, and the strong arm of the law is
felt where fifty years ago men contended with the lion and the 
wolf for mastery. The value of land has increased enormously, 
and titles are secured by a system of registration which is unsur
passed, and which is envied by many older countries. We have 
three Superior Court.a, with properly qualified judges, who are 
placed above the influence of Government, and on whose inde
pendence and integrity implicit reliance can be placed. We have 
Circuit Court.a presided over by these judges, sitting twice a year 
in almoet every town and village in the country. We have 
Magistrates' Court.a in every division, with police to preTent and 
detect crimes. Justice is, in fact, brought to every man's door. 
By a recent Act, Dutch may be spoken in the Magistrates' Court.a. 
No man can be convicted of any serious charge except by a jury 
of hie own countrymen. If aggrieved by the decisions of lower-
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Oourl8, we have the right of appeal to higher Courts. Payment 
-0f revenue i8 facilitated by the appointment of Civil Commie
sioners in each division. In every district we have a Divisional 
Oounoil, elected by the people, and this Council controls the 
expenditure on divisional roads and similar matters. We haTe 
-0ur municipalities for the regulation and good government of our 
towns and villages, the Municipal Commissioners being choaen by 
the inhabitants. In fact, we have local self-government in a very 
large measure; that is to say, every one of us, the people, has a 
voice, if we chooee to use it, in the regulation and management 
-0f our own affairs, and if we do not exerciee our privileges 
properly, we have no one to blame but oureelvee. 

We have now touched upon the right to make our own local 
rules and regulations. There are, however, laws which must be 
-0beyed by the inhabitants of the Colony at large, whether they 
live in one district or another. How are these made P A.re they 
paaaed by some despotic Government, without reference to the 
wishes of the people P A.re laws made for one class of people and 
not for another P Can we complain that we have no means of 
making our views or grievances known P Let us eee. We have 
a Parliament choaen entirely by the people. Practically every 
man has the right to be registered as a voter, and to chose who 
shall represent him in making laws or diecuBBing matters of 
importance to the people. No laws can be made except by that 
Parliament ; no taxes can be imposed, nor can money be spent 
unl888 the people, through their representatives in Parliament, 
have consented thereto. Every one has the right to petition 
freely against the imposition of any tax, of the introduction of 
any law which he may be opposed to. Our Acts of Parliament 
are printed and published, and before they become law are freely 
-discussed in newspapers, at public meetings, and in private 
gatherings and byeways. The light of public opinion is thrown 
upon every act of those in authority ; and if their policy be 
-oppoeed to the will of the majority they have to make room for 
others who will more faithfully represent that majority. The 
~ouncils of the nation are held with open doors, and everything 
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that transpires which is worth knowing is reported in the public 
papers ; and thus we, the people, can at once take steps, if 
necessary, to make our wishes known with regard to proposed 
legislation. No race distinction will prevent a loyal Colonist 
from election to Parliament ; and to show the liberal nature of 
our institutions, the debates and proceedings in the House can be 
earned on in either English or Dutch. What more can we 
want P Could we have greater security or greater freedom if 
we lived under a republican fiag P We have the reins in our 
own hands now, and are driving the State coach-let us hope 
without danger of upsetting it. Can we do better than we are 
doing now P We have seen that recent elections have brought 
into Parliament large numbers of Dutch-speaking Colonist.a. 
Does any one say they have no right to be there P On the 
contrary, their election is only the legitimate result of the free 
institutions we enjoy, and a sign that the Dutch-speaking 
aection of the community is now learning to appreciate the 
privileges and understand the meaning of government by the 
people. They are in their rightful place ; and, although many 
of them may be new to legislative duties and general questions of 
eta~ansbip, we do not fear for the result. A process of 
education may be necessary, but the system is right, and we 
have faith in the people and their ability to govern themselves. 
Mistakes may be made ; but have not all people made mistakes, 
and have not all had to gain wisdom by experience P Why 
should we hope to escape the common lot P As education 
spreads, and we all grow wiser and more thoughtful, fellow
Colonists of every nationality will learn to work for the common 
good, and it will be found that the election to Parliament of 
Dutch-speaking Members side by side with Englishmen and 
others will be tbe truest means of dispelling suspicion, distrust, 
or race antagonism. Sitting together in council by their 
representatives, the people will find that Dutchmen have no 
separate interests from Englishmen, and prejudices will vanish 
into thin air. Far from wishing to keep the Dutch Colonists 
inactive, our advice to them is to take an intelligent interest in 
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political matters, to think independently, and not allow them
eelvee or their representatives to be led by the nose by wire
pullers. We feel sure they have too much sense to B.y from the 
good they have to ills they know not of. 

We have now touched upon the main points connected with 
our social and political welfare, and, though there is nothing
original in our remarks, we trust they will not have been useless~ 

Compare the condition of men who can only be convicted by a 
jury with the condition of those who could be deported to penal 
settlements at a caprice of a Governor. 

Compare the absolute freedom of commerce we enjoy with the 
restrictions which prevented the sale of produce to any but the 
Government. 

Think of the difference between every man having a voice in 
making laws and fixing taxes and the Governor having the right 
to make laws as he liked. 

Consider the freedom of the press and the right to speak 
freely. 

Look at the mighty strides we have made under the British 
Government, and see whether our neighbours have progressed in. 
the same way. 

There can be no doubt that, if English rule ceased here, the 
weakness of the Colony and the certainty of its absorption will 
cause thousands and hundreds of thousands of pounds to be with
drawn which are at present invested here for the benefit of 
everybody. Mercantile credit will be st.opped, and as pressure 
came t.o bear on the large firms here they in turn would be 
compelled to press the up-country shopkeepers supported by 
them. The first crash would be only the signal for ruin, utter 
ruin. Farmers would have no market for their produce, men of 
all classes would be thrown out of employment, and people who 
are now able to hold their heads up in honest pride would become 
paupers. What, for instance, would be the result, t.o farmers
especially, of a general calling up of bonds P The Supreme 
Court would be busy for a time, hundreds of farms would be 
brought to the hammer: the farmers not having the money, and. 
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not being able to find any one to. lend them any. There woald be 
no purchasere, and landed property would fall 80 in price that. 
thouaande would be ruined. 

If any illuetration is wanted of the evils which would follow, 
·we have but to look at the Transvaal. After the war blllineea 
men simply evacuated the. country, bank.a were closed, • and 
businees came to a standstill. It is true the goldnelds have 
.eaued eome bueineu, but there is stagnation everywhere, and 
farmers who fought against England are now longing for English 
money. No public works have been undertaken, and pa.blio 
-credit is 80 low that no one in Europe would lend the St.at.e 
£100,000. How pregnant with meaning this is when we 
-eonsider that there are many private firma in this Colony tha& 
have a larger credit. 

The same results would follow in this Colony : and inaamuoh 
u we have made greater progreea, and have more to 1018, the 
.consequences would be more serious to us. Among other thingt, 
there would be a complete revolution in our Government and it.a 
departments, and all the machinery of the law would be put out 
of gear. 

Can a young Colony which has no manufactures, and doee not 
.even produce wheat, butter, grain, &c., for its own ooneumption, 
which is compelled to go to England for loans to prosecute publio 
works, and which has not the men or money to keep up the foroe 
which would be n80888&l'Y to protect it from invasion, hope to 
stand alone as a free, independent, and powerful republic P No, 
we answer emphatically, no. 

Some readers may ask whether there would be any danger 
.of this country being sought after and conquered by other large 
Powers. We can only ask them to consider the events whioh 
have taken place recently. The Germane are increasing faster 
than any other European people, and are being forced to fuul 
outlets for their redundant population. In the past tboUM11ds of 
her eone have settled in British Colonies, where they have large 
fJQJD.I at stake now. A strong feeling is growing in Germany 
-that her eona should not, on emigrating, loae their nationality ; 
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and· ihe only way to prevent this is to acquire ooloniee, ,rhiiher 
they eoald emigrate and form German oommunitiee; and there 
ia beyond doubt a powerful coloniaing movement going on 
throughout the length and breadth of the Vaterland. That 
movement baa resulted in the anneution of Angra Pequena, in 
oar irnrneiliate neighbourhood; and it ia alleged that the Germans 
are seeking a footing on the East Coast in the direction or 
Delap Bay. Are not theee things eignifi.cantP We think that 
Germany would respect the rights of the English in this Colony; 
but we feel 8111'8 that the withdrawal of the English Government 
would remove all restraint, and that ahe would hoist her flag here
before any other Power had a chance of obtaining a footing. 
The Cape Colony is different from the inland republica, being, in 
fact, one of the most important of the outlying poaitiona of the
world, and it would never be left unoccupied by one or other of 
the great European Powers. We go further, indeed, and say that 
if England withdraws, Germany would be justified, almost boun~ 
to est.end the protection of her strong arm over the large number8' 
of her 111bjeota who have settled and have great invested interests. 
here, which interests would be brought into jeopardy if the
Oolony were left to itself ; and we are 111re this and other reuons 
would be diacovered by Germany for immediate protection. 

Under the German system every man must serve 88 a eoldier 
for a oert.ain period, and we do not think such cornpuleory military 
eenice would be reliahed by the Cape Colonists. 

Compare the h"berality of the Government which allows Dutch 
to be apoken in Parliament and in Court, instead of stamping out 
the language of the Dutch, 88 the Dutch formerly stamped out the 
language of the French, or 88 the Germans are now at.amping out 
the language of the Danes in Schleswig-Holstein. 

Think of the credit we en.joy, and the value which is imparted 
to all our poaseuions by the mere fact that we are protected by 
the flag of England, and then let us ask ourselvee whether, 
8IIIIIIDing we would be able, under a republic of oar own, to
aecme all other privileges, it would not be folly, by parting 
company with England, to lower the value of everything, to-
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Cl&1ll8 money to be withdrawn from the country, t.o create such 
tlistrad of oar eeourities 88 would prevent our getting loans in 
Buope, and t.o panlyee trade P We would be t.oo weak t.o resist 
foreign invasion, and, even if it never came, the J>081DDility of 
it would deter capitalist.a from investing money here. Let the 
refua1 of capitalists in Europe t.o lend the Transvaal money teach 
... 1-m. 

Indeed, we know our Dut.ch friends t.oo well to think that they 
would prefer German domination, with enforced military aervioe, 
t.o English rule. Even if they are not all fired by that ardent 
attachment to England which perhape can only be expect.ad to 
anim• men of English desoent, they know their own interests. 
We again say we think the vast majority of Colonists do not wish 
for change of flag, and we oa1l upon them t.o discourage th-, 
upirations of the minority after things which can never come 
about. England never will, never can, give up this Colony, and 
we Colonists never can give up England. This being the oaee, 
let us forget race distinctions which are by intermarriage fast 
fading away, and which community of interests should force into 
oblivion. Some Englishmen have spoken slightingly of Dutch 
people, and thia has oaueed soreness. Some Dut.ohmen profees 
oontempt and distrust of Englishmen. There is no cause for these 
things beoomiug general. There are good and bad among all 
peoples, and good faith and feeling should command our ~ 
by whomaoever they are shown. But if a Dut.chman or an 
Englisbrnan finds dishonour or discourtesy shown in oocasional 
inat.anoes, do not let him put down the whole race of English
men or Dut.chmen 88 dishonourable or disoourteon& Patient and 
good-temperecJ enrniuat.ion of facta will dispel a good many of 
oar fancies. The whole burden of our tale is that we do not 
believe oar oonclition is t.o be bettered by political nostrums. 
What we want is rest, concord, and close attention to the oalling& 
by which we earn our livelihood. Talk about flags and nation
alitiee will not bring the farmer more grain, wine, wool, ostrich 
f•then, the mines more diamonds, or the merchant more profit. 
We bow well that if the farmer prospers, the merchants and 
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Gther o1aaaea flourish, jut as we know that ii the trading c~ 
mffer, the farmer muat be injured. The sareet way to benefit th@ 

whole body politic ia for each member of the commonwealth tt 
apend all hia energies in the work by which he lives, and tQ 
endeavour legitimately to promot.e hia own int.ereeta by indutry 
and ent.erprise. 

Our aons and daught.ers are learning together at the same 
aohoola, worshipping together, playing cricket, football, and tennia 
together, int.ermarrying, and mixing with eeoh other in every 
phase of Oolonial life. Are not our very churches uaed to aooom
modat.e both Dutch and English congregations, who worship the 
a.me God in the eame manner P This ia the true way to be 
UDit.ed, and it will be owing to influenoee 1Uch as theee that we 
ahall be able, when the time comes, 88 oome it will, to say, Now 
we are indeed brothers. We can hut.en or delay that true union. 
Will not Ooloniats prefer to haaten it P 

Let us, the inhabitants of the Cape Oolony, be swift to 
recognise that we are one people caat together under a glorious 
flag of h"berty, with heada clear enough to appreciat.e the freedom 
we en.joy and hearts reaolut.e to maintain our true privileges ; let 
118 desist from reproaching and insulting one another, and, re
joicing that we have thia goodly land as a common heritap, 
remember that by united action only can we realiae its grand 
poea1oilitiee. We belong-both of us-to a home-loving stock, 
and the peace and prosperity of every home in the land ia at 
stake. On our action now depends the question whether we ahall 
live in their memory 88 promot.era of civil strife, with all it. 
miserable consequenC88, or 88 joint architects of a happy, piw
peroua, and united State. Each of us looka baok to a noble put,, 
Unit.ed, we may ensure to our deecendants a not unworthy future. 
l>iaunit.ed, we can hope for nothing but stagnation, misery, and 
ruin. la thia a light thing P 
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THE MANIFESTO OF 1895. 

·1 F I am deeply 88D8l°ble of the honour conferred upon me 
by being elected Chairman of the National Union, I am 

profoundly impreaaed with the responml>ilities attached to the 
position. The issues to be faced in this country are ao mo
mentous in character that it baa been decided that, prior to the 
holding of a public meeting, a review of the condition of affairs 
-ahould be placed in your hands, in order that you may consider 
matters quietly in your homes. It has also been decided that 
it will be wise to postpone the meeting which was to have 
taken place on the 27th December until the 6th day of lanuary 
next. 

On that day you will have made up your minds on the variou 
points submitted to you, and we will ask you for direction u to 
our future course of action. It ia almoet unnecessary to reoount 
all the steps which have been taken by the National Union, and 
I ahall, therefore, confine myself to a very short review of what 
has been done. 

THB TimBB PLANKS. 

The constitution of the National Union ia very simple. The 
three object.a which we set before oureelves are: (1) The maint.en
ance of the independence of the Republic; (2) the securing of 
equal right.a ; and (3) the redress of grievances. This brief but 
comprehensive programme baa never been lost sight of, and I 
think we may challenge contradiction fearlesaly when we 88881't 
~ we have constitutionally, respectfully, and eteadily proee
Cllted our purpoee. Last year, you will remember, a respectful 
petition, praying for the franchise, signed by 13,000 men, wu 
received with oont.emptuoua laughter and jeers in the Volbnad. 
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This year the Union, apart from smaller matt.ere, endeavoured tCP 
do three things. 

Tm& RAAD ELBCrlON. 

First, we were told that a progressive spirit was abroad, that 
twelve out of twenty-four members of the First Volksraad had to 
be eleet.ed, and we might reasonably hope for reform by the type 
of broad-minded men who would be elect.ed. It was therefore 
resolved that we should do everything in our power to assist in 
the election of the best men who were put up by the constitu
encies, and everything that the law permitt.ed us to do in this 
direction was done. 

DIBAPPOINTBI> HoPzs. 

The reeult has been only too disappointing, as the record of 
the debat.es and the division list in the Volksraad prove. We 
were, moreover, told that public speeches in Johannesburg pre
vent.ed the progressive members from getting a majority of the 
Baad to listen to our request.a, that angry passions were imlamed. 
and that il we would only hold our tongues reform would be 
brought about. We therefore resolved in all loyalty to abstain 
hom inflaming angry passions, although we never admitt.ed we 
had by act or speech given reason for legislators to refuse justice 
to all. Henoe our silence for a long time. 

THB RAILWAY OoNCESSION NEXT. 

We used all our influence to get the Vol.karaad to take over 
the railway conoesaion ; but, alas ! the President declared, with 
tears in his voice, that the independence of the country was 
wrapped up in this question, and a submissive Raad swept the 
petitions from the table. 

THE FRANCHISE PBTITIOl!f. 

Our great effort, however, was the petition for the franohiae, 
with the moderat.e t.erms of which you are well aoquaint.ed. This 
petition was signed by more than 38,000 pereona. What wu 
the result P We were oalled unfaithful for not naturalising 
ounelvee when naturaliaation means only that we should give up 
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our original oitisenebip and get nothing in return, and become 
abject to disabilities. Members had the calm 888Ul'ance to state, 
without any grounda whatever, that the signatures were forgeries; 
and, worst of all, one member in an wflammatory speeoh challenged. 
aa openly to fight for our rights, and his sentiment seemed to 
meet with considerable approval. This is the disappointing result 
of our honest endeavours to bring about a fusion between the 
people of this St.ate, and the true union and equality which alone 
can be the basis of pl'08p8rity and peace. You all know that as 
the law standa now, we are virtually excluded for ever from 
setting the &anchise, and by a malignant ingenuity our children 
born here are deprived of the rights of citizenship unless their 
lathere take an oath of allegiance, which brings them nothing but 
diaabilitiee. 

THB Bl'ITBR CRY OF THB UITLANDBR. 

We are the vast majority in this State. We own more than 
half the land, and, taken in the aggregate, we own at least nine
tenths of the property in this country ; yet, in all matters 
affecting our lives, our liberties, and our properties, we have 
abeolutely no voice. Dealing now first with the Legislature, we 
find taxation is imposed upon us without any representation 
whatever; that taxation is wholly inequitable, (a) because a much 
greater amount is levied from the people than is required for the 
needs of the Government ; (l>) because it is either class taxation 
pure and simple, or by the selection of the subjects, though 
nominally universal, it is made to fall upon our shoulders ; and 
(c) becauae the nece88&ries of life are unduly burdened. 

ABusB OF PUBLIC ExPBNDITUR& 

Expenditure is not controlled by any public official indepen
dent of the Government. Vast Sllll18 are squandered, while the 
Secret Serrioe Fund is a dark mystery to every one. But, esaential 
u &he power to control taxation and expenditure is to a free 
people, there are other matters of the gravest importance which 
are equally preoioua. The Legislature in this country is the 
aapreme power, apparently ucontrolled by any fixed Constitution. 
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The obanoe will ot a majority in a Legia1atme eleot.ed by oi. 
third of the people is capable of dominating ua in fJV8r'f rela&ion 
,of life; and when we remember that thoae who bold power belong 
to a different race, epeak a different language, and have different 
pursuits from ounelvee, that they regard us with n1pioion uul 
even hoetility, that, aa a role, they are not educated men, uul 
that their puaiom are played upon by UD.BOrupuloua advaD.tmen, 
it must be admitted that we are in very grave danger. 

TluBUTB TO TBB MODBUTB8. 

I think it is but just to bear tribute to the patriotic endeaVOUI 
,of a small band of enlightened men in the Volkaraad, who haft 
earnestly condemned the policy of the Government, and warned 
them of it.a danger. To Mr. Jeppe, Mr. Lucas Meyer, the De 
Jagers, Mr. Loveday, and a few others in the First Raad, leaving 
,out the Second Raad, we owe our best thanks, for they have 
fought our battles and confirmed the justice of our caue. But 
when we look to the debates of the last few years, what do we 
find P All through a spirit of hostility, all through an endeavour 
not to meet the just want.a of the people, not to remove grievancee, 
not to establish the claim to our loyalty by just treatment and 
equal laws, but to repress the publication of the truth, however 
much it might be required in the public interest, to prevent ua 
from holding public meetings, to interfere with the Oourta, and 
to keep us in awe by force. 

Tu. PoWBBS OP THB BxBctmVB. 

There is now threatened a danger even greater than thoee 
which have preceded it. The Government is seeking to get 
through the Legislature an Act which will vest in the Executive 
the power to decide whether men have been guilty of eedition, 
and to deport them and oonfiecate their goods. The Volbrud 
hae by resolution affirmed this principle, and hae instructed the 
Government to bring up a Bill aooordingly next seuion. To-day 
this power rests justly with the Courte of Law; and I oanonly •Y 
that, if this Bill beoomee law, the power of the Executive Govem-

26 

Digitized by Google 



TBB JU.NIPBSTO OJ' 1896. 

1D1Dt of this ooantry would be 88 abeolute 88 the power of the 
Oar of Rueaia. We ehall have aaid good-bye 6nally to the Jut 
prineiple of h1,erty. 

Pll8IDDT KauoBR INDICTBD. 

Coming to the Executive Government, we find that there ia 
no true reaponaibility to the people, none of the great department.a 
of State are controlled by Ministerial ofti.cera in the proper aeme. 
The President's will ia virtually npreme, and he, with his unique 
influence over the legislators of the House, State-aided by an 
able, if hoetile, State Secretary, has been the author of every Act 
directed again.at the hl,ertiee of the people. It is well that thia 
ahould be recogniaed. It is well that President Kruger should 
be known for what he ia, and that once for all the false pedestal 
on which he has stood so long ahould be destroyed. I challenge 
contradiction when I state that no important Act has found a 
place on the statute-book during the last ten years without the 
aeal of President Kroger's will upon it-nay, he is the father of 
every nch Act. Remember that all legislation is initiated by 
the Government, and, moreover, President Kruger has expreealy 
npported every Act by which we and our children have been 
deprived by progressive steps of the right to acquire the franchise, 
by which t.axation has been impoeed upon us almost exclusively, 
and by which the right and the liberty of the preaa and the right 
of public meetings have been attacked. 

TH• JUDOBS AND TBB L1BBJLTY op THB SusJJ1:cr. 

Now we oome to the judicial system. The High Court of thia 
country has, in the absence of representation, been the eole 
guardian of our hoerties. Although it has, on the whole, done 
its work ably, affairs are in a very unsatisfactory position. The 
ludgea have been underpaid, their salaries have never been 
eecure, the moat undignified treatment has been meted out to 
them, and the status and independence of the Bench have on 
more than one occuion been attacked. A deliberate attempt wu 
made two years aso by President Kruger and his Government 

27 

Digitized by Google 

II 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH A.FRIOA.. 

tD reduce the Bench . t.o a position subordinat.e t.o the Executive 
Ooancil, and only recently we had in the Witfont.ein matter the 
last of the eases in which the Legialature int.erfered with vestecJ 
rights of action. The administration of justice by minor ofti.ciala. 
by native com.miaaioners, and by field - comets, has produced. 
and is producing, the gravest 1Ull'88t in the country; and, laetly • 
gentlemen, 

Ts1: GB.BAT BoLWAJU[ or L1sun, 

the right t.o trial by jurymen who are our peers, is denied t.o 11& 
Only the burgher, or naturali.eed burgher, is entitled t.o be a jury
man ; or, in other words, any one of ua is liable t.o be tried upon 
the gravest charge possible by jurymen who are in no senae our 
peers, who belong t.o a different race, who regard ua with a 
great.er or leaa degree of hostility, and whose passions, if imlamed 
might prompt them, as weak human creatures, t.o inflict the 
gravest injustice, even t.o deprive men of their lives. Suppoeing, 
in the present t.ense condition of political feeling, any one of ua 
were tried before a Boer jury on any charge having a politioal 
flavour about it, should we be tried by our peers, and should we 
have a chance of receiving even-handed justice P 

Tin Ssc:DT S1:Rv1c1: FoND. 

When we come t.o the administration, we find there is the 
grossest extravagance, that Secret Service moneys are squandered, 
that votes are exceeded, that the publio credit is pledged, as it wu 
pledged in the ease of the Netherlands Railway Company, and 
lat.er still in the ease of the Selati railway, in a manner which is 
wholly inconsist.ent with the best int.ereste of the people. 

8QUA.NDKJllNG THB PuBLIC RBVENUB, 

The Delagoa Bay festivities are an instance of a reokleia 
disregard of a parliamentary vot.e ; .£20,000 was voted for theee 
ueleBB festivities; about £60,000 was really expended, and I 
believe certain favoured gentlemen hailing from Holland derived 
the principal benefit. It is said that £400,000 of our money hu 
been transferred for some extraordinary purpoee t.o Holland. 
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Beoently, £17,000 ia said to have been eent out of the country 
with Dr. Leyda for Secret Service purposes, and the public audit 
eeem.a a farce. When the Progr888ive members endeavoured to 
get an explanation about large 8UID8 of money, they were silenced 
by a vote. of the majority prompted by President Kruger. The 
administration of the public service ia in a scandalous condition. 

A OouuPT LBGISLATURB. 

Bribery and corruption are rampant. We have had members 
of the, Raad accepting presents of imported spiders and watohea 
wholesale from the men who were applying for concessions, and 
we have the singnlar fact that in every instance the recipient of 
the gift voted for the concession. We have the President openly 
stating that 8Uoh acceptance of presents was wholly moral. We 
have a oondition of affairs in which the time of the meeting of 
the Volbraad is looked upon as the period of the gravest danger 
t.o our interests, and it ia an open l801'8t that a cl888 of man baa 
sprung up who ia in constant attendance upon the members of the . 
Volluraad, and whoee special business appears to be ' inffuencing' 
of members one way or the other. It ia openly stated that· 
enormous 8UDl8 of money have been spent, some to produce ille
gitimate results, some to guard against fresh attacks upon vested 
rights. The Legislature passed an Act solemnly denouncing cor
ruption in the public service. One man, not an official, was 
paniahed under the law, but nothing has ever been done ainoe 
to eradicate the evil. 

Aim A TAINTED C1v1L SBRVICB. 

I think thousands of you are satisfied of the venality of many 
of our public servants. I wish to guard against the &88Umption 
that all public servants are corrupt. Thank God, there are many 
who are able and honourable men, and it must be gall and worm
wood to these men to find the whole tone of the service destroyed, 
and to have themselves made liable to be included under one 
general denunciation. But there can be no health in an ad
ministration, and the public morals must be sapped alao, when 
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euch thinge u the Smit cue and the reoent Stiemana cue go 
unnotioecl and unpuniahed. 

Two GLAIUNG CADS. 

I think it right t.o stat.e openly what thoee ouee are. N. l. 
Smit is the aon of a member of the Government. He abeantal 
liirnBAlf for months without leave. He waa meantime charged in 
the newspapers with embezzlement. He returned, wu fined £26 
for being absent without leave, and wu reimtated in office. He
ia DOW the Mining Oomrniuioner of Klerbdorp. He hu been 
charged in at leut two newspapere-one of them a Dutch D8'fl

paper, IAnd m Yolk, published within a stone's throw of the
Government office-with being an ' unpuniahed thief,' and yet 
the Government have taken no notice of it, nor baa he thought fit 
t.o bring an action t.o olear hirneelf. In the Stiemane cue two
oftioiale in the Mining Department admitted in the witn811-box 
that they had agreed t.o further the application of a relative for the
grant of a piece of land at Johannesburg on oondition that they 
were each t.o receive one-quart.er of the proceede. A third official, 
the Landdroat of Pretoria, admitted that he had received .£800 for 
hie 'influence' in furthering the application ; yet DO notice bu. 
been taken by the Government of their eoandaloua conduct, and 
11d t.o •Y judges who heard the caae did not think it their duty 
t.o oomrnent strongly upon the matter. I have in my po1111sioo 
now a notarial deed which proves that the Railway Oomrniuioner, 
the Landdroat, and the Commandant at Pret.oria, are members of 
a ayndicate whoee avowed object ie, or wu, t.o wrest from the 
oompaniee their right t.o the hwaarplaat&en. Thie ahowa what 
ia going on, and what is the measure of afety t.o title t.o property. 
Those who should guard our rights are our wont enemies. In a 
law introduoecl by the present Government, the Governmentp 
inatead of the Courts, are the final judges in cuee of disputed 
elections. No Election Committees are allowed. Thie operates. 
against oandidatee oppoeed t.o the Government, becaue the 
Government baa mtaally a vut standing army of committee
men, henchmen, official.a being allowed openly t.o take part in. 
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naying electiom, and the Government being in a position, by 
the cliatribution of oontracte, appointment.a, purohaae of concee
liom, the expenditure of Secret Service money, and otherwise, t.o 
bring int.o ezistence and maintain a large number of supporter& 
who act as can'V888el'I always on the right aide in times of 
e1ectiom. 

NATIVB APPAIBS. 

The administration of native affairs is a groee scandal, and a 
I01lrce of immense lo88 and danger t.o the community. Native 
Cornrni..inuere have been permitted t.o practise ext.ortion, inj1l8tice,. 
and oruelty upon the natives under their jurisdiction. The
Government have allowed petty tribes t.o be goaded int.o rebellion. 
We have had t.o pay the coat of the ' ware,' while the wretched 
victims of their policy have had their tn'bee broken up, sources of 
native labour have been destroyed, and large numbers of prisoners 
have been kept in gaol for something like eighteen months without 
mal. It was stated in the newspapers that, out of eixty-three
men imprisoned, thirty-one had died in that period, while the rest 
were languishing t.o death for want of vegetable food. We have 
had revelations of repulsive cruelty on the part of the field
oornet.a. We all remember the Rachmann case, and the April 
ease, in which the judges found field-comet.a guilty of brutal 
conduct t.o unfortunate natives; but the worst features about these 
cues is that the Government has set the seal of it.a approval upon 
the acts of theee officials by paying the coat.a of the actions out of 
public funds, and the President of the State a few days ago made 
the astounding statement in regard t.o the April case that, not
withet&nding the judgment of the High Court, the Government 
thought that Prineloo was right in hie action, and therefore paid 
the coeta. The Government is enforcing the plakkerawet, which 
forbida the locating of more thau five families on one farm. The 
field-comet.a in varioue district.a have recently broken up homes of 
large numbers of natives settled on 'Uitlanders" lands, juet at the 
time when they had sown their crops t.o provide the next winter' a. 
food. The application of this law is moat uneven, as large number& 
of naavee are left on the farms of the Boera. Quite recently a 
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well-known citizen brought into the country, at great expenae, 
eome hundreds of families, provided them with land, helped them 
to start life, stipulating only that he should be able to draw from 
amongst them labour at a fair wage to develop his propertiee. 
Soaroely had they been settled when the field-comet came down 
and scattered the people, distnouting them among Boer farm& 
The sources of the native labour supply have been serioualy 
inter( ered with at the borders by Govemment measures, and 
difficulties have been placed in the way of transport of natives by 
railway to the mines. These things are all a drain upon 118 as a 
State, and many of them are a buming disgrace to 118 as a people. 

THB EDUCATION 8cANDAL. 

The great public that subscribes the bulk of the revenue is 
virtually denied all benefit of State aid in education. There hu 
been a deliberate attempt to Hollanderise the Republic, and to lr::ill 
the English language. Thousands of children are growing up in 
this land in ignorance, unfitted to run the race of life, and there is 
the possibility that a large number of them will develop into 
criminals. We have had to tax ourselves privately to guard 
against these dangers, and the iniquity of denying education to 
the children of men who are paying taxes is so manifest that I 
pass on with mingled feelings of anger and disgust. 

RAILWAYS. 

This important branch of the public service is entirely in the 
hands of a corporation domiciled in Holland. This corporation 
holds a concession-of course, under which not only was there no 
.adequate control over expenditure in construction, but it is entitled 
to charge, and is charging us, outrageous tariffs. How out
rageous these are will be seen from the admisaion made by Mr. 
Middleberg, that the short section of ten miles between Bokaburg 
:and Krugersdorp is paying more than the interest on the coat of 
the construction of the whole line of railway to Delagoa Bay. To 
'8dd these to its general revenue, of which 10 per cent. is set 
'88ide as a sinking fund, and then to take for itself 16 per cent. of 
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the balance, the Company reports annually to the Raad from 
Amsterdam in a language which is practically foreign to it, and 
makes up its accounts in guelders, a coinage which our legislators, 
I venture to say, know nothing of-and this is independence r 
We are liable as guarantors for the whole of the debt. Lines have 
been built entirely on our credit, and yet we have no say and no 
c,ontrol over these important public works beyond the show of 
c,ontrol which is supposed to be exercised by the present Railway 
O:nnmissioner. The Company, in conjunction with the Executive 
Government, is in a position to control our destinies to an 
enormous extent, to influence our relations internally and ex
ternally, to bring about such friction with the neighbouring States 
u to set the whole of South Africa in tumult. Petitions have 
been presented to the Raad, but the President has constantly 
brushed these aside with the well-worn argument that the inde
pendence of the State is invoh'ed in the matter. It is involved in 
the matter, as all who remember the recent Drifts question will 
admit. I have been told that it is dangerous for the country to 
take over the railway, because it would afford such an immense 
field for corruption. Surely this is the strongest condemnation of 
the Government by its friends, for, if it is not fit to run a railway, 
how can it be fit to manage a whole State P The powers control
ling this railway are flooding the public service with Hollanders 
to the exclusion of our own people, and I may here say that in 
the most important departments of the State we are being con
trolled by the gentlemen from the Low Country. While the 
innocent Boer hugs to himself the delusion that he is preserving 
his independence, they control us politically through Dr. Leyda, 
financially through the Netherlands Railway, educationally 
tbl'Ough Dr. Mansvelt, and in the Department of Justice through 
Dr. Coater. 

Ouirro11 AND TRADE. 

The policy of the Government in regard to taxation may be 
practically described as protection without production. The most 
monstrous hardships result to consumers, and merchants can 
aoarcely eay from day to day where they are. Twice now has the 
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Government entered into competition with traders who have paid 
their lioenaee and rent.I and who keep staft'a. Recently grain 
became 80al'C8. The Government were petitioned to nspend the 
duties, which are cruelly high, in order to wiat the mining 
indUBtry to feed its labourers. The Government refuaed thia 
request on the plea that it wu not in a poeition to 8U.8pelld duties 
without the permiaaion of the Volkaraad, and yet within a few 
days we find that the Government baa granted a conoeuion to 
.one of its friends to import grain free of duty, and to sell it in 
~mpetition with the merchants who have to pay duties. I do not 
attempt to deal with thia important question adequately, but give 
thia example to show how the Government regards the right.I of 
traders. 

MoNOPOLIBB. 

It baa been the steady policy of the Government to grant 
eonceeaions. No aooner does any commodity become absolutely 
eaaential to the community than aome harpy endeavours to get a 
eonceaaion for its aupply. There ia BC&rcely a commodity or a 
right which baa not been made the subject of an application for 
the grant of a conoesaion. We all remember the bread and jam 
conceasion, the water conceaaion, the electric lighting conoeuion, 
and many others, but I need only point to the dynamite conceaaion 
to show how these monopolies tend to paralyse our induatriea. 
There may be aome of you who have not yet heard, and aome who 
have forgotten, the facts connected with this outrage upon public 
rights. 

8ToRY OP THB l>YNAMlTB 0oNCUSION. 

Some years ago Mr. Lippert got a conceBBion for the aole right 
to manufacture and sell dynamite and all other exploaivea. He 
waa to manufacture the dynamite in this country. For years he 
imported dynamite under the name of Guhr Impregne duty free. 
He never manufactured dynamite in the country, and upon public 
exposure the Government waa compelled to cancel the conceeaion, 
the President himaelf denouncing the action of the conoeuionaire 
aa fraudulent. For a time we breathed freely, thinking we were 
rid of thia incubua, but within a few months the Government 

34 

Digitized by Google 



THB IIANll'BSTO 01' 1896. 

grant.eel virtually t.o the a.me people another conceesion, under 
which they are DOW taking from the pocket.a of the public 
£600,000 per annum, and this ia a charge which will go on 
growing should the mining industry nrvive the persistent 
att.empta t.o strangle it. How a body charged with the public 
interest.a could be partiee t.o this acandalous fleecing of the public 
paaaee comprehension. Then the curious feature about the matter 
ia that the Government get.a aome petty fraction of this vast aum, 
and the conceeaionairee have on this plea obtained enormous 
advanoee of public moneys from the Government without aecurity 
to carry on their trade. Shortly, the conoeeaionairee are entitled 
to charge 90,. per cue for dynamite, while it could be bought if 
there were no oonceesion for about 30,. per case. It may be 
et.at.eel incident.ally that Mr. W olmarans, a member of the Govern
ment, has been for yea.re challenged to deny that he is enjoying 
a royalty of 2,. OD every oaee of dynamite aold, and that he hu 
up to the preeent moment neglected to take up the challenge. 
Proper municipal government is denied to us, and we all know 
how much this means in regard to health, comfort, and the value 
of property. The statute-boob are disfigured with enactment.a 
imposing religious diaabilitiee, and the English language-the 
language spoken by the great bulk of the people-is denied all 
official recognition. The natural reeult of the existing condition 
of things is that the true owners of the mines are those who have 
invested DO capit&l in them-the Government, the railway con
ceeaionairee, the dynamite oonceesionairee, and others. The 
country is rich, and under proper government could be developed 
marvellouely, but it cannot stand the drain of the present 
exactions. We have lived largely upon foreign capit&l, and the 
tot&l amount.a of the dividends available for shareholders in 
companies is ridiculoualy 8IDal1 as compared with the aggregate 
amount of capit&l invested in mining ventures. Some day the 
inevit.able reeult upon our credit and upon trade will be forced 
upon us. 
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HATBBD or THB 8.u:oN. 

There ia no disgoiaing the fact that the original policy of the 
Government ia baaed upon intense hostility to the English
"JIMODg population. and that even against the enfranchised 
burgher of this State there ia the determination to retain all 
power in the bands of thoae who are enjoying the sweets of office 
now, and naturally the gratefol crowd of relations and friends and 
henchmen ardently 111pport the existing rlgi,me ; but there are 
UDll1iatabble signs, and the President fears that the policy which 
he hu hitherto adopted will not be BUfticient to keep in check the 
growing population. It eeems the set purpose of the Government 
to rep1'888 the growth of the industry, to tax it at every turn, to 
prevent the working claeses from settling here and making their 
homee and 1U??Ounding themselves with their families, and there 
ia Do mistaking the aignifi.oanoe of the action of the President 
when he opposed the throwing open of the town lands of Pretoria 
OD the ground that 'he might have a eeoond Johannesburg there/ 
nor that of his apeech upon the motion for the employment of 
diamond drills to prospect Government lands, which he opposed 
hotly, on the ground that' there is too much gold here already.' 

THB PoLICY or FoROB. 

We have now openly the policy of force revealed to us. 
£260,000 is to be spent upon the completing of a fort at Pretoria, 
£100,008 is to be spent upon a fort to terrorise the inhabitants of 
Johannesburg, large orders are sent to Krupp's for big guns. 
Maxims have been ordered, and we are even told that German 
oftioere are coming out to drill the burghers. Are these things 
D8088ll&l')', or are they calculated to irritate the feeling to breaking 
point P What necessity is there for forts in peaceful inland 
towns P Why should the Government endeavour to keep ua in 
BUbjection to unjust laws by the power of the sword, instead of 
making themselves live in the heart of the people by a broad 
policy of justice P What can be said of a policy which de
liberately divides the two great sections of the people from each 
other instead of uniting them under equal laws, or the policy 
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which keeps 111 in eternal turmoil with the neighbouring St.at.ea P 
What aball be eaid of the at.at.ecraft, every act of which aowe 
ferment,, diacontent, or race-hatred, and reveals a conception of 
republicanim1 under which the only privilege of the majority of 
the people is to provide the revenue, and to bear insult, while 
only thoee are considered Republioana who speak a certain · 
1angoage, and in greater or 18111 degree share the prejudioee of 
the raling claaaee. 

A STIRRING PBBOBA.TION. 

I think this policy can never ncoeed, unless men are abao
lutely bereft of every quality which made their forefathere free 
men ; unleee we have fallen so low ~t we are prepared to forget 
honour, eelf-respect, and our duty to our children. Once more, I 
wiah to at.ate again in unmistakable language what has been ao 
frequently stated in perfect sincerity before, that we desire an 
independent republic which shall be a true republic, in which 
every man who is prepared to take the oeth of allegiance to the 
.St.ate shall have equal rights, in which our children shall be 
brought up aide by side as united memben of a strong Common
wealth; that we are animated by no race-hatred, that we desire 
to deprive no man, be hie nationality what it may, of any right. 

TJo 0H.utBBR OP THB UNION. 

We have only two questions to consider : (a) What do we 
want P (b) How shall we get it P I have at.ated plainly what our 
grievances are, and I shall answer with equal directneea the 
ifueetion, ' What do we want P' We want : (1) the eet.abliah
ment of this Republic as a true Republic ; (2) a Grondwet or 
Constitution which shall be framed by competent persons selected 
by repreeent.atives of the whole people and framed on linee laid 
-down by them-a Constitution which shall be safeguarded against 
haaty alteration; (8) an equit.able franchise law and fair repre-
1ent.ation ; ( 4) equality of the Dutch and English languages ; 
(6) re&poDSl°bility to the Legislature of the heada of the great 
-department.a; (6) removal of religioll8 disabilities; (7) inde
pendence of the Courts of Justice, with adequate and aeoured 
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1'8111uneration of the judges ; (8) h"beral and oomprehensive
education; (9) efficient civil aerrice, with adequate provision 
for pay and pension; (10) free trade in South African products. 
That is what we want. There now remains the question which is. 
t.o be put before you at the meeting of January 6th, vis., How 
aha1l we get it P To this question I shall expect from you an
answer in plain terma according to your deh'berate judgment. 

CBA8. LBOlUB.D, 

CAairman .7mnfftltll National Union. 

DtUm1>,r 26tA, 1896. 
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THE CASE FOR THE 

UITLANDERS. 

THE stirring events which have occurred in South Africa, 
and the fact that thoee events are indissolubly bound up 

with the liberties and sentiment of a very large number Qf British 
subjects, with the material interests of thousands of shareholders 
in Europe, and po88ibly-nay, probably-with much great.er 
destinies, cause me to think that a short statement of facts may 
help towards the formation of a just public opinion and a solution 
of aome of the existing difficulties. It may be well for me to 
state who I am. Born in South Africa, I settled in the South 
African Republic nearly eight years ago, and in 1892 I helped to 
form the political assooiation oalled 'The Transvaal National 
Union,' of which I have been the Ohairman for a considerable 
time. I was sent by my &8800iates from Johannesburg to Cape 
Town a few days before the Jameson µicident occurred, and waa, 
therefore, prevented from taking any part in the events which 
happened at that time. I am precluded, in view of the impendin1 
trials in London and Pretoria, from discussing those events ; but 
aa one who, from the first, has been a leader in the struggle for 
h"berty, I conceive it to be my duty to make public the bl'()8d facts 
eonnected with the struggle, as I find there is still a great deal of 
miaconoeption prevailing in regard to the situation. The Jameson 
Raid is an incident which does not affect the rights or the wrongs 
of the Uitlanders, although it has to eome extent become 
connected with them : l shall, therefore, consider the political 
aituation as it existed before Jameson oroased the frontier, with a 
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new to determining who is reeponm'ble for the friction between 
the Government and the people. 

I find that a good many people think that the Uitlanden haTe 
not much to complain of, and that the movement in Jobannelbmg 
wu caued by a few UDICl'llpuloua financiers for purely eeUieh enda. 
U this view were permitt.ed to prevail, not only would it affect the 
h1,ertiee of large numbers of Engliahmen, Americana, and nen 
Germana, who have etriven for mnple right, but it might 
iniuence the deetiniee of South Africa for all time ; while it 
would certainly enable the enemies of England'• children to 
triumph in the future ati1l more than they have done in the put. 
The fact is that for yean the atruggle for the aimple right to vot.e 
baa been carried on by the general body of UitJandera, and their 
bitt.ereat cry was that the great capitalista ' eat on the rail ' and 
nfued to help them. Only in '96 did thoae capitaliata join the 
movement. Yet it is now atated that they 'created a aituation " 
for their own enda I A.a matter of fact, they threw in their lot in 
'96 becaue they were at lut aatimed that their material intereeta 
were in the graveet danger, and that there wu no hope or 
averting the further renlt.a of misgovernment unleea combined 
action were taken. U the oapitalista only took an active part in 
politica in '96, and if they then 'created the aituation,' how comea 
it that in '92, at a meeting attended by thouanda of enthuaiutic 
and eager citisena, the 'National Union' wu formed by a 
unanimm,11 vot.e (the big capitalista not being preaent) P lta 
objecta were :-(a) 'The maintenance of the independence of the 
Republic'; and (b) 'To obtain, by all conatitutional means, equal 
righta for all citisena of this Republic and the redreea of all 
grievancee.' I had the honour to move the 6nt reaolution at the 
meeting of citisena referred to, in the following terma :-

' That regard being had to the great iniux of population into 
this Stat.e, the magnitude of their intereata, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed 
by them, while they ban no voice in the legialation or 
the country, that many grieVUl081 and abuaee call for 
redreea, and that there is reuon to fear that excluaion. 
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from political rights may develop into a aource of weaknees 
and danger to the St.at.e, it ia desirable to form a Union 
to obt.ain political rights and the redreu of grieTancee.' 

It WU r-,lved :-
, That thia meeting of the National Union regards the great 

number of penona who haTe taken up their abode in this 
Republic, and who contribut.e mainly to its support, as 
entitled to participat.e in the Government, and considers 
that the right of voting for members of the Legislature 
and the office of Preaident ahould be extended to all 
male whit.e oitisena of full age, who haTe resided for two 
years in the St.at.e, and who OOCllPY or own property. 
freehold or leuehold, to the value of £100, or who are 
earning a ea1ary of £100 per annum.' 

It followed aa a matter of 00111'118, under the law, that thoee who 
claimed the rights of citizens muat take the oath of allegiance and. 
MCep the obligations of cntisenahip, including military service. 

The men who formed that Union were sincere and earnest in 
their endeavoun to eecure true equality, to strengthen the 
Goffl'DJD8Dt, to establish confidence and goodwill among all 
eecaona of the community, and to guard against the dangers 
which haTe threatened, and etill threat.en, the Republic. But, 
from the mat, the Union wu bitterly oppoeed by Mr. K1'Dger 
and t.he groape of foreign conoeuionairee who surround him, 
ita every act and word were distorted, and the moat unworthy 
IUpioiona were 110wn in the minda of the simple burghers, who 
are brave, hardy, illit.erate, and comparatively uneducated men, 
animated by a puaionate loTe for independence, and- being 
prone to fear the loee of it-only t.oo ready to believe thoee who 
are their great.est enemiee. It ia a striking fact that thoae who 
ftlue hl,erty 110 much ahould permit the denial of it to others. 

The Union publiahed in Dut.ch and circulated amongst the 
barghera a pamphlet letting out it.a object.a and dealing, in 
moderate language, with the oauee which led to it.a formation. 
Mr. Kruger answered by a manifeeto 110 Tiolent and abusive that 
the Union, deairing moderation, did not deem it wise to translate 
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it to the Engliah-speaking public. Then Mr. Kroger eolioited 
an interview with the leaders of the Union. I wu preeent, and 
from that day became, and have remained, convinced that he ia 
animated by intense hostility to the Uitlanders and a determina• 
tion at all hazards to exclude them from a share in the govern
ment of the country. Du.ring the diacU88ion it wu pointed out 
to him that, if he gave ua the vote, the old burghers would atill 
retain a majority in the Legislature, as we Uitlandera were all 
congregated in two or three district.a, and, oonaequently, we should 
only be able to elect (eay) six members out of twenty-four; but he 
was obdurate. He said too that, it we oould vote, we would alao 
elect our own President, the election being determined by the 
majority of votes cast in the whole country. In reply we offered, 
if he would give 118 the vote for the Chamber, to leave the right to 
elect the President in the hands of the Old Burghers lor the 
present, muting to time to prove our fitneea for oitisenahip in 
the fullest sense. In vain ! Before that interview ended--4.11 
interview which I then deeoribed u historio-he said to 118 in 

' 

anger, ' Go back, and tell your people I will never give them 
anything. I ahall never change my policy; and now let the 
storm burst ! ' That he told the truth in anger ia manifest from 

• the character of the A.ota which he has oauaed to be placed on the 
statute-book. 

Let me aay here that the Union'• proceedings were always 
public ; that all it.a reaolutiona were promptly forwarded to the 
Government; that never at any time did it do anything 
unconstitutional. After it.a formation it steadily pursued the 
constitutional course: it endeavoured to inffuence Boer thought 
by moderate pamphlet.a ; it held meetings to illustrate the jutioa 
of its claims and the danger of denying them; and it preeented 
petition after petition, couched in reepec~ moderate language, 
to the Volkeraad praying for an amelioration of the lot of the 
Uitlanders. It never was violent or diareepeotful. &me aeven 
or eight men in the Raad, of higher patrioti1JD and bn,a4er views 
than the others, supported the plea for reforma, but the majority, 
led always by Kruger, resisted ohangea in our favour, and, as I 
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aha1.1 show in detail, pused law after law to make our position 
worae inst.ead of better. 

In '94 a petition to the Volksraad, signed by thirteen thou
and men, was received with ' contemptuous laughter and 
jeers.' In '95 a petition signed by thirty-eight thousand men, 
praying that they might 'under reasonable conditions be admitted 
to the full rights of citizens,' was rejected by a majority
inspired by Mr. Kruger. A few Liberal members BUpported 
the prayer, and epoke, in solemn warning, of the dangers oi 
refusal. Other members opposed with violence, one (Mr. Otto) 
aying we should have to fight to get our rights. It mUBt be 
added that for years we have been deluded by President Kruger 
with fair words and promises of reforms which were never 
falnlled. For instance, in '92 he sent us a written meesage 
promising to introduce a measure which would provide for the 
admiamon of ' trustworthy persons' to the rights of citizenship. 
The fulfilment of that promise came in '93, when he introduced, 
and induced the Raad to pass, a law the virtual effect of which 
wu to exclude us all from civic rights for ever! He had 
admitted that there were aome ' trustworthy persons : ' yet by 
hie own act he deprived them of the rights he had acknowledged 
to be theirs-a manifest inj118tice and a breach of faith combined. 
I may add that on more than one oocasion Mr. Kruger had epoken 
in public of the Uitlanders aa i£ they were a community of thieves 
and murd01'81'8. 

I have dealt at length with the history of the movement in 
order to show that it proceeded from the great body of the people; 
and that it was conducted with eminent moderation. How widely 
the grievanoee were felt may be inferred from the readin888 of 
thouands of men, with everything to lose and nothing-eave 
h"berty and j118tioe-to gain, to take up arms, and from the fact 
that thoee who &881lmed the responsibilities of leaders of the 
Reform Movement represented all classes of eooiety. I am not a 
capitalist, but a plain man, nurtured in the traditions of English 
hoerty, who have made considerable sacrifices for what I believe 
to be the right. But I have yet to learn that capitalists are not 
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entitled to agit.at.e for the right.a which the poorest man in 
England enjoys, and I am only ooncemed to show that there 
was, to wie Mr. Balfour's word, 'nothing mean, or aordid, or 
personal ' in the motives which animated the Uitlandera and 
those leaders who for years had ungrudgingly given their time 
and labour to the work of achieving liberty. We have a jut 
cause, and it is our duty-what.ever mistakes may have been 
mad&--to prevent the real issues from being obacured, and to aee 
that justice is done all round, lest the very gravest oon.sequenoea 
ensue. 

Let me now turn to the conditions under which we Uitlanden 
have to live. In '81 England, though smarting under military 
disaster, gave back the Transvaal to the Boers, in t.erma of a 
Convention. At that time the Constitution conferred the right 
to acquire full citizenship after two years' residence. The 
Convention did not guard against the Republic's alt.ering the 
• ,tatu, guo as it was preeent to the minds of Her Majesty'• 
advisers when they negotiated' it. To Mr. Chamberlain we 
are indebted for raising the point as to the validity of that 
ehange. Indeed, the nation which treated the Boers th111 
generously could aoarce have foreseen that they would 80 wie 

the powers given to them as, within a few short yea.re, to 
reduce her sons to the position of helots. 

The Convention stipulated for the right of strangers to enter 
and reside in the country ; and it must be assumed that this 
was int.ended to carry with it the right to acquire civic equality 
()n the basis of the Constitution as it then exist.ed. Nominally 
earrying out the Convention, the Republic failed to observe the 
spirit of good feeling and good faith which had, ao far u 
England was concerned, brought it into existence. It made, 
indeed, the sorriest return for 'magnanimity.' In '82 the period 
()f residence before acquiring the franchise was increased to five 
years. After the retrocession, the fortunes of the country were 
for some time at so low an ebb that at one time the Government 
was compelled to raise five thousand pounds from a privat.e 
individual, on mortgage of Stat.e lands, at twelve per cent. 
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int.ereet, to pay it.a oivil aervant.e. Then came discoveries of 
gold, by which a large population wu moved to aettle the 
eountry, and to invest millions sterling in the development of 
it.a reeouroes. This development could never have been done 
by the Boers, who had not the money, nor the enterprise, nor the 
knowledge for the work. But, then, for the Uitlander, the 
Transvaal would have been where it wu prior to the gold 
diacoveriea. Again, the new eettlera made their homee and 
invested their money on the buia of the Constitution aa it 
mated when they came in : i.e., that they could become 
burghers after five yeanl residence. Before, however, that 
time elapeed, the Legialature inoreaeed the period of residence 
from five yean to fifteen. In '90 a Second Chamber waa oreat.ed; 
and it wu provided that Uitlanders could elect members to thia 
Chamber after a two years' residence, and ~ght themaelvee be 
eligi"ble for election after four years. This Second Chamber bears 
no analogy to 'Second ' Chambers in other countries : it laae no 
powen in relation to taxation, or any other of the vit.al functions 
of government ; it does not consider the subjects dealt with by 
the First Volkaraad ; and, having no veto or voice on thoee 
abject.a, it ie absolutely powerless to control such legislation by 
the Fint Volkaraad aa affects the lives, liberties, and propertiee 
of the people whom it affect.a to represent. It baa been very 
aaeful to its inventors, for the fact that it exists has made the 
out.er world believe that the Uitlander is repreaent.ed. But its 
true character and the object of its creation are now IO well 
underetood in Africa that it is laughed at as a snare and a 
delusion. All real power, including the power to levy taxes, 
ie reeened to the First Chamber ; and from thie Chamber the 
Uitlander ie virtually excluded for tfJtr, as I shall show. 

Concurrently with the granting of thie mockery, Mr. Kruger 
induced the Raad to enact a law providing that the right to vote 
for the First Chamber might be acquired by Uitlanders after ten 
yean, and that Uitlanden should become eligible for election to 
the Fint Volkaraad after ~ years. It must be remarked 
that the probationary period only begins to run from the date on 
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irhiob Uitlanders register their names in the Field-Cornets• Lists. 
In other words, if a man had been in the country (say) t.en years. 
he could not claim the right t.o vote unless his name bad been for 
t.en years on the Lists ; so that be must ' serve ' for t.en year& 
longer, or do without. The law provides that every one coming 
t.o reside in the country shall, within fourteen days, enrol hie 
name on the Field-Cornets' books, and, failing this, be liable t.o a 
ftne of thirty shillings. The average man knows nothing about 
this, and the Government bas never enforced the law. The Field
Cornet of Johannesburg sees thousands of men round him for 
years whose names are not on his Lists, yet he says never a 
word, and some day they find that, as they have not been enroll~ 
their years of residence count for nothing. The policy is obvious. 
U after ten years' residence a man comes to claim his vote, the 
Government will shrug its shoulders and send him away, with the 
temark that he has failed to comply with the very law which it 
bas carefully abstained from enforcing. The net result is
exclusion from citizenship. The word 'Naturalisation,' in the 
Transvaal law, does not mean that the person 'naturalised' 
becomes a citizen : it only means that he has renounced hie old 
allegiance, is liable for military service, a.ad bas obtained the right 
to vote for a sham Chamber. 

The worst change in the original atatw quo occurred in •93_ 
During the Session of that year President Kruger got the Raad 
to pus a law providing that a man could only get the right to 
wte for and become a member of the First Chamber ten year& 
after he had become eligible for election t.o the Second Chamber. 
Now, aa the law stipulates that no one can be a member of the 
Second Chamber until be is thirty years of age, it follows that 
no man could get theae rights until be has reached the age of 
forty, even if be got over the other barriers that have been 
erected. To get the right to sit in the Second Chamber, be must 
have taken the oath of allegiance, and this would mean that 
during twelve years, before he could possibly become a member 
of the First Chamber, he would be debarred from the enjoyment 
of fall citizens' rights in any State. He would, in short, get only 
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the right to sit in a sham Chamber and be liable to military 
aervice. But, even if he chose to climb this ladder to freedom, 
he would find at the end that he could not vote for the offices of 
President and Commandant-General. Can any one doubt that 
this means virtually exclusion-an affectation of giving that 
which is really denied P 

At this time there was some hope that the coming election, of 
twelve new members, would result in the return of men who 
might reverse Mr. Kruger's policy. To guard against this Mr. 
Kruger got the Volksraad to insert the following clause in the 
Act of 1893 :-' Extension of the electoral right cannot occur 
unlees a proposal to that effect has been published in the 8taat, 
Courant for the period of one year, and at least two-thirds of the 
aid enfranchised burghers have by memorials declared themselves 
in favour of it.' Enfranchised burghers are those alone who 
acquired the right of citizenabip before '90, or their offspring ! 
Now, all legislation is, as matter of fact, initiated by the Govern
ment-the introduction of private bills being unknown ; and it 
follows that the Government, under this clause, again laid handa 
on what is virtually the right of preventing any change in a 
h'beral direction. Moreover, it is impossible to suppose that, even 
if other diffi.oulties could be got over, the consent of two-thirds 
of the burghers could ever be obtained. The manifest intention 
of the Raad was to shut its doors for ever.• At last President 
Kruger was safe, you would have thought P Not so! In '94: 
he spoke in favour of the Raad's enacting that Uitlander children, 
born on Transvaal soil, should not enjoy the franchise unless their 
fathers had taken the oath of allegiance ; and, accordingly, this 
wish of his became law. 

My readers will probably be astonished to learn that all this 
legislation was passed by a Volksraad numbering twenty-four 
members. It therefore follows that thirteen men may control 
the destinies of a country which is as large as France, and in 

• The Government wu, however, cueful to reserve to itself the power to 
admit to full cltisenshlp any peraon whom It might deem desirable to admit-a 
power which baa been uaed, I believe, but never in favour of the Uitlaoder clau. 
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whioh two-thirds of the population have no v.oioe ! I need ~ 
denote the dangers resulting from the amallnees in number of the 
men to be influenced in regard to any measnre before the Houae. 
H ia worthy of mention, however, that in '96 the Raad paaeed a 
reeolution in favour of increasing the number of its members ( t.o 
be elected by the Boers, of course) ; and that Mr. Kruger had the 
assurance, after the prorogation speech, to incorporate in a fare
well diaoouree an almost tearful appeal to members not to push 
the reeolution--not to increase the voting strength of the Raad : 
which shows the value which he sets upon a small and pliable 
Legialature. 

The whole scheme, which ia ingenious and oomplex, amounts 
to this :-The Uitlander must t.ake an oath of allegiance two 
yea.re after being registered in the Field-Cornets' Lists, if he is 
ever to look for citizens' rights ; it ia virtually impossible for him 
e1'er to get those rights ; from the time of t.aking the oath he 
beoomea liable to military service ; and if he declinea this one
sided bargain, his children are denied their birth-right. This 
meana that the Boers, and their descendants, shall constitute a 
privileged caste for all time, enjoying all political power, and 
controlling the deatinies of those who have made their country 
for them, and are superior to them in numbers, wealth, culture, 
and enterprise. Contrast with this the liberal institutions of the 
Cape Colony. A Transvaal burgher could go to that Colony, 
and, by merely applying to be made a British citizen, publishing 
his intention in the Gasette, t.aking the oath of allegiance, and 
paying a small fee of offi.oo---6 few shillings-he could be 
admitted to all the privileges of citizenship. Contrast it, too, 
with the law of the Dutch Orange Free State, where a stranger 
can get full citizenship after two years' residence. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that for all these, and 
some other Acts against liberty, President Kruger is primarily 
responsible. His will has been supreme ever since his aesumption 
of office; without his approval none of these measures could ever 
have become law ; and it is essential that this be steadily borne in 
mind. The idea has been carefully diffused that Mr. Kruger is a 
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liberal-minded eui.umoan, who is always being prevented from 
carrying reforms by a reactionary Legislature. I challenge him,. 
ae I challenge his npporters, to produce the record of one single 
atterance of his against these measures. When, too, it is 
remembered-apart from other proofs-that all legislation is 
initiated by the Government of which he hae been both head and 
body, it is impouible for the public to diecharge him of his grave 
and indubitable responsibility. No: to Mr. Kruger's policy, and 
t.o thf' adrninistl'Btion and operation of the laws for which he is 
l'Mponsible, m118t be attributed, without hesitation, the exas
peration and the abiding eense of wrong which have so moved a 
community of peacefol citizens ; and only by a complete reversal 
of that policy can permanent peace and prosperity be assured. 

Let 118 now turn to the consideration-necessarily brief-of 
ihe relative conditions of Boer and Uitlander. The official hand
'book isBUed by the Transvaal Government puts the Boer male 
population (which includes boys of sixteen) at twenty-five 
thousand. The male Uitlander population may, I think, be 
fairly put at fifty thousand. There is no census to guide 118 ; but 
we have the fact, that in '95 a petition for the franchise was 
signed by thirty-two thousand five hundred residents in the 
Witwatersrand (Johannesburg) district alone. It is fair to 
881A1Dle that considerable numbers did not eign it-owing to 
abeence, want of opportunity, and the like. If, then, we add 
theae to the Uitlanders in the other gold-bearing districte
Barberton, Lydenburg, Klerkadorp, Potchefstroom, &c.-the total 
may fairly be taken at fifty thousand Uitlanders against twenty-
6Te thousand burghers. All the burghers are farmers, living on 
iaolated steadinge, hating cities and city ways, able to read and 
write, but not much more, and reading only newspapers, which to 
a large extent have persisted in misleading them, and in fomenting 
nee-hatred for selfiah ends. (There is one noble exception, Land 
ttt Volls: it hae done splendid work in the cause of just adminis
tration.) They are not gifted with the energy and the habits of 
work bom of older eocieties, where competition has been keen ; 
they have had the run of admirable markets for their produce ; 
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they enjoy a practical immunity from taxation ; they love their 
independence ardently, and are ready to defend it with their 
lives ; they are kindly-natured people, trusting utterly where they 
have learned to trust ; but they are slow of speech and thought, 
and they are suspicious of strangers. Their dominant fear ia for 
their independence ; and it ia by playing on this fear that 
President Kruger has kept himaeU in , power. And now, by the 
irony of fate, he is able to point to consequences which, but for 
hie polioy, would never have occurred, and to juatify to the Boer, 
who does not analyse, that policy by those consequences! It ia a 
strange juggle, but it is a juggle after his own heart. 

The Boers own about haU the farms in the Transvaal, having 
sold the other haU to Uitlandera. The Uitlandera own half the 
land, then, with all the mines and machinery, and the bulk of the 
town properties. Also, they carry on all the trades, except the 
agricultural and pastoral industries, which are in the hands· of 
the Boera. It is computed that they and those whom they repre
sent in Europe own nine-tenths of the aggregate value of property 
in the State. The Boer levies all the taxes; the Uitlander pays 
nearly all the taxes. The Boer knows very little from boob, and 
what he has gained by experience of business relates only to 

1 stock-breeding and agriculture. Yet he legislates by Divine 
J Right on all the intricate questions raised by a complex modern 
1 civilisation, which has come upon him almost as suddenly as if it 

had dropped from the moon. In this legislation he ia assisted by 
advisers from Europe whose methods and whose ideas of liberty 
are distinctly Continental; yet he wonders that men do not think 
the effect satisfactory, and calmly suggests that dissatisfied people 
-i.e., the whole Uitlander population-should leave the country 
in which they have been induced to invest their fortunes. He 
invites strangers to settle and invest under promise of political 
partnership after a definite time ; and then, when they have 
struck root in the soil, and cannot get away without ruin, he 
refuses the partnership ! What are the results P It 11881118 
ridiculous, in the nineteenth century, to have to state to free 
people the proposition that taxation and representation go 
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together. But it will be well, I think, to state the Uitlander 
grievances :-

(bt) Tazation in Ezc888 of the Needs of Gooermnent.-Prior t.o 
the last financial year Government had a mrplUB of one million 
sterling. The financial year now drawing to a close will, it is 
believed, produce a revenue of over three millions and a surplUB of 
about one million sterling. The total mrplus, therefore, will be 
two millions sterling. What this accumulation means to the 
Transvaal Government is only to be guessed at ; but men say it 
ia for purpoaes connected with the Delagoa Bay Railway, and 
with territorial aggrandisement, at the same time that (it is 
alleged) there is at this moment £460,000 (all Uitlander money) 
in Europe to be used for secret ends, as to which, whatever their 
nature, the Uitlander has no say. 

(2nd) 0/alls Tazation.-One instance is the Stamp Receipt 
Law. Only the commercial man (i.e., the Uitlander) is compelled 
to stamp a receipt-the Boer eeoapes. Another is the recent tax 
of twenty pounds a year on farms held by companies, syndicates, 
or partnerships. The Boer holds his land as an individual-and 
escapes. 

(3rd) Unnecessary Tazati<>n on the Necessaries of Life by Meam 
of Imp<wt .Due&.-The articles selected for heavy taxation are those 
which the Uitlander mUBt use, and which either are not produced 
or are insufficiently produced in the Transvaal. Flour pays 
7,. 6d. per one hundred pounds; mealies, 5,. a bag; bacon, ham, 
and butter, h. a pound; eggs, 6d. a dozen; and so on. These 
taxes, and the absence of State-aided education in the English 
language, make it hard for workmen to keep families in the 
Transvaal. Many of the married men leave their families in 
England ; while single men stay single. In this way men are 
compelled to accept conditions undesirable from every point of 
view ; morality and the State suffer ; and the Government is able 
to describe the workers as belonging to a floating population, not 
entitled to civic rights. Do you see the relation of cause and 
effect, and the use that is made of the effect P Assuredly no want 
of revenue can be alleged in justification of this taxation of food-
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stuiis. A working man, with seven children, told me a short 
time ago that his breakfast on the previous Sunday consisted of 
two pounds of ham and some bread, butter, and tea, and that the 
import dues on it amounted to 2a. 9d. He added, that he ' waa 
d-d if he would stand it : ' a sentiment which should have 
many echoes in this land of the Free Breakfast Table. 

The Uitlander further complains of reckless expenditure and 
no efficient control over public moneys. A large Secret Service 
Fund is a conspicuous feature in the cost of the adrninistratioa. 
Again, the system of concessions and monopolies baa operated t.o 
the great prejudice of the country. The railways are held by a 
foreign company (it is domiciled in Amsterdam) under a conoea
sion, and are made the means of the greatest extortion. It baa 
been admitted by the Company's manager that a abort coal line
forty miles in length-is paying more than enough to cover the 
interest on the whole system of several hundred miles. This 
ooncession vests in a foreign company the power to influence 
Uitlander affairs, both internal and external, to an incalculable 
extent. The recent 'Drifts ' question illustrated the spirit which 
animates both the Government and the Company. The diversion 
of trade to Delagoa Bay, the crippling of British colonies, &he 
fostering of foreign commerce-these ends are kept steadily in 
view. To compass them, the gold-mining industry is made to 
pay extortionate rates for the carriage of coal :-in order that the 
Netherlands Company may carry goods over the Delagoa Bay 
section of the line at rates which will destroy all chance of Oape 
and Natal competition, and yet enable it to pay. For it is 
beyond a doubt that, if the Cape Colony were unable to pay the 
interest on its lines, and were hampered by hostile tarifis on its 
produce, it would speedily be reduced to what even Mr. Kruger 
might deem a ' reasonable ' frame of mind. 

A Dynamite Concession, held by a German group, is costing 
the mining industry £600,000 per annum; and the impost will 
increase with the increased use of the material. 

It has been calculated that the amount exacted from the 
Uitlanders under three heads, viz., unnecessary taxation, railway 
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n.tee, and dynamite, is equal to 6,. per ton on the ore milled 
-0n the Rand. There are millions of tone of ore which could be 
worked at a profit on this margin which cannot be worked now ; 
.and, where companies are working, it is clear that this sum could 
be added to dividends. Moreover, the opening out of new mines 
would neoe881Lrily mean the support and the employment of a 
largely increued population : a consummation devoutly to be 
.avoided, lest the U itlander should grow too strong ! 

There are many conceeeione besides. We only just eacaped 
-0ne on cyanide-a most important requisite-a monopoly on 
which was lost by one vote. 

The Silati Railway examples how completely our interest.a are 
.at the mercy of our rulers. A young country, having boundleee 
1'880urcee, grant.a a group of foreigners the concession to build. 
The Legislature assents to the country's being made guarantor 
for the capital to be raised for building purposes, with intereat 
thereon, and entrusts the Government with the power to fix tbe 
terms. The Government consent.a to a eoheme by which the 
promoters have only to account for £70 for every £100 obligation 
issued, and may take for themselves everything subscribed in 
-exceBB of £70. They take the Government credit to the Oonti
nent, issue at £77, and pocket £7 on every £100 obligation. 
The 81llD8 run to eeven figures, and the country is made liable for 
£100 against only £70 received I One member of the Raad g8'e 
.a large interest in this conceBBion, and about this time distributes 
-earriagee to other members-an act the President stoutly defends 
,as moral. The money should have been raised at something neM' 
par by the State, and the railway should have been built by and 
-controlled for the people. Yet this is the way some Continent.al 
.. interests ' are created in the Transvaal. 

J ohanneeburg baa been steadily refuaed thoee municipal 
powers which are indispensable to the preservation of health 
.and order. Indeed, the sole •reforms' which Mr. Kruger has, 
up to the preaent, shown any intention of carrying are embodied 
in a draft Act for the government of the city, which is m0ll8 
unacceptable than the existing · law, together with a Pl'888 Law 
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framed on German lines. The liberty of the Press and the right 
of public meeting have been placed on a very unaound footing by 
President Kruger. He has deecn"bed the Uitlander claim to the
franchise ae 'preposteroll8,' and his henchman, Dr. Leyds, speak
ing at Amsterdam in February, '96, confirmed my view of the
President's policy. ' We ( i.e., the Transvaal Government) will 
not (he said) forbid foreigners from coming into the country to
make money, but we will not permit intervention in the govern
ment of the country.' Being interpreted, this means that the 
Uitlander may go on developing the country and enriching the 
Government and the burghers, but that he shall never have a 
vote. 

Only Boers, or those who have taken the oath of allegiance, 
oan be jurors. Now, as I have shown, the Government has made 
it unprofitable and impo88l"ble for Uitlanders to take the oath ; so
that, by an effect of reaction, they are deprived of the privilege 
of being tried by their ' peers.' In '94 an attempt was made to
reduce the High Court to a position su.bordinate to the Govern
ment ; and there have since been several cases of attempted 
interference by the Legislature with the jurisdiction of the 
Court. 

Education by means of English has virtually been denied to
thoee who provide the Republic with nearly all its revenue, and 
.Johannesburg has had to lay itself under voluntary contn"bution 
to establish its own Department of Education. 

Police protection is quite insuffi.oient. Glaring crimes have 
commonly gone undetected and unpunished. Only burghers or
naturalised people may be policemen, and they know little of the 
wiles of clever criminals. The latest development is the forma-· 
tion of a German corps of police, a small standing army for 
the repression of Englishmen and the protection of German 
conce88ionaires. 

There have been many gross cases of dishonesty in the public 
aervice-some notorious, and allowed to go unpunished-which 
could not have occurred under an honest Government; while the, 
bribery of officials has been frequent. 
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Lastly, there have been constant plot.a by certain groups of 
men against the aoourity of titles; and officials have been 
8880Ciat.ed in aohemes to ll801U'8 to predatory individaala property 
rightly belonging to Uitlanders or to the State. 

O&icial recognition is denied to English in the Court.&-which 
greatly increases the coet of procedure-in the Publio Offices, and 
in. the Railway Service. This, though two-thirds of the people 
lp8&k English only, and the great bulk of the business done 
relat.ee to English people. 

An attempt was made in '94 to oompel Englishmen to render 
milit.ary aervice, in the abeence of civic right.a ; and five men 
were imprisoned for declining on principle to serve. The 
Uitlanders very properly said : ' Give us equality in right as 
well aa in obligation.' 

The President's policy has been gradually to exclude the 
Uitlanders from all chance of taking part in the Government,. 
to curtail freedom of speech, and to destroy the liberty of the 
Prees. The pursuit of it has necessarily led him on to adopt the 
policy of force ; and it can scarce be wondered at that Englishmen 
decline to accept the prospect of being dragooned into submission 
ro the grossest injustice. Nor is it at all astonishing that in the 
end veiled threats of alliance with Germany, an open preference 
to German trade, the importation of German guns, the proposed 
building of forts, exasperat.ed a set of men who had always been 
obedient ro the law, and who asked for nothing but justice and 
good government. Indeed it was time. Before the Policy of 
Foroe was fully revealed, there had come the menace of a piece 
of legislation in keeping with the whole tyranny. The Volk8tem, 
a newspaper subsidised by a group of Amsterdam financiers and 
politicians, proposed to invest the Government with powers to 
declare a man guilty of sedition and ro banish him the country, 
without trial by the Court.a. This proposal found favour, and 
legialation on these lines was ro be attempt.eel next Session. 

The new draft Presa Law, published as one of President 
Krager's 'reforms' after the recent troubles, clearly illustrates 
tile spirit of his Government. It.a main features are these:-
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(a) All articles of a politiaal m penoaal nature mmt be 
aigned by the writer; 

(b) The President (with the adnce of the Eucuti:,e) may et 
any time prohibit, entirely or temporarily, the cliaemi
iiation of foreign poblieationa which are, .,. _, """""'• 
oontrary to good morals or dangerou to peeoe _and 
order; 

(c) A:JJ.y one who ia guilty through the Preaa ot a 'libel, 
alander, j>ublic violation of decency, or inatisat.ee to • 
punishable offence, shall be puniahed with a fine not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty poanda, or ,mh 
imprisonment not exceeding one y-.r.' 

( rl) 'Thia law does not IIJ)p/g to ptlblicatimM tNUU Ott WaV, or 
1,g order of, or wit/a ooment of IM ~• 

In respect of the last extraordinary provision, it ia fair to add that 
it ia notorious that the Government S11beidises journals, and the 
State Secretary once defended this COUJ'lle by the startling 
statement that ' AJJ soon as joumals wrote in favour of the 
Government t)l.ey became unpopular, and therefore it waa just to 
compensate them.' Under Mr. Kruger's Act such journals might 
publish anything about anybody, and incur no respoll8loility; but 
the independent journal would not dare to expose an abuae, as it 
would be debarred from pleading the truth and the public good. 
Now, in '81 the Constitution guaranteed the liberty of the Press. 
Here is another change in the statm qut>--6110ther infringement 
of the rights of Englishmen, as secured under treaty. 

I append a schedule showing what the Uitlanden prot.estecl 
against at a meeting held in '94. I am prepared, when required, 
to amplify and prove what I have here set down in outline. I 
think it will be apparent from what has been said :-

(a) That the troubles in .Johanneebvg were not created a., 
capitalists in '96 for speculative purpoeee, but proceedet 
from a deep-seated and a widespread aenee of wrong and 
danger, to which the great body of inhabitants wa. 
keenly alive as far back u '92; 
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(b) That this aenee of wrong is well founded, regard being 
had to the laws which have been passed, and are in 
oontem.plation, to interfere with the elementary rights 
of oitizenship-the right to representation, a free Preu, 
free speech, and fair education ; 

(e) That the administration has been hostile, inefficient, and 
unjust, while there has been great corruptness ; 

( d) That the fiscal policy of the Government is inoon.siateJrt 
with public rights, while its general policy is fraught 
with danger not only to Englishmen, but to the peace 
of South Africa; 

(e) That President Kruger is primarily and mainly respon
sible for this condition of affairs ; 

{ I) That foreign inte1'81ts, as opposed to English intereets, 
and foreign connections, as opposed to English connec
tions, are being unduly fostered, and are used to 
strengthen Mr. Kruger in his policy of hostility to 
England; 

(g) That, apart from mere policy, the burden placed on the 
Uitlanden' shoulders by means of monopolies and oon
ceesions is moat serious, and is very detrimental ro the 
interests of those who have invested their capital in the 
Transvaal; 

(A) That nothing but the franchise and radical reform can be 
satisfacrory ; 

(•) That the rights of Englishmen have of set purpoee been 
destroyed by legislative acts in breach of the Convention 
which gave back the country ro the Boers; 

(J) That there is no sign of any intention on Mr. Kru.ger's 
part ro grant refol'lll8. 

Are there not substantial reasona to justify the Uitlanders in 
raising their voices P If not, we have worked in vain, ani 
Liberty is naught. In brief, the position is this : the Boen are 
Glleduoated and suspicious; they dislike taxation, and love u 
ufettered life; they have had a struggle with Englishmen, and 
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fear the loes of Independence. President Kruger knows their 
wealmeuea, and plays on tliem, with a view to keeping birneelf 
in power and to injure Engliabmen and England. To aeeiet bim 
in hie policy he grant.a oonceuione to foreigners, and creates 
• int.ereet.a ' for foreigners, with tlie object of playing off their 
Government.a against England in the event of interference on the 
part of England. (The Boera would hate German rule as they 
woald English-or worse; and in punuing hie policy Mr. Kruger 
may give the German a dangeroue footing.) Engliabmen respect 
the Boer, and have no desire to interfere with hie flag; but they 
reeent the hostility of the Boer Government and Volkeraad; ask 
but fair play and protection for their liberties and properties ; 
and are angered at the fact of foreigners aesieting President 
Krager to coerce them. The Boera fear the loes of Independence, 
and ground their refusal of political equality on this fear. Aeeare 
them against this, and they can no longer, honestly or reaeonably, 
pereiet in this refueal. 

Nothing short of adrnieeion to full civic right.a can be satis
factory. Inequality in a Republic is inconeistent with Republi
caniem. Artificial division of the people into two 0188888 is what. 
we have always striven against. Such division m118t result, 800ller 

or later, in dieaeter. Nothing but the power to take part in the 
adminiatration of the Transvaal will ever content the English 
UitJander. He feele-ae he has good reaeon to feel-that there ia 
no safety in mere economic reforms or conceeeione; that promises 
and understandings coming into matence to-day will be evaded 
to-morrow ; and that there will never be security until he is 
represented. 

England, by her recent action, has &88UID.ed the obligation to 
eee that the Uitlandere' grievanoee are removed, and the Uit
landere look with confidence to Mr. Chamberlain to diacbarge 
that obligation. Apart from the special truet undertaken, it. is 
clear that England has the right to protect her citizens. H 
Germ.any asserts the right to preTent a change in the ,tat., tJII(> 

• existed when she concluded a treaty of commerce with the 
much stronger a right is England's to insist on 
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the rest.oration of the Oonstitution to the terms of '81, when she 
atipulat.ed that her citizens should have the right of settlement I 
She certainly has the right, aa she certainly lies under the 
obligation, to put an end to oonditiona which may at any moment 
plmige South Africa in a racial war. How great the danger of 
this ia may be indicat.ed by the resolution of the Orange Free 
State Legislature to a&Biat the Transvaal with military force, 
whether 'lo ruist intmion or 'lo wppreaa disturbance. If the Uit
landera should be driven to make another struggle for Jiberty
aa they certainly will in the abeence of radical reforms-there can 
be no doubt the march of Free State troops against them would be 
the signal for the English-speaking people in Natal and Cape 
Colony to rush to their aid. They would say (very naturally) 
that il the Free State Dutchmen have the right to help the Trans
vaal Dutchmen because they are of common race, they also, being 
Cape Colony and Natal Englishmen, have the right to help 
Transvaal English-more eapeoially in view of the fact that they 
are oppreeaed. 

It ia clear that the Transvaal Queation must be oonaidered in 
relation to the whole of South Africa. The sfieady oonsolidation. 
of Dutch interest.a, and the undoubt.ed support of thoae interest& 
by foreigners aa against Englishmen, constitute a grave menace 
to peace. We have tried, in vain, by conciliation and moderate 
conduct, to alter Mr. Kruger'& policy. We have failed; and we 
are powerless. And unl888 the Paramount Power insists on 
righting the wrong, the position of the Transvaal Englishmen 
will become intolerable. Already I have heard that many are 
resolved to leave. Nothing would better please the Boers and 
their foreign allies. But there are thouaanda who cannot leave 
without being ruined, and who cannot remain except as political 
eerfs. The honour of England ia involved in the fate of these her 
children ; and I refuse to believe that an appeal to that honour 
can be made in vain. 

Shelving the question, or merely plastering the aorea, can only 
lead to the direst consequences. There should be no reason why 
Boera and Britons should not pull together in the Transvaal, u 
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they do in Oape Colony. The British -.rnestly desire to do ao; 
all they want, besides, ia to be relieved from injUBtice and to avoid' 
the shedding of blood. Is it not possible that a way out may be 
found P The Boer's chief fear ia for his independence. Remove 
that fear and he may be willing to enter into new and happier 
arrangements. If he still refuse, then he ia unreaaonable. May 
I venture to suggest the negotiation of a new treaty, the main 
heads of which should be these P-

(1) The recognition of Great Britain as the Paramount Power 
in South Africa. 

(2) The guarantee to the South African Republic of territorial 
integrity, and complete autonomy in internal affain; 

(3) The inclusion of Swaziland in the Republic ; 
(4) The granting of citizens' rights to all foreigners upon a 

reasonable-and for a specified time unalterable-basis, 
fair rep1'8118ntation being secured by redistribution; 

(6) The placing of the High Court in an unaMailable position· 
of independence ; 

(6) Liberty of the Press ; the right of public meeting for all 
lawful purposes ; education ; and reasonable concessions 
to the English language ; 

(7) The removal of religious disabilities. 
If the State would take over the railways, as it has the right to 
do, secure free trade in all South African products, and adjust 
railway matters on a reasonable basis, the election of the President 
might be left in the hands of the present electorate, for a period 
to be agreed upon, as a compromise. Perfect equality in trade 
should be secured to all nations. This should satisfy foreigners 
that there ia no desire to place them at a disadvantage ; and it 
eeema to me that a fair consideration of the facts should convince 
them all, as it has already convinced the French, that reform 
would be to the highest interest of them all. 

As a South .African born, I earnestly hope that a solution, 
wise and just to all, may be found, and that a grave may be dug 
for all old animosities. 
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POSITION OF THE UITLANDERS IN 

THE TRANSVAAL, WITH HISTORY 

OF THE FRANCHISE. 

IT is advisable to preface the following statement with regard 
to the position of the Uitlanders in the Transvaal by a state

ment indicating what has been the history of the Franchise in 
that country. Briefly it has been as follows :-

1. Originally every white man who settled in that country 
was entitled to the vote at once. 

2. Soon afterwards a law was passed providing that all persons 
who were not born in South Africa should pay a sum of 
£25 before being entitled to vote. 

3. In 1874 it was enacted that strangers settling in the 
country who were not possessed of real property in the 
country should only obtain the vote after a residence of one 
year. If, however, in the meantime they acquired landed 
property, the franchise was granted to them at once. 

4. In 1882, the law was again changed, and it was enacted 
that, in order to become naturalised and acquire full 
citizenship, the new-comer should have resided in the 
country for a period of five years, and should have been 
registered on the Field-Cornet's List for that period, and 
ehould pay a sum of £25. 

o. In 1890 a new departure was made. A law was passed in 
that year providing for the creation of a Second Chamber, 
called the Second Volkeraad, to the powers and constitution 
of which further reference will be made hereafter. 

It was enacted that aliens could acquire the right to vote for 
Members of the Second Chamber after having been registered 
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upon the Field-Cornet•, List, and h&Ting resided in the country 
for a period of two years. They had to renounce their allegiance 
to their own country, to take the oath of allegiance to the Trans
vaal, and to pay the sum of £5 for the privilege. After having been 
eligiole to vote for the Second Chamber for a period of two years, the 
new-fledged voter ( or naturalised person as he is called in the Trans
vaal) became eligible as a candidat.e for a seat in such Chamber. 

It was further provided, in the same year, that no person who 
had been so naturalised could vot.e for a Member of, or become 
eligible for a seat in, the First Volksraad until the lapee of a 
period of t.en years after he had become eligible for the Second 
Chamber. No one could be a Member of the Second Chamber 
until he was thirty years of age, and it will thus be seen that 
under no circumstances could a man get the right to vot.e for the 
First Chamber until he was at least forty, and during the interval 
that had elapsed from the period of his naturalisation he would be 
in the position of having renounced his allegiance to the country 
of his origin, and having rendered himself liable to all the 
burdens of a citizen, including military service, and that in the 
meantime he would be deprived of the exercise of the moat im
portant rights of citizenship. But even then no one was of right 
entitled to the franchise. He could only get citizenship after 
fourt.een years• residence, and compliance with the above pro
visions, if tlu First Volk8raad pa&ed a re&olution admitting him, and 
in pursuancs of regulati<>ns which haoe net1tr been framed. In 1893 
there was legislation again, but an Act of 1894 consolidates and 
adds to the law. 

e. In 1894, the Government, without complying with the 
provisions of the Constitution requiring three months' 
public notice of any proposed new law, induoed the Volks
raad to consent to a further enactment providing that the 
children of aliens born in the Transvaal should not acquire 
the rights of citizenship save under the circumstances 
above set forth, unless their fathers had taken the oath of 
allegiance, and that even the children of fathers who had 
taken the oath of allegiance to the State should only 
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acquire the franchise provided they claimed it when they 
reached the age of sixteen. 

It was further laid down that aliens who had acquired the full 
franchise would not have the right to vote at the election of the 
President and the Commandant-General ( officials who are elected 
by plebiscite). This right was eecured by Act 13 of 1891, and 
dehoerately destroyed in 1898, after many people had taken the 
oath of allegiance. 

The following clause was also added to the law :-
• No extension of the Electoral right shall be allowed unless a 

proposal to that effect shall have been published in the 
State Gazette for a period of one year, and at least two
thirda of the enfranchised burghers shall, by a memorial, 
have declared themselves in favour of it.' 

As all legislation ia initiated by the Government, and as in 
any case it was extremely unlikely that these conditions would 
ever be complied with, all hope of getting the franchise law 
altered through the Volksraad was thus destroyed. 

This constant tampering with the Constitution was viewed 
with great alarm, the spirit in which the laws were conceived was 
clearly recognised, and those persons, thousands in number, who 
had come to the country with a view of settling there, not un
naturally felt there was no guarantee that the law, unsatisfactory 
as it was, could be considered as finally settled, and that it would 
not be continually altered from time to time so as to prevent them 
for ever from obtaining any voice in public affairs. As it was, 
the legislation which had been passed practically amounted to 
perpetual exclusion of the new-comers, inasmuch as they were not 
prepared to accept the anomalous position of being liable to all 
the burdens of citizenship without acquiring its privileges for the 
long period fixed by the statute. 

With regard to the Second Chamber, it must be pointed out 
that this body bears no BUch relation to the First Volksraad as 
its name might at first seem to imply. Its powers of legislation 
are strictly defined. 

It has no power to enforce its own Acts, and has no control 
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whatever over the First Chamber. All its acts and resolutions 
must be submitted to the First Chamber, which has the right t.o 
veto them, and even if not so vet.oed they do not acquire the force 
of law until promulgated by the President, who has the right t.o 
withhold such promulgation at his discretion. It need scareely be 
added that the Second Chamber has no control whatever over the 
finances. It cannot be wondered at that even ardent South 
African patriots like the late John Cilliers should have described 
the Second Raad as a mockery and a sham, and that the Uitlandera 
declined to regard it as of any real benefit to them. 

Before leaving this part of the subject it will be well t.o note 
that, by reason of the requirements of the law concerning the 
Field-Comet's list, the great bulk of the Uitlanders now in the 
Transvaal are practically in the same position in regard to the 
franchise as if they had just arrived in the country. The law 
requiring registration was not enforced for some years, and the 
attention of the public not having been drawn t.o its exiatenoe 
very few persons were aware of it. 

lnl888 the Field-Comet of Johannesburg for the first time drew 
the attention of the public to the law, and threatened to impose finee 
if people did not register. The result was that some thousands of 
people did register their names. The Field-Comet died, and in 
1891, when the question arose again, it was discovered that no lists 
were in existence containing the names which had been registered. 
The attention of the Government was drawn to this fact, with a 
request that proof of registration should be allowed by affidavit, or 
otherwise, and some promises were made that the matter would be 
favourably considered, but no redress has ever been granted. 

Between 1888 and 1895 many thousands of new-comers 
entered the country, but no steps were taken to insist upon com
pliance with the law of registration, with the result that very few 
people have placed their names upon the list. The inaction of the 
Government in this matter leads irresistibly to the conclusion that 
the registration of aliens was not desired. 

Between 1886 and 1890 the population of Johannesburg, 
though constantly and rapidly increasing in numbers, did not 
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give any indication of a desire to take part in the politics of the 
country, but as events developed it gradually dawned upon them 
that unless they had some voice in its affairs their interests would 
be serioUBly endangered. They had been clamouring for the con
atruotion of railways to connect them with the Cape Colony, 
whose line was then advanced as far as the oapital of the Orange 
Free St.ate ; but the President, in pursuance of his policy of pro
moting the interests of the Netherlands Railway Company, to 
whom a conoession had been granted for the construction of all 
railways in the St.ate, and of delaying the building of any lines 
whioh should compete with his pet scheme of connecting Pretoria 
and Johannesburg with Delagoa Bay-a port outside the limits of 
British influenc&-had refused even to consider the question of 
railway communication with the British Colonies. 

In 1890, owing to droughts and the consequent difficulty of 
transport by waggon, Johannesburg was threatened with a famine, 
and popular discontent on the subject of railways became acute. 
Meetings were held, and committees were formed for the purpose 
of urging the construction of railways. President Kruger then 
announced his intention of visiting Johannesburg, and it was said 
that he would address the public, and would notify a change in 
his attitude with regard to railway extension from the Cape to 
the Transvaal. The popular agitation was then stayed. The 
President came to the Raad and made a violent and ill-judged 
speech, which greatly excited the publio. It was on this oocasion 
that a mob of people hauled down the Transvaal flag, which was 
ftying over the President's temporary residence. Although the 
President himself attached no importance to this incident, and 
publicly stated that it was the work of a rowdy crowd, feeling ran 
very high, and excitement was kept up by much blustering talk 
on the part of some of the Boers, and their threats to ride into 
Johannesburg and shoot down those who had incited this act. 
The agitation was also fomented by the angry railing of the 
Vollt38tem newspaper of Pretoria - a rabid anti-English organ, 
owned and published by a Hollander Syndicate. From that date 
the interest of the Uitlander population in the politios of the 
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oountry, and anxiety as to their own political position and future, 
has been constantly growing, and the idea has gradually beeu 
gaining strength that nothing but a radical change in the existing 
et.at.a of things would ensure peace and prosperity. 

There has always been a considerable section among the Boer 
population in sympathy with the aspirations of the new-oomen 
and hostile to the methods of administration and legislation pre
valent in Pretorii&. The views of these Boers have been ably 
represented by a Dutch newspaper, called Land en Volk, edited by 
Mr. Eugene Maraia, an able and patriotic young Transvaaler. H 
represented the thought of men like Mr. E888len and other 
younger and more enlight.ened burghers, and, in season and ou, 
of season, pointed out the dangers arising from the autocratio 
government of Paul Kruger-the granting of official and political 
power to an ever-increasing band of intriguing Hollanders, the 
distnoution of concessions and monopolies among hungry fortune. 
hunters, and other similar ab11888. 

It is probably true that even the burghers represented by thi, 
paper were not prepared to grant the Uitlanders all that they 
wished for, but there is no doubt that they were ready to go a 
great length on the road towards reconciliation and equity, and 
if the principles enunciated by Land en Volk bad been adopted, 
there would at least have been an end to corrupt administration, 
to the intriguing of foreigners, to monopolies and other grievances; 
but unfortunately this party among the burghera has not been 
numerically strong enough to alter the situation. 

In the meantime the influence of the Hollanders in the State 
has been constantly on the increase, and nothing has contributed 
more to the discont.ent and the irritation of the Uitlander popula
tion than the knowledge of the vast power and influence wielded 
by the foreign Hollander element, and their notorious and open 
hostility to Englishmen and everything British. They are to be 
found in every office of the Stat.e from the highest to the lowest, 
and their control of the State railways places them in a position 
to oppress and annoy the public, and to derive undue advantagea 
from the public revenue to an extent which can hardly be 
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appreciated except by those who have lived in the Transvaal, 
while the Press maintained by them has lost no opportunity to 
aggravat.e the new-comers, and widen the breach between them 
and the old residents. The Uitlander, groaning under disabilities, 
smfering between the ignorance of the Boer and the craft of the 
Hollander, and openly flouted by the latter, looked on for years 
.till hoping that the condition of things would alter. He could 
not really believe that things conld go on as they were going on. 
He aaw the Hollander reaping where he had never sown, arro
gantly aasuming almost aut.ooratic power over him. He saw the 
Boer, under the influence of the Hollander, constantly increasing 
hie burdens, and legislating and governing in defiance of all 
known economic laws ; he saw himself being deprived step by 
.step of all hope of political equality ; he saw the whole adminis
tration of the country going from bad to worse ; he saw intrigue 
.constantly threat.ening hie property and even hie existence-and 
he finally decided that the time was come to endeavour to obtain 
redress by any means within his power. 

I shall endeavour now to point out more exactly the nature 
;&nd ext.ant of the grievances of the Uitlanders, what steps had 
been taken by them up to 1890 to secure redress, and how their 
-efforts were met. It is first of all necessary in my view to dispel 
att.erly the false charge which has been publicly made, that the 
revolt in Johannesburg had its origin in any sordid object. 

Taking this last aspect first, let me stat.e emphatically that I 
personally not only had no selfish or monetary object, but that on 
the contrary I risked everything, that I have lost a practice worth 
ten thousand a year, while a considerable amount of my property 
in the Transvaal is under interdict, and that I had not directly or 
indirectly any motive except the establishment of right. What I 
have said for myself I believe to be true of every man who was on 
the Reform Committee. It may also be important to not.a what 
the constitution of that Committee was, in view of the statement 
that has been made that this was a base intrigue to deprive the 
'Transvaal of its independence and to annex it to the Empire. 
Analysis will show that there were several prominent Americans 
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and a very large number of South Africans on the Committee. 
I state unhesitatingly that the latter would never have attempted. 
never have lent themselves to any unjust attempt to deprive the 
Transvaal of its independence- that all they wanted was fair 
government, that they aaw no prospect of getting such govem
ment unlesa they had a voice in the affairs of the country, and 
that if President Kruger and the Volkeraad had granted them 
even a measure of justice, they would have taken much lees than 
they were entitled to, in the hope and belief that they would 
-,cure full measure of right in due course by patience and wise 
conduct. As to the Americans, it is idle to suggest that they 
would ever have lent themselves to such a scheme. 

While on this point, it may be noted. too, that it has been 
nggested that the Reform Committee were the creatures of 
oapitalist.s, if not capitalists themselves, and that they had sel6.sh 
or ulterior motives inconsistent with right. Again, analysis will 
ehow how unfounded this charge is. The great bulk of the men 
were representative of the great masses of the population. A 
large percentage were profeesional men, including lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, and some were merchants ; all had a great deal to lose, 
and, in short, the whole constitution of that Committee shows the 
charge to be groundless. For convenience I trace here first the 
origin and growth of popular discontent, and I hope to show 
conclusively the falsity of the statement made, that at the end 
of 1895 discontent was artificially created by the capitalists for 
their own base objects. I have described shortly the conditions 
which existed up to the time when President Kruger changed hi.a. 
railway policy, and I may accurately describe the relations which 
existed between the governors and governed up to that time, by 
aaying that the Uitlander had displayed no great anxiety to get 
political power ; that he was engaged in building up the mining 
industry, and that he would have been content for a very long 
time at least to leave the power in the hands of the Boer, provided 
he was justly and honestly governed. He had really not thought 
much about politics. Those who had thought about, and who had. 
been discontented with, the change of the franchise laws were 
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comparatively few, and they, in common with the many, still 
hoped that matters would mend. Fair words were meted out to 
them on all possible occasions, they were told the President 
YBI1ted to 'lead them up to equality;' they had not learnt to 
understand the value of official promises, and they did not realise 
the character of the policy which President Kruger and his 
Hollander advisers were following. I believe I am correct in 
stating for others, what I can state for myself, that they regarded. 
the Boers with more than friendly feeling ; that they looked upon 
Kruger 88 an honest, if rugged, old hero ; that they were even 
willing, in deference to Dutch sentiment, to concede a great deal 
which it was scarcely just they should concede, and that it was 
only when their faith in promises and their hopes of ameliomtion 
were undermined that they saw the necessity of a880Ciation and 
the need for action. The result was the establishment of 
the political assooiation known 88 the Transvaal National Union. 
This ll880Ciation was formed in 1892 with an Afrikander as 
its chairman. To show the objects of the Union and the 
spirit which animated its proceedings, I annex extracts from 
the reports of some of its meetings. Evidence of this sort 
could be multiplied if wanted. In this year, the Union, think
ing it wise to inform the burghers of the country what its 
origin and objects were, published a pamphlet in Dutch, and 
eent it to every homestead in the land. That pamphlet shows 
what was complained of at the time and what the Union 
10ught. The Hollander Press had been distorting the objects 
of the Union in every conceivable manner, and it was necessary 
to counteract the mischievous influences at work. The Pre88, 
a subsidised newspaper, published a manifesto in reply to the 
pamphlet, which I am &88Ured was revised, if not written, in 
the President's house. I have only got newspaper reports com
menting on this manifesto, but I recollect its tone and general 
contents. It called the Uitlanders liars, traitors, and snakes in the 
grass, and was couched in the most violent language. The epithets 
above mentioned cropped up at every second paragraph, and it 
breathed a spirit of such dire hostility that men became well-nigh 
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hopeless. Still they continued their endeavoUJ'8 in the belief that 
a change would be brought about through the burghers. It ia 
aignificant that even papers like the Standard and Diggerl New, 
which was a Government organ, recognised the justice of the 
UitJandera' claim, and I think it is permissible to refer to extract.a 
from leading articles appearing in that newspaper, which I anneL 
It was then, and still is, a supporter of the Kruger Government. 
Where the charge is made that the National Union was merely 
aeeking to stir up strife on the pretext of securing political right.a, 
I am entitled to refer to a speech made by Mr. Esselen. Thia 
gentleman, born in South Africa, is, I believe, of German origin. 
No one who knows him can accuse him of friendship towards the 
English as against the Dutch. He had been a Judge of the High 
Court, and has held the office of Attorney-General in the Trana
vaal, and when using language such as he did in speaking from 
the National Union platform in September, 1892, his statement.a 
are entitled to the greatest weight. He said :-

' I agree with this movement. I may tell you that I am in 
entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am proud to be asked to say a few words.' 

Speaking of the suggestion made by the Hollander Press t~ 
this was a movement fomented from outside, he said that it was--

• An absolute absurdity. But it is a further step in that class 
of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind the eyes of 
the burghers again as to your real motives. What is that 
motive, gentleman P I have heard to-night with nrprise 
and with deep regret the report which your Committee has 
brought back from the powers that be in Pretoria. I wish 
to ask you whether you can give any credence t.o the state
ments of a man (President Kruger) who says he is going 
to unite two people, when the whole of his acts for the last 
ten years show it is absolutely untrue. I do not speak 
without knowing what I am talking about-I say you have 
been kept out of your political privileges, not beca118e the 
people have kept you out from fear that your being granted 
these privileges would wreck or endanger the independence 
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of this country, but to enable a few, and a greedy few, to 
rule this country for their own ends.' 

Aft.er tracing the ohangee in the law of the franchise he said : 
• Who was it tlmt proposed the measure that was now in force 

that the new-comer in this country should only get full 
franchise after he had been here fourt.een years, and then 
only at the sweet will of the legielative body P Who waa it 
proposed that P W aa it not the same man who gave your 
Committee the answer to do nothing more? I ask you, 
gentlemen, can you after that sit still and follow the advice 
that is given you to hold no more meetings; will you allow 
yourselves to be oaught, gentlemen P I say you would not 
be doing your duty to yourselves and the South Afrioan 
Republio.' 

Speaking with reference to the proposition that the President'• 
power was supreme and sufficient to bring about any change he 
wanted, he said:-

• Now, I ask you, has he gone to the burghers and said, There 
are thousands of men well-disposed to the Republic that 
want the franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran
ohise-1 advise you to give them that franchise. I think 
you will strengthen the Republic jj you allow them the 
equal privileges P All these years has he even raised a 
single word for you P If he had gone on his travels to 
meet the burghers and laid your just cause before these 
burghers, is there any one who doubts what the anawer 
would be P If any one doubts he would be a lunatic, and 
therefore I say, trust them not, they are fooling you-rely 
upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your case.' 

No man who reads the records of the speeches made at the first 
meeting of the Union, and at many subsequent meetings, can 
doubt that there waa a strong sense of wrong-that the people had 
awakened to the necessity of endeavouring to get redress of that 
wrong, while on the other hand they desired, not to upset, but to 
strengthen, the Government. Shortly after the first meeting an 
intimation was received from the State Secretary that the Presi-
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dent would like to meet some delegates from the U nion-eeven 
delegates met him on the let September, 1892-1 was one of the 
number. Previoll8 to that time I had believed that President 
Kruger, in his own time and in his own way, would bring about a 
change in the conditions of which we complained. I too had 
swallowed the bait, and believed that he was kept back by a 
reactionary Volksraad from at once doing jll8tice, but aft.er that 
meeting I never believed this. Embodied in one of the newspaper 
reports which I append will be found a report which the deputa
tion brought back to and laid before a public meeting at Johannes
burg of the Union. That report is accurate. Not wishing, 
however, to inflame public opinion, which was very excited, the 
deputation did not report what had left a deep impression on their 
hearts, namely, the badly disguised hostility shown by President 
Kruger. It was on this occasion that President Kruger said to 
me, 'Go back and tell your people I shall never give them anything: 
I shall never change my policy, and now let the storm burst.' 

There had been nothing in the conduct or behaviour of the 
deputation to jll8tify any outburst of anger. On the contrary, we 
had treated the President with the greatest respect, as head of the 
St.ate, notwithstanding the extreme divergence of our views. And 
here I may add, generally, that the charge which baa been made 
by the Boers, and which was repeated in a proclamation of the 
President's issued in 1896, that demands had been made upon 
the Transvaal Government in tones so insolent that it was im
poeaible on that ground alone to concede them, is absolutely false. 
I refer to the petitions, to the resolutions, and to the speeches of 
the National Union to disprove this gross charge. I wish to call 
special attention to a written message which was conveyed to the 
Union by President Kruger, who, after his undiplomatic treat
ment of the deputation, appeared to have thought it necessary to 
reassure the public mind. This message will be found appended. 
In that message President Kruger admitted that the Uitlanden 
were in the majority ; indeed, he made this the ground for 
objecting to their obtaining political rights, saying that they 
would swamp his old burghers. He admitted the injll8tice of the 
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aisting franchise by saying that he was prepared to bring 
forward a acheme whereby the names of a certain number of 
people whom the Government deemed trustworthy should be 
mbmitted to the Volkeraad each year with the object of aecuring 
t.o them full burgher righta. I may state here that the only 
falfilment of that promise came subsequently in the aggravation 
of the laws against the Uitlander, as I shall show later on. This 
propoeal was rejected as wholly i.nsuflicient to satisfy the jUBt 
claim of the Uitlanders. They deemed the great body of people 
trustworthy and fit to exercise electoral rights. They propoeed 
that those persons who had resided in the State two ye&l'8, and 
oWDed freehold or leasehold property of the value of £100 or eo, 
were in receipt of an annual income of £100, and who took the 
oath of allegiance, should be admitted. The Government pro
poeal amounted at the best to making the people dependent upon 
the will of the Government, instead of the contrary, and there 
was no guarantee as to who would be so called to exercise the 
right of citizenship. On the contrary, there was a well-grounded 
fear that such a proposal would only result in the Government 
selecting for citizenship people who would support ita policy and 
neglect the broad interests of the public. 

Nothing could be greater or more extraordinary than the 
enthusiasm and union of the people who attended the meetings of 
the National Union. The capitalist class were conspicuous by 
their absence-they were, in fact, abused roundly for leaving the 
professional and commercial classes and the working men to fight 
for liberty. They were charged with pursuing their own selfish 
ends at the expense of principle, and they were for a time pro
bably the most unpopular men in Johannesburg. And I may 
here, once for all, state that they stood aloof from the National 
Union and ita work from 1892 until 1895. Resolutions, appeals, 
arguments, however, fell on deaf eara. The Government gave 
one parrot cry in answer : ' You will swamp our burghers.' In 
vain it was pointed out to them that fate had placed the Uitlanden 
in one or two districta, that by the distribution of seats as the law 
etood the Uitlandera, if they had the full franchise, would only be 
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able to eend a minority of members to the legislature, that redis
tribution could only come about by an act of the Volk.araad, and 
that the old burghers of the Volk.maad, who would in any cue be 
in a majority, could control 111ch an act. In vain we urged that 
the mere fact of men wishing to have a vote and to exeroiee their 
inlluenoe constitutionally wu the beat proof that they had no 
revolutionary designs, and that, while they would not be able in 
the legislature to carry any measure connected with high politioe 
or the independence of the country, they would be able directly 
to represent their constituents in the complex matters connected 
with the mining industry and commerce, to enlighten their 
legislators who were simple farmers, and to co-operate for the 
common good, while powerleu to do any harm. Meeting after 
meeting was held from time to time, but, instead of things getting 
better, they grew worse. 

In 1893 the V olk.sraad consisted of a body of men, twenty
four in number, who had always, by a majority, backed President 
Kruger and hie policy up. It was deemed hopeless to appeal to a 
Volkaraad constituted as this one was. There was in that 
Volkaraad a minority of eight or nine men, amongst them MellBl'B. 
Lucas Meyer, the two de Jagers, Loveday, and Jeppe, who held 
enlightened views, and, with a broader patriotism, urged an 
alteration in the condition of things, the granting of a liberal 
franchise, and the redress of other grievances. These men and 
their utterances in the Volkeraad constituted a strong defence of 
the position taken up by the Uitlanders-they, at least, could not 
be charged with tre&80nable intentions ; they supported reform, 
but they were always out-voted. I believe that at a private 
caucus of this party they were prepared to recommend a five 
yeartl franchise, and I may add here unhesitatingly that if such a 
franchise had been offered to the Uitlanders, coupled with Nl880n
able provisions eecuring to the Uitlanders the benefit of the time 
they had lived in the country in calculating their right to the 
franchise, they would gladly have been accepted. In 1894 the 
National Union prepared and obtained signatures to a petition 
praying for the franchise on equitable term& I have not got 
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a copy of that petition, but ita language was respectful and 
moderate. It was signed by 13,000 people. When this petition 
was oonaidered, it was rejected. scornfully amid laughter and jeers. 

I had gone to England in May, 1894, for a change, but it is a 
matter of history that in 1894 the relations between the Govern
ment and the people became very strained. The Government 
went to war with a chief named Malaboch, and claimed the right 
to a.act military aervice from the Uitlanders, while denying them 
Givio rights. The Uitlanders very fairly said, 'Give us equality 
or rights and we will take equality of obligation-make u 
Gitizens and we will fight your battles! Five men in Pretoria 
who had been commandeered refused on principle to go to the 
front; they were imprisoned, and appealed to the High Court. 
The Court decided that they were liable to military service, and 
they were sent to the front under compulsion. This greatly 
exasperated. public feeling. Sir Henry Loch visited the Transvaal, 
and the result was that the Pretoria Government undertook t.o 
exempt British subjects from military service. What had ex
uperated. men peculiarly, apart from the broad question, was the 
fact that Germans and Hollanders, while enjoying peculiar privi
leges in the country, were exempt from military service. The 
difficulty was felt by Sir Henry Loch, but I am not aware whether 
the matt.er has ever been settled upon a satisfactory basis. I wish 
to make it quite clear, however, that the National Union, in 
aeeking citizenship for its members, clearly recognised and 
accepted. liability to military service, or any other obligation of a 
oitisen, as a liability attaching, as a matter of course, to adrnisainu 
to citisenahip. Here, again, there has been great distortion of 
facts. English BUbjecta who were denied political recognition 
resented. being driven like sheep to fight in wars or squabbles in 
the making of which they had no voice. Their action was imme
diately distorted, and it was converted. into an additional reason 
for not giving them the franchise, the Krugerites and the 
Hollanders saying, ' Here are men who want a vote but won't 
fight! It is a matter of history, too, how President Kruger was 
lavish in his promises to those English subjects who had gone to 
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fight willingly, how he promised them the franchise because they 
had fought, and how that promise has been broken. 

The greatest excitement and indignation waa caused by the 
Government enforcing the proposition that while men were liable 
for milit.ary service they were not entitled to citizens' rights. In 
July, 1894, a meeting was held in Johannesburg by the National 
Union, and the speeches made at that meeting, which I append 
hereto, with the resolutions paSBed, show clearly what the argu
ments on behali of the Uitlander were and what the temper waa 
that had been aroused, not merely by the attempt to compel 
military service, but by the denial of rights. I would direct 
.special attention to the speech made by Mr. Advocate W 88881s, 
because he is an Afrikander, of pure Dutch descent, whoee 
ancestors have been for many generations in South Africa. I 
direct attention to the protest setting forth categorically the 
grounds of grievance on behali of the Uitlanders which was 
formulated and adopted by that meeting. It will be seen that 
Advocate WeBBels spoke in language of withering contempt of the 
-0apitalists, whom he described as skulking round the street 
corners instead of assisting in the struggle for political freedom. 
These records should destroy for ever the false statement that 
discontent had been fomented in 1895 for the selfish purpoees of 
capitalists. 

I returned to South Africa at the end of 1894, and the Hon. 
~ohn Tudhope, a man born in South Africa, who had been a 
Minister of the Crown at the Cape, having resigned his office aa 
Chairman, I wus elect-Od in succession to him. I can state with 
absolute honesty that at that time I still hoped for a peaceful 
-solution of the problem, and that I had never contemplated the 
use of force. The National Union, resenting the intrusion of 
Hollanders, had adopted the cry of ' Africa for the Afrikanders,' 
.as against ' Africa for the Hollanders,' and hoped to get this 
enforced by the will of a majority of the Volksraad members. 
Elections were to take place in the early part of 1895, as the 
period of office of twelve out of the twenty-four members of the 
Volksrnad had tenuinated. There waa a minority of seven or 
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eght favourable generally to honest government and reform, and 
if the principles they repreaented should be triumphant at· the 
-polls, we were aasured that there was a reasonable prospect of a 
hostile majority being changed into a favourable one. We were 
.alao told that meetings in Johannesburg only afforded grounds for 
miarepreeentation and bittemeu, and that the result of auoh 
meetings W88 that our friends in the Volksraad were unable 
-.aoceeafully to establish their views, ao we were counaelled to hold 
no more meetings, but to petition the Raad again. It waa 
;aooordingly reaolved to follow this policy, and during the whole of 
1895 no meeting of the National Union was held publicly .. The 
Committee, however, W88 active, and waa the meana of formulat
ing petitions on several point.. Among the aubjecta brought 
forward by meana of auch petitions were the taking over of the 
railways from the Hollander Conceuionairee in terms of the con
,ceeaion. Thie was regarded 88 most 8888ntial, 88 the control by 
the State of the railways would deprive the foreign inftuence from 
Holland of enormous power over our destinies. That inftuenee 
bad been used by them not only to burden the industry-to say 
nothing of the irritation caused by their forbidding the use of the 
English language in relation to business, nineteen-twentieths of 
which was carried on by Englishmen-by the policy of extortionate
-charges and the obstruction of trade passing through the channel 
,of the British Colony of the Cape; and very strained relationahad 
been brought about with the neighbouring States. In fact, it W88 

.believed that the closing of the drifts or fords through the V aal 
River, and the proln'bition of waggon traffic between the Colonial 
Railway Terminus at the Free State Border and Johannesburg, 
with the view to forcing the mercantile community to submit to 
the unjust burdens laid upon it by the Netherlands Railway Com
pany, would cause an open rupture. The Transvaal Government 
was eventually compelled to allow this traffic to be resumed, but 
the incident is a striking illustration of the lengths to which the 
Government, incited thereto by Hollanders, W88 prepared to go in 
the spirit of hostility to British trade and the interest. of British 

Allbject.e in the country. 
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A large aeotion of the Dutch population were at one with th& 
Uitlandere on the question of railways, and petitions, Tery in-
8uentially signed by .both, were laid befora the Volkaraad showing
the most cogent reaaona why the State should take over the rail
ways. The status of the judgee, t.oo, and their aalaries, municipal 
SQTernment, and other subject.a, were dealt with by way of petition;. 
bat the point upon which the energy of the National Union,,.... 
ocmoentrated wu the franchiae. I append a oopy of a petition on 
~ subject which wu presented to the Vollwaad in 1896. It. 
language ia 80 moderate and reepectful that it givee the lie dired 
to the statement.a made on behalf of the Transvaal GoTernment 
that the Uitlandere had demanded their right.a from the Govem
aumt in language which would not have been tolerated in their-
001Ultry of origin. 

A number of new members had been eleoted to ~e VoJ.karaad.. 
and the public abstained in the mean time from demonstrations, 
and cherished the hope that the petition for the franchise, upon 
aaoh fair terms as the Volkaraad might think fit, would recein
faTourable oonsideration. Thia hope was doomed to diaappoin~ 
ment. The Volkaraad, after debate, in which much intemperate 
langaage wu uaedooncerning the Uitlanders, refused their prayer; 
on.e member went 80 far u openly to declara, in the oourae ol 
debate, that if the petitioners wanted the right.a they asked for, 
they would have to fight for them. Thia, then, 'W1L8 the decision 
-Of tae Volkaraad which would ramain in power for years, and it 
wu manif• that no improvement oould be expected from ai.. 
quarter. 

It mut be noted here that it was not until the beginning ot· 
1896 that the eo-oalled capitaliat.e for the fi.nt time t.ook part in 
political affain. They subeoribed oonsiderable 8UDl8 of money t.o• 
be ued within the terms of the law in aeaiating the Progressive 
party to eeoure the return of Progreeaive members to the ~ 
and they for the first time joined in petitioning for the franchise. 
The petition jut mentioned was signed by about 38,600 people, 
of whom 32,600 were resident in the Witwate1'81'&1ld Johann-
burg Goldfi.elds. The remaining 6000 eignaturee came from. 
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'\'8.J".ioue part.a of the oountry. The signatures were obtained. 
honestly, and men were eager to put their names to the petition. 
The National Union waa ecrupulouly careful in it.e endeavours to 
ucertain the genuineneu of the signatures, and could only 
diaoover eight names which it was neoessary to eraee, those being 
names of men not resident in the Stat.e, although they passed a 
great.er part of their time there. Yet some members of the 
Volbraad declared that the great bulk of the signatures were 
forgeries, and that no importanoe oould be attached to the petition 
u a genuine document. 

I propoee to comider not the question of Revenue and 
Espenditure of the Stat.e and the incidence of taxation ; but 
before going into the figures under this head it will be as well to 
oonaider what the relative strength of the Uitlander and the 
burgher population ia, and what ia the position of the Uitlander 
with respect to his holding of property in the Stat.e. 

It ia clli&oult in the abeence of proper ceD.8118 returna to give 
an euct estimate of the whit.e population of the Transvaal In 
1880 it was officially stated that there were 8000 burghers in the 
State, and the main reason advanoed for the retrocession of the 
eountry in 1881 waa that it appeared from memoriala that 6600 
Ollt of thia 8000 were opposed to the continuance of British rule. 
The burghers have only inoreaaed by nataral process during the 
Jut sixteen years, as comparatively few men have been naturalised 
during that period. An official handbook iaaued by the Govem
ment in 1896 stated that the persona liable to military service 
numbered 26,000. Even auoming thia figure to be correct (as to 
which doubt may wet), I take it that it means that there were 
26,000 pel'IODI registered on the Field-Comet's List, but, as a 
great many people who have not full burgher rights are so 
regiat,ered, the number of actual burghers muat be oonaiderably 
Ieee than 26,000. Thie view ia eupported by the fact that at the 
Jut Presidential election, which was very keenly oonteeted, only 
16,000 votee were out in all-namely, about 8000 for President 
Krager and about 7000 for General Joubert-and it muat be 
home in mind that ffery burgher from the age of IWe8ll 
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years upwards ia entitled t.o vot.e. Indeed it was openly stat.ed at 
the time in the Transvaal that a considerable number of persona 
had voted more than once. On the whole it may be doubted 
whether there are within the Stat.e more than about 20,000 
full enfranchiaed burghers of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards. 

As t.o the Uitlander population, we have the faot that on the 
Witwatersrand Goldfield& alone the petition for the franchiae 
waa signed by over 32,000 men ; and taking the other districts 
8Uch as Barbarton, Klerkadorp, the Lydenburg Goldfield& and 
Murchison Goldfield&, and the various t.owna in which there are 
considerable bodies of Uitlanders, it ia reasonable t.o assume that 
the t.otal body of male Uitlanders numbers nearly 60,000_. or, in 
other words, ia about twice aa many as the male burgher popu
lation. The President himself, writing as far back as 1892, 
stated that the Uitlanders outnumbered the Boers, and the former 
have increased in number vastly since then. A local 08D8U8 of 
the population of Johannesburg within a three-mile radius of the 
Poat Office, taken in 1896, gives the number of male Europeans 
over the age of sixteen years within that area as 26,068. The 
accuracy of the oell8U8 may be doubt.eel. but in any case t.o thia 
number must be added the large population spread along the 
mines t.o the east and west, and those settled in t.owns like 
Boksburg, Germist.on, Krugersdorp, and other localities. Prac
tically the whole of this population ia Uitlander, the burghers 
being almost t.o a man composed of farmers. 

Virtually all the commerce, mining, and other industries are 
in the hands of the Uitlanders, and the whole of the property 
connected with these employments and the capital invested therein 
belong to them. The burghers confine their attention t.o pastoral 
and agricultural pursuits, and do not invest their money in other 
industries. It ia computed that of the land held under private 
titles about one-half has been purchased in freeholds by the 
Uitlanders, often at very large prices, the other half remaining in 
the hands of the Boers. There are vast tracts of land, including 
large areas in the occupation of the nativee of the north, which 
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are still veet.ed in the State, and a considerable portion of this 
land ia but ill-811ited to European oooupation. This fact mll8t be 
bome in mind with reference to the statement recently made in a 
Government newspaper to the effect that atatiatica were being 
prepared which would prove that the Uitlandera owned only one
fourth of the area of tlld State. 

To oome now to the question of Revenue. 
Before the diaoovery of the goldfielda the Republic was in an 

almost bankrupt condition. Its total revenue may be set down as 
not exceeding £160,000 per annum, and this is believed to be a 
very h"beral estimate. The revenue for 1894 was. in round 
figures, £2,260,000. In 1896 it had risen to nearly £3,260,000; 
while from trustworthy data I am in a position to state that the 
revenue for 1896 was over £4,500,000. 

I have made an analysis of the sources of revenue, and 
oaloulate that of the total revenue of over £3,000,000 for 1895 
the Boera only contributed about £160,000. If I double theee 
figures for safety sake, and make it £320,000 (although it ia 
really not anything like this), the enfranchised population paid 
only something like one-tenth of the total revenue, while the 
Uitlander, who ia excluded from all representation, paid the 
balance ; and it mll8t be noted that the constant increment to 
the revenue comes almost exclusively out of hie pocket, as the 
taxation paid by the rural population ia not increasing pro
portionally. 

The incidence of taxation ia ao arranged as to favour the 
burghers at every point, at the expense of the aliens. • The 
farmers, who make the laws, take care that the burden placed 
upon the claaa to which they belong should be as light as possible. 
Accordingly we find that in the Schedule of Articles liable t.o 
Oaatoma Duty all thoee things which the Uitlandera require are 
abject to heavy taxation, while things which are used by the 
Boera-for instance, ngar, coffee, and clothing-are taxed com
paratively lightly. (I append a copy of the Schedule.) 

Another feature of the situation ia that the Boera have taken 
advantage of their power to impose hostile tariffs on such things 
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aa meal, flou, maise. ..... t, bacon, ham, forage, pig&, eattle, 
aheep, and 80 on. Thie hu been done partly with the objd of 
nieing revenue, but mainly for proteofive purpoaee, regudlell of 
the fact that the produce ol the oountry wu, and ia, wholly 
insuftioient to 1Upply the local requiremnta ef lobannelburg 
district alone. I may eay boldly that there ia not a aingle poaa 
of ftou, BUCh as Europeans are aocutomecl to ue, produoei in 
the Transvaal, and yet thie ar1icle ia t.u:ed at the rate of 7 •· 64. 
per 100 lbe., plua a 7i per eent. 114 t1tJ/o,wa duty. The same 
duty ia imposed upon meal, nearly all of which baa to be 
imported. Tinned meat.a and vegetables, including potat.oee, an 
taxed at 26,. per 100 lbe., although they are not produeecl ia 
anything like IUf&oient quantities in the oountry. The t.a Oil 
bacon and ham amounts approumately to 1,. a lb. The rentt 
baa been that the middle olaaaes and working people have lelt the 
GOit of living to preee very hea'rily upon them, and consequently, 
in very many casee, married men are 11D.&ble to keep families in 
the country. Thia exeeeaive taxation has, moreover, been mam-
1Bined, notwithatan.ding the fact that there baa been for yean a 
•ery large annual IIW'plua in the Treuvy, and in spite of 
reiterated. petitiou for relief. 

The expenditure of the ooantry has been maintained oa 6e 
moet laviah acale, and ie greatly in excelll of anything that ia 
required for the purpoee, of proper government. 

Fixed salaries amounted in 1895 to £670,000 ; thia WM 

exclusive of the amounts voted for the administration of juatioe, 
for education, hospital,, police and prieona, and 80 on. 

I find that under the heading of Public W orb £363,000 .... 
epent in 1895, although the country ia practically unbridged ; ita 
roads are neglected, and the State owns no railways. The itaoa 
marked 'Divers Servioee, £95,000,' and 'Special Expmaea, 
£205,000,' are totally unexplained, although there ie no cloaht 
that a large portion of theae 8WD8 ie spent en aeoret eervioee, 
among which it is believed that the aubeidieing of newapapen 
6guree. In 1894 the it.em.a of Special Expenditure and Diven 
Servioee amounted to £330,000 a.ud £163,600 respectively. 
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ID 1896 the l1IDl of £164,000 ,,.. appropriated under the h. 
.t military eemoea. It ia believed that theee items have aince 
Ml largely inanMed. The item 'Purchaae of Exploeift8, 
£619,000,' ii one of which the publio oomplainecl bitterly. 1$ 
GlOmlt.a to ~that, haTIDg impoeed an oppreuive dynamite 
1DODopoly upon the public, the Government advanoea with~ 
eecurity to the monopolist.a £600,000 at a time out of the publio 
18Y8llD8 to enable them to exploit the monopoly. Moreover, DO 

information ia vouched to the public aa to where the Treasury 
arp}11888 are depolited or the uae to which they are put, and the 
pablic mind ia very uneuy upon thc.e points. I have made eome 
-.lcalationa buad on t.be returna for 1896, and I find that the 
-.mount.a raiaed by t.uation in ueeaa of the expenditure, by the 
aceu of charpt by t.be Netherland.a Railway Oompany for t.he 
-.rriage of coal and merobandise for the goldfields u compand 
with the Cape Railwa.y chars-, and the 8UDl unjuatly eucW 
from t.be pablic by meana ol the dynamite monopoly, represent iJa 
all a mm appnmrollhtly equal to 1 O,. upon eveey ton of ore IIUJMNl 
GD the Rand. 

The total value of the gold product is between £8,000,000 and 
M,000,000 per annum, and gold is virtnally t.be only a.port from 
~ oountry. The amount.a paid to the abareholdere interested in 
~e nriou oompaniee in 1896 waa about £1,600,000. I cannot 
give any accurate estimate of the tot.al capital invested in the goW 
induatry, but it is very large. The profit.a of the Netherlands 
Railway Company during 1896 were, I believe, £1,600,000 (groa 
tevenue being about £3,000,000), while the profit made out of the 
iynamite monopoly wu probably not Ieee than £400,000. The 
Govenmumt revmue for 1896 waa over £4,600,000. 

The Uitlander population haTe protested in nin agamd 
wutefa1 expenditure, against the appropriation of pablic moneya 
u pmpoeee ol which no one knows anything, and against the 
JaTiah outJay for military purpoeee, which were only intended to 
GTerawe those who would be the most peaceful citizens in the 
'WOJ'ld if they were only juatly govemed. They have, however, 
no voice ancl no cont1'0l, and the apirit in which the government ii 
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adrninistered has all along been 111Ch 88 to fill them with appre
hemion that matters would go from bad to worse. The constitu~ 
tion of the Government and the distribution of power is a further
grievanoe. The President and the Exeoutive Council haTit 
gradually obtained powers in the State out of all proportion to, 
what ia jUBt. The First Volbraad, in whom the 811preme power 
of legi.alation is vested, conmt.e of only twenty-six men, most of" 
them under the strong personal in1luenoe of the President; and. 
being BO few in number, that body can be eaaily cajoled or bullied 
or otherwise in1luenoed. Hitherto the President has found tJlid. 
he has only to declare that any given m8881ll'8 is n80888UY for the 
purpoee of maintaining the independence of the Republic to, 
ll8C1ll'8 acquiescenoe in his project. All legi.alation is initiated by 
the Government-private bills being unknown ; and the result i& 
that practioally the whole power in the State is in the hands of 
the Executive Council ; and a amall clique of leading familiee, 
who, with an army of Hollander officials, and the Amsterdam and 
other Continental financien--who control the railways-and the 
German dynamite monopolists, are in the position to treat the 
Uitlanders and their industries enotly 88 their fancy or prejudices. 
may dictate, and whoee every act eviden088 a confirmed hostility 
against the Uitlanders, and again.et everything that would tend to 
atrengthen British in1luenoe, benefit British trade, or favour 
British traditions or methods of government. And this in face 
of the fact that the vast majority of the Uitlanders conaiat.a of 
British mbject.a. 

As inatanoing the powers which the Legialature willingly 
aooords to the Exeoutive, it may be noted that the latter body ha& 
been constituted the BOie and final judge in the matter of disputed 
elections. When the eeoond dynamite monopoly waa being con
trived, the Government actually got the Volk.araad to confide to it 
the power to determine what the tax on dynamite should be. 
This was ultimately fixed at Bid. per pound. Up to compara
tively quite a recent period the Volk.araad used annually to 
delegate to the Exeoutive Council the abBOlute power to legislate 
during the rece88 upon matters of urgency, a power which was in 
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eome matanoee manifestly abuaed ; as, for instance, when the 
reeolution was puaed (in comequence of the Government having 
been cast in damagea at the suit of a man who had been seriously 
injured by reaaon of the misfeasance of persons employed in 
oonatructing public road.e) t.o the effect that the Government 
ehoald not be held liable in similar cases in future. 

The spirit in which the Legislature act.a may further be de
monstrated by the manner in which it has interfered with private
right.s; thua inttwo instances it has passed laws in cases abeolutely 
ftll, judice, depriving the Court of the right t.o proceed t.o judgment. 
A flagrant case occurred in connection with a matter of vital 
importance t.o the mining induatry. An action had been instituted 
by the mining companies t.o set aside certain cyanide patent.a under 
which large royalties were being extracted from the induatry. 
While this action was pending, the Volksraad actually entertained 
a petition for an alteration in the Patent Laws which would 
oontain a retrospective provision declaring in effect that no patent 
which had been registered for three years should be challenged. 
Thie proposed law was actually put t.o the vote, and was only lost 
by the casting vote of the Chairman of the Volksraad. If it had 
been carried it would have defeated the action then pending. 
8inoe then the patent.a have been declared void by the Court. 
The feeling of insecurity created by this incident was most 
profound. .A.gain, the Volksraad was induced by the Government 
t.o attempt legislation in connection with what is known as the
Bewaarplaatsen, which created great anger and unrest. Briefly, 
the fact.a were these. Certain companies held mining claims and 
alao required right.a for the depositing of tailings. Five or six of 
the companies had acquired the legal right to such sites by mean& 
of claim licenses entitling 11hem t.o the minerals under the land as. 
well as the use of the surface. An amendment of the gold law 
,ru passed providing for the granting of depositing sites at 
reduced licenses, and declaring that no such site should be helcl 
upon claims. This waa before the value of deep-level claims had 
been demonstrated. The local Mining Commi88ioner thereupon 
required the companies t.o give up their mining title t.o the claims 

89 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH ADICA. 

in question, and t.ake out licenaea for depoaiting aitee 1lpoD t.bea. 
The compa.niee refuaed to do thia, but the Oommiaaioner i,w,&ef 
1hat they ahould oomply, 8881U111g them that no one el,e ooul 
have the mineral right. The nut ll&ep wu that the Governmeat 
introduced proposed alt.erationa to the gold law by which pel'._ 

other than the holders of the depoaiting aitee ahould acquire the 
right to the minerala. It waa propoeed that auoh andergroand 
mining right.a ahould be granted to the first 'applicant.a ' therefur, 
ngardleae of the equitiea and of the faot that the companiea W 
held the legal utle to the minerals, and had given them up pno
tically under compulsion, and under the uaurance that no one e1ae 
GOUid get them. A widespread coupiracy exiated among a boc1J 
of persona who were known to infest the Government oftioea, aacl 
t.o be always on the alert t.o obtain property whioh did not belong 
t.o them by underhand meana-eome of them the Preaidan"• 
peraonal friends and election aupporten-end if this aoheme hai 
not been thwarted by the energy of thoee engaged in the mining 
industry, these individuala would have been placed, without OOD• 

eideration, in the poaaeaaion of property, the value of which hai 
been demonstrated at great ooat by the companies, and to whiola 
the oorn:paniea had every equitable right, which wu worth 
millions, and which wu neoeaary to their continued exiat.enoe u 
~mpaniee. 

It waa commonly reported and accepted aa the truth, that large 
nm.a of money were spent in Pretoria in connection with both the 
eyanide matter and the att.ack on the companies just deeon"becl. 
I think I am right in aaying that theae grave abuaea, and the 
riaka that constantly threatened of a recurrence of such thins-, 
finally aatiafied the capitalist claaa that they would have to join iD 
ihe endeavour to get better government. 

Another grave cauae of unrest waa the unsatisfactory atatua al 
ihe Judges under the High Court. The Uitlander had no other 
independent guardian of hie right.a, and he constantly aaw witll 
alarm, either an actual or a threatened interference with the juria
diction and independence of the J udgea. 

I have cited aome oaaee above in whioh the V olkaraad did in• 
90 

Digitized by Google 



UITLA.NDEBS IN THE TRANSV A.AL. 

1erfere with pending litigatiOJl. Public men amongst the Boen 
4id not seem . to realiae the dangers ariaing from this at.ate of 
things. I recollect the Minister of Mines saying openly to me 
GDCe, that if the ludgee thwarted the Government in a certain 
matter they would know what to do. I asked what he meant, and 
he aaid, ' We will depoee them.' 

The aalariee of the Judges were not fixed, but were liable to 
alteration at any time. They were wholly inadequate, and the 
wonder waa that good men oould be found to aooept the office at 
1he pay given. At a time when puime Judges were only 
ptting .£1260 per annum, they were expected to pay their 
ewn circuit expenaee, although the living wu very high. The 
position of the Judges offered in the public estimation on the 
,ground of their impeounioeity, and the wonder ia that the Ooun 
baa worked aa well u it baa done. 

In 1894 a set att.empt wu made by the Government to reduce 
t.he Judiciary to a position of abeolute dependence upon the 
Executive, and I cannot do better t.b.an appead an extract from 
aa addreu by the Chief l118tioe of the country, given at Ru
t.enberg, on the 13th -October, 1894:, in which he did not heaitat.e 
io aay that if the proposed changes were carried out the iade
pendenoe of the country would be loet. The Government has alao 
ateadily reeisted the desire of the .Johanneeburg population of the 
eat.abliahment of a permaneat Court at that place, although by far 
the greater portion of the litigation in the country arose at 
lehanneeburg. Much unneoe1181U'Y coat baa thus been caused to 
the public, and the intereet.a of justice have BUlfered materially. 

Another great grievance ia the state of the law concerning 
public education. In 1896, a sum of £66,800 waa voted for 
echoola, but the Uitlander population practically derived no ad
ftlltage from the education vote, owing to the fact that the 
Department, the head of which wu a Hollander, praotioally with
held any eubaidy from eohoola in which tuition was not given 
throllgh the medium of the Dutch language. Public feeling wu 
very strongly aroused at this state of things, and so keenly did the 
IJ'itlandera feel upon the queetion, that they established a Oounml 
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of Education of their own supported by voluntary contributioDSp 
and this Council has been endeavouring to make good the want 
which should have been supplied by the Government. Recently 
there has been a great parade about a so-oalled concession which 
baa been made, and the public has been led to believe that school& 
in which English is the medium of education are now liberally 
aubeidised. As a matter of fact I believe that the new law only 
permits the Head of the Education Department in his discretion to 
extend (Government aid to schools where children are taught in 
English, but after the filth standard has been passed it is com
pulsory that Dutch should be the medium of education. When 
the Uitlander Council of Education was est.ablished, it was actually 
auggeeted by the other side that the law should be altered so as to 
enable the Government to close such schools as might be volun
tarily established for the purpose of giving education in English. 

The Government has further resisted all attempts made by the 
Johannesburg people to establish a satisfactory system of Municipal 
Government. It has alienated what should have been important 
eources of revenue, auch aa market dues and the supply of light 
and water and tramways, for all of which conoeBBions have been 
granted to individuals for their own profit. It has refused to 
lohannesburg the power to raise a loan upon the security of the 
town's properties, which would have enabled the inhabitants to 
procure a satisfactory system of sanitation. The result is, that life 
ia at times intolerable from dust storms, disease is dissemina~ 
and the death rate has reached 69 per thousand in a place which 
naturally ia as healthy as any place in the world. 

I see it stated in the Johannesburg newspapers that the new 
eoheme for the government of the town is regarded as even lees 
aatisfactory than the one which has hitherto existed under the old 
eoheme---there were three Government nominees upon the Sanitary 
Board, and one of them was the Government Commissioner who 
had the power to veto any contract involving the expenditure of 
more than £150. A knowledge of Dutch was essential to candi
dature. So far the Public W orka c,f the town have had to W oon
atructed out of the current rates, aided by small loans authorised 
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by the Government, and a small grant oocaaionally made by the 
Government, amounting only to a fraction of the revenue received 
by way of ground rent., &c., from the town it.self. 

The law as to trial by jury ia most unsatisfactory to the 
Uitlanders-only burghers or eo-called naturaliaed persons are 
allowed to sit upon juries ; the result is obvioua. 

No adequate provision has been made for police prot.ection. Only 
burghers or naturaliaed persons are admitted to the police foroe, and 
glaring crimes have frequently been committed in the community, 
the criminals escaping det.ection. Two or three years ago there 
,ru a great popular agitation upon thia-aubject owing to a number 
of murders having been committed. and the escape of the mur• 
darers. A great public meeting wu held, and a deputation wu 
eent to the Government repreeenting the facts, and urging the 
neceaaity for an increase of the police foroe, and for the relaxation 
of the rule concerning the admission of others than burghers as 
policemen. The President sent back a message promising to grant 
relief, but the foroe has not been reformed, and crime at the 
present moment ia more rampant than ever, cl'iroinala being em
boldened by impunity. 

Upon the aubject of Oonoesaione I beg to refer to a document 
eigned by me in December, 1896, which ia publiahed in Blue Book 
0 7933 of 1896. I adhere to every word therein contained, both 
on this nbjeot and other matters. 

I now pus on to the question of Railways. Oonoesaiona have 
been granted by the Volksraad which have placed the State in the 
position of having thia moat important branch of the Public Works 
in the hands of foreigners, with the power to levy toll to an out• 
rageoua extent on the commercial and travelling public, and even 
to influence the external relations of the country. Crafty clauaei 
,napped up in the Du~h of the Hague, backed up by plausible 
argument., were accepted by the Legislature, with the result that 
1he country must continue groaning under the oppression of the 
Netherlands Railway Oompany, or pay an extravagantly high aum 
for expropriation of the railway. It ia capable of proof that the 
eoet of conatruction which must ultimately be borne by the State 
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ua in 1101De inat.anoea bean extnTapntly high. There has prao
tioally been no eheok upon the Bailway OompEy in this respect. 
There is a series of attiolea OD the Netherlands Railway, published 
ia the Oritk at the end of 1896 and beginning of 1896, written by 
lb. Loveday, whieh will throw a glaring light on the abtuee. 
rampant. Mr. Loveday is a member of the Volbraad, who bu. 
had exc,eptional opportunities of getting at the truth. The whole 
administration of the Railway aystem oomtitutee a great public 
grievanoe. The oha.rgee made are in many inat.meee extortionat.e.. 
For inat&noe, the Nethe•lands Oompany charge 3d. per ton per 
mile for the carriage of ooal, the Cape Railway charge Id. per 
mile. The Cape Bailwaya carry a sheep for 600 miles for 24., the 
Netherland.a Railway Company euot l,. 8d. for oarrying a sheep 
for a distance of 46 :milea and 10 on. Enormoae profits are made 
bf the Company, and its :Managing Director admitted some time 
ago that a short eection of 40 miles laid down on the goldiields for 
'1le carriage of coal to the, diffenmt mines was paying the int.eNlllt 
on the eoet of the 08ll8trllotion of the whole line of railway » 
Delagoa Bay, a length of hundreds of mila Thia overoharge is 
aggravated by the fact that the supply of rolling ltook and the ad
ainistration of the Railway have bean ao def.eetan that thA mining
.-apaniea have OD eevera1. oocasiona been reduoecl almoet to 
deepair owing to the impoesibility of obtaining aufflcient and. 
regular supplies of ooaL Buaineaa men haTe olamoared that n~ 
only are the railway ohargee aoeaaive, but there hae always been 
a wilful obstruction in the forwarding of gooda, while t.hey have 
been conatantly subjected to lou owing to the damage or de
atraotion or 1089 of goods for which they ooald get little or no 
remedy. In a oommwty entirely Engliah, all doownent.a relating
to railway buaineaa had to be made out in Dutoh by the merohanta, 
while c,omplainta have frequently bean made eonceming the care
leami888 and eTen ineolenoe of railway oSciala. Moreover the ad
miniatration ia praotioally eo contrived, I am informed, u in many 
inetanoee to give a preference in a matter of speedy delivery in the 
vansport of goods to foreignen, and while railway ratee are 
nnminaJly the w to everybody, I am 88IIU'8d that in eome oues 
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foNign gooda are aooepted for tranait at a leae deolared weight 
for the aame article than Britiah gooda are permitt.ed. t.o enjoy r 
•• iDstAnoe, C4ml.ent which ia 110ld throughout South Africa at the
.-udard weight of 400 lbe., and ia invariably charged for 400 lbs. 
tnnait to British tnden, is allowed t.o be paued for foreign 
U'aden at varioua rat.ea showing a difference in their fav01111. 
British trader•' gooda are IIODletimea delayed for long perioda,. 
while oertain favoured firms oan aeome rapid and early transit. 
Again, the Neiherlanda Railway Company are very large im ... 
,orten of material. They st.eadily refaae t.o entertain a British 
tender, and all their trade goes t.o the Oontinent. The Company 
ia alao in a poaition t.o divert trade from the British Colonies to 
Dalagoa Bay, and it takes advantage of these oiroumstanoee. 

The UitJander population, backed by a oonaiderable body of 
tile burghers, have cout.antly urged the Government to upropriat.e 
1iae railways. By this means there would be II01Ile ohance of 
pUing redJ'elll; the revenuea would at all events belong t.o the 
&at.e, and the enormoua influenoe of the Hollanders over the
b-aineea end interest.a of the country would be vaatly reducedr 
Up t.o the preeent, how.ever, the Government hu refused t.o 
mtertain the idea of expropriation, and the aame abuses still 
ocmtinue. The ultimat.e ooat of the expropriation which muat 
ane day be affected ia in the meantime being et.eadily increased, 
iDumuoh - the pront.a ot the Company are oonatantly becoming
-a-, and u the amount ultimat.ely t.o be paid t.o the Stat.e will 
kve t.o be reckoned upon the dividenda paid by the Company, 
it ia t.o the manifest int.erest of the Company t.o make unduly 
heavy chargea. 

Befenmce hu been made t.o the preferential treatment 
aaeorded to foreignera in the Transvaal, and the desire to
.-ppnee! British int.ereat.a u far u poeaible. In this connection 
I ahoald lib t.o add one or two fact.a. 

The dynamit.e conoeuionairea are required t.o build a f'act.ory 
in terma of their oonoemon. No material for thia work which 
an be proaared el.aewhere of a llllitable mul and quality • 
parehued in Gnat Britain. 
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In 1895 a Government notice waa iaeued in the 8taat. Couni.t 
ealling for tenders for certain electric plant in aome Government 
buildings. The notice stated openly that only Continental 
manufactures would be used, and added that certain 6rma in 
Germany whose names were given would have the preference in 
.anycaae. 

The following I have from an English 6rm :-The 6rm of 
Reiner & Van La.er (Germana) secured a tender for the mpply 
-0f 8400 deals to the Robinson Company, to be used for the 
erection of certain buildings. An English 6rm secured the tender 
for the supply of galvanised iron acrewa and other materials for 
the same buildings. 

The Cuat.oma Law imposes an ad oalorem duty or 71 per cent., 
but permit.a mining machinery to be imported at an ad oalorem 
duty of l i per cent. The German 6rm were allowed to pue the 
deals as mAAbinAry, The English 6rm waa compelled to pay the 
mll duty upon the material supplied by them. Repreeentationa 
were repeatedly made by the Chamber of Oommeroe to the 
Government, but no redrees waa granted. .All other dealers in 
timber bad been compelled to pay the full duty. 

Additional evidence of this deecription might probably be 
-0btained from the Chamber of Commerce in Johannesburg. A 
very important feature of the situation is that the GoTernment 
baa granted to the Netherlanda Railway Company the right to 
-collect and pass into it.a general revenue all the Cuat.oma dutiee 
-0n goods imported ma Delagoa Bay (not at any other port of 
-entry), and this aooount.s largely for the attempt.a to divert trade 
from the British port.a to Delagoa Bay. 

I wish now to make some statement concerning the general 
laxity which prevails in the administration of the Government, 
.and which deprives it of all public respect, making it possible for 
.anything in the shape of irregularity or worse to occur at any 
time. The first instance of this sort of thing that happened to 
which I shall refer relates to the Selati Railway conoeesion. In 
l890 the Volkeraad decided to build a line called the • 8e1ati 
Railway,' and resolved that as members desired to ooll.llWt their 
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caatituents on the matt.er, the Government should be instruct.eel 
to publish for general information a few months before the 
8DIUiug eesaion the draft application received from certain 
applic.nt.a for the building of the line, and the draft contract 
already agreed upon between the Government and euch applicant.a. 
Immediately aft.er the eesaion there waa published in the Staat. 
Cowant a draft oonoession in favour of one Vorster, then a 
member of the First Raad, and one Stephenson, an illiterate 
carpenter. At the ensuing eesaion of the Raad the draft 
ooooeeaion was referred t.o a Committee for revision and report, 
and was eubsequently confirmed. 

It afterwards became known that during the recess Vorster 
had imported a number of carriages, and presented them t.o 
different members of the Raad. This matter was disc1188ed at 
the Volksraad, and the President defended'.Vorster's action, saying 
that he eaw no harm in members receiving such presents. 

In its issue of 5th December, 1893, the newspaper IAnd en 
Yolk charges A. D. W. Wolmarans, a member of the Vol.ksraad. 
with having been induced t.o vote for this ooncession by the gift 
of a gold wat.oh of the value of £76; it calls Wolmarans a liar 
and a dishonour t.o his country, and ohallenges him t.o a public 
contest. No legal proceedings have been taken. In the same 
article Vonter is practically called a thief, and in the same 
paper he is charged with corruption. Vorster was then seeking 
r.election, and IAnd en Volk pledged itself that he should not get 
r.elected until he answered the Volksraad. charges made against 
him. Vorster baa brought no action, and was until recently a 
member of the Volksraad.. The Selati Railway Concession was 
afterwards inquired into by a Commission of the Volksraad, when 
the following points were brought out :-

The Gov.ernment guaranteed the principal of both the share 
and debenture issue of the Company formed t.o construct 
the line, and interest thereon at the rate of 4 per cent. per 
annum. The Share Capital is £600,000. The Debenture& 
amount nominally t.o £1,600,000. The first issue of 
Debentures was £500,000, but the Company only 
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received £350,000, for by the contract the conoeeaionairea . 
were permitted to aooount for the Debentures at £70, 
whereas they i88Ued them at £77, thu pocketing the 
difference of .£76,000. The eeoond issue of £1,000,000 
nominal was placed at £93½ (at a time when the previous 
issue stood at £97 in the market) and the Company were 
only credited with £86 on each Debenture, the COD• 

0888ionairee netting the difference. 
It was found, on examining the aooounta, that £10,000 had. 

been paid to Vorster and Stephenson for getting the 
concession, and a sum of .£32,881 appeared as ooet of 
flotation. The only explanation the Committee could get 
of this last amount was that one pel'IIOn had £6000 for 
study and travelling expenses, and another £2000. The 
balance was not accounted for. 

The concession provided that the line should be built for 
£9600 per mile, or as much lees as the construction might 
cost. The railway company, apparently without calling 
for tenders, entered into an agreement with one W amant 
(said to be the solicitor to the Company) to build and 
equip the line for £9600 per mile, the maximum 81IDl 
allowed by the concession. Immediately afterwards 
W arnant sublet the contract to a responsible firm of 
railway contractors, Westwood & Winby, for £7002 per 
mile. The Company-and consequently the Government, 
who are responsible for principal and interest-were thua 
defrauded of a sum of £2598 per mile on a length of 
about two hundred miles. 

Mr. Jeppe, a member of the Committee, explained to the 
Raad that after the contract with W arnant was concluded the 
Directorate had practically found themselves penniless, having 
made no provision for the cost of administration during the 
oonstruction of the line. W arnant was applied to for the 
necessary funds and refused them, but he agreed to advanoe the 
Company £100,000 on condition that the Directors would aseiat 
in concealing the nature of the transaction. 
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The line ia not yet oomplet.ed, and meanwhile the Government 
ia liable for 4 per oent. int.erest on £2,000,000, or £80,000 per 
8DDUID. 

As an inst.anoe of the incapacity of Government ofticiala it 
-may be not.eel that the contraotors, to avoid the fly and fever 
l>elt, propoeed a deviation at a certain part of the line, and their 
plane were mbmitt.ed to and confirmed by the Railway Oom
misaioner, Mr. J. 8. Smit (a gentleman in receipt of a salary of 
£1000 a year). After 2o kilometres of this deviation had been 
-eomplet.ed, Mr. Smit stopped the construction and ordered. the 
line to be taken up and construct.eel as originally proposed, as he 
had approved the plane in ignorance. 

AnotAer 0Me.-J. 8. Smit, the Landdrost of Pretoria, chargee 
the public funds with a mm of about £83,000 alleged to have 
l>een expended in constructing and repairing certain street.s in 
Pretoria. A question arose as to the expenditure, and a 
Committ.ee of the Volbraad was appoint.eel to inquire into it. 
'The Oommitt.ee report.eel that, notwithstanding their repeat.eel 
request, they oould only obtain vouchers for about £49,000 of the 
8Qlll said to have been expended. The matt.er was left at thia 
.tage, u the Volkaraad was about to be prorogued. Next seeaion 
it was again mentioned in the Volksraad, and on the propoeal of 
.John Meyer (a bosom friend and great mpporter of the President), 
it wu resolved that the question should be considered u cloeed. 
.Nothing further hu been heard of this cue. 

Again, a couple of years ago an amount appeared on the 
~tee, amounting to several thousands of pounds, as the coat 
c,f a Oommiasion on which Mr. Wolmarana, a member of the 
Government, was engaged. No mch Oommission had been 
authoriaed by the Volbraad, nor was any report of any mch 
Oommiuion produced, and when one of the Progressive members 
<JI the Volkaraad insisted upon an explanation and upon pro
~uction at least of the Oommissioners' labours, the President 
augrily refused the request, and, ao far u I know, the matter has 
not been cleared up to thia day. 

Hw, ii a 0Me artJCting tlM Public &roice.-N. J. Smit, who is 
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a IOll of General Smit (a member of the Govenmumt at the time). 
wu the Mining Oommiaaioner at Krageradorp. Going on leave 
for a week, he asked one Biccard to act for him and take over the 
oftieial funds. Biooard on doing eo found among the cuh 8mi~e 
oheque for £160. He presented the cheque for payment, and it 
wu dishonoured. Smit remained away for aome months without 
leave, and then returned. In the meantime he had been oh.arged 
both by I.And M Volk and by an English newapaper with theft. 
0. hie return he was fined by the Government £26 for being 
abaent without leave, and was reinstated into the Service. No 
notice was taken of the charge that had been made against him. 
Land en Volk has repeatedly charged him with this theft, and 
termed him the 'unpunished thief,' but he baa never brought any 
action, and is now the Mining Oommisaioner of Klerkadorp. 

Th, Stiemme Oaa,.-One H. Stiemena applied to the Govern
ment for a pension, which was refused. Thereupon his son, W. J. 
Stiemens (then Acting Minister of Mines) and his eon-in-law R. G. 
Ockene (' Responsible Clerk ' in the Johannesburg Office of the 
Mining Oom.mi.aaioner), penmaded him to apply to the Government 
for a Lease of a certain piece of land, there being a verbal agree
ment that the three should divide the proceeds of the land in 
consideration of the two officials promoting the application. 
Stiemena, aa an officer in an official capacity, recommended the 
grant, and after some delay the Lease was giTen. It wu after
wards sold, and realised. between £2000 and £3000. H. Stiemena 
died, and another eon-in-law, Zeiler, then claimed that he was a 
party to the contract for dividing the spoils, and applied to the 
Court to declare him entitled to one-fourth of the proceeds of the 
land. W. J. Stiemens and Ookerae both admitted in the witnem
box that they had made the compact, but denied that Zeiler was a 
party to it, and said that they, in fear of the consequences, had 
foregone their claim. During the hearing of the oue the 
La.nddroat of Pretoria, 0. E. Schutte, admitted in the witneee
box that he had received £300 for 'furthering' the application. 

The Government has never taken any st.epe again.It thoee 
officials, who still remain at their poets. 
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(See Report of trial in Pr,toria Prm of 9th November, 1896; 
leader in Tramoaal Atkertiaer, 8th November, 1895; report and 
leader in Land ,n Volk of 14th November, 1895; and article 
-reproducing one from a Natal paper-of 28th November, 1895.) 

De Stand &andal.-ln 1893 a sale of Stands or building plots 
in Johannesburg took plaoe under circumstances which gave rise 
t.o much dissatisfaction, and led t.o the appointment of a Committee 
-of the Volksraad t.o investigate facts. The report of the Committee 
ia given at page 894 of the Minutes of the Volksraad for 1893. 
It was found that three-fourths of the stands had been awarded t.o 
officials or members of the Volksraad ; that this was contrary t.o 
the law, 88 some at least of the officials were not resident at 
.Johannesburg ; that the issue of the stands had been so manipu
Jated 88 virtually t.o exclude the general public from the chanoe of 
·application or oompetition ; that stands had been sold to various 
individuals privately ; that the prices that were given were -far 
Mow current market value ; and that the revenue had suffered to 
the extent of £30,000 by the transaction. The report oonoluded 
with the statement that the Committee made no recommendation 
~r comment, 88 their functions were restricted t.o ascertaining the 
facts. 

A debate on the report took plaoe in the Volksraad, m the 
.c,oune of which the President declared that in a country when 
• there waa no pension system officials should not be debarred from 
making a little profit, save, of course, the men who were actually 
charged with the issue of the stands ; and a resolution was finally 
passed by the Volksraad thanking the Committee for its laboun 
.and for putting the Raad in a position t.o declare that no irregu
Jarity had taken place and that there was no ' Stands Scandal ' -
.although the evidence and report revealed the gravest abuses. 

In the following year a petition was presented praying the 
V o1karaad t.o dismiss all the officials concerned in the 'Stands 
.&andal,' but the Volksraad refused to entertain it. The 
Preaident not only made the startling proposition that an official 
ahould be allowed to make money by speculating with public 
property, but he actually stated to the Vol.braad, in the course 
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of a debate, that the stands might have been granted to the public. 
under the Gold Law without payment, and that, therefore, the
revenue had actually profited to the extent of the amount reoeived.. 
ignoring the fact that the Government was entitled to sell the
stands and might have sold them by public auction for £80,000 
more than had been received-this exoess having gone into the
pooket.e of the officials who had manipulated the transaction. 

The next ease concerns the President himself. 
Shortly after President Kruger had gone to Oolesburg, in the· 

Cape Oolony, to meet Sir Henry Looh in conference, the news
paper Land en Volk made a st.atement to the effect that the 
President had taken payment of a sum of money for travelling

. expenses calculated upon the uual travelling allowance of II() 

much per diem, as if he had travelled from Pretoria to Ooleeburg· 
by cart. As a matter of faot he had travelled by railway, and at 

· all events paid nothing for his fare. 
The President prosecuted Mr. Maraia, the Editor of the news

paper, criminally for libel. Maraia defended the action. The
President did not give evidence. Maraia led evidence, which, 
apeaking from memory, showed that the vouchers for the pay-· 
ment, and a cheque for the amount in favour of Mr. Kruger, were 
all prepared in the Treasury Offices, though the money had not 
actually been handed over to the President. It was alleged that 
the President knew nothing about this, though he did not go into• 
the witness-box to prove it. 

The Landdroet acquitted Maraia. 
Afterwards in a leading article in Land en Volk of 3rd. 

October, 1896, the following passage occurs :-
' His Honour says that when a newspaper point.a out to him. 

where he is wrong, then he rectifies what is wrong. Again, 
Hie Honour has forgotten. Land en Volk once acouaed him 
of having taken money out of the Treasury on false. 
accounts. Hie Honour felt himself so deeply injured 
that he caused the Editor of Land en Volk to be arrested' 
and prosecuted criminally. And what was the result P
His own Landdrost (and former member of his election.. 
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oommittee) gave judgment that what Land en Volk had 
written was the truth. There could thus have been no 
doubt that a newspaper had shown His Honour where he 
had acted wrongly, and did he then make everything 
right P Oh, no. His Honour has to this day not paid 
that money baok. Now when a man takes money that is 
not due to him there may possible be an explanation, but 
when a man keeps money that is not due to him, knowing 
that he had obtained that money in an illegal manner, 
there is only one name for the offence, and that name is 
applicable in the case of the President and the false 
accounts. 

~ Wire C<Ue (a couple of years ago). 
J. W. Koch, formerly Landdrost of Pot.chefstroom, was ap

pointed a member of the Executive. Land en Volk charged 
him publicly with having stolen a large quantity of 
Government wire and used it to fence his farm. The 
charge was repeatedly made in this paper, until eventually 
the Government, being forced to take some action, sent a 
special Commissioner (De Beer) to inquire. There was 
evidence that wire had been taken, but the State Attorney 
considered it insufficient to send to a jury. It appeared 
that a Mr. Thom (a Hollander who had succeeded Koch as 
Landdrost of Potchefstroom) and an official named Debe, 
had appropriated Government wire. Instead of punishing 
these men the Government accepted cheques which they 
tendered after the exposure for the amount of the wire 
taken, and they are still in office. 

Koch threatened to sue Land en Volk for libel. Land en Volk 
stood its ground and complained bitterly of the method of 
investigation that had been followed. Koch has never taken 
proceedings, and remains a member of the Government. 

Ca,u in which F. Bio.ff i, concwned.-He is the son-in-law of 
President Kruger, and was his private secretary. 

(a) Some five years ago Elo:ff obtained a concession for the aole 
right to bring water from certain springs on the V aal 
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River t.o Johannesburg; the concession wu t.o lapee unleea 
carried out within two years. Nothing was done under it 
for three years, when Barnat.o, who was then interested in 
the scheme for constructing waterworks at J ohanneeburg, 
heard of the concession, and approached Eloff on the 
subject. On examining the concession he found that, for 
the reason given above, it had lapsed. Eloff undert.ook to 
get it revived, and transferred it t.o Bamat.o for £2000 
(l8.8h and £18,000 t.o be paid in the event of the work being 
carried out. The Executive Council, with this contract 
before them, revived the concession and sanctioned the 
transfer to Barnato. 

(b) Six or eight years ago the Government proolaimed all 
Government lands in Klerksdorp open t.o prospect.ors. 
Within the last three years thousands of claims have been 
pegged out and the licenses paid. On the face of the 
licenses there was nothing to show whether they were 
prospectors' or diggers' licenses, each being renewed 
monthly, but the difference being that the former are 
only renewable for six months, while the latter are re
newable indefinitely. As far more than six months had 
elapsed these licenses were treated on all hands as diggers' 
licenses. They were transferred for valuable consideration; 
the transfers were registered in the Government boob, 
and transfer duty paid. Suddenly the Government refused 
t.o grant further liceD.se8 (i.e., t.o renew the licenses already 
existing), and thus the titles of the holders were confiscated. 
The land was then granted to the Dutch Reformed Church, 
and almost immediately afterwards sold by it t.o F. Eloff. 

{c) Braamfontein is a farm on Government land adjoining 
Johannesburg. About 1887 or 1888 this land was pro
claimed a goldfi.eld. Subsequently a Proclamation was 
issued declaring it no longer open as a goldfi.eld (there are 
no gold-bearing reefs on it), and thereafter a portion waa 
acquired for a sporting club, and another portion for an 
.Agricultural Society. On the latter some £10,000 was 

104 

Digitized by Google 



UITLANDBBS IN THB TRANSVAAL. 

,pent in buildings, &o., the money being contn1mted in 
equal aharee by the Government and the Uitlanders. 
Subeequently the \fining Commissioner dieoovered some 
Saw in the Proolamation closing the ground, and wrote 
confidentially to Pretoria, pointing out the flaw and urging 
the Executive to take immediate stepe to remedy the defect 
and 88CU1'8 the titles of the existing occupants. Within a 
few days of his letter, Eloff came over from Pretoria, 
pegged out the whole of the ground, and claimed, under 
the original Proolamation, to be the fint occupant. The 
\fining Oommiaaioner protested strongly, and Eloff went 
to the High Court t.o get a declaration that he was entitled 
to the land. I do not remember the result. 

The clue of things above described has not 08888d, but during 
-the last twelve months the following things have happened :-

(a) A public square in Jolwmeeburg which the Sanitary 
Board thought was vested in it, in trust for the public, 
has been granted to a Syndicate which includes several 
persons very near to the President's person, and this 
Syndicate will undoubtedly make an enormous profit out 
of the transaction. 

(b) There have been two cues in which prominent officials in 
Johannesburg have obtained grants of Government land 
in or near Johannesburg, under ciroumat.ancee which 
require explanation. 

(e) An attack was made upon the titles of a large number of 
companies. These titles represented a value of millions. 
Colonel Ferreira and others were arrested and prosecuted 
before a judge and jury for contravening a section of the 
gold law which makes it criminal for persons to peg off 
the property of other people indicated by beacons. This 
proceeding cauaed great uneasin888 on the London Stock 
Exchange. The result of the trial has just been made 
known : the aocuaed have been acquitted upon the ground 
that they acted upon information given to them by the 
1fiDieter of Minee. 
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Among minor oftioials there have, as wu inevitable, bean the
gravest abWl88. 

Take another oaae :-A Mr. Kooh wu Magistrate of th& 
diatriot of Christiana, and as moh Head of the looal polioe. The 
newspaper oalled Land m Volk charged Koch with being mmt to 
be a magistrate and head of a district, alleging that he had eent 
a mounted policeman on a long patrol, and in hie absence had 
bean guilty of improper conduct with the polioeman'a wife. The 
burghers' sentiment was arou.eed by thia statement and Koch wu. 
oalled upon to clear hie character. He instituted an action against 
the editor, who pleaded justification and was victorio111, though 
Koch denied the charge on oath. Koch was thereupon very 
properly dismissed from the Government service. Indeed, the 
Government would not have been able at that time to have 
avoided this diamisAAl becauee the moral aenae of the Thatch 
community had been shocked. Thie happened three or four-
. years ago. 

Last year Mr. Koch was again admitted to the Government 
service in a new office created at Johannesburg, namely that of 
l8811er of Paaees, and he is now in receipt of a aalary of £700 a. 
year. Mr. Koch is brother of J. H. Koch, a member of Mr. Kruger'a. 
Government. Men who dare to oall attention to things of thia aod 
are labelled with a stereotyped title of ' rebels,' and are charged 
with seeking to undermine the' independence of the country.' 

Upon the mbjeot of native affairs I adhere to what I put 
forth in the statement issued by me in December, 1896, to which 
I have already referred:-

Native labour coats the Mining Companies an average of £3 
per month, besides food; and when it is considered that thia. 
labour is absolutely unskilled, and that most of the natives have 
to be taught upon their arrival on the mines the use of a pick 
and shovel, it will be seen how heavy the drain on thP mining 
industry is. Nothing effective has been done by the Government 
to facilitate the draft of native labourers from the distant district.a. 
in the Republio to the mines. A state of things even exiat.ecl 
which frightened labourers from ooming to the minee, aa many 
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were robbed of their eaminge when they returned aft.er a period 
of aervice to their kraala. The native has not much chance or 
sympathy from the Government, and he knows it well. He is-
6ned heavily or flogged on very little provocation, and generally 
the authorities are down on him. It is a fundamental principle 
of the constitution that there is no equality in Church or State 
between whites and blacks, and the native is not permitted to
eontraot marriage aooording to Christian rites. He may not hold 
land, and must live in locations aet apart for him by the Govern
ment. What the attitude of the Government is aa between the 
Boer and the native is shown unmistakably by the President in 
the cue of Bachman o. Meyer, and April o. Prinaloo. In the 
aae of Bachman, an Indian of high caste who was flogged by a 
Field-Cornet unmercifully for the trivial offence of searching 
for a lost horse on the property of the Field-Comet's brother,. 
Bachman brought an action against Meyer before Judge Jorriaen, 
who waa one of the Hollander Judges on the Bench, and Judge 
Jorriaen awarded either £60 or £76 damages, and ordered Meyer 
to pay the costs of the action. The Government paid the COBte
out of the public funds. 

In April's caee a native in the Supreme Court obtained 
judgment against a Field-Cornet for damages and costs for brutal 
ill-treatment. The Bench commented most strongly upon the· 
c,ondact of the defendant. President Kruger paid the costs and 
damagee out of the public funds, saying that, notwithstanding 
what the Court had said, he deemed that the defendant had acted 
properly. There oan be no question that the natives have been. 
treated badly by mbordinate officials of the Government, and I 
have myself aeen affidavits which ahow systematic ill-treatment 
and oppreuion by a certain native official in the North, and I 
know that the Government did everything in its power to shield 
the oftioial in ql188tion, and t.o baffle inquiry. Before the Higher 
Ooarta the native could obtain justice, but it is rarely that he 
oould afford to seek the remedy, even if he knew how to eet 
about it. Difficulties have been placed in the way of natives 
oommg from acroee the border, and the Railway Oompanies have 
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c,betructed them in the matter of conveying them t.o the miaa 
Without labouring the point, I may eay that generally the 
Government baa not uaisted the mining induatry in the nwt.er 
of native labour, nor baa it.a policy been oonducive t.o the natiw 
becoming a steady labourer. 

I may add here that owing t.o varioua inBuencee the ea1e of 
liquor to natives employed on the mines baa been allowed pnaa
c,ally without restriction, at all event.a up t.o a very recent dat.e, to 
the great detriment of the mining indUBtry, and the diaturbame 
« public order. Great laxity in the matter of granting lioenaee 
and an utter absence of efficient police control enabled nativee to 
obtain as much alcohol as they pleased. The result was that at 
times many placee were tumed into a pandemonium owing to 
fight.a; riot.a and murders and varioua disorders were frequent, 
while the companies were heavy losers in the matter of labow 
for which they were paying. The evil was so great that it baa 
been stated by responsible managers of companies that they were 
losing two-sevenths of the labour for which they paid. 

In justice to the Government it must be added that it ia 
reported that atringent measures have now been taken for the 
-prohibition of the sale of drinks to natives. It remains t.o be 
.aeen how these measuree will be administered. 

Before concluding, I wish to add a few remarks on the sobjeot 
of recent legislation concerning aliens under the liberty of the 
Pr888, in order to remove the impression which exists that theee 
new lawe are the result of disturbances last year. .AJ5 a fact; the 
Volbraad endeavoured to curtail the freedom of the Pl'888 by an 
Act passed in 1894, and its intention was only defeated by a 
decision of the High Court, which declared that owing t.o bad 
draughtsmanship the moet obnoxious clause in the Act waa i. 
operative. The Aliens' Expulsion Law originated thua :-In 189f 
the Volh,tem (the Hollander organ I have mentioned) published 
a draft Act, in which it euggest.s it should be pasaed. in terma uul 
IJ>irit almost identical with the Act now on the statute-book. 
In 1896, petitions, principally from the district of Ruetenburg, 
which is the President's own district, were preeented to the 
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Tolbraad praying that the laws relating to sedition might 1-
aade more stringent. These petitions were, as is 1l8U8l, referred 
te a Memorial Committee who reported against the prayer, saying 
tut the existing laws were stringent enough. Notwithstanding 
t1rla, Mr. W olmarans urged the granting of the prayer, stating 
openly that what was want.eel was t.o vest in the GovernmeQ.t the 
power, without reference t.o the Courts, to put men over the 
lmder. A motion oonfirming the neoellity for 111oh a law waa. 
aooordingly pasaed by a majority in the middle of 1896, and the, 
Government was instruct.eel to bring up a Bill, as it did in 1896. 

In 1894 a law bad been pasaed curtailing the right of public 
meeting, and notices were stuck up in the Public Offices in 
Johannesburg directing the attention of the public in general,. 
and of Johannesburg in particular, in block letters, to the pro
Tiliona of the Act. 

The Immigration Law, paaaed in 1896, was disoWllled in the 
8811DOn of 1896, and, under the pretext of stopping pauper 
immigration, a law is now in force compelling Englishmen t.o 
e.ry pusee, like Natives. It is difficult to over-estimate the
poa1>le oonaequenoes of this Act. It is oalculat.ed absolutely t.o 
deetiroy the prestige of Englishmen in the minds of the N ativea, 
and this may lead to very grave results. 

I have endeavoured in the above statement, although it ia
aomewbat prolix, to state as brieffy as I oould the oondition in 
which die Uitlandere found themselves in 1896. They consti
tuted die majority of the inhabitants of the State in mere point 
of numbers, a majority which was oonatantly increasing. They 
repreaent.ed almost all the intelligence, the education, the wealthP 
and die industry of the State, and were posseesed of by far the 
giwter and more valuable part of the property in the country, 
and oarried on almost exclusively the business of oommerce and 
mining. They were dominat.ed by a small and selfish clique of 
Boen, who in their turn were under die influence of Hollanden 
and foreign oorporationa not only bitterly hostile t.o England 
and all dlinga English, but manifestly imbued with the desire 
to make the position of the alien more and more intolerable. 
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'The Hollanden were in control of all the important ofticee of 
the State, and of ita raihray1, and were thus in a poeition t.o 
hamper trade and burden the industry of the Uitlanden at every 
-turn, while the Boer population were too timoroua, or t.oo 
ignorant, or too indolent to interfere, and apparently callous t.o 
what was going on, eo long as their own pockets and their own 
mtereeta were not touched. The method.a of legislation and 
.adminietration were mch that no one could t.ell when wone 
would happen. The Uitlanden were burdened by oppreuive 
taxation far beyond the legitimate needs of the State, while they 
had to look on helpleuly at the 1C&ndalous waste of public 
moneya. At every turn they were oppreued by conceaaiona, 
alighted and ecorned when they attempted to obtain the oom
moneet redreu in mch matt.en as education and police protection. 
They looked with alarm at the ineecurity of the administration of 
juatice, and at the conetant attacb which were made upon the 
original constitution of the country. They aaw that it wu the 
med intention of the Executive and of the Hollandere, in whole 
hands all power was really becoming concentrated, to penevere 
in the policy of mppreeaing everything that wu coneonant to 
British ideas of liberty and justice, and of mbetituting Conti
nental method.a and principles at every turn. Their chief 
induatriee were at the mercy of the unsympathetic Boen that 
ruled the State, and they had no voice, and no hope of getting a 
voice, in the management of their own affain or the protection 
-of their vital interests. They were weary of attempting to 
-obtain reform by constitutional methods, and found that the only 
.answer on the part of the Government and the Legielature to 
their appeals for justice wu t.o spend more and more of the tuee 
-wrung from them in the purchase of arm.a with which to overawe 
them, and the open etatement that if they wanted their right.a 
-they would have to fight for them. The thouaands of people 
who had come to the country t.o stay and who were suffering 
-under these grievances eaw no hope of improvement, no chance of 
redress, but lived rather in the constant fear that wone etill 
would befall them. The Uitlanden were stung into revolt, and 
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when .Johannesburg l"Ole, the movement waa an honest popular 
movement, brought about by the oa11888 I have deecnl>ed. It ia 
true that the movement may have been haat.ened by the aaaiatance 
of capitaliat.a, but to •Y that it was provoked or manufactured by 
<>apitaliat.a ia wholly to miarepreeent the truth. The capitalists 
themeeJves only joined what had all along been the popular oaue 
when they were oonvinoed that forae wu the only remedy for a 
eondition of affairs which had beoome intolerable. If proof were 
needed of the genuineneea of the public feeling and the depth of 
the reaentment ent.ertained against the Government, it ia to be 
found in the enthuaiaam with which the whole populace of 
.Johannesburg and it.a suburbs rallied to the llfandard of Reform 
when the diaturbanoee broke out. 
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SUPPLEMENT ARY STATEMENT. 

TuB HOLDING OP LAlm. 

I WISH t.o make an additional st.atem.ent in regard to the 
holding of land in the Transvaal. The et.atement that t.be 
Uitlandere hold half the land in the Transvaal has been oommonly 
aooept.ed 88 correct, but there has hithert.o been no mama of 
getting at the absolute facts. Since my statement was iia print I 
have had an opportunity of seeing a summary of what purports 
t.o be an official report showing how the land is held in the 
Transvaal. The report is framed by the Registrar of Deeda, and 
shows 88 follows:-

Farms held by Burghers 6576 .. .. Non-resident Uitlandere 664 .. .. Resident Uitlandere ... 627 .. .. Companies registered in the 
Transvaal ... 768 .. .. Foreign registered Companies 1087 

3036 

He also states that there are about 3646 farms surveyed and 
unsurveyed belonging t.o the Government. In addition t.o these 
I believe that I am correct in stating that there are large areas of 
State land still unaurveyed, but all the land which belongs t.o the 
Government, whether aurveyed or unsurveyed, falls out of the 
category of land held under title by individuals. If these figures 
are acoept.ed as correct, it is shown that the burghers hold 6676, 
while the Uitlandera hold 3036, or a little leas than three-eighths 
of the t.otal area held under grant. 

But I am informed on exoellent authority that this report 
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eannot be accepted as correct, and that it is undoubted that the 
Uitlanders do hold at least hall of the registered titles to land in 
the country. My informant had a glance at the lists made out, 
and pointed out at once that it was altogether misleading t.o 
include among the farms held by 'burghers' land held by men 
who, although on the Field-Comet.a' lists, were Uitlanders, as 
they had no vote. One example : A firm in Pretoria who have 
no vote, who are Uitlanders, but whose names are on the Field
Oornet.a' list.a-as, indeed, mine is--are included on the list of 
burghers holding land. Tb.is 6.rm owns a very large amount of 
land, probably 200 farms. I know of other names of men whose 
names are on the list.a, but who have long since left the country 
and cannot be oalled 'burghers,' whose property-probably twenty 
farms each-are included in the burghers' holding. 

The report was unquestionably framed to meet the eerioll8 
argument based on the holding of land. 

The Registrar of Deeds estimate& that the land held by the 
burghers is worth about £3,492,477, but he is able to state that 
the consideration paid for the farms held by the Uitlandere is 
£6,112,718, or, in other words, assuming that hie estimate of the 
oost of the· burghers' farms is oorreot, and it is certainly not 
likely to be under-estimated, the Uitlandere' land has cost them 
nearly double what the burghers' land has cost, or, in other 
words, the total value of land is somewhat over £9,000,000, and 
two-thirds of that sum represent.a the Uitlandere' land. 

In addition to the land actually registered in the names of 
Uitlanders, they hold a very large number of mineral contract.a, 
with right.a of purchase, &c., in respect of farms registered in the 
names of burghers. 

Our contention, of course, is that land held by Government 
is held in trust for the whole population. We do not accept 
the definition that the State consist.a only of the enfranchised 
burghers. 

I may add that, without attempting to cast discredit upon the 
:Registrar of Deeds, there is room to doubt whether hie estimate of 
the value of the burghers' land is accurate. Practioally all the 
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land has been acquired by the burghers by free grant from the 
State, so that subsequent sales only have to be taken into con
sideration. A great proportion of the land has changed hands 
from time to time for a mere song, and it is only within the last 
ten or twelve years that any considerable pricee have been paid 
for the land, and the big prices have generally been paid by the 
Uitlander. Three and a half millions is a big estimate as the cost 
of the land of burghers, who were up to a comparatively recent 
time in a very impoverished condition. 

I wish also to add, generally, that while the figures I have 
given in my statement are substantially accurate, I do not wish to 
convey the idea that they are in all cases absolutely accurate, 
which is, in the nature of things, impossible. 

Cuss TAXATION. 

Act No. 5 of 1891 provides that a stamp of one penny for 
each .£10 or portion of .£10 shall be affixed to all receipts and all 
unilateral documents in writing i88Ued by anybody who makes hia 
calling the carrying on of trade or busin888. The creditor ia 
liable for the stamp, and a penalty of .£5 is imposed for non
compliance with the Act, or, in default of payment of a fine, 
imprisonment not exceeding fourteen days. 

Law No. 24 of 1896 provides as follows:-
' 1. A war tax of one pound (£1) per 100 morgen, or portion 

thereof, on each farm or piece of ground, and of .£5 on 
each erf or half erf, or portion of an erf larger than one
half, and of .£2 10s. upon a portion of an erf smaller than 
one.half, shall in case of war or commando be leviable 
when the property stands registered in the name of (a) a 
pel"80n resident out of the Republic, or (6) of a company 
or syndicate (companies or syndicates consisting only of 
burghers on service are excluded), or (c) of a person in 
trust for or as trustee of one of the categories mentioned 
in sub-sections (a) and (6).' 

As 2509 farms are registered in the names of companies and 
non-resident Uitlanders, this gives the Government power to levy 
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a very heavy tu, which does not fall on the Boers, aa they do not 
join companies or syndicates. 

By Regolation approved by Government and published in the 
Gasette of 24th May, 1893, Government Notioee 11 and 140 of 
1893, and Government Notice No. 333 of 1893, a special poll tu 
of 10,. from every male resident on the Witwatersrand, Bobburg, 
and Krugersdorp Diggings is imposed for the repression of small
pox. When atreas falls upon the Boers they are helped out of 
the public funds ; when stress falls upon the digging population, 
although the whole of the revenue practically is contributed by 
them, they have to bear special taxation to defray the expense of 
~ping with such things as amall-pox, &e. 

RBKissioN op TAXES ON BuRGHBRB. 

By First Volkaraad resolution dated 27th June, 1892 (Looal 
Lawe, page 613), the Government is authorised to make inquiry 
through the Field-Cornets in the various districts 88 to the ability 
-of people to pay their poll taxes, with the object of acquitting 
poor persons who were in arrear either wholly or in part of the 
,debt. The sum in arrear represented the poll tu due by about 
ten per cent. of the burgher population. 

TAXATION AND 0BBDIBNCB ro AUTHORITY. 

On the subject of the impatience of control and taxation, 
-nothing could more strongly illustrate the rooted aversion of the 
burgher population to taxation than the attitude they took up 
when the Volkaraad imposed a small toll in the Republic. They 
refused to pay the tu. In many instances they petitioned 
.against it ; and generally they made such a stir about it that 
-eventually the tu was removed, being for a considerable time, I 
believe, enforced only round the outskirt.s of Johannesburg, where 
it waa positively oppressive, 88 a man could not go about hie 
businees in the outskirls of the town, or take his wife for a drive, 
-or go to a racecourse, without having to pay this toll. 

As showing the attitude of the Boer towards constituted 
authority, I may draw attention to the following. There has for 

llo 

Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

yea.re been a disput.e between two aections of the Dutch Churola 
in the South African Republic. Some years ago these two aectiona 
agreed to unit.e, one aection agreeing to be incorporat.ed by the 
other, and to hand over all its property to that body. In 1893-
1 believe I am correct about the dat.e-one of these factions 
brought an action to have it declared by the High Court that the 
union of the Churches and the handing over of the property by 
the plaintiffs in the suit to the defendants had not been legally 
effect.eel. The High Court decided in favour of the plaintiff, and 
ordered the restitution of the Church property to the plainti« 
faction. This question stirred the whole Dutch population to it.e 
core. A public meeting was held at Rustenburg, and the ~ 
violent language was used by speakers advocating resistance to 
the order of the High Court. No less than three resolutions were 
put to the meeting, the practical effect of which would have been 
to commit the meeting, if they had been carried, to resistance to 
oonstitut.ed authority. The danger was avert.eel t.emporarily by a 
oommitt.ee being formed to inquire further into the matt.er and to 
bring up a report, and I believe the danger was finally avert.eel by 
the Government agreeing to grant one of the factions a sum of 
money out of the public purse. No word was ever said about 
these burghers being ' unfaithful ' to the laws of the country. 
Compare this with the attitude of the Government and the 
Volksraad to the Uitlanders, who were charged with being ' un
faithful ' because they exercised the only right they had-that of 
respectful petition. 

ARBITRARY AcnoN OP V oLKSRAAD. 

As an instance of the extraordinary attitude taken up by the 
Volksraad when criticism of its acts waa published, I oit.e the 
following case. The Editor of Lznd m Volle published a statement 
which was thought to reflect on the members of the Vo~ or 
some of them. The Volksraad, without any notice to Mr. Maraia, 
·solemnly debat.ed the publication, and passed a resolution declaring 
that he had made himself guilty of a contravention of a certain 
aeotion of the Press Law, and having declared him guilty they 
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imtruoted the State .Attorney t.o proeeoute him, which that official 
eteadily refuaed t.o do, aa he waa of opinion that there had been 
11.0 breach of the law. 

DISRBOA'&D OP 0oNSTITUTION, 

Law 14 of 1893, which made the most vital changes in the 
franchiae law and oonstitution, was introduced t.owards the end of 
the aesaion of that year, without any publication beforehand aa 
directed by the Grondwet, and it waa published for the first time 
in the Galetta of 27th September, 1893, on which day it came int.o 
force. The Volksraad on the 8th September, 1893, paased the 
following resolution (Local Laws, page 871): 'Article 1341. The 
First Volksraad, considering the Commission's report dated the 
6th inst., with the memorials in connection therewith at present 
under discussion, oonsidering the abort time still remaining t.o this 
Raad, resolves t.o put provisionally int.o force the elect.oral law 
elucidated and amended by the Commission and the Government 
until the Raad has in its ensuing session determined further 
hereon, with this undentanding that all elections which may be 
held in the South African Republic ahall take place according t.o 
the provisions of this amended law, and the Raad further decides 
to give notice hereof t.o the first signat.ories of the difierent 
memorials.' 

I may add that it is in the power of the Government t.o admit 
persons t.o the franchise without their having complied with the 
eonditions laid down for the general public, a power which baa 
1>een exercised recently t.o admit about 800 people, principally 
Hollanders and Germans. 

I am satisfied that many burghers of the South .African 
Bepublic were wholly unaware of the vital changes which had 
been brought about without previous notification. I remember 
distinctly a Dutch Field-Comet-a singularly intelligent man
abeolutely denying my statement t.o him that such a law had been 
paased, and from my conversation with another member of the 
Volksraad I waa satisfied that he did not understand the nature of 
the changes which had been brought about. Having juggled the 
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law on to the at.atute-book in 1893 in this manner, the Govern
ment in 1894 further amended the law, introducing vit&lly 
difierent principles operating against the Uitlander, and it was. 
confirmed. It is necessary to at.at.e that whenever the Govem
ment wish to bring about any particular legislation, memorials. 
asking for that legislation were promptly forthcoming, often only 
signed by a few dozen or a few hundred people. The will of the, 

people as int.erpreted by the Government meant the expresaed.. 
will of those people who asked what the Government itself wished. 
for1 and the most striking inat.ances are on record of prefereno.t 
being given to the wishes expressed by a small number of 
burghers while the wishes of much larger numbers on the same-
111bjeot were disregarded, who having no repreeentation at all and 
11.0 mea.na of securing redress of grievances except by respectful 
petition to the Volksraad, were stigmatised as 'disloyal' and 
'mdaithful to the laws,' beoauae they dared to petition for the 
alt.eration of those laws. This was the burden of many speeohea. 
made on the franchise petition, the proposition being laid down 
that to petition for any change in the law was to prove yourself 
disloyal and unfaithful to the Stat.e. Upon the debat.e upon the 
monster petition in 1895, Mr. Lucas Meyer, a leader in the liberal 
party amongst the Boers, pleaded earnestly against the rejection 
of the petition, and proposed that the V olksraad should instruct 
the Government to publish a Bill for the amendment of the 
franchise laws, the cen1'a} point of such Bill being that the 
Uitlander should be entitled, under given conditions, to • be 
admitted to full citizenship after three years' residence. The 
President, in person, stoutly opposed this, and said that the 
people had over and over again expressed their will on the 
fnnohise question, notwithstanding the juggling I have above 
deeoribed; that they were weary of the subject, and that he
would not consent to appeal to them for an expression of opinion 
on this important subject. In other words, having got his will 
expressed in statutes passed in disregard of constitutional 
principles, he was not going to riak alt.eration of those at.atutes 
by going to the oountry. The intention to exclude the Uitlander 
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..,. undisguised, and there was absolutely no hope of reform 
being brought about. 

DISBONBSTY AND LAx!TY OP 0oNTROL, 

Defalcations in the public service have been very frequent. I 
will cite two cases. A man named Linskey, the responsible clerk 
in the Mining Office in Johannesburg, robbed the country of 
thou.eands of pounds. He was eventually arrested, and the funds 
to his credit in the bank were att.aohed. It was a very flagrant 
cue, but he was permitted to have £500 out of the funds for the 
purpose of defence. The State Attorney neglected to prosecute 
him within the time prescribed by law, and he escaped justice. 
The comedy was completed by his threatening an action against 
the Government for damages. 

Another case. A young man named Gie, employed in the 
Mining Commissioner's Office, robbed the office of many thoU8&1lds 
of pounds. With extraordinary audacity he employed the money 
in the purchase of building lot.a, the titles of which were regiatered 
in the very office he was robbing. In the end it was dieoovered, 
and he committed suicide. He had only a small salary, and yet 
his acquisition of properties, worth many thoU8ands, went 
unnoticed. 

The check on public moneys was of the loosest character. 
Only recently a young man named Otto, son of a Volbraad 
member, was indicted for embezzlement of public funds. Two 
juries were dismissed, although the evidence was very clear, as 
they could not agree. On dismissing the second jury, the judge 
told them plainly that they had not discharged their duty in 
accordance with their oaths. A third jury was empanelled, and 
the man was found guilty. 

Quite recently, a man named Maberry was indicted for trying 
to bn'be two Government officials. He was found guilty, and on 
being asked if he had anything to say before sentence was passed. 
he commenced a statement to the effect that he had been adviaed 
by Stoffel Toeen, a member of the Volksraad, to approach the 
ofticiale in question, and how to set about it. He proceeded to 
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add, that Toeen wu to get £10,000 if the oonceesion he WM 

eeeking had been aeoured, when the judge et.opped the prisoner, 
and sentenced him to six month.i imprisonment and £600 fine. 
Can it be wondered at that the publio have lost all confidence in 
the administration and legislature of the country P 

With reference to the main etat.ement made by me on the 
subject of the attack upon the titles of the Companies, whioh ia 
now known as the 'Ferreira Raid,' a raid which if BUOOelBful. 
would have caused damage infinitely greater than the 'material, 
moral, and intellectural damage ' claimed by the Transvaal, I 
wish to add that the evidence at the trial of Ferreira proved 
conclusively that five sons of the Minister of Mines were members 
of the Venture Syndicate whioh committed the raid. Comment 
is superfluous. 

PRINCIPLES oN WHICJI GoLD LA w 1s BASED. 

It is necessary in my view to have an idea of the leading 
principles of tenure and the rights of the Government to gold in 
the Transvaal. There is absolutely no reservation of mineral 
rights in any titles of land held in freehold in the Transvaal. 
The registered owner was the owner of everything in the soil 
In 1885 the most extraordinary Act ever passed by a body ot 
landowners was placed on the statute-book. The first clauae ia 
as follows:-' Hejt mijn- en beechikkingsrecht op alle edelge
eteenten en edele met.alen behoort aan den Staat.' 

There has never been a judicial interpretation of this provision 
in the sense in which I am speaking. The interpretation I place 
upon it is, that it declares that the right of mining and 
administering mining for all precious et.ones and precioU8 metala 
belongs to the State. The private registered owner of the land 
was, upon proclamation of his farm under this law, di.sposeeued 
of his control save as hereinafter stated, but the Government 
acquired no dominion in the soil, which remained vested in the 
registered owner. This is clear from the fact that if the land 
were freed from the operation of the Gold Law, all the owner'• 
rights were revived in full force. The owner had reserved to 
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himaeli' hie homeetead and cultivated Janda, and had the right 
to acquire a mining lease over an area equal to 10 per cent. of 
the total area of the land. He alao had a preferent right to peg 
off a certain number of claims, and the right to grant permission 
to others to peg off a certain number of preferent claims. With 
the exception of the areaa eo reeerved, the farm became upon 
proclamation a public goldfield, upon which every man was 
entitled to peg off a claim. The Government granted him a 
license to do this, and he had the right alao to acquire a stand 
for residence or buaineaa. The license moneys thus received were 
divided between the Government and the regiat.ered owner of the 
land. The principle ia int.elligible enough. The Government 
had to pay for the cost of maintaining order, and received a share 
-0f the licenaea for this purpose. The owner was diapo888811ed of 
hie land and received a share of the licenses in compensation. 

Thie waa the view of the law itself taken by the Government, 
aa shown from the early administration. Gradually, however, the 
Government introduced principles into the Gold Law which went 
much further. A clause was introduced vesting the right to the 
8Ul'face of proclaimed Janda in the Government ; next claims, the 
title of which lapsed by non-payment of license moneys or 
abandonment, and which had always before become open peggable 
ground were by statute declared to revert to the Government and 
were to be sold by it ; and here the first principle of selling 
mining rights was introduced. Gradually the idea has grown in 
the minds of the legislators that mines were an asset of the State 
available for sale. This culminated in 1894 and 1896 in the 
proposal to sell the right of minerals under Bewaarplaatsen water 
rights and townahipe, a proposal which was in 1896 adopted by 
the Raad. The action of the Government and the Legislature in 
l"8g&rd to underground mining rights ever since 1892-action 
which can be described aa vacillating between a desire to benefit 
UD8Crupulous adventurers and a desire to enrich the State, the 
mining companies in either case being the victims-was not 
-O&lculated to produce a profound feeling of confidence in the 
administration. It is needleaa to point out the fallacy of the 
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statement that the Government is very magnanimous in granting 
the right to mine to individuals. The ooune of afl'ain wu 
usually this : before proclamation ae a public goldfield an 
individual or individuals 88CUJ'ed from the owner the right to 
prospect for gold, with the contingent right to acquire the owner's. 
rights to minerals. He always paid for the right to prospect, and 
the owner generally stipulated for a very large sum of money 
should the contingent right be exercised. When the land wa& 

proclaimed, those who had acquired the mineral rights either eold 
them to persons able to find the capital to equip a mine, or if able 
themselvee to do so furnished the capital. Reef mining is very 
ooetly work, and the proper equipment of a mine requiree very 
large capital. The Boers them.selves and the Government neither 
oould nor would have furnished this capital. They had not the 
knowledge nor the enterprise nor the money necessary to work 
mines. 

The wealth of the country wu therefore developed by the 
Uitlandere, the Government getting a very large share of revenue 
which would never have accrued otherwise. This briefty oonveys 
eome idea of the true position of things. 

PoLICY OP GoVBBNKBNT TOWABD8 INDUSTRY. 

Aa to the policy of the Government in later years, I am 
absolutely satisfied. The President when remonstrated with by 
one of his officials against a propoeed act, is reported to have 
said-in answer to the official's stat.em.ent that the act would kill 
the goose that laid the golden eggs-' We have got the egga 
already; let us twist the neck of the goose.' .At that time he 
had a surplus of about £200,000 in the Treasury, and a consider
able number of companiee at work which would be compelled tc> 
stick to their enterprises and furnish a oonsiderable revenue. 

.At a later stage it was propoeed to throw the townlands of 
Pretoria open to the public as a goldfield. The President resisted 
this most strenuously, and amongst other arguments said, aim~ 
tearfully, that it would result in the establishment of a seoond 
Johannesburg, and he would have difficulty in finding police tc> 

122 

Digitized by Google 



UITLANDERS IN THE TRANSVAAL. 

bep them in order. Yet later in a debate upon a motion for the 
importation of diamond drill, to prospect Government lands, the 
President opposed stoutly, and openly said-' There is too much 
8Qld in the country already.' I may point to the significance of 
the etat.ement in Mr. Lippert's memorandum, to the effect that 
the President was oppoeed to increasing the influence of the 
Kining Companies, as he saw in them his political opponents ; 
and now it is said that the Government will place obstacles in the
way of proclaiming any more private farms as public goldfields. 
Incident.ally it may be pointed out, that very great loss will be
ooouioned if this policy should be carried out, because private 
individuals and syndicates hold hundreds of mineral contracts in 
iegard to unproclaimed land for which they have paid large sums, 
having also spent a large amount of money in prospecting work. 
lPull return can only come to these people if the lands being
found payable were proclaimed. Can it be wondered at that men 
bowing these facts, and seeing how the cost of living and 
working is artificially raised by the Government, ahould fear the
fraition of a policy clearly intended to cripple and restrict the 
mining industry P 

HOSTILITY TO ENGLISH. 

All through the policy of the Pretoria Government has been 
diot.ated by the clearest hostility to everything English, and by 
the endeavour to create foreign interests which should be used a& 
a buffer between England and the Republic. 

The Netherlands Railway Company is a striking illustration of 
thia, u is also the Dynamite Concession. 

Carrying out this policy, the President brought about the
grant of a concession to a German for a National Bank. Prior 
to that date ample banking facilities had been furnished by 
:Inglish banks. The President, however, granted to the con
eeeaionaire a concession for a bank which, under given ciroum
etances, might prove a great danger to the public. The Bank 
lau the power to create and issue notes which are legal tender. 
n a1ao hu the power to issue oedulas secured by mortgage bonds 
-,on real estate. It has the monopoly of raising State loans, &o. 
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'The public regard the provisions for the aeourity of the note iNae 
aa wholly unaatisfact.ory, but the Bank is now est.abliahed 6.rmly, 
£Ud is spreading itself all over the country and even int.o the 
neighbouring British Colonies. At the aame time inetractiou 
were given t.o all public offices not t.o accept the bank-notee of 
English banks in payment of Government moneys, although their 
stability was beyond question. A State Mint was a1eo est.abliahed, 
.and the use of English silver was forbidden in the Republic. 

There has been unconcealed hostility again.at every man who 
was suapected of having any sympathy with England, and thia 
hostility has naturally acted as an irritant upon Englishmen. To 
illustrate this, it is not neoeaaary t.o do more than t.o refer t.o the 
-debates within the last year or two in the Volksraad on a proposal 
t.o disqualify all members who had taken the English side during 
the war of 1881. Indeed, I believe I am correct in stating that a 
proposal t.o this effect was only defeated by fourteen t.o nine votee 
when it waa pointed out that such an act would be a breach of the 
-Oonvention, which provides that no man shall suffer disabilities 
.on account of the part that he took iD the war. 

The Government some years ago got the Volksraad t.o authorise 
the granting of loans out of the public exchequer t.o poor Boera; 
no Uitlander participates in this benefit. 

At the present moment I believe the Government is spending 
public funds t.o compensate the Boen for loss of cattle by the 
rinderpest. 

A couple of years ago the Government, without authority 
from tbe Volksraad, actually advanced out of the Public Treasury 
between £40,000 and £60,000 as working capital for a coal com
pany formed by some private individuals t.o acquire eome coal 
farms on the high veldt. I was t.old that it was induced t.o tab 
this extraordinary step by the fears of the President being played 
upon, and his being t.old that if he did not help t.o establish the 
-company English capitalists would get hold of the ooalmin"", 
which are on the road t.o Delagoa Bay, and uee them t.o the 
-detriment of the country. There waa a great outcry about what 
,ras oalled this coal swindle, and by arrangement between the 
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promot.ere and the Government the money was paid back into the
Treuury and the matt.er hushed up. 

CoNCB88IONS AND F ACTORIBs. 

The President is crazy on the 81lbject of having factories in 
the country, and is always ready to bolster up any application for 
a oonoeaaion on the ground that it is necessary to eat.ablish factories, 
in the country, or at least he 11888 this argument. 

In the caae of the Dynamit.e Oonceeaion, it is notorioua that 
the conceuion&ll'88 have failed to build a factory within the time 
preeonoed by the conceeaion, and although in the mean time they 
are allowed to import dynamit.e free of duty, they have now got 
a long extension of the time within which they are to erect 
the factory. I cannot say what inffuences have eecured this. 
atenaion. 

Oyanide haa become an important requisit.e for the recovery 
of gold, and the President has done his beat to get a cyanide 
monopoly established. His grasp of political economy may be 
inferred from the fact that when rem.onstrances were add.reseed t4> 
him against the establishment of a cyanide monopoly, he said he 
want.ed a factory. When answered that it would burden the 
mining industry, he replied that when the mining induatry was 
ahauated he would have his cyanide factory. A cyanide factory,. 
it wu point.ed out, could only employ 200 or 300 hands, while the 
gold industry was the sole BUpport of the Stat.e, and employed 
many thouaanda, and when told that his cyanide factory would be
aael818 if there were no more gold, he flew into a passion. 

The preeent 8Upplyere of cyanide have factories, I believe,. 
principally in Germany. They feared the monopoly being 
grant.ad, and to destroy the President's factory argument they 
aohally erect.ed a factory in Pretoria, and are manufacturing· 
a mnall quantity there at a lou in order to keep the market for 
their European manufaoturee open, making their profit on these.. 
To 8110h a length did the concession craze run that the country 
very narrowly eecaped the granting of a concession oalled 
a jam and bilouit concession, whioh would have plaoed a 
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monopoly for the ,apply of bread and jam in the banda of a 
~nceeaionaire. 

U NDBROROUND Mumm R10BTS. 

I am desired to amplify the atat.ement in regard to Bewaar
plaat.aen. Referring to the main atat.ement made by me, I wiah 
to make it clear that, in addition to the ouee where oompaniea 
formerly held Bewaarplaat.aen under claim licenaea and oonnrtei 
them under Government preuore, there was a large number '11. 
areas held aa wat.er rights and as Bewaarplaat.aen which had 
-never been the 1111bjeot of mineral title. The law forbade ~ 
ging under these, but when the legislature introduced the 
principle that underground mining should be permitt.ed upca 
these areas, the companies naturally cont.ended that they hall 
the best right to mineral.a under the areas, the eorface of whiok 
was held by them. Moreover, most of these areas were wedged 
in between their claims, and nobody elae oould have worked theee 
to advantage. If they had been granted to the mat ' applicantt,' 
these gentry would simply have extorted large 8Qllll of money 
:from the oompaniee for mineral rights, which, as to most of them, 
they oould not utiliae themaelvee, but which were eeeential to the 
-companies. 

It ia now clear, from d0011D1entary eTidenoe which I haYe 
eeen, that there was a widespread conspiracy, in which pniminent 
Government oftioiala were concerned, to secure the mineral title u 
it were by stealth. In anticipation of the law, they made appli
~tione for all the areas which were so held by mining oompaniee, 
and it ia pretty clear from the documentary evidence that Mr. 
Lippert, a German, the same gentleman who secured the Dyna
-mite Conceseion, had oonceived this scheme of enriching birneelf 
by applying for the mining rights under these areas. He p11t in 
:applications, and at hie instance the Government introduced a 
,olaU88 into the Gold Law, which was 81lbmitted to the Volbnad. 
,conferring upon the Government the right to grant these mininff 
rights to the first applicants. The documentary evidence I refer 
to reveals clearly that if the Volkaraad had accepted the Go..-ern
ment propoeale, it was practically a foregone ooncltllion that he 
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and the ofticiall and other harpiea would have acquired the whole 
of the mineral rights aforesaid. I am in poeeeeaion of a copy of 
a Notarial Agreement which shows that three officials, namely, 
C. E. Schutte, Chief Magistrate of Pretoria, J. 8. Smit, Govern• 
ment Oommiaaioner of Railways, and H. Schoeman, the Oona
mandant for Pret.oria District, aa well u Mr. F. A. Grobler, who 
ia, I believe, related to the President, were members of a syndicate 
who were eeeking to get these rights. The question of the 
granting of theee mineral rights waa in 8U8pense, and waa the 
abject of intrigue constantly in Pretoria from the year 1892 
1o 1896. 

Large 8WD8 of money are eaid to have been spent in con• 
neotion with this intrigue. One deTelopment of the bll8Ul811 
was that a party in the Volkaraad started the theory that theee 
mineral rights belonged to the State, and should be sold for the 
public benefit, a principle foreign to the Gold Law. Be this u 
it may, the documentary evidence I refer to shows clearly that 
Jlr. Lippert recognised the equities of the mining companies, for 
in the ca1meat poaaible way he made propoeala (avowing hia 
position and action in the matter) which were in effect that if 
the matter were compromised the companies should be entitled 
1o 76 per cent., and he and the other group of applicant.a should 
receive 26 per oent. of the mineral rights. The statements in 
the Memorandum in question do not repreeent the true position 
in regard to these Bewaarplaatsen, but it ia immaterial to diao1111 
this. I annex copies of the Memorandum and the Notarial 
Agreement above referred to, and draw special attention to the 
eohedulee to the latter, u they prove that the parties had 
'applied' for the mineral.a on sites avowedly held by the oom
paniee. Practically every company on the Rand ia included. 

The following ia an extract from the Memorandum by Mr. 
Lippert above mentioned:-' In 1894, when I was obliged to 
leave nddenly for Europe during the V olbraad eeeaion, the 
mines, by exorbitant expenditure and by strained agitation, 
obtained a victory by two votes ; but when they wanted to 
drive their victory home and get the regulations passed which 
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had been drawn in a hurry, and which would have aettled the 
matter onoe and for all, the Volbraad declined to do ao, the 
-Government and the President having declared themeelvea em
phatically againat giving the mines any preference over the 
applicants, and maintaining the rights of the first applicants in 
the order of their application& Had I been in the Transvaal, the 
result would have been a very different one. Now to the present 
position : ainoe I returned from Europe, I have ascertained that 
the Government and the supporters of the President are etill of 
the same mind, and there is a strong section that think the 
Government should keep the mining rights as an important asaet 
1>f its own, on the foundation of which their finance would be 
abeolutely secured for the future: the railways would be redeemed, 
Delagoa Bay eeoured, &o. 

'As yet the President holds out against this action, which is 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such as Eeeelen, 
Celliers, and others), but he is determined not to further increaee 
the power and influence of the mining companies, in whom he, of 
oourae, seea his political opponents, and whom he doea not want 
to carry such a measure against him in the Vollceraad. Rather, 
therefore, than give it to them, he would give it to those who 
claim the mining rights for the State, and there is not a Boer in 
the Volkeraad who dare refuse aeeent to 811Ch an appeal, if it were 
only for fear of being charged with bribery.' 

Now, up to 1896, the controllers of the companies had studi
ously avoided politics, and the statement only confume the view 
that the Government policy was to restrict the growth of the 
industry. 

Mr. Lippert then avows that he has obtained the control by 
written contract of the interest.a of the various applicants, and is 
in a position to effect the compromise which he suggest.a. 

To show the ineinoerity and intrigue practised at Pretoria, I 
may state that when the principle of granting underground 
mining rights was adopted in 1892, a notice was published in 
the Gasetu calling upon all applicants to eend in their applicatio11& 
for mining rights, on the let September, 1892. It had been 
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braited about that the first applicant.a would get the mining rights. 
I myself attended on behalf of a very large number of Oompanies 
at the Office of the Minister of Mines in Pretoria on the let 
Sept.ember, punwmt to the notice, when a most disgraceful scene 
t.ook place. The office door was looked, and men were hustling 
each other and almost :fighting with applications in their hands to 
get into the office :6rat. The door was opened, and dozens of men 
tumbled over each other into the office, and deposited into the arms 
of a bewildered official piles of applications. A more monstrous 
method of dealing with public property of enormous value could 
not have been deviaed even by Pretoria. Shortly aft.erwards a 
notice appeared in the Gautte to the effect that, pending 
regulations governing the grant of underground mining rights 
being framed, nothing further would be done in regard to the 
applications. It now transpires that Mr. Lippert and the officials, 
and other peraona mentioned in the document already referred to, 
had put in applications beforehand, and that there was a 
OOD8piracy to treat them as the :6rat applicant.a, a show of fair play 
being made by the Government notice calling for applications. 
Ever since then Pretoria has been the scene of corrupt 
intrigue on the subject of theee mining right.a. There was no 
aafety in a syat.em where soch things were poesible. I have dealt 
at length with this question of Bewaarplaatsen becau.se it is 
typical of what went on in regard to other matt.ere. 
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THE 

NETHERLANDS SOUTH AFRICAN 
COMPANY'S RAILWAY IN 

THE TRANSVAAL. 

THE following are some salient points in connection with this 
-railway:-

ln 1884 the Government granted a conoession, which the Raad 
subsequently confirmed, to the Nederland.eohe Zuid .Afrikaanache 
8poorweg Maatschappij, to build a line of railway from the 
Portuguese border to Pretoria and all other main lines. 

Immediat.ely afterwards Dr. Leyda appeared on the acene, 
being a proteg~ of Beelaerts van Blokland, a Minister of the 
Crown in Holland. He was first Attomey-General to the 
Transvaal, and is now Stat.e Secretary. In 1886 nothing had 
been done by the concessionaire, and the President etat.ed, in 
combating a proposition of a member of the Volksraad, that the 
concession was dead-' That the money m118t be obtained through 
a company, and they, the company, feared they would lose their 
money, not knowing the stat.e of affairs in this country; thus the 
capital had not been subscribed.' 

In 1888 the value of the gold.fields had been demonstrated by 
the Uitlandere, principally Englishmen, machinery having been 
dragged up by ox-waggon hundreds of miles, and the Volbraad 
instructed the Government to see that the company commenced 
the line without delay. 

In June, 1887, the Company was formed with a capital of 
£166,666, being 2000 shares of 1000 gueldere, or £83 68. 8d., 
each. 
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The 2000 shares were subscribed for 88 follows :
GBRKAN-

Berliner Handelsgesellschaft ... ... 601 aharea. 
War8Chauer & Co. and a few others 218 ,, 

819 ,, = 30 votes. 
DUTCH-

Labouchere, Oyena & Co., . . . . . . . . . 394 ,, 
R. W.C. vande Wall Bakeandafewothers 187 ,, 

South African Republic 
581 ,, = 76 ,, 

... 600,,=6,, 

Grand Total 2000 ,, = 112 ,, 

This outrageous manipulation of votes speaks for it.aelt. 
The control of the Company is veet.ed in the Directors in 

.Amsterdam. A Government Commissioner is appointed by the 
South African Republic ostensibly to protect its interests, and 
Beelaerts van Blokland is that Government Commissioner. His 
position has been defined 88 that of a man having an advisory 
voice. 

A series of loans have from time to time been raised by the 
Company at very high interest, the Government of the South 
African Republic being surety for the capital and interest. The 
share capital has also been increaaed, and now-

The Share Capital is . . . ... . . . £1,166,666 13 4 
And liability on loans is ... ... £6,067,583 6 8 

In addition to this there is now to be raised an additional loan of 
£1,100,000 to pay the cost of doubling the lines. As an instance 
-of the method in which the Company has been financed, the 
following is instructive. The Company borrowed £650,000 on 
overdraft, Dutch bankers supplying 53 per cent., and German 
bankers 47 per cent. of the sum. These bankers demanded 88 

security one million pounds' worth of debentures issued by the 
Company, and guaranteed by the Government, and stipulated for 
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the right t.o take over the aeomity at any time during the 
currency of the overdraft at 5 per cent. Jeu than the average 
price for eight days on the Company's debentures on the Dutch 
and German BoUJ'888, and in November, 1892, £1,000,000 of 
five per cent. debentures were placed at £95 15a., the Company 
only receiving £90 158. The Syndicate therefore made 
£50,000 at the expense of the taxpayer on this one tranaaction. 
At this time a loan of £2,500,000 had been raised through 
Rothschilds for the purpose, snter alia, of paying off the overdraft. 
The money, it is said, was actually in the hands of the Company 
for that purpose. The overdraft should have been paid off, and 
the option t.o take the debentures over which existed only during 
the currency of the overdraft should have been destroyed. This 
was not done. At the same time the debentures representing the 
Rothechild loan, with exactly the same ll8CUl'ity, were at a 
premium. It is absolutely clear that the whole of this 
nperetructure rested on the mining industry. Until the value of 
that had been demonstrated, the country's credit was worthlesa. 

Before the completion of the Delagoa Bay line a eection of 
about forty miles of railway had been built along the line of reef 
from the Springs Colliery t.o Krugeredorp. 

The Company had also acquired from the Government the 
right t.o collect and t.o pass int.o its general revenue all Custom& 
dues on goods imported t,id Delagoa Bay. 

Extortionate charges were made for the transport of 
paaaengers and goods on the coal line above-mentioned, and it has 
been stated by the manager of the Company that the profits of 
that short eection of the line paid the interest on the t.otal ooet of 
construction of all their lines. 

It was neoessary for the Company, in order t.o hoodwink the 
Volkaraad, not t.o allow its accounts t.o show a shortfall of interest, 
and consequently a claim upon the country under its guarantee. 
They had been charged openly-a charge which has never been 
met-with cooking their accounts in order t.o show fiotitioua profit& 
during the period of construction. Thus it has been shown that 
the Ouatoma dues collected by them figure in their accounts 
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under the heading of traffic receipts; second, that they charged 
themaelvea for carriage of their own materials and repreeented 
this as profit. By theae devioea they were able to keep the 
Volkeraad from inquiring into the real condition of things while 
they were completing their hold upon the vitals of the country. 

Mr. Loveday, a member of the Volksraad, has, to his honour 
be it said, been unremitting in his endeavours to expose the 
character of the Company's transactions. Unfortunately he has 
never been able euccessfully to fight against the enormo118 power 
of the Company, backed by the President and Leyda. Leyda was 
for years St.ate Secretary, and at the same time Government 
Commissioner of Railways in the Transvaal. It has been openly 
stated and never denied that his influence has been consistently 
1l8ed in order to promote the interests of his countrymen in 
Holland. It is obvio118 that under theae conditions the interests 
of the country should eu1fer. To show how things were done I 
may say that a gentleman vouches for this story : A Volkeraad 
Committee having been appointed to inquire into the transactions 
of the Company, he was present one day in the Committee-room, 
and saw Leyda, Middleburg (Managing Director of the Company) 
and Smit (Railway Commi88ioner), none of them members of the 
Committee, drawing up the report for the Committee, while the 
buoolic members of the actual Committee diacuued cattle and 
aheep. 

As the credit of the country was pledged for the liabilitiea 
of the Netherlands Company, and they had the power to charge 
exorbit&nt tariffs when the line was completed, it is not to be 
wondered at that the greatest reckl888Deu, if not wol'88, should 
occur in construction. Th118 it was shown that a 74-mile eeotion 
of line ending at Nelepruit ooet £23,960 per mile. No compen• 
eation for land had to be given. The coal line above-mentioned 
ia said to have cost £20,000 a mile; while I belie've I am correct 
in et.ating that the Cape Railway through the Orange Free St.ate, 
over ~untry aomewhat similar to that traversed. by the coal line, 
eoet only £6600 per mile. Mr. Loveday has openly denounced 
what he calla the 'swindling and robbery' which the oountry 

133 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH APRIOA. 

was Sllbjected to, and has challenged contradiction or refut.ation 
of his at.atement.a-a challenge which baa never been accepted. 
He deecribee the Oompany as 'corrupt from the day of its birth. 
eat.abliahed in corruption, and now fostered through deceit and 
corruption-a living lie.' He openly at.ates that hundreds of 
thouaands of pounds were lost to the Republic on the construction 
account. Among other facts he exposed (a) that cloee upon a. 
thousand Hollanders were brought from Holland at the expense 
of the Republic to work a few months on the line, and then to 
be sent back to Holland at the expense of the St.ate, the truth 
being that the greater part of them were found unfit for the 
purposes for which they were obtained; (b) that earthworks► 

miles in extent, for which £23,500 per mile was pa.id, yielded 
enormous profits, even under wasteful administration, to the 
original sub-contractors and those under them again; (c) that 
stone was imported from Europe at enormous ooet to build the 
Komati Bridge with, when there was first-class building stone 
in the vicinity, and BO on. He shows that a contract was entered 
into with J. C. van Hattum & Co., of Amsterdam, for the con
struction of the first hundred kilometres. He characterises the 
contract' as savouring of fraud and conspiracy, leading the public 
to believe that van Hattum & Co. and the Netherlands Company 
were surely one and the same firm.' The line was to be built 
in sections according to specifications mutually agreed upon by 
the engineers of the contracting parties. Should van Hattum 
& Co. not exceed the specified cost mutually agreed upon they 
were to receive 11 per cent. upon the amount of the specification. 
but should they exceed the specification, then the 11 per cent. 
was to be gradually decreased by an arranged sliding scale on 
each 20 per cent. over and above the specification, provided, 
however, that van Hattum & Co. did not exceed the specification 
by more than 100 per cent., in which case the Company should 
have the right to cancel the contract. Thie speaks for itself. 
Mr. Loveday also charges the Company with having declared 
dividends out of capit.al to create a favourable impression upon 
the Boers and to stifle inquiry while their scheme was proceeding. 
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The oonceuion was in fact voided by non-performance of 
oonditions, but on two oocasions the concessionaires have obtained 
a new leaae of life and even strengthened their position, argu
ment.a being put forward by Leyds, the President invariably 
npporting him, that the country would be in the gravest danger 
if they borrowed from foreign- for which read English -
oapitalista. 

The Company baa the power to charge the following rates : 
for 6nt-class passengers, 3d. per mile ; for eecond-claes passengers, 
2d. per mile ; for ordinary goods, 6d. per ton per mile, with & 

minimum of £1 for forwarding ; raw goods, auch as coal, earth, 
atone, unsawn wood, &c., 3d. per ton per mile, with a minimum 
charge of £1 for forwarding. 

It is also shown that in October, 1892, an increase in the share 
capital of the Oompany was authorised by a reeolution passed in 
Holland. Three thousand shares of 1000 guelders were sold to
the Transvaal Government at a premium of 10 per cent., and 
paid for as follows:-

1011 Shares in February, 1892. 
818 Sharee 9th July, 1892. 

1091 Shares in August, 1892. 
Th1lB these shares were bought at a premium by the Govenui,.ent, 
and paid for months before their creation. 

The Government baa consented to conditions of expropriation 
which are outrageous. As stated by Mr. Loveday, those con
ditions are as follows :-That the Government can acquire the
line upon twelve months' notice, provided they pay twenty 
times the average dividend paid to shareholders during the past 
three years, also the full amount of the nominal value of the
abaree, and 1 per cent. for every year the concession would still 
have to run, which is up to the 1st January, 1915. Writing 
in 1894, Mr. Loveday showed, that taking a dividend of 3 per 
oat., after paying the interest on share and debenture capital, 
a dividend which baa been greatly exceeded since then, the result 
would be that upon expropriation the Government would have 
to pay: 
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To the abareholdere of 3000 41 per cent. aharee of 1000 gaelden 
.-eh, £178, for every £100 obligation, and 

To the shareholders of 11,000 6 per cent. aharee of 1000 
guelders each, £198, for every £100 obligation. 

The dividend for last year, 1896, amounted to 10 per oent. in 
addition to the guaranteed interest. It will thua be eeen to what 
an enormous extent, if the present condition of things goes on, 
the emoluments of the disinterested gentlemen on the Continent 
will be inoreaaecl. The country will have to pay them twice 
or thrice the amount apent (wastefully), to say nothing of pickinge, 
or in the alternative submit to Continental control 

The groaa revenue for last year waa over £3,000,000, and 
their working expe11888 were, in 1895, 481 per cent. of the groa 
takings. Their profit for 1895 is eetimated at £1,600,000, a 111111 
practically equal to the whole of the dividends paid by the mining 
induetry with the enormoue oapital invested in it. 

A large section of the Boer population and the whole of the 
oommercial population of the country seeing the extraordinary 
position into which the country was drifting, and recognising 
clearly that with the enormoua tariffs the Company wu permitted to 
charge, and the fact that the lines were complete, it would be able 
to declare very heavy dividends and thua increaee the expropri
ation price, petitioned the Raad to take over the line at once. n 
was made abundantly clear that it wu an outrage to permit the 
oonoeseionairee to double or treble the expropriation price by 
declaring high dividends baaed on extortionate cbargea. Preli
dent Kruger opposed this, and a eubmi.aaive Raad rejected t.he 
memorials, with a result that is obvious. Continental capitalista 
are eating the heart out of the country and do not wiah to ghe 
up such a profitable busineea. Moreover, the control of the 
nilway confers enormous power politically upon the holders, 
and it is all a part of the echeme inaugurated by President 
Kruger and hie advisers to strengthen foreign in1luenoee u 
against Englieh in1luencee, and to give Continental peoples the 
right to clamour about their vested interests. The power to 
oolleot Customs dues is given to the Company only at the pori of 
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atry oid Delagoa Bay. Ouet.oma form an enormous branch of 
the revenue of the country, the estimat.es for the last year placing 
them at £1,500,000. It ia manifest that the Netherlands Com
pany would derive a princely income from this source if they 
.:iould divert the bulk of the trade to Delagoa Bay. In addition 
to this income they would carry the goods over a longer line at 
their very heavy tariffs, as their line connecting them with the 
Cape Colony ia only about fifty miles long. It has been the 
.teady policy of President Kruger to be connected with a port 
independent of English influence, and I think it ia obvious that 
while aecaring such connection hia policy of dealing a deadly 
blow at the trade through the British Colonies is being satia&ed. 
Nothing could more clearly demonstrate this policy than the 
action o( the Transvaal Government in endeavouring to close the 
fords on the V aal River as avenues for Cape trade. President 
Kruger ia said to have induced the Volksraad to reject the 
-expropriation memorials by the argument that the independence 
of the country was involved in this question, and that while the 
railways remained in the hands of the Company he could attain 
ads of policy which he would not be able to do if the railways 
were held by the country. It ia of course manifest that the 
inancial control by Dutch and German bankers would cease if a 
State loan, not confined to them, were raiaed, and the railways 
acquired for the Republic. And it is equally clear that the 
mining indutry would be relieved from an intolerable burden 
if the right to levy outrageous charges were destroyed. 

The Boer ia too ignorant to understand how the country is 
being sapped ; and the Uitlander is powerl888 to prevent il 
British capital invested in mines has furnished the means and 
-0pportunity of undermining British influence, and South Africa 
looks on helpleuly while disintegrating forces gather strength 
.daily. 
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DYNAMITE. 

1. IN 1881, a coneeaaion waa granted to Lippert, of the
excluaive right to manufactur, dynamite and other explosives. 
(&e Clauaee 1 and 2 of Conceuion.) 

2. Lippert was to have ' excluaive right to trade in the
dynamite and other exploeivea manufactured by him.' (Clause 2.) 

3. The machinery and material required for manufacturing
the exploai..-es were to be imported free of duty. But by Clauae 
6 it ia expreealy stipulated that Lippert 'shall, however, not have
the right to import from elsewhere gunpowder, cartridges,. 
dynamite, or other explosives.' 

4. Clause 3 binda Lippert to 'erect one or more :factoriea for
the manufactur, of dynamite and other uploeivee, and to place 
therein all the necessary machinery and appliances required for
the manufacture of dynamite and other exploaivea of good quality,' 
and, in case this condition ia not complied with within one year of 
the date hereof (viz., 31st December, 1887), Government shall 
have the right to declare this agreement cancelled.' 

6. ' Lippert shall, by exhibiting the machinery and applianoes 
and the explosives in clause, 111lrclausee 1 and 2 ( i.e., gunpowder 
of every eort required for firearms, cannons, and explosive pur
poeee, and all other kinds of explosivee and firework& manufactured 
therewith beforehand, prove to the •tisfaction of the Government 
that he is able to properly manufactare 111ch uplosivee equal to a 
good quality of the eame article, .... and until this condition 
ia complied with the excluaive right to manufacture 111ch materials 
and the right to trade therein 3ha// ,wt e.mt.' 

6. Lippert oeded this oonceaaion to a Company called 'The-
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South African Explosives Oompany, Limited,' which waa a French 
Company in which Hollanders had a share. He reserved the
eole agency for the 88.le. For doing nothing beyond taking orders. 
and delivering dynamite he got enormo11S returns. 

It was openly st.ated that at least one influential person in the 
Transvaal Government had BUbstantial interests in this Oompany. 

7. The Company never erected the factory, and never manu
factured one single ounce of dynamite in the country ; conse
quently the conceeaion 'did not exist' 

8. Government never enforced the conditions. 
9. The Oompany imported dynamite from 1888 to 1892, and 

defrauded the Revenue of OustoJDB to an enormous extent. 
10. The conceeaion permitted a charge up to £7 l0a. per 

case of 50 lb&, while the price of BUch a case in Germany ia-
21,. 6d. 

11. Government exercised no supervision over the quality, and 
loud complaints were made about the dynamite, for which extor
tionate charges were being made. 

12. The fraud was exposed in 1892, thus :-The Company 
had been importing dynamite under the name of ' Guhr Im-
pregne ' through Cape ports. The Cape Customs officials seized 
a shipment and demanded duty on it aa dynamite. Expert 
inquiry demonstrated that it was dynamite, and duty had to be 
paid. 

This led to a storm in the Transvaal, and an inquiry in 
Pretoria demonstrated that the Company had all along been 
importing dynamite - they had never manufactured it. The 
President's hand waa forced, and in the Volksraad he declared that 
the country had been defrauded. The concession was cancelled. 
I say it never had any force. (See Clause 5.) 

13. The Company should have been sued for the amount of 
the Customs duty for four years. This was never done. 

14. One of the incidents waa that the French Company 
formed by Lippert waa, while importing dynamite as described. 
enjoying benefits denied to English manufacturers, notwithstand
ing the Convention. 
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16. The English and German repreaent.ativee had made ltroDg 
representations about this. It was said that the President wu 
moved to cancel the conoesaion: 6.nt, beoauae he feued being 
charge with breach of treaty obligations ; and, second, the fra1Ml 
was too palpable and too widely known to be maintained any longer. 

16. The conceuionairee demanded arbitration; the Govern
ment should have refused this, but agreed, and appointed u it.a 
-own arbitrator a man in whom the public had no confidence. 

17. The claim for arbitration was an impudent device to frighten 
legislators into the belief that the country might have to pay 
heavy damages, and to form a ba.ais of 'settlement.' It oan be 
shown that the concessionaires abeut this time admitt.ed, in 
writing, that tlieyhad 'no hope of indemnity from the Tran.avaa1 
Government.' (See letter from the French Company to the 
French Government, published in the Preaa.) In 1893 the 
country was amazed by the Volkaraad granting to the Govern
ment the monopoly for the trade in dynamite and all other 
exploaives, with the right to appoint an 'agent' to exploit the 
monopoly. This monopoly-worse than the old one-was granted 
to L. Vorstman, who was beyond question the agent of the old 
Company, and Mr. Lippert secured the same rights under the ne,r 
monopoly as he had under the old. 

During the course of one of the debates Mr. Tosen, a member 
-of the Raad, declared himself in opposition to the wiahee of the 
monopolists. The next day he voted in their favour, announcing 
that the Lord had appeared to him the previous night and shown 
him the right path. He omitted to mention that Mr. Lippert had 
visited him that night. 

18. There is absolutely no doubt that this new monopoly wu 
devised between Mr. Lippert and the Government, and oorre
apondence between the French Government, the French Consul at 
Pretoria, and the old French Company-published in the Pnu 
newspaper in Pretoria-shows that at the time the President wu 
making a great show of anger against the concessionaires he wu 
negotiating with them to restore them to their old position. The 
.x,rreapondence shows that the parties were exercised u to a 
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meau of ll8C1lring the monopoly while appearing to obeerve· 
foreign treaties. The so-called 'Government Monopoly,' with the 
agency provision, waa the scheme hit upon. When it was carried 
through the pretended claim for damages was quietly dropped; 
It bad served its purpose. 

19. By dint of hard fighting the mining industry got the
right neerved to import dynamite under permits to be granted by 
the Government. Thie looks fair enough, but it turned out 
unaatisfactory. First, the utmost difficulties were placed in the 
way of granting permits; eecond, the import.er had to pay 7i per 
oent. ad mkwem duty and Bid. a pound. The oonceeeionaire paid 
no duty. The Government got on all dynamite imported through 
the oonC888ionaire 5,. a case, and 20 per cent. of the net profits-
after large deductions for dividends on the Company's capital. 

On all dynamite imported by others the duty amounted to· 
37 •· 6d. a case. Thie shows what a mockery the provision was. 
The action of the Government in diverting from the Treasury the 
enorm01l8 amount of duty, and permitting speculators to pocket 
the profits instead, is plain and significant. The mining industry 
very properly said that if it were just that they should pay such 
ext.ortionate prices for dynamite, the Treasury, and not foreign 
harpies, should get the money, aa in that case other taxation could 
be reduced. 

20. The mining industry always complained that the Govern
ment, in permitting the old oonoeeeionairee to charge £7 1 0a. a 
cue, had given them into the hands of extortioners. The latter· 
admitted thia, beoauae they did not dare to charge more than £5 
a cue latterly; and the new monopoly fixes the price at 96a. for· 
dynamite and 107 •· 6d. for blasting gelatine. The companies could 
import for 40,. a oaee if left Wll'88tricted. 

21. Angered at the dishonest imposition on them, the oom
puiiee entered into two years' contracts with Nobel's Dynamite 
Trust, the reeult of which was that they eeoured dynamite at 85a. 
a cue, Nobela paying 37 a. 6d. duty to the Government, and the 
oompaniee, while saving 10,. a case, forced the duty into the 
Tnuury ; and the contractors undertook, if the monopoliats-
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lowered the price, to supply down to 40•. a cue plus duty. This 
-demonstrated that dynamite oould be eold at a profit of 408. 

Strange Government, that had to be forced by citizens to 
'8Ccept revenue. Such action is not common. 

22. Lippert thereupon announced that he would sell at 76•., 
the lowest price for which Nobels were bound to deliver being 
77 8. 6d. Lippert hoped to secure the whole trade, as the oom
pa.niee were not bound to buy from N obeL The facts are instrao
tive as to the fairness of the price, and also as to the action of a 
-Government which could act thus. 

23. One illustration of the effect of this may be permitted. 
The Jumpers Company up to 1893, having spent an enormoua 
amount of money in machinery, &c., had extracted in five years 
gold valued at £452,000. All that the shareholders got out of 
that was £22,000. At the meeting held in 1893 the chairman 
announced that they were not in a position to pay a dividend. 
His analysis ·of working out showed that if the dynamite 
monopoly had not existed, they could have paid 31 per cent. for 
that year. 

24. When the companies made the above-mentioned contract& 
with Nobels, President Kruger became furious, said they were 
traitors, declared he would not have his will thwarted, and 
threatened that when the Volksraad met again he would t.ake 
~ffectual measures to put a stop to it. The fact is that the Govern
ment had, when the swindle was being concocted, got the V olb
raad to commit to it the power to determine at what amount not 
exceeding 9d. per pound the import duty on dynamite should be 
fixed. Under this grossly unconstitutional authority the Govern
ment fixed it at 8½d,, plus the 7½ per cent. ad Mio-rem duty im
posed on all goods. The conspirators had clearly thought thia 
outrageous impost would have the effect of killing all opposition 
to the monopolist trade, while leaving the Government free to 
say, in answer to any remonstrances on treaty grounds, that the 
law did not allow importations by any one. The President raged 
because the companies had found a means, under hia own law, of 
getting dynamite at a slightly lower price for themselves, while 
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at the same time l!leOUring to the public treasury 37 a. 6d. a oaae. For 
-this they were called contumacious. Can anything more iniquitoua 
be imagined p 

The President had, by the moat specious arguments on the 
ueoeeaity of being independent of foreigners-which means the 
English-for munitions of war, eooured this rascally and 
burdensome impost on dynamite which was used purely as an 
industrial commodity, and yet he was in a rage because they 
were, under his own law, able for a short time to defeat the 
monopolists and benefit the country, without in any way 
interfering with 'munitions of war.' Is it necessary to further 
demonstrate the hollowneaa, the trickery, and the insincerity 
which characterised the whole of this nefarious busineaa P There 
was no honesty in it. But the godly old Boer did not hesitate 
to stigmatise the companies who were protecting their rights, 
within the law, and benefiting the revenue, as bodies who were 
opposed to the independence of the country, who did not want 
factories in the country, and who wished to favour English 
trade. 

Let the truth of these statements be tested by the fact, which 
is on record, that the Chamber of Mines offered to erect a 
dynamite factory within two and a half years, to take over the 
powder factory, to submit to joint control with the Government of 
both factories, and to pay to the Goverment 5a. for every case of 
dynamite manufactured and fifty per cent. of the profits ; or to 
lend the money required for the erection of the factory at a rate 
of inteteat not exceeding five per cent., details of joint control 
to be agreed on. The Government di~not even acknowledge 
the offer. 

Moreover, representatives of the German and English manu
facturers offered to erect a factory without any concession and to 
lodge £100,000 cash in a bank as security for their undertaking. 
This too was disregarded. 

If the President had been single-minded about the factory, 
why did he not insist on the old oonoeBBionaire erecting it P 
What was he about between 1887 and 1892.P How is it that 
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the present monopoliata have aecured. an ext.enaion of time within 
which to complete the factory P If the factory were ao eeaential 
to the interests of the burghers, how is it that in 1897, ten year& 
after diaoovery of a great eoonomic principle, there is no factory 
complete P-the public in the meantime being simply robbed. 

How does the Government justify further dealings with people
who were alleged to have defrauded. the country ; and why were
those people not sued for the Oustoma' duties which should have
been paid on imports between 1888 and 1892 P Why has Mr. 
Wolmarans never taken up the challenge to deny that he was
getting a royalty of 2&. a case P 

And now what has happened P The Government still has to 
import its ammunition. The monopolists are still importing, free 
of duty, dynamite which can be purchased at 2h. 6". in Germany p 

and selling at 85,. 
The German manufacturers have amalgamated. with the old 

ooncessionairea, and even the slight benefit which came from 
their competition is destroyed. If any further proof be required 
of the fact that the old concessionaires got the monopoly back 
again, here it is:-The monopoly is now held by a Company 
with a capital of £460,000, of which £182,500 in £1 shares 
were allotted. to the old concessionaire Company ; 25,000 share& 
were allotted. to Mr. Lippert; 22,500 ah.area to ' unnamed ' 
persons in Pretoria; and 220,000 shares to Nobels, who paid 
up £220,000 as working capital for the Company. Fortherp 
Mr. Lippert had reserved. to him as agency fees for fifteen ye&n1p 
&. per case. M888?'8. Lewis & Marks, of Pretoria, got 2,. a 0888 
for fifteen years ; and Mr. Lippert got an additional 2,, a 0888 for 
three years. And, to crown all, the Government advances out of 
the revenue furnished. by the Uitlanders half a million of money 
annaally to the monopolist, wherewith to exploit the monopoly 
which is draining their life-blood. 
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JoKANNBSBURG, 18th Januarg, 1896. 

MEMORANDUM 
Be UimBRMDflNG R10HT8, UNDER VARIOUS RBSBRVBD 

PLACES AS BBWAARPLAA.TSBN (DBP08ITING 81TB8), 

W ATBR R10BT8 AND &rA.ND8. 

UNDBR the Gold Law, the mining under these reserved 
placee on proclaimed goldnelds was prohibited., and pegging 
off was not allowed up to the year 1891 over them. A certain 
number of the Gold Mining Companies, whose area was either 
insufficient for the purpose or whose mill was distant from their 
claima, had obtained from the Government the right to deposit 
their tailings upon the mrface of rather extended pieces of 
ground, mostly eome distance away from their mining claims, and 
paid for these rights a small fee of 28. 6d. per month per claim, 
in.st.ead of 15a. and £1 per month per claim, paid for mining 
rights. These Bewaarplaatsen were registered as such on the 
distinct understanding that no mining was allowed on them or 
under them. They were thus accounted of no value as mining 
properties, nor was there ever any mention made of them as being 
valuable other than as depositing sites in any Company's report to 
their shareholders or in any other way. Before the permission 
to deposit tailings on such sites by the Government became 
generally known, a few Companies had deposited them on areas 
which they had pegged out as mining claims under the reduced 
rates as prospectors' claims at 5a. The Mining Commissioners 
were then instructed to inform the Companies that they must 
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either pay on these claima the proper digger's lioenee at 15'., or 
take them out under the regulation of Bewaarplaatsen at the reduced 
rates of 2,. 6d. ; with scarcely a single exception Uie Companies 
abandoned the claims as mining olaima, and accepted Uiem u 
depositing sites, making of their own will this selection, and 
clearly demonstrating thereby that they claimed only swiace and 
no mineral right& I deal with this point explicitly because much 
baa been made of the st.atement that the Government by 
regulations forced the mining companies to give up their 
mineral rights in exchange for surface right.a, and that the then 
Mining Commissioner, Mr. Jan Eloff, had promised them that 
they would always have the preference for mineral rights. 
Against this st.atement on oath of a man whom the High Court 
baa several times already declined to believe on oath, I have 
absolute documentary evidence, quite independent and incon
trovertible, and originating from the Companies themselves that 
the case is actually as already described by me, and that Mr. 
Eloff's st.atement is entirely an afterthought by a man, whoee 
relations to some of the movers on the part of the mines is t.oo 
well known. 

It is well known besides that at the time when those claims 
were exchanged for Bewaarplaatsen, absolutely no mineral value 
was attached to them, the ground by which they were surround~ 
and even much nearer to the out.crop than most of these, being 
considered of no value. The Jumpers Bewaarplaatsen are about 
1720 ft., continued from the out.crop of the Crown Reem. The 
disproportion of the Bewaarplaatsen to the mining areas of the 
individual mines is glaringly apparent; for instance, the Jumpers 
held 39 mining claims and 61 Bewaarplaatsen claims ; the Henry 
Nourse 34 of the first and 59 of the second ; the Tribute three 
mining claims and 39 Bewaarplaatsen claims ; the Langlaate 
Royal 16 of the first and 62 of the latter when they applied for 
them, &c. 

Is it credible that all the Companies, so long after they had 
become aware of the Deep Levels, should never have made 
mention of the enormous mining values they held in the 

146 

Digitized by Google 



UITLANDERS IN THE TRANSVAAL. 

Bewaarplaat.sen ; and had there been any truth in the statement 
that they had been assured of their preferent right to them, or if 
at that time they even believed they had such a right P As a 
matter of fact, only one or two Companies did exchange their 
mining claims to Bewaarplaataen, moet having taken out the 
latter straight away, while on the other hand there is at least one 
Company that declined to make that change, but preferred to 
pay full licenses and retain the mineral rights. This one case 
proves anyhow that there was no compulsion on the part of the 
Government. Having disposed of this main and only point upon 
which rests the case of the mining, it will not be necessary to take 
into account the only other arguments brought forward, that the 
mines by their work have proved the mining value of these areas 
and have therefore a preferent right (this argument applies equally 
to all Eckstein's Deep Levels), and that if the companies do not 
obtain the mineral rights they would be subject to blackmail, and 
the surface rights guaranteed to them would be subject to damage 
and to infringement. 

The further counts were these :-In January, 1892, I conceived 
the idea that these Bewaarplaat.sen water rights and other resened 
places covered great wealth, and I wrote to the Government 
pointing out that great revenue and increased mining activity 
would result if the Government granted me the mining rights, for 
a great many of which I made formal application. I then pointed 
out to the Government that the companies had never even asked 
for the mineral rights, that the whole spirit of the Gold Law was 
against any preferent right except to the first applicant, and that 
in ordinary caaes I had to go to the Mining Commissioner, and, 
having first obtained licenses, would be the first to pay, but as 
pegging was prohibited by law, I came with my application to the 
Government and claimed my right as first applicant. 

The Government was willing to support me, but found that 
they could not do ao under the existing law. I sugge8ted an 
alteration of the law, and tDtU reque8ted to propo8e an amendment of 
the Gold Law, which I did, and mg amendment fDa8 literally adapted 
l>v the GoM-nment and ratified hy the Vol/araad in .Aup,t, 1892. 
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.At the Mrioua stagu through whkh the matter pautd, mg applicatUJ11 
UJaB aluJag, formally repeated; but in the meantime it had become 
public, and applications for underground mining right.a poured in 
from all sidee, a1ao from the mining companies, who then fQlly 
woke up to the enormous value of theee neglected areu upon 
which they had been aleeping up to then, and from that moment 
up to now the agitation between the 6.nt applicant.a and the 
mining companiea haa never oeaaed. 

The Government al.way• remained firm in favour of the 6.nt 
applicant.a, whilst in the Volkaraad opinion wavered very much. 
and one year the 6.rat applicanta, the next the minee, had ~ 
advantage. In 1893 there was a draw, and the consideration of. 
the matter (Article 21 of the Gold Law) waa 8U.8p8Dded for 
one year. 

In 1894, when I was obliged to leave auddenly for Europe 
during the Volkaraad Seasion, the minee, by an exorbitant ex
penditure and by strained agitation, obtained a victory by two 
votea ; but when they wanted to drive their victory home and ge& 
the regulation• paaaed which had been drawn in a hurry, and 
which would have aettled the matter once and for all, the 
V olksraad declined to do 10, the Gm,emment and the Prt8idffll 
haoing emphatically declared tMJm8elou against gioing the mina ang 
preference over the applicant, and maintaining the right.a of the 
first applicant.a in the order of their applications. 

Had I been in the Transvaal the result would have been a very 
difierent one. • 

Now to the present poaition. Since I returned from Europe I 
have ascertained that the Government and the 111pportera of the 
President are still of the same mind, aud there ia a strong aection 
that think the Government should keep the mining right.a 88 an 
important asset of it.a own, on the foundation of which their 
finance would be abaolutely secured for the future ; the railwaya 
would be redeemed, Delagoa Bay secured, &c. 

As yet the President holds out again.et thia action, which ie 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such 88 Eaeelen, 
Celliera, and others), but he is determined not to further ~ 
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tl,e power and injltlffle8 of UN mining oompaniu, in whom Ae, of 
eou,w, _, hi3 political OJIPO'lfflt,, and "'ham he doea not wnt to carr, 
auch II metl8UNJ agaimt mm in the Yollmvlad. Rather, therefore, 
than give it to them, he would give it to thoae who claim the 
mining rights for the St.ate, and there is not a Boer in the 
Volbraad who dare refaee aaaent to nob an appeal, i1 it were 
only for fear of being charged with bribery. 

Having ascertained this situation, I set myself to work to 
combine the vari0111 interest.e of the 6rst applicants, and I have 
aacceeded to make an agreement by which I have obtained the 
abeolut.e aole control of theee rights, free to deal with them within 
certain limits. These applicants are bound to me in a proper 
notarial agreement drawn by ltlr. HulL Thtir application, coo,,-
0,e "'ho" ground, and an regme,wl in t"6 Stat, Mining Deparlmfflt 
a, tM jlnt applicanl-4, and are all mm u,ielding great influence among 
t!M Bow,. 

Before joining me their repreaent.ative wu requested by Mr. 
Lionel Phillips to call upon him to discusa the purchase of their 
olaime to these rights (always, of course, exoluaive of my prior 
olaime). The meeting resulted in nothing. .£70,000 was asked, 
which Mr. Phillips absolutely pooh-poohed. Thereupon being by 
me enlightened u to the value of their applications, the agreement 
was oonoluded, and a letter written to Mr. Phillips withdrawing 
all o&ere, and intimating that I have the matter in hand. 

I propoee a compromise to be entered into by the repre
eent.ativee of the Companies whose Bewaarplaatsen are in question 
and me aa representative of the applioan~o secret compact but 
an open and honourable compromise by two claimants to property 
in dispute, namely, the applicants to have one-quarter interest, the 
mining companies to have three-quarters interest in those rights. 
Th118 the mining companies would secure to them.selves a free gilt 
of several millions sterling without e:rpenditure of money in a 80m6• 

ehat dangmnu U)(lg, without aetJere friction with the GOtJernment and 
a powrful ~twn of the Boera, and would aroid the danger, which 
tMg t/umaeh,ea recogniae a, 1JUCh, of altogether losing tAeae righta, I>, 
it to tM applicant,, be it to the Btata. 
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It is not int.ended by me to oompromiae for money, but for an 
interest for many and obvioua reuona ; but the intereet will be 
~y converted into money by the Oompanies or by any one 
deei.ring to do eo, aeeing tM claa of applicant., alUJag, ift ttt«1 oJ 
tnOM!J, and seeing that the individual applicants will each have 
only a small fraction of an interest in each individual Bewaar• 
plaat.aen ; thus, apart from my own considerable interest, moet of 
the others can be easily dealt with. 

8o far I have only dealt with the claima by the applicants to 
the mining rights under Bewaarplaataen. ; as you are aware they 
aleo claim the rights under machine stands and under water right& 
With regard to the former, the Government propoeed to give the 
rights to the mines ; with regard to the latter, the Government 
will give the right to the mines for the area aetuallg tMtMI' tM 
u;ate,, and 100 ft. all round, but no more, the rest of the rights 
going to the applicants. 

However, I am oonvinoed that if the oompromiae with regard 
t.o the Bewaarplaataen ia agreed to, the applicants would be 
induced to withdraw from water right& 

If the compromia, b, agreed to, tll6 mannw of getting it ratifaxl 61 
tll6 Gooernmmt muBt b, 1,ft to mg judgmmt. 

(Signed) ED. LIPPERT. 

I have omitted to state that all applicants guaranteed to 
respect all surface rights of the lioenae-holdera and offered 
guarantees to the Government for any damage by undermining. 

E.L. 
NOTB.-The italics are mine.-0. L. 
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(8TAMPBD.] 

TRANSLATION. 

BB it hereby made known that on this the 17th day or 
December, 1892, before FB.A.oou FaBDBBICK Z.ILBB, of Pretoria, • 
in the South African Republic, Notary Public, by lawful authority 
duly awom and admitted, and in the preeenoe of the undersigned 
witn88888 appeared, GBB.BIT FBR8TBOBBN and JoBN SBBBOPIR 
P.&u:BS, acting for themaelvee and for their Syndicate, hereafter 
t.o be called the· fi.rat appearen, and Sowxox GILLINGILUI, act.ing 
for bimeelf 1.md his Syndicate, hereafter to be called the eeoond 
appearer, who deolared to have agreed 88 follows:-

Whereas the appearers and their respective Syndicates 
have made application t.o the Government under Article 1 of 
Law No. 18 of 1892, for the underground mining rights 
of the respective areas, 88 eet forth in the hereunto annexed 
Schedule; 

And Whereas it ia desirable in mutual interest that the said 
parties should not work against each other in the obtaining of 
any of the said areu or rights, now therefore the parties have 
agreed to work in this matter ·for their mutual interest, that ia to 
iay, that all or any of the said applications in whatever name 
made and granted aball be the property· of the parties jointly, 
namely, that each take a half share therein, and any coeta, not 
law ooste, incurred by one or other party aball be paid by whom 
it baa been incurred without recourse upon the other party and 
without its being deducted from the clear half. 

It ia further agreed that the oontraot made and entered into 
between John 8. Parkes, G. Ferstegen, and Solomon Gillingham, 

161 

Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH ~IOA, 

dated 12th December, 1892, in regard t.o Schweitzer's Township, 
is hereby canoelled and annulled. It is further specially agreed 
that in oase any action at law has t.o be instituted the parties ahall 
mutually decide in regard theret.o when the cost of 8110h prooeea 
shall be paid in proportion, that is t.o say each syndicate a half. 
It shall however be free t.o each party t.o join in • any such prooeea 
t.o proceed therewith at it.a own risk, and the profit.a obtained from 
any 1110h action (except compromises or judgments by consent) 
shall be the exclusive property of the pariy by whom the action 
has been carried on. The waiver of the right t.o share in any 
l1lOh eotion shall be committed t.o writing before 8110h action is 
instituted. 

This done at Pret.oria on the day, month, and year aforeeaid, 
in the presence of the undersigned witn88188. 

AA Witneuee, (&l.) P. Vil RY. (&I.) G. Fun-Ben. 
,, D. LBTB.ul. ,, lo'Bll 8. PARl[a. 

,, 8. GILLl1'Gllill. 

(&l.) h.uoou F. Z1m.-a, 
Nota,., Ptd>lie. 

Been and approved. (&l.) J. 8. Bxrr. 
,, 0. E. 8cHOIU. 

,, H. l. 8cHOBJUN. 

A true oopy of the original this day exht"bited t.o me, Johan
nesburg, 11th June, 1896. 

(Bign«l) w. VAN HtJL8TB1'l(, 
Notary Ptlblic. 

.Schedule of the seoond appearer : 
1. Application for the underground mining right.a on or under 

Sohweitzer's Township, made by ,J. 8. Bmit, O. B. &Autu, <WI 
H. J. &hoeman. 

2. Sheba, Birthday, Wemmer, Ferreira, Chimes, Geldenhail, 
New Salisbury, City and Suburban, by J. 8. Smit and F. A. Grob/#, 

Schedule of the first appearen referred t.o in the foregom, 
notarial deed: 

H. Bukes q. q. H. Doualdaon ... lngramabvg. 
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H. Buba q. q. A. B. Ohancie ... 
Do. 

Do. q. q. G. F. Parkes ... 

Do. q. q. G. 8. Parkes ... 

v. Diggelen's Township. 
Meyer & Oharhon and 

Bezuidenville. 
Water right and bewaar-

plaateen, Henry Nourse 
G. M. C., Jubilee, 
Royal, Meyer & Charl
ton, Jumpers, Salis
bury, W olhuter, W ol
ingly G. M., and New 
Grahamstown. 

Water right and bewaarpl., 
Pioneer G. M. C., Crown 
Reef G. M. C., Height 
and Prit.chard, Walter 
and Plantage, Wor
cester, Ferreira, Height 
and Prit.chard, Bosman 
Water right, Free Mint 
G.M.C. 

Do. q. q. A. F. Henderson Schweitzer Township 
water rights, bewaarpL, 
and machine stands. 

Do. q. q. W. 0. E. Erasmus The Simmer&Jack G. M. 
C., Geldenhuis G. M. C., 
George Goch, Amalg. 
Cornet Main Reef 
G. M. C., for water rignt 
of 14 claims, water right 
Geldenhuie Stanhope G. 
M. C. (2), (1). 

Do. q. q. G. Ferstegen ... Northern portion of stands 
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Boksburg, Prospect 
Township Station site, 
Boksburg Reserve 
Ground, Vogelfontein. 
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H. Buskea q. q. J. D. Weilbach... Wat.er right.a, bewaarpl., 
machine stands, Nigel 
Ext.ension G. JI. 0., 
Jlaraia Reef G~ JI. 0., 
Modderfont.ein G. K. 0., 
Rietfont.ein Eut G.K.a 

G. Ferstegen Townlanda, Pretoria. 

I declare under oath that the above ia a true copy and atat.e
ment of all applications made by ua. 

Sworn before me at Pretoria this 27th April, 1894. 

PRR'l'ORIA, 

24th DecemlH!r, 1892, 

(Signed) 0. E. HOH0TTE, 
La""'1rod. 

(Signed) JNO. S. PARKF.S. 
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APPENDIX I. 

EXTRACT 

From the 'Standard and Diggers' News,' 
AvousT 22ND, 1892. 

JOHANNESBURG'S AGITATION. 

AN AMPffi'l'HEATRE ASSEMBLY. 

A PROGRAMME SUBMITTED. 

THOUSANDS APPROVE IT. 

'GIVE US OUR RIGHTS.' 

BTIB.RING SPEECHES. 

NIGHT OF THE BmTH OF FREEDOM. 

THE LEONARDS RUB IT IN. 

'WHAT THE WR!"'.TCHED DARE.' 

AN ffiSTORIOAL MEETING. 

JT is from such a gathering 88 the Amphitheatre held within 
its capacious walls on Saturday night, that the size and 

numbers of the Johannesburg of to-day can be grasped. A 
truly soul-inspiring scene ! Commodious 88 the Oolosseum•like 
atracture is, it was packed to its uttermost dimensions with an 
audience of all that is enlightened, influential, and respectable in 
the town. The words ' mase meeting' conjure up vague thoughts 
of indelicacies; yet there wae nothing approaching aggreeeiveneas 
in the manner in which thie huge aeeembly last Saturday gave 
vent to its grievances and its cry for political redrees. Mass 
meetings in other climes may take pattern of Johannesburg in 
propriety and dignity of demeanour, even of that 'aeneation-
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yearning' public which is in part made up of what Pretoria 
politicians ecmriloualy oharact.erise u the lowest stratum of a 
puaionate and impulsive society. There wu a aoupfOft of ..., 
penae and pent-up excitement accompanying this ready respome 
to the recently eounded meil/6. During the week apeoulation 
had been rife 88 to the nature of the promised 'programme,' there 
wu a tinge of myat.ery surrounding it; Mr. Jan Meyer was to be 
dished up 88 an entrde in the political bill of fare, and Mr. 
Leonard, Q.O., W88 to be served up with the 'sweet.a' ! Ther&
fore long before the appointed hour the vast auditorium wu folly 
filled, and as each prominent Pleader for the People appeared, 
the greeting acoorded him wu such as the Leader of a Party 
might obtain at the hands of his followers. The aoene, 88 viewed 
from the proaoenium, W88 ~ely impreeaive and imposing. 
It had aomething about it of the great theatres of Ancient Greece, 
and one's thoughts unoonsoioualy turned to Modern Spain with 
it.a Alhambraa and-bullfights. There was Toreador Tudhope 
and his henchmen intent on morally vanquishing the Boer Bull. 
They would presently rush into the Political Arena and grapple 
with the stubborn animal, and all the weapons they would uee 
would be the justifiable protest of Intelligence and Enlighten
ment! A picture that would have been metaphorically complete 
save for the bull, serenely slumbering the sleep of the eatiafied, 
miles away at Pretoria, and for the absence of a bright-hued 
costumed bevy of beauty in the boxes, to smile approvingly upon 
the politically disabled matadors. Surrounding the Ohair were t.o 
be found 88 carefully chosen and representative a gathering of 
Johannesburg's Uitlander population as oould be desired. They 
offered 88 irrefutable a proof of the unanimity of their clamour as 
the most jaundiced giber could demand. Every interest had aent 
a delegate, and the Oommittee of the newly formed National 
Union embodies essentially fit and proper representatives of 
Johannesburg's intelligence. Amongst those accommodated with 
seats on the stage were Me88rs. John Tudhope (Ohair), James 
Hay, W. H. Rogers, Oarl Jeppe, E. Hancock, E. P. Solomon, 
H. Solomon, W. P. Fraser, H. Adler, H. Langermann, E. H. 
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Daning, A. H. Reid, H. A. Reid, J. Jeppe, jun. The Law waa 
repreeented by ll8881'8. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., J. G. Auret, C. 
Leonard, and F. C. Dumat; Commerce by M:8881'8. 0. Maloomeee, 
and D. Holt; and the Oloth by the Rev. D. W. Drew. The 
'workers and produoera' of the land were in full force beyond; ae 
indeed waa all Johannesburg in that assembly of 3000 men. 

The proceedings were commenced at 8.16, when Mr. Tudhope, 
.with the cool, calm, oolleoted complacency of an old Parliamentary 
hand, opened the meeting in a socoinot speech. The majority of 
the speakers who followed were becomingly nervous, a sensation 
whioh waa not surprising, aa in all probability none of them, eave 
Mr. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., had ever addressed ao large, 80 in
ftuential, and 80 eager a gathering in their lives before ; and in 
theae circum.atancee the eerioumese of the situation had the effeot 
on the speakers referred to. We have excluded Mr. J. W. 
Leonard, in that that gentleman wae a prominent speaker on the 
oooaaion of the huge meeting in Oapetown some years ago, when 
the Empire League waa formed, to counteract the then rabid 
Afribnder Bond, whioh has, however, since toned down, and 
developed into a useful and respected body. 

STATING THB 0ASB. 

The Chairman (Mr. John Tudhope) who on rising waa greeted 
with loud applause, said: Citizens of Johannesburg, this meeting 
baa been called, as you are all aware, in consequence of a meeting 
held laat Saturday night here, when it waa thought desirable 
that a further meeting should be held, at which meeting the 
people of Johannesburg should have an opportunity of expressing 
their views upon some of the most important questions of the day. 
(Hear, hear.) At that meeting several speeches were made, 
indicating what might be expected at the next meeting, and we 
have endeavoured, as muoh as possible, to shadow forth what 
would be the duties of the Committee nominated to work in the 
interval. The Committee th011ght a distinct programme should 
be given out before the night of the meeting. A number of 
programmes have been distributed amongst the audience to-night, 
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from which you will eee we have not been idle in the mea time. 
(Applause.) Before I proceed with any oblenationa I woald lib 
to make one or two remark& regarding ibis meeting, and will finl 
aak you to be as orderly aa poeaible, and aphold the deciaiona of 
the chair. (Hear, hear.) But I do so not became I think t.hae 
will be any disorder in this meeting. .Judging from the pro
ceedings of laat Sa.tmday night-I never attended • more 
orderly meeting-there waa no danger in. thie direo1ion, and I 
trust the meeting will be equally orderly here to-Dighi. We 
intend to be moderate ; we intend to be firm. In all we do we 
shall appeal only to law and order, and oar demanda are ao 
reasonable, and our programme nch a comprehensive one-it 
excludes no parties-that I believe it will be aecepted by the 
public of Johannesburg and the Government of PNtoria. (Ap
plause.) I think the originators of thia movement CIUl claim they 
have correctly gauged the feelings of the public ef .Jolwmeebarg, 
when I look around and eee this magnificent meeting. Still, they 
have only put into shape what haa been in the heart.a of aen for 
months past. The subject of our grievanoes, the gri8Tlalee9 of 
the apparently new population of Johannesburg, baa been in the 
mouths of men wherever men have congregated together, and we 
have asked you here to-night to give that private expreeeion 
public voice. I have been aaked what oocaaion there ill, what 
exigency there was for calling this meeting ; whether there wae 
any special event that led up to it. I have replied, not only by 
a special event, but a great many of them. Fint of all, • men
tioned laat Saturday night, we have the attitude of the V olbnad 
towards the people of J olwmesburg. I shall only enamerate a 
few of these things in order to justify the proceedings h8Jll9 to
night. First, we have the attitude of the Volbraad towards the 
mining industry in the matter of the dynamite question. (Ap
plause.) Another matter waa the neglect of our reasonable 
representations for a licensing Act, to be able to regulate the drink 
traffic with natives. They objected to have the licensing powers 
removed from a controlling power at Pretoria to use in Johannes
burg. Then there was the deputation when oar repreaentativea 
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,rere treated with acorn. (Groene.) Then the moat import.ant 
question-We uked. that a Oourt of Justice might be established 
here; this was aJ.eo refused. On another subject a resolution wu 
-taken with regard to our local self-government, and I auppoee 
that was the last etraw that broke the proverbial camel's back. 
The reply to this was that we would have to be satisfied. with the 
general Municipal Act, which applies to the whole country. 
Another resolution was paaaed recently, by which a large numbe, 
,of the inhabitants were deprived. of their votes. By the present 
resolution of the Volkaraad only burghers of ten years' standing 
-will be allowed to vote for the highest office in the land, that oJ 
President. Such are the sins of commission. We come now 
1o the 

SINS OJ' OKI88ION. 

First of these stands the neglect of education, and this point 
-will be appreciated by all working men, because you have to pay 
.a heavy tax and get hardly any return for it. (Applauae.) We 
are not sufficiently protected by the police. How otherwise could 
it be possible that a murder could be committed on a bright moon
light night in one of the btl8iest thoroughfares of Johannesburg, 
&nd the murderer escape detection P Then look at the mines t 
What protec~on have the miners against accident and disaster P 
But it is not necessary for me to go further into this question. I 
-think we are amply justified. in oalling you together to give voice 
1o your many grievanoea. Now, gentlemen, I have only one or 
two remarks more to make before calling on the next speaker. I 
nave looked through the newspapers of this town to find out how 
they supported. this movement, and I think I have the right to 
-expect that the Press would take the matter up warmly and 
heartily. Have they done soP (Voices 'No,' and groans.) The 
Star has certainly shone its brightest light upon the situation, has 
-taken the side of the people, and has written strongly in order to 
-clearly set before us the needs of the people. Aa to the other 
papers, there is on&-( A voice, 'The Critic ')-the Critic,· yes. I 
have been very much pleaaed. with the attitude displayed. by the 
gentleman who conducts that paper, and I think that, if he would 
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drop a few of his cat.egorical 'l'a,' and adopt a few more editorial 
• we'a,' the paper would become a power in thia place. With 
regard to the other papers, the Tmn8fltl0l Mining Arp,, it eeems 
to me that that paper baa been drawing the Government atop to 
the fullest extent, and is blinded entirely in all ita hundred eyes 
u to the popular movement Then the St.andard and Digger,' 
Nt1C1-(groant)-a paper of which I had cert.ainly hoped better 
thinga-well, on the Monday after laat Saturday night'• meeting, 
n had a very llellSl"ble article ; but since then the paper had been 
eee-eawing, ao that nobody knows on which side of the beam it ia. 
(Appla1188 and laughter.) He would only read a few extract. 
from a recent article in that paper. Here is what the gentleman 
who does the duties of the editor of the St.andard and Digger,' 
New auggesta with regard to the remedies of our grievancee :-

' Ou rulers are evidently persuaded still that their &anchiae 
meaauree are fairly liberal in the whole ci.roumatancea of 
the country and its people, and that the day is approaching 
niftly enough when, by the ordinary course of things, the 
expiry of the ten years' term of probation, and the advent 
upon the 11CeDe of a rising generation of "Uitlander 
burghers," youths bom on the spot- (loud and long 
laughter)-the great change will come about, and the 
New Republic will be established on its broader baaia.' 

Gentlemen, will any of you tell ua what thia way out of the 
difticulty meana P It means that we have to wait sixteen yean 
for thoee who can exercise the vote. The article continues :-

' la it unnatural that the fathers of the land should think ao P 
They have toiled and aweated for their country.' 

They might have aweated a little more. (Laughter.) 
' And are naturally slow to divest themselves of their righta, 

titles, and exclusive privileges.' 
la that the intention of thia meeting P Do we wish to depriTe 

any man of hia righta, or prevent any single individual from 
expreasing hie rights P No, gentlemen, thoee who have 'toiled 
and aweated ' for their rights in thia country certainly deaerve 
everything they have got, and it ia not our desire to abridge their 
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righta by one iot.a. (Applause.) Then we are lectured by this 
paper upon the outside question. 

'That ia an aspect of the question which Johannesburg does 
not sufficiently appreciate. It imagines it is the Transvaal, 
and forgeta there ia a world beyond it beside which it is 
almost insignmoant in area and in numbers, though not in 
revenue-yielding capacity. What Johannesburg has got 
to do ia to try to look at th~ Transvaal from a Transvaal 
point of view. When it shows a disposition to do that, 
it should not be difficult to establish a new and better 
understanding between Pretoria and J ohanneeburg on all 
and sundry matters, whether of municipal or political 
comment.' 

But the one thing for which I am thankful to this paper for 
ia that it baa given us an extraot from a Pretoria paper, an article 
which ia headed 'Gone astray.' Gentlemen, one would think 
that the gentleman who wrote that article had ' gone astray ' 
bjmeelf. (Laughter.) I shall only read a few extraots from 
this precious article, and would advise gentlemen of a literary 
tom of mind to out thia production out and paste it in their 
'acrap book.' 

'We are amazed at the proceedings of thia meeting, and the 
astonishing part taken therein by some so-called influential 
citizens of the town. It has been evidenced more than 
once during the still short existence of the Golden City 
that in a town like J ohanneeburg, where all sorts and 
conditions of men are gathered from every quarter of the 
globe, the lowest stratum of society ia of a passionate 
and impulsive character, and but little fit to govern itself 
or others.' 

This from Pretoria f This from the men to whom we are 
indebted for the lo11 of numbers of valuable stands in Johannes
burg f This from the men with whom the Stand Scandal 
originated. I •Y 'Scandal,' for it ia nothing less. And they are 
lecturing us, who, by their mismanagement, have filched from us 
oar etandl, aad cliapoeed of them privately at Pretoria f (A voice 
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-' Government can do no wrong t ') These are the honest people 
who took £100,000 of the public money to spend upon the etreeta 
of Pretoria. And who aupplied the money P (A voice-' We 
did.') Yea, you did. Here the article goes on to say, and I have 
reacl this part over and over again:-

' But that men of riper pelitical experience, BUoh, for inatanoe, 
88 Mr. Tudhope (a pest Colonial Minister), should conduct 
themselves in the way they did last Saturday, has dis
appointed us, and strengthened our opinion that the 
Johannesburg of to-day is as little ripe for political 
responsibility and local self-government 88 the Johannes
burg of a year ago.' 

I must say I cannot make out the meaning of thia passage. 
Then the article goes on to say that 'they ' ( the people of 
Johannesburg) ' will act more intelligently by not exposing them
selves to ridicule by uttering threats against the Govermnent.' 
Who ia uttering threat.a P Has this meeting P This ia a paltry 
8ubterfuge to divert the attention from the point at i88Ue. Then 
this is delightful :-

' It is furthermore not nice of Messrs. Tudbope & Co.' (that ia 
where the ' Co.' comes in, pointing to the audience) 'to rail 
at the tactics of President Kruger and Dr. Leyda, for it is 
probable that the combined intellects of Messra. Tud
hope & Co. would swim, 88 in a great lake, in the 
intellects of Kruger and Leyda.' 

Gentlemen, I have read this part over about sixty times, and 
have been greatly amused by it. But what does it mean P If it 
is a question of appreciating the powers that be, I yield to no man 
-(applause)-in my admiration of the sterling qualities of 
President Kruger. I admire his honesty, his natural intelligence, 
and bis statesmanship. He is a man sprung from a clasa which 
is honoured by Qle 88 he is honoured by them. AJ:iy one who hu 
followed bis career cannot but admire the man. As to Dr. Leyda, 
I look upon him as a member of the Cabinet who, by hie oaltme 
and knowledge of the world, stands bead and shoulders above hie 
colleagues. Would that the rest of the Ministry were like him. 
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But u to 'awimming in the intelleota '-well--1 do not like to 
keep you any longer. The programme which will be laid before 
7011 will show what we propose to do. It is, in a few words, to 
educate the people, not only the English-speaking portion, but the 
Dutch alao, and by every poesible means to disseminate informa
tion throughout the whole land. We ahall try to stir up a 
political feeling among the population at large. As it was said 
during the Reform agitation in England-' Register, Register, 
Register t' so would I say-' Organize, Organize, Organize!' 
We do not say what we will do or what we will not do, but we 
reet our cause on its justice only, and I think that its justice will 
triumph. We shall be victorious in the end, but our victory will 
be peaceful. (Loud applause.) I shall now ask Mr. Charles 
Leonard to propose the first resolution. 

Mr. C. Leonard, who was enthusiaetically received, said it waa 
very gratifying to him to see such a body of citizens gathered 
together to show their love of freedom and justice. He proposed 
the following resolution, which he hoped would commend itself to 
the meeting :-

• That regard being had to the great influx of population into 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 
them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 
country, that many grievances and abuses call for redresa. 
and that there is reason to fear that exclusion from 
political rights may develop into a source of weakness 
and danger to the State : it is desirable to form a Union 
to obtain political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

A programme, he continued, will be laid before the meeting a 
little later on. That programme was very simple. Its main 
features were to maintain the independence of the State and to 
obtain equal citizens' rights for all. (Applause.) I need hardly 
ay (said Mr. Leonard) the Committee whom last Saturday night's 
meeting did the honour to appoint intend practically to adhere to 
that programme. Nothing will move them from it. They are 
not here to oppose anybody, not to go against the laws of the 
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eountry. (Hear, hear.) They are here t.o limply uk for that 
which reaaon approves and right demand,. With regard t.o a few 
words which fell from me on a previoua oooaaion, I ahoald lib t.o 
say a few more. I think it is only due t.o me. I uttered a 
aomewhat epigrammatical and pouibly true u.preaaion when I 
deaoribed the ruling power in this oountry 88 m unint.elligent 
minority. I wish t.o qualify that, u I do not think it wu quite 
juat, and I regretted that I did not aay ' uneducated' inst.ead of 
'unintelligent.' (Laughter and applaU.118.) You muat not think 
I am going t.o back out from my colours in any respect. I think 
the natural intelligence of the Boer in this oountry is very greatly 
to be respected, and his inability t.o grasp the questions of the day 
is simply owing t.o the circumstanoee under which he baa grown 
up. (Hear, hear.) It is our duty t.o educate him up t.o a know
ledge of these duties. (Laught.er.) I have many firm friend.a 
amongst the Dut.chmen in this country. I am a South African 
born, and my parents were born here, and I claim t.o be aa good a 
South African aa any of them. I yield t.o no man in my 
admiration of the good qualities which the Dut.ch population 
undoubtedly possess. The Boer is prejudiced, and baa not had 
the opportunity for the wider culture which many of us have 
enjoyed, and we ahould assist him and not blackguard him t.oo 
heartily. I have heard it stated in Pret.oria that this meeting is 
froth and mere indisposition, which would be cured in a week. I 
ask the meeting t.o aay 'Yea' or 'No' t.o that. (Cries of 'No.') 
I have also seen newspaper paragraphs which have dared t.o ay 
to the intelligent population of Johannesburg that to speak out 88 

men was rebellion. (Hooting.) I have also heard it said that thoee 
men who last Saturday night pleaded for the feeling that was in 
their heart.a would hang separately aome day. I ask you whether 
these people are the exponents of our opinions. (Cries of 'No.') 

In dealing with the present state of things it is neceeaary t.o 
go back somewhat in the history of the Transvaal. Fifty yean 
ago a number of people, moved by diverse considerations, no 
doubt nomadic instinct.a, a rooted objection to any eettled form of 
Government, and a terrible objection t.o taxation (laught.er), 
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Ga1De acroee into the Trannaa1. That objection to ta:u.tion ia 
preeent atill (Laughter.) They came aol'088 the river which 
now forma the boundary of an independent State ; they cleared a 
few niggers out, ahot a few lions, about which they boast a great 
cleal, like Lord Randolph Ohurchill-(laughter)-they obtained a 
great quantity of land for nothing; and claim, because they were 
immigrant.a a few years before the Uitlandera were, that they have 
the right to rule our destinies for ever. I will •Y that for the 
original body of trekkers they had very aound ideas of what a 
Republic was. (Laughter.) They formulated what are now 
known aa the 33 Articles, and I find upon looking at that 
Oonstitution that there is nowhere a qualification with regard 
to immigration, and that every white man in the country at the 
time was a burgher. (Applause.) We shall see how far they 
have departed from that right of equality. Later on, in 18M, 
they paaaed a law by which any foreigner could become a full 
citizen upon payment of £25, but in 1874 the franchise quali
fication was again changed. Holding land or real estate in this 
eountry entitled a man to burgher rights, and, if he did not hold 
land, residence for one year was aufticient to entitle him to all 
right.a of citizenship. In 1882 the law was again changed, and it 
was prescribed by the Volk.araad that foreigners had to reside for 
five years in this State, but after that they had every right the 
original trekker had. In 1892 another change was made in the 
franohiae law. There was a great deal of feeling against 
the Government about two years ago, and the result of that 
feeling was that we had the Second Chamber given us. The 
Volkaraad of this country decided on giving ua a eop, in granting 
u the Second Chamber. Thoee who had been two years on the 
Field-Cornet's liat, and who had taken the oath of allegiance and 
paid a IUDl of £5, were naturaliaed. 

Now, gentlemen, the meaning of that waa that, although they 
gave ua the Second Oh.amber, we had no control over the pune
ltringa of this country. When we were getting that aop they 
were giving ua the shadow and took away the substance. I will 
uk you to compare the 33 Articl• with the law of 1893, which 
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W88 eo alt.ered t.o our detriment thai you had t.o be on the Field
Cornet's list for t.eil years before you oould have the right fA> 
vot.e for a Member of Parliament, and fourt.een years before JOll 

are eligible t.o become a Member of Parliament. I am juatified in 
eaying they have given 118 a shadow and taken away the eu.b
atance. (Hear, hear.) I don't doubt there are many preeent. 
here to-night who, moved by the spirit of obedience t.o the law1p 
and desiring t.o become citizens, availed them.selves of th& 
privilege of naturalisation. Men thought-and the Volbraad 
Act leads t.o that &88Umption-that, if they complied with the 
oonditione, and paid their £6, they were entitled t.o the full rights 
of citizenship. They were t.old now that it wu not so. This 
aeuion of the Volkaraad a Member of the Raad had said : 'We 
never int.ellded. t.o give you those privileges when we took your 
£6 ; it was only a sham ; and if we did not make it clear then we 
will do so now.' (A voice : ' Shame I ') le that the thing to say 
t.o men I see around me P (' No I') What ia naturalisation P 
To an ordinary man it conveys the idea that you beoome a 
citizen of this country. Has the Volkaraad not admitt.ed, by 
giving 118 the Second Ohamber, that we are peaceable oitizena, 
and that we should get what we are asking for P (' Yea I ') 
There are some extraordinary minds in this country. (Laught.er.) 
When we are peaceable and orderly citizens, and truat.ed t.o a. 
certain ext.ent with the management of local affairs, why should 
they now, when they have already admitt.ed our olaima, deprive 
118 of them P Why do they refuse 118 full rights P What can be 
the object of this dietruat but a selfish desire t.o retain the power 
which they have P 

Prior to the breaking out of the goldnelde what wu the 
position of the Transvaal P They were in a position of abjd 
poverty, and a Tranavaaler who fought in the War of Inde
pendence said that with another six months of it he would have 
stuck out for a change of Government. He had no money, no 
food, no markets for his produce, and no meana of feeding hia 
children. That may have been an isolated case. Still, the 
Trannaa1 was in a very poverty-stricken at.at.e. We ha'fe, how-
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effl', a fact, that the Government had to borrow £5000 from a. 
penon in the State at 12 per cent., and t.o pledge as aeourity a 
large amount of ground for the debt. That money was want.ad 
to pay the salary of the oilicials. Contrut that t.o the condition 
of things to-day. Wealth came upon them beyond the wildest. 
clreama of men. Taxes had t.o be impoeed, and nobody here 
objected t.o the t.axes beoaU.118 there could be no Government. 
without money. (Hear, hear.) But we do object t.o taxes when 
we have no voice in the spending of them. (Applauae.) 
Taxation comes with representation. (Applauae and cheers.) 
Upon whom were the t.axee impoeed t.o produce this sudden 
wealth P (Shout.a of 'Uitlander I') Yee, it was upon the· 
Uitlandera. The Boera object t.o taxation, and it was their 
reluctance t.o pay taxes that brought them across the V aal River 
in 1839. The same spirit charaoteriaed him in 1880, and with 
the influx of people subsequently t.o the Gold Fields, he sai~ 
'We have the voting power, we will put on the taxes and keep 
theee Johnnies in their plaoe.' (Laughter.) It always had been 
the fault with the Dutch of giving too little and asking t.oo
much. They had not lost that qualliioation yet. (Laughter.) 
They were always hearing talk about the political independence
of this State being threatened. Now, I ask you, gentlemen, t.e> 
•Y whether it is the intention of any one t.o interfere with it. 
(Cries of 'No f ') They simply said this in order t.o eave them
aelTIIS from burdens, and t.o put them on us. (Hear, hear.) None 
were desirous of interfering with the form of the Government in 
the State, and I believe many here would go further and resent 
it in a practical way. We want a Republic in truth and not in 
name. (Hear, hear.) What ia the condition of things in th& 
Oape Colony P The new-comer or the Uitlander arrives in Cape
town and states he would like t.o settle in the country and beoom& 
a citizen. Well, then, he ia asked t.o sign a document, pays hi& 
half-crown, and it ia published once or twice in the Gasette, and 
he ia a full-blown citizen. (Laughter.) Now I ask you, has that 
broad system endangered in any respect the Cape Colony t 
(V oioee : 'No.') I think the Cape Colony an infinitely truer-
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"Republic than thia. (H-.r, h-.r.) If a similar condition had 
-existed here, would we not have been a truer Republic P 

Speaking of the Free State, a oertain .A.ot had been establiehed 
between the Free State and thia country by which the inhabi
tant.a of the Free State and the Transvaal had equal right.a in the 
-other's State, but we, who contribute the revenue of the country, 
are excluded from those right.a. la that just and fair P (A 
voice: 'No ! ') Why should the Free State alone participate in 
these privileges when we and others are excluded P We don't 
.eeek t.o go upon racial lines; the racial distinction ia brought 
about by the Government of thia country-we aeek t.o obviate 
this distinction. (Hear, hear.) I may go a little further in 
dieo1188lllg the matter. I am not prepared t.o say, and would not 
-dispute, perhaps, that in a practically virgin 10il, in a country 
where thousands and thousands of acres of public land are yet 
unallotted, that the same condition should exist, as, •Y, in a 
-oountry like Germany. What would have been said, for inatanoe, 
if the Chartered Oompany said regarding Maahonaland, 'We are 
the first band of pioneers: we took the risk of having our throat. 
-out, and we fought the Kaffirs, and we must have the first •y 
on all matters P ' What would be thought of such a proposition P 

Now, gentlemen, we came here and developed the Transvaal; 
those I aee around me are they who, by their energy, have made 
the Tranavaal what it ia t.o-day. It ia not, however, neoeuary to 
go over that ground. Take the vested interest.a as the buia of 
.argument, and we have very fair justification for claiming equal 
right.a. I ask you t.o compare the t.own valuation of J ohanneabarg 
to-day with the valuation of the whole Tranavaal ten years ago. I 
ask you t.o look at the gold output, amounting t.o nearly £4,000,000 
for the past year, and I ask you t.o remember the purchase price 
.of the country ten years ago. Who has made the Transvaal P 
We came here and found the original burghers settled upon 
farms ; they had no market.a ; no means; their only mean.a of 
living was t.o contract their wants. (Loud and continued 
applauae.) Who enabled them t.o live, who made market.a for 
.them P We ! Yet we are t.old we are mere birda of pueage, 
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and that, becaWl8 they were here before 118, we have no right. 
Who pays the Volkaraad members their £3 per dayP (A voice: 
' We dot') I underat.and the spirit of franchise in this country; 
there are two principles underlying it. The Boera are naturally 
hostile to changes, and the other ia the possession of landed 
property. I ask if we have not the qualification of large veat.ed 
interests in the country P Have we not obeyed the laws of the 
country P We have given hostages to fortune. Our wives, our 
children, our homes are here, and moat of ua are likely to live, 
and a great many to die, here. Gentlemen, I appeal to the town 
of Johannesburg, to the public men, for the sake of the thouaanda 
of children growing up, I appeal to the permanent character of 
the town buildings, and I say the very atones of Johannesburg 
plead eloquently for the cauae and justice of our caae. What 
has been our attitude during all this time P We have paid the 
t.axea, hoping for better things; we have been waiting patiently 
for five years. Hope deferred makes the heart sick, and I believe 
we are all getting very sick. I say a wave is coming. The time 
ia come when we have to stand up aa men for our rights. I 
believe the Boera will see the justice of our cauae, and respond to 
our demands. When once the paths diverge, how difficult it may 
be to remove misconception and bring peace again t I say with 
the worda of the resolution : 'There ia reason to fear that 
exclusion from political rights may develop into a source of 
weakneaa and danger to the State.' These worda speak for them
aelvea, and it ia unneceeeary for me to add to them. A home 
divided against itself cannot stand. We want to be friends and 
brothers of the farmers-a perpetual sore of irritation and d.ia
content can lead to no good. Nobody ia more anxioua than we to 
avoid friction and discontent. I say what ia in my heart. I 
believe I echo the feeling of this meeting when I say we want 
to be friends and brothers. (ApplaW18.) Why should they 
display this feeling of hostile legislation P Everything is put 
upon us. 'Things are not what they seem.' 

I read in the preamble of the Customs Act juat passed
• Whereas it is desirable to more evenly distribute the burden of 
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taution upon the inhabit.ant.a of the St.ate,' and the Raad imme
diat.ely proceeds to tax everything the Uitlander 11188, and. 
lets go free what the Boer 11888. (ApplaW18.) I believe 
the policy of the Government has been uneound in principle 
from the first-a policy of oonceSBiona, of ignorance of finimce, 
ignorance of railway policy, and of mining law. Cogent 
questions call with urging voice for redress. There is such a 
thing as a public line of oonduct. We have a young country, 
boundlesa resources, and no public debt, and yet they were com
pelled to Boat a public loan at 90, and then it cost 21 per cent. 
to pay people who never earned the commission. I aak you if 
that state of things can last P One of the first duties of & 

civilised country is to provide cheap administration of juatice. 
We petitioned with the voioe of the people of this town for a 
judge in our midst. We told Government what it ooet ua. 
Thouaands and thousands are spent in witn88888' expen888 whe> 
go to Pretoria and help to fatten the hotel-keepers of that town. 
We tell them it is impoSBible to oalculate the lo88 to the buainea 
oommunity in having to wait weeks in Pretoria until the 0888 

oomes on. We prize before anything the principle that justice 
should be over every man's door. One member of the Volbrud 
had said: 'What does Johannesburg want with a counP I 
have not got a judge upon my farm.' (Laughter.) Another 
thing, the judges were not paid according to what they ought to 
be paid in every civilised oountry. We can never hope to attract 
the ablest and beat men unleu we pay them properly. Thi& 
1R1bject lies very near to all our heart.a and interest.a. The judgee 
aaked that a 811lall provision might be made to pay hotel bill& 
This was declined, and we are out down to two circuit.a per year. 
The result of all this is endle88 law cost& Another matter, 
gentlemen. We live in this town, which has grown during the 
four years of it.a existence almost miraculously. It is certainly 
not like other' dorpa' in the Transvaal. (Laughter.) The town 
has in fact grown eo rapidly that the convict.a oould not keep 
pace with the ordinary street-maker. Our lives are depending on 
the health of the town, and more than that, the lives of your 

172 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIOBS TO THE STATEMENT. 

wivee and little onea, of all thoae who are deareat to you, depend 
on it. We aak Government to be allowed to set our own houe 
in order, and the reply is :-'We don't trust you, and will not 
give you the power.' 

Now, gentlemen, I am not here to stir you up to any sudden 
-Bood of mutinoua rage. This meeting itself ahowa that we mean 
buineae, that we want reform, and that we will not relax our 
efforts until it is conceded. (Applause.) There are a number 
,of other speakers to follow, and I will not keep you any longer, 
but I wiah alao to ahow a little of the other aide of the picture. 
Our request for a Municipality, for a Oourt of Jurisdiction in 
J'ohanneeburg, and many other reform.a, are disregarded, but on 
the other hand we are threat.ened every Sunday with paltry plOle

eution. There is, for instance, the manager of a Oompany 
aummoned on a Monday morning to pay a fine of from £60 to 
~1000 becauae he baa made a mistake of two ounoea in hie return 
of gold. And there are the gentlemen at Pretoria spending their 
time and the country's money in legialating for the painting out 
of the letters EET on the plat.ea on the street corner. (Laught.er.) 
Gentlemen, we may amile at IIUOh things as a relief to our eur
Gharged hearts, but the matt.er lies deep in my heart, and I do 
not speak in any light spirit. I am not a public man, and do not 
eeek notoriety. I should like beet to live in obaourity, and if we 
get our rights I ahall not be seen on any public platform again. 
I ask you to make it clear that this movement is in earnest and 
not nonsense, as the Diggers' Newa would make out. There is one 
other thing : Deputations are about played out. We may eend 
our beat men to Pretoria and let them plead their bea~y to 
be mubbed. Memorials are sent to the Volkaraad and referred to 
a Oommitt.ee, and thereafter they are never heard of again. 
U nleea we rise as one man and t.ell our feelings, we ahall never be 
understood and listened to. Thie baa never been done yet, but I 
hope that this meeting will do il I do not think there can be 
any doubt that we are unanimoua there must be a change. 
Reform there must be, and reform we will have. (Applause.) 
Our intention ia to revive some of the spirit of the whole Thirty-
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three Articles, and to show that we will no longer be excludecl 
from all political right& We are agreed that such exclwsion 
1t'01lld lead to great danger in the future, and that there are 
grievances which must be redreued. The union of the country 
requires that we shall et&nd up, and reeolve that these grie'Vlll108a 
are removed. I know there are eome people who like to ait on 
the rail ; who like to wait ao that when nothing comes of the 
movement they are able to say-' We did not do it.' There are 
people who like to wait till we have burnt our fingers to get the 
chestnuts out of the fire. I do not think that is our spirit. 
Thie agitation has only the purpoee of obtaining for ua our 
right,, and I think this spirit is all in your heart.a to-night. li 
I have said anything which might appear offensive, I wish it t.o 
be understood to-night that nothing was further from my 
intention than to say anything which might give offence to the 
Dutch people in this country ; but the time will come when the 
man who point.a out the dangers which are appearing in the 
future, will be acknowledged by themselves u the trueet friend 
which the country has. I hope you will combine, and will show 
to the older inhabitant.a of the country that your interest.a and 
thein are identical. As the fruit of to-night's meeting, I expect. 
a better political understanding in this State-(long and loud 
applau.ae)-and I hope that the establishment of the Transvaal 
National Union will contribute to destroy all racial prejudices, 
and that this country will become the moat prosperous and one of 
the greatest, u it certainly will if we only act in unity. (Load 
and prolonged cheers.) 

Mr. Jae. Hay, who seconded the reeolution, said the time had 
oome when it wu neoeeeary a union should be formed to protect 
the interest.a of all the people in this land. (Hear, hear.) They 
had waited patiently and toiled on in this place, developing the 
reeourcee of the country, and had done all things tending t.o 
the prosperity of all the people in the land. Now they asked 
something in return. Some people said they should ait down and 
wait still longer for the Government to give them aomething. 
Did they bow any Government in the world that gave anything 
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before the people aaked for it P The people had generally to uk 
onr and over again for any conoeeaion to be made. Let the
Gcm,rnment of this country understand that they had organised,. 
and that they intended to urge their demands over and over again.. 
until they got eome share in the government of this country. lt
wu abeolutely neceuary for the good of the people of this country 
that preeaure should be brought to bear on the Government, that 
the corruption and miBJDanagement in the Tranevaal should be
awept away. (Applauae.) Thoee of them who had read the
remarb made by Mr. Loveday about the railway construction in 
this oountry must have had their eyes opened. Thie roiBJDanage
ment waa going on, and the Government and the Raad, aa it at 
preeent existed, were utt.erly unable to govern this country as it 
ought to be governed. The Chairman of the Raad had told them 
that for several years loouete did not come on to a man's property 
until he killed a few, and then they came! (Laughter.) It 
struck them as being 10 absurd that it was impossible for them t,o. 
imagine that men, holding 8Uoh views, could make laws for the 
gonrmnent of a country like this. With reference to the request 
for a judge here, Mr. Hancock and himself went over to Pretoria 
and attended a commi.uion appointed by the Raad to take evidence
on the matter. They handed in a document, setting forth that a 
Court should be eet.abliahed here, and on behalf of the people here 
they signed that document, which promised to defray all the cosf.s. 
of the Court. (Hear, hear.) What did they get for that P' 
Simply nothing, even though they were heavily taxed and pro
miaed to pay the additional tax. The Government did not intend 
to gi•e Uie people here anything; and they would not get it until 
they aaked. (Laughter.) Lut year, at Paardekraal, the Pre
aident gave praotioally the key-note of the Government in thi& 
oountry. He stated distinctly that the hand of God had brought 
the people into this land, and that when the oountry wu in the 
hands of the English, God blinded the eyes of the men (the
uperte) who came out here to look for gold. They only found 
the gold in amall quantities, but no eooner did the Boers get the
ocnmtry back than God revealed the hidden wealth to the utmoet--

176 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH APBIOA. 

(Jaughter)--and that in.stead of it being a bare ooantry He W 
repaid them aevenfold for all they had lost in the war. They 
thought God had plaoed gold in theee reefs, and the people here 
were to work for their benefit (Laughter.) They had jut in
-oreaaed the Ca.stoma duties, though aome of the memben ha-.e 
aid: 'Why are you 4oing this when you have an inoreaae in the 
revenue P' It waa to make the people here work harder mr t.heir 
benefit, thinking they would not then have time to ask for u.y
thing. He simply urged upon the meeting to carry the reeolution 
unanimously, and to support it to the fullest extent. Thele 
people, ten yeare ago, when they met at Paardekraal, put a atone 
down to show that they were unanimou.e, and that 80 long aa thoee 
stones stayed there they would stand together. They had got to 
do the same thing here-to show there wu nmmimity amonp 
them ; that they were going to stand together and ask for what 
they wanted to aeoure good government for this country and mab 
it a place worth living in. (Applause.) 

The resolution was submitted to the meeting u.d pueed 
!UDAllimoualy. 

Mr. E. P. Solomon, who rose to move the aeoond reeolut.ion, 
:eaid: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I have not hitherto addrell8d 
.a public meeting in Johannesburg, and it is unneoesauy for me to 
say why I have not done 80. But on a question like this, it ia the 
duty of every man to expreea his opinion publicly and fearl..ty. 
(Hear, hear.) That is my object in coming here to-night, to show 
that the meeting has my full sympathy and my hearty mpporl 
{Hear, hear.) I do not want to see men oome to the meeting and 
just hold up their hands ; I want them to work and sqppori 111. 

We want their co-operation not only in Johannesburg, but 
throughout the whole of the Transvaal. (Cheers.) The Union ia 
not going to be confined to Johannesburg alone, we are going to 
have branches throughout the Transvaal. A certain organ that 
pro:feaaea to guide public opinion in Johannesburg has said we are 
' shouters.' What we desire is to get our grievancee redreued 
and seek our own right& (Hear, hear.) And we intend to keep 
asking again and again until we get them. (Loud applauae.) We 
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have not come here to excite your feelings : our oauae is just and 
right and that in it.self must gain redrees. (Hear, hear.) You 
have adopted the reeolution moved by Mr. Leonard to carry out a 
political union, and have shown your sympathy with it. You have 
approved of the organization, and it is now my duty in a plain and 
simple manner to read to you the resolution that I have to propose. 
We are not aabamed of a single thing that we are doing. We 
are working on constitutional lines, and any one who dares go 
beyond these will not have our support. (Cries of 'Kick him 
out.') We will kick him out, as you say. (Laughter.) The con
stitution framed for the Union is fair, simple, and right. Every
one can read and understand it. There is no double meaning. 
It bas been carefully framed by the Oommittee, and you are 
asked to support it. If there is anything that does not suit 
you, then you can propose amendments. I do not want any 
one to get up in a haphazard way, but if an amendment is 
necessary it will be received. The resolution I have to p1'0-
pose is:-

• That regard being had to the great influx of population into 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 
them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 
country, that many grievances and abuses call for redress, 
and that there is reaaon to fear that exclusion from political 
rights may develop into a aource of weakness and danger 
to the State, it is desirable to form a Union to obtain 
political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

Those are the objects. They are plain and definite, and we intend 
to carry them out and to be firm on the matter. (Applause.) Now, 
gentlemen, we don't want to make money out of you or to ask you 
to make a certain subscription, but we require money to carry on 
the Union, and we expect men whose hearts are in the Union to 
oome forward and subscribe. A shilling is as acceptable from a 
working man as £100 are from a rich man. (Hear, hear.) There
fore I hope you will support the Union as far as you are able. 
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There are other speakera to addreu you, 10 that I will now move 
the re&0lution. 

This was done accordingly. 

Mr. LBONAJlD's ORATION. 

The Hon. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., who on rising t.o aeoond the 
reaolution waa greeted with loud applause, said :-Mr. Chairmaa 
and Gentlemen,-! have never spoken in a circua before, and it 
seems rather diflicult t.o reach with the voice the extreme verge of 
thia amphitheatre. I hope BOme one will be able t.o hear me, 
though I am at preeent suffering from a physical disability, cauaed 
by ince88&1lt speaking. It is diflicult t.o speak, and I have not 
come t.o make a speech, and only speak because I have been asked. 
I feel very much in the position of the man who eays :-' Story P 
God blees you, air, I have none t.o tell.' If I had been asked t.o 
move a reeolution such as has been moved by my brother, or asked 
t.o lay before you a political programme, and had three months t.o 
prepare the speech, posaibly I might have said BOmething worth 
hearing. To-night I am simply in the position of a humble citizen 
of J ohanneeburg, who sympathises with your grievances. A.a I 
look areund in thia crowded hall to-night, the words of Shake
speare come into my mind. Listening in all detail to the griev
ances under which this great population so advisedly cry out 
publicly; listening, with my warm Irish blood in my veins, I say, 
with Shakespeare :-

, I am no orator, as Brutus is; 

• • • • • 
But were I Brutus, 

And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 
In every word of Cmsar, that should move 
The stones of Rome t.o rise and mutiny.' 

That, gentlemen, is the feeling in my heart, but I don't want you 
to misunderstand that feeling. I am not here to-night to t,elJ you 
one single word that will stir up a feeling of strife in your hearts 

178 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

towards the powen that be, or by one wave of the hand to stir 
up a feeling of hatred, of just hatred, that may be roused in your 
heart.a when you consider the injustice you have suffered. I do 
believe this of our position in this part of the Transvaal-if we 
can only get to grips with the people of this country, mingle with 
them, make them undentand what we feel, and if we could under
stand what they feel, matters would be straightened, and we should 
be brothers. That is not the position to-day. We have to-day 
this unfortunate condition of things, that we are ostensibly in a 
position of strife with the people. We have, however, no strife or 
quarrel with the people, and we are here to-night to endeavour to 
put this thing right, and do not desire to stir up strife by one 
single word. What we want and what we don't want you have 
heard from others speaking more eloquently than I ; but I will 
t.ell you one or two things we don't want. These things may 
10und unpleasant, and I don't want to e&\188 any one pain, but, aa 

Daniel Defoe said, 'I am in the place where it is demanded of me 
to speak, and the truth I will speak, whoe' er listeth.' I will tell 
you what we want. When we find a patient, long-suffering popu
lation like this, &1111embled together to raise its little voice, and to 
raise its protest against injustice-and injustice j11Stifies every
thing upon God's earth-when we find a population like this 
&88elllbled together we expect unanimity, that those of one house
hold would stand shoulder to shoulder. What do we find ? Down 
in Pretoria, very busy with my own little professional work, I find 
from Johannesburg that men of Johannesburg are beginning to 
feel that they are suffering injustice of the blackest and grossest 
description. I turn to the press and find that hireling pens
(applause )-pena the wages of which I can trace and the objects 
of whose writing I know ; I find hireling pens trying to belittle 
the honeet efforts of honeet men. I find one man giving us ad
jectives-a man for whom I have personally some respect-I find 
that one calls it froth, thinly-veiled rebellion ; and another points 
to past miscarriages in the shape of public movements, and tries to 
persuade other men who would otherwise come forward there is 
nothing in it. I go to Pretoria and find-I don't want to use hard 

179 

Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

adjectives-and find the papers from which we have the right to 
expect fair treatment and honest criticism calling the movement 
thinly-veiled sedition, when they know, if any man under God's 
blue dome knows, it is nothing of the aort. We will tell these men 
we don't want them. (Hear, hear.) We will tell them in the 
name of all that is honest, when our day comes, as it will come-
we will tell every craven coward, every our, every man who sells 
hie conscience and hie soul, that we will have none of them, and 
none of their employers. (Applause.) I will tell you what we 
don't want. We don't want the men who are thriving upon the 
treasures or this country. I do not say undeservedly, but thriving 
on the treasures placed there by a bountiful Nature, and no one 
begrudges it them. But we do not want those, as my brother said 
before, who sit upon the rail. We don't want men who stand by 
without partaking in the event and reserving to themselves the 
right to say : ' We did not do it.' Those men who sit at the back, 
arid wait till other men have borne the heat and burden of the 
day-I challenge these to-night, every one knows them. We don't 
want those men to stand back quivering and shivering on the 
brink of politics, to let other people undergo the trouble and the 
danger. Our agitation is a constitutional one, and in it we do not 
want these men to stand behind. We don't want them. Well. 
now, I have told you what we do not want; at least what I don't 
want. I do not know whether I expreBB the opinions or the Com
mittee, but I told them that I would speak out what is in my own 
mind. I am nothing, but the people at the back of this movement 
to-night represent the new population; not only of the Wit
watersrand, but from the extremities of the country, Klein 
Letaba to Lydenburg, from Lydenburg to Klerkedorp, and from 
Klerkedorp back again to Johannesburg. We want those people 
to expreBB their wants, and to exert their utmost efforts to obtain 
just rights. It is fear which makes people stand apart, to leave 
others to form the plan of organization. Hitherto the prevailing 
impreBBion was that one man could not trust another. We now 
want this population to have one single soul, heart, and thought, 
and we want that population to insist, and imiat, and INSIST ! by 
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every means that civilised people can adopt, to have just rights 
granted to them. 

I believe that the Dutch population of this country ia the 
same as in the whole of South Africa, a population amongst 
whom I have many friends. They are just, although they are 
wanting in education. Their want of education makes them 
prejudiced. But they are not unjust. I want you to combine, 
and by the force of organization to remove those prejudices, and, 
by the weight of argument, reason and justice, to convince them 
of the justice of your claims. We shall see whether thia will tell 
or not. This meeting is a soul-inspiring omen of better days. 
These things are what we don't want, and what we do want. I 
do not wiah to weary you, and weary myself, as I am, God knows, 
wearied enough already. The different points are already gone 
into by the different speakers, and I am not prepared to speak. 
No notice of the meeting has been given me, and I can only give 
expression to a few of the grievances under which we suffer. I 
am not here to make' Roman holiday,' but I have made up my 
mind to say what I feel. One word to the old population of thia 
oountry. I want them now in thia, their accepted time, in thia, 
their day of salvation, I want them to understand and hearken to 
my words; as one or their friends, one of their true friends, and 
known to them, I wiah to warn them solemnly, in thia the day of 
their salvation, that we are in earnest ! I wiah them to under
stand that we feel our wrongs, and to know that we shall have 
them redressed. I want them to take warning in a friendly way, 
not for myself, but as gathering the threads of the time. I want 
them to take warning of what surely must come ; and to take 
heed-to speak with the poet-' Lest they should learn in some 
dark hour how much the wretched dare I ' (Enthusiastic 
applause.) 

Mr. Tudhope proposed the first resolution of the Transvaal 
National Union as follows:-

' That thia meeting of the Transvaal National Union regards 
the great number of persons who have taken up their 
abode in thia Republic, and who contribute mainly to its 
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eupport, as entitled to participate in its government, and 
consider that the right of voting for memben of the 
Legislature and the offi.oe of President should be ext.ended 
to all male white citizens of full age who have resided for 
two years in the St.ate, and who occupy or own property, 
freehold or leuehold. to the value of .£100; or who are 
earning a ealary of .£100 per annum. (Applauae.) 

He said : I am delighted by your reception of this resolution, 
and to see it meets with your views. Some people would call it 
Democratic and Radical. Let it be 80. (Hear, hear.) Thia ie a 
Republic, and it will be 80 in fact, as well as in name, when thie 
reeolution ie carried by the authority of the St.ate. (Hear, hear.) 
Why has the Committee selected this particular branch of our 
many grievances ae the first resolution of the Union P Because 
underlying all good government is this true precept, ' That the 
government of the people must be by the people for the good of 
the people.' (Hear, hear.) You have heard a great deal from 
Mr. Leonard and othen as to what we propose to do in the future. 
There are so many grievances to be redreeeed and right.a to be 
eecured that it seemed difficult to the Committee to make the firat. 
eelection ; but we thought it beet to begin at the bottom, and lay 
the foundation broad and strong and secure. Every reader of 
history knows it to be a fact that no Government long 1tood the 
wear and tear of ordinary events that had not been baaed on the 
firm will of the people. (Hear, hear.) Thia Republic ie baaed on 
the will, not of the people, but of a clau of people. They repre
eented the people very well in the early history of the Republic. 
But a great change has come over the scene. There has been 
a large influx of the new population. I am not at all 8Ulpriaed 

that in the early days of the gold.fi.elda the old burghen refuaed 
to give the new population the franchise. If I were asked 
whether an indiscriminate franchise to every man who came 
ought to be given, I should say, 'No.' Rather have a settled 
TI>ting power than to give the franchise to the floating popula
tion that came here in the early history of the gold.fields. But 
all this hu pasaed away. Mining has become an induetry, not a 
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apeculation. It is no longer a matter of mere expectation and of 
wonder whether we shall suooeed or not. It is a settled industry, 
finding support for tho118&1lds of people. These are entitled to 
the privileges of voting for the head of the State and members of 
the Legislature. (A.pplauae.) We don't ask you to enfranchise 
the unintelligent or the ignorant, the idle, the worthleaa. We 
aak that Government should enfranchise those who are labouring 
by the aweat of their brow to develop the resources of this great 
country-the int.elligent working man. For these reasona we 
have put the franchise low. I don't think there is a single man 
of average int.elligence who is not able to earn £100 per annum
£8 a month or a little more. There are very few persona who do 
not occupy a house worth £100, or, say it is divided between 
three or four occupant.a, it would surely give £100 each. I think 
the inhabitants of the State fairly entitled to aak for political 
franchise and to have the same by living here for a period of two 
years. When I was in Capetown a few months ago a gentleman 
in the office of the Government asked me whether there was any 
tendency jn the population of the Transvaal towards British rule, 
and I said, 'No.' He asked me why I thought ao, and I replied, 
Because I thought if the Transvaal is given a fair share in the 
Government of the country they would not ')riah to change it 
from a Republic. I repeat that now. A.a an ardent EngJishrnan, 
one who baa been in the Cape Parliament and served the Crown, 
I aay the public of the Transvaal desire to have a Republi~ 
They wish to aupport and strengthen the Republic, and the 
only way is to lay the foundation in the hearts of the people and 
make it olear to them. 

If we compare the franchise of the Cape, Natal, and Orange 
Free Stat.e, you will find that they are much on the same lines 
aa the constitution the Committtee have prepared, and the Com
mittee baa selected a simple one, which everybody can understand . 
.A reeident for two years, who occupies a house worth £100, or 
earning wages or salary of £100 a year (I think you will agree 
with me), fairly embraces every section of the community. 
(Hear, hear.) We are not going into detaila; we are not 
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legislating here to-night; but merely suggesting a few details 
for the guidance of legislators. Our demands are reasonable and 
juat. In 1891, the qualification of a voter for the First 
Chamber and office of President was first of all the burghers, 
then naturalised citizens of two years' residence, who had to pay 
personal taxes, receive a certificate of good behaviour from the 
Field-Comet, and pay a fee of £5. This is what the Committee 
wish to adopt, with the exception of paying a fee of £5, substi
tuting in place thereof those earning wages of £100 a year. Is 
that not reasonable, I ask, gentlemen P (Shouts of ' Yes.') Why 
is it that the law was changed P It was because of the forthcoming 
Presidential election, and as the clause of 1891 would have made 
persona who had paid their £5 eligible to vote, fear was enter
tained, and it was on this account that the Volksraad passed the 
reeolution entitling ua to burgher's rights after ten yean' 
standing. Yes, gentlemen, that was done in the Volksraa.d. 
We ID.oat appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. These men 
are either intoxicated with their success or are carried away with 
an erroneous idea of what follows if the franchise were conferred 
upon the new-comers in this State. It was the duty of the com
munity to make representations upon the subject, and carry the 
resolutions-I was going to say to the foot of the throne-to the 
Presidential chair. (Tom.ultuoua cheers.) 

Mr. W. St. John Carr, in seconding the resolution, did not 
consider it necessary to enter into details, which would perhaps be 
a repetition of previoua speeches. He would summarise the justice 
of the Uitlanders' claim by the fact that it was baaed upon the 
right of citizens to have a voice in the govemment of a country 
and the disbursement of its revenue. There was necessity for a 
change in the Government, for the present state of affairs and the 
present manner of administration would never satisfy the new 
population. The first instalment of the juatice the Uitlander 
deserved dealt out to him would be brought about by the meeting 
that night. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. H. Hoskins, in supporting the resolution, stated that 
he had been requested by the Committee to deliver a speech, 
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which, however, at that late hour he had some hesitation in 
doing. He cordially endorsed everything that had been said, 
and he would like for himself, and also on behalf of the assembly, 
to give expression to their appreciation of the clear, lucid, and 
concise manner in which the Chairman had brought this resolution 
before them, and to tender the Chairman their thanks for his 
assistance to the Committee with his advice and counsel Now, 
the first: and foremost matter which he would touch upon would 
be this barrier of the franchise, which had been expressly designed 
to shut out the new population. (Hear, hear.) It was meant to 
shut out the worker and producer (hear, hear) from having a voice 
in the government of the country. In no other civilised country 
in the world did a similar state of things obtain as here, where 
the worker was totally debarred from a say in the public finances. 
Now, it was a duty which they owed to themselves, and to the 
children that came after them, to remove these disabilities. When 
this territory was at one time sub-divided into two republics-the 
South African Republic, with Potchefstroom, and the Lydenburg 
Republic, with Lydenburg for its capital-the qualifications for 
enfranchisement that existed in those two republics were very 
different. A six months' residential qualification in the South 
African Republic was all that was required, and in the Lyden
burg Republic, not only was every white man conceded a full 
franchise, but he was furthermore given a free farm immediately 
upon entering the State I 

The speaker next alluded to what occurred at the diamond 
diggings at Klipdrift on the Vaal River in 1870, when a most 
impolitic concession of mining privileges was granted by the 
South African Republic to two companies. The Government 
was obliged to cancel the concessions then, but they found it too 
late, for the diggeJ"B there had already elected a committee for 
their own government, and a free Republic was declared. When 
President Pretorius went down to restore confidence in the 
Pretoria Government, the diggers repudiated the latter. Eventu
ally a basis of government was formed by which the territory of 
the diggers was separated from the so-called Republic ; the 
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English language and currency instituted ; a local executive of 
three members appointed, as alao a resident magistrate :for the 
administration of justice. A digger's lioenae of 6,. :for three 
months was all that was asked to carry on the government of 
the territory. He (the speaker) would not ask :for auoh pro
visions and concessions, they would be eatimed if the Pretoria 
Government approached them only with a little o:f that con
ciliatory disposition. (Cheers.) The words of an American 
writer should be remembered, and the Government at the capital 
should give heed to the :fact that before they were citizens they 
were men! (Applause.) He (the speaker) truted that thoee 
present would recognise the duties and responsibility o:f their 
manhood. (Cheers.) At present they were simply tax~ and 
taxation mr,st go hand in hand with representation ; therefore 
their first and foremost requirement was the franchise. They 
would look forward to the day when, in the words of the 
Laureate, they would-

' Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be.' 

Mr. H. Solomon, rising to propose the fourth resolution, said: 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I beg to propose the :following 
resolution :-

' That copies of the resolutions passed at this meeting, together 
with the constitution of the Transvaal National Union, be 
forwarded to Government.' 

Gentlemen, at this late hour, and with the exhaustive speeches 
delivered this evening, now that I have to speak on this reeolu
tion, it will not be expected that I shall address you at any 
length. Whatever your opinions may be, your one duty ia the 
maintenance of the independence of this Republic. Let the 
people of the Republic understand that is what you insist upon, 
and I believe you will have considerably more support from the 
burghers of this country than we at the present moment obtain. 
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Gentlemen, 801De remarks have been made at this meeting 
regarding certain newspapers of Johannesburg. Now that these 
newspapers have seen how moderate we are, I believe we shall 
now obtain their unqualified support. I say we require it. It 
would be a great mistake to go forth that Johannesburg is to a 
certain extent divided. It is no use for 118 to say we don't care 
to get the support of the Standard and Diggers' New and the 
Mining Argus. Every support is of the utmost value, and there
fore I say I have no doubt, now that those newspapers have seen 
how moderate are our demands, I trust they will give 118 their 
support. A remark was made by Mr. J. W. Leonard that the 
moneyed capit&lists were not here to-night. (Mr. Leonard : ' I 
said we wanted them.') Still, we have not got them. However, 
with all great questions of reform, it is not the capitalists who 
lead the way, it is what I may call the ordinary inhabitants, and 
the capitalists come in afterwards. Gentlemen, I don't agree 
with inftammatory speeches. I think the only possible way of 
getting our grievances redressed is to work in a moderate way
let the Government and the people of the country understand that 
we only want justice meted out to us. Let us have one or two 
meetings like this, and express ourselves moderately; let the 
members of the Volksraad thoroughly understand, and let us urge 
our claims upon their strong sense of human justice. Over in 
Pretoria it was said to me:-' The people want too much. Those 
people cannot expect after twenty-four hours in the country to 
receive the same rights as the people who fought the Kaffirs, and 
were brought up in the country.' Now I think that we should 
nevertheless have a right in assisting in the government of the 
country. The Boer has an idea that if we have the same 
privileges and rights as they, their day is past ; and that the 
whole weight of our influence would be used against them. Let 
it be understood that this is not what we wish. We wish to 
make this a progressive country, and we wish to show that if we 
get the privileges we are entitled to we shall make this a great 
country. This you must to-night put forth to the world in 
llllmistakable language. The Union that has been formed to-
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night eomewhat resembles the Mrikander Bond, formed some 
years ago, and it is practically the same. The Du.t.ch people in 
the Colony complained of grievancee which they wished to have 
redresaed, and for this the Mrikander Bond waa formed. First 
it was sneered at and treated with contempt, but now the whole 
population, including the English-speaking portion, recognise that 
they have to reckon with this power. We have now in this 
country formed a similar institution, which in time will have to 
be reckoned with. There is one difference between the Bond and 
the Transvaal National Union, and that is, that the Bond was 
formed by the illiterate, comparatively uneducated portion of the 
Colonial population; but here the Union has been brought about 
by the more enlightened English-speaking part of the community. 
I believe that the time will come when the Boers will recognise 
and acknowledge the importance of the Union, and when it will 
become a power in the land. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. P. Fraser, in seconding the resolution, said this was 
the right thing and the only thing to do, and it waa a consti
tutional way of doing it. They were perhaps aware that there 
was a rule of order that no memorial or petition could be sent into 
the Volksraad from any aasemblies whatever unleas it be sent in 
a full day before the Volksraad meets. That deprived this meet
ing from communicating the voice of that meeting to Volksraad 
direct, but they took the other constitutional way, that waa to ask 
Government to communicate it to Volksraad. (Applause.) As 
some of them were aware, about a month ago Volksraad, by 
resolution, took away the right which some of the voters had 
previously enjoyed. When this was clearly put before Govern
ment, he had not the least doubt they would see it in the same 
light as they did, and restore to thoee voters their just rights. 
They (the Government) would see it right and expedient to give 
to all of them, who contributed so largely to the revenue of this 
country, a fair share in arranging the way that the money should 
be spent. (Applause.) 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously. 
Mr. Tudhope then put the fourth resolution to the meeting, 
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which was also carried unanimously. Before separating, he 
reminded. them that funds would be required to carry on the 
work of the Union ; arrangement.a had been made to have a 
collection as they left the room. The Committee would be happy 
to receive cheques from those desirous of giving same. Mr. 
Jamee Hay was the treasurer. They had enough funds to go on 
with, he was glad to say. It was very necessary and desirable, 
however, to establish branches of the Union in every town in the 
Republic, organizations, secretaries, and local Committees to be 
formed, so that every grievance would be brought to the Com
mittee. He need hardly remind them that memorials would be 
prepared and frequent meetings of the kind would be carried on. 
It would not be advisable to dissolve the meeting. Therefore, it 
would be better to adjourn it until next Saturday night, when he 
hoped to see them all again. (Cheers.) 

A vote of thanks to the chair ended the proceedings, and 
the meeting quietly dispersed. 
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EXTRACTS 

From leading articles in the ' Standard 
and Diggers' News.' 

'DAY BBBAKB.' 

Last week there were suggestions of dawn in Johannesburg's 
political horizon, and we hailed them with hope; for the fil'Bt 
time in the history of the Rand, men of position, representative 
of all clasaea eave the working man, came forward and gave voioe 
to the grievances the Uitlander population hu againat the 
Government. Since then daybreak has succeeded the first 
morning glimmer, and to-day Johannesburg baab in the warm 
sun of political agit.ation. After some five years, unity of purpoee 
marks the people and hu brought them together for a common 
object, and at last there is some prospect of presenting a united 
front at Pretoria and of making ourselves felt and our wishes 
understood. For that purpose there was formed in the Amphi
theatre on Saturday evening a Transvaal National Union, whoee 
object.a are 'to maintain the independence of this Republic, to 
obtain by all constitutional means equal right.a for all citizens of 
this St.ate, and to obtain the redress of all grievances.' 

• • • • • 
The great thing is that Johannesburg men who are entitled to 

our respect have come forward, given cohesion of life in Johan
nesburg, promulgated a plan for redressing admitted grievances, 
and summarised the situation of the new population in the land 
for the information, guidance, and benefit of Government. It 
was mggested at Saturday's meeting that the Standard and 
Diggw8' Newa was not in sympathy with grievanoee of the 
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Uitlanden, that it bad pooh-poohed the movement for repre-
1181ltation and reform, that it has tried to belittle the voice of the 
people, that it wu influenced in its judgment by personal 
dictation from without, and that for particular purposes. We 
can afford to feel ammed at this misrepreeentation, coming as it 
doee from men who themselves so assiduously hover behind the 
oobmma of other organs having views more in keeping with their 
own private objects. But we can do more than that. We can 
throw back the charge as unfounded and unfair. What we have 
done has been to urge that Johannesburg should make itself 
heard through sound and acceptable channels, to recommend 
moderation in doing ao, to urge that the community should see 
to making its platform respectable, that it should appear there as 
one man, that it should forego all frothing at the mouth, and 
above all, that it should go about its buaineu for once in a 
dignified way, and cease making a noise and nothing more. And 
whoee influence, we should like to know, has effected theee things, 
if it baa not been the influence of the Standard and Digger&' 
Nwal 

• • • • • 
For the rest, no sane man will pretend to doubt that this is 

the dawn of that better day in the Transvaal when phases of 
oppression must fade away before the fire of Public Opinion, or 
to deny himself the hope that the Boer, taking heed of the 
temper of the times, will put off his fear and trembling, and, 
understanding better who is who and what is what, will call the 
Briton brother-or, at any rate, cousin: which were better than 
stranger, Uitlandw, and 8118pect. What he shall call us, and how 
he shall regard us, depends, however, largely on ourselves. We 
have been moderate and patient for years. Let us not throw all 
patience, policy, and tact all at once to the four winds of heaven, 
lest the fraternising and brotherhood come only by the spilling 
of blood, through confusion and red ruin. 
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JUNE JllD, 1893. 

Tnen everything was in favour of a graceful act ; tMtt in a 
discreet sentence or two the whole sting might have been taken 
out of the present situation, and the Uitlander's frame of mind 
mi&'ht have been very different indeed. Now our rights must be 
wrung from the close-fisted Boer, and he must lose prestige with 
all people as a jealous creature that loves not right or righteous
ness. Unfortunately, he still believe&-0r is persuaded thereto 
by foolish councillors that palaver about high places-that the 
new force that permeates the land-the thousanda that to-day 
grow angry because of the Boer arrogance and autocratic bearing; 
the demand for Republicanism of a better sort ; for ' representa
tion with taxation '-is an insignificant circumstance that can be 
ignored in the interim or suppreseed for all time. This is natural 
enough; indeed, knowing what we do of Boer history, we have 
all along made liberal allowance for the tendency to exclusiveness 
and absolutism that marks the independence-loving Boer to-day. 
But the lease of life which the National Union has already 
enjoyed and renewed again on Saturday evening is proof enough 
for us--and we were very careful to demand it-that this new 
force is no feeble thing, that it will be unwise of the Boer to trifle 
with it, that a coherent demand for reform has been made which 
is not to be pooh-poohed. Something must be done, and that 
soon. We say this in full knowledge of the Boer's case, remem
bering that he has not been without reason in analysing the New 
Advent before approving it and incorporating it in his Constitu
tion. But the time for temporising has slipped away, and the 
warning must at last be sounded-AND BY THB Standard and 
Diggera' Netoa, THB FRIEND AND DBFBNDBR OP THB BoBR-that 
he strives in his exclusive efforts after a false and impossible 
independence. His true independence is not in any way 
threatened from within, he himself imperils it by standing to 
his attempt after a dual Constitution and a differentiated 
franchise. 'To some of you who obey the laws of the land and 
are trustworthy people, I shall give something.' To which we 
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are able, conacientiooaly and consistently, t.o say to-day that all 
BATII obeyed the lawe of the land, moat are 'trustworthy,' and 
that the endeavour t.o select a favoured few from the massee for 
political emancipation ie t.o attempt an imprudent and impoeeible 
thing. Whatever ie given muet be given with an equal hand, 
while yet there ie the dispoeition t.o blend. For the tide ie not 
t.o be stemmed by hali-meaeuree, nor the demand for juetice 
•timed by mere eope t.o a hungry Oerberue. 

198 0 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX 8. 

EXTRACT 

From the ' Standard and Diggers' News; 

' CIVIS ROMANUS SUM.' 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 

FROST WITHOUT-FIRE WITHIN. 

THAT INTERVIEW. 

HIS HONOUR'S MF.SSAGE. 

REJECTED AND DESPISED. 

'WE WON'T WAIT.' 

TWO REAL LIVE BURGHERS. 

WHO PEPPER PRETORIA. 

ESSELEN'S ANATHEMA. 

THE CLOTH ON CUSTOMS. 

DREW'S DIATRIBE. 

BARNATO BRISTLES. 

SOHEEPER'S SPAN SIMILE. 

A GREAT GATHERING. 

WE GO TO THE BURGHERS. 

From out of the cold wind of Saturday night the mem.ben 
of the Transvaal National Union congregated in their beloved 
Oircua once more. The Tree in Hyde Park and the Lions in 
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Trafalgar Square have perhape gathered around them :lat-ger 
numben, but nenr men more det.ermined in will and more 
st.entorian in voice than the Unionist.a that 8888Illbled in the 
looal Acropolis on Saturday night. The clamoroua enthllliaam 
evinced at the previous three meetings was completely out.done 
by the peaceful uproar of this last aaaembly. There were many 
things which evoked the sturdy about. Hitherto the Uitlandera' 
wail had not officially or formally reached the Government ear ; 
but last week it was carried to the Capital by the most popular of 
the People's advocates, Mr. Tudhope, only, however, to be alighted. 
The pettish rebuff and angry, arbitrary attitude of the governors 
upon that ocoaaion formed matt.er for the-alwaya-legally-and
constitutionally-expreaeed indignation of the governed. In ad
dition to this, from off the Forum there apake unto the people 
two men of the sect that have withheld j1l8tioe from the atrangera. 
But, mirabue dictu, they repudiated the method of their ~en ; 
they stretched forth their hands and hearts in friendship and 
brotherly love. Mr. Advocate Eaaelen-t.ell it not in Potchef
etroom-waa even effusive in his expressed desire to aooord the 
Uitlander all he asks for, and Field-Cornet Soheepers with hia 
homely aimilea, and his imprecations upon the powers that be, 
was a dish that tickled the political palate of the audience 
immensely. Furthermore, new orators made their debut.. The 
Hon. B. I. Barnato, in response to a clamoroua about for 'Barnie,' 
beamed on the auembly for a while, and the Rev. Mr. Drew, 
avowedly as a civilian only, but in garb anticipatory of episcopal 
contingencies, gave the politioel panon'a opinion. Statistics, 
which had formed the dull feature of the previous meeting, 
were happily abeent ; people are moetly bored by 'rithmetio, 
especially on Saturday nights, and it gave them more pleasure 
to hear Mr. Soheepera relate the legend of his refractory ox, and 
bring in the Head of the State in naughty comparison, than to 
listen to eloquent anirnadvmiiona on the price of pickled pork. 

Amongst those preeent on the platform were :-M8881'8. John 
Tudhope (Ohair), J. Hay, W. H. Rogers, Advocate Auret, Ad
vocate F.eaelen, C. Leonard, E. P. Solomon, W. St. John Carr, 
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W. P. Fraeer, H. Solomon, W. H. Adler, J. Jeppe, jun., D. Holt, 
F. C. Domat, W. H. Hoeken, W. F. Lance, W. E. Hudaon, B. L 
Barnat.o, W. J. Scheepers, and R. A. Bettington. 

Shortly after the appointed hour the Chairman opened the 
meeting. 

Mr. Tudhope, on rising, was greeted with loud applause. He 
ea.id: Citizens of Johannesburg, it is gratifying t.o eee another 
large &888Dlblage here to-night t.o carry on the buaineaa put int.o 
our handa t.o do. I do not propoee t.o oooupy your time at gred 
length this evening, but will just briefly indicate the programme 
advised by the Committee for this evening. I desire first, how
ever, t.o announce, in connection with the Committee, the namee 
of the following gentlemen who have joined ua during the put 
week. They are : M8881'8. Geo. Goch, D. Pullinger, W. P. 
Taylor, J. Stroyan, V. Wolff, J. H. Leelie, B. M. Woollan, R. A. 
Bettington, H. B. Marshall, W. H. S. Bell, S. F.dkina, and H. B. 
Papenfua. I had also hoped t.o be in a poaition t.o announce that 
the representative members of the working claaaee would have 
joined ua to-night, but I am not able t.o do so. The position ol 
this Committee is not in any 881188 representative of eectional 
interest.a. Although there are on the Committee members of the 
Chamber of Mines, Chamber of Commerce, and of the varioua 
other representative bodies, they are not there in their capacity 
as representing thoae bodies. They are there as individuala of 
the State, there as repreaenting taxpayers of the State, ae repi. 
eenting in their own persona the whole community for reform. 
Another matter, gentlemen, in no eel188 can this National Union 
be taken as antagonistic t.o the Labour Union. On the contrary, 
I think it is perfectly proper labour should organize as well u 
capital, for buainess and other purpoeee. It is moat deeirable all 
these sections should be represented upon this Committee, but not 
simply ae representatives of thoae bodies. Now, with regard to 
the proceedings, we shall 6.rst read an abbreviated narrative of 
what occurred between the deputation which went t.o interview 
his Honour the President in Pret.oria. We shall afterwarda read 
a message from his Honour the President t.o the people of 
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Johanneaburg, and, on the concluion of the reading of that 
document, the first 1'880lution will be proposed respecting the 
franchise ; then a aeoond 1'880lution on the taruf, and propoeala 
to complete their organizations; and, thirdly, a resolution dealing 
with registration in the Field-Cornet'• books. Now, gentlemen, 
before proceeding to call upon the speakers who will bring 
forward theee resolutions, I have one or two observations to 
make. The first I wish to make is with regard to the position 
of this Union. There has been a great deal of criticism in the 
local press, Orange Frea State and Nat.al papers, about the 
position we have taken up, and a good many insinuations made 
that we have been the mere puppet.a of others for political 
purposes. 

It has been said we are being used for some other un
revealed purpose ; that we have been put forward in order that 
Swazieland may be given over by the Imperial Government ; that 
we are the cat's paws in the hand of other men for whom we are 
to obtain some advantages for the people in the western part of 
the Cape Colony. We know this is all bunkum ; and I desire to
night to emphasise the position taken by this Union, which is an 
entirely spontaneous movement of the people of this State. There 
are no out.aide influences at work here. We have taken steps, 
natural under the circumstances, to press the situation on the 
Volkaraad and to make our grievanoea heard, but we do not 
want to go outside the State for help. We want to fight it out 
on the ground of right and justice, and we look for help only to 
the people of this State. As to the queetion of the annexation of 
8wazieland, I read an article, a clear and able but very specious 
article, in one of the Pretoria newspapers, Tll6 Pre88. The article 
in question seema to be inspired or written semi-oflioially, although 
I cannot, of course, say whether it is so or not. What does the 
article propose P It says, in substance, 'It's very fine for you 
fellows there in Johannesburg to hold meetings and make 
apeeches ; but what have you done for the independence of the 
State P ' Then it suggest.a action, and proposes that we should 
get up a monster petition to the English Government-Downing 
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Street, I believe they call it--and ask the Imperial Govemment 
to sanction the annexation of Swazieland to the Transvaal. Now, 
gentlemen, it seems to me that the writer of that article baa put 
the cart before the hone. (Laughter.) I object to 111ch a 
petition on two grounds. First, I don't believe in a petition to 
Downing Street; and eecondly, if we were to sign that petition 
we would sign it not as citizens of this State, but as people who 
are di.uatiefied with the existing state of things in this Republic. 
If the authorities at home were to make inquiries into the status 
of the people who signed the petition, they would find that we are 
people who have not been trusted with the franchise in this 
oountry. No, gentlemen, let those who advise us thus first 
remedy our grievances, give us the rights and privileges of 
citizens, 8880Ciate us with the other inhabitants in the govern
ment of the country. Let the Government be an enlightened 
Government, a Government which will not make Swazieland a 
neat of jobbery, but will rule the country with justice ani 
fairnees; then a shout will go up, not only from Johannesburg, 
but from the whole Transvaal-' Annex Swazieland.' (Loud 
applaw,e.) Under existing circumstances, however, we are not 
j118tified to ask the Imperial Government for the annexation of 
Swazieland. Let our voice be heard in the administration of this 
oountry, in the adjustment of its internal arrangements; let this 
be done, and let the country become a strong and liberal State. 
Until this i& done we must hold carefully aloof from all external 
agitation. That i& a duty we have to maintain. I have been 
aaked by two of the candidates to join their committees. Well. 
I have said : ' My friends, I am in the position of Queen 
Elisabeth's gunner, who, when asked why he did not fire a 
aalute, said, " Well, your Majesty, I have nineteen good reason&" 
"Well," she said, " what is the first reason P" He replied, " I 
hue no gunpowder." "Oh I" she said, "I will do without the 
other eighteen."' Gentlemen, I have said I have no vote. I 
have eighteen other reasons, and that is the reason why we hold 
ounelvee entirely aloof from this electioneering campaign. (Ap
plause.) I shall now call on the Secretary to read an abbreviated 
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D&JT&the of what occurred between the deputation and the 
Pleeident and Vice-President. 

The Secretary then read the following : 

RBPORT OP DEPUTATION. 

The int.erview t.ook place in Pretoria on Friday, 2nd Septem
ber, 1892. The deputation consisted of Messrs. John Tudhope, 
lamee Hay, W. H. Rogers, J. G. Auret, J. F. E. Pistorius, James 
W. Leonard, and Oharles Leonard. 

The President, after shaking hands with the deputation, 
indicated that he wished them to proceed. He stated that he 
was speaking unofficially. 

Mr. Tudhope thereupon at.ated that those present had come as 
a deputation to discUS& questions which were agit.ating the general 
public in Johannesburg, and briefly reviewed the question of the 
franchiee rights and the incidence of t.axation, illustrating the 
fairnees and justice of the proposition that the new-comers who 
would give their cert.am guarant.ee for obedience to the law, and 
all who had a stake in the country were entitled to have a vot.e. 
He pointed out that this would be a eource of strength to the 
Republic. On the question of t.axation he pointed out that the 
new-comers felt that the incidence of t.axation W88 not fair and 
ahould be reconsidered, and more especially the Customs duty 
lmpoeed by the recent Act passed by the Volkaraad would bear 
moet heavily on the new-comers ; that there were many mines 
which could barely pay their way ; while there were many mines 
which, if the burden were reduced, might possibly be made to 
pay; that the result of undue taxation might possibly be that 
many weaker mines would shut down ; thus many men would go 
away and there would be a smaller market open to the producers 
of the country. He briefly touched upon the administration of 
ju.atice and a municipal government. 

The President thereupon apparently thought he W88 going to 
.,_ the int.erview and addresaed the deput.ation, informing them 
&hat it had always been his policy to unit.e the two seotions of the 
people, and that he wowd continue in this policy; that the 
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Pl'elidential election was now pending in wbioh there were three 
candidatee, and that any one of theee three candidates who ahoaJd 
give a pledge for the granting of the franohiae would be rejected 
by the people. He stated that what waa eought for in the 
franchise would, if granted, deprive hia people of their 10le 
privilege ; he claimed that in granting the Second Chamber he 
had made a great conceuion in favour of the new-oomen, and 
that he had reduced the period which must elapee prior to 
obtaining political rights by the new-comere; he collll8811ed the 
deputation to go back to Johannesburg, cease to hold public 
meetings, and be satisfied with hia policy of uniting the people. 

The President waa somewhat excited in speaking. 
General Smit thereupon, alao being apparently under the 

impreuion that the interview wu cloeed, said that it bad 
given him great pleasure to attend this meeting, aa meetings of 
this character could only tend to produce a good understanding 

The deputation, however, not being satisfied with the answer 
given, Mr. J. W. Leonard rose, apeaking through the interpreter. 
Mr. Leonard, u Mr. Tudhope had done, auured the Pl'elident 
that the policy which he announced of uniting the people wu the 
only thing that lay at our hearts ; that we could not go away and 
eay we were satisfied-that would be falae if we did so. 

Mr. 0. Leonard controverted the proposition that we wiahed to 
take away the only right of the Pl'elident'e old burghen, and 
claimed that a Republican Government could only be carried on by 
the representation of all claeeee of the community ; that we did 
not seek to take away the privileges of the old burghen, bat 
only to share them under certain conditions. He ,tated tAat • 
regard to the alleged danger to tAe old burgher, from tAe granting of 
tAe fraru:Mu Ae tDC1B prepared to coru:e<k that it might pouil,~ l>e 
l>etur nol to grant the right to rote in the Preai<kntial ekction ,u tAe 
pruent time,• inaamucA a, the ootea counted in tAe aggregate, tcMr«ff' 

• NOTS.-Thls offer to forego the 't'Ote for Presidential electionl If we got 
the vote for the Pint VoUuraad wu p101Dptl1 acted on lo a dwacteriltic 
spirit. In 1893 the Ultlander wu expressly acluded from ever gettiDC 
the vote for the President, while bis chance of getting the vole for tbe 
V oUuraad WU fioaUy destroyed. 
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the fJOlw might he ruident, hut tlaat in regard to Me rote for ti, 
~t 0/aamher this dijftcultg could not JJ08BWlg eziat, for the simple 
retUOfl that the new-comers were all congregated in one or two district, 
of the country, and tlaat in ekcting members for the Ohamher which 
Aeld the purse-strings of the country, they would still be in a minority 
and the old burghers in a «u1t mqj'oritg ; that this constitutional 
right would remove a grievance and source of dissatisfaction, 
although the new-comers were still in a minority in the House, 
but that there would be no legitimate cause for complaint, there 
being a representative to speak in the Volkeraad and make known 
to the country what their real wants are. He pointed out further 
to the President that the people of Johannesburg felt that the 
powers of the Second Chamber were so limited u practically to 
amount to an exclusion from all the more import.ant functions of 
the Government; that it would be wiser to go back to the old 
Grondwet, and in any case the representation which had been 
asked for was a representation in all the functions of Government. 
He also pointed out that, when the Second Chamber was 
established, the Volkeraad in the same year increased the period 
of probation to ten years for the right to vote for a member of 
the First Chamber, and fourteen years for the right to sit in 
the First Chamber, and that this, practically, a.mounted to 
exclusion for life of all the busin888 men who were now 
established in the country. This was felt as a great grievance. 
He respectfully aseured the President that the desire was only 
for union, and to be law-abiding subjects of the Republic, and that 
while the method of those represented was to remove distrust 
and discontent, his method of depriving the new-comers of the 
vote would perpetuate their discontent. 

The President during these statements got very excited several 
times, and on one occasion said : ' Well, why didn't they then 
leave the country P ' 

To this Mr. Leonard replied that they could not be expected to do 
eo, as everything they had in the wide world was vested here. 

During one of his agitated moments the President said : ' Well, 
why don't they say at once that they reject my proposition P ' 

201 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRIOA. 

Mr. Leonard pointed out that there was no propoeition before 
them ; he had merely requested them t.o go home and be satisfied, 
and hold no more meetings. 

Mr. Piatori11B next addreaaed the President, and pointed out 
how the taxation measures of the reoent Bellion bore unduly on 
the mining ind11Btry and the new-comers ; that the bulk of the 
revenue was already derived from thoee people, and that great 
danger existed of the people being unable t.o live and carry on 
their b118ineu under the burden of taxation. 

The President during the courae of this diao118eion stated that 
he was compelled t.o put on the taxation, as prior t.o its imposition 
it was found that there was a monthly deficit of from £30,000 t.o 
£40,000. It was pointed out t.o him that at the time the tax was 
put on there was a smplua of £200,000 in the Treaaury. He 
irt,ated this was the balance of £600,000, and that the £400,000 
had been swept away by the monthly deficiency aforesaid. He 
argued that the law made no distinction in taxation between the 
old burgher and the new-comer. 

The deputation admitted that in theory it did not, but in 
practice it did, beca1188 the articles selected for taxation were 
thoee articles which were required and had t.o be coD8UIDed by 
the new-comer in large quantities, while the articles which were 
ueed by the old burghers were taxed very lightly indeed. 

The President grew angry at this statement, and said he 
could not help it if the exigencies of b11Biness resulted in throwing 
a heavier burden on the new-comer than on the old. He waa 
very excited and avowed a protectionist policy in effect, by stating 
he was going t.o encourage the production of Transvaal produce, 
and that there was a great prejudice against buying the produce 
of the Transvaal. He illustrated this by recalling an instance 
where he was present and saw a man buy a rotten ham of 
European production in preference t.o a eound Transvaal ham, 
simply bcea1188 the rotten one had been produced in Europe. He 
stated that on a previous occasion he had, when the famine 
threatened ua, 1UBponded the duties, and would do BO again if 
oooaaion arose. 
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The deputation 88811l'ed him that this was unsatisfactory, 
'11d that the duties were not only protective but prohibitive in 
eharacter, and that the necessaries of life which could not be 
produoed in the Transvaal had been unduly and heavily taxed. 

Part of this conversation took place between Mr. Tudhope and 
$he President, and between Mr. Pistorius and the President. 

Jrh. Auret, next addressed himself to the administration of 
jutice, and pointed out the necessity of having court.a more 
frequently in Johannesburg. 

The President replied : ' I should like to see a court sitting 
$here every month, and I ordered frequent circuits a long time 
ago.' He didn't say why his orders had not been carried out. 

Jrh. C. Leonard then asked the Government to take into 
oonaideration the question of placing the names of new-comers 
on the Field-Comet's lists. He stated that the law required. the 
new-oomer, under a penalty, to report himself within fourteen 
days to the Field-Comet; that the Field-Comet in Johannesburg 
bad a few hundred names on his list and was surrounded by 
many thousands of people ; that he never took any trouble to 
acquaint the public with the fact that they must register ; that 
he never prosecuted anybody for breaking the law ; that there was 
a widespread impression amongst the new-comers that if they 
6llecl in papers for the purpose of paying their taxes this 
oonstituted registration; and that now, having learnt that they 
mut register themselves, they proceeded to the Field-Comet's for 
that purpoee, and were informed that they must pay a fine of 
80,. Relief was asked in this, that those persons who made an 
aftldavit stating the time when they came here and who produced 
proof of having paid their personal taxes, should be placed upon 
the Field-Comet's lists as from the date of their arrival. 

General Smit seemed impressed with the fairness of the 
proposition, and promised to do what he could to give relief. 

The President also stated that a memorial should be made on 
$he eubject for presentation to the Volbraad. He said he could 
not break the law, but would give attention to memorials. 

In reply, Mr. Leonard pointed out that, although in theory 
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every person was supposed to know the law, Johannesburg wu 
such an exceptional case, and it was under the oircumatancee a 
fair one to give relief to, and that great discontent wu felt that 
a fine of 30s. should be imposed, to say nothing about the loea of 
time, when a person claiming to be registered had already been 
in the country some time ; he also stated that a number of 
persons here alleged that they reported themselves to Field-Cornet 
Du Toit, but that the books were not to be found, so that pereona 
who had registered themselves were deprived of the benefit.a 
thereunder. 

Then ensued an irregular conversation between General Smit 
and Mr. Charles Leonard, also between the President and several 
members of the deputation, in which both the President and 
Vice-President became very much excited. 

There is, however, no reason to report on this occasion what 
passed then, the foregoing being a fair narrative of the most 
important points which were discussed. 

The Chairman (continuing) said : You have heard read what 
has occurred between the deputation and the President and 
Vice-President. We went there at the invitation of theee 
gentlemen and for the express purpose of interchanging our 
views. You see what the result of the interchange of views haa 
been. (Laughter.) It is quite evident that our deputation made a 
great and strong impression upon the mind of his Honour the 
President. Not only did he speak of it to gentlemen who 
interviewed him after our departure, but on the following day 
he met one of our Committee, who was there on other busineea, 
and he desired to use him as a medium of sending a meesage in 
reply to the people of Johannesburg. The message is as followa: 

MB88AGE FROM HIS HONOUR THE PRESIDENT TO THB 

PEOPLE OF JOHANNESBURG. 

1. In view of the forthcoming elections, the claim made by 
the deputation for the extension of the franchise to the 
new population is untimely. No candidate for the Preei-
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dency can raise the iasue with any hope of 81100888, and if 
raiaed then 111oh candidat.e would thereby forfeit all chance 
of being elected by the burghers. 

2. His Honour has alwaya kept in view the blending of the 
two people into an united race, but thia must of a neoeaaity 
be a aomewhat alow pl'OC888. To open the door unre
aervedly for the admiaaion of the new population would 
mean the abolition of the righta of the old burghers in the 
country, inasmuch aa the new-comers are in the majority. 
In America the liberal provision for the adrniaaion to the 
full political righta of new-comers ia not attended by the 
aame dangen, the thouaanda who ant.er that country 
having no influence to diaturb the righta of the old reai
denta, who are numbered in millions ; whereaa here, the 
old burghers, being numbered in hundred.a, at once become 
the minority, and lose all their political power. To obviat.e 
thia the adrniaainn of the new-comers to full burgher righta 
muat be regulated with great care ; but in view of meeting 
the exigencies of the caae, aa far aa it may be done with 
afety to the righta of the old burghers of the country, the 
President would be in favour of a plan that would during 
the course of law, which ia fixed at t.en years, within that 
period from time to time admit of the names of truat
worthy burghers being laid before the V olkaraad with the 
view to 8UCh being admitted to the qualifications required 
for memberahip in the First Volkaraad. 

Jlr. John Tudhope, continuing, ea.id: Thie meaaage waa 
received with the respect which I trust we shall alwaya show to 
utt.erancee from the head of the Stat.e. (Hear, hear.) It waa 
moet carefully conaidered, and a copy of it waa aent to hi.a Honour 
to uoertain if it properly expressed his views, and it came back 
with hi.a approval, and waa now read to the people of Johannes
burg. I will now call upon Mr. Charlea Leonard to addreaa you 
upon it. (Applause.) 

Jlr. Charles Leonard (who waa received with loud cheers) 
aaid : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I think it ia a wise thing to 
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change your speak.en as much as poaaible, and I should not have 
appeared before you t.o-night had it not been for the fact that I 
wu one of the deputation to Pretoria. I have oonaented to speak 
simply becauae I was one of the deputation. I think it augun 
well for the future, and is a happy omen to my mind to have 
amongst ua, on the platform, an old burgher of the country, and 
also an official of the country. (Hear, bear, and cries of' Name.') 
I believe it is Mr. Scheepera, who has the honour of being elected 
Field-Cornet for one of the districts, and I have no do1lbt he 
makes a good Field-Cornet. (Hear, hear.) The reeolution which 
I have to BUbmit ariaes partly out of the visit of the deputation to 
his Honour the President, and I will read it to you:-

' That, while recognising with satisfaction the recognition by 
his Honour the President, in his meaaage t.o the people of 
Johannesburg, of the fact that the new population are in 
the majority in the St.ate, and of the principle that they 
are entitled to electoral right.a, this Union regard.a the 
proposal to admit only some of these citizens to burgher 
rights by a slow process of selection as contrary to sound 
Republican principles, impracticable in working, and u 
failing to aatisfy the reasonable requirements of the 
people.' 

If you will pardon me for a moment diverging, I would eay a 
word as to what fell from General Smit in Pretoria, when he was 
in an excited state. In anger sometimes the truth comes out. In 
conversation with the General, he said that behind this movement 
was political intrigue and matters affecting Swazieland. (Cries of 
'No.') I gave him my aeaurance and my word of hono'llr that 
there was nothing of the kind. I ask you to say no. We are 
not traitors to the fiag of this country, and are not conapiring 
against it, but seek to strengthen the republican inetitutiona of 
this country. (Applauae.) I shall now proceed to deal with tlle 
matter of the resolution. The President, in speaking, said
possibly there was more in it than was intended to meet the eye
that no candidate for the Presidency would dare to promiae the 
franchise, that it would endanger his chance of re-election. I 
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pointed out that thia re-election was in the hands of the burghers 
of thia country, and had nothing to do with it, that there waa no 
desire to take away the right.a of the burghers, but that we simply 
deeired to share thoee right.a upon true republican principles. I 
may state that what struck me here was that nothing was said or 
vged by his Honour the President on the ground of our not 
being entitled to the franchise, but that we, getting those right.a 
and being in the majority, would take away their privileges. l 
pointed out that inst.ead of being a source of weaknesa, we should 
be a eource of strength; pointed out that, whilst perhaps it might 
be unwise to ask for a vote for the Presidential election, with 
regard to the First Chamber we wanted a vote ; that we did not 
want dummy votes, but we wanted a part in everything coming 
under the ecienoe of Government. I pointed out that, according 
to the dietnoution at present in force, that we would send only a 
fourth of the members to the Volksraad, that the old members 
would atill be in the vast majority, but we would be there with 
our repreeentativea to imbue the Volkaraad with the true senti
ment.a of the community. I ask you whether those views were 
sound or not. (Applause.) Let us now analyae the President's 
proposal. I think, in the mesaage to the people of Johannesburg, 
the President baa admitted two great principles, principles which 
fully justify the support of the National Union. He admitted 
we were in the majority, and admitted by his proposition of 
selection that we are entitled to some alterations in the present 
law of the franchise. The question before ue is whether we as a 
Union can accept the President's proposals. (' No, no,' and loud 
applause.) I say it ia a proposition that cannot obtain a hearing 
in a republic, where the people are imbued with republican 
sentiment, and ia opposed to the true principles of republicanism. 
It ia one which, if accepted, would paralyse the highest and best 
interests in ue, and it ia probably intended to lead to disunion 
amongst ourselves. I say, No, we will not have it, and intend 
et.anding shoulder to shoulder. (Loud applause.) If thia prooees 
of selection were accepted, it would be found that sycophant 
jelly-fishes and hunters after conoeaiona will be selected, and 
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thua the very thing held out aa a lure to oeue agitating would be 
the very thing to put new chains upon us and our libertiea. 
(Cheers.) I say that if we were to take the proposal aerioualy, 
the last state would be worse than the first. We are auffering 
under two things to-day. The political disability under the 
circumstancee as altered by the preeent Government ia rankling 
deeply in our heart.s, and then the Bins of administration-- but 
I had better say no more. (A voice : ' Speak out,' and laughter.) 
I think, gentlemen, it ia our buain888 to attack incompetent 
administration and its abU888. It ia our duty to teach the 
burghers of this country that the iniquities of which we complain 
are auffered by them as well. I decline to aooept the Government 
u representing either the burghers or ourselves. (Loud cheers.) 
The 1'8880n why I say that ia, that it ia five years since the 
burghers were called upon to elect a Government, and in theee 
five years changes have taken place which fully justify our 
demands. Government persiatently ignores theae demands, but 
it would be a very poor compliment to the burgherB generally to 
•Y that they BUpported the Government in this. No, gentlemen, 
I believe strongly in the senae of justice and the common 88!188 
of the burghers. It ia to this aense of justice that we must 
appeal, and this can only be done by the widest publication of our 
wants and wishee. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Rogers, who seconded the resolution, B&id : You 
have all heard of the interview which the deputation of thia 
Union had with hia Honour the President and with the Vice
President. My irnpr888ion of that interview amounts to this : 'I 
am very pleased to 888 you ; go back to Johannesburg and be very 
good boys; wait till I have been re-elected, and then I will 888 

what I can do for you.' I may also say the public of Johannes
burg has been misinformed as to who sought the interview. The 
Union· did not seek the interview with the President, but the 
President sought the inteniew with the Union. Well, we went, 
we saw, and I think we conquered to a certain extent. (Hear, 
hear.) At all events, we BCOred in our demeanour and in our 
quiet firmn888. (Hear, hear.) I think, gentlemen, we have 
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conquered, if it is eomething for the President of this St.ate to 
admit that we are in a majority and that we are entitled to 
electoral rights. (Applause.) But we cannot admit, we cannot 
aocept, his idea of admitting us to these rights. It ie opposed to 
aound republican principles. What we want and what we are 
striving for is the government of the people by the people-{hear, 
hear)-and not by a chosen few. I may aek who is to elect thoee 
choeen few, who ia to make the selection of these reliable men P 
The whole of the St.ate ie to-day suffering under the misgovern
ment and rapacity of a choeen few, and this will go on until we 
have gained our point. We acknowledge with satisfaction what 
the President hae said ; but we must not rest here, we must not 
be satisfied till we have reached the goal of our ambition, the 
government of the people by the voice of the people, and by the 
people only. This we aek for, and this only will satisfy the 
reaeonable requirements of the people. The President propoeee to 
favour the selection of a cert.am number of reliable men each year. 
What I I I This from one who is always harping on hie desire to 
cement the old and new population, but who in my opinion ha.s 
done the moet to cause disunion. (Hear, hear.) Who hae only 
lately added to our burdens by increased taxation P What I Thie 
from a President of a Republic. le this just P le this right P 
(No.) Is this in accord with the possibilities of sound republican 
governmentP I say ten thousand times no. Away with euch a 
proposal. Away with the idea of ruling the masses by a selected 
chosen few. Again I say, who is to make the selection, and who 
ia to decide on the reliability of the chosen few P Not those who 
sit at the seat of Government, and who have hitherto turned a deaf 
ear to all our requests, and who would do eo to all eternity, ii they 
had the selection of the choeen few. No, we cannot and will not 
agree to this, and though we have an arduous task before us, let 
u not be daunted in our work. We are doing a great work, and 
ne great work is ever accomplished without unwearied perse
verance. Let us be firm and decided, quiet but reeolute, confident 
in our integrity to work for the good of the people, and thus 
preserve the independence of the Republic, and succees will before 
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long crown our effort& (Cheers.) Let ua not giYe way one iota 
of the principle of Republicanism, which prof888e8 equality aa ita 
very root and foundation-the ruling of the people by the people, 
thus showing that our Union is a true one, earnest and ansioua 
for the welfare and liberties of the whole of the population. 
(Applause.) We seek this, for we know our rulers are 81UTOunded 
by bad advisers, men who act from 11elnsh motives only, and who 
have caused the mismanagement of public matters and public 
money. We seek this, for we ask what is right. We ask what 
ia just, and we ask that the many shall not be misgovemed for 
the benefit of a chosen few. (Hear, hear.) One of our local 
papers has been raising aide isaues, Sllch aa the handing over 
Swazieland, and for this Union to take part in BUch work. Then, 
again, the aanitary state of the town is dangled before our eyea. 
and it says also that we are the tools for doing the work of other 
governments and politicians. Now, on behalf of the Committee 
of the Union, I say that we shall not go away one inch from the 
objects of the Union. The aanitary matters we will leave to the 
Sanitary Board ; though, forming part of the large popolation of 
this town, we shall do what we can to help the Board in ita 
endeavours for the improvement in local matt.era. (Hear, hear.) 
I deny emphatically that we are or have been influenced by any 
one or any government outside of the State. It is our intention 
to work away quietly, not seeking outside help, but trusting to 
the rights of our cause, strong in our belief that justice will at 
last prevail, and our reasonable requirements be acceded to. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman then put the first resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. St. John Carr said: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, before 
I read the second resolution, which I have been appointed by the 
Committee to propose to-night, it will be necessary and important 
that I shall first recall the course of recent events to your mind, 
in order that you may understand the reason the Committee have 
decided to BUggest another step to you to-night. You have all 
followed with great interest, and, I am aure, with great sympathy, 
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tlle meetings held a few weeb back to 188 what should be clone-to 
bring about a bett.er at.ate of affain here. Since then we have 
formed omaelves into a National Union, with ,peoifio object., ani 
thoee objects have been clearly defined in our oonatitution. We 
then proceeded to formulate, after due deliberation and making 
allowances for all oircumet&ncea, certain two request.&----One with 
ngard to the franchise, and the other with regard to the op~ 
aive Customs' tariff, which comes into operation on the 1st 
October. Those claims have been laid respectively before the 
Government, and we have shown to demonstration the jutice of 
our claims to the franchise, and the injustice of the burdena we 
ahall suffer under the new Custom.a' law. We pointed out ihat 
these increued mes would grind the face of the poor and bard
working majority. Our proceedings have been followed and 
carefully discusaed, and il we are to judge from newspaper 
comments and private writings, what we have asked ia fair and 
reasonable ; but the Government, which we have approached, baa 
practioally, from their repliea, turned a deaf ear to our earned 
and moderate appeals. It ia abundantly clear that the Govern
ment has failed to recognise the situation. But supposing they 
had done so, do you think anything would have been done to 
eatiafy our demands P No! Now, it would be a novel experience 
f.or ua who have lived long in the land to find that when 
Government has made up its mind to do a thing, that anything 
would lie in the way. Our experience has been that the ways 
and means and the necessary authority have always been forth
coming when Government required them for doing anything they 
wished to do. 

We may therefore aaeum.e that Government does not want to 
do anything for us, and we may be sure that if it were othenri.ae 
the rights we ask for would have been granted long ago. That ia 
the reason why we shall appeal to the burghers who elect the 
Government to exert themselves on our behalf. We intend to 
rouse the country from end to end. (Loud cheers.) To get them 
to listen to and underst.and and appreciate all we have to ,ay. 
(Cheers.) The true state of affairs must be demonstrated, we 
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must break down the barriers of miarepreeent.ation which have 
grown up all around ua, and I say that we ahall then have a union, 
and a right understanding between all the inhabitants of this 
country. By means of thia organisation we ahall be able to 
eetabliah branches throughout all the electoral diatricts, and by 
their aid we can diBBeminate the friendly meesage which we have 
to send to the people of thia country. We must convince them 
of the strength of our purpose to have our rights, and of the 
sincerity of our intention to respect theirs. Now, gentlemen, the 
carrying out of this our programme will not prove the 81100888 we 
hope to achieve unlese you lend us your support. Let every man 
reeolve to uae hie beet efforts to promote this COUJ'88, write to your 
friends all over the country, get every one you know to propagate 
the Union. Their right will make our might and in thia way 
alone shall we become a power in this Republic, and be able to 
bring about a Union which in very truth ie a National Union. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) I shall now read to you the 
reeolution which I have to propose :-

' That in view of the Government having failed to 111pply any 
satiafactory reply to the repreeent.atione of the people with 
regard to the granting of the franohiae, and the suspension 
of the oppreeeive Ouet.ome' tarifi, to come into operation on 
the let Oct.ober, this meeting of the Union resolves to 
appeal forthwith to the burghers of the country through 
the agency of branches of this Union t.o be eet.abliahed right 
throughout the elect.oral districts of the St.ate.' 

Mr. H. Solomon seconded the reeolution proposed by Mr. Carr. 
He said : You have heard the account of the interview which took 
place with the Government; and, gentlemen, I may say (and I 
think you will agree with me) that it ie a one-man Government. 
When the President of this country makes up hie mind he 
generally carries out what he intends to do, and the other 
members of the Executive simply back him up. (Hear, hear.) 
The resolution just proposed covers a lot of ground. It covers the 
question of taxation among other things. By a great amount of 
preeeure we have succeeded in getting the railway brought up t.o 
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Johannesburg ; but, by an extraordinary piece of legialation~ the 
Government of thia country hu prevented the railway from 
carrying goods into the country. I should like to know how the 
Government of this country will ever pay the interest on the 
money they have borrowed to pay for this railway, unless they 
take away the prohibitive duties just passed by the Volkaraad. 
(Applauae.) It ia all very well for the Govemment of thia 
country to aay that the Uitlander, or new-comer, will have to bear 
the chief burden of the taxes. The burden will be eo great 
directly that it will be impossible to get it from these Uitlandera 
-(laughter)-and the old burghers will find that they will have 
to assist in paying the taxes. As it appears we have failed to 
reach the ear of the Government, I should like to appeal to the 
burghers, and I believe it ia impouible to appeal better to the 
feelings of any man, whether Uitlander or burgher, than to do so 
through his pocket. (Laughter.) I would like the burgher of 
thia country to understand if these prohibitive duties are not 
removed, it will be impossible for the interest to be paid on the 
amount we have borrowed to bring the railway into the country, 
and the consequences will be a heavier burden of taxation, which 
will be laid at the door of the burgher himself. (Hear, hear.) 
Most of the gentlemen who have addressed you this evening have 
to a certain extent (if I may use the word) blackguarded the 
Government, but I would like to give the Government every 
credit for recognising the power of the Union They have aeen 
us. What does that mean P It means that they recognise the 
voice of the people is speaking through the voice of the Union. 
The President is a candidate for the next election for the 
Presidency of this country. I don't think you could expect the 
President to come forward and say, 'You must give these people 
the franchise,' and thereby jeopardise the chance of his election. 
But he, and the other candidates, ought to put thia matter before 
the burghers of the country and aay, 'Here is a power you must 
reckon with ; here is a population that have brought brain& and 
money into the country ; you must reckon them as one of 
yourselves, and give them what they wish.' Then let the 
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burgher, with that ll8D8e of juatice which Mr. Leonard aaya ia one 
of. the brightest ornamente of hia character, oome forth and aid 
a& Kost of you will remember that the memben of the 
Volbraad absolutely refused to give the Executive that power 
of attorney-(laughter) -which they gave them laat 1888ion. 
What does this mean P Why, it means that the burghen are not 
particularly aatisfi.ed with the action of the Government, and they 
wish to take a deeper interest in the management of the oountry 
themselves. (Hear, hear.) Aa you are aware, gentlemen, there 
will be a fresh election shortly, and there will very likely be 
eighteen new members appointed. I believe if the burghen take 
that interest in it which they are inclined to do, they will have 
eighteen members of more liberal ideas than the eighteen who 
vacate their seat& I am eorry to see in one of the newspapers 
here that the National Union is supposed to be antagonistic to the 
movement called the Labour Union juat organised. Now, that is 
not eo. We desire the working man, as well as the capitalist, 
to identify hiroff(llf with us, and we look to everybody for his 
111pport. If we can get the support of the Labour Union, we will 
rely upon it doing everything it can for the protection of the 
working c}asff(ls, and shall be glad of their support. Something 
has already been said to you this evening about oonceuiona. 
They are the curse of the country, and if something is not done to 
remove them by the Government, or the Volksraad of the country, 
they will have to be purchased, and to get them purchased, very 
heavy taxes will have to be laid on the country. We must either 
get them cancelled or buy out the concessionaires. If we cannot 
cancel them, then the people will have to face a very severe 
burden in taxation. The reeolution which Mr. Carr has proposed 
for your acceptance, to have branches throughout the country, 
reminds me of the Alrikander Bond, which was started by a 
much smaller meeting than that which inaugurated this Union. 
It wu sneered at throughout the country and by the people, but 
finally it became a power. That movement represented, however, 
Public Opinion, and was eo strong that the intelligent portion o( 
the Colony had to recognise that it was a power in the land. The 
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Government of the oountry also recognised it.a importance, and 
6nally the Bond obtained all it asked for in the way of right.a and 
privileges ; and I aay to-day the Afrikander Bond brings a very 
great inftuence to bear upon the Govemment of South Africa. It 
was also a good inftuence, as is any inftuenoe which causes us to 
listen to the voioe of public opinion ; and the Government of the 
Cape Colony had done a very wise thing in recognising it. The 
Transvaal Union is in a better position to start with than the 
Afrikander Bond, because from the very outset it has been 
recognised by the Government. When the Government stated 
they would like to see a deputation from us in Pretoria, they 
recognised the power of the Transvaal Union immediately. 
(Hear, hear.) Our duty is to have proper organizations, to have 
branches in every town in the Transvaal, and then, gentlemen, we 
ahall have what we can call a strong public position with the 
burgher of this country. (Loud applause.) 

The Chairman: Before putting this resolution I may say we 
have a distinguished stranger on the platform this evening. (A 
voioe: 'No stranger.') Although I have not his authority, I am 
going to ask him to address you upon this resolution. Mr. 
Advocate Esselen will now speak to this assemblage. 

Mr. Esselen (who in rising was greeted with loud and 
continuous applause and cheers) said: Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, it is getting rather late, therefore the sooner I have 
done with you, and you with me, the better. I am sure when I 
heard the Chairman alluding to a distinguished gentleman upon 
the platform, I did not think he was alluding to me but to 
another distinguished gentleman, though I certainly thought you 
might expect to hear a few words from me. However, gentlemen, 
I may tell you that I quite agree with your Chairman when he 
stated that I agreed with this movement. I may tell you that I 
am in entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am very proud to have been asked to say a few words. I 
have previously been before you at one or two public meetings in 
lohannesburg, but they were not attended like this, nor so 
interesting. The first was when Mr. Jeppe was standing as 
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candidate for the Second Chamber, and I remember distinctly the 
impreesion made upon me ; but that impreuion 'WB8 made much 
stronger by the meeting of the other night, when Mr. Charlie 
Leonard impressed upon that portion of the public of 
Johannesburg the necessity of registering. He ea.id to you, 
'Register, register, register.' Another member of your 
Committee, not long ago advised you to ' Agitate, agitat.e, 
agitate.' Gentlemen, let me ask you not to forget these words, 
but to take them aerioualy to heart. Register and agitate I Only 
by these means will you get the reforms you ask, and to which, 
let me say, you are fully entitled. (Loud applauae.) It afforda 
me great pleasure to be here to-night, because you prove, not only 
by your presence here, but alao by the choice of the gentlemen 
who form your Committee, that you are sincere in your 
protestations. But you must remember that it ia not enough to 
meet together here in Johannesburg and to give vent to your 
feelings. You must do something further. Now, the proposition 
before you is one by which it ia calculated. to help the movement 
forward. You are to call upon your friends and sympathisers all 
over the country, and to ask them to organise throughout the 
length and breadth of the country by establishing branches of 
this Union. Then, when your united voice ia heard, the 
misrepresentations which have been spread about you will be 
swept oft the face of the earth, and the people of the country will 
recognise in you true citizens of a great Republic. But remember 
one thing. Remember that no political privilege ia to be gained 
except by time, energy, and effort. Don't forget that neither thct 
Government of this country nor the burghers of this country are 
likely to say to you, ' Open your mouths wide, and we will fill 
them I ' (Laughter.) They will do no such thing. Show to 
them that you strive on constitutional lines to get the constitution 
of the country changed ; that you are to be trusted with 
privileges and power. (Applause.) I have watched with great 
interest the two political movements which are now at work in 
this country, for I can assure you that there ia alao a movement 
among the enfranchised burghers of this State, and I may t.ell you 
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that I have been greatly struck by these two movements. Theee 
two movements agitate the minds of all who are intelligent 
enough to take an interest in the future welfare of the country, 
and I have come to the conclusion that now is the time for you to 
assert your rights and show your patriotism. The Uitlandere
I call them Uitlanders no longer, because it is a misnomer-I 
would have to call myself an Uitlander, for there are many here 
who have been longer in the country than myself, and others have 
come a few years or months after me. Now, while I, to-night, 
enjoy the full privileges of citizenship, you and they do not. Is 
that system. fo be perpetuated in this country for ever P (Cries of 
• No I') Is it conducive to the strength and prosperity of the 
country P (Cries of 'No! ') Let me give you the assurance that 
il this question were addressed to a meeting of enfranchised 
burghers the answer would be 'No,' as in this case. (Loud 
cheers.) Gentlemen, I tell you it is a good thing for you il you 
pass this resolution to establish branches of the Union throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. The material will not be 
wanting, and the material that you will find ready to hand will 
not consist of Uitlanders alone, but will comprise many burghers, 
who sympathise with and will join the movement on account of 
their sense of justice. (Applause.) It is necessary to do that to 
sweep away the misrepresentation made with regard to you 
character and with regard to your objects. Did any one think for 
a moment that this spirit which has shown itself lately in 
Johannesburg-not only in Johannesburg, because we must not 
forget that we are a National Union-that il this feeling had been 
aroused and nursed by outside influence, that I for one would take 
part on this platform P I ask you to say it was an absolute 
absurdity for any one to say so. (Hear, hear.) But it is a further 
atep in that class of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind 
the eyes of the burghers again aa to your motives. What is that 
motive, gentlemen P 

I have heard to-night with smprise and deep regret the report 
which your Committee has brought back from the powers that be 
in Pretoria. I wi&h to ask gou whethw gou can gitJe ang credence to 
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tM ,tatemmta of a neon tMO ""1/8 As i, going to uiu two peopl, 
wAsn t"'8 whole of Ail act, for #As laat tm g,ar, lb it ii fMJtJOmtelg 
untrue. (Loud cheers.) I do not llp«Jk witltotlt lmOtDing wl,at I,_ 
talking abotlt. (Appla1188.) I aag gou "4oe beffl 'kept out of ,ow
political pricilegu, not becaUBe tAs peopk "4N kept gou out fro,n fear 
tltat gour being granted tAsle pricilegu UJOUld UJreck or endanger ~ 
tttdependence of this country, ht to enallle tAs few, and a grudg feflJ, 
to rule thi8 country for tMir Olen ends. (Loud cheers.) In 1882, 
gentlemen, every man could get the franchise who came int.o 
the country, lived for five years in it, and wu registered and 
had paid £26. Not only eo, but other to'Wll8 had representatives. 
Towna such as Rustenburg and Lydenburg, that could send repre
eentatives t.o Pretoria, did eo. Every man that was enfranchised 
was entitled to take hia eeat in the Raad. In 1886, shortly aft.er 
Johannesburg was started, and after Barberton had been in 
exist.ence, thia law wu altered, and although that period wu 
changed, they said no man who had not been fifteen years in the 
country could take a eeat in the Volksraad. Was that not a 
reactionary measure, and was it not liable to widen the differences 
of the people P Shortly after the representatives were taken 
away from Lydenburg and Rustenburg, but no voice was raiaed 
against it. Who wa, it that prcp<>4ed tAs meaaure that tl)a3 noeo • 
/t>ree-t"4t the new-comer in thia countrg 1/wuld onlg get fall fran
chiae after he had been here fourteen gear,, and then onlg at the StDeet 

will of the legi8'4tioe bodg ! (Laughter.) Who wa, it propoaed tl,at 1 
W'aa it not the same man that gatJe gour Committee the anftCff' to do 
nothing more ! (Loud applause.) I ask gou, gent'lemen, can gott 

after t"4t lit ,till and folkwJ the adcice tl,at i8 giflffl to gou to hold M 

more meeting, ! (Cries of ' No.') Will gou a/«Jtl) gouraelfJu to be 
gagged! (Voices, 'No.') Gentlemen, I say you would not be 
doing your duty to yourselves and to the South African Republic 
if you did. (Cheers.) One of the previous speakers mentioned. 
that the powers that be could do nothing at present. Have we 
not an instance in the railway that has come here of what the 
President could do P Did not the President tell Mr. Charlea 
Leonard that the people of Johannesburg would eoon have rail· 

218 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

way oommunication with the seaboard, and when the matter wu 
fint mentioned to him, did he not say, ' Let me do it my own 
way,' and when the Volk.sraad was not sitting he ent.ered into 
an agreement, without any legislative authority, well knowing 
his force and authority would carry it the next sitting of the 
Raad P Now I ask you has he gone to the trusty bUTghers and 
said, 'There are thousands of men well disposed to the Republic 
that want the franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran
chise. (Hear, hear.) I advise you to give them that franchise, 
I tell you you will strengthen the Republic if you will allow these 
men equal privileges.' All these years haa he even raised a 
single word for you P (A voice, 'Never, never.') If he had 
gone on his travels amid the bUTghers, and laid yoUT just cauae 
before those burghers, is there any one doubt what the answer 
would be P If ang one d<Jubts then he UX>Ul.d be a lunatic. (Ap
plause.) Therefore I aay, ' Trust them not, they are fooling gou.' 
Rely upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your caae. 
0RGA.NIZB I ORGANIZE I ORGANIZE I Lay your case before the 
burghers. I am convinced from what I have lat.ely heard 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, a new brother
hood will be ent.ered upon. The Boer will know it will help to 
strengthen the independence of the country for which he fought 
if he at.ands shoulder to shoulder with you. (Loud applauae.) 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am exceedingly 
pleased at the proposition proposed and seconded by the previoua 
speakers. I ask you to pass it, but when it ia passed, I ask 
you not to leave the whole organization in the hands of one 
or two only. Get the speeches, get them reported and circulat.ed, 
get them reported in Dutch and spread them throughout the 
length and breadth of the country. (Hear, hear.) Mark me, 
Mr. Chairman, one of the greatest factors that has opened the 
eyes of the Boer, made him read aa he never read before-I 
know it for a fact-is the effect of this industrious law-abiding 
population on the goldfields. The surplus of the country haa 
inoreued to suoh an ext.ant he can hardly understand it ; but 
he knoWB perfectly well- aa well as any man upon Witwat.en-
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rand-that 88 long 88 the industry continues eo long will the 
surplus remain and increase. He knows if you disappear that 
surplus will vanish and the old order of affairs be reverted to, 
and no man would dislike that more than the burgher of thia 
country. (Hear, hear.) 

Therefore, the conclusion I have come to ia this : You have 
a friend in the burgher, but, owing to the maobinationa and on 
account of your own lethargy and indifference, you do not know 
it. Let your voice be heard. Claim on constitutional lines what 
any man has the right to claim and you will have a friend in 
the burgher, and, in connection with this, your various branchee 
of the National Union will be the beat means of effecting that 
brotherhood for which all are hoping. (Loud and continued 
applause.) 

The Chairman then announced than an old burgher of the 
State, who W88 a Field-Cornet of an important district, would 
address the meeting in Dutch, Mr. Charles Leonard interpreting. 

Mr. W. J. Scheepers (who W88 greeted with hearty applause) 
said : Gentlemen and friends, 88 many as there are here. I come 
before you to-night as an old inhabitant of the Tranavaal It 
gives me great pleasure to be invited among you. What has 
been said of other speakers to-night I cannot contradict. (Cheers.) 
I must say, to my sorrow, it ia the simple truth. (Loud applauee.) 
I am glad that after to-night I cannot call you Uitlanders ; I 
must call you strangers, acknowledged by me to-day as co
burghers of this State. I am ashamed of the answer that has 
been sent to your Committee. The reason thereof I can fully 
understand. In other years when these difficult matters have 
cropped up, they have been shifted on to the Executive. The 
Executive could then settle them forthwith ; but thia year the 
power has been taken from them. If any one says nay to this, 
let him stand up. It gives me great pleasure that strangers 
stand up to-night to speak the truth which for long years has 
been smothered. (Loud applause.) I think if it really came 
to a point of law that there would be hundreds amongst you 
present who are equally entitled with myself and other Afri-
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kanders t.o the full right.a of citizen&-that is, according t.o law. 
I became an inhabitant of this country in 1861. At that time, 
if a man resided for one year in the State he became a full 
citizen. He could vote for 'General' and for the Presidency, 
although he W88 not himself personally eligible for the presi
dent.ship. In 1866 this was altered. The residence qualification 
waa then made five years. As Mr. Esselen said, the law relating 
to the payment of the £25 W88 then again changed. Therefore, 
there are hundreds of you that are entitled t.o the right.a of full 
citisens, because you have satisfied the necessary requirement.a. 
It is not necessary t.o go far t.o prove this. Every one of you is en
titled t.o these right.a, even if you can only own a stand, and some 
of you have paid hundreds and thousands of pounds in excess of the 
required amount. I give you credit, burghers, that you stand up 
to-day for your right.a, and for justice for yourselves. You must 
stand shoulder t.o shoulder t.o defend those right.a. The goldfi.elds 
have been alluded t.o t.o-night. What was the condition of the 
Transvaal before the Rand fields were discovered P (Laughter.) 
It waa on the verge of bankruptcy. (Hear, hear.) But in what 
position does it stand t.o-day P Three or four yeure ago the 
Treasury was so overflowing with coin that the Government 
offered money t.o lend. (Laughter.) And look at it.a condition 
now! One thing more, which you may say is a divergence. 
When I, a Boer, have been driving a span of oxen five or six 
or ten years, I depend upon them and it is not necessary for 
me t.o look out for the bad places on the road. But one day 
one of my oxen makes a mistake and then the whole span 
sticks. (Laughter.) Thus it is with our Government. (Cheers.) 
Citizens ! We have trusted them ten or fifteen years. What is 
the case t.o-day P The voice of the people is dead, and the Vollce
raad t.ogether with the President '0088 the show.' (Loud cheers.) 
Present memorials or don't present memorial&-it is all the same. 
(Cheers.) The voice of the people is dead, and we must re
awaken it. (Loud cheers.) And, gentlemen and friends, is it in 
our power ; can we get those defaulting, shaky oxen taken out 
of the span, and new ones put in P (Prolonged cheers.) My 
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opinion is that we require a new President and a new Vollu
raad. So long as the Volkaraad is established upon it.a present 
basis, by which only landed proprietors are eligil>le for it, we 
ehall never obtain a redress of our grievances. Look baok froat 
the year 1840, and sees if one single penny of t.axation has been 
levied upon one inch of ground. No, the poor burgher-the 
aoldier of the country-must sustain the heavy burdens of the 
State ! Gentlemen, as you will, ao I will vote with you. I am 
a raw Afrikander, although I have lived among the Britishers. 
Justice prevails in the world, but it has yet to prevail in the 
Transvaal ! (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, so far I have said enough. 
But yet one thing more. (Turning to the Committee), I see that 
10 far as the work has been done, it has been well done. But it 
has not gone far enough. We must prepare another petition in 
urgent terms-we are the voice of the people, and must make that 
voice heard. I say we must prepare another memorial to Govern
ment, asking them decisively to say who is to vote and who is 
not. And let me tell you the time has oome when the voice of 
every citizen m118t make itself heard. We have lllffend five 
years in iron fetters, and if we make another mistake 9UOh aa 
we have made five years ago, we shall have to bear those fetten 
five years longer. (Applause.) We must try to get free and 
remain free. (Loud cheers.) The half of the Transvaal is 
already in the hands of a few speculators, now it is neceaaary for 
us to try and keep a tittle out of it. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Well, gentlemen, I think I have said enough to-night, and will 
now make room for other speakers. 

(Mr. Scheepers sat down amidst enthusiastic applause, which 
was continued for a few minutes. When it subsided three cheers 
for the laat speaker were called for, and were most heartily given.) 
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REPORT 
From the' Standard and Diggers' News,' 

DATED MAY 29TH, 1893. 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

AW AKF.S FROM ITS SLEEP 

AND REVIEWS ITS DEMANDS. 

THEY WILL INSIST.-NO LONGER TO BE PUT OFF. 

Ox Saturday evening last the large hall of the St.ock Exchange 
was crowded, to the number of about 800, with an enthusiastic 
and attentive audience called together by the Transvaal National 
Union. A very oommodio118 platform had been erected at one 
end of the hall. Amongst thoee preaent were the Hon. John 
Tudhope, President of the Union, M8881'8. 0. Leonard, W. P. 
F1'8881', A. R. Goldring, W. H. Rogers, St. John Carr, Rev. 
D. W. Drew, Jas. Hay, J. Durham, D. Holt, H. Solomon, R. A 
Bettington, H. Adler, E. Lippert, Black, Hudaon, Peirson, W. H. 
Adler, Woodford, H. J. Hoffmeyer. A sprinkling of ladies were 
to be aeen in the gallery. 

MB. TuDHOPB 18 HBABD AGAIN. 

The Chairman, on riaing to open the prooeedings, was warmly 
applauded. He addressed those present as citizens of Johan
neeburg, members of the Transvaal National Union, and said he 
was eorry he could not add' electors and burghers of the Stat.e.' 
They were met there once more after an interval of repoee to 
resume the agitation for their political rights and liberties which 
for a abort time had been int.errupted, and he was glad to see by 
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the large att.endanoe that evening the subject had not loet any 
of its importance in their eyee. (Appla1188.) That they were 
fully alive to the neceuity of being repreaented in the Councils of 
thia State, and by their preaenoe there that evening they again 
authorised the Committee to recommence the agitation in their 
name. Before giving the meeting the programme of the pro
ceedings he deeired for a short time to take them back to the 
condition of things political as they existed this time last year. 
They were well aware that in the early part of 1892 political 
matt.era were dead ; there was no such thing as political feeling in 
Johanneeburg. At that time it would have been extremely 
difficult to have got up any meeting to diac1188 political affain 
whatever. The result was that the Government, emboldened by 
the apparent apathy of the people, proceeded to curtail the few 
libertiee they then enjoyed, and further they denied municipal 
rights to them. Johannesburg, he was sorry to say, is still 
without a municipality, a privilege which is enjoyed by the 
meanest towns in the neighbouring Colonies. This state of 
affairs was endured for a time, but at last the people began 
to give expression to their feelings, with the result that the 
Transvaal National Union was brought into existence. It wae 
felt that some organization was required in order to give public 
expression to the views they held, and which many of them had 
expressed in private. The members of the Union met in their 
first 8888ion of Parliament in 1892, and that evening they were 
met in the second 8888ion of their great Parliament. The meet
ings of the Union had been the means of disillusioning the 
people, and had woke the Government up to the fact that there 
is in the country an intelligent body of men who desired to have 
the rights of citizenship, men whose demands were moderate 
but firm, and deserving of consideration. All that the Union 
asked for during its 8888ion of 1892 had not been granted by the 
Government, which unfortunately was at the time embarrassed 
by the coming election, and by dissensions amongst them.eelvee; 
but the influence of the Union on the Government had been 
great. Branches of the Union had been formed in various part.a, 
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and a manifesto had been put forward in the Dutch language. 
and circulated in most of the principal farmhouses of the State. 
(Applause.) They had good reason to believe that the circulation 
of that manifesto, setting forth the demands of the Uitlanders, 
had been of the great.eat advantage to their cause. From far 
and near they had heard that the Boers were prepared to agitate 
in favour of aome of the measures of reform asked for by the 
Union, and moreover they knew that there was a very large 
party, an increasing party, in the State who are prepared to 
meet the Union in its demands. (Applause.) Two important 
political events had occurred sinoe they last met. The first was 
the new election of the members of the Volksraad, and more 
especially as it concerned Johannesburg the election of another 
member to represent them in the First Volksraad. (Applause.) 
That was an object-l8880n to them on what they were to come 
to. They were reduced to this, that the intelligent mechanic, 
the intelligent miner, the man of business, the man of wealth, 
wu excluded from the election, and the nobodies, the obscure 
people who came from their obecurity and voted on the day 
and went back to their obecurity - those were the men who 
returned the member for Johannesburg. (Hear, hear.) Jep
pestown, Fordsburg, Doornfontein, Marshall's Township, were 
abeent, and Veldschoendorp and the Brickfields were promi
nently conspicuous. (Laughter and applause.} Such an im
pression did those scenes make on an old burgher of the 
State, who witnessed them from the steps of the Post-offices, 
that he turned to one of the members of the Union, and exclaimed, 
• I don't wonder the Uitlander feels slighted when you see a 
thing like that, when you see these men allowed a vote and 
you are not.' That waa an objeot-lesson to the inhabitants of 
this country. They had a member in Mr. Jeppe, who was in 
l)'Dlpatby with their objects. (Applause.) He was pleased to 
know Mr. Jeppe had made an intelligent study of all the great 
questions that had agitated them, and come to a definite resolution 
on them, and he went to the Volksraad to give expression to 
those feelings when the right time arrived. He believed their 
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interests were ea.fe in Mr. Jeppe'a hands. He was delighted they 
had such a member, but he ought to have been sent by the 
intelligent inhabitants of .Johannesburg, and not by the nobodies. 
(Applause.) The next great political event was the election 
of the President, and here, to their shame be it spoken. the 
same obscure individuals voted and put a man into the highest 
position in the State. Why should the members of the National 
Union have taken part in the election of the ruler of this country for 
the next five years when they had no right to do so? (Applauae.) 
That was a very important and critical period. If any evidence 
was wanted to show the importance of the National Union it was 
this: They were approached by both parties to assist them in 
the election of President. He did not say it was not a temptation. 
They might have been tempted to make terms and say: ' If 
you give 118 all we require we will help you to elect Mr. Kruger,' 
but they resisted the temptation. (Applause.) The temptation 
came from another side-the opposite party in the State. Repeated 
attempts were made to convert their platform into a party plat
form. They resisted that attempt. (Applause.) As the agitation 
proceeded great excitement prevailed on both aides. He was 
in poase88ion of most authentic information that a crisis in this 
State had only just ea.fely been passed through. He knew it 
had been the cue of some newspapers to minimise that criaia. 
He did not wish to exaggerate it at all, but he was in the po88e8-

eion of the most authentic information that the feelings of the 
country population on this question were so aroused that civil war 
was at that time in the near future. (Applause.) Supposing 
for one moment that they had deviated from their attitude of 
reserve and neutrality, and thrown their influence into one side 
or the other, would not the past have been embittered to the 
last degree P They would have made a cat's paw to take the 
chestnuts out of the fire for one side or the other, and they refused 
to be put in that humiliating position. They saw clearly they 
might either by resistance or foolish influence peril the peace 
and safety of this State, and they, he thought, wisely abstained 
from taking part in that great and important contest. (Applause.) 

226 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

What did that prove P Did it not prove, if anything, that they 
were aa worthy to poeaeu the franohiee 88 the men he had de
aonoed P (Applauae.) Did it not prove, if anything, they were 
loyal to the constitution and government of this State, that they 
refuaed to make themselves a party to do anything that would 
embroil the State and bring any out.aide interference in P That 
was what the Union had been taunted with. They had been 
taunted over and over again that members of the Union were 
not moved by patriotio motives, but selfish motives, in order to 
bring about the retrooession of the independence of this State. 
He said they had proved moat conclwnvely they were auioue to 
preeene that independence and to have a strong hold upon the 
affections of the people. (Applauae.) He had frequently been 
asked why he, a British subject-and he could be taken aa a 
representative Britiah subject, being an ex-servant of the Crown 
of England-ehould have thrown himself into thia agitation, and 
come forward to strengthen a Government which W88 in direct 
opposition to the aima and objects of the British nation. Thi.a 
question had been put to him not only in the preas, but by a good 
many people. He had been aaked why he ahould work for the 
independence of a State which, in time and the ordinary coune 
of events, would finally be absorbed and become part of the 
surrounding States. Hie reasons for taking the course he had 
followed were manifold. In the first place, he, as a citizen in 
a foreign country, desired t.o observe the laws and constitution of 
that State. Such a citizen, moreover, when he came to poeaeaa 
property in the State of hia adoption, when he observed the lawa 
and took upon hirnwf the responsibilities imposed by lawa, 
became also entitled to the privileges conferred by the law. The 
one could not be separated from the other. (Cheers.) The 
foreigner, or Uitlander, when he came to have a stake in the 
country, when he paid taxes, when he devoted hia time to public 
duties, when he observed the laws, became part and parcel of the 
State. In this country, in the towns 88 well as outside, a large 
majority was in favour of a republican form of Government. 
li an attempt were made to destroy it, auoh attempt would bring 
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ahou a eiru war, and the man who did it would be a traitor to 
the eoangy. It wu their desire to prot.eot thia republican form 
or GoTer'llJDellt and the constitution of the oountry. Under ex
isting circmnBtances, however, he could hardly say that the 
preaent form of Government in this country waa republican. 
In fact, it was not. It was an autocratic, a bureaucratic form 
of Government. (Applause.) If the Government were made 
truly republican, 'broad baaed upon the people's will,' it would 
gain flVJWhere, and would find cordial support among all 
sections of the people, the agricultural, the commercial, indu
trial, and mining populations alike. There would then be a 
proper co-operation among the different elements in the St.ate 
to support the ruling power, which would tend to produce and 
increase the respect of the Government. The object of the 
Transvaal National Union waa to obt.ain this true Republican 
Government. They wanted to spread the principles of 81lcla 

Government in all quarters until it leavened the whole. He 
desired to set the objects of the Union clearly forth, and in doing 
80 he waa cert.am the Union would have the sympathy of every 
inhabitant of the State, whether in town or country. Those were 
the reasons why the Union had begun a new 11888ion. During 
the interval they had materially broadened the organization, and 
they now took the field again to exp1'888 the people's will. The 
speaker then went on to explain the different reaolutions which 
were to be brought before the meeting, and concluded his speech 
amidst loud applause. 

Mr. Charles Leonard moved the first reaolution, which ran u 
followa:-

' That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union has 
observed with profound regret and dissatisfaction, that in 
the speech of his Honour the President, at the opening oC 
the Volbraad, there was no recognition of the political 
di•bilities under which the new population of the State 
is labouring, more especially their disqualification to vote, 
and their inadequate repreeent&tion in the Vollwaad ; and 
they desire again to preea the juatioe of their elaima on 
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the oomideration of the Government and Legislature of 
the 8fate! 

In doing ao, he eaid he had heard it frequently remarked 
during the last four or five months, and indeed quit.e recently, 
that the National Union was dead. He thought the moat 
anphatic refutation of that st.atement waa to be found in the 
fact of the meeting that waa being held that night. In fact, the 
National Union had been neither dead nor asleep, or il they had 
been sleeping, they had been sleeping like the sailor, with one eye 
open. (Laught.er.) He thought the t.erm.s of the reaolution he had 
to propose were nftioient to commend themaelves to those preeent. 

It was, perhaps, necessary to go over the history of the country 
of the past few months in aome degree in order to link together the 
history of the National Union. Some time ago, as the chairman 
had told them, the National Union had published a pamphlet eetting 
out in moderat.e language what the aims and olaima of the National 
Union were. He waa aorry to- say that that very moderat.e 
pamphlet waa met by a response in the Pre&B newspaper-the 
Government organ-in which, in the vilest poesible taat.e, the 
members of the National Union were classed as liars, traitors, and 
makes in the grass, in fact, the vilest epithets the writer oould 
think of, the fundamental object of which was to clase them aa 
traitors who sought to undermine the independence of the Stat.e. 
He asked all those present to say that such an insinuation wu a 
lie. (' It is a lie' and applause.) The article which appeared in 
the paper referred to bore most unmistakable evidence that it wu 
not the unaided effort of a Transvaal burgher, but was the out
come of a ooalition of certain memberi of the Government and the 
Hollanders (hear, hear), a ooalition which, possibly dire in its 
inception, had ripened until its unholy alliance threatens to over
whelm the liberties of the people of this Republic. He hurled 
the insinuations cast in that article back on the writer with indig
nation and oontempt. (Applause.) It had been st.ated that the 
views expressed in the article he referred to had the approval of 
the President. How far that might be true or not he was not in 
a position to say ; but he was quite certain that it did not repre-
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sent the honest sentiments of the Boers of this country, the senti
ment on which they had to rely with regard' to making this 
oountry a nation ; and they would be paying a very poor tn"bute 
to the true sense, the fundament.al sense, of justice in the Boer if 
they received it as a manifesto representing his views. It did not 
represent the Boer's views, but the exotic views of interested men. 

He also had, in this instance, the very pleasant duty of 
referring to a newspaper published in Johannesburg. Last year, 
he thought, the National Union were a little bit impatient under 
the criticism of that paper, although, perhaps, sometimes the 
National Union might have been unfair in their conclusions with 
regard to that paper, and perhaps sometimes that paper was not 
quite fair towards the National Union. He referred to the Standard 
and Diggers' News. On the principle that there was more joy in 
Heaven in the repentance of one sinner than the righteousness of 
one hundred and one others, he thought he might refer with the 
strongest satisfaction to the principles lately propounded in the 
leading articles of that paper. He would like to read a few 
extracts from articles which had appeared in that journal in the 
present month bearing upon the subject of the National Union, 
and he might say, in justice to the Standard and Digger,' News, 
that he had taken the trouble to compare an article published in 
that paper in August of 1892, which he found was a good, honest 
criticism, and possibly that criticism did them (the National 
Union) good. He was sore that every one would welcome heartily 
any good, honest criticism, which was calculated to properly 
influence men's minds, and, therefore, they ought not to slang the 
newspapers when they read in them home truths, which were the 
underlying sentiments of the people. That was all they wanted. 
The Diggers' News also published sentiments like these:-

' But this we do ask, that some steps shall be taken here and 
now towards receiving the newer element into the heart of 
things, towards making of the whole a robust, righteoUB, 
and representative Republic. The numbers of the New 
Accretion increase daily, and with them that irresistible 
impetus towards equality, which nothing can resist. Then 
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why not find for it an outlet, however miall, rather than 
attempt to dam it up altogether P The Boer cannot, 
8U1'8ly, think for a moment of measuring forces with the 
eerried phalanx of fortune-seekers, and with public opinion 
that wells within limits all too narrow. And il not, then 
an outlet must be found, and the act of aoknowledgment and 
acceptance done u gracefolly and u quickly aa possible. 
It is for these reasons disappointing that the initiative 
is not taken in the proper p~the Pl'88ident'e speech.' 

This wu his key-note (hear, hear), and embraced what he had t.o 
•y that night. He could not have deecribed it so well had he 
not quoted the Diggw,' New,. Again, on the 23rd May:-

' For Paul Kruger must eee, il any one eeee, that the back
ward Boer who opposes all sorts and conditions of en
lightened suggestions is a danger t.o the country, is a 
person to be combated and opposed ; he must eee that there 
is a sweet reaeonablen888 in the " opposition " that haa 
already arisen: he must see that light and learning are 
atreaming in through the medium of the Smartened Six ; 
he must see that the requirements of the oountry demand 
immediate and reasonable recognition of Republican rights 
~liberty, equality, fraternity; he must understand that 
the whole scheme of Boer existence demands to be 
smartened in order to be saved-that the Boer must evolve 
or evaporate.' 

Here waa another article from the Standard and Digger•' Ne.uJB 
worth quoting, dated 26th May :-

' The desire to obtain it baa a two-fold origin. In the first 
place, one desires to see the State consolidated for its own 
sake, so that it may be strengthened ; and, in the next 
place, one and all know and feel that the secret of our 
immediate individual prosperity lies in the establishment 
of a popular Government that shall be respected for it.a 
love of justice and shall earn the esteem of other nation,. 
To-day it is by no means baaed on the people's will; the 
minority-at any rate, the seeming minority-baa the 
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moo,:,poly of paw-er, and there ia no liberty, nor equality, 
nor fra:emity. U only lhe Boen, hanng eyea., would eeet 
hanng ean, wuald bear! Fer, manifead.y, here and now 
the grandest opportooitiea offer for him to begin de flOOO 

on a new and .S atiooal basia, where one and all aball meet 
u brothers, and the political stracture shall be at onoe 
eeemly and 80QD.d. To ignore this glorious opportunity for 
growing into eomething glorioua and grMt will be mid.
sammer madne-.. And eo long aa the Union argut9 on 
theee lines, and restrict. itaelf to them, it will arp 
logically and well. and the Boer moat 6nd it good baaiDell 
---even il it be nothing elae to liaten to it. For a dMf ell' 

must mean deeolation, disbandment, diaappearance.' 
And more to the same purpoee. He thought he had read quit.e 
sufficient to show that the editor of t.he Digger,' New waa very 
well qualified to be on the platform of the National Union. 
(Cheers.) Now, there was another newspaper he should like to 
refer to, namely, the Prwa of Pretoria, the paper he had already 
eaid bad published the vile manifesto. He eaid distinctly 
nothing justified the terma used. He found but two months ago 
an article waa published which advised the granting of the 
franchise to the people, and justified the pamphlet it had villiied 
before. He found this in the Preu, and naturally thought the 
President waa going to give them 110D1ething, and in thinking 
this they looked forward to a stat.ement of what would be given 
them, and in that belief they had held aloof, aa their chairman 
said. In thus holding aloof, they claimed great credit. U they 
had taken part in the recent election they could have done 
no good; they would have diacredited them.eelves. (Laught.er.) 
He wished them to understand that they would have been mie
interpreted. They claimed great credit for moderation toward, 
the Government of the country. He wished to make 80ll18 

reference to the President's speech to the Uitlanders. It wu 
nothing but disappointment. 

Last year, in a written communication, the President admiUed 
(1st) that the Uitlander waa in the majority, and (2nd) that the 
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franohiae laWB were not just, and he said he W88 prepared t.o 
support a full measure of the franchise beyond that now fixed by 
law. But what kind of franchise did the President want to foist 
upon them P Juat to eeleot trustworthy persons to the franchise, 
and allow them to vote for trustworthy persons. But they could 
not trust the Government to select truatworthy pel'80ns. The 
Government would only select those pel'80ns who would support 
the present form of Government. Now, he said the President 
waa bound to redeem his promise to give a full franchise, and 
that they were right to make eome reference to the disabilities 
under which they laboured. They had j118t cause to make their 
voices heard that night on the aubject. No j118tifiable referenoe 
whatever had been made to their present condition. 

They were told last year, when they forwarded their reeolu• 
tions to the Volkaraad-told by the Government-that they were 
too late to lay them before the Volkaraad that session, implying 
that they would be laid before the Raad this present session. This 
should have appeared in the Presidential speech. They knew 
perfectly well, too, that the likelihood waa that unlese they preued 
with no uncertain voice for their political rights, they were likely 
to be thrown over for another year. They were told that a 
measure must be published three months before it could come 
before the Volk.sraad. Where waa the Bill P The President had 
not published a Bill, and it appea'8d. to him that they were 
between the devil and the deep sea. (Laughter.) The President 
would not do anything for them, nor the Raad neither. An 
illustration of the conception some members of the Raad had as to 
their duties would be found in a story recently told him. In 
voting on a certaia measure, one of the oldest members of the 
Raad said to another, 'Don't you know what you are doing P 
Don't you know that the Government" introduced that measure, 
and you m118t not criticise itP' (Laughter.) And that is the 
way in which the buainees of the country is carried on. It wu 
absolutely impossible to say that any measure that might be 
introduced would be d.iscu.ued by the Volkaraad, because it waa by 
no meana improbable that the Government would bring up a 
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report on it at the end of the session, and then the members would 
go home to their wives. 

If the speech made by the Preeident at the opening of the 
Volkaraad waa disappointing, there waa at least eome reason for 
his silence, becauee at the time ii waa trembling in the balance 
whether the President got £8000 a year and the other sweets of 
effioe or not. The speech after his (the Preeident's) election was 
most disappointing. The following waa all he had to say to the 
many thousands who had come into the State and made it what it 
is:-' To the new burghers, I say, it gives me pleasure that you 
are prepared to work with us for the common ea~ the welfare 
of the State. For remedial measures for yourselves and your 
wants you can turn to me as head of the State, and I will 
endeavour to further your interests. Work with us, and you 
work for yourselves. Strangers, those of you who refuse to bid 
farewell to the countries of your birth, you are also welcome here. 
You will be protected by the laws that protect the burghers of the 
land ; and if you return to your native lands, and come back here, 
you will be welcome again.' (Laughter.) That was all the Pre
sident had to say to the strangers-that they were welcome. He 
should think so, and he should think, further, that the Govern
ment would only be too glad to welcome eome thousands more in 
order to tax them, take all the brains out of them, and deny them 
the rights of citizenship. The Preeident said, 'Work with us,' 
the very thing the members of the National Union were asking to 
do, and yet were refused the right to do. It waa all very 
well for the President to ask the Uitlandere to work with the 
Government and still deny them political right& 

The country had not been made what it is by the Government; 
it had prospered of its great natural wealth, because of its mineral 
resources. The public works of the country were in foreign hands, 
in the hands of a foreign company which had shown its utter 
inability to cope with them. (Applause.) The administration of 
justice waa in a parlous condition, murder waa stalking abroad 
undetected and unpunished, and there were other serious griev
ances for which the Government waa responsible. With a wiser 
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legislation, the burdens of the people would be reduced, and more 
capital would be attracted to the country. The President said to 
them: 'Turn to me as head of the State.' (Laughter.) What 
was the result of all the cries that the Uitlanders had sent to the 
President P Nothing, except that their deputations had been 
repeatedly snubbed, and that was not a position in which a free 
people should be placed. The people wanted their rights to be 
determined by their representatives in Parliament. (Applause.) 
They wanted the principle that taxation went with representation 
enforced in this State. They were asking the people of this 
country to put the President right in his conception of republican 
institutions. (Applause.) They knew what the position would 
be. It meant they would have to go to one individual in the 
State, and he was only their Chief Magistrate, for a distribution 
of favours, which meant fighting for his own hand, and enabling 
him to play one section off against another, and to take full 
advantage of the inherent selfishness of human nature. (Applause.) 
If there was anything in that epeech it lay in the words, ' You 
who refuse to give up allegiance to your native country are 
welcome while you stay here, and when you go back, if you choose 
to come back again, you will be welcome.' The President who 
made that speech knew there was a vast population here, with 
vast interests, who meant to stay in this country, and by their 
conduct and enterprise had entitled themselves to be treated as 
citizens. It waa not just to them such words should be addressed 
to them. 

Nine months ago he (Mr. Leonard) said they wanted to work 
with the Boer, and not against him, to get political reform, and 
he repeated that statement. The National Union had no other 
higher aspiration than to make one body of citizens through this 
Republic, and to make it a true Republic. (Applause.) He said 
then the people who pointed out to the Boer the rocks ahead of 
him were his truest aLDd best friends. He repeated that state
ment. They had to-day not more than 20,000 old burghers, 
ranging from boys of sixteen years of age. The President had 
admitted that the Uitlanders outnumbered that population, and he 
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ventured to say in five years (it was suflicient for hia argument to 
say ten years) they would have 160,000 Uitlandera in thie State. 
Was it wise, was it just, to continue this policy P And if 
not, were not the people who showed thia to the Boer hia beet 
friendsP (Applause.) He wished to pay a tribute to the spirit 
of reform abroad in the hearts of the Boera. He had epoken to 
many of them, and had found the same reasonable spirit. He 
wished also to pay a tribute to the very good spirit to be found in 
many membel'S of the Second V ol.ksraad. A leading member 
of the Second Volksraad had said he was quite prepared to 
commit political BUicide by voting for the extinction of the 
Chamber. He said ' Hear, hear' to that. They wanted to get 
the Second Volksraad abolished. One Volksraad waa enough for 
one people. They wanted it to be felt, to be understood, that by 
their conduct in the past they had become entitled to the right. 
and privileges of citizens, the right to help in the building up of 
the Republic on a broad and 8Ul'8 foundation. {Applau.ee.) 

.Mr. James Hay came forward to second the resolution. It 
gave him great pleasure, he said, to do so, but the pleasure wu 
not altogether unalloyed. He had hoped that there would be no 
more necessity to appear again before the citizens of Johannee
burg for the purpose of asking them to urge upon Government 
their claims for representation. If the President had carried out 
the promises made when he was travelling the country, aa they 
had the right to expect he would, it would not now be neceeaary 
to call them together again. But then the President would have 
had to publish, in the ordinary course of law, a draft bill, by 
which justice should be done to the inhabitant.a of the State. 
That had, however, not been done, and so they were compelled to 
call them together once more, to urge upon the Government to 
grant them those liberties, without which there could be no true 
Republic. It was unjust to speak of them as new-comera or 
Uitlanders. They had now been long enough in the country, 
and had so far identified themselves with its progreB& and inde
pendence of the State that they had a right to claim citizenship. 
There was, however, another reason, besides thie somewhat 
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18Dtiment.al one, why they should be granted full liberties, and 
thia reuon was a purely practical one. It was a wrong policy to 
divide the inhabitant.a of the State into two classes, thereby 
giving them divided interest& Under 81loh circumstances there 
ooald be no true prosperity. Only by pulling together in one 
direction could the true prosperity of the State be secured, a 
proeperity that would make the nation respected at home and 
feared abroad. Thie could be the case only if all the inhabi~t.a 
were allowed to bear the burden of the State, if all were equally 
allowed to take part in and share the responsibilities of the 
Government. That was the reason why they had again been 
called together, to urge upon Government to recognise the right.a 
of the people who have laboured diligently, and who have done 
everything to prove them88lves good citizens. 

What was the position at present P Government was afraid 
that the so-called new-comers in the State would make common 
caue with people out.aide, to the detriment of the independence of 
the Republic. That fear was, however, wholly without founda
tion. He, for one, was utterly opposed to any out.aide help. They 
wanted to develop the resources of thia country, and that they 
were quite capable to do without any assistance from the out.aide. 
But thia apprehension on the part of the Government produced a 
somewhat anomalous if not dangero118 state of affairs. The 
preeent state of things might be likened to an inverted pyramid, 
which threatened every minute to topple down beca1188 it had not 
swlioient 8Upport. That danger came from above, where the 
weight is. Let the pyramid be placed upon a broad and sound 
foundation, that is, the will of the people, and all would be safe. 
The one great question before them at thia juncture, the one 
point they mu.et hold in view, was to get their right.a as citizens 
acknowledged and granted them. They got a good deal of advice 
from all quarters. People were advising the Union to do this, 
that, and the other, and to try for all sort.a of things. But their 
tint object was to secure the franchise, so that they might be 
enabled to take part in the making of the laws of the country so 
that they might be good for all Other object.a there were also, 
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which should be sought after, but it would be a mist.ake for the 
Union t.o strive for them now, be.fore too main point is settled. 

The water question was one which affected Johannesburg 
alone, and while he, personally, might give his support to 
Johannesburg with regard to this particular subject, yet he did 
not think it was one of the questions which should be advocated 
from a National Union platform. Another person had suggested 
t.o him that it was the duty of the National Union t.o interfere in 
the question of smallpox. He replied that, as far as he could eee, 
the smallpox had nothing whatever to do with the question of 
securing the franchise and good government {laughter), but lay 
within the province of other citizens, who would doubtleea do their 
duty, and at the same time look after their own interest&. 
Some one else thought it was the province of the Union t.o take 
some interest in the Swazieland question. Well, it was for the 
very reason that he took some interest in this country that he 
thought it was not advisable that the National Union should 
display any active interest in the Swazieland question. The 
matter had been discussed by the President and the Governor of 
the Cape Colony at Oolesberg. What actually took place at the 
Conference had not transpired, and the public were informed by 
the press that another interview on the subject was t.o be held in 
Pretoria. He thought, therefore, that it would ill become the 
members of the National Union, as citizens of this Republic, 
while the matter was under discussion with his Honour the 
President, and while he was endeavouring t.o secure Swazieland 
under the best terms, to interfere. Should they do so they would 
in all probability only be hampering the President, and preventing 
him from attaining hie object. It was the duty of the National 
Union, in his opinion, to confine themselves t.o the one particular 
object which interested every new-comer into the country, from 
the extreme borders of the Transvaal to its very centre, viz., 
that each resident in the Republic should receive the franchise-
and no other extraneous matters should at present be allowed to 
interfere with that great object they all had in view. He 
thought if they bore that in mind they would see that there was no 
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reason whatever that should preclude any man from becoming a 
member of the Union, irrespective of all minor difierences of 
opinion that might exist among certain sections of the public with 
regard to other questions. 

By their presence there that evening it was proved that they 
took a deep interest in that matter ; and he felt oonfident that if 
the Union continued to urge their claims upon the Government 
that they would eventually induce them to grant the new-comers 
eome measure of relief. (Applause.) It was not to be thought of 
for a moment that they would succeed in one effort. They must 
be prepared to go on and on until they finally did succeed, and 
that was the reason they were asked, in the last resolution which 
would be proposed, that they should send a deputation to Pretoria 
to lay the matter once more before the President and the 
Executive, in order that they might be enabled to eee that the 
new-comers intended to ask and ask until they got what they 
wanted. (Applause.) He, personally, was of opinion that the 
President himself would by this time see the necessity of doing 
something for the Uitlanders, and would bring in a measure 
which would meet with the approval of the majority of the people 
of this country. Then they would all be enabled to welcome the 
incoming population into this State without any fear whatever. 
But if this matter of the franchise were continually shelved by 
the Government, and the population went on increasing without 
the Constitution being placed on a broad and satisfactory buia, 
nothing but trouble could ensue, to the disadvantage of every one 
in the State. (Applause.) 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, and 
with applause. 

THE BALLOT. 

Mr. St. John Carr then moved the following resolution:-
• That this meeting is of opinion that any measure for the 

extension of the franchise should be accompanied by a 
Ballot Act, to be applicable at least to all mining centres, 
and further, that the naturalisation fee should be reduced 
from £5 to 5s., so as to be within the reach of all classes.' 
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He aid it would be noticed that the Ballot Act the Union 
advocated provided that it should be made applicable at least t.o 
all mining centres ; and it might be desirable to explain to the 
meeting why they had formulated their request in that manner. 
They had to take into consideration the prejudices which were 
aid to exist among the burgher population to the application of 
any 81lch Act among themselves. And, as a matter of fact, there 
was really no urgent necessity for 81lch an Act as far as they ( the 
burghers) were concerned. With regard to the mining centres it 
was very different. There numbers of people were employed, and 
it was desirable, in fact necessary, that they should have an 
opportunity of availing themselves of 81lch protection as the Ballot 
Act would provide. The resolution he proposed would, he 
thought, also serve the purpose of meeting a widespread objec
tion that had been raised, viz., that any extension of the franchiae 
that the Union advocated, without a simultaneous passing of the 
Ballot Act, would have the effect of placing preponderating power 
in the hands of employers of labour, who might exercise undue 
influence on the enfranchised voter. And, secondly, it would 
serve to refute the sinister aspersion that had been breathed that 
the National Union had purposely refrained from taking up the 
question of the Ballot Aot, ao that opportunities might remain for 
the employers of labour to exercise that undue influence. He 
thought he need hardly refute such an aspersion cast on thoee 
who were charged with carrying on the work of the National 
Union; the resolution itself answered it, and entirely refuted the 
8118picion he referred to. The ballot was a distinct plank in the 
platform of the National Union. 

If it was questioned why they had not taken thia up as a 
distinct subject before, he might state that they expected and 
looked forward to, in the event of any Franohiae Act being 
passed, that all necessary safeguards would aooompany the passing 
of the Act, so that the people would fully and freely enjoy the 
benefits of the Act. However, for the considerations he alluded 
to, and those he had not mentioned, they had decided to press for 
the granting of a Ballot Act at the same time as the extension of 
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the Franchiae Act, and in doing that carry out the programme 
&tarted by their organization and their platform ; that is, they 
desired to obtain for all claeeee of the country equal rights, and 
that without trenching on the rights of the older population of 
the country. They said that the Ballot Act would prove a good 
and desirable safeguard in aecuring freedom and purity of 
election, and, moreover, would eneu.re the free, unfettered expres
sion of the will of the people. (Hear, hear.) It wae to the will 
of the people that they looked ae the foundation of the Govern
ment of the country, which should rest upon the principle which 
underlaid all their efforts, that they wished the will of the people 
to take the position it ought in the Government of the country. 
Although they found a big officer in the State who from time to 
time emphatically proclaimed that principle, there wae, strange to 
say, considerable hesitation displayed in the application of the 
principle aa far 88 the major portion of the population wae con
cerned. (Hear, hear.) He thought that wae what they main
tained, that good government should rest upon the will of the 
people. The knowledge that proceeded from the hearts and the 
will of the people oould alone enable the wisdom of the Legis
lature to direct its power 88 it should do. The three elements, 
knowledge, wisdom, and power, were the three eeeential elements 
in a good government. If one of these elements wae mieeing or 
defective, good government could not result. If they looked at 
the past struggles of the people they would eee that knowledge, 
wisdom, and power had proved eucceeaful. Whenever these had 
been wanting, their efforts had proved unavailing and not in
structive, destruction and revolution had resulted. (Cheera.) If 
thoae present took the caae of the country, they found they had 
the Raad to represent wisdom. (Laughter.) They had the 
President and the Executive Council to represent power; but it 
could not be said that they ( the President, Executive Council, and 
the Raad) had the knowledge which wae the mind and will of the 
people. Only a small eeotion, the minority, were empowered to 
give effect to the public will in the Legislature. The result was 
that the major portion of the population wae cut off from the 
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political page, and the effect on government and legislation wu 
such as he need not describe to any one there. 

Now, it was to remedy these dangerous effects that they were 
set upon, and in that work they claimed to have the 8Upport of 
every right-minded and honest man in the country. (Cheers.) 
The resolution he proposed to them was a means to that end, for ii 
sought to supply the principle that they wanted to establish there, 
that the Government should rest upon the will of the people, to 
take up that position in the State necessary to establish good 
government in the country. They wanted the Legislature to 
have the benefit of the knowledge that proceeded from the heart.a 
and minds and will of the people. The people would then obtain 
all the benefits of a Government, as it would then rest on right 
principles. These reasons had been expressed over and over again, 
and had obtained credence throughout the world. He had 
endeavoured to show that night that on the score of expediency 
this resolution was also worthy of consideration. The question he 
asked them to arrive at was that, strong in the justice of this 
request, they were determined to demand and insist upon a sa.ti&
factory reply. (Hear, hear.) There had been time enough for 
the consideration of the altered position of the affairs of the 
country, and ample time for the realisation of the fact that this 
position should be considered without delay. The people had 
faithfully rendered to the State what was due to the State, and 
the time had come when the State should faithfully render to the 
people what was due to the people. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. D. Holt said it was with extreme pleasure that he accepted 
the responsibility of supporting the resolution before the meeting. 
The question of ballot was undoubtedly one of the most important 
subjects that had been brought before the people by the Com• 
mittee of the National Union. Whether it was advisable to make 
the question of the extension of the franchise to the Uitlander 
contingent on naturalisation, or to allow the Uitlander to stand 
on his own basis, was a matter of opinion ; but to his mind the 
question of the franchise and the ballot should stand foremost in 
the programme of every political society. The essence of true 
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h'berty undoubt.edly st.ood· on free and independent opinions, and 
true liberty could only exist by giving every man a right t.o 
record his vote without endangering his livelihood or his life; 
The ballot W88 the only means by which both could be secured. 
The English Government, although a sovereignty, was recognised 
as the most liberal government in Europe, because it does every
thing t.o safeguard the liberty and independence of the people in 
the matter of voting. Many people contended that if a man 
wished t.o adopt a certain platform he should do so in an open 
manner. He would agree with that were it not that freedom of 
speech or action oftentimes endangered a man's prospects. Man 
was born t.o rule, but when capital and influence were brought t.o 
bear on him, it frequently endangered his livelihood and pros
pects. There waa one thing he would like t.o impress upon them 
with regard t.o the ballot. As an old Kimberley resident, he wu 
6rmly convinced that if the people of the Diamond Fields had 
had the ballot as they demanded years ago, Kimberley would not 
now stand in the miserable position which she does. He hoped, 
therefore, that the people of J ohanneeborg would see t.o it, that 
the same thing did not follow here, by doing their utmost t.o 
obtain the ballot, and so secure that freedom of expressing their 
desires at elections which W88 their birthright, without having t.o 
submit t.o the voice of the employer. As an employer, he might 
say that he trusted the people, and he hoped they would do all in 
their power t.o take away from employers the possibility of being 
able t.o interfere with their freedom of voting at elections. 
(Appla11.Be.) He had much pleasure in supporting the proposition 
before the meeting. 

A. w ORKING MAN SPEAKS. 

Mr. Raitt also supported the motion, and said he desired t.o 
express what he believed t.o be the opinion of the working men 
on that distinctly working man's question-the ballot. He 
believed that the attitude of the working men regarding that 
most important question, and the other questions agit.ated by the 
National Union t.o-day, was the same as when the National Union 
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was started. They were determined to have their right.a and 
privileges, and at the same time to loyally uphold the indepen
dence of the State. He was of opinion that the working cl.asia 
would hold on to this object with dogged tenacity until it had 
been attained. He did not know how any working man could 
withhold his 8Upport from the National Union, because it seemed 
to him that if any one would be benefited by the carrying out of 
the programme of that body, it was the working claaeee. He 
could only say, if, under the new rdgime they were asking for, the 
working claaeee were not the strongest body, it would be their 
own fault. (Applause.) He supported the franchise, because he 
believed it was the beet thing for all parties concerned. In the 
first instance, he had not the slighteet hesitation in saying he 
believed it the beet thing for the Boen. (Applause.) He waa 
bound to respect the Boers to a considerable extent, not 80 much 
perhaps for what they were at present, but for what they were 
capable of becoming. (Loud laughter.) He had not had the 
pleasure of being so intimately acquainted with the Boers of this 
country as other gentlemen who had preceded him on the plat
form, but he had lived with the burghers of the Cape Colony. 
He knew their social prejudices had been nearly done away with, 
and that there was little or no difierence between the Boer 
farmers of the Cape Colony and their British neighbours. If 
there was any difierence it was that the Boer, if anything, waa 
more intelligent, more civilised. (Loud laughter.) This state
ment he was prepared to support by adducing a fact. (Oh, oh.) 
During the time when he was among these Boer farmers there 
was an election for the Cape Government Legislature. Among 
the candidates that were brought forward was one who pledged 
himself to support the most conservative me&81lres. He waa 
ignominiously kept at the bottom of the poll, whereas the other 
candidate, who was of a progreeeive nature, was placed at the top 
of the poll by the Boers. (A voice: 'What part P ') It was in 
the Queenetown district in June, 1891, 80 far as he recollected. 
(Applause.) He believed the beaetting ein of the Boers in this 
country was their conaervatiam, and if it was pereisted in would 
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be their min. If they would adopt a wiser policy, and admit 
the new-comers with them into the franchise, it would certainly 
be their aalvation, and instead of being backward and ignorant, 
they would be in a few years one of the most forward and pro
gressive nations on the face of the earth. (ApplaUBe.) To come 
more particularly to the question that concerned himself and hi.a 
fellows, he believed if the meaeuree they were advocating became 
law, if the reforms the National Union was agitating for became 
the law of the State, the statue of the working man in the 
Transvaal would be very much better that it was to-day. (Hear, 
hear.) 

He regretted to say there was a feeling among some of the 
working classes against the personnel of the members of the 
Committee of the Transvaal Union. (Hear, hear.) Whether it 
was on good grounds or bad grounds, he was not prepared to eay. 
Personally, he had very little sympathy with it, but he held that 
argument was no reason at all for them abstaining from support
ing those measures. (Applause.) If there were working men 
who really believed there were certain persons in the Union who 
were working for selfish ends, with a political object, apparently 
it was more neceeeary to obtain the franchise so that they might 
have power to defeat their object. (Applause.) They should 
support the resolution and get the ballot, so that no influence 
could curtail their liberties. Mr. Holt had said that the ballot 
would secure independence of voting to the working man, but 
this was an opinion from which he difiered. He thought that on 
the Rand there were a good number of working men who would 
vote according to their convictions, no matter what the employers 
might say or do, and if any one dared to interfere, they would 
most likely tell the meddler to mind his own bueinees in language 
more forcible than elegant. Nevertheless, working men should 
secure the ballot, so as to protect their weaker comrades against 
intimidation. .As to the National Union, he could only say that 
if they carried out the generous policy sketched out by them, 
they would have the cordial support of the working men. 
(Loud applause.) 
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Mr. Sh.anka, another Labour-Unionist, followed in the eame 
strain. 

This resolution was alao carried without opposition. 

TARIFF. 

Mr. W. Hosken said the resolution he had been asked to 
propoee W88 88 follows :-

' That this meeting earnestly directs the attention of the 
Government to the oppressive and unequal nature of the 
existing Customs Tariff, more especially 88 it bears upon 
the necessaries of life, and respectfully requests the 
Government to introduce the required meuuree of relief 
and adjustment in the Volkaraad, at an early date during 
the present 8888ion.' 

He then proceeded to read a number of extraota from newe
papers and other publications bearing on the B11bject in hand. 
In this State, he said, although we claimed to be under a 
Republican form of government, the mode of t.axation was about 
as widely divergent from such a form of government as it wu 
poeaible to be ; and although for the present purpose he waa 
willing to admit that through the Custom Houee might be 
found the readiest means for obtaining the revenue for the 
government of the State, yet he held that the tari1f aa it at 
present stood was manifestly unjust and unfair, and particularly 
10 with regard to the working-class portions of the community. 
He would like to point out that in the first place the Transvaal 
waa not an agricultural nor a manufacturing country, but essen
tially a mining country, and from an industrial and exporting 
etandpoint it was nothing more. It could not even provide 
auflioient food for the inhabitants, whether black or white, and the 
only right policy for the State was to study the one great. 
industry-the backbone of the country, and remove every obstacle 
from the path of that industry. What, however, did they find 
waa the action of the Government towards that ind'Ultry P They 
found that exC888ive duties were placed on articles of oonsumptiOD 
necessary to that industry ; and, worse still, they found most pro-
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lu"bitive duties plaoed on food-stuffs necesaary for the workers in 
t.hia induatry. 

For instance, the it.em of cement, which costs in Portland 
about Oa. 6d. per cask, and which could be laid down in Johannes
burg at 41a. t.o 428. per cask, without special duty-they found 
Uie Government had placed a tax of 20,. per cask on that 
moat necessary article. With regard t.o coke, which at home only 
ooet 40& per t.on, the Government had put an extra duty of no 
lem than £o per t.on on this almost indispenaable article-in order 
t.o aid the local induatry. (Laught.er.) As t.o food-stuffs, an even 
more iniquit.oua state of affairs was found, for flour that costs in 
Australia about £10 per t.on is taxed by the Government t.o the 
extent of 80 per cent. on the original cost of the article. Such a 
tax was unprecedented in the hist.ory of the civilised world. 
Bacon was also taxed t.o the extent of 200 per cent. and so on, he 
might say, throughout the whole commercial gamut. Yet in 
1pite of everything the pat.ernal Government of this Republic 
put a duty of 7½ per cent. on flour, and on t.op of that a special 
duty of 25,. per 100 lbs. The Government crowned its efforts in 
this direction, however, by the duty put on fresh eggs. First 
oomes the general tax of 7½ per cent., and after that the special 
duty of 6d. per dozen. That was the policy of the Government, 
aooepted by the Vollwaad. The strongest exp1'888ion of disap
proval they could frame to condemn this state of things would 
not be out of keeping. With regard t.o manufactures the case 
wu equally bad. It was well known that the Government here 
were strong protectionists. Protection had, however, been proved 
a failure in Australia and America, where they had been trying 
t.o bolster up their industries by protectionist tariffs. The conse
quence had been, however, failure and disaster instead of success 
and prosperity. He regretted that the one newspaper which had 
oertainly in other respects and particularly regarding the franchise 
question, spoken with good sense, supported the Government in 
t.hia baneful policy. And yet the worst had still t.o be t.old. Not 
only did the Government fleece and cripple the one legitimate 
industry of the country for the alleged purpoee of supporting 
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half-a-dozen fictitioua and non-existent onee, but they built up a 
large surplus out of the trade of the country. He t.hought he 
had said enough to induce them all to aupport the reaolution now 
before the meeting. 

Mr. W. P. Fraser, in seconding the reaolution, pointed out 
that the question of taution had been adopted aa one of t.he 
leading planks in the platform of the National Union. He t.hen 
quoted from the State accounts for 1892 to show that the Wit
watersrand Goldnelds contributed more than one-half of t.he 
entire revenue derived from import dues during that year, and 
paid one-half of the entire revenue of t.he telegraph service, and 
concluded by stating that the people were not represented, and 
did not receive adequate consideration at the hands of the 
Government. 

A KNOCK FOR THB NBTHBRLAIU>S. 

Mr. Harry Solomon, in aupporting the motion, at the outset of 
his remarks referred to a few paragrapha that had appeared in 
the papers concerning the National Union. It had been aaid 
there were certain differences of opinion among the members of 
the Committee. He would like to take this opportunity of •ying 
that in all unions and associations all over the world they would 
find certain differences of opinion as regarded detail, but on the 
main questions, the great principles of the National Union, they 
were agreed-there was ;no difference of opinion. (Applauae.) 
The great principles that were their foundation were, first of all, 
the franchise. That had been remarked upon. The next great 
principle was the principle that when tues were levied upon t.he 
inhabitants of any country, that one particular section of the 
inhabitants should not pay the tax, and the remaining portion go 
scot-free. These two great principles, with the one alao of the 
maintenance of the independence of this Republic, were t.heir 
foundation, and there were no differences of opinion on these 
points. The question of taxation was a great one. The :franchise 
was a great question alao, and perhaps it was to a oertain extent 
a sentimental one. But this question of taxation was one that 
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affected their pocket.a, and that perhaps was the great.est question 
of all. (Laughter, and hear, hear.) It had been said, one of the 
reaaona why the Government passed thoae iniquitous measures of 
tantion was that they wished to protect the old inhabitant.a of 
the country. They had been called new-comers, but they were 
new-comers no longer. How could the Government for one 
moment say they wished to protect the inhabitant.a of this 
country by paaaing such iniquito118 measures P They would find 
they were taxing, not only the ao-called new-comers, but a large 
proportion of the burghers of this country, because many were 
not in a poeition to grow cereals on their own farms, and they 
had to come into town to buy them in shops at prices which had, 
of course, taxes upon them. He thought they would agree that 
the Government of this country and the old inhabitant.a had had a 
warm time of it that evening, but he claimed for the burghers of 
this country they were not too conservative. They were intelli
gent, but the unfortunate part was their judgment was warped by 
the people in power, and because no opportunity was given those 
people to come and see us and know us as we would like . 
.Another grievance was that the majority of the members of the 
Volksraad had never been in Johannesburg. He believed it 
would be better for the Government of this country if the 
members of the Volksraad would come here and spend a few 
days with us and see what our wants are. (Hear, hear.) If that 
policy was followed by the members of the Volksraad, a better 
state of affairs would exist. 

There was one question which affected them all, and that wu 
the question of the Netherlands Railway, and he would like to say 
a few words on that. (Loud applause.) He had always held that 
one of the most iniquitous things among the many this Govern
ment had done had been the granting of concessions, and the 
concession of the Netherlands Railway he believed the most 
iniquitous of all. (Applause.) Supposing for argument's sake 
the Government took away the tax on cereals, they were taxed 
all the same, because the Netherlands Company charged such a 
prohibitive, such an exorbitant rate from the borders of this 
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eoantry to the different town.a, and he ooaJd not undentand how 
the Government did not insist ander the t.erma of the concesaiClll 
that the rates should be lowered. Whether they took oerNla, 
bait, sheep, or any material thing they liked, the rate wu a 
prohibitive one, and the extraordinary part was the Netherlands 
people, for their own benefit, could not see by lowering the ratee 
they would have at least twelve times the amount of traffic Oil 

their line. He waa sure if the rates charged by the N etherlanda 
Company for the conveyance of goods were lowered to a legitimate 
nte they would make at least twelve times the profit they were 
making at present. (Hear, hear.) Take the rate on ooal-3d. a 
mile. The thing waa ab8Ul'd. H they charged ld. a ton per 
mile, they would carry three times the amount, and the reductioa 
would pay handsome dividends to the minea. Not only was the 
nte bad, but he thought the management of the Company was a 
good deal worse. (Appla1188.) Nothing he could say would be 
~ bad. There was no bad management in any part of the 
world, in any particular bll8inese he could name, that waa equalled 
by the bad management of the Netherlands Railway. To give a 
minor instance. If they went to the Park Station and aaked for a 
return ticket for Pretoria, even if they wanted to pay the full 
rate, they could not give it. (Laughter and hear, hear.) If euch 
a email thing aa that waa truq, it waa not necessary for him to go 
more fully into the bad management. They should remove the 
Board of Management from Amsterdam to the Transvaal, and 
then there might be some chance of having a grasp of the 
aituation. 

There waa one thing more the Government should do, and 
that was to buy the Netherlands people out. It was a shame 
that the people here should pay these rates, and all the other 
money, which went out of the country into the pockets of 
foreigners. The buying up of the oonceseion would become a 
necessity some time or other in any caae, and the present oppor
tunity should therefore not be neglected. The sooner the 
Government took po88888ion of the railway and ended thia 
mieman1Lgement the better it would be for the whole country. 
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Generally speaking, he was of opinion that if the old inhabitants 
of the OOUD.try knew them a little bett.er, mixed and moved 
&mODg them and grew to understand them, they would soon 6nd 
the ne'W-comers asked only for what was theirs by right. One of 
thoee righta wu that the taxation should be borne by all alike 
and equally. If any particular aeotion was favoured, the COl188-

q11811N8 could not be good. If the President and those in power 
would treat them with justice, they would aeaist in the good 
government of the country, and the result would be for the 
benefit of all (Applauae.) 

Thie reaolution also met with the unanimous support of the 
meeting. 

M:r. R. A. Bettington then moved the concluding resolution, 
• follows:-

' That theee reaolutiona be conveyed by a deputation from the 
members of the Committee to the Executive without 
delay, asking them to declare urgency, and deal with 
theae matters in the present aeaaion of the Volkaraad.' 

There was only one point, he thought, to be dealt upon, and 
that wu with regard to the duty of the deputation, who should 
be urged and commissioned to speak to the Government in no 
falt.ering tones or hesitating manner as to the immediate necea
•~ of the Government acceding to the moat moderat.e demands 
they would be commissioned to make on behalf of the National 
Union. (Applause.) 'We are simply weary of this waiting,' he 
oontinued. ' The aea is tired of groaning under hie burden.' 
(Bear, hear.) 'I think I can speak for myaelf.' (Loud laughter.) 
'And I think I can answer for you.' (Renewed !aught.er, in 
which the whole house heartily joined.) 'Week after week, 
month after month, year after year, we have been wearied by thia 
vague and idiotic treatment-in fact, we have been treated woree 
than a pack of school-boys. There is not one single boys' school 
in England that would have tolerated the restrictions that we 
have been put under, but, in spite of what we had to endure, we 
have carried out our programme faithfully to the end without 
int.erfering with the Government. But the time has now arrived 
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when we must put our foot down, and tell the Govemment that 
we are not prepared to wait any longer is this matter. For 
myself, I have the greatest objection to inffammat~ry epeechea; I 
am a man of peace. (Laughter.) But there is a limit to human 
endurance, and I think that limit baa now been reached with 
regard to thia question. And I hope by the unanu:noua ID&DJler 
in which you will receive thia resolution that you will show the 
Executive that it is their duty, in carrying out their inatractiom, 
to let the Government know that the time for waiting is put, and 
the Government must make up their minds to meet us now.' 
(Loud applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Rogers seoonded the resolution, and waa of opinim 
that the Union oould not do better than select the same gentlemen 
to form the deputation who proceeded to Pretoria the last time 
in that capacity ; and trusted that in the event of their being 
appointed they would adopt the same attitude with the Govern
ment aa on the previous occasion. ' We were firm,' continued 
the speaker, 'and told the Government we wanted the franchiae, 
and we meant to get it.' (A Voice: 'But you didn't get it J' and 
laughter.) However, they meant to get it before long, and if 
they continued to ask for it the Government would at last have to 
comply. Mr. Solomon was of opinion that if the members of the 
Volkaraad were to visit Johannesburg more frequently and become 
acquainted with the inhabitants that they would be inclined to act 
in a more liberal spirit towards the Uitlanders. To such a propo
sition he would say,' God forbid!' for on a certain occasion after 
a visit to Johannesburg paid by some of the members of the 
Volksraad, when approached on the subject of a reduction of 
imposts they replied,-

' Nie t Allemagtig t Die kerels is allemaal rijk; hulle kan betaal.' 

(' No, by Jove t These chaps are all rich; they can pay.') 
(Laughter and applause.) The time would oome, however, when 
'we' will be in that place (the Raad) and 'they' will be out of it. 
(Applause). 

The resolution was then put, and carried nnanimQualy. 
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0oNCLUBI01', 

The Chairman said it only remained for him to declare the 
meeting cloeed, that was to eay, it waa adjourned until they were 
called together once more to diecll88 some other subject.a, when he 
truted they would meet with the same unanimity that had been 
diaplayed that evening. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Rose 
(Vice-President of the Labour Union), and unaniroo118ly ac
corded, brought a aomewhat lengthy but interesting meeting to 
a conclusion. 
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REPORT 

From 'Star,' Johannesburg,July 21st, 1894. 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

GREAT MASS MEETING.-THE VOICE OF THE RAND. 

MR. LEONARD'S ELOQUENT SPEECH. 

MR. WESSELS' SPLENDID PROTEST. 

THE FATAL THIRTEEN. 

IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS. 

THE Chairman: Men of Johannesburg, before I introduce 
the business of our meeting, I wish to addreBS a few words 
by way of earnest appeal to you to maintain order. (Hear, hear.) 
We do not wish any disorder in the proceedings of this meeting, 
because if we had any it would be the first occasion on which 
there had been disorder at a meeting of the National Union. 
(Hear, hear.) I therefore appeal to you to assist the Chairman in 
endeavouring to preserve order throughout the assembly. (Hear, 
hear.) Before going further, I should like to read a telegram 
which has been received this evening officially from Pretoria. 
I do not mean from the Government, but to us as a Union, and 
it is to the effect that the political prisoners, who have now been 
released, will be here by next Wednesday's coach. Now, gen
tlemen, I have one word more to say by way of introduction 
before I make my plunge in mediaJJ res, and that is to explain why 
we have not been able to put off this meeting, in order that you 
might be free to go and have the treat of listening to that 
charming singer, MiBB MacIntyre. This meeting, as you are 
aware, has been frequently postponed, and we had made all our 
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arrangement.a before we knew, from the Caledonian Society, that 
the concert was fixed for this evening. Much as we should like 
to have been able to give you the pleasure, and to have it our
selves, of listening to that charming singer, we felt we could not 
consent to put off this meeting longer. (Hear, hear.) After an 
interval of eight or ten months, we are met once more in the old 
familiar place, surrounded by the old familiar faces, and, I regret 
to say, to discl188 the old familiar theme of our political dis
abilities. (Hear, hear.) 

Gentlemen, you remember on the occasion of our last meeting 
that a new line of policy was laid down, and explained in an 
eloquent manner by Mr. Leonard, as to the procedure we intended 
to adopt in the interval. The previous year of our existence as a 
Union was spent, as you know, in endeavouring to obtain public 
opinion on our side, and in endeavouring to form that opinion. 
I do not think that year was badly spent, because we saw as the 
result of it a very much larger interest taken in public affairs. 
Political meetings that used to be dissolved in Mr. Meyer' s time 
were attended by crowds, and a large amount of intelligence was 
displayed in finding out, in ascertaining the proceedings of the 
Government and the Volk.sraad, and in making ourselves ac
quainted with the laws that were being passed. At the end of 
that period we found it necesaary to adopt a change of front, and 
for the last eight or ten months the Union has been spending 
itself in much more moderate procedure, but no less useful. By 
means of pamphlet.a, by means of the preBB, by means of cor
respondence, we have addressed the Dutch Boer of the country, 
who, after all, is the great power-holder to whom the supreme 
appeal m11Bt be made. We have endeavoured to educate them as 
to our grievances in simple and homely Du~h language, ap
pealing to their common sense. We have pointed out the in
cidence of taxation upon us ; the iniquity of concessions ; the 
many grievances of a political character which we have all 
suffered from ; and above all our need as to the franchise in being 
represented in the councils of the country. (Cheers.) In ad
dition to that work a good deal of another kind has been done in 
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examining the laws as they appeared in the Gazette. Sub
Committees sat upon them, adjusted, and report.eel upon them to 
the Committ.ee, and we were thll8 able at our own political 
meetings to bring an amount of int.elligence upon that subject 
which we did not before possess. In addition to educating the 
burgher of the country, we endeavoured to ascertain his own 
views by means of correspondence in the varioll8 towns and dia
tricts of this country, and we have been able to ascertain the views 
of the country population, thll8 bringing the new and the old 
population into touch with each other. 

That does not appear a very heroic or grand programme, but 
it is a very useful one. It is necessary if we are to educate the 
people of the country as to our disabilities and encourage them to 
take our side of the question, and it is bound, eooner or later, to 
come to the front. We should make it appear that with regard to 
the National Union the membership baa inoreaaed by thousands. 
(Prolonged cheering.) The Executive Committee that waa ee
lected and appointed permanently, met to discuss the variou 
political events of the Transvaal. 

So much for the work that baa been done. Now as to the 
general and important measures undertaken by the Committee. 
We prepared a memorial, a petition to the Government, asking 
for the granting of the franchise. That memorial was signed by 
13,000 inhabit.ants of the Rand. Now, gentlemen, that was an 
important document, and the reception it received at the hands of 
the Volbraad has marked an important epoch in the political 
history of this country. I propose, for a very short time, to 
direct your attention to the contents of that document. First of 
all, I should like to point out that the numeroll8 signatures to 
that document prove two things. First of all, the earneatnesa of 
the people-the real underlying desire of the people to poeeesa the 
franohiee-and, secondly, that the Transvaal National Union wu 
not dead or inert. It has been sometimes said to me, ' What is 
the use of bothering about politics P Attend to your daily work, 
go to your mines and those things; let politioa take care of them
aelvee.' Now it appear• to me that is not a very earnest view 
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to take of public affairs. It may be all very well in settled 
oountries, where the form of government is well understood, and 
where it is buried deep in the heart of the people, and where 
ihere is a large leisured class t.o devote themselves t.o studying 
public questions ; though, democrat as I am, I think the people 
ahould take an interest in the political affairs of any country, 
eapecially a country like this, where our political principles are 
in a state of solution. It is virtually neoeesary for every man to 
interest himself in the public affairs of the country in which he 
lives. Well, gentlemen, the Transvaal National Union presented 
$bat memorial. It was signed by 13,000 persons, and the Trans
vaal National Union is not ashamed of the action which it took. 
It is proud of it. Those 13,000 persons were men anxious t.o 
take an interest in the affairs of the country, and those persons 
who signed the petition were well aware of what they did. They 
were taking an important step, and that step was for the good of 
the country. 

Now let us see what we asked for in the petition. In the first 
place we agreed t.o take the oath of allegiance t.o this State, and 
that is an important departure. We cannot be eubjects of two 
States at one time. We must be the 8Ubjects of one State, and 
that is laid down as a principle of the National Union. As a 
first principle, the National Union, in its petition, said we were 
willing t.o take the oath of allegiance t.o the South African Re
public. In the second place we were willing t.o agree t.o a 
moderate property qualification, and in the third place t.o a per
manent residential clause. These then are the principles we put 
forward: the oath of allegiance, the property qualification (a 
moderate one), and the permanent residential clause. Now I 
think these are reasonable demands, and I think they should have 
'been considered. We did not expect t.o get all we asked for all 
at onoe, but we did think our petition would receive respectful 
oomideration. It was respectfully worded and moderate in its 
demand& Now who are these 13,000 men who signed the 
petition P They are of all c1aeees. There is the miner who risks 
his life in the bowela of the earth searching for gold, there is the 
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financier, the mechanic, and, in fact, every claas of inhabitant of 
the town. And what have they done for the country P I might 
say, as it is said of Westminster Abbey, if you look for our 
monuments, look around you. These men dug into the earth for 
the wealth of the country. They made the place what it is, 
although they found it a howling wilderness. These were the 
men who had come from all quarters of the glo~from Aae
tralia, America, Europe, and Africa itself-men who had come to 
this Stat.e to stay, not men who had come to make their money 
and go away, as has frequently been said (applause)-men who had 
brought to the State all their own institutions, their churches and 
clubs and hospitals, men who had come to make their homee here. 
(Cheers.) These were the men who had signed the petition. 
(ApplaW!e.) 

Gentlemen, we hear a great deal about the old V oortrekken. 
(Hear, hear.) What did they do P They did a great deal. 
gentlemen. They reclaimed this land from the barbarian and 
the wild beast. (Hear, hear.) But what has the new ~r
trekker done in his turn P (Applauae.) He has brought energy 
and life and wealth to the State, to build up its prosperity 
and establish the hives of industry that now exist here {applaue); 
and has brought about a realisation, I was almost going to •Y, 
of the wildest dreams of avarice. (Applause.) Above all, gen
tlemen, let us consider who these men were politically. (Hear, 
hear.) They were the aubjects of that Power which has per
formed one of the most magnanimous acts of modern history, the 
Power that in the hour of defeat gave back its independence to 
the State which now refuses the franchise to its subjects. (Hear, 
hear, and applause.) All these were the men who signed that 
petition, and their petition should have had a very different 
reception. (Cheers.) I confess that when I read of the reception 
which had been accorded to the petition, my usual cheerfal 
optimism disappeared from view, and my heart sank like lead. 
I felt that here at last was a parting of the ways. (Hear, hear.) 
I saw very little hope, and great difficulty in getting a little 
light into our political dilemma. And I saw different treatment 
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accorded the Dutch in other colonies, their demand for equal 
rights conceded, parliamentary rights granted, and the Dut.eh 
language grant.eel a place in the schools in the Cape Colony. 
When I tell you that Sir Henry de Villiers and the Hon. J. H. 
Hofmeyer, those two eminent politicians, are Dutchmen, you will 
better understand this. In the other colonies, and in America, 
there are no race distinctions. (Applause.) Whatever nationality 
a man is, as long as he helps the country he is recognised. Aa 
an instance of this, I need only mention the name of Her 
Majesty's representative in Pretoria, Sir Jacob11B de Wet. 
(Cheers.) What we want is the union of the two great European 
races in this country. In the Orange Free State Republic this 
principle has been long recognised. The Chairman of the Volb
nad is an Englishman, or rather I should say, a Sootchman. 
Another leader is Mr. Fletcher, who is a German; and the leader 
of the Educational Department is a Sootchman. I mention thia 
as an instance of the cordiality existing between the Dutch and 
English in those parts of South Africa. 

Now I come to the second great event-at any rate the seoond 
great measure which was taken up by the National Union. That 
was the natural and logical outcome of the rejection of the 
petition by the Volksraad, viz., the address signed by 13,000 
inhabitants. (Applause.) When we found that we were con
tinually regarded as aliens, despite of protest, despite of prayers, 
despite of petitions, that we were not to be allowed to share in 
the government of this State, then we said we m11Bt tllJ'll to the 
representative of our own Sovereign. (Loud applause.) The firat 
petition was signed by thousands, the second by thousands more. 
What we desire is to work our own salvation in our own way. 
That has ever been our programme, and we still desire to do it. 
When we were told that that could not be, we naturally turned to 
the representative of our own Sovereign. (Loud applause.) I 
venture to say that if the first petition had been received in a 
spirit of brotherliness by the Volksraad, if they had held out the 
right hand of fellowship, if they had said, ' Well, we can't give 
you all you ask for, but if you are patient we will consider your 

269 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN BOOTH AJ'RIOA. 

demands,' then the aeoond address would never have been pn
aent.ed. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 

Now, gentlemen, our position ia clearly defined. We am 
aliens, we are told that we cannot become subjects of the St.at.e.. 
I am not going to refer to the incident which gave rise to the 
present.ation of the address to Sir Henry Loch. You were the 
immediate cause of it when you were commandeered. That ia a 
matter of history. I am not going to speak at length of tho 
eelebrated decision given by the Supreme Court in the matter of 
these prisoners. Aa you are aware, we decided to appeal to the 
courts of the country, and to take the caae before them for 
adjudication. The result of that waa an adverae decision of our 
claims, and thereupon we found that we no longer had any caee 
for courts, but future appeals would have to be made by diplo
matic interventions. Now, that being 80, we are bound by the 
law as it is administered. We profess to be law-abiding citizens, 
and we are content to be 80, While that law ia there we have to 
obey it, and that we will do. But there is one incident which 
occurred in the course of the trial which ia a very imporiant one, 
u bearing upon our position and on the legality of the action of 
the Government. I, appeared to me that the decision of the High 
Court laid down a rule of action and of guidance which confirmed 
an import.ant bulwark to the liberties of all who are aliens in this 
country. I refer to the dictum of the Chief Justice that the High 
Court was open to aliens and to burghers alike in this country to 
eeek redress. Aa you are aware, the question was raised that the 
High Court had no jurisdiction in this commandeering busineea, 
that judgment is so import.ant that I take the liberty of making a 
quot.ation from it to this meeting. The Chief Justice in the course 
of his judgment said it would be a strange state of things indeed 
that subjects of this St.ate were to be denied here what was granted 
in the Cape Colony. Every subject, he said, however mean, would 
be protected by that Court. (Cheers.) These principles underlie 
the three great departments of this State. There is wisdom in 
these remarks, they should be inscn'bed in letters of gold, that 
may be remembered for all time. I am not going to dwell longer 

260 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

upon the incident which gave rile to that decision. There are 
legal gentlemen on the platform this evening who will address 
you, and all I now propose to do is to call on Mr. Leonard to move 
the first resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr. I. W. Leonard, Q.0., who waa received with great cheering, 
moved:-

' That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union, while 
repudiating the unfounded charge made against the Union 
of seeking to undermine the independence of the State, 
hereby protest.a most emphatically against the recent action 
of the Vol.ksraad. First, in respect of it.a action with 
regard to the petition of thirteen thousand inhabitant.a of 
Witwatersrand, praying for the granting of a reasonable 
franchise, and, second, in debarring for all time all 
Uitlanders and their children from possessing the right.a 
of citizena while they continue to bear the chief burd8118 
of the State. This meeting declares that euoh action is 
calculated to retard the union between the old and new 
inhabitant.a which is eeaential to the progress of the 
Republic, and therefore urges upon all who value the 
right.a of citizenship to join the Union in it.a endeavoun 
to obtain thoee right.a which their proved loyalty to the 
State and their services in raising it to it.a present poaition 
of wealth and importance entitle them to demand. And 
this meeting finally pledges itself to continue the !DOit 
strenuous effort.a to obtain from the Government a Con
stitution, based upon democratic principles, and not t.o 
cease such efforts until the desired end baa been obtained.' 

He ea.id : Ladiee and gentlemen, and I am glad indeed that I can 
eay that, for it is an excellent thing to see the interest which the 
ladies take in the proceedings of the U nion-ladiea and gentle
men, I can only ask you to bear with me for a short time while I 
addJ'el8 you upon subject.a which are very dear to my heart, ud, I 
am 8W'8, dear to those men who are looking up t.o this platform 
to-night. It is not necessary for me to repeat the appeal whioh 
the Chairman baa made to you, t.o maintain order, becauae I have 
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all along-and I have all along been in close contact with thoee 
who are called' the mob '-1 have all along said that we can meet 
in lohannesburg and discU88 our political aftain, our future, and 
the destinies of ourselves and those who are coming after us in 
this country, like men imbued with the dignity of the cause we 
are advocating. lohannesburg has kept order, and will always 
keep order as long as it receives justice. (Great cheering.) 
Gentlemen, the first part of the resolution which I have read, 
and which I am going to ask you to adopt, repudiates, in strong 
language, the charges which have been made against us, and all 
who are with us in our cause, of attempting t.o undermine the 
independence of the State. I know that it is not neceeeary for me 
to tell you that we do not meet in public, we do not agitate in 
private, for the purpose of undermining the independence of the 
State ; but it is neceaeary for me, as speaking to an out.aide public 
u well as those who are here to-night, to say something regarding 
thoee charges. Those charges are not made by the timid Boer 
outside, who does not know us-more'e the pity-not by the 
people in Pretoria, but from the men of our own household. 
(Cheers.) They are men who know that those charges are false 
and. buelees. The men who make theee charges are men who 
should stand shoulder t.o shoulder with us, and not make it 
manifest to the world that there is the slightest division in 
thia new population. These men are paid acn"bee ; I do not 
blame them altogether ; they write what they are paid for. 
Theee are the men who send forth to the world these malicious 
falsehoods which make ua appear odious. I know, gentlemen, 
that recent events occurred in this country, in Pretoria notably, 
which have irritated the people of the country, who have not 
re&lly seen with their own eyes what took place. Now, I was 
th,•re, g('ntlemen, and saw the whole thing with my own eyes, and 
I kill you here that every story that bas been spread about the 
t'll,untry to the effect that there was a seditious riot on that 
Ott&,.•~fon is wrong. (Cheers.) What took place is this. There 
,n•re a number of men in Pretoria, and more especially young 
ai 1,l ndtable m<-n, whose feelings had been roused by the occur-
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renoee which had taken place in connection with the com
mandeering. (Cries of ' Quite right.') I do not say whether 
they were right or wrong ; that is for you to say; but, at all 
evente, their feelings had been roused to the highest pitch, and 
theee young men who had been put into the position your Chair
man has deeoribed-their feelings were roused owing to the 
position to which they had been driven, by the hardship and. 
alao the indignity-for there is some indignity-of being com
mandeered; theee young men lost their heads. (Cries of 'No.') 
If you will allow me I will make it very plain to you what I 
mean. I am not saying it was wrong, I am not saying it was 
misplaced, but there were some of them lost their heads so far as 
to do one or two little things which might be construed into an 
insult to the President. (Cheers.) There was no intention, I 
have satisfied myself from personal contact with some of them, 
and from my own view of what took place, I am satisfied there 
wu no more intention to insult the President or hurt the national 
feeling of the Boer, than there is in my mind. But it is out of 
nch incidents as these that stories are manufactured and mischief 
ia created throughout the country. I know I am speaking for 
the men when I say there was no insult meant to the head of the 
State, much lees to the man who, with all his faults as a man, ia 
still the President of the State. (Oheers.) Then it has been said 
of ua that we are Imperialists and Jingoes, and that Rhodes is 
pulling the strings (laughter), and that our only object is, as I 
eaid before, to undermine the independence of the State. Now, 
gentlemen, I tell you ~I am speaking in public in no mis
taken strain-that Mr. Rhodes has no more to do with the 
politics of Johannesburg than a child of two years of age at your 
home. .Mr. Rhodes, I repeat, and this is, of course, private 
information, Mr. Rhodes has large pecuniary interests in con
nection with a leading financial corporation here. I leave it to 
you to say whether implication in financial concerns or connection 
with financial corporation implies any connection with the politics 
of Johannesburg. Mr. Rhodes, has not, I am perfectly certain. 
As to our being Imperialists, let me say a few words about that. 
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People will not remember that the thoaght.e of men are widmel 
by the process of the IUD. ; 1879 and 1880 are not 1883 and ISM, 
and unfortunately the Dutchmen of the oountry won't rem.ember 
that it is not poaaible for the oonditiona of 1879 and 1880 to be 
. restored to-day. They forget that since then South Africa hie 
undergone an absolute revolution in it.a political feelinge an4 
eonditiona. The charge of eeeking to eet.ablish Imperialimt. in 
this country is a charge that it may BUit some malignant writ.en 
~d some public speakers to level at 11& There is no room a 
Imperialism in South Africa. There is room for all the love 11118 

have for the land of our forefathers, but there is no room far 
Imperialism aa an Imperial rule in this oountry. If they haft 
thought that, the speech of Mr. Rhodee some ten years ago ia an 
answer. He said that the Imperialist faotor aa lmperialiam mua 
be eliminated from South Africa. We have mixed 1'8008 here, and 
there is no room for Imperialism. I wish it to be underetood tbM 
I speak for the Union. and every charge that is made aa to our 
Jingoism, Imperialism and our Rhodesian principles, I hurl back 
at them. We have our programme before us, and we have nev• 
worked from any such principlee aa thoee. There is one incident 
eonneeted with this history, gentlemen-I am trying to be abort, 
but sometimes one's words run away with him when he feels 
strongly upon a subject-there is one incident connected with thia 
incident aa I said, which I cannot pass by, as a South African of 
South Africans, without a word of emphatic protest. I refer to 
the short debate which took place in the Cape Parliament recently, 
and apropos of what P It waa a dast.erdly attack upon a man who 
had served hie country loyally. (Cheers.) I want you, gentleana_ 
to give me your support, when I say that the Cape Parliament W 
better leave us alone. (Hear, hear:) I know them. Gentlemen, 
I know the members of the Cape Parliament, I know their ante
cedent.a, and know what they are. There are amongst them mm 
who would be traitors to their own fleah and blood, men wlto 
would inflict an injury upon their dearest friend, if they ooald 
derive any personal benefit thereby. I know them well ; I haft 
•t amongst them. I know Mr. Van der Walt, a dear old gentle. 
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man-(eriee of 'Queetion I ')-Now let me explain. I say he is a 
dear old man, and I know what was in his mind at the time. He 
belongs to the Dopper party, a party to which Mr. Kruger belongs. 
He must have read aome paragraph in a newspaper, and gathered 
from it that Mr. Kruger had been insulted, and in the bottom of 
his heart he thought the insult was offered to one of his own flea1L 
and blood, and he wished to resent it. (Cheers.) In the midst o( 
Jill this, it is pleaeing to know that there are papers amongst us of 
a difierent kind. (Hear, hear.) One of these papers I allude to 
is the evening newapaper-(loud and prolonged cheering)-an4 
,mother is a weekly paper. (Renewed cheering.) Whatever may 
be the faults of these papers, and it is hard to find a paper with
.out its faults, or againat whoee editor aome one has not a grudge 
(hear, hear), these two papers have stood to the cause like men. 
(Cheers.) I want you to take it from me, gentlemen, that I am 
expressing the voice of the National Union in these remarks 
regarding those two papers, and that they may take it 88 a vote 
of thank& (Cheers.) There is another paper which aome of yoa 
may not know as well 88 I do ; whose editor you may not know aa 
intimately as I do ; it is a Dutch paper printed at Pretoria, and ia 
called Land en Volk. (Applause.) In that paper many things, 
oo doubt, are printed in the way of correspondence and even 
leading matter which may not commend themselves to our judg
ment; but I know from my close contact with its editor, and my 
oonetant perusal of its columns, that it is the paper which 
represents the Dutch feeling of the St.ate (hear, hear), the 
opinion to which we may appeal, and to which I mean to appeal 
(Cheers.) It has been said we have not the capit.al of the Rand 
with us. Now, what is capit.al P Capit.al is the accumulation of 
property got by other people's labour. (Hear, hear.) By itself it 
is simply scrip or cash locked up in safes. It depends for it. 
continued existence upon the labour of the tholl.88Dds of people 
whom it collects around it. It is a thing without which the world 
of industry could not get on at all. (Hear, hear.) It is the part 
of thousands of people to work for it ; but it is not its part to say 
to thoee who labour: 'You shall be elave&' Many big capitalist.a 
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all along-and I have all along been in close contact with thoee 
who are called' the mob '-I have all along said that we can meet 
in Johannesburg and diecU88 our political affairs, our future, and 
the destinies of ourselves and those who are coming after us in 
this country, like men imbued with the dignity of the e&U88 we 
are advocating. .Johannesburg has kept order, and will always 
keep order as long as it receives justice. (Great cheering.) 
Gentlemen, the first part of the resolution which I have read. 
and which I am going to ask you to adopt, repudiates, in strong 
language, the charges which have been made against us, and all 
who are with us in our cause, of attempting to undermine the 
independence of the State. I know that it is not necessary for me 
to tell you that we do not meet in public, we do not agitate in 
private, for the purpose of undermining the independence of the 
State ; but it is necessary for me, as speaking to an outside public 
as well as those who are here to-night, to eay something regarding 
thoee charges. Those charges are not made by the timid Boer 
outside, who does not know us-more's the pity-not by the 
people in Pretoria, but from the men of our own houeehold. 
(Cheers.) They are men who know that thoee charges are falae 
and bueless. The men who make these charges are men who 
should stand shoulder to shoulder with 118, and not make it 
manifest to the world that there is the slightest division in 
-this new population. These men are paid senoes ; I do not 
blame them altogether ; they write what they are paid for. 
These are the men who send forth to the world these malicious 
falaehoods which make us appear odious. I know, gentlemen, 
that recent events occurred in this country, in Pretoria notably, 
which have irritated the people of the country, who have not 
really seen with their own eyes what took place. Now, I was 
there, gentlemen, and saw the whole thing with my own eyes, and 
I tell you here that every story that has been spread about the 
country to the effect that there was a seditious riot on that 
occaaion is wrong. (Cheers.) What took place is thia. There 
were a number of men in Pretoria, and more especially young 
and excitable men, whose feelings had been roused by the oocur-
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nmoee which had t.aken place in connection with the com
mandeering. (Cries of 'Quite right.') I do not say whether 
they were right or wrong ; that is for you to say ; but, at all 
evente, their feelings had been roused to the highest pit.eh, and 
these young men who had been put into the position your Chair
man has described-their feelings were roused owing to the 
position to which they had been driven, by the hardship and 
alao the indignity-for there is some indignity-of being com
mandeered; these young men lost their heads. (Cries of 'No.') 
If you will allow me I will make it very plain to you what I 
mean. I am not saying it was wrong, I am not saying it was 
misplaoed, but there were some of them lost their heads so far as 
to do one or two little things which might be construed into an 
insult to the President. (Cheers.) There was no intention, I 
have satisfied myself from personal contact with some of them, 
and from my own view of what took place, I am satisfied there 
was no more intention to insult the President or hurt the national 
feeling of the Boer, than there is in my mind. But it is out of 
euch incidents as these that stories are manufactured and miachief 
is created throughout the country. I know I am speaking for 
the men when I say there was no insult meant to the head of the 
State, much 1888 to the man who, with all his faults as a man, is 
still the President of the State. (Oheers.) Then it has been said 
of us that we are Imperialists and Jingoes, and that Rhodes is 
pulling the strings (laughter), and that our only object is, as I 
a.id before, to undermine the independence of the State. Now, 
gentlemen, I tell you this-I am speaking in public in no mis
taken strain-that Mr. Rhodes has no more to do with the 
politics of J ohanneeburg than a child of two years of age at your 
home. .Mr. Rhodes, I repeat, and this is, or course, private 
information, Mr. Rhodes has large pecuniary interests in con
nection with a leading financial corporation here. I leave it to 
you to say whether implication in financial concerns or connection 
with financial corporation implies any connection with the politics 
of Johannesburg. Mr. Rhodes, has not, I am perfectly certain. 
A.a to our being Imperialists, let me say a few words about that. 
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might not mind if there were a million people, whoee working 
status was that of slaves ; in fact they might prefer that they 
were slaves. One thing capital cannot demand. Its power stops 
when it t.ouches the springs which govern human feeling. Men 
will not be treat.ed as slaves, and when capital touches that status, 
its hand becomes palsied. It has been said of us that our 
principles are idle and false ; they are deson"bed aa Jingoism 
and Imperialism. For the rest it is simply our flesh and blood 
that is speaking-our heart, bone, and sinew. We are a big 
population and increasing every day. What we want is to be 
free men in a free State. No malignity, no venom, no intrigue, 
will et.op us, be it to our death or doom. Our Chairman, gentle
men, said a few words just now about what might appear the in
consistent attitude that we took up in reference to the political 
situation at the present time. I have heard it said in Pretoria, 
' How can you tell us (by " us " I mean the other side ; no, not 
the other side, I hope, but the Dutch side)-how can you tell ua 
that you want to be citizens of this State, that you aak for the 
franchise ; and then, on the very first occasion of trouble and 
difficulty, you rush to the High Commissioner with your 
grievances P' 

The Chairman, gentlemen, has more or leu anticipated me in 
what I was going to say, but I will repeat it in a few words. My 
view of the matter is that the position is an extremely plain one. 
You may excuse my reference t.o a case that was argued in 
oourt, an illustration that occurred to me, that I ventured t.o 
address t.o the Bench. I told the court that the position which 
the Government invited us to assume waa that of a partnership 
in the State. Unfortunately for the Government, it was not the 
partnership sanctioned by the wisdom of both ancient and modem 
lawyers, being repudiated aa unsound. It was not that partner. 
ship sanctioned by every sort of enterprise and capital. It waa 
not that kind of partnership, but it waa the partnership of the 
lion and the jackal. (Loud laughter.) The essential basis of this 
leonine partnership consisted in the stipulation that one partner 
took all the profits, if any, and the other bore all the loeaee, if any. 
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Now, gentlemen, I do not say that our position is exactly that in 
this State. I uaed it merely as an illustration, and il the 
commandeering law had gone through upon this basis, it would 
have been the best illustration in the world. Under the law we 
have, as it is, t.o bear the burden of every denizen of the State. 
We bear the burden and heat of the day in producing the gold which 
the country yields, but there is one duty which only citizens can 
be called upon t.o render, that is the duty of risking their lives 
in military service. With the greatest respect t.o the Chief 
lustioe, I maintain that this is the law of nations, I say that it is 
difficult t.o perform military service 88 a duty t.o the State, when 
we are denied the rights of citizenship ; when we are called upon 
t.o render military service without having the rights of citizenship, 
then we are justified in falling back on our position as aliens. 
There is no inconsistency in taking up that position. We are 
prepared t.o fight, but il we are going t.o do so without being 
citizens, we are not going t.o do eo on the term.a of the partner
ehip between the lion and the jackal. 

The object of the addresa preeented t.o the Volksraad, signed 
by 13,000 men, was nothing more or Iese than t.o show the people 
of this State that il they would take our hands, we were not 
going t.o keep our hands behind our backs. The object of this 
meeting is t.o show them that we are prepared t.o hold them out 
again. If they will take them in a friendly spirit, then they will 
have a body of soldiers here aecond t.o none in South Africa. 
But before they claim our services as soldiers of the country they 
must make us sons of the country. I for one, when I heard of 
the outbreak in the north, thought it would be a noble thing for 
lobannesburg t.o equip a force and present it t.o the Government, 
but the attitude of the Government is such, unfortunately, that 
we do not know even il they would accept our gifts. (Hear, 
hear.) That waa the feeling in my heart, and it was the feeling 
I thought I would like t.o see in the heart of every man here. 
Now, gentlemen, as I have said, the hoetility is not on our side, 
the fear of trouble is not on our side. (Hear, hear.) In all the 
troubleua times of the paat few weeka I have steadily said t.o the 
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people at Pretoria that there would be no trouble in lohanneabarg. 
(Great cheering.) It is the old story of the wicked man fleeing 
when no man pursueth (laughter), all the talk about the guarding 
of camps in Pretoria (laughter), all the talk about rebellion in 
1 ohannesburg is, I am afraid, but one of the signs of a guilty 
conscience. (Laughter.) Our policy is not rebellion; our policy 
is written so that all men may read. Our policy is the true poliey 
of South Africans, and it is the only policy which the Transvaal 
Boer and the inhabitant of Johannesburg can ever hope to carry 
out to a successful issue. I am here to-night on behalf of the 
Union to preach that policy-that policy consist.a in the 
broadening of the basis of the Government, of adapting the 
oonstitution in a new country to the needs of a new coutry, 
the taking in of the sinew and bone and strength, which come 
with a new population, a fusion of populations to the arriving at 
one common end-the good of South Africa. (Great cheers.) 

This is not the place, nor this the time, to talk to you about a 
United South Africa, and for my own part I do not think that in 
the lifetime of those who are here to-night we shall eee a United 
South Africa in the sense of one flag; but there is a bigger 
union, and that is a union of everything that goes to make for 
tCOmmon prosperity, and there is a bigger union still, a union of 
sentiment of heart, and that union we can have in South Afriea 
(hear, hear), if these people will listen to words of wisdom, and 
take wisdom as their guide. That is a policy which will meet 
with the approval of every man here, I know. (Cheers). It may 
or may not be opportune to mention it now, but I think there 
are signs that the policy is being recognised by the other side, 
and will be acted upon one of these days, so as to enable ua to 
meet our friends among the Dutch with the common object of 
making the State great. (Hear, hear.) I cannot tell yoa, 
gentlemen, because it is impossible to pick out all the details 
of conversation-it is impossible to state every point; it ia 
impouible to state how suggestions are made to you-but I am 
very close to many men who are lead.ere in the State, and 
represent the other side, and I say, if we wait and watch the 
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nadl of the next electiona for the V o1karaad, which take place 
this year, I am sanguine you will see a change-as great a change 
u when the sun riaee on the darkness of the morning. (Loud 
oheen.) I may be wron~things may falsify every word I 
ay-but the feeling is implanted in my mind that we have 
ewry reason to hope that that consummation will be reached. 
That ia why I can wait with a freer conaoience and a fullel' 
i.e.rt. I preach to you to-night the advisability of standing by 
th& good old &uth African policy which I have advocated. I 
believe the time is coming when we will find the bonds drawn 
cl088I-between the new and the old populations of this State than 
they have ever been drawn before. What we want we have told 
you so often, and we tell you to-night, probably for the laat 
time-(great cheering)-what we want is nothing more than a 
Republic in deed and in fact--(cheera)-➔• Republic 'broad based 
upon the people's will '-(Right)-the people and not one little 
eeetion of the population, but the people representing every man 
who oomes to this country and ia prepared to say,' I have come 
here to stay, and this is my land.' (Cheers.) Gentlemen, it 
aouada absurd for 118 to be telling each other that we have been 
denied a Republic like that, considering that the very name of 
this State is the South African Republic. What right have they 
on the other side to arrogate to themselves that name P What 
right have they to aay the &uth African Republic shall be a 
Republic compoeed of a small section of the people of South 
Africa. (Cheers.) They have no such right. I appeal to their 
biatory. I appeal to their love of liberty. I appeal to their 
put, to the deeds of their forefathers, to their own Constitution 
u written in the statute-book. I appeal to everything they have 
done till within the laat few years. I appeal to their sense of 
justice to admit 118 as citizens of the South African Republic. 
(Loud cheers.) It is in this spirit that the National Union ia 
talking to them to-night. 

I know there are many men who were under the impression 
that there was going to be a display of fireworks. (Voice, 
'11raDa.') I know, gentlemen, that there are some people to be 
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found in every population who like the more or less brilliant 
display side of politics. That is not the work of &t,1.tamen. 
That is not the work of men. We recogniae the responsibility 
of the situation. That is not the work of men who want to do 
that solid hard work which men do who feel what they owe to 
their fellow men. (Cheers.) We go to these people in the 
Transvaal, and we ask them-possibly, as I said before, for the 
last time-to admit ua. We are knocking at the door. We give 
them the guarantee of our character. We give them the 
guarantee that the great majority of us, I believe, were born on 
South African soil. We give them the guarantee that there is no 
man who asks for the franchise who does not mean to make the 
country his own. We give them the guarantee which is to be 
found in our record in the past as a law-abiding population. 
We give them the guarantee that is to be found in the fact that 
this population has made the wealth and strength of the country. 
We ask them upon thoee grounds, and for thoee reasons, to admit 
ue to a political partnership. And, as I told you, I am 8&11gaine 
that this last appeal is not going to be unheard. 

The day has gone by when we can be stigmatiaed aa a 
population of fortune-hunters-a vagrant population that oune 
here one day ; a population who I believe were onoe described u 
the scum of European cities. The population to a great ext.ant 
have come here to stay, and those who have not come to stay will, 
I am sorry to say, in a great majority o{ 0&888 be foroed to. 
(Laughter.) If ever there were questions of the permanency of 
the inhabitants, of their good character, of their good qualities, 
you will find the answer here. If you want the monument, u 
your Chairman puts it, look around. I know there is one obet.acle 
which stands in the way, or which you think stands in the way, 
and that is that you will have to take the oath of allegiance to 
this State, and become citizens of this State alone. I feel, and 
you feel that it is to renounce the land of your forefathers, but it 
always has been done, and it is necessary in the creation of new 
worlds that this should be done. And what is this act of 
renunciation, what are these feelings that awaken sentiments of 
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endearment to our countries in 118 P It is a devotion to long 
records of deeds past of valour, devotion to history and to 
literature, and you cannot strip a man of these things, no matter 
what happens. Even if you take an oath of allegiance to this 
State you can never forget what you are, where you are, and the 
race you sprang from. It may be unpleasant to take the oath of 
allegiance to a new state, but it is necessary, and I know that if 
one were to ask each man here, I think that if it were necessary, 
he would join hand in hand with the others and become a citizen 
of this State. Whatever may be the proportion of men who 
might hesitate to do this ; whatever reluctance or wringing of 
hearts there might be over making this concession, there is yet a 
strong feeling of South African freedom in this place, and by 
Government taking into the State those who are imbued with this 
feeling, the Transvaal may yet become the dominant factor in 
South African politics. (Hear, hear.) 

What would be our value if we were in this country as 
citizens and not as aliens P Do you think questions like this 
Northern war-that unfortunate miserable b118iness-(hear, hear) 
-would cause trouble to the State P (No, no.) Would the 
Swazieland question trouble the State P (No, no.) Could there 
be complications with England P (No, no.) Even the Delagoa 
Bay question would become comparatively easy of solution. 
(Hear, hear.) That is the aid we are able to offer the Govern
ment of this State-the aid we do offer it to-night. (Hear, hear.) 
Instead of the Republic we offer to create in this country, what 
have we P It is painful to turn from the contemplation of the 
picture fancy paint.a of what might be to what actually is. (Hear, 
hear.) What have we here P A Republic on paper. (Laughter.) 
We have what might aptly be described as a Omsarism of 
autocracy. (Applause.) We have every sort of abuse that could 
be created under an autocracy existing here under the name of 
a Republic. (Applause.) There is one truly free body in the 
country - only one. That one is the Executive Council. 
(Laughter). The one institution which it is the object of 
democracy to deprive of it.a freedom, is actually the only one 
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that is absolutely free. It is by that body that feelings of 
distrust are engendered between 118 and the Boen. 

The Boers are told to remain quiet, and leave the Govern
ment to govern them and guard their liberty. We are told that 
we are not fit to take part in the government, and are not to be 
trusted. The weapon that is used against ua is that of filling 
the Boers with distrust of 118, and everything is misinterpreted. 
It is in that way that the Executive maintains its power, and that 
is its safeguard. We have a Volksraad and only one, for the 
eecond does not count (laught.er) ; 24 men, or in fact a majority 
of that number--13-govem 11& They govern from the Limpopo 
to Christians. Is it right that 24 men, or rather part of 24 men, 
in conjunction with the Executive Council, should have control of 
all our great interests and not always 24, but perhaps 10, 12 or 
13 P (Loud cries of 'No.') That is the condition of things we 
have in this country at the present time. I need not point out 
the temptations which exist. They must exist while human 
nature is human nature. They must exist while they keep up 
this state of things. That is the reason why we are determined 
in the matter. That is why the intelligence on this Rand has 
repeated again and again, that we want you to stand by 118 in the 
work of reform of this state of things. We aak you to help us 
to remove the ridiculous state of things in the Transvaal. Now 
the argument on the other side is that we cannot be trusted. I 
will not, gentlemen, I will not insult your intelligence by 
attempting to refute that. Another argument is that becaU88-
( at this point an unruly member of the community nooeeded in 
creating a disturbance in the centre of the building, and thus 
rendering the learned advocate for the moment quite inaudible. 
Order being restored by the Chairman, Mr. Leonard continued)
yet another argument advanced against ua is what I may call 
the argument of right of prior occupation in this country. Of all 
the feeble devices that you could possibly make I think this is 
the feeblest. It has been adopted, too, by men who call them
selves V oortrekkers ! Ae has often been said, there is no abeolute 
line of demarcation in this respect. When the first fifty Boers 

272 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

c,ame into this country, would they have dared to say that they 
had a right to the land, and no others P No, gentlemen, there is 
absolutely no line that can be drawn. No man can dare to say, 
' This country belongs to me,' even i£ he has been in the 
country ten, twenty, or even fifty years before you. I can 
understand ten men annexing a continent, i£ they could find it, 
and i£ they could conquer it ; but these ten men would have to 
take upon themselves the responsibility by force or by fraud, to 
keep everybody else out of the country. They cannot do that, 
gentlemen. The people who govern this country have taken our 
money, they have sold their lands to us, they have sold their 
mines to us, and they have allowed us the right to settle here, 
and now they want to keep us out of everything to which those 
transactions entitle us. The right of prior occupation entitles no 
man who comes into the State, no matter how willing he may be, to 
deprive us of our right.a. Picture to yourself, gentlemen, what 
took place on another continent. What would Americans think 
of the men who went to Wyoming or Dakota, i£ they had said, 
' Any man who comes after us shall have no rights here P ' 
Gentlemen, when the bulk of us came here into this country, the. 
franchise laws were not as they are now. When the bulk of us 
came into this country, and I think most of us have been here 
five y~the franchise laws were not intolerable. They then 
had a law which invited men, held out inducements, and practically 
said: ' If you come and remain a certain number of years, you 
shall become citizens.' The present attitude taken by the 
Legislature is nothing more or leBB than a distinct breach of 
faith to those who came on that understanding. (Cheers.) 
Franchise laws should not be retrogressive. 

Now what is our position in this State P We, representing the 
Uitlanders of this State, we represent considerably more than half 
of tlte population of this State; and we, as Uitlanders, pay to the 
Government of this State-and I have the best authority for 
stating thi&-£1,260,000 yearly to the revenue of the State, 
whereas the old population pay not more than £60,000, or at least 
not more than £100,000, but whether £6000 or £10,000 more 
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than it was ten years ago makea not much duference. The total 
revenue of this State at present is £1,750,000, whereas ten yea.n 
ago it was not more than £75,000. We practically pay nine
tenths of the revenue of this State, and we are paying £400,000 
for market produce in hard cash to the farmers. I hope to make 
it clear to you, gentlemen-and what I say to you now will be 
made known to others outside--that we are placed in a poaition 
which is a wholly intolerable one. I hope I have made it clear to 
you that it is not wrong for 118 to agitate, it is our duty and our 
right to agitate. It is the only method by which we can reach the 
people outside; it is the only method by which we can show that 
there are men among 118 who will presa for our rights ; it ia the 
only way in which we can show that we intend to have our political 
rights, and I say here to-night that we are determined to have 
them. (Hear, hear.) And I say that in agitating, perhaps in a 
slightly different manner, we are only following the eumple of 
our excellent friends, the Boers. They were wronged once, and 
they agitated-unfortunately they had to go further than agitating 
-but they agitated, and agitated till they got their way. We 
intend to agitate, and agitate till we get our way. (Right.) Now, 
gentlemen, before I conclude, I want t.o put to you in a concrete 
form a few reasons to show that we are justified in asking for an 
improved constitution, and in asking that the State shall be plaoed 
on a sound and a proper foundation, I will read to you theee pro
tests-I was almost going to say a charter; but it ia not a charter, 
it is a number of protests which I want you to adopt, not u 
a resolution, but as part of what I am saying. We might protest 
against a great many more things than thoee I shall mention, bat 
the list as it stands forms a sufficiently strong indictment against 
the powers that be. We say that while we agree that the Boer 
should be independent of foreign domination, we protest that that 
does not entitle him to deny the rights of freedom to the other 
inhabitants of the State, many of them sons of South African eoi1, 
and none of them less truly devoted to the cauae of local eelf. 
government than any burgher in the land. (Cheers.) 

We protest that the policy of the governing authority in 
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cloeing the avenues of citizenship, even t.o those who are willing 
t.o renounce all other allegiance, is calculat.ed t.o weaken the found
ations of the State, and does not tend t.o keep it strong and stable. 

We protest against the public violation of promises publicly 
made by the head of the State, that we new burghers should be 
led up t.o equality with the old burghers. 

We protest against a system which even prevents wholly an 
appeal t.o the people as a whole, when the necessity for such an 
appeal has arisen. 

We protest that the republican principle was violat.ed and 
dishonoured when the t.owns of the Republic were deprived of 
their separate representation, and all the political power was 
centred in a single section of the community. 

We protest that the supremacy of the Volkaraad was deliber
ately undermined when the people's aaeembly was split up int.o 
two chambers, one of which poaaeasea no power t.o give due effect 
t.o its determinations. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the Grondwet, which should be the sacred 
covenant of the people, being placed at the mercy of a caaoal 
majority of the First Chamber, instead of being subject t.o no 
amendment until the will of the people had been lawfully 
ascertained. 

We protest that the true and abiding welfare of Land en Volk 
are disregarded by the unceasing efforts of the Government t.o 
stifle every form of local liberty, getting the very last semblance 
of power int.o its own hands. 

We protest against the persistent neglect of the Government 
and the Volksraad t.o endow the judges of the High Court with 
that independence, both of position and emolument, which the 
dignity of the judicial function imperatively demands. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the action of the Volbraad in making it 
illegal to do what is legal and lawful and encouraged in every 
other country in the world, for the people to take action by way 
of the formation of committees and otherwise for the election of 
members of the Volkaraad. (Loud cheers.) 

We protest against the principal offices of the Government 
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being filled with foreigners of one nationality-(oheers)-while 
other Uitlanders, and even qualified Afrikanders are denied 
admission to the offices in which the whole machinery of the State 
is centred and controlled. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the appropriation of large amounts of 
eecret service money, which the purposes of a Republican Govern
ment cannot possibly require. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the system of supporting newspapers which 
haa been adopted by the State. (Loud and continued cheering.) 

We protest against the rejection, with scorn and derision, of 
our memorials, which have always been respectfully worded, and 
have not contained one complaint that was not founded upon 
justice. (Cheers.) 

We protest against the manner in which our deputations have 
been received by the Executive Government of this country. 
(Cheers.) 

We protest against the finance of this Republic being allowed 
to drift into a disordered state for the want of a skilled and 
qualified financier in the Government to supervise it. 

We protest against the control of the railways, and, gentlemen, 
you know what that control of State railways sometimes means. 

We protest against the control of the railways built upon the 
credit of the State being centred in Amsterdam, Brussels, or any 
foreign capital. 

We protest against the public funds being employed in trade, 
in money-lending, or in any other ventures which universal ex
perience has shown is best left to private enterprise. (Hear, hear.) 

We protest against the fundamental principle of free govern
ment being ignored by the continual withdrawal of large sums of 
money from the people, which the service of the State does not 
require ; oppressing the tax-payer, and rendering it impossible to 
work numerous mines in which large sums of money have been 
spent without return, and seriously endangering the permanence 
of the markets upon which the farmer depends for the due return 
of the fruits of his toil. And I go further. It is against any 
economic law that we should acewnulate millions of money in a 
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State when we see 8Uch letters as were in the Star t.o-night from a 
man who said there were numbers of unemployed men who could 
not get work to do in the place. (Cheers.) 

We protest over and above all that, while we are compelled to 
bear needless and increasing burdens, we are given no voice in 
the affairs of the State. 

While recognising to the full the critical period through which 
the State has passed in recent times, we protest that the funda
mental principles of Republican Government are endangered by 
the office of chief magistrate being occupied by one and the same 
individual, no matter what manner of services he may have per
formed, for so protract.ed a term as to make him rather the 
master than the servant of the State. {Cheers.) 

We protest-here's a little protest against tolls, gentlemen
(laughter)-although it is a small matter-we protest against the 
imposition of tolls-against being put within a ring fence of tolls, 
and for no purpose to the town. Even if a man goes to the raoe
course, or takes his wife for a drive, he is met with tolls. 

While recognising the necessities of industries, we protest 
against the further granting of industrial monopolies which serve 
to enrich the few, but are not conducive to the benefit of the 
many. 

We specially and emphatically protest against the enforcement 
of payment of personal taxes to the last farthing in some districts, 
while in other districts the people are allowed to go scot free. 

While we 8Ubscribe to the doctrine that every citizen can be 
called upon to bear arms when occasion requires, we protest 
against any inhabitant being compeJled to render unpaid military 
eervice when a 8Ufticient number of volunteers can be obtained ; 
and above all we protest most emphatically against the indis
criminate commandeering of money and goods from aliens while 
the Treasury is full to overflowing. 

And we protest lastly, as the children of a proud race, and of 
proud fathers, against being made pariahs and helots, against 
being made hewers of wood and drawers of water. 

My only regret is that some one who has a voice to speak, and 
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can feel u I feel, cannot get up in the Raad and expreae thoee 
feelings. In concluding, I will read a paaaage of a speech made 
many years ago in the House of Common.e, and I wish that some 
one had the genius of a Macaulay to get up in the Raad and 
speak u he did in the speech, a portion of which I will quote. 
Thia is a speech-a portion of a epeech~elivered, I think, in 
1831 by the great Lord Macaulay upon the Reform Bill. You 
know the tension that exist.ed. in England at the time. Y 011 

remember that a state of things exist.ed. at that time ~ 
euotly parallel to that at present existing in this country, or at 
least very analogous to it. (Applause.) The political power in 
England at that time was vest.ed. entirely in the landed aria
tooracy, while all the great population that had grown and 
thriven upon the great industries that had arisen, were debarred 
from political right.a. You know that crisis to which the St.ate 
had been brought. Macaulay not once or twice or thrice implored 
the Government of that day to give the franchise to this class, 
and to receive them into the bosom of the St.ate. Concluding one 
of the noblest of speeches, he said :-

• Is it po881Dle that gentlemen long versed in high political 
affairs cannot read these signs P Is is possible that they can 
really believe that the represent.ative system such u it now is 
will last till the year 1860 P If not, for what would they have 
ua wait P Would they have us wait merely that we may ahow 
to all the world how little we have profited by our recent 
experiment P Would they have us wait, that we may onoe again 
hit the exact point where we can neither refuse with authority 
nor concede with grace P Would they have us wait eo that the 
numbers of the discontented party may become larger, it.a demanda 
higher, it.a feelings more acrimonious, it.a organization more 
complete P . . . . Let them wait, if their put experience ahall 
induce them to think that any high honour or any exquiait.e 
pleasure is to be obt.ained by a policy like this. Let them wait. 
if this strange and fearful infatuation be indeed upon them_ tbM 
they should not see with their eyes or hear with their ears, or 
understand with their heart.a. But let us know our intereeta and 
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oar duty better. Turn where we may, within, around, the voice 
of gr.t event.a ia proclaiming to 118 " Reform, that you may 
preserve." Now, while old feelings and old aeaooiations retain a 
power and a charm which may t.oo soon paaa away; now, in thia 
your acoept.ed time ; now in thia your day of salvation, take 
counsel not of prejudioe, not of party spirit, not of the igno
minioua pride of a fatal consistency, but of history, of reaaon, of 
the ages which are past., of the signs of thia moet portento11B time. 
The danger ia terrible. The time ia short.' 

Could eome man speak words like that in the Transvaal; 
eurely they would sink into the hearts of the members. (Hear, 
hear.) We are not the men if dealt fairly with to undermine 
the independence of the State, or to harm any interest whioh 
ought to be protected-(hear, hear)-but we should be lesa than 
men if we did not stand up and record our protest, as I hope I 
have done to-night, against the treatment we have received. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

The Chairman : I have now to introduce to you a new speaker, 
a gentleman whom you have heard of, who will second the reso
lution 10 ably proposed by Mr. Leonard. He ia Mr. Advocate 
W euela. (Loud applause.) 

llr. W eesels, who was tendered a great reception, said he had 
great pleaaure in eeconding the proposition 80 ably and eloquently 
laid before them by Mr. Leonard. He asked them to forbear 
with him, as he was no politician. He had never in his life 
addreued 10 large or important a meeting. He had spoken in 
public, but generally to three judges, or one judge and an 
intelligent jury. (Laughter.) If he could not riae to eloquence, 
it wu not that he did not feel with them. He had been told that 
the platform of the National Union was an Imperial platform. 
If that was 10, or if he believed it to be 80, he would not be 
etanding on that platform that night. It had been said that the 
National Union waa run by a amall Johannesburg clique. He 
wu not a Johanneeburger; he was a Pretorian. (Hear, hear, 
and applauee.) He could assure them that everything that had 
beeu done in the put by the National Union had met with hia 
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approval. (Loud applause.) He could 888111'8 them that he 
looked upon the National Union at the present time u the voice 
of the Uitlander. He was not an Englishman, and therefore not 
an Imperialist. He had not one solitary drop of English blood 
in his veins. He was an Afrikander. (Loud and continued 
applause.) He was, perhaps, more A.frikander than the membera 
of the Raad, who called themselves A.frikandera. Yee, more 
Afrikander than the President of the Republic himself. For 
centuries and centuries his ancestors had been living in Africa. 
He was truly a son of the soil. He was in many respects more 
Boer than many Boera, even more Boer than Mr. Toaen. (Loud 
laughter.) He had been educated in England, he had learnt hie 
profession in England, he was acquainted with English senti
ments, he was acquainted with English traditions, and these bad 
been cultivated in him through thorough Englishmen. If he 
were not, therefore, grateful to the English nation, he would 
truly be a base wretch. Some people might think that the 
English army was not so strong as the armies of other natioDS» 
that the navy of England was not so invincible as some people 
imagined, but notwithstanding that, if there was anything to love 
it was the English nation. (Loud cheers.) It was not becauae 
of England's army or its navy that the English nation was great, 
but because of its love for fair play. 

He stated that he was an Afrikander. The .Afrika.ndera were 
not such ignorant persona as they were made out to be. A.fri
kandera born south or the V aal River or born north of the V aal 
River had the same sentiments as regard.a justice. There was no 
real difference between the new and the old population, but there 
was a clique which wanted to make a difference. Let them look 
the position squarely in the face. All the V oortrekkera were 
friends of his forefathers. There were hundreds of W eaeelaee in 
the Free State. All these men were of the same descent, all from 
Cape Colony or Natal-they were or the same race, the aame 
manner, the same religion, the same language, but now the 
burghers said they had crossed the V aal River first and cleared 
the country of Kaflira and beasts, and that therefore other people 
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should have no vot.e. What an argument was that ! It might 
have been an argument for the old original V oortrekkers, but 
they knew that the V oortrekker welcomed the stranger and 
eought the stranger. (A voice: 'And made the stranger,'' Shut 
up,' and laughter.) But there were people in the Raad who 
refused the aliens a vote, who could not 11.88 that argument, for 
they had never cleared forests, or killed beasts-even a wild buck. 
(La11ghter.) They must remember that the son of a burgher, a 
boy of sixteen, had a vote, and he could not say that he was 
a Voortrekker. But, in any case, how could an argument of that 
eort apply in a republic P How could they admit the hereditary 
principle in a republic P He might just as well say that his 
sisters, and his nephews, and his cousins, and his aunts, had 
cleared the land .of beasts and Kaffirs. (Laughter.) They could 
dismiss that argument. Then they had the other argument, 
which was constantly used, that these were the people who drove 
the English out of the country. He respected them for having 
reclaimed their independence-( cheers )-and if there was one 
feeling in the National Union it was that it respected them for 
having done that. (Cheers.) He was sure the object of the 
National Union was not in any way ro see the British flag once 
more floating in the country. (Cheers.) He was convinced the 
object of the National Union was only U> see good government 
in the country. (Cheers.) He went further: it was an untrue 
argument; it was a lie-(cheers)-and it was not the reason 
these men had for keeping the Uitlanders out of the franchise. 
If it were the truth, was it ro be conceived that it would be 
advanced now only, when the men in 1882, the year after the 
war, thought the ultimate limit for the franchise was five years P 
(Hear, hear.) If the men at that time thought five years was 
enough, was it U> be conceived that that argument could be true 
now P He said, emphatically, they knew when they uaed the 
argument they were using a lie. (Cheers.) 

What then was the reason why these men refused the Uit
landers the franchise P It was fear and selfishnesa--fear that the 
new-comer would have the majority and would control the rule of 
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the oountry-not fear of giving the country over to the Engliah, 
but fear that it would be the Uitlander who would rule in the 
land. (Cheers.) They advanced the argument that they were 
afraid the new-comers, being largely British, would vote for 
giving the country back to the English. (No, no.) That might 
apply with the raw Englishman, but not with one bom in South 
Africa. Nor what they feared was that they would not be able 
to 'work the shekels.' (Laughter and cheers.) He did not 
hesit.ate to say that the Boer who did not want the A.frikander to 
be one of them and have a voice in the affairs of the country, wu 
aimply afraid that his pocket would not be eo full. He had beard 
it said that they were anxious to get the A.frikander into the 
V olksraad. Nothing would please them more. than to work with 
their brothers from the Free St.ate, the Colony and Nat.al, who 
were bom in Africa-but what was their further answer. ' Ola. 
Legislation.' They said they could not do it beeauee it would be 
unfair to the Englishman and the German, and unfair to every
body else. (Laughter.) The members of the Raad said that if 
there was anything that they did not love it was class legislation. 
The one political principle as it were, the very foundation of their 
political creed, was that they would have no class legislation, and 
those same men were constantly appealing to their anoeston; 
they were constantly telling the public who their ancestors were 
and what their ancestors did, and on the 18th June, 1865, thoee 
ancestors passed a law saying that a person bom in the oountry 
should have a vote ! Those ooming from Europe had to reside in 
thia country one year and pay 200 rix-dollars, and then they 
would be entitled to the vote, but those bom in the country were 
entitled to the vote immediately. Their dread was apparent, and 
that was why they went in for olass legislation, for what was 
their legislation but class legislation P Was not their legislation 
on coolies class legislation P And then there was the transport 
riders. The worthy Mr. Wolroarans was oonst.antly jumping up 
to protect the transport rider. I may not, Mr. Weasels continued, 
prune my roses on Sunday, while a tnnsport rider can do as he 
wishes. He is allowed to ride on Sundays, and the propoeed la,n 
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for the transport riders are certainly class legislation. They 
were afraid, Mr. Wessels proceeded, to give the vote to the 
educated A.frikander, for fear he might get the reins in his own 
bands and legislate, so that everybody could come in and par
ticipate in the franchise. He could not understand their argu
ment, so absurd was it. (Hear, hear.) They said, 'We won't 
have you because you are enlightened.' (Laughter.) And, at 
the same time, their own Grondwet said that they wished to be 
recognised as an enlightened country. (Laughter.) They 
repelled enlightenment, sought darkness, then they said, ' But 
we are such a great people.' (Renewed laughter.) He was 
perfectly certain that was not the feeling of the country-it was 
the feeling only of a certain section of the Government and of 
the Raad. (Hear, hear.) 

The Raad was only composed of twenty-four men, and Mr. 
Leonard had eloquently pointed out to the meeting ~ what 
dangers the country was exposed which had so small a legislature. 
The danger to personal liberty and personal property was immense. 
(Applause.) It would be far from him to say that any single 
man of that Raad had ever been bribed. (Laughter.) He would 
•y, however, that there were immense possibilities. (Great 
cheering.) The Raad was constantly telling them that because 
in America and France strangers coming into the country could 
not obtain the franchise till after a certain term of residence, 
therefore they should not be admitted to the franchise in this 
oountry. He would freely admit that the Raad could find 
precedents for its action if it desired. Personally he could find 
precedents for anything and everything, if he liked. (Laughter.) 
That was the sort of exception that a lawyer would use, but 
certainly not the sort of exception that a man of honest convic
tions would use. (Loud and prolonged laughter.) In a country 
like this country, where the new population was rapidly out
numbering the old, things were different to what prevailed in 
ooantriee like England and America. There a comparatively 
small number of people go, whilst here they are coming in shoals. 
To reduce the argument that only the people who shot the lions 
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and Kaffirs were entitled to rule to an absurdity, suppoee for a 
moment that it came to pass that only one burgher was left, one 
monumental burgher, would he be entitled to call himself the 
Kaiser of the Republic, and the only man entitled to a vot.e P 
The result would be that he would be cleared out. (Loud 
laughter.) All that was wanted was that the Uitlanders should 
stick together. It was no use mincing matters. (Applause.) U 
the present policy were persisted in, blood would be shed in the 
streets of Johannesburg. (Loud applause.) And who would be 
to blame P (Cries of 'The Government' and 'The Raad.') He 
repeated the question-Who would be to blameP It would not 
be the Uitlanders, it would not be the stranger who sought by 
every poesible means to obtain a voice in the affairs of the State; 
not the men who tried to protect themselves and obtain freedom 
for themselves, but the fatal thirteen in the Raad. (Tremendous 
applause.) The argument of the rifle was a nasty one. It was 
an argument which he had heard used by the burghers in 
Pretoria; but God forbid that it should come to that I He was 
perfectly certain that by organization and by standing together 
ae one man they would prevent a drop of blood from being shed. 

There were remedies, and these remedies were not far to eeek. 
He did not wish the Raad immediately to pass a law admitting 
everybody to the franchise, but still they could conciliate, or show 
a spirit of conciliation. There was something unlucky in the 
number thirteen, and it was thirteen ignorant men in this land 
that ruled the destinies of this State. These thirteen ignorant 
persons could raise the batteries of Johannesburg. Every one 
present must combine together to strengthen their hands in the 
obtaining of the franchise. Some new question might crop up-
yesterday it was the commandeering question, to-morrow it might 
be some other question. Capitalists at present were· standing 
aloof, but capitalists perhaps were not aware that a law might at 
any moment be passed making it impoesible for any one, except 
he be a burgher, to hold property in this Stat.e. He saw some 
people laughing at this, but he might inform them that such a 
law was actually paesed in 1865 by the ancestors of the present 
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Raad. He said that those men who had not the courage to speak 
out their convictions should be shunned, regarded as outcasts, 
people who were unfit to live in a free and independent republic. 
(Great cheering.) He said the aliens should form themselves 
into an Uitlanders' Defence A880Ciation, and send a monster 
petition from every town in the State to the next Raad, asking 
for representation for the towns. (Hear, hear.) If that were 
done he was confident that an improvement would result. That 
was not eentiment-it was practical politics. (Cheers.) They 
should ask the Raad to give back to the towns the representation 
which they had of old, and which this autocratic Raad took away. 
If that were done a new and more liberal element would come 
into the Raad. And why should not the towns demand repre
sentation, seeing that the towns bore the burdens of the StateP 
The true freeman in the country was the man who worked with 
his hands, and upon him the salvation of the country would 
eventually depend. He was certain that i£ these men and the 
men representing them got into the Raad a new era would dawn 
for this land. What sort of a Constitution had they P They had 
representation-on paper. What was the use of saying that this 
was a free and independent Republic, and that the voice of the 
people was the law of the land P The voice of the people P Yes, 
a voice on paper. Then it was said that they had a Second Raad, 
but that Raad was as powerless as i£ they lopped off every limb, 
and t.ore out every t.ongue from their mouths. (Great cheering.) 
The Second Raad might vote that a bridge should be thrown over 
from Africa t.o America, and that was as far as it could go, 
because it had no money and no control over the money. The 
Second Raad was an impotent, imbecile body. (Cheers.) There 
were men in that Raad who, although men of Boer descent, were 
more liberal than members like the Tosens and the Lombaards of 
the First. (Cheers.) But the ridicule of it I To the First Raad 
waa entrusted the independence of the State. (Cheers.) In a 
free country like this there must be no such thing as political 
ape.thy. (Cheers.) Political apathy at a juncture like this was a 
crime. (Loud cheers.) They were a mixed population in this 
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country-English, Dut.ch, German, and French. Each one of 
those countries conld call to mind traditions of freedom. In each 
one of those countries Cree political discussion was the order of 
the day ; even in Germany, an Empire, the 8ooiaiist.a had the 
etrongest say. With traditions like those they could not allow 
their freedom of speech to be burked. (Cheers.) Therefore 
there must be no such thing u political apathy. Who were the 
people who were politically apathetic P First of all the Court 
minions--(much laughter)-the gentlemen who aaaembled at u 
o'clock in the morning at the President's house-(laughter)-to 
obtain eome favour for themselves or their frienda-(laughter}
the subsidised men who procured. (Loud laughter and cheen.) 
Thoee favourites were a worthless crowd, and need not be reckoned 
with. The next wu the large capitalist.a. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) It wu a pitiful thing there were so many large capital
ist.a. (Laughter.) If the capital wu more equally divided there 
wonld be less political apathy. Those men stood like miaen over 
their hoards, and were afraid to utter a voice. They aaw them 
skulking through the streets of Pretoria. In other countri.,_ 
in England, for instance--eapitalists were in the vanguard of 
freedom. Here they were merely like the Clll'8 that followed a 
leader. Were they wise, and did they not see the sword hanging 
over their heads P Did they not know that the capital they had 
annexed they might have annexed by somebody else P Did they 
not know that the fatal thirteen at Pretoria might deprive them 
of it P The sooner they awakened to the danger their capital wu 
in, the better for themselves. Then there was another and -very 
large crowd of people who said they did not meddle in politics 
becau~ it was too much trouble, and they preferred their comfort 
lying on a sofa, reading a novel and smoking a cigar. He hoped 
at an~· rute one of those classes wonld be aro118ed from ita political 
&p:lthy, and exclaim:-

• Th.row down that cup of Samian wine, 
A land of slaves shall ne'er be mine.' (Cheers.) 

Th~• fh:l.irman said he thought the meeting did not require 
IU\~· 1nlnls of his to follow the very eloquent speeches that had 
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been made. He would, therefore, put the motion to the meeting. 
Before doing 80 he was requested by Mr. Weeaela to aay that an 
Uitlanders' A8800iation had been formed at Pretoria, and he hoped 
that it might become a&iliated with the National Union. 

The resolution was then put, and unanimo118ly carried amidst 
loud applause. 

Mr. Bettingt,on moved :-
• This meeting desires to record its high appreciation of the 

services rendered by Sir Henry Loch and Sir J. A. de Wet 
in securing exemption for British subjects from the 
obligation of personal military service while they are 
denied the privileges of citizenship in this State.' 

In doing 80 he said they talked a great deal about their 
wrongs and grievances, and about what they were going to do, 
but they should not forget those who had rendered valuable aid in 
the past, and without whose aid, perhaps, the streets of J ohannee
burg and Pretoria might have run with blood. He referred to 
Sir Henry Loch and Sir Jacobus de Wet. They heard of the 
training of guns, and that the town of Pretoria was in the 
poeaeeaion of armed burghers, but through the efforts of the 
gentlemen mentioned no serious collision took place. To the 
efforts of those gentlemen was due the approaching return of the 
commandeered prisoners, and the provision that in future no 
British subject could be commandeered. He thought all preeent 
would agree that the Uitlandera of British extraction owed their 
sincerest thank.a to the gentlemen mentioned in the resolution. 
(Loud applause.) At the same time their strongest protest should 
go up against those from whom they might have expected other 
thlnga, who had • rounded on them ' in their hour of need. 
(Groans.) It had been said that we did not any of us wish to see 
the British flag again floating over this land-{hear, hear)-but 
God help us as British subjects if we had not been able in the 
time of trouble to look for shelter to the power that flag repre
eented when the Government oppreaaed us. (Loud applaU11e.) 
The British eubjeota owed their heartiest thank.a to that auzerainty 
for saving them and the country from a crisis such aa all of them 
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would hope they might never be called upon to pass through 
again. (Cheers.) He would say no more, but content himself 
with proposing the resolution. 

Mr. Hoyle seconded. He did not know il his voice was large 
enough to be heard ; he did not intend to say much in eeconding 
Mr. Bettington's resolution. When Sir Henry Loch came up 
here, the country was in a critical state. Some politicians in the 
Cape Parliament t.ook the place for a big workshop, in which as 
much money as po88ible should be made. A false simile had been 
euggested. Sir Henry Loch was said to have approached a 
powder magazine, and an explosion had at once taken place. 
Rather than this, he likened the people when Sir Henry came 
here to a boiler surcharged with steam. Sir Henry came and 
turned on the safety cock, and so saved an explosion. He 
regarded the commandeering incident.a with great satisfaction. 
Notwithstanding eruel wrongs, the people came through the crisis 
splendidly. No other country containing such mixed element.a 
could have come through such an ordeal so successfully. He 
believed that the Go..-ernment had now been impressed for the 
first time with the desirability of taking the proper steps to 
maintain order. He was sure that if it had only done what e,·ery 
government would have done and appointed a guard of honour, 
the regrettable carriage incident would never have taken place. 
(Hear, hear.) Commenting on the recent passage-a~ between 
Dr. Leyda and the querulous Mr. W olmarans in the Volk.sraad, he 
said he considered the action of the State Secretary wu statesman
like m the extreme. The speaker then paid a warm tribute to the 
firm stand taken by the High Commissioner and the British 
Resident in connection with the commandeering incident. and 
remarked that, even from the Uitlander's point of view, the result 
was entirely satisfactory. (Hear, hear, and applau.ee.) That they 
were able to stand there that night, and as free men say that their
salvation in future depended entirely upon their own effort.a, and 
that they were determined to fight constitutionally, was due to the 
intervention of these two gentlemen. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried. 
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LEADING ARTICLE 

In 'Land en Volk' (a Dutch Newspaper), 
December 21st, 1893. 

(TB.ANSLATION.) 

N BW occurrences compel us to return with sad hearts to the 
consideration of our exiatence aa a nation, our government, and in 
connection therewith our independence. What waa the indepen
dence for which we fought a mighty nation P It was the right to 
free this country from foreign control, to maintain our language 
and our laws, and to retain the sovereign power of the people to 
govern the people. Are we carrying out this noble idea P The 
mbject is of too great importance to be dealt with even in several 
articles, and to.day we intend only to give a review thereof. The 
government of the people by the people baa not the meaning that 
a Preaident and Executive Council are there to make laws, but 
specially to see that the will of the people is carried out, to 
adrninis~r the law made by the representatives of the people in 
the Raad. The powers of the Government should be strictly 
defined, and a constant wakefulnese should unceasingly be exer
cised to prevent encroachment being made on the rights and 
powers of the Volbraad. And this neceeeity becomes still 
grater when we have a President who in former days rendered 
the country undoubt.ed services, and who has made him.self loved 
among the burghers by his former patriotism.. 

The put has eeoured Mr. Kruger great power and love, but it 
grievee us to have to say that, instead of maintaining the holy 
idea of the people, he, while constantly hacing the tl)()rrJ& on hia lip&, 
unconacioualy perhaps, has used his power to encroach upon the 
10vereign power and liberty of the people, and to undermine the 
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foundations upon which that power and hoerty reet. The 
thouaanda of burghers who voted against him were brought to do 
ao by the conviction of this truth, and it remain.a to be aeen what 
bitter fruits our country must pluck for hia election aa President. 
However, we can only contend manfully against the tendency 
more and more to aubvert our Constitution by a ayat.em. UDder 
which the GOfJernment in practiu bring, aoout t/18 e,iforcemMt of a 
tcill through influencing tA, Yolli:waad, instead of the Volbraad. 
being the highest power to make laws which must be carried into 
effect by the Government. How can we attain this P By only 
electing men to the Volksraad who poaaeea the intelligenoe to 
recognise the dangers which we have indicated, to contend againa 
them, and to overcome them. 

President Kruger has been re-elected for five years. Can we, 
and may we, leave our institutions in hia hands, and thoee who 
surround him during this period safely and in confidenoe P To 
thia there ia only one answer. Let him do hia work aa Preaident 
according to hia duty and conscience, and not let hiroaeH be got 
hold of by alien fortune-hunters and apeculat.ors t.o grasp and to 
arrogate t.o himself powers which only belong to the people who 
are t.o be represented by the Volk.araad. Let him not exeroiae the 
slightest influence by flattery, intrigue, intimidation, or bluff on 
these people whose holiest duty it ia to maintain the rights of the 
people, at least t.o hand them down unim~ if poem"ble 
strengthened, to their children. In other words, let every member 
of the Vollwaad, in renewing hia aolemn oath aa a Volbraad 
member, understand that he ia every day, and every hour, there 
on guard t.o see that the Government faithfully diachargea ita 
duties, but doea not exceed its powers in any way. Let the Pre
aident only appear in the Raad when he ia aummoned there, and 
let members freely exercise their judgment and expreaa their 
views independently and uninfluenced, instead of aim.ply following 
the Government like parrots, and adopting its arguments, thereby 
being compelled to do the will of the Government. Simple duty 
deroanda this. Oan any one doubt for a moment that this warning 
ia more than highly neceuary P Have the rights of the people 
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been regarded in great matters auch 88 the Oonstitution, in 
financial matters, new taxes, railways, conceasiona, the liberty of 
the preaa, and other instances too many to name P .And how baa 
the legislature in these matters been taken up by the Government 
and brought into effect P Without doubt, by interested persona 
who have exerciaed preaaure on the Raad. How often ia not that 
holy word INDBPBNDBNCB used in the Raad in respect of lawa 
which are wholly in conflict with our independence P With all 
deference, we believe that even members of the Raad have not 
comprehended the effect or consequences of laws which have been 
laid before them ; in other instances they have been misled by 
arguments used ; in, again, other inatancee they have apparently 
thought that the Government consisted of men who had fought 
with them, and who therefore could do no wrong, but, however it 
may be, the bitter truth must be said that serious injury baa been 
inflicted upon the people, injury that, however restricted, will 
etill justify the testimony that Paul .Kruger ia spending the laat 
years of hia life to undo the good work which he baa done for the 
people in earlier years. 

We may direct the attention of our readers to one or two in
stances during the last sitting of the Volbraad. By the Grondwet 
it is provided that the Volkaraad must fix the amount of each tax. 
The Volkaraad baa given, at the request of Mr . .Kruger, the power 
to him to determine whether the tax on dynamite should be 9d. 
per pound or leas, and whether he should charge one trader 67,. 
per cue 88 a tax, while he caused another to pay 40,. per cue. 
Where is the Grondwet P The Grondwet should remain UD&ltered 
unless the people desire express change, and proposed laws must 
be published before the sitting of the Volkaraad. Then Mr. 
Kruger brings an alteration into the Grondwet without oon.aulting 
the people and without publishing the draft law. Univenal 
eafety demands that the press shall be free. Mr. Kruger brings in 
a law directed against the writing of the truth. It ia no longer 
neceasary to give account to the people. The Government induces 
the Volkaraad. to pus bad laws, and thus the Volksraad becomes a 
vehicle to enable Mr. Kruger to secure and to carry out sis owN 
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WILL AND NOT THAT or TBB PBOPLB. Legislation originat.ee from 
the Government instead of from the people. How many inatanoee 
are there not known to our readere in wbioh not the alight.ell 
attention baa been paid to their memorials, while laws wbioh wen 
n~ only never asked for, but wbioh were wholly against the 
intereete of the people, were preoipit.ately aooept.ed witho~ 
petitions or publication. 

Barghen, the whole attitude of our Government aa revealed 
by &Ota baa been TO TilB THB POWBR OUT OP THB RAJrn8 OP THB 

PBOPLB AND TO PLA.CB THAT POWBR IN THB HAJm8 OP THB 8oVBILN• 

11DT. What, then, becomes of our independence P What doea i& 
profit ua to have a Republic wbioh is only a Republic in name and 
appearance P What does it matter when men have an autocratic 
ruler whether he is called a Tear or a President P We have 
always been a people of feeling. Let us regard these things u 
they are. There are dangere threatening our constitution, subtle 
dangers, WOl'lle because they have grown up gradually in moh a 
form that our friends do not reoogniee them aa dangera. Now, it 
is the duty of every one who loves this country to learn to recog
nise and to oont.end with them aa deadly enemies. We have taken 
up the work; let ua not rest until we have strangled, euppreaeed. 
and destroyed it. If we ever loae our INDBPBNDDCB it will be 
because we have lost the spirit, the comprehension, and the oon
ecioum8118 to be.a free people. Let us show that we etill p088el8 

these qualitiee in order to avoid the words so often Wied in an 
improper sense, that by our conduct the cune of Heaven and the 
cune of our children and children's children shall not oleave to u. 
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OUR CONSTITUTION 
BXPLAINED BY 

ADVOCATE AURET. 

Ax Aooa1ss GIVEN JN JoHANNISBUII.O IN I 892. 

lb. J. G. AuRBT (who upon coming forward was greet.ed with 
great applause), stat.ed that the subject of hia addrees, 'The 
Growth of the Constitution in this Republic,' was a somewhat 
dry subject, although not without some interesting point.a. He 
had gone into the matter with some care, and compiled a paper 
which he would now read to the meeting. The addreaa ran aa 
follows:-

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,-In tracing the origin of the 
Conatit.ution of the South African Republic, I find it neceeeary 
to refer briefly to the early history of the people who framed 
it, or rather to some of the more prominent incident.a therein. 

For causes which are generally ascribed to dialike of British 
rule, the old V oortrekkers commenced, in or about the year 
1830, to sell their farma in the Oape Colony, and to move north
ward.a in search of a land where, from their point of view, tTue 
freedom was to be found. At first only small parties were made 
up in different part.a of the Colony, and trekked away quietly, 
under the impreseion that they were liable to be prevent.ed from 
going, until in 1836 Sir .Andries Stockenstrom, the then Lieu
tenant-Governor, declared that he was not aware of any law 
which could prohibit His Majesty's subject.a from leaving the 
country for the object intended. In that year the movement 
waa taken up on a large scale. Hendrik Potgieter trekked away 
with 200 families into Moroko's oountry. Later in the year Gert 
llaritz followed with some 800 families out of the district of 
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Graaf-Beinet and Uitenhage, and wended hie way along the V aal 
River through the pastures of Moeelkatae, the chief of the Mata
belea. From time to time reinforcements arrived from the Colony, 
and, after 81lccesaive struggles with the Matabelee and other 
native races, the emigrant Boers settled down in peace between 
the Modder and Vet Rivers. From here, in 1837, Pieter Retief 
with a large following decided upon trekking north-eastward and 
reached Natal, where already a small Engliah colony had been 
establiahed. Towards the end of this year Retief's party was 
further reinforced by trekkers, and hie numbers increased to 
about one thousand families, scattered over the base of the 
Drakensberg. In the following year a treaty was made with 
Dingaan, which was followed by the barbarous massacre of Retief 
with seventy of hie followers, and the defeat of the Zulus on 
Dingaan's Day. In 1839 a trek was organized by Hendrik Pot
gieter further northwards Crom the Vet River, and the town of 
Potchefstroom (called so after Potgieter) was established on the 
banks of the Mooi River. In 1841 Nat.al was proclaimed a 
British colony, and most of the Boers who had located themaelves 
along the Drakensberg wended their way back again, some in the 
direction of Vet River, where the town of Winberg had been 
established, but the majority settled in the land north of the V aal 
River. After the battle of Boomplaats, in which Pretorius, with 
a large following of Boers from the north of the Vaal River, had 
taken a prominent part, overtures were made to the British 
Government to recognise the independence of the Transvaal State, 
with the result that on the 16th January, 1862, a Convention was 
entered into (known as the Zandriver Convention) between Major 
Hogg (representing Her Majesty's Government) and Pretoriua, 
with sixteen others deputed by the emigrant Boers living north 
of the V aal River, in which was granted to the Boen the right 
to manage their own affairs and to govern their people according 
to their own laws, under certain conditions named in the Con
vention. 

I can find no evidence that up to this time the Boen had 
thought out the question of any settled form of government, or 
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that there was any combined action amongst themselves, excepting 
in relation to matters of defence. No written compact existed 
eetting forth the terms upon which their political affairs should 
be regulated. If their ideal was a Republican Government, their 
notion of it was vague and obscure. Thie was probably the result 
of the unsettled tenure of the land they occupied, their nomadic 
and scattered condition of existence, their constant strifes and 
struggles with the natives, which caused them to delay in formu
lating a solemn compact to treat of matters of franchise, 
elections, and all the other incidents of a settled and peaceful 
government. In Natal they called themselves 'De Zuid Afri
baneche Maat.echappy,' and held a Council called a Volks
raad, which was presided over by a President. Similar Councils. 
were held at Potchefetroom and Ohriget.ad, for there are still 
extant the records of several Volkeraad Besluite which on the
face appear to have been passed at these places. 

At a meeting of Boers held at Derdeport in May, 1849, 
attended by delegates from all parts of the Transvaal and from 
Natal, a resolution was passed to form a 'Union of the People on 
this side of the V aal,' and the meeting also approved of the 
thirty-three Articles, which had been framed some five years 
previously by the Boers who had settled in the neighbourhood of 
Potchefstroom. This document, consisting as it does of thirty
three very abort sections, ie most primitive in style and compo
sition, and muat have been formulated under the assumption that 
an unwritten constitution was in existence, for with the exception 
of providing for an annual election of Volkeraad Members, and 
making a vague declaration as to what the common law of the 
people shall be, it has not even the semblance of a written con
stitution of any form of Government. At length, in 1858 (i.e., six 
years after the Transvaal Republic had been recognised by England 
as an independent State), a committee of fourteen was appointed 
by the people to draft a Grondwet or Constitution for the Re
public. This was done, and the draft Constitution was submitted to 
the Volbraad, by whom it was approved of. Its subsequent publi
cation obtained for it the tacit assent and acceptance by the people. 
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Thu Grondwet has from time to time been altered and modified, 
not in manner provided by itself, i.e., by giving three month.' 
notice to the people, but by simple Volbraad Beeluit or neol. 
tion. During the 8888ion of 1890 the Grondwet wu pnbliehed ia 
a OOD.80lidated form, with all the previoua additions and alteratiom, 
and aa so published it now forme-together with Law 12 of 1887, 
which gives the Goldfield& representation in the Raad ; Law 4 of 
1890, by which the Second Ohamber was creat.ed; and Law 6 
of 1890, which amended the Franchise Law of 1882-the Oon
etitution of the &uth African Republio-and Law 6 of 1890, 
by which the qualification for eligibility ae State President ..,.. 
altered. I shall briefly state what the chief proviaiona of t.he 
Grondwet are :-It contains 169 aeotiona, and ia divided into 
eight chapters. The first chapter ~That the form of 
Government shall be republican ; that it.a territory ia open to 
all foreigners; that there shall be no equality between black 
and white ; and that slavery shall not be allowed ; that the 
Volksraad ahall be entrusted with the making of lawe for t.he 
people, and shall be the highest authority in the land ; that the 
proposal and execution of all laws be entrust.ed to a State 
President, and that the judicial power shall be vested in a High 
Oourt ; that there shall be liberty of the pre-. Chapter Il. 
treat.a of the protection and defence of Church and State, and pro
Yidee -That only members of a Protestant Church shall be 
representatives of the people in the Volkaraad; that in cue of 
a warlike invasion, each inhabitant shall be liable to be c,alled 
out to asaist in the defence ; that all treatiee ahall be ratified 
by the Volbraad. Chapter III. relates to the Volksraad, uul 
providee-That the Volksraad shall be the BUpreme power in the 
State, and ahall consist of at leaet twelve members.• 

The qualification of a member of the Volkaraad ia aa follinn :
He shall be thirty years of age, shall have been bom in the ~ 
public, or have been an enfranchised burgher for fifteen y-.n, 
and shall be a member of the Protestant Church. Every penoa 

• This II ll('C()rding to the law u altered In 188'7. POi' -w-n--t o1,-. 
lffllllve changel. see Aanenre to m1 atat.emeDt. 
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born in the State and of the age of twenty-one yean, or who 
hu been naturalieed, aha1l have the right to vote for a member 
of. the Volluraad. (Thie baa been altered by the Law 4 of 1890, 
by restricting the right of voting in regard to persona who 
are not born in the State to thoee who, for ten years, have 
poeaeeaed. the right of being elected to a seat in the Second 
Chamber.) Each district ehall be represented. by two members in 
the Volbraad, with the exception of Pretoria, Potohefstroom, 
Lydenburg, Rustenburg, and V ryheid, which ehall have three 
members; the Raad elect.a it.a own Chairman for the seseion ; all 
meetings ehall be with open doors, unleea the Raad decides upon 
having a secret sitting; all appointment.a shall be annually laid 
before the Raad for approval. Oh apter IV. treat.a of the Presi
dent and the members of the Executive Council, and providee
That the Executive power be entrusted to the President, who ia 
responsible to the Volbraad. He ia elected by the burghers for 
five years, must be thirty years of age, need not be a burgher of 
the State, but must be a member of a Protestant Church.• All 
other officials are subordinate to the President, with the ex
oeption of Judicial o6i.oers, who are independent of him. During 
his term of office he may not undertake any other service or 
engage in trade, and may not leave the country without consent 
of the Volksraad. In oaae of incapacity, or the death of the 
President, the Vice-President ehall act until a new President 
can be elected. The President can be deposed, if he be guilty 
of miaoonduct or other serious crime, after trial by a Court, 
consisting of the members of the High Court, the Chairman 
aod one member of the Volksraad. He ia entrusted with the 
duty of proposing laws which he may think neceaaary, or which 
may be suggested to him by the people. All proposed lawa shall 
be publiahed for three months in the Staatacourant before being 
submitted to the Volbraad. The President baa, with the consent 
of the Executive Council, the right of declaring war or peace. 

• The qualification of the State President was amended by Law .S of 1890, 
wblch plOYided that a candidate (or the otlce abould be a bargber eligible 
fw electlan u a member of tJac l'INt Vollurud. 
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The President appoint.a all officials. At the commencement or the 
seuion he shall submit to the Volksraad an estimate or revenue 
and expenditure. Once a year he shall make a circuit and visit 
all the towns in the Republic. He has the right, BUbjeot to the 
approval of the Volkeraad, of di.ami.aaing any official. The Presi
dent, together with the Executive Council, has the right of com
muting sentences and of reprieving c:rirninaJs- The Executive 
Council shall consist of the President, the Commandant-General 
(elected by the people for ten years), two enfranchised burghers 
( elected by the Volksraad for two years), a Secretary ( elected by 
the Volksraad for four years), and the Superintendent or Natives. 
The President is chairman and has a casting vote. The President. 
and Executive Council shall have a eeat in the V olksraad but no 
vote. The Heads of Department.a are :-The State Attorney, 
Treasurer-General, Auditor-General, Superintendent of :Education, 
Orphan Master, Registrar of Deeds, Surveyor-General, Minister 
of Mines, and Minister of Public W orb, and these have a vote in 
the Executive on matters which they are called upon by the 
Executive to diso\188 with them. 

Chapter V. treat.a of the Military Power, the election by the 
people of Field-Comet.a, Commandant.a, and the Oommandant
General. 

Chapter VI. provides for the administration of Justice and 
eetablishes a High Court, a Circuit Court, and Court of Landdrosts. 

Chapter VII. relates to the appointment of officials for ad
ministrative purposes ; and 

Chapter VIII. relates to matters of revenue. 
In 1890 the Constitution was amended by the creation of two 

Volksraads in the place of the one then in existence. A law (No. 4 
of that year) was passed for the purpose, and provides :-That 
the legislative power shall be entrusted to a repreeentation of the 
people, consisting of a First and Second Volksraad. 

That the First Volkeraad shall be the supreme authority in 
the State, and shall be that body which has hitherto been called 
the Volksraad, and the members thereof shall be elected by 
burghers enfranchised before the passing of thie law, or who, 
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after the passing of this law, have po888888d the right of franchise 
for the term of fourteen years. 

The qualification of a member of the First Volksraad is that 
he ahall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Church, 
ehall have landed property in the State, shall have obtained the 
burgher right before the passing of this law, or, after the passing 
of this law, shall have been an enfranchised burgher for fourteen 
years. 

The State President and the Members of the Executive Council 
ehall have a eeat in each Houae, but ahall have no vote. 

The qualification of a member of the Second Chamber is that 
he ahall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Church, 
ehall have landed property in the State, and ahall have been an 
enbanchised burgher for two years. It is further provided by 
this law that :-

The Second Volksraad shall have the power to regulate the 
following matters eitaer by way of law or by way of besluit, 
namel1 :-Matters relating to mining; the making of waggon and 
~ roads ; posts and telegraphs; the protection of inventions, 
patents, trade marks, and copyrights; the conditions, rights, and 
duties of companies ; inaolTency; civil and criminal proceedings; 
and IUOh other matters as the First Volksraad shall refer to the 
Second. 

All laws and resolutions passed by the Second Volksraad shall, 
within thirty-eight hours, be communicated to the First Vollts
raad as well as to the President. 

The State President has the right, when he has received notice 
from the Second Volksraad of the adoption of a law or besluit, 
within fourteen days to submit it to the First V olksraad for 
aomideration. . 

The next provision of the law I shall quote in e:rtenso, with the 
view of subsequently di8CU88ing the abeolute uselessness of the 
Second Chamber as a piece of legislative machinery :-• If the 
State President, within the above-named fourteen da1s, shall not 
ha'Ye laid the communicated law, or besluit, before the First 
Volbraad for consideration, and the Fint Volksraad baa con-
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aidered it unneceaaary to take the law, or bealuit, of it.a OW1l 

aooord into consideration, the State President shall be obliged to 
publish &Uch law, or beeluit, in the first following &aataoowa..e, 
unlees he, with the advice and oonaent of the Executive Coancil, 
ahall deem it undesirable in the inte1'88t of the State to do eo. 
No law, or beeluit, adopted by the Second Chamber ehall haw 
any force unless it has been published by the Preaident in the 
8taat8courant.' 

The only further alteration of the Constitution to which I 
need at present refer is that made by Law No. 6 of 1890. Before 
the framing of this law, Letters of Naturaliaation oould be 
obtained after five years' reaidence, and upon payment of the 
8UDl of £25. By the law of 1890 a residence of only two yean is 
required and the payment of a 8UDl of £5. But, whereu Lett.en 
of Naturalisation under the old law made the recipient thereof a 
full-fledged burgher, letters under the new law allow him to 
become a burgher only after a lapee of fourteen years after recei~ 
of &Uch letters. 

By the abo?e outline I have attempted to give you conciaely 
and clearly a true exposition of the Constitution of this Bepablio 
aa it exists at present. The old V oortrekkers, men whoee liten.
ture was the Bible, and who were more at home with the whip 
and rifle than with the pen, drafted their Grondwet on linee of 
what they considered oontained the doctrines of true Republican
ism, and, for their time, and for the circumstances then exiating, 
their Grondwet was, no doubt, a sound basis upon which to carry 
on the Goverament of the day. It would be idle to oompue the 
work of the Committee appointed in 1858 to draft the Gt-ondwe& 
of the Boers with the Convention which met at Philadelphia in 
1787 to frame the Constitution for the United Stat.ee of Nolih 
America. Of thia Convention Mr. Bryce, in his work OIi the 
American Commonwealth, writes:-

' This famous Assembly, which oonaisted of fifty-6ve delept., 
sat nearly five months, and expended upon it.a work an 
amount of labour and thought oommenaurate with Ille 
magnitude of the taak and the sp1endoar of the NlalL 
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The debates were secret, and fortunat.ely eo, for oriticiam 
from without might have imperilled a work whioh eeemed 
repeat.edly on the point of breaking down, so great were 
the diffioultiee enoount.ered from the different divergent 
eentiment.a and int.ereete of different parts of the country, 
as well as of the larger and smaller States. 

' It ia hard to-day even for Amerioans to realise how enormous 
thoee diffioultiea were. Well might Hamilton say-

' "The establishment of a Constitution in time of profound 
peaoe by the voluntary oonaent of the whole people ia a 
prodigy to the completion of whioh I look forward with 
trembling anxiety."' 

Our purpoee, however, ia not to deal with the exoellenoe or 
defects of the Constitution from the point of view of the V oortrek
ken of 1868, but to consider the question whether it ia 8Ditable 
to the present want.a of the inhabitants of the Republic. 

For the purpose of diacusaing the merit.a of the Constitution 
and it.a adaptability to the present changed and enlight.ened 
times I purpose to divide it into 

THRBB BRANCHES, 

the .Executive, the Legislative, and the Judicial. I ahall at 
oeriain point.a raise comparisons of our Constitution with that of 
the Unit.ed Stat.ea, which will be admitt.ed to be the moat perfect 
model of a Constitution for a Republican Government. 

At the head of the Executive ia the State President, who, aa 
we aee from the ' Grondwet,' ia elected by the people ; he ia not 
reaponsible to the people, but to the Volkaraad. At first im
prellion it may appear that it doea not matter whether the 
Preaident'a responsibility is to the people direct or to them 
through their repreaentativea in the Volksraad, but I ahall 
preeentl1 attempt to ahow that the indirect responsibility of the 
President is one of the greatest evils of the Constitution. The 
fint Preeident of the Republic under the Grondwet waa Marthinua 
W eaee1a Pretoriua. He was elect.ed in 1868, and continued in 
o&ioe until 1860, when he was elected to the President.ship of the 
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Orange Free State. In 1864 he resigned the Preeidentahip of 
the Free State, and was re-elected President of the Trannaal. 
He remained President until 1872, when the Bev. Thomaa 
Burgers, a minister of the Free Protestant Church at Graaf
Reinet, was elected, the law with regard to the qualification of 
the President having in 1871 been altered with the object of 
admitting Mr. Burgers. By this law it was provided that it wu 
not a necessary qualification that the President should be a 
burgher of the State. Mr. Burgers remained President until 
the annexation by England in 1877. After the retroceaaion in 
1882, the country, having for a short time been governed by a 
triumvirate consisting of .Kruger, Pretorius, and Joubert, his 
Honour Paul .Kruger was elected President. In 1887 he wu 
re-elected. His term of office expires this year, and his Honour 
offers himself for a third time to the people for re-election. There 
is nothing in the Constitution to prevent this ; in fact, there is a 
special provision that he ahall be re-eligi"ble. It is, however, a 
aerioua question whether the Constitution is not capable of amend
ment in this respect, ao aa to limit the term for which any indi
vidual shall hold the office of President. In America the aame 
rule prevailed, now, however, abrogated by cuatom, and upon this 
point Mr. Bryce writes :-

' The oonatitution prescribes no limit for the re-eligibility of 
the President. He may go on being choaen from one four
year period after another for the term of his natural life. 
But tradition baa mpplied the place of law. Elected in 
1789, Washington submitted to be re-elected in 1792. But 
when he had aerved this second term he abeolutely refused 
to serve a third, urging the risk to republican inatitutiona 
of suffering the same man to continue conatantly in office. 
Jefferson, Madiaon, Monroe, and Jackson obeyed the prece
dent, and did not aeek, nor did their friends for them, 
re-election after two terma. Mt.er them no President waa re
elected except Lincoln, down to General Grant. Grant wu 
President from 1869 to 1873, and again from 1873 to 1877 ; 
then came Mr. Hayes; and in 1880 an attempt waa made 
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t.o break the unwritt.en rule in Grant's favour. Each party 
nominates its candidate in a gigantic assembly called the 
National Convention. In the Republican Party Con
vention of 1880, a powerful group of delegates put 
forward Grant for nomination as the party candidate, 
alleging hia special services as a ground for giving him 
the honour of a third term. Had there not been among 
the Republicans themselves a section personally hostile 
t.o Grant, or rather t.o thoee who surrounded him, the 
attempt might have succeeded, though it would probably 
have involved defeat at the polls. But thia hostile section 
found the prepoeeeeeion of the people against a third term 
80 strong that, by appealing t.o the eetabliahed tradition, 
they defeated the Grant men in the convention, and 
obtained the nomination of Mr. Garfield, who was vic
t.orioue at the ensuing election. Thie precedent has been 
taken as practically decisive for the future, because General 
Grant, though hia administration had been marked by 
grave faults, was an. exceptionally popular figure. A 
principle affirmed against him is not likely t.o be de
parted from in favour of any aspirant for many elections 
t.o come.' 

In earlier times, when there were few men in the country 
t.o whom the people could look up as leaders, and when. as actu
ally occurred, it might have been found neceeeary t.o go outside 
of the Republic for a suitable President, it might have been 
desirable t.o make no restriction in respect of re-eligibility ; but at 
the preeent time, when there are numbers of men in this country 
as competent, and more 80 than their predeceuors who have gone 
before, t.o assume the highest office in the State, it becomes matter 
for earnest consideration whether 'the risk t.o republican insti
tutions of suffering the eame man t.o continue OOD.1tantly in office ' 
does not demand an alteration in the oomtitution. 

Again, according t.o the Grondwet, the President baa a seat 
in the Raad, but has no vote. 'The American President is not 
a member of the Legislature at all. He is an independent and 
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eeparate power on whom the people for the ake of checking the 
Legislature, and of prot.ecting themeelvee against it, have apecially 
conferred the function of arresting by his diapproval it.a act.a.' 
The eeat which the Tranavaal President has in the Volbraad, and 
hie int.erferenoe with every little detail in the work of the 11El88ion, 
is without doubt one of the worst features of the oomtitution, and 
cum.ot be othenrise than attended by the IDOllt banefal 001188-

quenoee. AJJ a leader of the people, it is bat natural that the 1888 

intelligent memben of the Raad should look upcm the President 
88 a man of 8Uperior wiadom, and 8Ubordinate their viewe to hie, 
eepeoially when hie opinions upon every question dieouaeed are 
oonetantly preeaed. with the utmost perei.etency, to the extent that, 
in every 88118ion of the Raad, we hear of sw,h undignified scenes 
88 the President retiring from the House in anger and threatening 
to resign because the Raad refuaed to do hia will Nor does it 
rest here. U the Preeident cannot get hia way in the Ho11Se, or 
fear& that any scheme of his may not be aooepted by the Raad. 
oa1Unl888 are held at his private dwelling, and there, with copious 
libations of early coffee, the members are primed to do the Presi
dent's will when the Raad meet.a again. What is the result of 
all this P We are under the fond delusion that we are governed 
according to true republican principlee, while we are in reality 
being raled by an autocrat. I think, therefore, that you will 
agree with me that in this respect also the constitution deeenea 
amendment, namely, the President should be deprived of his 
eeat in the Volbraad. I may remark that in the neighbouring 
Republic the constitution aleo provides a eeat for the Preaident in 
the Volbraad, yet President Reits, and President Brand before 
him, have, I believe, alwaya obeerved the good taste to .tay at 
home until they had been eent for. 

Acoorcling to the Grondwet, all legislation must be initiated 
by the State-President. 

'The American President cannot introduce Billa either 
directly or through hie Minietere, for they do not ait iD 
Oongreee. All that the Constitution permit.a him to do iD 
this direction is to inform Oongreee of the state of the 
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nation, and to recommend the meanres which his ex
perience in administration shows to be n8C888al'Y'. The 
latter function ia diacharged by the messages which the 
Pl'eaident addreeaea to Congress. The most import.ant is 
that sent by the hands of his Private Secretary at the 
beginning of each Session. George Washington uaed to 
deliver hie addreeaea orally. Jefferson, when his turn 
came in 1801, began the practice of sending communica
tions in writing ; and thia has been followed ever since. 
The meaaage wnially diacu8888 the leading questions of 
the moment, indicates mischiefs needing a remedy, and 
mggeata the requisite legialation. But aa no Billa are 
IQbmitted by the President, and a.a, even were he to 
aubmit them, no one of hie Ministers aita in either Houae 
to explain and defend them, the message is a shot in the 
air, without practical result. It is rather a manifesto, a 
declaration of opinion and policy, than a step towards 
legialation. Congreaa is not moved, Members go their 
own ways, and bring in their own Billa. President 
Oleveland, for instance, has recently (1887) in two auccee
aive mesaagea called attention to the neceaaity for dealing 
with the silver question, but Congreaa has not even 
attempted to handle the matter.' 

I will not go to the length of saying that in this country no 
legialation should be initiated by the Executive ; it would, I 
think, be an unwise alteration in the Constitution to deprive the 
Executive of the right of introducing Billa; yet no one will 
doubt for a moment but that it ought to be the inherent privilege 
of every Member of the Raad to introduce a law for the good of 
hie fellow-aubjecta. • In the Cape Colony, for instance, many 
wise laws have been initiated by Members of Parliament. The 
Oonatitution may, therefore, safely be amended by not restricting 
the right to propose laws to the President, and by allowing each 
Member of the Volksraad to introduce any private Billa which he 

• It reducee the Raad to the subordinate position of a consulting body. and 
pnventa any legislation aimed at resbicting the powers of the &ecutive. 
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pleaaee. The Grondwet provides that the St.at.e President shall 
be respo11811>le to the Volksraad. I have already mentioned that, 
to my mind, this is one of the great.eat defect.a in the Oonatitution 
of the Transvaal, this responsibility of the President, not directly 
to the people, but to the Volksraad aa the representative of the 
people. The evil of it lies in this : the President is virtually the 
oontrolling spirit of the Volksraad; he is responsible t.o a body in 
which he himsell baa a eeat, and where he exercises an almost 
eupreme influence. He is not, like the American President, a 
check upon the Legislature, for he is part and parcel of the 
Legislature itsell. The Heads of the Department.a are his 
nominees, with approval of the Volksraad. If anything goes 
wrong in any department, the President, as the Chief of the 
Executive, ought to take the responsibility of it. But to whom 
baa he to account P To the Volksraad with whose approval the 
nomination waa made, and before whom the head of such 
department baa to be impeached. in caeea of any miaoonduct or 
irregularity. 

To give you an illustration, and taking, say, the State 
Attorney' a Department as an example: Some short time ago a 
man called Linekey, an official employed. in Johannesburg, robbed 
the Government of some thousands of pounds, which he carefully 
deposited. in the Standard Bank. The embezslement waa di&
oovered. Now, if this had happened. in any country where the 
administration of justice was properly conducted., the culprit 
would have been arreet.ed, and within, eay, at the most six weeks, 
he would have been brought to trial, convicted, and eent.enced. 
and the money would have been re-transferred to the coffers of 
the St.at.e. What actually happened., however, is this: Linekey 
was, through the negligence of the St.at.e Attorney' a Department, 
kept in gaol beyond the time preeoribed. by law for bringing 
a criminal to trial, the result of which was that the High Court 
discharged him. Meanwhile the St.at.e Attorney had allowed 
Linekey to appropriat.e the sum of £600 out of the money which 
he had stolen, for the purpose of defending bimeelf. Linakey is 
now at large threat.ening the Government with an action for 
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damages for having kept him in gaol so long. Now, no greater 
mat-administration of justice oould occur. Yet, if the President, 
who, I say, ought to be responsible to the people for the good 
conduct of the State Attorney's Department, were to be taken 
to task for this at the hustings, his answer would be : 'I am not 
responsible to you. I am responsible to the Volksraad, before 
whom the State Attorney bas been impeached, and by whom 
he bas been acquitted. I have accounted to the Volkaraad, 
and they are satisfied.' This is surely not a fit state of 
thingsP• 

Another great defect in the Constitution of the Transvaal liee 
in the fact that the Executive Council, the advisers of the 
President, are not his nominees, but those of the people and the 
Volksraad, viz., the Commandant-General is elected by the 
people, the remaining members by the Volksraad. In America, 
the ministers of the President are his own nominees, and he is 
respollBlole for their acts. The President there bas the amplest 
range of choice for his ministers. He UBUally forms an entirely 
new Cabinet when he enters office, even if he belongs to the same 
party as his predecessor. He may take-he sometimes does take 
-men who not only never have sat . in Congress, but have not 
figured in politics at all, who may never have eat in a State 
Legislature nor held the humblest office. Generally, of course, 
the pereons chosen have already made for themselves a position of 
at least local importance. Often they are those to whom the 
President owes his election, or to whose influence with the party 
he looks for support in hia policy. Sometimes they have been his 
most prominent competitors for the party nominations. The 
respective positions of the President and his ministers are the 
reverse of those which exist in the constitutional monarchies of 
Europe. There the aovereign is irresponsible, and the minister 
responsible for the acts which be does in the aovereign's name. 
In America the President is responsible, because the minister is 
nothing more than his servant, bound to obey him, and inde-

• lao't thia libel P L bu been acqaltt.ed, and the CiTil cue pending 11·ill 
bring out bis guilt or bmocence. Allude to BibbiDb' cue. which la wone. 
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pendent of Congress. The minister's act.a are, therefore, legally 
the act.a of the President. The President is penonally responsible 
for hie act.a, not indeed to Congress, but to the people by whom he 
is choeen. No means exist of enforcing this responmoility, except 
by impeaohment; but 88 hie power laat.a for four years only, and 
ia much restricted, this is no serious evil He cannot avoid 
reapoll8loility by alleging the advice of hie ministers, for he ia not 
bound to follow it, and they are bound to obey him or retire. 
The ministers do not ait in Oongreaa. They are not accountable 
to it, but to the President, their master. In this state of things 
one cannot properly talk of the Cabinet apart from the President. 
An American administration resembles not eo much the cabinet.a 
of England and France 88 the group of ministers who surround 
the Tsar or the Sultan, or who executed the bidding of a Roman 
Emperor like Constantine or Juatinian. Such ministers are 
severally reaponaible to their maater, and are severally oalled in to 
counael him, but they have not nece88&rily any relations with one 
another, nor any duty of collective action. So while the President 
commit.a each department to the minister whom the law provides, 
and may, if he chooaes, leave it altogether to that minister, the 
executive act.a done are his own act.a, by which the country will 
judge him, and still more ie hie policy 88 a whole hie own policy, 
and not the policy of hie ministers taken together. 

In the Transvaal the members of the Executive are, aa I have 
aaid, not nominated by the President, and he ia not reapon81ole for 
their act.a. The reault of this condition of things ia that Party 
Government under the Constitution ia an impoaaibility. The 
President ie 8880Ciated with men who, perhaps, do not belong to 
the aame party aa he does, or who may not belong to any party at 
all. They may be men with whom he ie not in touch aa far aa 
political matters are concerned, who have been in office before he 
was elected, who have counselled the outgoing President during 
hie term of office and helped him to shape a policy, and have now 
again to advise the new President, who may have a policy totally 
opposed to that of hie predece880r. I think I have aufticiently 
ahown that, 88 far 88 the Executive branch of the Oonsti-
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tution is concemed, it is capable of very large and important 
reforms.• 

Coming, now, to the Legislative Branch of the Constitution
the Legislature of the Transvaal is composed of two Ho11888, the 
First Volksraad and the Second Volksraad. Up to the year 1890 
the Legislature of the country was entrusted to only one Chamber 
called the Vol.karaad, which was established by the Grondwet in 
1858. Since the discovery of the goldfields, and the in.flux of this 
large foreign population, there has been a clamouring on the part 
of the Uitlanders for political privileges of some sort. Memoriala 
and petitions were constantly being sent to the Legislature and 
the Government, praying that representation should go with 
taxation. The birth of the Second Vol.karaad was the result of 
this agitation. It is composed of twenty-four memben (the 
same number as sit in the First Volksraad). These have exactly 
the same qualification, with this exception : that naturalised 
foreigners, who have held letters of naturalisation for two years, 
are entitled to be elected to a seat in the Second Volksraad. They 
are elected in manner similar to the election of memben of the 
other Raad, naturalised foreigners having also a Tote. After the 
met two years of it.s existence one half of the members shall retire 
by lot, and a fresh election shall take place of twelve memben in 
their stead. As the members are elected for four years, there will 
be a regular rotation of memben every two years. 

At the recent interview between the deputation of the Union 
and the President in Pretoria, he assured them that his great aim 
as the bead of the State has been, during his term of office, to 
bring about a union between the two classes in the country, the 
burghers and the new-comen. It was with this view that the 
Second Volksraad waa called inio existence, and it was through 
the Second Vol.karaad that he meant to lead the Uitlander up to 
the burgher, until they should stand on the same level in politics 
and all enjoy equal privileges. This pl'OC888 has hitherto been 
IODlewhat slow, especially in regard to the Uitlanders of the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields. The Second Vol.karaad has now been 

• State a specific case 811pposlng bow he Is to rule. 
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in existence for two years. Our representative during this time 
has been one of the old burghers, for the reason that, at the 
election for the Second Volksraad, the old burghers were in the 
majority amongst the electors of this district, and, naturally, 
elected one of their own men. In other words we have, since the 
eatabliahm.ent of the Second Volksraad, been totally unrepreeented 
in that Chamber. This is what the President calls 'leading ua 
up to the old burghers.' (Laughter.) It migM be said that in 
course of time our position will be improved ; at the next election 
there will be 80 many naturalised Uitlandera who will have the 
right to vote, and who have aufficient strength to return an 
Uitlander member. That will be 80, but even then the vast 
industry and the 50,000 inhabitants of these gold.fields will have 
only one representative 88 against twenty-five of the old burghers 
in the Second Chamber. And at what coat do we obtain this P 
Assuming that our total strength is 25,000 registered inhabitants, 
who, to enable them to enjoy the benefits conferred upon ua 
by the Second Volkaraad law, have decided upon getting the 
franchise for that purpose by taking out lett.ers of naturalisation : 
this is done at a cost of £5 per man, 80 that for the boon of 
returning one member to the Second Volksraad we have to pay 
the tidy aum of £125,000, that is assuming that the Government 
intends to forego the fine of 30a. per head for not registering 
within the first fortnight of arrival, which will amount to £37,500 
or more. And then, when this glorious privilege baa been 
secured, we find our man is representing us in a Chamber which, 
88 a piece of legislative machinery, is a perfect farce. 

I have already explained what are the functions of the Second 
Volksraad, and what matt.era come under their control They 
have no taxing power, but may pass Bcsluita or Laws with regard 
to almost any subject of legislation, but these resolutions or acts 
of the Chamber are nothing more than suggestions to the First 
Chamber. The President baa the right of either placing theee 
suggestions before the First Chamber or of shelving them, accord
ing to his own sweet will. 

Then, again, the constituent.a of this Second Volksraad are 
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entirely the same 88 that of the Fint. The members are of th-, 
aame qualification as far 88 age or property-holding is concemed; 
they are elected in the same way, with this exception, that 
naturalised aliens may vote .for them. As these naturalised 
aliens are all located on the Goldfielda, which return only two 
men to the Second Volbraad, the Second Chamber is thu 
practically formed of men returned by the burghers. 'Every 
nation which has formed a legislature with two houeee has experi
enced the difficulty of devising methods of choice eufti.ciently 
different to give a distinct character to each house. Italy has a 
Senate composed of persons nominated by the Crown. The 
Ru88ian House of Lords is partly nominated, partly hereditary, 
and partly elective. The Spanish Senatore are partly hereditary, 
partly official, and partly elective. In the Germanic Empire the 
Federal Council ooneiete of delegates of the several kingdoms and 
principalities. France appoint.a it.a Senators by indirect election. 
In England the members of the House of Lords sit by hereditary 
right! In the Cape Colony, in which a system of Government 
prevaih as free as that of any Republic in the world, the Legis
lative Council is composed of members who have a different 
property qualification from that of the members of the Assembly, 
who are elected for Oirclee and not for the District, and in whose 
election also a different mode of voting is observed. Here, 
however, each district sends as many members, having exactly the 
aame qualification and elected in the same manner, to the Second 
as to the First Volkeraad. What can poaeibly be the utility of 
,uch an arrangement P The one Chamber is not a check upon 
the other. The Second Volbraad is absolutely ehom of it.a 
legislative functions by the proviso that the Beeluit.e and Lawe 
eball not have the force of law until published in the Staahcouraftt 
by the President, and he may withhold the publication if he deem 
it contrary to the interest.a of the State. No neceeeity ever 
exiat.ed in the State for the creation of the Second Chamber. It 
waa invented by the wily bucolic to serve as a sop to the Uitlander, 
who came with memorials and petitions clamouring for political 
right.a, and that the Uitlander is not so gullible as to be satisfied 
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with this hollow subterfuge baa been-amply proved by event. 
which have happened since the establishment of the Union. 

The First Chamber is, according to the Grondwet, the supreme 
authority in the land. In a diacusaion in the Volkaraad. doring 
the session of 1887 on the powers of the Raad, the President 
declared that the Volksraad had 8UCh omnipotenoe that it would 
decapitate any individual in the St.ate without 88 much aa giving 
a reaaon for it. From a legal point of view the Preeident wu 
right, for the Oourte of Law of thia St.ate have no oontrol what
ever over the Volksraad. The Volbraad ia the highest authority 
in the land ; it can change the Constitution at its will, it can 
deprive any individual of his rights by a simple resolution, and 
from such resolution there is no appeal In the United St.at. 
the Oonstitution 'ia not only a fundamental law, but an unchange
able law-unchangeable, that ia to say, by the national legialatme, 
and changeable even by the people only through a slow and 
difficult proce88.' A Oonstitution which ia 80 rigid 88 to be 
incapable of amendment could not be framed on a smmd basis, 
for the exigencies of the times, which change will require amend
ment, however small, to nit the altered circumatancee and 
conditions of the St.ate. Any necesaary amendment. in the 
Constitution ought, however, to be made by the people who 
framed it. To delegate the authority to amend the Constitution 
without reference to the will of the people ia moet dangerou, a1MI 
is contrary to the very first principlee of true Republicanian 
The Grondwet provides that three montha' notice shall be givea 
to the people of all laws which the President, with the advice al 
the Executive, ahall think fit to propose, with the exception al 
thoae measures which are 80 urgent as to brook no delay. This ia 
a wise provision in the Constitution, but honoured more in the 
breach than in the observance. Our st.atu.te law t.eema with V olb
raad Besluits on all subjects affecting the State, the Government, 
and tile rights of private individuals, pasaed without a moment's 
notice to the people. This procedure ia in direct conflict with 
the provisions of the Oonstitution, and is one of the gro8lellt 
evils which have crept int.o the legislation of the country. 
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I now come to the third division of the subject, namely : The 
ladicial branch of the Oonstitntion. The Grondwet providee 
that there ehall be a High Court, a Circuit Court, and Courts of 
Landdroet.a. The constitution of these Courts. and the procedure 
1,y which they are conducted, are determined by several statutee, 
the particulars of which it is not neceamy for me to detail here. 
I ehall confine myself to the question of the relation of the High 
Ooort of the Republic to the Volksraad. • No feature of the 
Government of the United States' (says Bryce) 'bas awakened 
so much curiosity in the European mind, caused eo much discu&
aion, received so much admiration, and been more frequently 
misunderstood, than the duties usigned to the Supreme Court, 
and the functions which it discharges in guarding the ark of the 
Constitution. The name " Constitution " designates a particular 
instrument adopted in 1788, which is the foundation of the 
National Government. This Constitution was ratified and made 
binding, not by Congress, but by the people. It creat.ed a Legis
lature of two Houses, but that legislature which we call Congreea 
has no power to alter it in the smallest particular. That which 
the people have enacted, the people only can alter or repeal.' 

U, therefore, any laws are passed or any acts committed by 
Congrea!I repugnant to the provisions of the Constitution, an 
appeal to the Supreme Court will nullify these. In the Transvaal 
the relation between the High Court and Volksraad is revereed. 
The Court is subservient to the Raad. The Volksraad is the 
highest authority in the land. No appeal lies from its Beeluita. 
The Volksraad has even gone the length of ousting the High 
Court of its jurisdiction where the rights of private individuals 
have been concerned. An instance of this occurred in 1887. 
when an action was brought in the High Court by Theodore 
Doms against the Government for transfer of some twenty-three 
farms on the western border of the Transvaal. Dome had been 
the secretary and adviser of the Badlapin Chief Gasebone, and 
this Ohief was bound by solemn contract with Doma to deliver 
these farms to him. The Transvaal Government had annexed 
Gasebone's territory. Subsequent to the annexation the Transvaal 
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Government had repeatedly recognised Doma'a right, but, owing 
t.o aome difficulties which I need not detail here, transfer waa not. 
given. Dome 8Ul'l'endered his estate, and hia trustees instituted an 
action against the Government for transfer of these farms. The 
Government laid the smnmona upon its receipt before the Vollc&
raad. The following day the answer of the Government t.o the 
BU1D1Dons was filed, they refuaed t.o fight the action in the ordinary 
way, and pleaded a Volksraad Besluit which had been taken. 
Thie Besluit, which will be a standing blot upon the statute law 
of the Transvaal, ia t.o the following effect:-

' That the Volksraad has considered the claim of Doma, denies 
it, and declares, as a final decision, that he is not entitled 
t.o the farms for which the action ia instituted.' 

A more disgraceful abuse of the authority of t.he Supreme 
Power in the State cannot be conceived. It was considered in 
aome quarters that the High Court exhibited weakneaa in not. 
reaenting the action of the Volksraad by proceeding with the 
case and recording its judgment. Yet it ia quite clear that the 
Volkaraad acted within the powers granted t.o it by the Consti
tution. Under this condition of things the High Court is no 
safeguard, the Constitution can be wrecked by a simple 'Besluit' 
of the Volkaraad, private individuals can be mercilessly deprived 
of their all, for the Volksraad ia omnipotent and no appeal lies 
from its acts except 

AN APPBAL TO TBB SWORD. 

There can be no doubt but that the Constitution of the Transvaal 
U TOTALLY UNSUITED TO THB RBQUIRBHBNTS OP TBB PRB&BIIT 

ADV ANCBD TIMBS. How and in what respects it ought t.o be 
remodelled would be premature for 118, having no shadow of 
political rights, t.o discl188. 
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PETITION TO SIR HENRY LOCH. 

JOHANNESBURG, June, 1894. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR HENRY BROUGHAM LOCH, 

K.O.M.G., &c., HER MAJESTY'S IDGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR SOUTH AFRICA. 

W B, the undersigned loyal subject.a of Her Majesty the Queen, 
beg respectfully to tender you, on behalf of Her Majesty's 
subject.a in the Transvaal, a hearty welcome upon this, the 
occasion of your Excellency's second visit to Pretoria. 

Your Excellency's arrival at this juncture affords ua the 
opportunity of stating with what confidence we regard your 
t.enure of the high office of Her Majesty's chief representative 
in South Africa, and of stating that we respectfully look to your 
Excellency to uphold the interest.a of all British subject.a in the 
Transvaal in a manner consistent with the greatneas of the tradi
tions of our country ; and so to maintain and strengthen the 
attachment of our fellow-countrymen to their Queen. 

Your Excellency will hardly need to be reminded how great 
are the interest.a of Her Majesty's subject.a in this country; but 
we would wish to emphasise for your Excellency's consideration 
the peculiar difficulties which have lately manifested themselves 
as being incidental to our position here. 

Denied the franchise, and having recently been subjected to 
the indignity of seeing a petition presented by 13,000 resident.e
mainly eubject.e of the Queen-praying for some relaxation of the 
unjust franchise laws, greeted with laughter and acorn by the 
legislature ; having further been informed by the authorities 
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that not only we, but our children, bom in the country, can never 
hope to participate in the more precioua privileges of citisenahip; 
our wrongs have lately been accentuated by the circumstance that 
the Court.a and the Government of thia State have declared our 
liability to be called out, at any time, without pay or compensation, 
for compulsory military service, for the carrying out of the lawa, 
in the making of which we can never have any voice, and in the 
enforcement of which we have no interest. 

We beg to assure your Excellency that thia position of aftain 
ia to ua eo intolerable that the situation ia fraught with the poea
bility of serious results ; and we respeotfully beg you Exoellency 
to bestow the gravest and most serioWJ consideration upon it. 

We pass by the numeroua other grievances and disabilities 
under which we labour in this State, being well aware tbat your 
Excellency is fully conversant with them. 

In the trust that our reliance upon Her Majesty's Government, 
whom it is your high privilege to represent in South Africa, may 
always be justified, and that we shall not have approached you 
Excellency in vain with this bare suggestion of the gravity of the 
situation. 

We beg to subscribe ourselves, &c. 
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ADDRESS 

Given by Mr. Advocate Wessels, of Pretoria, 
before the Uitlanders' Association, 

ON OCTOBER IJTR, 1894. 

I 1li VB been requested to address a few words to you on the 
political statue of the Uitlander in this Republic. The question, 
88 fat as the Uitlander is concerned, is one of the greatest im
portance ; and I would venture to say that it is not entirely 
unimportant to the moat ardent patriot who feeds his herds on the 
Waterberg Bills, or who contemplat.es nature in the enlightened 
environs of Piet Retief. I do not appear before you as a poli
tician, not even as an amateur politician, in the newspaper eense 
of the word 'politician.' A professional politician I am not, for 
neither do I revolve round the two Volksraad.a, nor do I take my 
matutinal cup of coffee on the President's etoep. I do not edit 
a newspaper, nor do I desire a penny of the yearly revenue. I 
am an ordinary every-day eort of a creature, deeply interested 
in South Africa, who happens to be fond of political and con
stitutional history, and eome of the problems which that branch 
of study preeente. One of these problems ie absolutely unknown 
to a vast portion of the inhabitants of this world of ours, un
interesting to a great number of Europeans and Americana, 
though exceedingly interesting to the people who are building 
up the fortunes of this Republic. It is this problem which I wish 
to diacuas with you this enning. I shall consider it under various 
heads: (1) What is meant by a UitlanderP (2) What is hie 
poaition in the State P (8) Is it for the benefit of the State that 
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he should be excluded from all political right.a P That we should 
clearly understand 

WHAT 18 MEANT BY UlTLANDBR 

seems to me of the utmost importance, for aometimes I &nd the 
word U88d in one sense, at another time it has an entirely different 
meaning. It is U88d by aome as designating all peraone who are 
not burghers ; by others it is U88d as an equivalent for fJtrdomdt 
( d--d) Englishmen. The use of it is manifestly unfair to the 
gentlemen of other nationalities who bask in the eu.nahine of 
Government favour. (1) In one 981188 the word Uitlander meam 
any person bom outside the frontier of this Republic. In this 
sense the sons of Transvaal parents, bom elsewhere, might be 
Uitlanders. (2) It also means, in a more restricted 1181U18, a 
person bom outside the frontier of thia State, of parent.a not 
eubject.a of this State. In this eenee most of the V oortrekkera 
are Uitlanders. President Kruger, in this meaning of the word. 
is a Uitlander. (3) It may also mean a peraon to whom the 
ruling element in this State has not deemed it fit and proper to 
give the right.a of citizenship. This is the usual meaning given 
to the word Uitlander in the newspapers and in the street& In 
this sense the majority of the townspeople of the Transvaal are 
Uitlandere. This would be a rough-and-ready definition; but if 
we wish to consider the position occupied by the Uitlander, and 
hie destinies, then we must have a more accurate conception of 
what he actually is. The Uitlander, in common with all the 
inhabitants of the State, poeeeeees certain right.a. He may not 
be killed by a fellow-inhabitant unless certain suflicient reuona 
exist. His akin may not be broken with impunity, although there 
may be an inclination to• 'eave half a brick at him.' The law 
places a certain restraint upon peraona giving this inclination an 
actual and visible form. He may not be physically kicked or 
trampled upon, however praiseworthy a moral kicking and tnmp
ling upon may be deemed by the eelect few who do not happen 
to fall under the category of Uitlander. His property cannot 
be stolen or taken away from him by the burgher who cuually 
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stroU. over the country, however necesaary and even meritorious 
it may be considered by the ruling element to deprive him in
directly of his worldly encombrances. The difierence between 
the treatment he may reoeive by the individual burgher and by 
the collective body of burghers is very considerable. The indi
vidual members of the Volk are strictly forbidden to tread upon 
the Uitlander, however severely 

~ THIRTEEN INTBLLIGBNCJIS 

of the Volksraad may dance upon his peraon, hia voioe, and his 
property. These right.a he shares with all but the coloured 
inhabitant.a of this free Republic. There are, however, a great 
many very important point.a which the Uitlander may not poa
eeu in common with the select few who by unforeeeen accident.a 
may have come here aomewhat earlier than he did. An almoat 
impercepti'ble fragment of infinity baa separated the sheep from 
the goat.a. The Uitlander may not vote lor a member of the 
Volkaraad, although he poese8888 the unfettered freedom to pay 
auch taxes as the Volkeraad. may impoee upon him. He may 
not sit on a jury, for then he might corrupt the uored fountaina 
of justice. An intelligent Uitlander, with thouaands at .take, 
ia oonaidered much less likely to come to a sane conclusion from 
a complicated series of fact.a than a God-gifted burgher who 
absolutely doee not understand the language of the preaiding 
judge. He may not be an official, not even a district surgeon ; 
then he would unquestionably use his official position to betray 
the country to the English. I am not quite certain whether he 
may be a white policeman,• though I doubt if any restriction, 
exist against his being a black one. Now these qualities are 
distinctly negative ; these are, aa it were, his minua qualities. 
I must here digreBB, and say that I do not wish to rail at the 
ignorance of the burgher, for I know aa well aa he doee that 
it is not his fault, and that he has not had the advantages that we 
have had. But it is a fact-an important one-which we must 

• It will be remembered that Mr. Kruger recently prohibited uy Ultlanden 
from being enrolled as policemen.-ED. 
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take notice of when we consider the relations between burgher 
and Uitlander, and the latter'• position in the State. If a doctor 
wiehee to treat a disease, he baa to inquire into all manner of 
details, eome of which are by no means pleuant to the patient 
to discover. So here, the want of knowledge on the part of the 
burgher permeates the whole administration, and is therefore an 
important factor and a moat unpleaeant eymptom in our diseaeed 
Republic. This ignorance and want of education is a lamentable 
fact; but when one thinks of the systematic endeavo111'8 of a 
certain clau in our midst to keep these unfortunate men and their 
deeoendants ignorant, in order to further their own small schemes, 
it is verily enough to exasperate a saint. Whilet the Dopper and 
hia henchman, the Hollander, are squabbling with the advanced 
Afrikander and the Uitlander about politioe, the unfortunate y011th 
of the country are kept in ignoranoe, and are daily growing 

MoRB l1100:MPBTBNT TO RuLB. 

Education, knowledge, honesty, are minor considerations ; the 
true question always is : • Do you rant with the ignorant Boer, or 
do you take a more liberal view of things P' Woe betide you if 
you are found guilty of the latter iniquity. Now I have said that 
a Uitlander is devoid of the rights of citizenship. In order, 
therefore, to appreciate his position, we must have an accurate 
oonception of what citizenship really means. The word citizen is 
also one of those unfortunate words used in a different sense at 
different street comere. I am a citizen of Pretoria, but I can 
certainly not be described as having the rights of Transvaal 
citizenship. Why not, you will ask, drop all this, and say a 
Uitlander is a person who is not a burgher P Thie is also street
oomer investigation. For if you will turn up that healthy-looking, 
plump volume called the Local Laws, you will eoon find, to your 
utter astonishment, that where it serves the purpose of the ruling 
element you Uitlanders are called burghers. Mr. Leonard pointed 
thia out to the Oourt when disoU8Sing the commandeering quee
tion, but the Court seemed to think that the Volkaraad had 
tumbled into this confusion out of pure oourt.eou.s good-nature, 
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and that it was very wrong of the Uitlanders to try and take 
advantage of thia bucolic simplicity. So you see, I must really 
trouble you to understand what ia meant by citizenship. Etymo
logically, a citizen ia the inhabitant of a city. He ia, therefore, 
from an etymological point of view, very nearly akin to a burgher, 
who ia the inhabitant of a burg or a fortified town. It ia curious, 
however, to note the marvellous eomersault the burgher has made 
in thia country. He ie never a true burgher, inasmuch as we 
have no fortified towns, unleee Pretoria, with its formidable camp 
and guard ol valiant heroee, selected from the Law Chambers and 
the Carlton Bar, can be said to be a fortified town. Sometimes, 
however, by a stray chance, a burgher happens to be a towrunnan, 
bot by far the majority of burghers have nothing to do with a 
town, or even a dorp. He ponders over the destinies of hia 
eountry whilst bumping along in an ox-waggon, or whilst watching 
hia little herd from a ehadeleee stoep. So, in the Transvaal, the 
burgher or townsman ie, in truth, the inhabitant of any part of 
the country but the town. So much for the etymological citizen 
or burgher. Al. culture, industry, and freedom had their real 
birth in the towns, eo the word citizen or burgher gradually 
obtained a wider meaning, and eventually came to mean the 
members of the State, endowed with complete political rights. 
The citizens or burghers in a political sense form, therefore, that 
portion of the inhabitants of a country poeaesei:ng full political 
rights. It this definition be true-end I may say that it rests 
upon the authority of no leee a constitutional lawyer than 
BluntMhli-then we see that in thia country we have various 
grades, from the God-gifted burgher to the helot Uitlander. We 
have fint of all the noble burgher, clothed in the purple-bordered 
t.oga of political rights. Such a man may become a President; 
-he may vote at elections for all manner of representatives, though 
he may be a bywoner (squatter) and only sixtilen years old, and 
with a vocabulary of about 100 words, and ignorant of the use of 
'hook or pen. Then comes the unfortunate foreigner who has 
become naturaliaed. He ia neither fi.eh, flesh, fowl, nor good red 
herring. He luae lost hia former nationality, and acquired-
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what P-the right to vote for the Second Obamber, and to lldfer 
such humiliation as the first-cla8I citizen may wiah to impoae 
upon him. He haa eome of the righta and privileges of a burgher 
of the Republic, but is abeolutely devoid of the only right.a and 
privileges worth having. He haa 

ABsoLUTBLY NOTHINo TO S.u 

in the foreign policy of the State, and he may only eay ao much 
about the internal policy u may be pleasing and aooeptable to the 
owners of oxen and OOWB. What a noble place for a true 
freedom-loving Republican to occupy! How proud an Afribnder 
must be to qualify for such a high poeition ! How proud of him 
must be the ghosts of thoee who defended Leyden againat the 
Spaniards, or of thoee who died on the field of Wat.erloo ! Next 
in order comes the Uitlander pure and simple-the repreeenta&in 
of the wealth, the indUBtry, the intelligence, and the culture of 
the Republic ; and, laat in the politico-aooial grade, the indigenou 
inhabitant. This country, therefore, which pretends to be a 
Republic, is nothing of the kind, for it.a very burghers are dirided 
into classes, and these claaaes are dependent upon the knowledge and 
industry of aliena. I said that the Uitlander is a person to whom 
the rnling element in the State haa not given the right.a of 
citizenship ; what, then, is the ruling element P Clearly the first 
clau of burghers, the bucolic inhabitant, who happeoa to have 
arrived he1'l a little earlier than the naturalised burgher or the 
Uitlander. The form of government is oligarchical, and the reel 
rulers of the country are thoee who have fall political right.a, 
aided by foreigners, who for eome temporary good have plaoed 
themselves in the absolute power of these men. I think we haft 
now arrived at a correct conception of the political Uitlander. 
Let us consider, now, the Uitlander from another point of view. 
The old and well-established States ha\'e, with very few acep
tiona, been baaed upon nationality. Where a state ie formed 
upon the basis of national kinship it is, u a rule, more at.able thaa 
a state composed of diverse element& United Greece oould cope 
against the might of Persia. The Italian race, however much 
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they quarrelled among themselves, drove Hannibal from the 
Italian shores, and in our own days the German-.,,aa)ring St.at.ea 
joined hands againet the French, and by virtue of a strong 
national aentiment, knit together the various little States into thia 
now great German Empire. There are alao conglomerate States, 
but in these there is generally eome paramount race which binds 
together, by moral or physical force, the discordant elements. 
If the paramount State be powerful, good and well, but if it 
ceasee to be the dominating element, the result is invariably 
disintegration. The British Empire is 81lCh a oonglomerate State. 
So are Austria, Russia, and China. In each of these States, how
ever, there is at present a paramount race. The Roman Empire 
and the Spanish Empire are examples of disintegration directly 
the paramount race loet its dominant power. In these old 
Stat.es, whether founded upon nationality or not, the inhabitants 
may be divided into natives and aliena. In the oonglomerate 
State, the natives have to be considerably 111bdivided, and the 
division becomes purely a political one. In new States, 81lch as 
thia Republic, the division is, from a race point of view, quite 
unimportant. The full burgher is of the same race, has the same 
eentiments, the same language, the aame religion, the aame 
manners and customs as his brother or cousin in the Oape Colony, 
Nat.al, or the Free State. You may find three brothere-the one 
a British 81lbjeot, the other a Free State 111bjeot, and the third an 
ardent Transvaal patriot. In this case there is no race feeling 
which has cauaed the divergence in political rights. It is a pure 

llA1TBB OP TBBBITORY .um AOCIDBNT, 

and their opinions, as a rule, will be shaped by territorial 
infiuenoes, or pereonal advantages. The only persons who can be 
described as natives are the children bom in the Transvaal, all the 
rest are aliens or Uitlanders. In this eense President Kruger'• 
children are true Transvaalers, though he himself is a Uitlander. 
It will therefore appear at a glance that a new State such as the 
Transvaal is more akin t.o a colony than t.o the old-establiehed 
States, and the experienoe of 111ocesaful ooloniaation should be 
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earefally cultivated in thia country. The old inhabitant.a of the 
Trannaal, for whom I have a very great nepeot, •w thia. 
Henoo, in the old days, every European new-oomer wu welo«mecl, 
and with Tery little oeremony incorporated into the infant Stat.e. 

FBANCHISB LA ws IN 1866. 
In 1866 the diBerence between the raw European and the 

South African born was felt, and the European was given a year 
to beoome acquainted with the manners of the peopl9> and so 
qualify for oitisenship. 

FRANCHISB LA ws IN 1882.• 
Later on, in 1882, the period waa extended to five years, and 

all new-comers were included. Now it is easy to understand why 
the period was increased to five years. Feeling was very high 
immediately after the English war, and the people of the country 
were afraid that too easy concessions in this respect might en
danger the independence of the country. They therefore adopted 
the American period of five years' residence. Still theee men, 
fresh from the struggle, bitter against all Englishmen, thought 
that if a person were domiciled here for five years and took the 
oath of allegiance there would be no question as to his supporting 
the independence of the country. This law was based upon true 
republican principlee. It does not recognise any different c1aaaes 

of burghen. It divides the inhabitants into two sections, burghers 
and Uitlanders. It refuses to admit the Uitlander until he has 
been domiciled here five years, but when he has given that proof 
of his intention to form one of the community, he is welcomed as 
an equal, and is accorded equal rights. It was felt that the State 
was in process of forming, and that it should call to its standard 
all who wished to join that standard. 

FBANCHISB LA.ws IN 1886. 
Then came the gold discoveries, and gradually the old but'gher 

began to fear that the dominant power would be wrested from his 
• The President's ln'ritatloo to u to go to the Trannaal Is dated December 

ilst, 188S.-BD. 
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grup. He did not fear the raoe differenoee, for he repulaed his 
brother from the Cape or the Free St.ate with the aame vigov 
with which he repulsed Engliahmen. Then came to the front 
eome of the low instinct.a of humanity, fostered and fed by a orowd 
of foreign harpiea and flatterers. To his Afrikander brother from 
the Cape he aid: 'I cannot let you in; you were born in an 
Engliah colony ; you have imbibed Engliah ideas ; you will give 
our country back to the Engliah.' Mind. I have heard this aid 
by men born and bred and educated in the Colony, who only differ 
from me in this, that they came here a short time before me. 
The line of demarcation waa their adrnieeion to the franchiee. To 
the Free Stater these men replied : 'We should 80 like to make 
you burghers, you are 80 good and true ; but it will not look nioe 
to make any distinctions, 80 be kind enough to allow us to 
domineer over you, or else remain on the aouth side of the Vaal.' 
The law of 1882 • waa an exceedingly good one, and bad it been 
allowed to remain in the statute-book, the Uitlander of to-day 
would have bad a 

KINDLY FBBLINO TOWARDS THB BuRGRBB, 

and the St.ate would have increased in greatnese and prosperity. 
But, alas! the far-sighted members of the Executive Government 
and the benighted patriots of the Volksraad thought otherwise. 
The policy of the ruling element gradually changed it.a tone. It 
endeavoured to create two cl&8888 of burghers-the old burghers 
and their descendant.a, and the new burghers. It became 
apparently liberal. It reduced the term of domicile from five 
years to two, and kindly allowed the new-comer, after two years, 
to take upon himself all the burdens of citizenship, but carefully 
took away from him all it.a moat import.ant rights. Lawe were 
paued almost every year carefully to restrict the right.a of the 
naturalised burgher. 

CaBATION OP THB SBOOND VoLDILUD. 
In a generoU8 moment the First Volkeraad gave birth to the 

Second Volkeraad, and gave the naturalised burgher a right to 
• Tbe law uder which we were iDYlted to. ucl did. go iDt.o the TrannuL 
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vote for members of that august body ; but it carefully took away 
from that body all BUch powers 88 were useful to the development 
of the country, or to the interest.a of the new burgher. The 
Second Volkaraad became a aort of oomplaint-book of the new 
burgher-a aort of adviser to the First Raad. It might propound 
magnificent echemee, but it had absolutely no means to carry 
them out. In fact, but for the innate love of talking which 
exists in mankind., it is really difficult to see how any one with a 
grain of self-respect can become a member of this chamber-maid 
of the First Volkaraad. It is in this introduction of two classes 
of burghers in which I see a great future danger to the State. 
We have no longer a Democratic Republic, where every burgher 
hu a full and free voice in the affairs of the country, but 

AN OLIGARCHICAL 8TATB, 

in which there is a land-occupying ruling claes of bucolic instinct, 
and a claes eubject to them moetly oompoeed of men intellectually 
8Uperior to the ruling element and of instincts distinctly urbanic 
-the man of the town 81lbject to the man of the country. This 
is a distinct destruction of republican or democratic principle, and 
when once you start destroying the very principle which hu called 
you into existence, the gates to the road of political disintegration 
and ruin are thrown wide open. Why did the V oortrekkers leave 
the Cape Colony and Natal P Because they wished to be free to 
manage their own affairs, and because each man wished to have a 
say and to record his vote in the conduct of the political eociety of 
which he formed a part. Why did the burghers of this Republic 
throw off the English yoke P Because of their love of freedom, 
and because that freedom wu checked and they were deprived of 
their eaored right of election, while the Englieh Government 
placed nominees in the Councils of State who were not acceptable 
to the majority of the people. Each man's voice oould not be 
heard, but he felt that there W88 placed over him a claes of men 
with whom he wu not in sympathy. His republican spirit waa 
checked, and he had to eubmit to the dictates of a ruling oligarchy, 
or to the arm.a of a foreign monarchy. Yet this very act which 
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aroued in the burgher of 1881 80 much resentment, the burgher 
of t.o-day has eatabliahed in all its 

LoATHSOMB 0PPRBSSION. 

He has started a class of legislation and class division in this 
country, the end of which, I fear, will be extremely far-reaching. 
And what is his excuse P He must first try the new-comer. Has 
any one ever uttered anything 80 absurd P Why should the 
burgher of t.o-day have to try the new-comer more than the 
burgher of 1882, immediately after the unfortunate war P And 
then does he try him for any time P It may be said that he does, 
but the time of trial is very much akin to etemity. Besides these 
classes of new burgher and old burgher, you have the Uitlander. 
To this Uitlander the new burgher is very nearly akin, so that if 
ever a disturbance should arise, the old burgher has already 80 care
fully taught the new burgher that he has nothing to expect from 
this rule, that he will find the new burgher settled in the Uitlander 
oamp. The Uitlander may be divided into the Afrikander, a class 
of men of strong democratic feeling ; the Englishman, no great 
lover of tyranny and injustice ; the German, tired of autocratic 
rule; and 

THB HOLLANDERS. 

The latter form a very considerable element in the Uitlander 
clasa. Their interests, as a rule, lie absolutely with their oligar
chical maste1'8-for they are their trusted servants, whose bread 
they eat, whose songs they sing; and 80 we generally find the 
Hollander element stands in opposition to the general body of 
Uitlanders. Yet even amongst them, exoluding of course the 
great bulk of Hollander Government clerks, you will find men of 
true republican spirit, worthy descendants of a race that can 
boast of Egmont and Hom, of Hugo de Groot and Olden 
Barneveld. 

TuB ENOLISBJUN. 

By far, however, the greater bulk of the Uitlander population 
ia composed of Englishmen, Afrikandere, and Germans. These 
are the men who are daily making the country greater and 
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greater. These are the 111811 who have built Johanneebatg, m 
are exploring 7'outpa.nsberg, or doing the bulk of the 1nde ia 
Pretoria and every other town in the Republic. They have railed 
the State from bankrupt.cy, and made a sovereign. instead of being 
a pretty but rare diac, to be a not infrequently met-with coin. 
They have done this, the Yolkutem (Kruger organ) would •Y• 
because they expected to gain thereby, and not for any generou, 
high-minded motive. Perfectly true; but what difference doee 
this make P Who goes to foUDd a colony, or raise a state, or edit 
a newspaper for purely humanitarian reaaons P But did the 
English settle in India for reasons of generosity P Are the 
Germans fighting Witbooi in the intereeta of the human race P 
Does Holland occupy Java because of the innate love a Holland• 
bears the Javanese P All Colonies or new States are foundei 
because the immigrants expect to have a more comfortable a• 
istence there, and, therefore, the Uitlander is justly entitled to 
say : 'I came here to make my fortune, but in attempting to 
make it (and in ninety-nine cases out of the hundred it is merely 
an attempt) I have helped you, ancient, ungenerous burgher, to 
make not only your fortune but to render your existence lea 
irbome. I have transformed your Witwaterarand from a wind
blown desert to a great and glorious industrial centre. I have 
changed Pretoria from a sleepy hollow to a respectable town.' 
May the Uitlander not say to the Executive Council : 'But for me 
you would still have to sit in Van Erkom'• tobacco shop* inateai 
of in the Government Oflioee;' and to the V olbraad could he ~ 
•Y: ' Had I not come into this OOUDtry you would still have had 
to sit in the old that.ched room whilst the three donkeys guarded 
its eacred portalaP' Now these Uitlanden who could eay all thia 
are not a qwmtite negliglal,k, not a few etragglera, but a number of 
able-bodied men in number equal to, if not greater than. the 
bUJ"ghen of this Republic. They have wealth, they haft in
telligence, and they have a world of eympathisen outeide the 
borden of this country. Smely under euch CU'OWlllt.ulOM one 
would think that the old bUJ"gher, if for no other l'88IOll tbaa for 

• An old tumble-down ahantJ where the Vollmud at Ill'- ID 1•. 
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hia own preeervation, would meet these men half-way and acoord 
to them aome say in the affairs of the country which they have 
raised from a cattle farm to an ind11Strial Stat.e. In matten of 
ibis kind we oan do no better than to listen to the experiences of 
the past. Lord Bacon, in hia euay on ' Kingdoms and Estatea,' 
•ye : • All Stat.es that are liberal of naturalisation towarda 
atrangen are fit for empire.' 

He then points out how Tery conservative the Spartans were, 
and how ill thia narrow policy served them directly they came 
into contact with the :rest of Greece. The Spartans were a warlike, 
jealoua, and aelnah race, and u long as they kept their oompaaa 
they remained fairly powerful. But as Greece developed in 
liberal viewe, these conservative Spartans became an easy prey. 
Their jealousy and aelnahn888 made them hated by all, and when 

THll: D.u OP RETRIBUTION 

came they were swept away. Then Lord Bacon goes on to say :-
' Never was any State in this point so open to receive strangera 

into its body u were the Romana. Therefore it befell with 
them accordingly, for they grew to the great.est mODareh.y. 
Their manner was to grant naturalisation, which they 
called Jiu cioitatil, and to grant it in the highest degree-
that it is not only ju& commercii, or right to trade, the ju 
connubii, or right of intermarriage, the Jtu hereditatilJ, or 
right of eucoession, but also the ju, su.lfragii, or the right to 
vote :-and thie not to eingular persons alone, but to whole 
families, yea, to citiee, and sometimes to natione . . . . and 
that was the way to eure greatneu.'. 

Nothing would be more inetructive than to review here the 
political history of Rome in this respect. Of course I know that 
there are aome very ignorant penone who will eay, 'Why ehould 
we go back to Roman history in order to see what is best for ue to 
do P' To these people I would anewer that there ie no record of 
what human beinge have done in the put which cannot teach ua 
and help ua in ehaping our conduct. It ie true that the Romane 
did not know of Maxim guns, of railwaye, and of telegraphe, but 
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they knew how to establish an Empire, how to make laws, and 
how to oonciliat.e their bitt.ereat enemies. I spoke of their laws; 
you all know that the laws in vogue to-day in this Republic are 
the laws of the Roman people, 80Dlewhat modi.6ed to 81lit the 
exigencies of modem life. Aft.er all, human nature baa changed 
but very little since the days of Cresar and Cicero, and he who 
will dip not into the past will be but a poor modeller of the future. 
The Romans, at first but a very small body of men, saw clearly 
that their suocesa lay not so much in their arms as in their art of 
goveming. They saw that it was a far bett.er p>licy to conoiliat.e 
than to irritat.e. As they spread their p>wer they admitt.ed 
strangers into their State, and gave them a voice in the public 
affairs. Thereby they crushed all hoetile feeling, and rai.eed out 
of the diverse elements that gigantic Empire whose influence is 
felt even to-day. It is to these men that Europe owes her laws, 
her culture, and I might almost say, her very civilisation. Baoon 
compares the liberal policy of the Romans with the narrow p>lioy 
of the Spaniards, and marvels that Spain could still continue to 
exist. Little he knew how soon the Spanish Empire was destined 
to crumble away. Before I leave this part of my Btlbject, I wish 
to quote the words of a very learned and renowned Hollander. 
Prof8980r Bynkerehoek, who waa oonaidered the greatest publicist 
during the last century, has treated this very Btlbject in one of hia 
chapters on public law. I shall translate to you some paasagee, 
for they almost seem to be writt.en for the Transvaal of to-day. 
In the eleventh chapt.er of the second book he diaousaea the 
question : 'Of Uitlanden van bet bewind der Republiok moeten 
geweest worden P' -• Should Uitlanden be kept out of the ad
ministration of the Republic P' (that ia, the Dutch Republic as it 
existed in the commencement of the eighteenth century). 

' By Uitlandere I mean not such persons aa are still living out 
of the country under some Sovereign, but such as are 
Uitlandere by origin, but who have established themeelvea 
here. With reference to these I wish to discover fint the 
reasons and then the laws as to their exclusion. When I 
ooneider the reasons, then I cannot understand why Uit-
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landers, if they know the language, the laws, the habits 
and cuat.oma of the Republic, should be repulsed from 
t.aking part in the administration of the State. Most pub
licists wish to exclude them, but for reasons which do not . 
appeal to me. They say that you must expect a better 
disposition towards the State in natives than in Uitlanders. 
But who will presume evil of a person who comes into our 
country with his whole family and with all his possessions, 
and whose happiness therefore depends upon the public 
weal P Why should these people give the public bad 
advice when the downfall of the Republic means their own 
loss P Good sense and the laws call the worthiest and the 
wealthiest to the administration of the Republic. I know 
all this, and I think that these qualities are possibly greater 
in the Uitlander than in the native-born, and for this 
reason I would esteem a worthier and wealthier Uitlander 
above a burgher who does not possess these qualities, and 
the burgher should not in any way feel hurt if he who 
excele in wisdom and wealth should excel him in position 
in the State. In order to govern the State well, one must 
be well acquainted with the Republic, but this knowledge 
is often found to be far greater among the Uitlanders than 
amongst the burghers, who, thinking that they have ac
quired this knowledge with their mother's milk, neglect to 
use the necessary diligence to acquaint themselves with the 
true state of affairs. All I would require in one called to 
the administration of the State is that he give tokens of 
bona jida and interest, from whatever country he may 
have come.' 

Oould not these words be ueed with greater force in the 
Tranevaal to-day than they were used in Holland a century and a 
half ago P In Holland there was an able, patriotic, indigenous 
popalation-a people jealous of their freedom, untiring in in
duatry, and cultured to the very highest degree-and here we 
have a new State, with a handful of native-born burghers, and an 
ignorance which is perfectly appalling. Surely, if ever a liberal 
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policy were required with regard to a8frirni1ation, it is here, where 
the Uitlander will soon, il he doee not already, outnumber the 
native born, and where all industry and all the life and all the 
energy are already exclusively in his hands. I think at this et.age 
it will be advisable to inquire into the policy of another Republic, 
a oountry whose development baa been truly etupendoua. Of 
oouree I speak of the United States. The lawa of naturalisation 
to-day are far more liberal than those of thia Republic. Yet when 
we wish to compare the policy of naturalisation laws of this State 
with the American laws, we should not consider the America of 
to-day, but the America of the beginning of thia century. 

IN TBB U NITBD STA.TBS 01" hB&ICA.. 

To-day the Unit.eel States can boast of a population of •y forty 
millions of native citizens, and it has been nbjected for yean to 
a constant stream of immigration. It would therefore not be 
astonishing if we found that America wu chary of admitting 
strangers to citizenship. Yet what is actually the cue P Just 
the reverse. Chancellor Kent, speaking of the naturalisation laws 
of the United St.ates, says:-

' The laws of Congress on the nbject of naturaliaation have 
been subject to great variations. In 1790, only two 
years' previous residence was required. ; in 1796 the period 
was enlarged to five years, and in 1798 to fourteen years. 
In 1802 it was reduced back to five yea.re, where it still 
remains. The period of probation baa probably been 
deemed as liberal as was oonsistent with a due regard to 
our peace and safety. A moderate previous residence 
becomes material to enable aliens to acquire the knowledse 
and habits proper to make good citizens, who can oombine 
the spirit of freedom with a love of law. Strangen oo 
their first arrival, and before they have had time t.o 
acquire property and form oonneotions and attachmaita, 
are not to be presumed to be acquainted with our politieal 
institutions, or t.o feel a pride or zeal in their stability or 
nccess.' 
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We have here the very same ideas and principles as laid down 
by Bynkerahoek in the pa88&ge quot.ed by me. The alien must 
l'Nide in the country a certain time and he must posseu a certain 
amQQD.t of property. The question is always 

WHAT Tun AND WHAT PROPBRTYP 

Now, if America, peopled by emigrants from all quarters of 
the globe, a most heterogeneous mass of men, think that a 
probationary period of five years is sufficient to oonfer full citizen
ship, can we say that this State is acting reasonably in denying 
the right of citizenship to the Uitlander and his children until the 
Day of Judgment P By the present laws of the Unit.eel St.ates, 
full citizenship is conferred after a proof of five years' residence, 
but a naturalised alien must be two years a citizen before he can 
sit in Congre88. He is not, however, allowed to become President 
unless he be a natural-born American. This is the only shadow 
of ilhoorality to be found in the naturalisation laws of the Unit.eel 
St.ates. Surely, if the Unit.eel St.ates have for a whole century 
found it expedient to confer full citizenship after five years' 
residence, their experience is well worth following, or do our 
legialators think they are wiser men than the giant.a who built 
up the Constitution of the Unit.eel St.ates P The other Republican 
Governments of America, also new and forming St.ates, though 
conaiderably more advanced than ourselves, are also very hooral 
to aliens. In the Argentine Republic, and in the Republic of 
Brazil, only two years' residence are required. Not only the 
Republics, but even Monarchies like England are more liberal 
than this St.ate. 

IN THE ORANGE FREE STATE. 

In the Free St.ate, a model little republic, aliens are admitted 
to full burgher right.a after residence of one year, and proof that 
the applicant poese8888 fixed property to the value of £160. After 
three years' residence, the latter qualification is dispensed with. 
Now, in what way does this St.ate differ from the Free St.ate P 
In no way that I can see. The threatened influx of English 
exist.ed in the Free St.ate just as much in 1870 aa it exist.eel here 
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in 1886. If we have to dread· the influx of the English then eo 
had the Free State. If the Transvaal had complaints against the 
British Govemment, then so bad the Free State. If there were 
reaeons of fear in the Transvaal that it would be IIWUllped by 
aliens who would vote its independence away, then these reuona 
existed in greater force in the Free State, for the Free St.ate 
population is mnaller, and Jagenfontein at one time held out the 
eame hopes of a large foreign population as did Johannesburg 
when the 

UNGBNBROUs, ILLIBERAL LAWS 

were paeeed by this State against the immigrant. In what, then, 
lies the difference P In the education of the gentlemen who 
formed the Executive Government of the Free State, and in the 
wider diffusion of knowledge amongst the inhabitants of that 
Republic ; for education and knowledge always breed generosity 
and liberality, and do away with jealousy and narrow-rnindednea 
The more uneducated the person the more dietru.etful. Add t.o 
that, that our legislators and the ruling element of our Executive 
Government have been versed for years in, and almost learnt t.o 
imitate, the politics of the Kaftir, and you· will eoon be able t.o 
diecover the true grounds of this extraordinary illiberality. I 
think that I have sufficiently established the fact that the ex
perience of the most approved Republics, Monarchies, and eTeD 

Empires, ia in favour of admitting aliens to the statue of oifiisem, 
and that the experience of the United States tends to show that a 
liberal incorporation of aliens strengthens the State and adda t.o its 
stability and prosperity. 

le ExcLUSION W1sBP 

Lel .us now consider the question : le it expedient in thia 
country to exclude the alien from full political rights P Let us 
first briefly consider the position of the country. 16,000 vot.ee 
were recorded in the last election. These included old men and 
boys of sixteen. The petition to Sir Henry Loch waa signed by 
15,000 male British subjects. Therefore the British subjects at 
the Rand equal those who voted for the Pl'88ident. Now the 
President's election was a very keenly contested one, and we can 
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hardly suppoee that many persona who oould have recorded a vote 
did not. Supposing 6000 did not vote, and this number is really 
far in exoeBS of thoee who did not vote, then we find there are 
about 20,000 voting burghers. Now, all British BUbject.a at the 
Rand did not sign the petition. Take, therefore, all the British 
eubject.a in the State, and we must conclude that the total number 
of British subject.a are equal t.o, il not in ex0888 of, the burghers 
of the State. Add t.o these the Germana and Hollanders and men 
of other nationalities, and it becomes manifestly clear that the 
Uitlander population exceeds the enfranchised burgher population. 
Consider now that amidst the population live at least 260,000 
Kaffirs, then it must become manifest that in time of real trouble 
a division amongst the White population is an extremely serioua 
matter. Suppoee, again, for sake of argument that the Uitlander, 
or a ll80tion of the Uitlander population, is irritated t.o such an 
extent that amicable 

RECONCILIATION BBOOJIB8 lKP088IBLB; 

then, whatever the ultimate outcome may be, the disruption will 
be llllfficiently disastrous t.o make every man endowed with eome 
ecintilla of senae tremble for the safety of the State. It will be 
said, why conjure up such horrors P I say it is our duty t.o look 
fact.a and possibilities full in the face ; t.o measure them ac
curately and t.o shape our conduct in such a way as t.o avoid all 
poesible calamities. If you are threatened by fire or flood do you 
shut your eyes in horror, and lie on the ground a helplesa Dl&88, or 
do you devise some plan to save yotll'88lf and those dear t.o you P 
So with the statesman who loves his country ; eo with the man 
who loves hi.a fellow-man. If he 8888 the danger he must strive 
t.o do hi.a utmost t.o avert the oonaequenoes of peril • 

A PROPHECY FuLPILLBD. 

The rent is growing day by day greater ; the threatening 
danger will BOOn show itself upon our political horizon, unleaa 
averted in time. It may be said that it is the Uitlander's duty to 
avert it. I eay emphatically, it is his duty, and he should do all 
in his power to preserve the peaoe and independence and happi-
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neea of this country. But let the burgher remember that human 
nature remains the same throughout the ages, and men cannot be 
goaded and taxed, despised and distrusted year after year with 
increasing vigour, and be expected to bear it with philoeophic 
equanimity ; and, least of all, men bom with instincts of free. 
dom, nurtured with the traditions of freedom, and once them
selves members of freedom-loving communities. There is a point 
at which the strongest rope will break. The moat patient and 
philoeophic man, when driven too far, lets both patience and 
philoaophy go, and vindicates to his fellow-men that he is a man 
endowed with all the human instincts of hat.e and revenge. Thie, 
I say, is only one danger; but think of the dangers to the 
Republic which can arise out of intrigue and treasonable plots. 
It might be said, 'Shall we admit traitors to the Republic P' No, 
certainly not. But then an unreasonable courae, illiberality and 
ungenerous distrust, may make of a moet ardent supporter an 
invet.erat.e hat.er and traitor. No legislation in the world can 
alt.er this so long as the real cause of the evil exists. A cancer ia 
not cured by poultices or local applications ; the cancer must be 
removed, and even then delay will sometimes give only a temporary 
relief. Instead of adopting the Roman and American policy of 

Ass111ILATION AND ABSORPTION, 

this Government has chosen to adopt a rigid policy of isolation 
and division. Instead of giving the Uitlander a share in the 
administration, it has kept him aloof, thereby awakening a strong 
bond of union on the part of all Uitlanden, and arouing in them 
a feeling of opposition and hostility to the old burgher. This 
feeling is intensified day by day by the illiberal and ungenerous 
legislation of the old burgher, and will eventually drive the 
Uitlander into an attitude of atubbom, vindictive opposition. 

As IT 18 AT PRBSDT, 

he may, of ooune, be kept down, and eventually orushed by foroe 
of arms, or by dread of the old burghers' superior military proweu; 
but familiarity often breeds cont.empt, and this feeling of hostile 
opposition may one day 811811Dle an active and aggreeaive form. 
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Whai ibinJring man ean shut hia eyee to this internal danger P 
There is a oertain olaas in this Republic, headed by the Pre88 
oe1np&per (Kruger'a mbsidiaed organ), that tells us: 'You may 
think this, but you dare not eay it, for by saying it you encourage 
this opposition, and you foster race-hatred.' What utter senile 
drivel this l as u we are not all wiser and better for knowing the 
truth, for aeeing it in the clear, bright light of actual fact, than 
peering at it through the dim mist of falsehood. This is an 
mternal danger, but this internal danger may breed an external 
danger. The Republic is surrounded by British territory, and 
the Engliah nation is by no means proud of it.a achievement.a here 
in 1880 and 1881. If England sees that there is internal dis
agreement and that there are numbers of her subject.a who have 
been driven by the narrow policy of the preeent Government to 
remain loyal to her, may she not one day seize the opportunity to 
retrieve her tarnished laurels P And will she not find in the 
Republic itself a host of her sons who, merely because they have 
been kept out of political right.a, will eagerly Hock to her 
atandard p ' 

The gentlemen who constitute the Government and the Legis
lature of this country are apt to forget that the country is 
practically surrounded by British territory, and that British 
•pit.al ia very largely invested in this St.ate. What the extent 
of British capital is, it is very difficult to say, and I doubt u this 
GoTernment will be anxious enough to inquire into the matter 
and to publiah a true statement. Still, the British capital invested 
here ia far greater than that which was invested in Egypt at the 
time of Lord Beaoon.sfield's coup, and the other interests are by no 
meane 181118 than those which existed at the time of the high
hacled seizure of Egypt. These, then, are external troubles. It 
Ml mt.o mch internal and external troubles that these so-called 
patriot.a are ao blindly leading the destinies of this Republic, 
whiW we, Uitlandera, who have come here to try and aaaiat in the 
.... bliahment of a true South African Republic, are deprived of 
all 1'0iee in the matter, but are expected to sit still, whilst we see 
ou independence, our fortune, and the fabric our indUBtry hu 
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raised frittered away by aeliiah fortune-aeeken, inoompet.ent 
atateamen, and ignorant legislat.ora. I have beard it aaid in 
Government quart.era that the burgher baa no fears of int.emal 
dissension because the Uitlandera are too diaunit.ed, and too buy 
making money ; that they fear the deadly IIW'kBJDa»ebip of the 
burgher, and therefore will always remain quiet. I have aJao 
heard it said that England will never ext.end her grasp t.o ~ 
Republic, becauae she baa once had a eevere leeaon, and the 
ent.erpriae will be too expensive for money-loving Engliahmeo 
t.o undertake. This may be so, I C&DDot tell; but this I do bow, 
that in other countries, and at other times, theae same people that 
conatitut.e the Uitlander element have not too patiently borne the 
us-burden, and it is my firm belief that the history of the put, 
the human actions of the past, are the truest guides of the future. 
At any rat.e the danger seems t.o me lllfflciently great t.o tab 
precautionary st.eps t.o avert it, and he will be the true st.at.eaman 
ef this Republic who will sacrifice hirneell in order t.o avert it; 
not he who, t.o gain some paltry office or eome remunerative poet, 
will shut his eyes and cry with the burgher herd, 'Great ia the 
burgher! Down with the Uitlander I ' 

Tim UITLANDBB8' GJUBVANOB& 

Has the Uitlander any real grieV&ll088 ! Well, gentlemen, ia 
it necesaary for me t.o enlarge upen this aubject P Is it not & 

grievance that the t.ownsman baa t.o pay a heavy tax on almolt 
everything he \1888 1 whilst the countryman pays hardly anything 
on those articles which he himself indulges in P And baa not 
the t.oW'DIIJlan, in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, been made 
a UitlanderP Did the last discusaion in the Raad not ahow thia 
ad nauaeam 1 Is the Uitlander'• voice not equelcbed ao that be 
may not even air his grievances unl881 he go hat in hand t.o eome 
local authority and obtain his kind permieaion P The t.o~the 
life and industry of the Republic, the homee of the Uitlanden
have no voice in the councils of the St.ate. Johannesburg and 
Barbert.on have each a vot.e in the Volbraad, but in every other 
caee they are swamped by the district. With what difficulty hae 
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·lobannesburg obt.ained a Sanitary Board, and this Board oan 
hardly be said to be a free institution. Pretoria ia under the 
direct control of the Government, and it.a inhabitant.a have not been 
allowed to have a aay in 80 paltry a matter as municipal affairs. 
But I shall not waste your time further. I shall only refer you 
t,o Mr. Leonard's Bill of Iniquities. It will be asked, What is 
our destiny P What is our hope P Gentlemen, my own vision is 
cloudy, and the future I see for ua Uitlanders is by no mean.a a 
bright one. Still, I must aay there are men in this Republic, 
burghers of the old et.amp, who have seen the dangers, and who 
.are endeavouring to do away with the race hatred and stupid 
prejudices which the foolish policy of the ruling element has 
engendered, and is eo carefully nursing. If there were more men 
like Lucaa Meyer or the De Jagers returned to the Volkarud, 
then I think we might safely hope for a reform. Then there 
are some of the newer burghers, men like Loveday and Jeppe. 
who have step by step fought the cause of the Uitlander. But, 
alas, I have heard even these men despair. Believe me, it is 
easier to fight wild beast.a than to struggle again.et ignoranoe. 
( ' Gegen Demmheit kamfen Gotter aelbet vergebene.') 

The ultra burghers take up the position, ' You shall not be 
equal with us. Did we not drive the aavage and wild beast.a from 
the land P' They do not for one moment understand that to 
build a city like Johannesburg requires more labour, patience, 
akill, and courage, than to shoot Kaftirs or lions. Still, there ia 
the difficulty, and great ia he who can overcome it. The one 
thing, howeTer, that we Uitlanders may be cert.a.in of is, that we 
shall not advance one single jot if we sit still with folded handa 
and pray God to come to our deliverance ; nay, nor if we rely upon 
the generous and liberal policy of the old burgher. We must all 
of ue be U N1TBD Di ONB 8TBONO PHALANX, 

and leave no opportunity of showing him the error of his ways, 
or the strength of our det.ermination. No doubt the gentlemen 
in the Government Buildings will jeer at you. If you are 
Englishmen they will call you lmperialiate; if you are Afri. 
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kandan they will call you 'Engelaoh gesind' (Engliah-rniuded); 
and if you belong to any other nationality they will •y you 11'9 

only a German, or a Hollander, or what not, and u 81IOh quite 
ban.•th their oonaideration. But let them jeer at 118 Uitlanden, 
le$ them call 118 by whatever names they will-eo long aa we 
do not jeer at one another, or call one another namea, we ahall 
inereaae in strength, and one day, it may be in the near or 
more remote future, our masters will have to reckon with the 
helot Uitlander. Every one who start.a a reform ia at fint 
overwhelmed with obloquy, and in the end carried shoulder-high, 
prom.ad hia reform appeal to our eeme of justi~ and fair play. 
I doubt if there oould be found an honest, intelligent man in 
this eountry who would not join the Uitlander in hie cry for 
jutice, and whoee eenae of fair play ia not ahooked at the trat
ment he ia receiving. 

SUlOlilY. 

Let me retrace my steps for a few minutes. I have m
deavoured to show:-

1. That the naturalisation Jawe ol to-day do not enable the 
naturalised Uitlander to stand on the ame politiaal footing 
aa the old burgher, or the burgher who wu nataraliaed 
previoua to the promulgation of theee Jawa. 

2. That these naturalisation Jaws divide the oitisene of the 
Republic into two olaaea, the old burgher olua and the 
new burgher olau. 

3. ~t the old burgher olau alone oan return members to 
the First Volbraad, and that in the Fint V olbraad i, 
vested the mpreme legialative power. 

4. That of theee two ol&8le8 of burghen, the one ia a land
oocupying dominant o1a88, and the other lin induemal and 
wealthy mbservient claaa. 

6. That this division ia diametrically oppoeed to the d.,... 
oratio principle that eTery member of the Demos or people 
baa the eame vou,e in the a&in of the State as every 
other member. 
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6. That true republican principlee are at the same time tne 
democratic principles, and that therefore this division of 
citisena into dominant and subservient clwes ia hostile t.o 
all true republican aentiment. 

1. That the experience of ages has shown that such a di-.ision 
ia dangerous to the stability of the State. 

8. That the experience of the greatest Republic of our day 
has shown that the liberal admission of the stranger to full 
citizen rights ia conducive to greatness and happiness. 

9. That eminent political philosophers have at all timee held 
that it is advisable to incorporate the alien into the St.ate. 

10. That the conditions of this State, where the Uitlander male 
population exceeds the male burgher population, and where 
the Uitlander capital has virtually made the State, demand 
even more than in the United Stat.es a liberal and genero111 
policy towards the Uitlander, for hie exoluaion 8XpOl8I the 
State to internal as well as external troubles. 

11. That the reasons for hie exclusion alleged by the old 
burgher are not sound, and are bued upon eensel888 feat', 
ignorance, and selfishness. 

12. That the Uitlander by being exceasiTely taxed ia irritated, 
and that the life and energy of the State depend upon the 
alien and not upon the native-born. 

13. That there does exist a liberal element among the old 
burghers, and that this h"beral spirit should be foetered 
by the Uitlander. 

14. But in order to foster this liberal spirit the Uitlander mut 
agitate for hie rights and not sleep, must show a combined 
front to the burgher, and must not be as a houae divided 
against itself. 

I shall end now by considering 
A.!iOTHBR PHABB OP THB QUBSTION. 

In a new State the best policy is to consolidate the varioua 
elements, md to foster a territorial interest. The dietinetion 
1-weea the Tranffaaler and the Afribnder is, after all, not VfJl'f 
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great. The raw Englishman, German, or Hollander, is naturally 
not oonveraant with the local ideas and local aspirations ; but once 
he has gained local knowledge and become eet.ablished here bis 
intereet.e are 88 much territorial as the bom Transvaaler, and be 
will do his utmost to further the interests of his new home. The 
love of political fTeedom is as strong in the German, the English
man, and the Hollander, 88 it is in the Afrikander north or south 
of the V aal. Once he forms part of a new State he is as keen in 
it.a development and progress 88 the most ardently patriotic 
burgher, and he has, as a rule, this advantage over the old 
burgher, he has seen more of the world, knows more of the world, 
and atanda higher in the scale of culture and education. It is this 
Anglophobia, ao prevalent among the ignorant inhabitant.a of this 
State, and ao eeduloualy fostered by unscrupulous time-aenen 
and power-seekers, which keeps us back, and which may prove 
the ruin of the Republic. If the English were the only immi
grants this policy of isolation would be bad enough, but fortunately 
they are not. The burghers from the Free State, Natal, and the 
Cape Colony form no small part of the population. Add to them 
the Germans and the Hollanders, and surely there is enough 
diversity to 888UDle safety. It is this diversity in the new-oomen 
which can make this Republic ao great. The intercourse of theee 
various nationalities tends to rub off the angles and to broaden the 
views of each class. It is in this broadening of views that t.he 
future happin888 of this Republic lies. Instead of trying to 
cramp and narrow the political horizon, it should be the aim and 
policy of every Afrikander to broaden it. Instead of repulsing 
the European he should be invited, as soon 88 he can reuonably 
be presumed to know the circumstances of the country, to take 
part in the development of the State, and to add his wide ex
perience to the local knowledge of the burgher. In this way the 
great diversity of ideas can be utilieed to the benefit of the 
country, and to the welfare and happiness of it.a people. If the 
burgher could only get rid of his Anglophobia ; if theee un
scrupulous and ambitious fosterer& of this dread apparition oould 
only be throttled, and all Europeans who have aojoumed here •1 
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five yeara, and who have a subet.antial stake in the country, be 
invited to form part and parcel of the State, we could make the 
Transvaal a gloriou Republic. But if this mania continues a few 
may fill their pockets or satisfy their ambition, but the great bulk 
of true Tranevaalen and true Afrikandere will one day rue the 
narrow-minded and short-sighted policy of their ancestors. Surely 
it is better to disperse hostile influences and 80 to weaken them, 
than to allow them to agglomerate and 

BuRST UPON us IN ALL THBIR FoRCB. 

This conflict may not perhaps be in the near future, or perhaps 
we are already within its grasp; but assuredly, if the present 
policy be persisted in, it will come. I conceive it to be the first 
duty of a statesman to gauge the present correctly, 80 that he may 
provide for the future. To provide for to-day is good, but a man 
who can only provide for to-day, and not for the future, is no true 
statesman. I take it to be the duty of a true and patriotic states
man in this Republic to assimilate the diverse elements upon true 
republican principles, and not to drive the Uitlander into a 
combined opposition and inveterate hate. It is true that the air 
is clear after a thunder-storm, but how much better and worthier 
to endeavour to avoid the storm, to clear the atmosphere, without 
thunder and lightning, hail and snow. The manner in which the 
legialature has gone to work has certainly not been upon the basis 
of true republican principles and the experience of ages. He 
who abhors principle, and neglects the l8880na of history and ex
perience, will find that Providence ia unkind to him. The laws 
of ham.an eociety and human actions are immutable. If you 
appreciate them you may use them to advantage, and so serve the 
welfare and happineBB of your fellow-men. But if you neglect 
them, or are ignorant of them, they will &888rt themselves even in 
opposition to a Volbraad resolution. The problem is intel'88ting, 
but what its solution will be depends upon the good sense of the 
ruling element. May its adviaere see the neceaaity of altering 
iheir present course, and may they steer the ship of State away 
from the impending dangen into the calm sea of peace and oon-
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tent, of welfare and goocl fortane. If, on the other llaad, aat 
rulers will not 1188 the errors of their waya, and if they ,rill Mt 
adopt a more liberal and generous policy towards the Uitlanaer, 
but persist in insulting, diatruting, and irritating him, then -, 
we all say-burgher and Uitlander alike-' God behoede hmd m 
•olk' (God protA,ct the land and tile people). 
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EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS 

Given by the Chief Justice of the South 
African Republic, at Rustenburg, in the 

Transvaal, in October, 1894. 

An-Ba speaking of the aeparation of the three great bn.nchee 
of the Government into the Legislative, the Executive, and die 
ladicial, he goes on to say aa follows:-

Eaoh of these powers or department. in the St.ate which ha•• 
1,een mentioned has it.a own cirole, within which it.a functions ue 
to be carried out. Neither the one nor the other can uceed die 
limit.a set by the Const.itut.ion without violating it.a precept., mcl 
thereby endangering the 

lNDBPBNDUCB OP THB RBPVBLIC. 

The country ia at preeant expoeed to that danger. In 1892 I 
had occasion publicly to point this out. No one who for a moa18Dl 
eonaiden the condition. of things in the State will deny that the 
country ia at pt'888nt in a very critical position. The 1UlDll8tabble 
eigna of an approaching ohange are apparent on every aide. It 
entirely depends upon the people whether the impending change 
ia to take plaoe peaceably, or to be acoompanied with violenoe. 
Do not let ua oloN our 9191 and ean to the truth. The people 
ahould thoroughly understand the true poaition of things. I 
repeat what I have just said, the non-obaervanoe of and depl,riun 
from the Grondwet menaoea the independence of the St.ate. In 
the early days of our history it waa poaaible to have act.eel llllOOll• 
~tutionally witho11t at once experiencing any evil nnlt.. Bu 
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the simplicity of those days has puaed away, and we can no 
longer pW'8Ue a happy-go-lucky ooune. The oountry has a Con
stitution, and must be governed by it.a precept.a, and in a stat.ee
manlike manner. Let me repeat here what I said in 1892: •How 
frequently have we not seen that the Grondwet, which, aa the 
Constitution, ought to stand on an extremely different footing 
from our ordinary law, has nevertheleea been viewed and treated 
88 such. Manv a time Aa8 t/16 ~t been altered bv a aimpk 
re80lution of the Legislature. By thia meana manv a radical and, I 
am afraid, often unwise change Aa8 been lwoughe about in tM Oomti
tution. Thie objectionable and unstat.earnanHkA mode of procedure 
oan no longer be followed without impairing the progress and 
jeopardising the independence of the State.' I leave it to you to 
say whether this observation ia well founded or not. A word of 
warning must aleo be spoken against the practice which exist.a, 
and which ia yearly increaeing, of what I may with deference 
venture to call loose and haety legislation. Thia ie not in accord
anoe with the Constitution, and ia highly prejudicial. The 
Grondwet and one of it& supplement.a doee, indeed, lay down that 
a reaolution of the Vollmaad has the foroe of law. The meaning 
of this ia not that any matter may, by a simple reeolution, without 
observing the necessary formalities, and without first having been 
brought to the knowledge of the people, be legislatively dispoeed 
of ; but merely that when extraordinary circum.atancea suddenly 
preeent themselves the Volbraad ahall be competent to make 
t.emporary provision by means of a resolution, which ahall mean
while be respected and obeerved 88 law. The Grondwet pre
lOl'loes that all proposed laws must first be published for three 
months before they can be oonaidered by the Legislature. The 
reason for this ie plain, inasmuch 88 the people will be bound by, 
and will have to conform to, such propoeed laws when adopted, 
and hence the provision that they ahall have previous notice and 
knowledge of the matter. 

By this clause in the Grondwet the people 110ught to protd 
themaelvee against sudden and h88ty legislation. Thie has not 
been kept ateadily in view, and what wu originally intended by 
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the founders of the Republic as an exceptional matter has in 
ooune of time been turned into a general role. Our lrtatute-book 
affords ample proof of this, and we must at once abandon the prac
tice, and return to and observe the precept of our Constitution. 
A deep kind of anxiety is caused throughout the length and 
breadth of the land when we hear and read of proposals and 
achemee to alter existing laws or introduce new ones by mere V olks
rud reaolution. The people, from whom, according to the Constitu
tion, everything proceeds, must be considered and consulted before 
an existing law oan be altered, either wholly or in part, or a new 
and propoeed law be adopted. Whatever may have been the oorreot 
view of this matt.er formerly, the Legislature, consisting of two 
branches of Volksraaden, is (like the Executive and Judicial 
power) subordinate to the Grondwet, and the law of 1890, by 
which it has been oalled into being. This law of 1890 now forms 
a portion of the Constitution of the country. Hence the danger 
to which I have referred is rather increased than diminished 
thereby, and it is well that we bear this seriously in mind. The 
trek spirit has well-nigh become extinct. The Republic has its 
beacons and boundaries, which, with the exception of our eastern 
border, can no longer be extended. In the wise dispensation of 
Providence, everything has its proper season. It is remarkable 
that, although our mineral tre&8ure8 have for ages existed in the 
country, they have only recently been discovered and developed. 
It ia equally remarkable that 800n after we had to experience a 
mo..-ement which has definitely fixed the 

LIMPOPO AS OUR NoRTHBRN BouNDARY. 

These facts, together with the daily increasing population and 
the many complications arising therefrom, indicate that we must 
more than ever devote our att.ention upon our internal and domestic 
affairs. There is but one safe course to follow in dealing with 
public matters under the altered conditions. The country must 
l,e ruled in accordance with the recognised roles of constitutional 
GoTernment. The people, and I eay it with all respect for my 
fellow-burghers, are to a certain extent themselves to blame. 
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They have, to a considerable degree, themeelves to thank for 
the 11Il88.tiafactory position in which the country ia at preaent 
placed. We frequently see tnat when tom6 msmber of tll6 COMmttllitg 

gice& e:cpreuion to hill oieto, with regard to public affairs, whieA ,,.,., 
,wt be acceptable to thi& or t/aat particukw MCtima, 116 w flt o,w 

stigmatised a& a 80Wer of dUJC()t'd. Now we must be careful not to 
confound the frank and manly exp1'888ion of opinion with 
dissension or discord. In order to enable the people to Ullder
stand and judge correctly of public matters, the free and fearm 
expreasion of individual opinion is an absolute neceeaity. The 
voice of the people, not the voice of a cliqu or a section, ni.ut 
decide, and that voice no one dares to Bmother, and every one 
must obey. This principle is laid down and approved in ou 
Grondwet-' The peopl,e d&ire tll6 g,witut pouible 80Cial fre«lotn.' 
'The people recognise the li/Jertg of the preu.' Of ooune this doee 
not mean license, but liberty or freedom, in aooordance with jut 
laws. It is good to guard against di888Dllion, but it is equally 
neceseary not to confound it with the manly utterance of opinion. 
even although that opinion may differ from our own. The simple 
fact of a difference of view between two or more aections of the 
community gives none the right to say that diaeension exiata in 
our midst. It is just through the fearl888 expression of individual 
opinion, especially in times of public danger, that the country ill 
benefited. A. man is no 1888 our friend beoauae he happens to tell 
us the truth. In all well-governed countrie1 we find different 
parties, and honest opposition is nought but a boon and a bl818ing 
to the State. The Democrats and Republicans in the United 
States are both good and true citizens. The Oonservativee and 
Liberals are both loyal Engliahmen; and in the l&Dle way, the 
members of the majority and minority in our Volbraad are bo&h 
aood Transvaal burghers. It would indeed be deplorable if ao 
aound and healthy opposition existed. The country would then 
cease to be a free and independent Republic, and every OD.e who 
voted in a minority would be regarded as a aower of diseeDsim, 
and looked upon as an enemy. The patriotic A.ndrie1 Pret.oriu, 
indeed, on his death-bed, warned hia fellow-burghers apim& 
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diuension, but not against difference of views and respect for 
each others' opinion& The change which is impending and the 
danger which is threatening are not fanciful. The change cannot 
be avoided, although the danger may be prevented. It is by the 
reeolve of the people to have the country governed in a consti
tational and ltlltesmanlik:e manner, according to the Grondwet, 
that the danger will be averted. The Grondwet, which halt but 
loo qften been altered and tkparted from, has recently been revised 
and colleoted together into one harmonious whole, and duly 
publiahed for the information of the people. You are aware that 
Jut year, in pwwance of a reeolution taken by the Legislature, 
a Oommisaion was appointed by the Government to revise and 
piece together the Grondwet. This was done by the Commission, 
t/JM>U work tDtU dulg aPJ>Nlf'ed of by tll6 E:recutifJ6, and published 
ia the 8taaUCQUrant. During the present session this revised 
GTondwet was by the First Volksraad referred to a committee 
of 6.ve members, chosen out of the Raad, in order to conaider it 
in conjunction with the Executive. This took place, and on the 
28th July the Volksraad Committee submitted its report, accom
panied by an entirely new draft Grond1'et, which conta,"ned auch 
im,porlant, radical, and dangerOtM prot,i8i(m, that, had tMy been 
adopud, I do not hesitau to ,ag the independenC6 of tll6 country 
tDt1flld hafJe come to an end. I will not now enter upon particulars, 
bid merely make a few general observations 80 far as the Courts 
of Law and tht\ administration of justice are concerned. Accord
ing to the altered provisions, as recommended by the Volksraad 
Oommitt,ee, the Courts of J ustioe, from the lowest to the highest 
in the land, would have been 80 affected in the independent 
aeroiee of their functions, that it would simply l,aoe been an 
impo,,ibilitg to MN diapenud ju&tice between man and man tcithout 
fa«>tW or prejudice. The altered provisions in question assign 
powers and functions to the Executive and the Legislature which 
at pneent belong exclusively to the Courts of Justice. The very 
eafe and constitutional relation which, according to the Grondwet, 
aisted between the three great powers or departments in the 
State, would have been ao Tiolated that the Courts of Justice 
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t«>Uld !,ace tottered to tl,eir deepeat foundation&. fi6 liherty, 
propertie.8, and otber rights of tl,e peopk would MtJe l>t• 

PLACED IN THB GRBATBST JBOPAB.DY; 

age, the oery independence of the Republic, "'Mch ., ao inuparahlg 
connected with the independence of the Oourta of Lat11, tllOtUd 
tberebg, tl8 I Aaoe already obaeNJed, MfJe come to an end. I am 
convinced that the honourable members of the Committee did 
not realise thia danger. Hia Honour the President, and the other 
members of the Executive who in January last approved of the 
work of the Government Commission-the State Secretary wu 
at that time away in Europe-could not have been aware of the 
danger. The obeenation has been justly made that the radical 
and objectionable proposals suggested in the report of the 
Committee clearly show that they m118t have originated with 
eome person or persona other than the five members of the 
Committee. Whoever may have adviaed the Committee, it i, 

plain that upon such adviser or adviaera a grave responaibility 
rests. It grieves one to expreaa, and it ia difficult to accept, the 
idea that what has happened ia due to ignoranoe,for the p,-opotted 
alterati,om are altogetber too 8!18tematio. If now what baa be8ll 
attempted ia to be attributed to premeditat.ion and design, then it 
savours of treason against the people by undermining the holieat 
safeguards of the liberty and independence of the Republic u 
laid down in the Grondwet. History affords many eumplea of 
persona guilty of such doings who had to llllffer for their conduct. 
We need but call to mind the fate of an Alva, or a Strafford, and 
of ao many others, who have endeavoured to violate and aubven 
the rights of the people and the liberties of the land. Even in 
the annals of our own Republic an instance of the kind ia t.o be 

• found-when, in the year 1865, a violation of the laws of the 
land by certain Volkaraad members was declared to be a political 
offence, and punished accordingly. It is aa well to remember all 
this, in order to appreciate the recent ooourrenoea with reapect t.o 
the reviaed Grondwet. The first Volkaraad has acted wisely in 
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rejecting the radical and dangero118 changes which it was pro
posed t.o make in the constitution. 

We have seen that in the early bist.ory of our country, the 
popular voice, in the form of the Volksraad, or constitutional 
party, 8888rted it.aelf. Both Potgieter and Pretoriua, with their 
pereonal following, had t.o BUbmit to it. We have also seen that 
the people have emphatically declared in the Grondwet in what 
manner the State is t.o be governed. The voice, the expressed 
will of the people alone can alter the Grondwet, which we are all 
bound to respect and maintain. The popular voice will have to 
decide what shape and turn the fast approaching change is t.o 
888UJile. It entirely depends upon the people themselves t.o avert 
the threatening danger. The immediate return t.o the Grondwet 
and the strict adherence t.o both the letter and the spirit of it.a 
precept.a can alone save the country. The hist.ory of the Trans
vaal, both before and after the passing of the Grondwet, fully 
justifies this statement. Sir Henry :Maine, an eminent jurist of 
our time, has, in bis essay on the American Constitution, made 
the following remarks :-• The powers and disabilities att.ached t.o 
the United States, and t.o the several States, by the Federal 
CollBtitution, and placed under the protection of the deliberately 
contrived eecurities we have described, have determined the whole 
COUJ'88 of American history. The hiat.ory began, as all it.a records 
abundantly show, in a ooniition of eooiety produced by war and 
revolution, which might have condemned the great Northern 
Republic t.o a condition not unlike that of her disorderly sisters 
in South America. But the provisions of the Constitution have 
acted upon her like those dams and dykes which strike the eye of 
the traveller along the line, controlling the course of a mighty 
river, which begins amidst mountain t.orrent.e, ,md turning it into 
one of the most equable waterways of the world.' An inheritance 
has been left us ; a pledge has been entruated t.o U& The founders 
of the Republic have consigned its independence to our keeping. 
U we are t.o be true t.o our duty and trut, we must take heed that 
the voice of the people is not merely heard but alao respected. 
The int.emal danger is threatening the State. The aigna of an 
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~ wsng, an """'V"'· II will 6, for u.. peopk to deeiM 
w"6tw t"6 cAange i& to be e§.a«J in peace tMd ~, or wnetltlr 
it i, to 6, ~pani«l l>g tJiol#w. It will be for the people tn 
41eeide whether the change is to strengthen the St.at.e and mab 
it flourish, or whether it will tum the ooontry into a Nltleae and 
&orderly South African Republi~ or deprive it of ifa inde
penclenoe. May the people anive at a just and 18118lole con
Tiction, and adopt the only aafe courae to save the Stat.e t I end 
with the prayer, 'God ave the Lmd and the People.' 
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COPY OF THE PETITION 

For the Franchise which was signed by 
38,500 people in 1895, presented to 

the Volksraad, and rejected. 

1. THAT your petitioners are all persons who reside in the 
South African Republic. 

2. That your petitioners have always obeyed the Jaws and paid 
their taxes. 

3. That your petitioners as a body have been in this Republic 
a ccmaiderable number of years, and have done much to increase 
it.a wealth and it.a dignity and position among South African 
States. 

4. That the claes of unenfranohised penone to which the 
majority of your petitioners belong ie increasing daily, and 
already the number of thoee who have no vote ia in excees of 
thoee who are entitled to vote. 

5. That the value of the property and possessions of the 
unenfranchised ie quite equal to, and indeed far in excees of, that 
of the enfranchised burgher. 

6. That the incidence of taxation ie such that at least four
filths of the total revenue of the Republic are oontnouted by the 
unenfranchised. 

7. That there ie now a balance in the Treasury of over 
£1,200,000, while the annual rennue ie over £2,247,000, again.et 
about £198,000 ten years ago, before the olase of unen.franchised 
came into the country. 

8. That your petitioners desire to be allowed to become loyal 
citizen.a of the South African Republic upon terms of equality 
with the existing burgher population. They respectfully submit, 
however, that one of the first prinoiplea of Republican 
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Government - a principle without which, indeed, a Bepablic 
would ceaae t.o mat-is equality, and the right of the t.up.yer t.o 
representation. 

8. That the law. of this. &public. former}Jt ~ tbi, 
principle ; that from time t.o ilime, lloweTel', it has been att.aobcl, 
and the difficulties in the way of aeouring the rigllt t.o Tot.e ha"' 
been multiplied, notwithat.anding the respect.flit and repeatecl 
petitions and. rep181811tatiou of your petmonen. 

10. That 6nally, laat aeaaipn, in• of a pe~ aignec1 by 
over 13,000 men, the law was eo· altered that they oan never p 
t.M full right.a of burghers; tbat their ohildi:eu ~ ~ 
although bom in the Republic, can ~ becoALe. ~ 
except under praot.ioally impouible oondition,. 

Ii. That your petitioners 111bmit that they are entitled t.o, ~ 
admitt.ed t.o the right.a of oi~p; they feel that. t.beir ~act 
in the past, the mag:oitude and, naµue of their intereltl ia t.1aia 
eountrJ, and their contributio:u to. the revenue,, jutify. ~ ~ 
aaking for thi,a adroiasin11; and they cannot but feel ~ tJa. 
policy of di-riding the. popw.tioll. into tW9 c!ssnsa, 1111cl ealajing 
ae from all real political ~w:er, ia ~ in principle, UM1 • 
fraught with poeaibilities of the graveat ~naeq~. 

Wherefore your petitioners respectfully pmy. that the lloD. 
the Volkaraad may take. ~. grave oircumat.anoe. int.o e&ll18lt 
«msideration, and.. may eo alta the law that your-petition~ 
may, under 1'8880nable oonditiona, be~ t.o the fall richa 
of citisena of. this BepubU.,. 
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TRANSLATION, 

Of leading article from • Land en Volk .. ' 

D1CEMBJll, 5TH, 1895. 

WoLKARANB' 'WATCH. 

A. D. W. WOieMABA'NS gives in the Yolkutem the following 
explanation of hia gold watch: (a) The watch wu present.eel t.o 
mm fally nine month.I before the Oonoeuion was dealt with; 
(IJ) by a peraon wboee name wu not mentioned u belonging to 
the applicant.a tor the Oonoeuion; (c) when asked what it meant_ 
t1ie answer waa given_ it meana a proof of friendship ; (d) ~ at 
that time a spider wu offered (by eome one who wu con.aidered by 
me as one of the Oonceuion agents), which spider wu refuaed by 
me. 

The public will it.aelf be able to judge how far it oan believe 
Wolmarana in any matter, and specially in auch a cue as tliia. 
In the msan tune_ we must declare the following atat.ementa in hia 
history to be lying: (a) The watch is not a paltry thing in any 
l8D8e of the word. It is a gold repeater that ooet £7/j; (IJ) it is a 
41eliberate lie that the watch wu given to Mr. Wolmarana nine 
mont.ha before the Silati Oon.ceaaion was asked for. 

Now, if the hero of Derdepoort wanta to ahow the public that 
there is a grain of honour in hia character, let him say: "(a) 
Who was the great boaom friend wllo out of pure friendship 
gaTe him, Wolmarana, a gold watch worth £76. We challenge 
Wolmarana to mention hia name. We alao challenge him to 
11181ltion the name of the penon who offered him a epider. 
He will not dare t.o do either of these things. A.a far as aharp 
words and iDBiuuationa are ooncemed. if they are not applicable 
t.o the coward hirn-elf, them he knows well enough to whom 
t.hey .are applicable The puhlio will alao know this shortly. 
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We ahall t.ake it upon ounelvee to Gpoae one of the thieTm 
ahortly (who ia now in &utpan.eberg), and we ahall aleo then 
we hope be able t.o prove what in1luence wu uerci.eed upon 
Jabie Kruger and by whom. 

Now, as far as voting in the Silati Railway Conoeesion ia 
concerned, we repeat that he VOTBD IN PA.YOUR OP IT. 

Wolmarana lies when by hia lett.er to the public he wishes to 
make it understood that he voted against the Concesaion. It ia 
true that he voted against referring the Conoeesion t.o a 
Committee. But in Article 919, page 288, of the Minutes of 
1891, it will be found that he voted IN PA.VOUR OP the final 
reeolution, whereby the Silati Railway Concesaion was confirmed. 
There were present on that day twenty-four members, and the 
propoeal was accepted by twenty-one against three vot.ee, and 
the three who voted against it, as noted, were Prinaloo, Stoop, 
and De Clerck. W olmarans has thus voted in favour of it. 
H, then, he was against the Concession originally, 88 he wishes 
it t.o be believed, what then brought about this change in his 
opinion P Was it not a gold watch P He may poeaibly oonvinoe 
a fool of the contrary, but no honourable man, this unworthy 
Volkaraad member. What he says about the man who gave him 
a gold watch is also a lie. He was known throughout the 
entire country as the agent for the Silati applicants. 

.And this is the man who dares to speak about patriotism 
and treason. Can anybody commit a greater treason against 
hia people and hia nation than t.o accept a gold watch for his 
vot.e 88 Volksraad member, and then endeavour by all kinda of 
lies t.o get out of it by endeavouring t.o make the people believe 
that he was not influenced by the gold watch, as he voted against 
the Concession ; a far-reaching lie, 88 we have ahown from the 
Minutes. The public will now be able to judge for itself what value 
in future to attach t.o the word of Mr. A. D. W. W olmarans. He 
wishes to suggest that he was against the Conoeesion. Let the 
people for one moment take into consideration hia conduct :-{a) 
On Thursday, 21st May, 1891, he voted against referring the 
Concession t.o a Committee without giving reaaona (page 49, 
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Minutes of 1891). (h) On Monday, 13th July, 1891, Wolmarans 
spoke in the following aenae about the Concession :-His burghers 
were against confirming the Oonceesion becaUBe the Government 
had to guarant.ee 4 per cent. If this wa.s not expunged he would 

vote against the concession (page 271 Minut.es, 1891). (c) On 
Wednesday, 16th July, 1891, Wolmarane declared :-THAT HB 

THOUGHT THB RAILWAY WAS UNA.VOIDABl,E, BUT THE ONLY 

• QUE8TION HEU WA.8 THE 4 Pll CBNT., AND AFTER HEARING THB 

EXPLANATION OP THB MBKBBB POR 8TANDERTON, THAT THB 

6oVBJUOlBNT PA.ID. IlffBRBBT TO BE ABLE TO BXBROISE CONTROL, HB 

OOULD A.GRBE TO THB ARTICLB. (d) On Wednesday, 16th July, 
1891, he voted for the final confirmation of the Silati Railway 
Conceaaion (page 288 llinutee, 1891). 

Wolmaran.s received hie wat.oh between· the 21st May, 1891, 
and the 16th July, 1891. 

A splendid patriot truly whose honour ia not worth more than 
• gold wat.ch. 
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APPENDIX 14. 
TRANSVAAL REVEN 

STATEMENT SHOWING THB REVENUE AND EXl'Dl1l 

-Ta■VIL 

Import Dues 
Bent... ... . .. 
Quit-rents. Current 
Ditto laAmm 
Traufsl>uea 
Auction Duea 
Licentea ... . .. 
Stampl>uea ... . .. 
~ Licemea ·
Penonal 'l"'aea. Current ... 
Ditto la A.mm 
Road Tues, Current 
Ditto la A.mm .. . 
Ballway Tues, Current .. . 
Ditto lnAmm 
NatiniTuea 
Pines, &c .... 
Dlaen' Llcenaea ... 
s.Te of Ammunition 
Market Fees 
Pound Fees 
lntaat ... . .. 
·9Decial Recelpts .. . 
ISh·en do .. . 

1811. 
£8H,Mt 15 10 

13,886 17 t 
17,ffi 19 8 
4,070 18 8 

91,414 9 11 
4,857 17 5 

li0,9ti 18 11 
119,ste 0 10 
lti,146 5 10 

9,950 10 0 
1,584 0 0 

11,Mi 9 6 
1,159 17 6 
6,800 17 0 
1,606 1f '6 

72,ffl 18 i 
S9,9S8 0 7 

43,466 ' ' ti,4i6 13 7 
4,fiO 1 0 
i,i43 Ii S 

904,M 8 i 
i85,87T 0 10 

17,ffl j 5 
Sale of Government Property 
Poltal Department (la- • 

eluding the receipts of 
Telegraph Department) 

ll,6i9 17 l 

Bducatioo .. . 
Land Sales .. . 
Macblne St.and UceDHI 
St.and Licenw 
1..-aea 
Coal Licemea 
Pemion Fund 
Toll Receipts 
~Tu .. . 
Bxciw ... .. . 
Concaaiooa and Mijn-

H6,579 l 7 
l,08i 1 9 

Mt 10 10 
798 t 6 

Si,599 18 7 
5,555 17 0 
l,il7 8 0 
1,474 Ii 6 

18,stO 15 0 
i,355 i 3 

577 j 0 

-· pecbt (Mlaing Leases) 
PCllt Office S.'rinp Bank 
War Ta ... ... ... -• 
lnapection of Bollen ... 3,il8 Ii 0 
DutiesonSaleofDynamite -• 
Recel~ State Printing Office -t 
Sale of ExploslTes ... -• 

Deposits ... . .. 
Repayment of Loans 

Total Beninue .. . 
Surplus, Slit Dec., ISM .. . 

O,i47,728 o O 
369,579 13 3 
174,804 10 'I 

0,79i,lli 3 10 

• J'ormerlT 11Dder Bpealal lleoelpt& 

Ammoa'1 Orncs, Panoau. 
3rd F"'"""7, 1896. 
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..... 
.£1,084,7i4- 5 4 

14.947 19 7 
19,s.56 i 6 
6,388 15 t 

388,097 IS 8 
6,734 IS 3 

134,956 II 5 
190,701 8 3 
'99,753 9 9 

14,804 10 0 
3,441 10 0 

13,017 IT 0 
1,876 S 0 
9,461 IT 0 
3,l90 IT 6 

74,SSi 6 6 
"4,lti 15 10 
'8,575 6 i 
10,85i S 5 

"·"' 11 11 i,613 9 I 
165,716 151 9 

5,906 9 T 
17,.sttS i 18 
9.,SSS 11 4 

187,ffl 17 T 
i,506 6 0 

5(8 j 0 
1,069 6 11 

j7,691 0 • 
14,968 11 8 

l,.SM 8 6 
i,165 16 0 

13,IM Ii 6 
l,ilS i 6 

T3 16 0 

28,996 5 11 
s,m o 9 
6,940 0 0 
4,101 0 0 

i9,MS 0 0 
7,,548 10 9 

W.366 19 0 
£3,S39,9.S.S T 6 

644,40!1 Ii 6 
17',654, 7 S 

-",368,91i T 5 

993,!M9 j 3 

£S,3Si,181 9 8 

131,00) o 
..., 0 

SU f 
856 G 

SS,~~ 
11,00, ,) I 

1,-:) ' 
1,990 I 

11.W; 
t,81(1 I 

50J 0 

93,ar, 0 
~I 
7,JIO t 
s,9111 ( 

~ll ,, 
6,J:l)i' 

400.u»! 
.0,718,W I 

t~'IIDdlrDINn~ 
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ND EXPENDITURE. 
R THB YEAR 1896 COMPARED WITH THE YEAR 1894. 

IIZP-Dl'l'V-
Fixed Selaries 
Pemioaa 
Coat of ~--Collection ;;i 

Pab6c Revenue 
Adminlltration of Jllltice 
Education ... 
Hospitals ... . .. 
Potice end Prisona 
Rent ... ... 
'lnnden ... ... .. .. 
Postel~eot ... 

~ ~eot::: 
DlnnSenkes 
Ownen' Share in Diggers' 

and Prospecting Li-
ciema.&c. ... 

Interest 
~J'IDClllofLoena 
Nat:iYes ... . .. ... 
~ Service .. 
hrdlueof Fwd Pro-

~
es ... ...... 

~ nses... . .. 
Explosives ... 

Bxpellla in connection 
witb Swuieland ... 

Witbdn.wn DepCN!itll 
Loena ..... . 

Total Expenditme 

Sarplua. 31st Dec., 1896 ... 

UN, 

.Ul9,776 IS 10 
i,761 0 0 

H,&83 14 s 
S0,6 .. 1 9 
41,576 6 10 
39,330 1 6 
64.~ 18 4 

4,&30 I& i 
l'J,896 9 s 
46,'Jl6 I& f, 

4!1,179 'J 0 
960,96i 18 11 
163,M'J i 0 

-t 
148,637 16 8 

4,664 s 6 
SS7 IS 9 

28,158 6 1 

'Jo,859 16 u 
330,181 18 10 

• -
• -

£1,TM,798 9 8 

373,533 19 'J 
176,031 16 11 

£2,284,i93 19 9 

869 

UN. ..... ,.,11815. 
.£;70,04.7 Ii 7 £6i8,614 17 0 

S,S.Si 18 0 S,868 0 0 

12,W 16 9 10,660 0 0 
37,774 17 9 34,S.SO 0 0 
&6,800 8 0 &6,!il70 0 0 
M,~ 10 8 73,"50 0 0 
69,0ff HJ 2 69,896 0 0 
7,908 13 4 7,iOO 0 0 

20,164 IS 0 2!1,100 0 0 
4,5,i(M, f, 9 47,757 10 0 
M,834 14 0 35,000 0 0 

3.SS,724 1 0 44!1,0SO 0 0 
96,278 14 9 85,061 0 0 

210,940 'J 11 160,000 0 0 
148,oOS 0 s 140,189 11 8 

4,721 Ii 9 4,'100 0 0 
1,498 1 11 1,"50 0 0 

87,308 IS f, 164,470 0 0 

136,793 15 0 110,000 0 0 
205,335 17 1 169,100 0 0 
619,907 9 11 400,000 0 0 

12,760 14 6 45,000 0 0 

£2,8'19,095 10 'J .£2,690,!il'l' S 18 8 

STS,969 6 10 
870,475 14 1 

.U,125,SSO 10 6 

1,926,650 19 2 

£5,362,181 9 8 

t r--'J' under Diven Bervioea. 

J. S. MARAIS, ,ij~ 
P. MARAIS, ,ij-,.,. 
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'MR. LEONARD'S EVIDENCE 
Before the Select Committee on 

British South Africa. 

OIU.IBlliK. 

7870. Perhape you will alliat the Com.mitt.ea, ao far ae yoa 
oa, by limiting the ext.ant of the matter which is to be put 
before the Committee; but I will aak you one question, which I 
~ will enable you to etate shortly what you have to say in 
each cue. You were, I think, chairman al what was called the 
National Union P-Yee. 

7871. When were you elacted P-In December 1894. 
7872. Who wae the first chairman P-Mr. John Tudhope. 
787 3. You, I think, were the l800l1d P-1 waa the eecond. I 

bad been eonneoted with the union from the date of it.a formatioa 
ia 1892. 

7874- You desire to make a atat.ement on the poeition of U. 
Uitlanden m the TJ'8ll8VUl; but before we go to that, I ahouli 
lib you to tell the Committee about what is known of the 
lumeon letter of invitation, with special regard ae to how far 
~ letter was to be ued by Dr. Jameeon without further 
refeNDCe to the union ; did you undentand that the letter wae to 
N ued by Dr. Jameeon without further reference to the union P 
-.AJ.olutely not ; I •Y in the moat emphatic manner, no. 

18?S· Will you give the Committee a sketch of the reaaona 
ww.h indaced you to go to Cape Town on 25th December, and of 
wla.M t;ook plaoe there at the inteniewa you had with Mr. 
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Rhodes P-Of couree I can answer that question, but I think the 
Com.mitt.ea would get a clearer idea if you would allow me, in 
connection with that point, t.o state the hiatory of my OODDeOtion 
with this raid, or my first knowledge of the raid, down t.o the 
end. If I went into the question of what took me t.o Cape Towa 
in December, without stating what bad pueed before, I am afraid 
the Com.mitt.ea would get an incorrect picture. 

7876. We have got a certain amount of information u to 
what passed; evidence has been given by eeveral witn81181 ; I 
dare say you are familiar with the evidence which has already 
been given P-Generally, yea; but I think I may make it more 
clear. In October, 1896, I bad an interview with Kr. 
Rhodes in Cape Town, which was the buia of our aubeequmt 
action in J ohanneeburg, and I do not think that the Oommitt.ee 
will get a clear idea, or at least will undentand euctly, what the 
reason for my going to Oape Town on the 26th December waa 
aa fully aa they otherwise would do, unleea I refer t.o that 

7877. Will you kindly shorten your stat.ement aa far aa yoa 
can P-In October I went t.o Oape Town with Mr. Lionel Phillipa. 
We bad given up all hope at that time of getting any redreaa of 
the political situation by oonatitutional means, and it had been 
suggested that it wu perfectly clear that disturbanoee woald 
break out in Johannesburg 100ner or later, that the public were 
getting very excited. Practically the thing was developing into 
a race feeling, owing t.o the indignities put upon the Britiah 
eection of the community; there wu not merely a denial of their 
right.a, but a t.aking away of their right.a ; and there wu a great 
deal of disturbance; and it was felt that it was very much bet&er 
t.o organise any atepe which might be taken, than t.o allow them 
simply to be a failure or turn into a riot. It was suggeeted &ha& 
Mr. Rhodes was willing to help ua in thia matter; uad the 
result was an interview between Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Phillipi, Kr. 
Hammond, Colonel Rhodes, and myaelf at Oape Town, in October 
1896. I had a convenation with Mr. Rhodea (I cannot rananber 
the exact date in October, but it was 110D1ewhere t.owwda t.he 
latter end of October, I think) in Kr. Lionel Phillips' preeenc,e; 
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and generally the outline of what followed was agreed upon. It 
was then agreed that I should go away that day and draw up 
what wu called a manifesto, which wu to be published through
out the South African States to steady opinion and to ahow what 
the reason of our action was and what our object.a were. I have 
the original of that manifesto here. I think it is important that 
it should be put in. It is the memorandum that is referred to 
in one of the telegrams as the document left with Mr. Stevens. 

7878. You are not referring to the one that appears in the 
Blue BookP-No; this is another document altogether. I 
should like, if I may, to put in the original (producing document). 
I had discueeed with Mr. Rhodes the question of what the attitude 
of Cape Colony would be in the event of this trouble arising in 
lohannesburg, and he assured me that the feeling was so irritated, 
even among the Dutch population in Cape Colony, that they 
would welcome a change, and it was in order that the vario118 
colonies and states in South Africa should know what we were 
driving at that this document was drawn up ; and this document 
forms the basis of my agreement with Mr. Rhodes. Shall I 
read itP 

7878. I think it is not necessary to read it if you will hand it 
in. (.7'7,e aame teaa banded in.)-It contains shortly a statement 
of the grievances and the reasons why we rose, but I think it is 
eeeential to point out this. Perhaps if I were to read one page 
of thia document it will show the essential portion. After stating 
what our grievances were, and what our position was, the manifesto 
goes on: 'We want (1) Full representation in the councils of the 
State in proportion to our numbers and vested interests. Being the 
majority of the people we claim to be included in a true government 
of the people by the people for the people. (2) Proper control of 
public moneys an~ true responsibility to the people. (3) Absolute 
independence of the court.a and the raising of the statue of the 
judges. ( 4) The poeeeeeion and control of our railways and 
public works. (5) The abolition of monopolies. (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring states of South Africa in all product.a 
thereof. (7) A settled policy, which, while guarding the legiti-
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mat.e interests of the South Afrioan Republic aealCIU8ly, alaall 
foster the good will of the other South Afrill&n atat.. UMI 
strengthen the bonds of commerce and good. feeling behPeen • 
and them. (8) Pure adminiatntion. (9) Equal right.a for the 
English and Dut.ch languaeea.' That ia the st.atement of '
ebjects which we had in view. 

7880. That et.ates shortly the maa.ifeet.o that y011 prepancl t 
Yes, aubst.antially. 

7881. We have heard pretty well the history of tile fnn. 
chise, and I dare •Y you are famj]ju with the evidence that hu 
been given to the Committee on that point; that one of tlae 
grievances put forward was that the Uitlanders were ~ 
from the franchise P-Y ea ; it was the main grievanoe nataally. 
We felt that if we had repreeentation we would be a1,Je to 
protect our int.eresta, but I want to eay clearly here the are tect 
grievanoe we felt waa this. It baa been nggeet.ed, I think 1h. 
Schreiner baa said, that patience and oonoiliation would bae 
'brought all right. I want to at.at.e here that we had tried tW 
for eight or nine years, and it was not a oaae of the Traanul 
being in a backward condition, but it had deliberat.ely gone 1aMk 
from nineteenth-century civiliB&tion to aevent.eenth-century civil
isation ; in other words, we had deliberately aettled in thia oouutry 
and tried to develop it by indUBtry and capital inveeted iliel!8 and 
made our homes there; and then they wok away oar rigJu;a. ...,. 
fide ; that is our caae. 

7882. It baa been aaaert.ed that the new-oomen did. • 
desire to take part in the affaira of the oouniry ; I gather &om 
what you say that you do not ari- with tb,aj; view P-A.beolut.ly 
not. U that suggestion ariaea OJ' ia wppol8fl to uiae o• of K,. 
Phillipa' evidence, I can only say that we W-8 very jµ,dy 
angered, l think, at the oapit.aliata' view, of tJae ~ '?Jae 
people up to 1892 had lived in the hopa that the Govemmeai 
would change, and that things would oome right : but in 189.2 
the Second Volkaraad had proved what. it 'tr88. really int.-W to 
be, I believe, the verieat sham under the l1lll ; and in 1-892 t.he 
people formed the National Union, and ao far from their Mt 
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wanting pelitiell righta or • wanting to illke • put, the people 
we,e a111olaWy 'DDtnDPOU ad m08t •thuiMtically detenntaea 
in their deaire for political equality on, faiY lmee. 

788~ I 1ake n, you would,-, 111m that feelint rather pew 
1JlaD ctimini1becl P--l'rom 1M it wu steadily orgmwied, w1 has 
'been ooufmltly pwing amoe ; purely ooastitutional: in the ._. 
instuioe, am nnlminwng, 1.n 1896 in uoonatitatioml --. 

788+- Had the railway menaioll from 1ae Cape to tile 
Transvaal anything t.o do with the development of that feeliag, 
-up to 1890 Prellident Krugar wa,s abeolutply eppoeed 118 the 
GIIUtruotiou. of auy railway conneotmg. ua with the Bntiah 
'1oloniee. He 1'8ldl8d a railway to eomieot Pletoria and lohua
Mll,m,3 with Delap Bay, wbioh ia Dot undel' Britiah in.fhaeae. 
Jn 1890 dun wu a gaff danger of famine in .Johanneabug. 
The priae of ~ wu ahaaoed very mucll, andi th& dallye 
in getting mining maohmery, ud all aort.a. of thinge, wer. Tf1l'1 
init.ating; and in 1890 a famine bad uearJ, oome aa, m 
.JoJuumeebarg; pnotimlly there WM a great want of foocl 

7889, .Jut to make yov point ohm, would yo• tall • the 
wren m.il.way wJucb. then uisted from the Cape to Pretoria Pi
ne railway hml been stended ibroagh O&pe Colony by-Oape 
<Jolony, and by arrangement with the Orange Free State, 1 ~ 
• tar • Bloemfontein. at that nme. There wu a gap ot un
eovered land Wween :Bloemfontein aacl Johanneeburg ad: P,e. 
bia, and Pnaident Krupr was oppoaed to the extanaion o.t tbM 
line. He 1118d all bia iuftunce to oppose even the e&tauica of 
the railway tb>ugh the Orange Free St.ate from Bloemfoa~ to 
ibe V aa1 Rivv, and would not ool188Dt t.o the ext.ension hom the 
Vaal River northwards until he had got the De1agoa Bay Railway 
complete. 

7886. Then. • a matter of II01; wu the railway from 
Pretoria to l>elagoa Bay completed before the oonnectioa WM 

made between the Oape Railway and the Transvaal P-No, the 
pressure of public opinion in 1890 was eo great that Preaident 
Kruger olwiged bit policy. The railway was extended from 
DICMDIOlltein aorthwarda t.o Jobann•barg and Pretoria, ud we 
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had railway oonneotion with the Oape port.a probably two or three 
years before the oonneotion waa opened between Delap Bay and 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

7887. There W88 a aection of the Boen, W88 there not, 
favourable to the olaima of the Uitlander P-More or leas favour
able, yes ; that is to say, they did not go • far u we thought 
they should go, but if their views bad been the dominant viewa, if 
they bad been in the majority, we should never have had any 
trouble. 

7888. Did they take any steps to give effect to their viewa P 
-On eaoh oooaaion when the franchiae ,lebat.es came up, and 
other matt.era, such as t.aution by cast.om duties, and so on, there 
W88 always a minority of six or seven or eight. I oanuot define 
the number exactly at the moment on the dift'erent debat.ee, bat 
there was always a minority of some six or aeven in favour of a 
b1>eral government headed by men like Hr. Lucas Meyer, Mr. 
leppe, Mr. Maraia, and Mr. Jagera. 

7889. Would you say that any other inftuenoes were brought 
to bear upon the Transvaal Government to resist the claims of 
the Uitlandere P-The President hirnaelf, I am abeolutely con
vinced, had such a deadly hostility to everything English that he 
was the /<ma et origo of the whole busineas ; I am perfectly certain 
if I gave the history of the franohiae legislation that would be 
incontestable. The extreme Boers were of the -.me mind with 
him, and behind them he bad Continental inftueaeee which, from 
self-interest alone, apart from race hatred, drove them to fornent 
every discord that oould exist, or oould be thought to exist, 
between the Uitlanders and the governing authority in the 
Transvaal. 

ML LABouCHBJLB. 

7Sgo. le this President Kruger you are referring toP-1 am 
speaking of the Hollanders principally ; the Hollanders and one 
German at least. 

OHAUUIAN. 

7891. From the period you mention, in 1890 to 1896, I take 
it, there was a constant effort on the part of the Uitlandere to 
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obtain redreea for what they deemed to be their grievances P
There were repeated endeavours. In 1892 reeolutiona were passed 
uoanimoUBly by a meeting at which I should think at least 3000 
respectable men were preeent, of all classes, excluding the capi
Wista ; at that meeting, in fact, one of the bitter criea was that the 
capitaliat stood out and left the middlemen and the working men 
to fight the battle for freedom. 

7892. It has been suggested, u you know, that the revolt 
rather had its origin in some eordid object or motive; do you 
agree with that nggeetion P-1 can acarcely find language strong 
enough to repudiate such a statement. The capitalists joined 
what had been a popular movement ever since the people began to 
think about politics. I say the capitalists joined it, and the thing 
was hastened by their action and their adhesion ; but to say that 
this thing was the work of capitalists is absurd eo far as Johan
nesburg is concerned. 

7893- You would eay that the movement was not mainly, or 
even largely, the result of what is called the financial element P
The financial element, I am eati.efi.ed, had absolutely nothing to do 
with it. The financial support and adhesion of capitalists made a 
revolution possible, for this simple reason. If you will allow me, 
I would like to explain why we eventually went in with them at 
all ; we were an unorganized and unarmed lot of men in J ohannea
burg. Without very influential aid from Cape Colony we could 
not hope to obtain arms or ammunition through the ports, and we 
could not send the hat round in J ohanneaburg for subscriptions to 
buy arms ; it waa absolutely necessary that somebody should put 
down a big sum or big sums of money for the purpose, and that is 
one of the main reasons why I accepted the assistance of the 
capitalieta in the matter. 

7894- Had the National Union the support and approval of 
all sections of the Uitlanders in JohanneeburgP-Yea, I think it 
was one of the most representative bodies ever known in the 
country ; all classes, workmen, profeBBional men, mechanics, shop
keepers, and all sorts. Up to 1895 no capitalist was ever seen on 
our platform, indeed that was one of our grievances; Mr. Advo-

369 BB 

Digitized by Google 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIOA. 

cate W eseels described them aa skulking round the street corners 
in Johannesburg instead of helping us in the fight for liberty. 

7895. You have told us that they did ultimately give you 
eome aaeiet.ance P-Y ee, the capitalieta had supported President 
Kruger in hie election in 1893, and they had hoped that he 
would bring things right in time ; their interest.a were eo large 
that they did not want to riak a revolution if it was to be avoided, 
and I am satisfied from my talk with them at the time that the 
reason why they went in waa that they were satisfied absolutely 
that there was no hope of getting reform in the ordinary way, 
that the condition was intolerable, that the great maee of the people 
felt the condition was intolerable, and that there was grave danger 
of riot and the destruction of things and failure. They then de
cided, I think, to join us, in order that the movement should 
be an organized one, with a hope of eucoo88. 

7896. Would you say that they joined you rather on your 
invitation or that they sought to join you P-It is a little difficult 
to define it exactly. There is a significant note at the foot of the 
original document, the manifesto which I have handed in. The 
document is in my handwriting, and it contains interlineatione by 
Mr. John Haye Hammond and Mr. Lionel Phillips; and there is a 
separate footnote here in Mr. Phillips' handwriting: ' To be iaeued 
by National Union. National Union to be re-enforced by recruit.a 
from moneyed cl&8888 first.' 

7897. Do you wish to say anything upon the subject of com
mandeering P-1 was not in Johanneeburg in 1894, but I know the 
very great di88&tiefaction that there was. The Transvaal Govern• 
ment had legislated away practically all hope of our ever getting 
the franchise. They then made a little war with the native chief, 
Malaboch, and wretched tribee like that, and they claimed the 
right to commandeer British subject.a to go and wage theee wan; 
they were little squabbles which the English section I do not belie'98 
would ever have brought about; speaking here deliberat.ely, I •Y 
I think they were brought about by the oppr888ion of the nativee. 

7898. You were not in Johannesburg, you say, at the timeP 
-No, but I know the history of it very well. 
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7899.-You cannot speak from personal lm.owledgeP-No, but 
I know there was a great deal of dissatisfaction. I wish to state 
this, the Uitlandere had no objection to fighting. The Boers 
oft.en tried to make out that we refused to fight, an~ yet wanted 
the franchise. My statement of the case is, that we said we 
objected to be driven to fight in a war that we had no voice in the 
making of. We said give 118 the franchise, and give 118 equality 
of rights, and we will take equality of obligation. 

7<po. We have had some figures with regard to the popula
tion of the Uitlandere and the burgher population ; perhaps i£ you 
have seen these figures, you will be able to confirm them as being 
pretty accurate P- I do not recall the figures quite, but perhaps I 
might be allowed to state my own figures in the absence of 
absolutely accurate statistics. 

7901. Will you do so P-The official Hand Book of the 
Transvaal (I am dealing with males only, it is the only way I 
can get at it) gives the number of the men, the men liable to 
military service, ae 25,000. 

Ma. JoIDI ELL1s. 

7902. What date is that P-1895. I have not seen the 
Hand Book since that. That is the number which is taken from 
the field-cornet's list. The field-cornet is the ward officer, whose 
duty it is to keep a list of all men liable to service, really all the 
men in his district. These lists include a very large number of 
Uitlandere ; my own name, for instance, is on one of those lists, and 
I am satisfied that the male Boer population, the burgher popu
lation, at the outside, does not exceed 20,000 men. I believe the 
Uitlander male population is at least 50,000 men, but of course 
not all in Johannesburg. 

CHAIRMAN. 

7903. Could you make any estimate of the ages of the men 
respectively in those two classes P-The Johannesburg men are, u 
a rule, men in the prime of life. 

7904- When you say the Johannesburg men, you are speaking 
of the UitlanderaP-Yes, the Uitlandera as they call thein. There 
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are very few old men. amongst them ; I would aay ihey are men 
ranging from twenty to fifty. There ia a very large amount of 
family life in J ohanneeburg, but the children l'1'8 mostly young 
etill; I am speaking of men that are about in busineea, and ~ 
eort of thing. 

7905. In giving the figure 60,000, you refer to the men, 
roughly, eay, between twenty and fifty years of age P-Yee; ~ 
all oongregat.ed in J ohanneeburg, but in the different gold centres 
and towna in the Transvaal. 

7906. Would the 26,000 burghers you spoke of range between 
the -.me agea P-The field-comets' lists include everybody from 
the age of sixteen upwards. When a Transvaal burgher's BOD 

becomes of the age of sixteen, he ia liable to military service, and 
hie name ia enrolled on the list. 

Ma. B101UK. 

1'P'l· And be gets a voteP-He gets a vote. 

O!umMAN. 
7go8. Have you anything to aay upon the proportionat.e 

holdings of property between the two clueee you refer to P-Y ea; 
I should like to eay something upon that, becaU88 it ia an element 
that enters into the equity of our case very largely. I thing I 
can state with every confidence that I am appromnately accurate 
in aaying that the Uitlander holds one-half of the regiatered land 
in the country. The country consists of property which. ia held 
~der grant from the Government, and what would be known u 
Crown lands, State lands, land which hae never become the subject 
of title; excluding that which we eay the Government holda in 
truat for the general body of the people, the Uitlander Jiolda at 
least one-half of the land which hae been the subject of grant. I 
know that the Government have issued official lists which would 
show the contrary, but I believe I am absolutely juatified in 
making the statement I do from my own knowledge. Before 
pauing from that point I wish to add also that we own the whole 
of the mining property. All the industry and all the commerce of 
the country ia carried on by the Uitlanders. Bo that, broadly, I 
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would say the Uitlandera hold at least nine-tenths of the tot.al 
aggregate property in the country. 

7909- We have heard something about the revenue and ex
penditure in the Transvaal. I dare say you have seen the figures 
which have been put forward, comparing the revenue at one 
period with the revenue at a more recent period ; and the same 
with the expenditure P-Y ee. 

7910. Have you anything you wish to add on that subjectP 
-I cannot say I am quite seized with a knowledge of the figures 
which have been given. I could give figures. 

7911. I dare say you have them in your mind quite clearly 
enough P-The revenue before the gold discovery or development, 
I think, may be fairly stated as not more than £160,000. 

MB. BYDNBY BUXTON. 

7912. Have we not got all this in the evidence P-1 will be 
very brief about it if you will allow me to give the figures. 

0u.uRKAN. 

7913. You say the revenue before the gold diacoveries was 
about £150,000 a yearP-Yes, and the revenue last year was 
between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000. The expenditure has gone 
up by leaps and bounds, as you see by reference to their own 
at.atement.a. I do not know whether the Committee have got thoee 
et.at.ement.a. 

7914- Yes, we have got the last one P-For 1896 P 
7915. Yee.-1 have a comparative statement for 1894-96, 

too. Our case is this, that the country could be govemed bett.er 
than it is govemed now for a million and a half a year; that un
necessary taxation is exacted from us ; that we bear almost the 
whole burden of taxation, and that money is spent in object.I 
which are wholly unnecessary, and wastefully. 

7916. Is there any truth in the suggestion that the Legie
lature has interfered with private right.a : I mean especially in 
easee sub judice !-That has has been one of the gravest grievances 
that the Uitlander has felt, because he had absolutely no guardian 
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for his rights but the High Court; and the Legislature interfered 
on several occasions ; I will mention casee. In the caae of Dom.a, 
after 81lmmone waa is8ued claiming a declaration that DolD8 waa 
entitled to twenty-four farms, the Volksraad paeaed a resolution 
declaring that DolD8 had no right of action (I am giving the sub
stance of it), and this resolution was sent to the State Attorney, 
who pleaded it in the court, and the plaintiff waa ousted from hia 
rights. In the caae of MacCorquodale, a similar thing happened ; 
a large amount of land was in question there. In the case of 
Williams "· The Geldenhuie Estate Company, the VoJ.braad. 
p,ndenk lite, passed a resolution defining the clause in the Gold 
Law, which was the subject of the action on which the plaintiff's 
case was based. 

Ma. 8YDNBY BuxroN. 
7917. What date was thatP-1 will not be abaolutelycertain, 

but I think it was in 1893. About the same time there was a case 
of a proclamation also by the United Langlaagte Company, which 
the court set aside as an interference with the court's privileges. 
In the cyanide case the mining companies had brought an action 
in which they had spent £30,000 to have certain cyanide patents 
declared invalid. While this action was pending the Volkaraad 
entertained two petitions for an alteration in the patent lawa, and 
they were only lost in one case by 12 to 11, I think, and in the 
other case by the casting vote of the chairman, and the effect of 
both those petitions would have been to oust the plaintiff in that 
action. Then there is the last caae, the Brown case, which aroee 
in 1895, referred to in that document which I signed in December 
1895, which is published in Blue Book 7933. The result of theee 
proceedings was to create such a profound feeling of insecurity 
that men felt they never knew what was going to happen next. 
The court was the sole guardian of their rights, and if the court 
was to be interfered with they felt that there was absolutely no 
aeourity for anything, person or property. Before I pase from 
that court question I would like to add this, because what I feel 
to-day is that I have got to put before the Committee a picture of 
the condition of things that moved men to action in 1895. I do 
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not want to waste any time at all, but I think it is only fair that 
I should be allowed to put that before the Committee. In con
nection with this courts question I would like to be allowed to put 
one document in. I will tell you what it is. In 1894, apart from 
these constant interferences, the Government introduced, and the 
Legislature contemplat.ed pas8ing, a law which would have had the 
effect of making the courts subordinate to the Executive Govem
ment. By the constitution, as it was, the courts were independent. 
One of the broad effect.a, or one of the broad statement.a in these 
proposed changes was that the courts should be free only in the 
act of giving judgment. The Chief Justice of the Transvaal made 
a speech or rather gave an addresa, for it was not a speech, at Rua
tenburg, which I think it is highly important for this Committee 
to have before them. I would like to put in an extract from that 
addresa. (Producing the aam..) 

0HAIJI.KAN. 

7918. Can you tell 118 shortly what it is P-This is a public 
st.atement made by the Chief J118tice of the South African 
Republic, which attract.eel great attention. 

7919- If you will be good enough to put it in, we shall have 
it before 118. (The aame waa handed in.) Will you say what it is, 
80 we may have it on the Notes P-lt is an address by the Chief 
Justice in October 1894 on the proposed alteration of the Consti
tution, especially in relation to the status of the courts. 

7920. Were those alterations carried outP-No; there was a 
great outcry, and they were not carried out. But it shows the in
tention of the Government right through ; that is the point I 
want to make. 

7921. Have you anything to say with regard to the municipal 
government of JohannesburgP-Yes; the municipal government 
was unsatisfactory in many ways. The people's representatives 
could not enter upon an expenditure exceeding £150 without the 
consent of the Government ; a Government nominee practically 
eat over them; a knowledge of Dutch was necessary (we lost a 
couple of our best members for the town because they could not. 
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understand Dutch) ; there wu a very great eenae or grievance. 
owing to the town not being able to raise an adequat.e loan to 
make streets and variou municipal things ; and the public health 
suffered very much, owing to the prevalence of dust and inanitary 
condition& But the Government wu always steadily oppoeed to 
grant anything like what we know as foll municipal powers ; they 
were afraid of creating an impmum in impwio. 

7922. Has the municipal authority of Johannesburg power to 
Taise loans independently of the Government P-No. 

792 3. Is there, as a matter of fact, a municipal debt P
There is a municipal debt; a quit.e inconsiderable debt, I believe. 

7924. That is raised, I presume, with the auction of the 
GovernmentP-With a auction of the Government and the 
aanction of the ratepayers. 

7925. But the security, I presume, is the security of the 
municipality P- The security of the town property, of the rate
payer& 

7926. That is to say, there is no Government eeourity at the 
back of it P-No, the municipal law has been alt.ered during the 
last twelve months, and I think very much for the 'WOl'le, becaue 
where, as formerly, whatever the other limitations of the sanitary 
committee were, there was no provision requiring that these men 
should be burghers ; to-day the law requires that there shall not 
be more than twenty-four members of the sanitary oommittee of 
the municipality, of whom one-half at least shall be burghen; 
the chairman is appointed by the Government, paid by the 
Government, removable by the Government, and he baa a eaatinf 
vote on all matters. Twelve of the members of the aanitary com• 
mittee therefore have to be burgher& There are no burghen 
in Johannesburg except a few hundred men living in the outakirta 
of the town, of the very lowest class. They are, in fact, the 
men that send, and have sent regularly, the one member for 
Johannesburg to the Volksraad. Thoae are the men from whom 
twelve out of the twenty-four members would have to be choem. 
They have the power to raise loans, but subject to the approval of 
the Government. 
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7927. Would you t.ell ua whether the police are under th~ 
municipal authority or under the State P-I believe the mum• 
cipality now baa the power to appoint the municipal police, only 
that is a subordinate aection of the police. The general police 
force ia under the Government. 

7928. May we take it that that is adequate :for the protection 
of the municipality P-There have been the gravest poMible com• 
plaints about the police force. Crime has gone undetected. over 
and over again. ·0ne regulation was that no man who was not 
a burgher or a naturalised. burgher aa they call them, W8ll qualified 
for appointment to the :force, and these Transvaal burghers knew 
"fery little about t:.he wilds o:f Whitechapel or Berlin. We were 
absolutely in the hands of those men. 

7929- Would you say that the police force is inadequate in 
number, or inefficient in quality P-It is inadequate in number, I 
think, and also 80 in quality and efficiency. We have had the 
most glaring murders and other crimes committed there without 
the hope of detection. 

7930. I think you hold the view that a certain amount of 
laxity prevails in the administration of the Government P-Y es. 

7931. Have you any facts within your own knowledge re
lating to that which you could state to the Committee ?-Well, 
there is laxity and public immorality, I might call it. I would 
take auch cases aa are cited in that document of December, 1896, 
which angered the public. What could become of the Civil 
Service when auch things were allowed ae the Smit caae or the 
8tiemena case P Smit's case, shortly, was thia. He was the head 
of an important district, the Krugersdorp mining district. He 
dieappeared from his office, and was away three or four months ; 
he had got a week's leave when he left. His locum lfflena toolt: 
over his official cash, and among the cash was Smit's own cheque 
for .£160. This cheque was dishonoured on being presented. to the 
1-nk. Smit remained away, and after three or four months he 
came back again. He wu in the meantime openly charged with 
being a thief in a Dut.ch newspaper, and in an English weekly 
newspaper. He haa never dared to bring, or at any rate hu not 
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brought, an action t.o clear hirneelf, and the Government baa not 
called upon him t.o clear hirneelf~ He ia now in the Government 
eervice as the head of an important district, Klerbdorp; he ia the 
mining commi.esioner there. Stiemena' cue was a cue in which 
Stiemena, senior, had applied for a pension that had been refueed 
t.o him. Then he was put up t.o ask for a grant of aome land near 
Johannesburg. 

Jfr. IAbouchere.] I would ask whether all theee C8888 do 
not open a very wide field, not only for croes-examination, but 
for rebutting evidence. 

Jfr. Secretary Onamber/ain.] We have given the fullest 
license t.o witn88888 on the other aide, surely this witnesa mAY 

be allowed t.o give his evidence. It does not appear t.o be 
likely t.o be long. 

Jfr. IAbouchere.] Has the Committee any objection t.o 
my calling a number of witneaaea whom I am prepared t.o put 
in t.o rebut this evidence P I do not want t.o do ao if I can 
avoid it, but this evidence opens a wide field. 

Jlr. Secretary Onamkr/ain.] The Committee will COD• 

aider that when the witn88888 are proposed. 
Jf r. Ellis.] If this evidence ia nearly at an end I will not 

take the objection I was about t.o take. 

C1u1RMA:N. 

7932. My question was in order to afford you an opportunity 
t.o give the casea within your own peraonal knowledge, and I 
understand the two or three caeea you have mentioned illuetrat.e 
what you wish t.o give as your evidence on this point P-Y es, the 
cue I was mentioning was a matter which was before the High 
Court ; it ia on public record. 

7933. You have not t.old ua, I think, what paaaed at the 
interviewa with Mr. Rhodes in December, about which I asked 
in a previous question. I dare say it was my fault, but in giving 
aa a abort hiat.ory, as you did, of your conversations with llr. 
Rhodes, I do not think you carried it down t.o the point I put in 
my question since. I think you went t.o Cape Town on the 
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26th December, did you not P-Y ea, I was sent away on the 
night of the 26th. 

MR. J OBN ELLIS. 

7934- It is in evidence that you got to Cape Town on 
Saturday, the 28thP-Yee, I got to Cape Town on Saturday, 
the 28th, but there is a thousand miles between Johannesburg 
and Cape Town. 

CHAIRMAN. 

7935. Could you tell the Committee what took place at that 
interview; what was the subject of your conversation ?-I think 
it is necessary to state what the Johannesburg people were going 
in for this revolution for. 

7936. Will you do so P-Tbey wanted reform; they wanted 
a new constitution. That was the feeling; it was the feeling that 
it was only right and only possible to do that ; I mean there was 
no deairo to hoist the Union Jack, to put it plainly. It was a 
solemn compact with Mr. Rhodes that that was the basis of our 
action ; and on the 25th December,-! will tell you exactly what 
happened. Mr. George Farrar came to me at 7 o'clock in the 
morning, and he was very much disturbed. He said to me, ' I 
hear, jj Jameson comes in, he is going to hoist the Union Jack.' 
He said, 'I have induced every man who has joined me, and who 
is helping me in this business, to go in on the basis that we want 
a reformed republic.' I remember his very words were : ' This is 
the Boer country ; it would be absolutely morally wrong to do 
anything else, and I will not go a yard further in this business 
unlesa that basis is maintained.' I had never heard any question 
about a doubt as to the basis before, and I was astonished. I 
88ked him where the news came from, but I could not get to learn 
from him where it came from ; it seemed to be in the air some
how (I knew later in the day where it came from). I scouted the 
whole thing, and told him not to be distressed, and told him of 
this document which I have put in to-day. I told him of my 
convenation with Mr. Rhodes, and said I did not believe there 
was the alightest reason for his distress. He went away satisfied. 
Later in the day, about half-past eleven, I went to the club, and 
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there I met an American, O.ptain Mein, and he et.art.ed the aame 
thing. His words were: 'If this is a case of England gobbling 
this country up, I am not in it ; otherwise I am up to my neck in 
it.' I tried to soothe him. I could not find out where it came 
from. However, I did not take any futther notice of it. I had 
eome friends to lunch, and about a quart.er to three, or three 
o'clock, as I was sitting at table, I got a message to come to • 
meeting. When I went down to this meeting at Colonel Rhodes' 
house I met assembled there practically the whole of the men who 
knew anything about this business at the time. They had UD&Di
moualy passed a resolution affirming that they would not conaent 
to any such action on the part of Jameson if he came in; that 
they deemed themselves bound to the men who were behind 
them, and who were following them, and that the thing muat be 
set straight. They had paaeed that resolution when I got there. 
I only got up and said I could not agree to the alt.eration of the 
basis, supposing it had been made; that it would be morally 
wrong in trying to et.eat the Boer country, and that ,re were 
morally right in going for reform. I eat down ; and they then 
decided to send me to Cape Town to get this matt.er cleared up. 
I saw at once what would happen. I saw in the room in a 
minut.e what was going to happen out.aide: dissension and disunion 
at the very eve of action. I went to Cape Town to get this thing 
authoritatively settled. When I got to Cape Town I told :Mr. 
Rhodes what had happened, and he gave me 888Ul'8JlceB that the 
basis had not been alt.ered. Mr. Hamilton was with me, and a 
t.elegram was sent from us. That t.elegram has never been 
published, but there was a t.elegram ; I have not a copy of it, but 
I know the contents of it generally. It was sent from ua to 
Johannesburg, saying that Mr. Rhodes had given us eatisfactol'J 
888ur&ncee, but that a new departure abaolut.ely was neoeuary ; 
that they were to continue their preparations quietly and without 
any sort of hurry {by which we meant that the arma which were 
then dribbling into J ohanneeburg should be put in oentral placee 
and be ready for use in case we should want them}, and that 
Dr. Jameson had been advised accordingly. On the evening of 
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the Saturday, by arrangement, we met Mr. Rhodes again at his 
houe, and there, I believe, almost at the instance of Mr. Rhodes, 
ij wu finally agreed that there was to be no overt action then. I 
had pointed out to Mr.Rhodes the absolute absurdity of Johannes
burg going into an armed revolution at a time when they bad not 
got a thoWl&Ild rifles in the place. One of the bases of our action 
wu that we should rush Pretoria Arsenal, t.ak.e the Boer artillery 
away from them, and arm ounelves from their arsenal; we 
expected to get eight or ten thousand rifles from there, and we 
were to get 4600 rifles from Cape Town and a million rounds of 
u.nmunition and three Maxima. At the time I left Johannesburg 
we were abeolutely unprepared for a revolution. It was not our 
"'ult that the arms bad not reached us. I pointed out to Mr. 
Rhodes that everything waa misfitting. Suooess could only come 
if everything dovet.ailed. We had to strike in Johannesburg 
and to strike in Pretoria on the same night, and Jameaon was 
to come in from the west. There was disunion in the town itself ; 
we could not organize the men in the town. But the question of 
the arma was the main thing ; we had not got the arms that bad 
been promised; as a matter of fact, I believe out of the 2600 rifles 
eventually 1600 reached Johannesburg on the Tuesday after 
Jameson bad crossed the border. The final arrangement with 
Mr. Rhodes was this. He said : 'I will keep Jameson six months 
or nine months, or longer, on the border as a moral support to 
you. We will get theee arms in to put you on a more level basis 
with the Boers. Go on with your meeting on the 6th January, 
and await the development of events.' That having been so, all 
that was required of me was to be back in Johannesburg in time 
for the 6th of January. On Monday afternoon, about midday, I 
got a message from Mr. Rhodes saying he wanted to see me ; 
Mr. Hamilton and I were there: we were going to Johannesburg 
that night. 

7937. Thia was on the Monday P-Y ea, on the Monday was 
the first we heard of Jameson having crossed the border. 

7938. That was the first you knew of it P-Y es, that was the 
first we knew of it. 
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7939. It had been arranged, or rather you underst.ood from 
Mr. Rhodes that it was hie intention to keep Dr. Jameson on the 
border six or nine months, if necesaary P-Y ee, that was the final 
agreement on the night of Saturday, the 28th of December. 
Johannesburg was utterly unprepared to go on ; the Boera had 
got on guard, and it would have been very, very risky, if not 
impossible, to carry out our plain to seize the arsenal and arm 
ourselves; and, as I say, we had not got the arms that had been 
promised us. 

794,0. Did you return to JohanneeburgP-On the Monday I 
said I was going off there that same night at once ; I had got my 
railway ticket in my pocket, and Mr. Rhodes implored me to stay 
and help him. Mr. Hamilton and I considered after we had 
heard what he said that he was right. He pointed out that we 
could not poBBibly reach Johannesburg until Thursday morning; 
that we would be of the greatest possible assistance at Cape Town 
at that stage; and he implored us, almost on hie bended k:neee, to 
atop there and help him; and I deemed it my duty to stay there, 
and did stay there, until the Friday evening. On the Friday I 
started to get back to Johannesburg. On the way I got a 
telegram from a Mr. Stewart, the editor of a newspaper, saying 
that things were very critical, and that the Boera were in poaeee
eion of the bridge. 

7941. Was that a telegram from Johannesburg P-No, from 
Cape Town, saying that the position of things wu very critical. 
and was becoming more critical every minute ; that the Boers bad 
taken poeeession of the bridge on the railway at V ereeniging, and 
were examining every passenger, and had made five arrests 
already. I went on to Victoria West, which is a couple of 
hundred miles further. At Victoria West I got a telegram from 
a friend of mine who bad begged me to be guided by him on my 
northward journey, and had given me hie eolemn word that he 
would not interfere with me unleee it was hopele88 for me to get 
through the Boer lines. I got a telegram from him telling me to 
stop. I hesitated as to what I should do, but I thought t.o myself 
it ie only a matter of the next train, he will telegraph to the 
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station ; he baa given me hia eolemn pledge not to interfere 
uuleas it is hopeleea for me to get through: I had better etay. 
The next news I got waa a telegram from the eame man to this 
effect : ' Come back ; passports have been established in Free 
State ; Boers are on the line and are looking out for you, and you 
will never get there.' At the station the news that reached me 
waa that Sir Hercules Robineon had been grosely insulted by the 
Boers on hia arrival at Pretoria; that he had broken off diplo
matic relations, that he waa on the way down, and the Black 
Watch was on the way up. And further that a letter had been 
found on the battlefield signed by eo-and-so, and the contents 
would be given. Under those circumstances I returned to Cape 
Town, aa I deemed it hopeleBB to get through the lines; and I am 
satisfied, from information now, that I would never have got 
through. I had no paBBpOrt, among other things, and could not 
get through the Free State ; the Free State waa in arms in aid of 
the Transvaal. I had therefore got to travel through a hoetile 
territory for 300 miles, and then run into the net at thia 
railway bridge, which waa in the hands of tlieae infuriated 
people. 

7942. Then you returned to Cape Town P-1 returned to 
Cape Town. 

7943. Have you anything further you wish to add P-1 do 
not know if the Committee ia satisfied, or whether the evidence 
before them is Bllfficient as to the general condition of things in 
Johannesburg, the sense of indignity under which Englishmen 
were labouring there, and the danger to their material intereeta. 
Thia waa not a capitalist bueineBS; I would not have touched the 
thing for a capitalist. I had no dislike for the Boers; I am 
South African born, and I had lived amongst them all my life ; 
and had more than a friendly feeling towards them. I aay that I 
and other men like me were driven into revolt by the deliberate 
destruction of our rights by the maladministration, by the general 
sense of hostility, and the conferring upon Continental pcoplo 
concessions and powers which gave them almost complete control 
of our destinies. 
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Bra HD1lY 0AKPBBLL-BANNBBMAN. 

7944- By Continental people you mean Elll"Op8Ul8 P--Germana 
and Holland.en. Thoee people were egging on the Boen to 
methods of legialation abeolutely unknown t.o our people. The 
Boer idea of govemment waa fair enough ; it was perfeotly liberal 
until after we got in, and then they alt.ered it. Taite the Plea 
Law, the Alien Expulaion Law, and the Alien Immigration Law. 
Theee laws are said to be the out.come of the Jameeon raid, bat it 
ia not ao. The preu baa been threatened since 1893. They 
paaeed an Act in 1893 which Tirtually tried to destroy the plea of 
juatification, and that int.ention was only upset by the bad draft
manahip of the clauae in 1894:; the Hollander newspaper, the 
Yolkuu,n, actually published a draft law for the expulaion of 
aliens without trial almost in the same t.erma 88 that on the 
st.atute-book in 1896. That law was approved in principle in 
1896, long before the Jameson raid, and ia mentioned in the 
manifesto of 1896. We felt there was no aeourity for liberty at 
all ; we had no jury trial amongst oaraelves; we had no repre
aent.ation and no protection of our interests ; and even the oourt., 
the sole bulwark of our liberties, were being threatened at every 
turn ; and it was regarded 88 a disgrace to be an Bngli•brnao 

CHAIRMAN. 

794S· Just let me try to get this clear, 88 I am not quite 8111'8 

that we have got it clearly upon the N otea. With regard to 
Dr. Jameson croaaing the border, I gather from you that you 
emphatically st.ated that your opinion of the letter given by your 
Union, and by thoee who signed the letter to Dr. Jameson, wu 
that he was not to act upon it without further communication 
with you P-Certainly. Tbe letter was given to him, aa I found 
out afterwards, at his request. He came to Johannesburg, and 
got the letter from our handa in November, 1896. The origin of 
the letter ia this, ao far aa I was ooncemed. On my return from 
Cape Town in October, 1896, with Mr. Phillips, he said to me, 
'You know, I think we will have to give lameaon a letter' 
( evidently it had been talked about between him and somebody 
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ehe), • and I thin1t you should eign the lett.er as chairman of the 
National Union.' I object.ed most strenuously. I said I could 
not eee the necessity for giving Dr. Jameson a letter at all; we 
were oo-conapirat.on, il be liked to call it so, but I did not see 
why Jameson abould have a letter. I said that I certainly could 
not give him a letter signed by me as chairman of the National 
Union, because I bad no mandate from the National Union for 
euch action. I dismissed the thing, and refuaed absolutely to 
aign. However, he returned to the charge in private conversation 
repeatedly, and eventually I gave way, and aid, • If you men 
will sign the letter, I will sign it as an individual with you.' 
Jameson came up in November, 1896, and that letter was given to 
him for the simple alleged reason that it would be required to 
justify him with the Chartered Company's directors afterwards, 
and under solemn pledge that it was not to be uaed for any other 
parpoee. The letter had really nothing to do with his coming in; 
it wu an anticipatory thing given at his request to be a justifica
tion afterwards; but the arrangements for his coming were sub
ordinate altogether, and entirely distinct. 

7946. You eay they were subordinate P-1 mean the letter 
bad absolutely nothing to do really with the arrangements for his 
coming in. 

7947. Then the news you received on the Monday that he 
had gone in was to you a great 81ll'priseP-It staggered me, of 
oourse. I knew he had wrecked everything at once. 

BIR HENRY 0.un>BELL-BANNBBIIAN. 

794,8. Had you anything to do with the military preparations, 
il I may call them so, in JohannesburgP-No. You mean as 
regards the military control of the proposed revolution P 

7949. Yes.-They were vested in Colonel Rhodes and a 
military cominittee. I had nothing to do with them except that 
I was advised, of ooune, from time to time, as to how things 
were prooeeding. There was not very much to be done at that 
time. 

7950. You have made a very natural comment upon the idea 
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that seemed to be entertained of having a full-blown revolution 
with only 1000 rifles P-W e never dreamt of it; we were not 
madmen. 

7951. You have no idea how it came to be the case that there 
were so fe.- artnB in JohannesburgP-No, to this day I do not 
kn..1.-b..1.-it ,ru that the arms promised did not reach 111. 

;-v32. You b,:..- thst a Tery large amount of money was 
~~~ f- Y a1: tbe de-tails I do not know. I had nothing to do 
.-:,i ~ m.:c,ey. B1n I do bow that, on my insistence, the town 
d. J ., ... r::>tS.'½r~ ..-u I£'-.~ for six weeks; that we believed 
UJ.-: ~ -.-w a i.t ~·s ~..,,nsions in the town, and we oalcu-
~ ...,. bat ~rt: ~ -..~ ~--plied for two month& That oost a 
~ it.~ re "ID~-

... :.::~ ~ Y!1t. la&! io support the whole population P-
T t nai. ";bf-TllIUf ~~"I: 10 feed. 

.,.:~. T°lli&. -.-w ~ C\.~ption of the functions that Dr. 
:.am.~ -.v nwi. !ia :---~ yzq ~ aw-are that he was to remain where he 
-.... -.~iin~ "U lr:.:-F..i,~ ev-m for months, to support you; how 
~ h! "II ~r--; ~111.~-• lli'rsi support' were the words ued by 
"'l- 1~""- ; DI b:tl ~ to convey a wrong impreesion. In 
:~-~IM'" -.s>t :-m:--... 'tl!.:~..-d ~ing in possession of these arms and 
aflH1,tn1i~,11 :-11U :lJlt ~~ui. and it was contemplated that eome
•~ ""~ "::bf en~ i.f ~mber, or the beginning of January, 
_.. • ~~ N t..."-uf .,. tC""h our blow. That whole arrangement 
,..... i!~,,-,..i,.--,i ~ :,- the non-arrival of these arms, and the 
3' .. ,, ~-·:ir~ nt. ~""1. Kruger made his tortoise-head speech, 
-.:-.. ..: .. -.a- 'Nl~ ..: tl.:ng. There was disunion ; the Germans in 
=--~ '--~ ~ b~~-4 up a row, and we had not got these arma. 
, tt lhf -:: ••a. :-~--en.~, I may add, if it ia neoeeaary still further 
" 1'--,__--...:.""f .hi ~~--tion that Dr. Jameson had a right to come 
~-,r :.ht" h.,-:-~. ti ~ says he had, we sent a meseage to him, not 
t--nn ;i,\l.anll~-:-~ d:.l"t'ICt, but by Cape Town, with a meeaage to 
)ii NU ''f'?~ "' 1-iu siating in the emphatic tenna ( we heard he 
- ~r.:.i~ m,.'ll&tii'.nt: that he was not to forget he 'W8.I auxiliary 

sr ~ . ~ ..,; .-ore in the major position ; and that under no 
~N~"'tM .-» he to move until we had notified we were 
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t"eBdy ; that our arms were not reaching ua; that we were not 
ready, and that we were the only judges of the time to strike. 
That was on the 19th December. 

795 5. You have stated what we were told before 88 to the 
Jett.er that was given to Dr. Jameson, that it was rather intended 
for 1188 in justification afterwards P-Y ea. Ali there has been 
a great deal talked about the lett.er, I may eay I wrote the letter 
myaelf; it was written with the running pen, and it was meant to 
be a picture of the condition of things which would arise if we 
etruck the blow. It was never int.ended to mislead anybody, 
because the intention was that Dr. Jameeon should not 1188 the 
letter until the thing was over. 

7956. Then the words as to the women and children being in 
danger, and eo forth, was a picture of what would have happened P 
- Yee, absolutely. I had no idea of misleading anybody by 
writing that letter in that form. Of coune it wu very stupid to 
give the letter at all, as one sees now, but I want to state now em
phatically, that there was not the slightest intention of putting 
a false thing forward or misleading anybody. The letter baa 
been 1188d subsequently to our discredit, making out that Jameson 
was to come over the border, at our urgent request, to help the 
women and children ; that impreBBion has gone through England 
to our detriment. 

MR. JOHN ELLIS. 

7957. Did I understand you to say, in answer to the Chairman, 
that when you heard Jameson had gone in, you 'knew he had 
wrecked everything at once.' Was that what you said P-Y ee. 

7958. Did you find out at all, at Johannesburg, where the 
pre8811r8 in favour of the British flag came P-No; it appears to 
have arisen from a misconception ; it seems to have been one of the 
things that started and grew and grew. I believe it originated in 
eome loose remark of Dr. Harris. 

7959. You did not attempt to take any steps to get to the root 
of itin JohannesburgP-We tried to; itwaa reported to ua that it 
had been stated by Dr. Harris(and of course Dr. Harris was looked 
on as the alter ego of Mr. Rhodes at that time, as he was his private 
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eeoret.ary, and all that eort of thing) that the Union Jack would be 
hoiat.ed, and we felt we would put ounelvee not only politically 
out of sympathy, but morally wrong, with -1le reet of South Afrioa 
il we did such a- thing. It waa not that we object.ed to the 
EngHab flag. I am Englieh, and I would rather have the Eugliall 
flag than any other in the world ; but I han 110' right to put the 
English flag there becauee I like it. 

1'PO· There wu, I euppoee, great division of opinion, and 
eome people took one aide and eome au.other P-The Committee 
that resolved to send me to Cape Town W88 abeolutely uuenimon.a; 
they were against it, and rightly 10. It wu not the NBia upoa 
which they had gone in ; it would put them morally wrong. We 
felt that BUppoeing after a revolution a new coaetitation oame to 
be framed, and the majority of the people, including the moderatie 
Boera, were willing to have the British flag, we would be only too 
happy, but that we had no right to force the flag upon them. 
England had given the country its own flag. and we had no right 
to pull it down. 

7961. I appreciate your position. I want to know il you go' 
at the bottom of the matter 88 to where the idea came from P 
-The idea had come up :from Cape Town, conveyed by a gentle
man whom I do not think I should name, and we traced it in the 
telegram sent by ue from Cape Town on the Saturday ; I think 
the misapprehension arose through Dr. Harri.e. 

7()(,2. It was neceeaary, at all eveute, to send two gentlemen 
down to Cape Town to clear the matter up, of whom you were 
one P-1 wa& one. 

7963. Can you give ue the precise terms of that telegram 
which you sent which did clear it up or attempt to clear it up; 
can you repeat ue the words P-1 will give them 88 near aa I caa 
from memory only. 

7964- Of course you can only speak from memory P-1 think 
it commenced: 'Satisfactory aeeurancee given by Rhodea. New 
departure, however, ie neceeeary. Mieundentao.ding originated 
with Harris,' or rather, I think, that eame before the former 
sentence, 'New departure ie neceaeary,' 'continue your prepua-
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tions, bot quietly and without any aort of harry; Jameeon advised 
accordingly.' 

7965. I gather that Mr. Rhodes sent for you on Monday, the 
80th, and aoggested that you could be of great help to him ; 
in what aenae oould you help Mr. Rhodes, the Prime Minister of 
Cape Colony then, on the MondayP-1 had a number of friends 
at Cape Town, very inftoential friends, amongst the leaders of 
the Dut.ch party. The Dut.ch newspapers and the other news
papers had to be infioenced. I alao had interviews with Sir 
Hercules Robinson on the aubject. I eventually tried to get 
Mr. Hofmeyr to go to Johannesburg, and be promised me 
virtually to do ao, and then withdrew from that promise. I con
sidered that if the forward Dot.eh party in Cape Colony would 
lmng their preesore to bear upon Kroger's Government we could 
get a broad aettlement of the grievance, and settle the thing at 
once, so that we could settle down hereafter as members of the 
group of the South Alrican family. I thought that was neeea
ary at that time; at all event.s, that ia the way I endeavoured to 
help Mr. Rhodes. 

7()66. With regard to that, do you usent to the words Mr. 
Phillipe ueed when he eaid they assured the Boer representatives 
that 'I ameeon was one with us; • do you assent to those wOl'da 
' one with ua P '-I was not there when that happened, but I ean 
11Ddentand what Mr. Phillips had in his mind ; it was a gen8l'OUI 
impuhe. He did not know what the circumstances were which le4 
Dr. Jameson to croas the border. I gathered from his evidence 
that he thought Dr. Jameson might have got false information, and 
it was a generous impuhe on his part to stand by a man with 
whom we bad been in negotiation. 

7967. When you were in Cape Town seeing Mr. Hofmeyr, 
and otb.en, did you represent that Dr. Jameson was 'one with usP• 
-No. 

7968. Did you repudiate Jameson P-No, I did not repudiate 
him; I did not feel free to say anything about Dr. J'ameaon at 
that stage. I gave them the 8181ll'atlce that we never had any 
design on the independence of the Trannaa1. 
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that seemed to be entertained of having a full-blown revolution 
with only 1000 rifles P-W e never dreamt of it; we were not 
madmen. 

7951. You have no idea how it came to be the case that there 
were so few arma in JohannesburgP-No, to this day I do not 
know how it was that the arma promised did not reach 111. 

7952. You know that a very large amount of money was 
spentP-Yes; the details I do not know. I had nothing to do 
with the money. But I do know that, on my insistence, the town 
of Johannesburg was provisioned for six weeks; that we believed 
that there was a fortnight's provisions in the town, and we calcu
lated we had got the town supplied for two month& That oost a 
great deal of money. 

7953. Because you had to support the whole population P
W e had the whole population to feed. 

7954. What was your conception of the functions that Dr. 
Jameson would play; you were aware that he was to remain where he 
was, according to Mr. Rhodes, even for months, to support you; how 
was he to support youP-' Moral support' were the words used by 
Mr. Rhodes. I do not wish to convey a wrong impreeaion. In 
December we contemplated being in possession of these arms and 
ammunition from the south, and it was contemplated that aome
where towards the end of December, or the beginning of January, 
we would be able to strike our blow. That whole arrangement 
was dislocated first by the non-arrival of these arma, and the 
Boers getting on guard, Kruger made his tortoise-head speech, 
and all that sort of thing. There was disunion ; the Germans in 
the town were kicking up a row, and we had not got these arm.a. 
On the 19th December, I may add, if it ia neoeuary still further 
to negative the suggestion that Dr. Jameson had a right to come 
over the border, as he says he had, we sent a message to him, not 
from Johannesburg direct, but by Cape Town, with a measap to 
be conveyed to him stating in the emphatic terma (we heard he 
was getting impatient) that he was not to forget he was amliary 
to us; that we were in the major position ; and that under no 
circumstances was he to move until we had notified we were 
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Teady; that our arms were not reaching ue; that we were not 
ready, and that we were the only judges of the time to strike. 
That was on the 19th December. 

7955. You have stated what we were told before as to the 
letter that was given to Dr. Jameson, that it was rather intended 
for uae in juetification afterwards P-Y ea. As there has been 
a great deal talked about the letter, I may eay I wrote the letter 
myself; it was written with the running pen, and it was meant to 
be a picture of the condition of things which would ariae if we 
etruck the blow. It was never intended to mislead anybody, 
because the intention was that Dr. Jameson should not uae the 
letter until the thing waa over. 

7956. Then the words as to the women and children being in 
danger, and eo forth, waa a picture of what would have happened P 
- Yea, abeolutely. I had no idea of misleading anybody by 
writing that letter in that form. Of course it was very stupid to 
give the letter at all, as one sees now, but I want to state now em
phatically, that there waa not the alightest intention of putting 
a false thing forward or misleading anybody. The letter baa 
been used subsequently to our discredit, making out that Jameson 
was to come over the border, at our urgent request, to help the 
women and children ; that impression has gone through England 
to our detriment. 

Ma. JoHN ELLIS. 

7957. Did I understand you to say, in answer to the Chairman, 
that when you heard Jameson had gone in, you 'knew he had 
wrecked everything at once.' Was that what you said P-Y ee. 

7958. Did you find out at all, at Johannesburg, where the 
pressure in favour of the British flag came P-No; it appears to 
have arisen from a misconception ; it seems to have been one of the 
things that started and grew and grew. I believe it originated in 
eome loose remark of Dr. Harris. 

7959. You did not attempt to take any steps to get to the root 
of it in Johannesburg P- We tried to ; it was reported to ue that it 
had been stated by Dr. Harris(and of course Dr. Harris was looked 
-0n as the alter ego of Mr. Rhodes at that time, aa he was his private 
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7969. Am I to take it that Mr. Rhodes' idea that you could 
help him on the Monday was based rather upon your supposed 
in!uence with the Boers or the Dutch element at Cape Town?
Very largely. 

7970. As a kind of go-betweenP-1 was trusted by a lot of 
the Dutch, and had many friends among the Dutch people. 

797 i. You have never since returned to Johannesburg P
N o. 

7972. You have given us the reason. Have you property 
still at Johannesburg P-Yes, I have property under att.achment 
there to-day. 

7973. What does that mean P-lt ia interdicted. An injunc
tion has been granted by the court restraining me from aaing or 
parting with that property ; it is tied up so far as I am concerned. 

7974 Why is that P-On the ground that I am charged with 
high treason. 

797S• You have not been tried as the others were P-1 have 
not been tried. I would like to explain what happened. When I 
got back to Cape Town I was broken down. I could aee the 
wreck of everything, and for many days I was very ill ; in fact, I 
waa kept quiet by constant administration of morphia. I intended 
to go back to the Transvaal the moment I should be fit to travel. 
I never dreamt of coming to England at that time, until after .Mr. 
Rhodes left Cape Colony. He oame down on the morning of the 
16th from Kimberley, and I had drafted him a letter that morning 
in which I said, ' You have been absent and I have been very ill; 
I am going back to stand my trial with my friends, but I want' 
eo-and-so. Before that letter could reach Mr. Rhodes he had 
eailed for England that aftemoon. The next day I got a oollee
tion of the news, and I saw the position taken up by the p1'881l, 
and this was the general spirit of it: that the Johannesburg men 
were a lot of cowards, and this was a dirty stock-jobbing t.rana
action ; that the Cape politicians were raging against ua, they 
were all crawling on their stomachs to the Boers ; the Governor 
had been bowed out of the country after the redress of grievanl-e& 
or the consideration of grievances was practioally understood to 
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have been promised; and Jameson was defending himself on that 
letter, and the whole world was against UB. When I saw that 
that was the position of things, I then, for the first time, contem
plated coming to England, but not before the 16th or 17th of 
January. I said: 'Good Heavens, I am the only man free who 
bows these facts, and every engine of calumny and misrepre
eentation is being U8ed against \18; I am going to England as the 
one solitary man free (I can come back and go _to gaol afterwards) 
to try to represent my friends' case.' That is what brought me to 
England. 

7976. I put the question because I want to understand your 
position here. Are you contemplating returning t.o the Tran.avaalP 
-I do not see why I should go back now. 

7977. Then for you personally, do these economical and 
political grievanoea exist P-To me, individually, to-day, do you 
meanP 

7978. Yea.-They are not deeting me to-day. 
7979. And if you do not return to the Transvaal they are not 

likely to P-They are not likely to ; but they are likely to affect. 
the country generally, which is my native country, and which 
I love. 

7g8o. Then do you come before us in any representative 
capacity at this moment P-I am in touch with the whole of the 
reform leaders who were in gaol 

7981. Perhaps you do not understand my question. Have 
you been selected or appointed in any formal or official manner to 
oome before this Committee P-Oh, no ; but I think it is generally 
expected by the lohanneaburg men that I should state their case 
for them. 

7982. Yes; but you have no representative capacity P-1 
have no power of attorney from them. 

7983. You have no representative characterP-No. 
Mr. John Ellia.] I do not ask this witness as t.o political 

or economical grievances, becauae I do not hold it to be within 
the purview of this Committee; they are under the •gi,J of 
Her Majesty'• Government, the Colonial Secretary particu-
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larly, who, u I understand, ii de1li•g with die ...._. wida 
the Trannaal GoV81'DD181lt. 

:M::a. SYDxBY Buxrox. 

7984- Do I rightly anientand you to •Y that it -wu ia 
October, 1896, that you came to the oonol.uion that you woul 
reeort to physical fon,e for t.be reclreu of t.he 81'ifflm089P-Whm 
it was finally OODoladecl-1 mean to •Y, when I made up 1Df mW 
eefinitely, ancl went into any definite aoheme for the parpme. 

7985. That is what I mean P-1 think in August, 1896, I W 
eeen Mr. Rhoclee quit.e euually in Cape Town, and. we had had• 
talk about t.he general oondition of thinga there, ba.t uthiag 
definite had been agreed upon t.ben. In Augut, 1896, t1Mt 
Franohiae Peti1ion, which had been aigaecl b.y 38,600 J:DeD. ,na 

rejected, and it WU cmly upon the ea! .rejeotiQD. of t.bM pePPte 
that I was satisfied that all hope had fied. 

7986. It w:aa Sllbstantially in the nmmsr, or -early aut;nnm ,Jf 
1896, when you came to that oonoluaion P-Y ee ; it ia not autQmn 
out there. 

7987. You :mentioned the fw-ancbj19 u being a grianme. 
May I ask if you younelf would be prepared, ueuming die 
franchise had been a po88l°bility for you, to han relinquiabed 
your poeition M a British oituen and to beeome • eiti.un of the 
Transvaal P-Certainly, if I intended to liw it t.he camtry. I 
may at.ate frankly here, to clear up what hu ~ a miaoou.ception, 
that the National Union, t.he men whe aiped. the ,-tia. 
t.endered an oath of allegiance. Suppoeing tbe franobi• W 
been put upon a reaaonable buia, put back to the oo,adit.ion in 
which it was when we went there, and the men had ref8ll84 tit 
take that oath, they would have had no grievaaoe, they could 
not expect to get the rights of citizens unleea they took ltae 
obligations. We were perfectly honest ouraelne to the Gonrn
ment about that. 

7988. They undent.ood, RH yoa underaflooi, ~ by eceept
ing the franohiae in the Trauvaal, you woald loee J'01II' poaition 
aa Britilh citizens P-Yee. 
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IIL BLA][B. 

7989- I ehould 'like to ask yoa tio tell me, aa nearly aa you 
an, what were t1>.e statement. made by Mr. Rhodes to you at thi1 
interview, which made you •Y that a new departure would be 
neoeamy-P-Tb.e 11atemeuta on that point came more from us. 
We point.eel out to him that the very first eeaential of succeae was 
the nacleua of 8l'ID9 and ammunition which had been agreed to be 
applied to 111 ; we point.eel GUt to him that we had the great.eat 
~ in Ot'ganimng things, that there were apiea and police 
~ in our cluba and. everywhere, and that we did not know 
where these arm1 were; we aid that we could not poaeibly go 
Oil in thia condition, and then this arrangement 'W'88 made. 

7990. Then the statement that a new departure would 1>e 
neoeaeary had regerd solely to the arrangements by which the 
munitiom of war might be more effectually provided and plaee4 
ander your control P-Partly that, because it ii conveyed in the 
Rcceetling part, ' Oontinue your preparation,.• 

7991. You aay now that it bad regard partly to that. To 
nat else had. it regat-4 P-1 must aay &ankly, without aying 
that 1ilia was a oompaet with Mr. Rhodes, that I pel"IODally baa 
at that time come to think, and waa aatiefied, that we 1hould do 
much better thereafter in getting 20,000 rifte1; and doing t'he 
buaineu ourselves, rather than having anything to do with a 
force coming over the border; that politically it would be- an 
abeolute mistake, and it baa been proved ao. I have a strong 
conviction on the point, and I certainly intended, as the thing 
ltad broken off then eo far, for my part tio try to obviate Dr
Jameaon coming over the border, rather atopping, aa Mr. Rhod• 
had put it, at moral 1opport on the border. 

7992. Your plan, then, in your own mind, and what you 
intenctea to propc,ee to your friends, if you had been fortunate 
eno11gh to retmn to Johannesburg inst.ead of being obliged to 
remain at Oape Town, was, that you ahould dispenae with any
thing more than moral npport on the part of Dr. Jameeon•, 
forced-That waa in my own mind, but it wu not comm:anicatecl' 
., the Johanneabug people. 
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7993. Now, an impreaaion had been oonveyed to you and 
to your friends which neoeaaitated your going down, and you 
stated that impression to Mr. Rhodes, no doubt, in order to come 
to an understanding about it P-Clearly. 

7994. The impreesion I mean as to the British flag P-Y ea. 
7995. He removed that misoonoeptionP-Yee. 
7996. I want to know what he aaid on that BUbject P-He 

was very abort. He aaid : ' I have never changed in the basis of 
the oompact I made with you.' I cannot remember the exact 
words, but that is the sense of it, which led to our telegraphing 
that eatiafactory assurances had been given. 

7997. You referred to the original baaia of the oompaot u 
being unchanged P-Y ea. 

7998. Can you state what the original basis of the oompact 
was P-The baaia of the compact waa that Mr. Rhodes should 
asaist us. Originally I think as many as 1200 men were to be on 
the border. That watered down until 6.nally, just before Dr. 
lameson came over the border, I think it was 760. We were to 
rise in revolt, seize the Pretoria arsenal and the ammunition from 
there, retire on Johannesburg and hold the place, and Hr. Rhodes 
told me that the High Commissioner would come up from Cape 
Town to mediate. 

MR. ATI'ORNBY-GBNBBAL. 

7'J99• At Pretoria P-Y es, at Pretoria. 

ML BLAKE. 

Sooo. With himself P-Yes; I think he eaid he would come 
up too. 

8oo1. That has been given in evidence P-Yes. 
8oo2. The two would come up to mediate P-Y es. 
8oo3. But that basis leaves untouched, as the subject of 

explicit statement, what the nature of your :r&Tolt was going to 
be; whether the revolt was to be one for anneution, and ao 
forth P-No; I thought I had tried to make that clear. The 
document that I have put in apeaka about the maintenance of the 
&public. That document was approved by Mr. Rhodee, and I 
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oan speak t.o his very words, in hie own library, when he put his 
hands upon the words about free trade he said : ' That is all I want.' 

8oo4- So far as I could gather from Mr. Rhodes' statement 
of what occurred on this occasion, when the misconceptions were 
being removed ; you will not take it from me as accurate ; 
perhaps you remember his evidence better than I do P-No; I 
have not seen it for some time. 

8oo5. Neither have I. He stated that there must be a 
plebiscite of the whole population, which, of course, included the 
Uitlanders, who were in the majority P-Y es. 

8oo6. And that it would be for that plebiscite t.o decide what 
form of development should take place, and he suggested two 
political ideas ; one that they might decide t.o negotiate with the 
other states, political organizations, in South Africa for the 
purpoee of a South African incorporation P-Yes. 

Mr. Attorney-General.] A South African Federation. 

}fa. BLAKE. 

8oo7. Pardon me; and the other idea was that they might 
decide for a federation for certain purposes ; for example, cust.oms 
and railways P-Yes. 

8oo8. I think those were the main ingredients, cuetoms and 
railways, in which case the federal entity would be, of course, as 
he put it, under the British flag, while the different states in their 
provincial or other capacity would retain their aut.onomy P-We 
did disc1188 that. I remember talking with Mr. Rhodes, and it 
wu diaouased aa a possible outcome of things. 

8oo9. Those were the two main ingredients P-Yes; but on 
going int.o the thing, that document contains the statement that 
we wanted free trade between the Colonies and the States of 
South Africa, in all the products thereof, and that was the one 
fundamental thing he wanted, and it is the one fundamental thing 
that was the basis of federation. 

8010. I want t.o get your recollection of the conversation of 
which we have already had his, and I do not think I have miare
preeented him in the stat.ement that I have made, that there were 
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two plana that project.ad themaelvee before his mind M the __. 
of the plebiacite ; one incorporation, and the ether fed.en! aien ; 
the federal union being for the limited. purpoeee that I It.ave 
referred t.o. I want t.o know whether that ia your J'eOOlleotioll of 
the conversation 1'-My recollection of die matter W"II di.at there 
should be a plebiacite met of all, altering the eon.etiatioa 
entirely, and putting it on a broad democratic buia, wieh the 
hope that the outcome of the thing would be a virtual feunrtian 
in the &ell8e of the custoIDB union, and railway policy with pooling 
arrangements, and poaaibly a common oourt of appeal, and other 
things. 

8o11. Then as t.o the buia of the expreeaion of the popalar 
will that was t.o decide the destinies of the community, that wu 
to be practie&ly a plebiscite of the adult male population P-T ea. 

8o 12. Including the Uitlandera P-Y es. 
8o13. Which means that the destiny was t.o be in their handa 

if they choee t.o stick t.ogether P-1 do not think neceaaarily. I 
for one would not have been opposed t.o the Boer retaining more 
than his jUBt share of the thing. 

8o14- I do not say what they would have done; I meant that 
the power would have been in their hands P-Not neceearily 
then ; it depends upon how they were going t.o appoint the 
delegates.. I take it that the plebiscite were t.o appoint delegat.ee 
to frame a new constitution. 

Soi 5. But the voting power t.o nominate delegates t.o frame 
the new constitution was enormoUBly in the UitlandenP-It wu 
two t.o one in the male population ; but it does not follow that it 
would be two to one in representation. There was no desire to treat 
tho Boor unfnirly in that matter. 

ML LAaouCBH& 

8o 16. You said that you were down at Oape Town after thn 
ink\J',;ew with Mr. RhodeeP-Yee. 

8o17. And after the raid1'-Yes. 
8o18. A warrant wu issued against you, W"II it not P-Not 

that I knew at the time; 111beequently. 
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Sorg. Y°" knew 111beequntly ~ a warrant wu isaued 
~ yoa P-Not at the tuae that I wae at Cape Town. 

8olO. Al warrant wae i88ued against youP-No, I do aot 
duJlk 80. 

8oai. Db you deny it P-M:y knowledge ia cleriTed from the 
~,. Blue Book. lly recollection of the thing ia that three days 
aftu I bad ailed from Cape Town an applioation wu made by 
the State Attorney of the Transvaal for • warrant, which, of 
OOUl8, eTea if I had been there, was • ridiculoua thing, beea1188 I 
wu not liable to arrest in Cape Town. 

8o22. Then you deny, so far as your knowledge goes, that a 
warrant was 111bmitted to the State authorities to be U8ed against 
you by the Transvaal before you went P-Abeolutely ; I never 
h-,d of it before. 

8o23. You never heard of it before P-No, I never heard of 
aay warraat at all being applied for. I heard of an extradition 
being applied for, three days after I left Cape Town; that I 
ptbered from the Blue Book. 

8o24, There were two other gentlemen with you; what were 
their names, do you remember them P-Do you mean Mr. Bettel
heim and Mr. I oel P They were not with me; they had joined 
the :Reform party after I had left Johannesburg. I was the 
leeder of the National Union ; I never was the chairman of the 
Reform Committee, because I was not there. 

Sens. They were brought back under arrestP-No, theywere 
no• liiroaght back under arrest; they were arrested, and I believe 
they agreed to go. 

8oz6. Wu there any communication between you and Mr. 
Eeeelin on the subject P-Y es. 

8o27. Would you state the nature of it P Mr. E8118lin was, I 
think, ex-Attorney-General of the Transvaal P-1 have stated that 
up to the 16th or 17th January it was my firm intention to·return 
to the 'Eranavaal. 

8o28. I am uking about Mr. Eeselin P-But I wanted to say 
that in abeolute sincerity, in pursuance of that intention, I had 
t.elegraphed. The faot was, as I have told you, I was lying down 
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ill there and a telegram came to me : ' Where is Leonard ; will he 
come upP' and, in a fit of pique, I said to my wife,' Telegraph t.o 
Mr. Esselin to make it public I am coming up,' and I telegraphed 
to my own partner in the same sense. That was the only meaning 
of it; I really wanted more t.o let my friends know I was coming 
up, and I believe I added afterwards, 88 an afterthought, 'and t.o 
the authorities of the Republic,' or something of that aort. I 
cannot remember the date, but it was long before I made up my 
mind to go. You have evidently got the telegram with you; I 
have not.. 

8029. I have it somewhere here, but there was this telegram P 
-Yee. 

8030. To Mr. Esselin P-Yes. 
8031. From Mrs. Leonard or from you, t.o say that you were 

comingP-Yes, I adopt the responsibility. 
8032. Subsequently you wrote letters to Hr. Eaeel.in, did you 

not P-1 subsequently wrote to him. When thisetartlingoom.bina
tion of things made me decide that my duty to my own friends 
was to come to England, I wrote to him and said : ' I regret that 
circumstances have changed' (I have not a copy of the letter), 
'and that I cannot come to the Transvaal at the preeent moment.' 

8o33. W ae it borne in upon you that Mr. Eeeelin had aome
what complained of your having compromised him with the 
Government P-Yes, afterwards; it was not present to my mind 
then. Perhaps you will allow me to explain what waa in my 
mind. I looked upon myself as an absolutely free agent at the 
Cape. I maintain to-day, sitting here ae a lawyer, that I am 88 free 
in the Cape as I am in England ; that it was a purely voluntary 
act, an act that could not be oompelled in any way by the Kruger 
Government, that I should go to the Transvaal ; that I merely 
announced my intention of going back as a voluntary act, and that 
I was perfectly free to alter that intention ; in other words, that 
the Transvaal Government was not prejudiced in any way by it. 
That was the aspect in my mind at the time. When I decided to 
come to England that was the impression on my mind. In 
England, in March, shortly after I arrived here, Hr. Hamilton 
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aaw me, and he told me that I had prejudiced Mr. Esselin ; I 
aaid, ' Well, it is a mere matter of sentiment.' As a matter of 
fact, I regret very much that I should ever have used Mr. Esselin 
88 a medium of making a statement voluntarily like this ; and I 
wrote to him accordingly a fresh statement, and asked him to 
make it known. I said: ' You can UBe my letter as you like.' I 
wanted to clear up the point in my own mind that by communi
cating to Mr. Esselin, this was bome in upon me in March, I might 
have suggested some implication with my own affairs in Johannes
burg, and that was the reaaon why I regretted sending him the 
telegram.. 

8o34. Are you aware, 88 a matter of fact, Mr. Esselin did 
communicate with the Transvaal Govemment P-No. 

8o35. You are not aware of thatP-No. 
8o36. You never were aware P-No. 
8o37. And you never were aware that a warrant was issued 

against you P-Against me P 
8o38. Yes.-There is a warrant issued in the Gasette, and I 

have got a copy of it in my pocket. It is just as well to put it in, 
I think. 

8039. No, not-Yes, I would like to put it in, if I may; it 
will show what it was. This was sent to me by one of my friends 
in Johannesburg; it is the State Gazette, Staaucourant, which 
says: 'There is reasonable ground to believe that Charles Leonard 
has committed the offence of sedition, or high treason ' That is 
their warrant running in their gazette. 

8040. There is this distinction, is there not, between the 
Extradition Treaty between Great Britain and the Continental 
States and the Extradition Treaty between the Cape Colony and 
the Transvaal. that persons guilty of political disturbances may be 
extradited P-No. 

8041. Not P-No; there is no extradition at the Cape Colony 
for a political offence; absolutely none. That is the whole point 
of the thing. 

8042. Then I understand from you that you have no know
ledge that the Cape Govemment did actually act upon this 
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warrant, and sought to give effect to it P-1 have this lmowledge. 
that the Cape Attorney-General prostituted his office, and tele
graphed to Spain and Portugal, and aaked them to aneet me u 
the instance of • thlrd nation, when the original reqllelt to him 
was utterly invalid. 

8o43. That was the Cape Attorney-OeneralP-Yee. 
8o4,4- Then I understand that the Cape Attoroey-Oeoeral and 

you do not entertain quite the aame views aa to the aoope of the 
Extradition Treaty P-I am abeolut.ely convinoed in my own miait 
of the real acope of the Extradition Treaty ; it waa the ou word 
' violent,' and I had been guilty of no violent action. 

Ma. SECRETARY CHAllBBBLAllf. 

8045. Who was the Cape Attorney-General to whom yo11 
refer P-Sir Thomas Upington. 

}fa. L.(BOUCHBRB. 

8046. You started from the Cape with this intention t.o go 
backP-You mean to go back to Johannesburg? Yes. 

8047. And I think you have already told us that you got out 
at eome station P-Y ea. 

8048. And you somehow came to EnglandP-No, I came to 
England by steamship. 

8049. From what port P-In the Guelph. 
8050. From what port P-From Cape Town. 
8o5 1. Then you came to England becauae you had come to 

the oonclueion that it would be more desirable, in the int.ereete of 
the Transvaal, that you should not surrender younelf to jutice P
I did not consider the intereete of the Transvaal at all ; I OOD• 

aiderecl the interests of my comrades who were in gaol 
8052. I will say, more to the intereeta of your comrades 

who were in gaol, that you should not join them and be put 
on your trial, but that you should come back to England - free 
manP-Yee. 

8053. In order that you might repreeent their cue in 
England P-Y es. 
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8o54. That I gatherP-Yes. 
Sos 5. When you came to England did. you represent their 

caeeP-Yes. 
8o56. Where P-Privately and publicly. I wrote an article 

in the New Retneio in March over my name. I wrote an article in 
an American newspaper, which was very widely commented on, 
and I venture to think had some alight influence in moulding 
public opinion. I, in season and out of season, did this. I may 
add that I got nothing, no communication at all, except letter after 
letter from these men in Johannesburg. 'For goodness' sake atop 
free and help ua to fight our ease.' I looked upon it as a mandate 
that I was their only representative, and fought for them here. 

8o57. You came here before the mandate was iaauedP-Yee, 
I came here before the mandate was issued, and they have 
ratified it. 

8o58. Do you remember an article in the Cape Time, at that 
time P-Y es; at least when I say 'yea' -

8059. Strongly against you P-On what P 
Sooo. On your not going back to lohannesburgP-1 have 

suffered a great deal of abuse because I have held my tongue over 
this thing, but the Cape Times absolutely went ancl published a 
vile alander that I had left Cape Colony in pursuance of a baae 
compact with Kruger, that I should come to England. and de
nounce Rhodes, the benefit of doing so coming to me. A baaer lie 
never was published. 

8o61. I think you are a solicitor, are you notl'-Yes. 
8o62. I think you state in this document that you have been 

good enough to put in, that you were making £10,000 per annum 
as a solicitor J'-Y ea, approximately that ; sometimes more, some
times leas. 

8o63. No doubt you are a very able, but still you are a 
youngish man J'-1 am going on to 43. 

8o64. How long have you been in buaine88 as a aolicitor in 
the Transvaal P-1 have been in the Transvaal nine years, and was 
practising in the Cape Colony seven or eight years before that. 

8o65. But still, I am in the presence of legal gentlemen, 
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taking the average of BOlioiton here, a eolicitor who mabe 
.£10,000 a year doee • very fair and good bullineea for bimeelf P 
-Yee, it involves a good deal of work. 

8066. So that you yo'QJ'lleU were condort.ably off P-Y ea, of 
001U'88 I was. 

8067. What taxes now did you pay penonally P-1 penon
aU, do not know what tuee I paid, to be perfectly frank ; it wu 
QOt • question of taxes with Qae ; it did not matter to me .£500 • 
year more or less ; it was not a question of what I paid. I could 
not tell you really what I paid. 

8068. I am not att.acking you, but I am taking you u a teat 
example of " gentleman who wu making what would be oon
aidered here, if not there, a very large UlCOQle. Did you pay 
income tax ?-There is no income tu. 

8o6g. Did you pay house tax ?-Yea, there is a hoWl8 tu. 
8o70. What ia the houee tax ?-I do not know ; 2d. or &! I 

think on the rateable value. 
8071. Is there any succession duty ?-Yea. 
8o72. What ia the succession duty ?-1 think it is one per 

oant. for direct deecendants, and increuee up to ten per cent., 
801D8thing like that. I am not quite IIUre of the det.aila. 

8o73. And you really as a matter of fact only paid, I presume, 
beyond this houee tax, the indirect taxes ?-The indirect taxes. 

8o7 4. Customs duties, and such things ?-Yea. 
8o75. So that you were not prejudiced ?-I was taxed in the 

same proportion as the rest of the community. I was part of the 
class. I wish to make it quite clear that penonally I did not 
mind or grudge any contnoution to the Government being made 
out of my own pocket ; but I belonged to, and repreaented, the 
class paying nine-tenths, at least, of the total revenue of the 
oountry, and we felt that the total taxation taken from ua was 
absolutely unjustifiable, because it was far beyond the real legiti
mat.e requirements of government. 

8076. But I am taking you as a cue of a gentleman making 
a large income there, and I ask you, what did you pay ?-1 cannot 
tell you what I pai4 I want to defeat thia miaerable suggestion 
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or doubt that might be in your mind, not to defeat it, but to clear 
it up, that I went into this thing. 

8o77. No, I am not uking you on that. I think the 
ColPJDittee understand that I am asking you 88 a t.est case of 
what a gentleman making • large income pays. As I understand, 
you pay no income tax ; there is a small house tax, and the only 
other tax - ?-There were crowds of other taxes. I paid 
about £80 a year for the privilege of practising my profession; 
that ia one of them. I do not remember the details of the taxation. 

8o78. BecaUll8 they were 80 small ?-No, not 80 small. 
Penonally, I dare say, I oontribut.ed individually £150 a year, 
orsomethingofthatkin~ 

8o79- lo taxesP-Yee. 
8o8o. On £10,000 a year P-No, it would have been the same 

if I had been making £600 a year. 
8081. Still, aa a matter of faot, you did make £10,000 a year, 

and on this £10,000 a year you contributed, I think you said, 
£160 P-1 cannot tell you exactly what it was; but I say ap
prcwmately something like that. 

8o82. Then I can only say we should think you here a very 
fortunate man.-That ia not the question, though. 

8083. Now your other aolioitors there were ooncerned in this 
movement P-Y ee. 

8084. And they remained P-Y ea. 
8085. And continued their business P-1 preaume so. 
8086. li you had gone back there and been tried and paid the 

fine, you would have been able to oontinue your busine88 just 88 

they did P-Y ea 
8087. I suppoee you regret that you are not able to do that P 

-No, I have a deep-eeat.ed sense of wrong. I say that the 
oligarchy in Pretoria with our Hollander friend.a drove me into 
revolt. Fat.e put me outside of their hands, and as I am here and 
have been asked to et.op here and fight the thing out, I do not see 
why I should voluntarily go back there ; and I say further that 
I do not consider, 88 an Englishman, or a man with English 
aentiments, I could live in that country to-day. 
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8o88. Then you think that all your friends who were fined 
and who did remain there are not men of English sentiment P
No ; a great many of them have left, but a great many may be eo 
tied by circumstances that they cannot. There are many of 
those men who are absolutely dependent upon their profeaional 
earnings for a living. 

8089. But those who are not absolutely dependent upon their 
professional earnings have not the feelings of Englishmen P
Oh, no ; there is Mr. Bell and Mr. Mullins ; it comes to my 
memory that they broke up their busine88 and left the countzy 
absolutely. 

8090. Some have remained P-Y es ; some have remained. 
8og1. And they are the men who, if they have any other 

means, have not the feelings of Englishmen in remaining P-1 
will not say that. 

8092. You have said so P-1 would not say that; I said that 
I myself felt that sense of indignity. 

8og3. Then who authorisea you to represent them here P-1 
have never said that anybody authorised me to represent them 
here. I feel that I have a right to state the case, because I was 
concerned in this movement ; but as a matter of fact, all my 
old friends who were on the Reform Committee, and who are 
in London now, have been in constant communication with 
me, and I have been told by letter from Johannesburg that 
they look to me to put the case. But I speak apart from any 
mandate. 

8094- You put it to the Committee that these gentlemen look 
to you to put the case P-Y ee.. 

8()95. I think you are an Afrikander P-1 am. I am the 
serond generation of my people born in South Africa. 

&xfi. And you would be perfectly prepared to take this 08th 
of &llt>gianee P-1 considered that I had absolutely no right &o 
qu:l?'n'l with the constitution. 

~':)i. I do not think you had ; but you were perfectly ready 
in onlt>r to acquire the Boer nationality to renounce your British 
n:atioruility P-lf I had made up my mind to live in the country 
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and wanted the right.a of a citizen, then I was bound t.o take the 
obligations. 

8098. I agree with you entirely. Then you consider that no 
man ought t.o have a vote who is not prepared t.o take that oath of 
allegiance ?-Certainly. I think the oath is very offensive in it.a 
terms ; but that is not the question. 

8099. Never mind that; do you put it that the vast majority 
of Uitlanders of English race are prepared t.o take that oath and 
renounce their allegiance in order t.o get the franchise P-No, I 
would not like t.o make that statement absolutely. I think there 
are a very large number of men who would not, but I think there 
are a very large number of men who would. You see it is simply 
taking an oath t,o yourselves ; that is what it would be ; the Stat.e 
would be constituted mostly of themselves. But in the present 
terms of the oath, with it.a offensive renunciation of English 
allegiance, I think there would have been a good deal of difficulty 
about it. 

8100. You are aware (whether they renounce or not), from 
the fact of taking the oath of allegiance t.o the Transvaal, they do 
renounce ?-Clearly. 

8101. This is the oath, is it not: 'I, until now 
' (I euppose an Englishman),' born , 

desiring t.o become a burgher of the South African Republic, and 
having complied with all the conditions of the law concerning 
naturalisation, hereby renounce, abjure, and give up all obedience, 
loyalty, and allegiance t,o all foreign princes, rulers, states, and 
eovereignties; and in particular, the prince, ruler, state, or 
eovereignty of which I have been until now a eubject and 
citizen, and swear as subject the oath of loyalty and obedience 
t.o the Government and it.a laws, and the people of the South 
African Republic P'-1 believe that is the oath; speaking from 
memory, I should say it is accurate. 

8102. I have taken it from the Constitutional Law P-lt is a 

translation, but speaking from memory I should say it is accurate. 
8103. You stated a little while ago in your evidence that the 

great mass of Uitlandere were desiroll8 t,o get the franchise, and 
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that ia what influenoee them P-1 oan only go by thia : that when 
38,oO0 men eolemnly asked for a thing I take it that they want 
it ; but in my own mind I believe it would be f'ound that when 
men oame faoe t.o faoe with the term.e of that oath they would haft 

jibbed at it, ii I may uae the phrue. 
8104 When did you say theee 80,000 people -.id that P-In 

1896 the petition wu aigned. 
8105. That petition wu referred t.o a committee by the 

V olkaraad, waa it not P-Y ee. 
81 o6. And they found a great many eignaturee that were not 

likely t.o be in the Trannaal P-That ia abeolutely a false state
ment ; the great.eat care waa t.aken. I do not think that it ..,.. 
found by the committee ; I do not think the committee found that 
ae a fact. I think that wu a looee stat.ement made by one of oar 
enemies in the Volkaraad. 

8107. It was ltated P-Yee, and they went farther and llid 
there were a lot of forgeries. 

8108. I think Kr. Gladstone was one name aigned to it, 
William Ewart Gladat.one P-There ie a Kr. Gladatone in 8oadi 
Africa. 

8109, William Ewart Gladst.one P-1 think his name ia 
William Ewart ; I think there ia a William Bwart Gladstone. 
But I do not care whether by mieohanoe or anything else a few 
thousand out of the 38,000 had even got on t.o that petition In 
that way. What we did u the National Union Execnti'Ve wu, 
t.o take the greatest poaaible care that every night the canVllllel'I 
were called upon t.o make a declaration aa t.o the genuinen811 of 
the eignatune brought in. 

8110. You aent out oanff888?1 P-Yee. 
811 1. Where did they go ; t.o the public-hoU881 P-1 cumot 

tell you exactly ; they viaited the population. 
8112. Were they paid oanvueere P-1 think the 08.llVUlel"I 

nceived eome small remuneration. 
8113. Were they not paid by the number of 1Wllel that they 

got P-1 do not think IO. 

8 I 14- You are not certain of it P-1 am not certain. Kr. 
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Oarr, the eeoret.ary, had the details of it; but I can state abeo
lutely that there ~ no desire to do anything more than get an 
honeet expreaaion of the people's opinion. 

811 s. But the mode adopted to get an honest expression of 
the people's opinion was to send out a quantity of canvassers, and 
pay them by the returns P-Y ou do not expect men to run abottt 
among the population for nothing. 

8116. There is another thing I am going to put to you, 
because I want to put it in, as a good deal has been said about 
it. You aaid just now that the Second Volksraad had no 80l't 
of power, and was a sham P-In all really vit.al matters of 
government, yes. 

8117. Then, I will read you this: this is from the' Law to 
Establish a National Aaaembly of Two Chambers, 1890.' Thu 
gives what the Second Volksraad may do. Article 27. 'The 
Second Volksraad shall have the power to further regulate the 
following subjects if necessary, by way of law or resolution :-(1) 
The Mining Department. (2) The making and maintaining of 
waggon and post roads. (3) The Postal Department. (4) The 
Telegraph and Telephone Department. (5) The protection of 
discoveries (inventions) patterns and trade marks. (6) Protection 
of the right.a of authors (copyright). (7) The exploitation and 
oare of forest.a and .attpans. (8) The eradication of infectiou, and 
contagious diseases. (9) The conditions, rights, and duties of 
oompanies. (10) Insolvencies. (11) Civil Procedure. (12) 
Oriminal Procedure.' All that is within the functions of • the 
Second Volksraad P-They may disousa it like a debating society, 
yes. The Oxford Debating Society baa just as muoh power. 

8118. That is the lawP-No; let me tell you what the eifdet 
of the law is. None of their deliberations have any force unleae 
eonfumed by the First Volksraad to begin with ; and the Preli
dent may even, by simply hanging up, refuse to promulgate their 
action and nullify the whole thing. 

8119. Do I gather from you that the Second Ohambet has no 
power if its laws have to be confirmed by the First Chamber P
Oh, no; what I wish to say is, that there ia no analogy between 

40'1 

Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

the Second Chamber in this country and the Second Chamber 
there. Here you have a House of Lords juat 88 in the Cape 
Colony ; there is a Legislative Council which passes Acts of 
Parliament by what ia called the leave of the House ; here the 
House of Commons ; there the House of Aeeembly in Cape 
Colony. 

8120. Then why do you say when they have these powers P
But your Second Chamber here, or what they call in the Transvaal 
a Second Chamber, deals with everything, including tuation and 
every vital function of government. That Second Chamber, the 
Second Volk.araad, can never touch the act.a of the First Chamber, 
the First Volbraad, in which the true power resides. 

8121. But I am puttiBg to you these specific powers I have 
given you P-Those specific things they have cognisance of, but 
we say they do not touch the power of tuation and they do not 
touch many of the big questions and most vital questions of 
government. 

8122. But they have cognisance of these mattersP-Yes, but 
even with that they can be nullified by the First Volbraad, 
whereu they have no corresponding cognisance of what the First 
V ollmaad does. 

8123. It ia precisely the Bame as in certain other countries 
where there are two chambers P-Oertainly not in second chamben 
as I know them. 

8124. This ia an elected Second Chamber, ia it notP-Yes, a 
chamber elected by the Bame electorate as elect.a the First 
Chamber. 

8125. Then, so far 88 I gather your viewa, it ia better than 
a chamber that ia not elected P-My grief ia that the elective 
principle ia not carried out in the country. 

8126. I agree with you entirely P--

::Ma. GEORGE w YNDHAM. 

8127. In connection with two matters that have jut been 
railled, when was the Second Volkaraad constituted with it.a 
preeent powers P-ln 1890. 
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8128. Therefore, it had been in existence four years in 
October, 1894 P-Y es. 

8129. Mr. Labouchere has put to you the law of the South 
African Republic. I should like to put to you a dispatch of the 
Marqu888 of Ripon, with which you are doubtless familiar. It is 
print.eel. in the Blue Book P-1 think I have seen it, in which he 
speaks of the five years franchise. 

8 I 30. That is the very point. I will read you the passage : 
' The period of residence, which constitutes the most important 
oondition of naturalisation, diff era in different countries, but there 
is a very general consensus of opinion among civilised states that 
five years is a sufficiently long period of probation, and Her 
Majesty's Government would wish you to press on the Govern
ment of the Republic the view that the period in this case should 
not exceed that limit as regards the right to vote in the First 
Volkeraad, which is the dominant body, and in Presidential 
elections.' 

8 I 3 I. Do you agree that the First Volksraad is the dominant 
body P-Absolutely. 

8132. And this dispatch was written four yeare after the 
Second Volksraad was constituted P-Y es. 

8133. And then as to the oath of allegiance, do you agree 
with this view which was put forward by Lord Ripon : 'As 
regards the form of the oath of allegiance, which appears to be 
founded on that in force in the United States of America, I 
would observe that whilst Her Majesty's Government consider 
that on grounds of comity and good neighbourhood, they may 
invite the Republic to reconsider its terms, they are not 
influenced, as some British eubjects on the spot have apparently 
been influenced, by any supposition that a modification of its 
terms would avert the consequences of expatriation which clearly 
follow from taking it.' Do you hold that on grounds of comity 
and good neighbourhood it would be a good thing to modify the 
terms of th.e oath of allegiance P-1 think the oath of allegiance 
is the same whatever its terms, but I think those terms are ao 
needleuly offensive as to frighten or tend to frighten men away. 
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8134. la it the cue, as Lord Ripon write., that 'the fOl'lll of 
oath which is desired by the British 111bjeot.e is usually 8J>Obn of 
aa that in force in the Orange Free St.ate;' is it the case that the 
form of the oath of allegiance of the Orange Free State would he 
preferred P-Y ea, and I think the form of the oath in the Trau
vaal, up to 1882 at all event.a, or 1886, waa not half ae oftenaive; 
it was simply a st.atement that you swore allegianoe to the people 
and the independence of the St.ate. They deliberately all°"ed 
the terms of the oath to impart to it that offensive language. 

813s. Now, you have given us an aooount of varioaa inter
views between younelf and Mr. Rhodes ; do you happen to have 
any written documents from Hr. Rhodes, or any letter from him, 
touching upon any of theee point.a P-No public communication. 

8136. I do not wish you to go into any private letter P-The 
only letter that I have from Mr. Rhodes is a private letter. 

8137. Would yau. rather not at.ate what it isP-It is simply a 
letter in which he says : ' I asked you with Hamilton to stay 8lld 
help me. You could do no good in • train ; you oould do great 
good here. I know you fought for going, but it was nomeue, 
and too late. Afterwards blame me, but I wu thorou«hly right.' 
That is the only letter I have from him. • 

81 38. That letter, I take it, was written aft.er the Monday P
y ea, this letter, I think, wu written on the W edneeday night 
when I was rather bitter about it, everything having gone wrong, 
and I wished to goodnesa I was in Johannesburg. 

8139. So that in addition to verbal request.a, you had written 
request.a from Mr. Rhodes that you would not return to Johanne. 
blU'gP-Yee. 

Ma. BLAKL 

8140. I understand that the letter wu after the eTimtP
y ee, it waa after the event. It is merely evidence of what bad 
passed between us. 

Ma. GBOBOB WYNDHill. 

8141. Quite'°• I tab it it is corroborative evidmce. Now 
you said that at this Jut interview, I mean the one at which the 
plans were diacWlled, that is Saturday, the 28~, Mr. Rhoclel airl 

410 

Digitized by Google 



MB. OHA.RLBS LEONARD'S BVIDENOB. 

that Dr. Jameson could remain upon the border for six months, 
eight months, or nine months P-Y es, or longer. 

8142. Did he ever make any similar st.atement any earlier to 
you P-Dr. Jameeon, in the first inst.ance, waa to be put on the 
border, and we were to be armed from the eouth and mature our 
plans, and then by consent when we were ready we were to notify 
it to Dr. Jame80n and strike a blow simultaneously. That, aa 
frankly u I can put it, was the arrangement. 

8143. I should like rather to know how many of theee 
interview, there were; I do not mean the exact number, but 
you have told us of one in October, 1896 P-Y es. 

8144, At which I think you said Mr. Lionel Phillipe and 
Kr. Hammond were present P-Y es. 

8145. And Colonel RhodeaP-Yee. 
8146. Why waa Mr. Hammond thereP-Mr. Hammond had 

apparently been taken into oonndence. Mr. Hammond was eon• 
nected with Colonel Rhodes' Goldfields Office in Johannesburg, 
and Mr. Hammond had apparently diecuseed the position with 
him. I do not know how he came there; I only know I met 
him there. 

8147. Mr. Hammond ie not an Englieh eubject, ie heP-No, 
he is an American. 

8148. Therefore do you think that he represented the 
inhabitants of Johannesburg who were not English subjects P
Abeolutely ; we were all at one on that point. Mr. Hammond 
only wanted fair play and fair government. He represented the 
.-timente of men 1.bat only wanted fair play and fair 
8(>Ternment. 

8149. You have ginn 11.1 an account of a very imJ>C)l'tllU 
baneaction ; that Mr. Rhodes, I think you eaid, putting hia 
finger upon the manifeato, and, I think you said, on the puaap 
m. the manifesto dealing with the customs and free trade, 1111id: 
' That ia all I want' P-Y ee. 

8150. Did he do that before these four gentlemen, or waa it 
a& another interview P-That took place in his library at GIOOte 
Scharr. He wu standing with hia back to the library in tlae 
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presence of Mr. Phillips, Colonel Rhodes, Mr. Hammond. and 
myaelf. This document was discussed there, and Mr. Rhodes 
stood up and put his finger on that paaage and said : • That is 
all I want, free trade.' Remember the Transvaal was taxing the 
whole of the products. 

8151. Mr. Hammond was thereP-Mr. Hammond was there. 
8152. There was one interview then in October. I under

stood you to say that you were asked to prepare this manifesto, 
and I imagine you submitted it later P-It was in the morning of 
the day in October (the date I cannot recollect) that we had the 
interview ; we were to have another interview in the evening, and 
in the interim I was to prepare the document. I did prepare the 
document in the day during the interim, and we met in the 
evening and the discussion took place. 

8153. And that was the stipulation made by Mr. Rhodes P
y es. As I have said, we did discuas alao the possibility of the 
out.come of the revolution being a settlement of questions like the 
oustoms tariffs, the customs union, the railway grievance, and so 
on, and a common court of appeal. 

8154. And the flag was discussed at that interview alao P
Oh, the flag ; the document itself epeaka of the maintenance of 
the Republic ; it is self-contained. 

8155. But it was present to your mind that the plebiscite 
would be all-powerful P-It was present to my mind. I said. I 
cannot take it any further than that, whatever the outcome. 
Supposing the Boers had turned out to be the majority, many of 
them had said to me, • We would be glad to have the British 
flag,' I would be only too happy to have the British flag. All I 
felt was that I had no moral right to raise the British flag.· 

8156. You used these words : 'I said I could carry it no 
further'; therefore the subject was discussed P-Y es, we discUNed 
as to what the future might bring forward. I remember perfectly 
well the broad discussion about the whole thing, about the rela
tion to the neighbouring states of South Africa, and. broadly, we 
diacuased what Mr. Blake has put to me, that the outcome of it 
might be a form of federation. I was not very much concerned 

412 

Digitized by Google 



MR. CHARLES LEONARD'S EVIDENCE. 

about the flag in this sense, becall88 I did not want to raise a 
great dispute about it ; I knew it would touch a lot of people, 
you know, and as long as we got Anglo-Saxon civilisation and 
the country satisfied, we knew that federation would follow later 
on, and that if ever it did take place there could be only one flag 
for it. 

8157. There could be only one flagP-Yes. The trouble in 
South Africa to-day is that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag and the Dutch Republic, and the 
Englishman looks for a united South Africa and a Federated 
Republic under the English flag. (See QQ. 8724-5.) 

8158. When you say that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag, has that been publicly stated by any 
of the leading Dutch politicians P-1 could quote the Chief 
Justice's own speech in 1893. He was a candidate for election, 
and I quarrelled with him about it. I was supporting him, and 
he actually made this speech to the Potchefstroom burghers. 
He said, ' With regard to our flag, I can only advise you to act 
so that in time it should wave over the whole of South Africa.' 

Ma. DLA.KE. 

8159. I think it might be liable to misconstruction. You 
put a contrast of the Dutch or Boer population wanting a State 
under the Dutch flag, and a British population wanting one under 
the British flag ; do you mean an independent Dutch flag, or a 
flag of some continental power P-1 think they wanted to spread 
the Republican flag, first to join the two Republics that exist 
there, and then to extend themselves, as they put it in the 
Bloemfontein speech, as burghers of a united South Africa. 

MR. GEORGE WYNDHAM. 

816o. You refer to the Bloemfontein speech now; you refer 
to the recent conference this year P-Yea. 

8161. And the speech of the Chief Justice was in 1893 P
Yes. 

8162. The same sentiments had been repeatedP-Yes, over 
and over again ; both aides speak of a united South Africa. The 
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Engliebrnan oontemplates when the united South Africa comee 
that there will be only one flag over it. 

8163. And those sentiment.a were repeated in Bloemfontein 
in February last P-Y ee. 

8164. The qWIBtion of taxation has been reopened in regard 
to your own person, and as that has taken place, I shonld like 
you to tell ua how the taxation presaee not upon gentlemen like 
younelf, making £10,000 a year, but upon the working men 
of the country P-The neoeeearies of life are taxed out of all 
proportion to reason. I do not know whether the Committee 
have the Ouatome Tariff; I think it is very right they should 
have it. 

8165. I should like the Committee to have it.-There ia a 
maaa of information that I have taken the trouble to collate, not a 
word of which ia irrelevant or immaterial. 

8166. I think it is much more pertinent to the inquiry than 
the taxation on your own inoome of £10,000 a year, and I should 
like you to give that evidenoe now P-1 should like to put in this 
'Schedule of Customs' in the Transvaal; you will aee how the 
food-stuffs are taxed. 

8167. Can you show us how it bears upon the question I 
was putting, namely, the incidence of taxation upon the incomee 
of working men P-Y es ; ham, bacon, and all tinned meat.a are 
taxed. Ham and bacon are taxed approximately to la. a pound ; 
the oountry does not produce them fit to eat. All imported meats 
are taxed to the rate of 25.t. the 100 lbs. ; flour and meal and 
all sorts, even maize, are taxed at the rate of 15.. a bag, or 
7,~ 6d. per 100 lbs., with an ad Mlorem duty on all theee things 
of 71 per cent., not on the cost at the port of departure, but on 
that cost plus the 20 per oent., which makes it about 9 per cent. 
ad oalorem duty on these things plus these special rates. The 
result of that ia really to increase the cost of living to such an 
extent that the great bulk of the taxation, at least a great part of 
the taxation, comes out of these customs ; and last year the total 
Su~on Duty was £1,350,000, almost enough to govern the 
country adequately on alone. But they have besides that three 
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and a half millions of revenue from other eourcee. Our case is 
that they oowd wipe the ouatoms duty away altogether and leave 
the workman free to have hia oheap brealdaat t.able, and still 
govem the country and have a eurplU8. 

8168. Have the working men of Johannesburg of their own 
motion ever shown their reeentment against this taxation P
Absolutely. They have repeatedly petitioned for a remission of 
the ouatoms duties, and to this length it had gone, that in 
N'OYember, 1895, a man came to me and asked me what the 
National Union was going to do, becall88 if we did not move 
they were going to convene a ID888 meeting in Johannesburg and 
have a row. 

816g. In November, 1896 P-Yes; that was the very thing 
we apprehended, that there would be a riot, and organized dia
turbanoe, and then failure. I pacified him and said, 'What are 
you distreeeed about P ' and he said, 'Look here, I am a married 
man ; on Sunday I had 2 Iba. of ham for my aeven children, my 
wife, and myaelf, and aome bread and butter.' 

CHAUUIAN. 

8170. Is it neoeuary to go into thisP-1 just want to show 
yon that it was a working man'• grievance too, and he said, 'It 
colt me 2,. 9d. duty before I paid anything.' 

MB. GBOROB WYNDBAll. 

8171. This wae a working manP-Yee. 
8172. Do you suppose he had heard that there was going 

to be a oompiraoy P-No, he had heard nothing about it. 
8113. He at any rate wae not in this stock-jobbing con

spiracy P-No. 
8174, There ia one other thing I should like to ask you. 

I un not going into the grievanoes, but into what has been done 
mace. Can you tell ue shortly what reforms have been car
Nd-P 

Jlr. JoAtt Elli,.] Do you mean since Mr. Leonard left P 
Jlr. G«>rg, Wvndlknn.] I mean since January, 1896. 
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Mr. John Ellis.] Then he knows it by heanay. 
Witnell&.] I know the statute that was passed ; I have 

taken it from the statute-book. 

MR. JOHN ELLIS. 

8175. We can read the statutes for ouraelvesP-But you 
never get them. 

Ma. CRIPPS. 

8176. There is one question I want to ask you : I do not want 
to go into the grievances generally, but you said that in recent 
years the Transvaal had t.aken away rights which Uitlandera had 
before ; you recollect making that statement P-Y es. 

8177. I just want to ask you to tell me what the rights are 
to which you refer which have been t.aken awayP-W e ent.ered 
the country, the great bulk of us, in the years 1886, 1887, 1888, 
and 1889, and a very large proportion of the population had 
settled there ; I went there in 1888 ; at that time the Transvaal 
laws permitted admission to full citizenship after 6.ve yeed 
residence. In 1890 that right was taken away virtually when the 
Second Volksraad was established. This sop was thrown to u, 
this Second Volksraad, and the same Parliament in the aame 
aession took the right to acquire the franchise at the end of 6.ve 
years away from 118 after we had been in the oountry, and aft.er 
many of us, not I but many more, had t.aken the oath of al
legiance in the hope of getting the franchise. Our cue wu 
practically that there was a breach of faith in legislating away 
this right after we had become settled in the oountry. We said 
in fact that to British subjects there was an unwritten preamble 
to the whole constitution, and the basis of the constitution wu 
the basis of our lives. 

8178. You were talking about rights that had been taken 
away ; were you referring to anything else besides the franchiae 
law P-W e got a limitation of the right of public meeting pro
jected upon 118 ; we got our press liberty interfered with; in 1896 
we had the direct threat, and an Act afterwards put on the 
statute-book, of being deported from the country without trial; 
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we had the whole of the taxation put upon us ; we were deprived 
of education ; we were told in a court of law that we must turn 
our children into Dutchmen if we were to get any privileges 
granted to them. 

8179- Have you told me all the matters now that you refer 
t.o under the head of right.a taken away-I do not want to go 
into the general grievances P-But the right of citizenship and 
the right to equality in the St.ate is the main grievance that we 
complain of. 

818o. I undentand that that is your only grievance; but as 
regards specific matters are there any othen than thoee things to 
which you have referred P-Our men could not be jurymen and 
there were these conatant attacks upon the independent capacity 
of the High Court ; we have no control or say at all over the 
tuation or our destiny; we oould not have any law we like. 

8181. I do not want to go back into this matter again. 
Except the illustrations you have given, are there any other 
specific cases of right.a being taken away P-Do you mean by 
interference with the courts, or anything of that sort P 

8182.-Like the illustration you gave of the franchise law 
being altered to your detriment P-The franchise law is the main 
thing ; it goes to the root of everything. We have always looked 
upon it as the broad point. 

lb. WHARTON. 

8183. Mr. Phillips told 118 the other day that the English
speaking children had t.o become, in fact, as you say, Dutch 
children or to learn Dutch before they could have any better 
education in schools supported by the State ; I only want to know 
from you as nearly as you can say what is the number of English
speaking children needing elementary education that come under 
that category P-It is very difficult to speak exactly, but I should 
think there are from 12,000 to 15,000 growing up. I saw a 
etatement in the cen8U8 return, it was a ceJl8118 taken of the town 
of Johannesburg and a three-mile radius, that there were 6000 
and odd children growing up without any education at all. That 
oen8118 was taken last year. 
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8184. Six thousand children nAfwling elementary education 
and deprived of education by that lawP-Yee, and for whom no 
provision is made at all. 

(81R HBNRY 0AKPBBLL-B.lll(EBlilM here took the Chair.) 

BIR WILLlAll lurr l>YK.B. 

8185. When you referred previouly in your evidence to 
equal rights as regards the Englieh and Dut.ch ~ yoa 
referred eepecially, I presume, t.o this question of elementary 
education P-Yes, there wu that; but there is more than that 
too ; there was a great grievance felt that the Dutch language 
was enforced as a nece88&1")' qualincation for members of local 
sanitary committees and the local municipality ; a couple of oar 
beet members had t.o resign ; they would not have anything to 
do with the thing ; one was disqualified and the other reaigned 
in the early days, before the thing was enforced, becaue be 
could not undentand the Dutoh language. And the 008t of 
litigation to English litigants on either aide, through being com
pelled t.o use a language which the judge understood le111 than 
he did English, and which every barrister underetanda leae t.hu 
he does English, going through an int.erpreter, was increued 
tremendoUBly ; that and the education. 

8186. And you would suggest the use of bi-lingual boob in 
the elementary echoole, and that they should be taught t.ogether 
pari p(lJl.~U in the two languages aide by aide P- We started a 
voluntary education system which was baaed on that principle. 

8187. Would there be any difficulty as regards Engliah 
teachers in these echoole P-1 hear that to comply with thi, 
law they are sending now Dutch teachers over t.o London t.o get 
a smattering of English to qualify them to go out and comply 
with the law. 

8188. You went a great deal further than this ; but yoa 
confirm generally the evidence which has been given with regard 
to the education question P-Y es. 

8189. You made use of an expression in answer t.o the right 
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honourable Chairman with regard to this movement in J obannee
burg; you said it would fail if it turned into a rio~ I should 
like you to widen that expreeaion a little as regarda the word fail ; 
what do you mean by 'fail,' -that you would fail to 8'leure the 
refonns if there were a riotP-What I meant wae that there was 
diaoontent, and it took aome unorganized form, the men were 
unarmed, there wu no ammunition, and if discontent broke out 
into diaturbanoe it would simply lead to the last state being wone 
than the first; the Government would quell the thing. They 
were unarmed and unorganied ; and their caae waa a legitimate 
and a good one; and it waa beat, if the thing was coming to that 
position, that it ahould be an organized movement. 

8190. You mean the Committee to infer then that in that 
case the Boers would immediately put it down by armed force, and 
there would have been a disturbance ending, ndt only in failure as 
regards the movement it.aelf, but in the actual result of it with 
regard to reform of grievances P-Yee. 

8191. But I presume that you and your coadjutors intended 
if poaaible to promote this movement of reforming the grievances 
without blood.shed P-Our whole idea in wanting to arm ounelna 
at Pretoria and depriving the Boers of artillery, wu to limit the 
pol!libility of bloodahed, to put ouraelvea on a more level footing with 
them, and to deprive them of the power of offence from a distance. 

8192. And with regard to Dr. Jameson and his force, you 
were of course moat anxious to secure an identity of operation, 
eo that in the event of the movement being commenced on your 
pa.rt, he would be preeent there with his force to make auurance 
doubly sure, and to secure your object P-It waa arranged th&t 
whatever date should be absolutely fixed by us, and communicated 
to Dr. Jameson, should be the date on which we started our 
operations in Johannesburg, and that Dr. Jameson should start 
from the border at the same time. 

8193. You mentioned also in your evidence a little while 
ago that even some among the Dutch population would welcome 
the change; did you mean with reference to a reform of the 
franchise and other matters P-Y es ; certainly. 
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8194- What kind of percentage of the Dutch would it be; 
was it a large movement in Johannesburg; were there a great 
number of t.he Dutch population who were BUpportera P-There 
was a great number of t.he Dut.ch population who were utterly 
dissatisfied with the mal-administration in Pretoria by giving 
oonoeesione which gave to foreigners profits which, if they were 
exacted from the public at all, should have gone into the Treasury. 
And there were constant memorials every year to the Government 
and to the Volksraad opposing further grants of these monopolies 
and opposing ab11888. There had been a genuine movement for 
reform among many of the Dut.ch people, and we looked to that 
really to support us; at least, we hoped th~ would be lees 
ground for friction between us. 

(Ma. CHARLES LEONARD recalled.) 

CHAIRMAN (the Right Hon. W. L. JACKSON}. 

8723. You desire, I understand, to make a correction or 
alteration in answer to Question 8157 of your evidenoeP-Yea. 

8724- The words referred to read at present thus : 'And the 
Englishman looks for a United South Africa, and a Federat.ed 
Republic under the English flag• P-Y ea. 

8725. You think that those words do not convey the meaning 
that you wished to convey to the Committee P-1 am quite clear 
I never meant to convey that the EngHsbman wanted a Republic 
in South Africa at all. I would like the words ' and a Federated 
Republic' struck out. 

8726. That is all, I understand P-Y ea. 
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Handed in by Mr. Charles Leonard, 
May 18th, 1897. 

MANIFESTO. 
WB, the unenfranchi.eed inhabitant.a of the South African 

Republic (Transvaal), publish this Manifesto and appeal to the 
civilised world, and specially to the inhabitant.a of South Africa, 
on the grounds following:-

1. We constitute the great majority of the white inhabitant.a 
of the Republic. 

2. We own, by purchase, more than half of the land in the 
Republic. 

3. We are the sole owners of the mines, town, properties, 
merchandise, and machinery ; in short, the property and 
possessions of the Boers are insignificant in value compared 
to our property. 

4. We contribute five-sixths of the tot.al revenue of the State, 
and have by our industry and capit.al raised it from a con
dition of bankruptcy to a position in which the annual 
revenue is over £2,000,000, while there is a surplus in the 
Treasury of over £1,000,000. 

5. Our interest.a in the State are diverse and complex in 
character, and trained intelligence is necessary to the 
making of laws for the regulation of those interest& All 
political power is vested in the hands of uneducated 
farmers, and it is impossible that legislators chosen, aa 
they are, entirely from this class, can govern our affairs 
satisfactorily and with an even hand. It is in the nature 
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of things impossible, and experience has demonstrated its 
impossibility. 

6. In addition to the broad principle mentioned in the last 
clause, there exists, by a chain of circumstances, a virtual 
oligarchy, which, it.self entirely hostile to us, is unduly 
influenced by external forces, chiefly, if not entirely, 
Hollander, foreign and inimical to the eerious and best 
interests of the country which we have made our home. 

7. The status of the High Court, hitherto our only bulwark 
against oppression, is entirely unsatisfactory, and its 
independence, jurisdiction, and dignity are constantly 
being threatened and attacked, while jury trial is shorn 
of much of its value becaue jurors are drawn only from 
the ranks of the enfranchised. 

8. Our railways are in the hands of a corporation, domiciled 
in Holland, which is paralysing our commerce, and, in 
conjunction with the general policy of the Government, 
bringing about a condition of things fraught with the 
gravest danger to the independence of the Republic. 

9. The administration is in many cases thoroughly corrupt, 
and there is no hope of reform. 

10. The granting of monopolies is a curse and a grievous 
burden, the weight of which falls directly and almost 
entirely on the unenfranchised. Reference need only be 
made to the dynamite monopoly; which is now drawing 
half a million per annum out of the pockets of the gold
producera (an ever-increasing burden) and putting it into 
the coffers of a body of foreign speculaton. 

11. Taxation is unfairly distributed, and the neoeuariee of life, 
both the products of South Africa and other countries, 
which cannot be produced at all or in BUfticient quantities, 
are made so dear u seriously to hamper the public, and 
especially to retard the progress of the working olaaees. 

12. Fresh taxation is continuously being impoeed, and in 
such a manner as to affect the unenfranchised only, not
withstanding the fact that there exiats a large and 
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increasing smplU8, which should justify the reduction of 
taxation. 

18. There is no efficient control or account of the expenditure 
of public money. 

14. The Government is deepotio in the highest degree, and the 
Volkaraad exist.a only to give formal effect to the will of 
an oligarchy. 

Our liberties are not safe. In the past few yeara Acts 
have been paased intended to curt.ail the liberty of the 
preu and the right of publio meeting, Acts aimed 
diatinotly at the Uitlandera only, while during the recent 
1888ion of the Volbraad a resolution wu passed author
ising the Government to bring in a bill t.o amend the law 
ntlating to sedinon, the object being to make the executive 
Government, inst.ead of the courts, the judges in alleged 
cases of sedition, with power t.o deport men without the 
ordinary trial. 

Surely and inaidioualy the ordinary eafeguard1 of life, 
libeny, and property, even 88 they exist, are being under
mined. Freedom hu beoome a traveety, and daily, under 
cover of her aaored name, deeda are perpetrat.ed which make 
free men shudder. 

16. Local self-government, 88 we are accu1t.omed t.o it, is denied. 
to 118, with grave oouequence t.o health. 

16. We are virtually denied the benefit.a of education out of the 
fanda we oonm'lmte, and but for individual effort our 
children would grow up in abeolute ignorance. 

17. The uae of the Engliah langaage, the language of the great 
majority of people in the State, ia forbidden in all official 
buaineu, even in railway notioea. 

18. We have had oonatantly t.o auffer the greatest inlult.a at the 
hands of the governing body. 

J 9. We have for yean patiently 111bmitted t.o all these thinga, 
and have made honest and persistent endeavoun by consti
tutional meana to bring about reform and redre8I of our 
grievanoea, but all hope of 1uooeeding hu fled. 
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We were told to wait until a new Raad should be elected. 
The old Raad, which bad rejected a monat.er petition for the 

franchise with 'laughter and jeers,' waa aaid not to repreeent 
the country. We preeented a petition to the new Raad, signed 
by nearly 40,000 people-twice as many men u the whole body 
of enfranchieed burghers-with the aame result. Our very 
(}hildren, born in the Republic, are denied the franchise. 

And now, driven to despair of ever getting jutioe, we have 
determined to strike for it. 

Let it be clear that we have no animosity to the Boer ; that 
we wish to maintain a republican form of Government, or rather 
to establish a true Republic, in which our just righte shall be 
eecured to us, while the legitimate rights of the Boer shall be 
protected ; that, in short, we claim only that place in the political 
partnership to which we are justly entitled. 

Wewant--
1. Full representation in the Councils of the State in pro

portion to our numbers and veeted intereets. Being 
the majority of the people, we claim to be included in 
• true government of the people, by the people, for the 
people. 

2. Proper control of public moneya, and true reeponaibility to 
the people. 

3. Absolute independence of the courta, and the raiaing of the 
status of the judges. 

4. The possession and control of our railwaya and publio worb. 
5. The abolition of monopolies. 
6. Free trade with the neighbouring States of South Africa in 

all products thereof. 
7. A settled policy, which, while guarding the legitimat.e 

interests of the South African Republic zealously, shall 
foster the goodwill of the other South African Sw.tea, and 
strengthen the bonda of commerce and good feeling 
between us and them. 

.S. Pure administration. 
9. Equal rights for the Engliah and Dut.oh languages. 
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We, an unarmed and comparatively defenceleu people, are 
taking our livee in our hands t.o secure what every other commu
nity in South Africa enjoys, and without which we should 
oontinue t.o be virtually in a state of civic slavery. We, there
fore, claim the sympathy and aupport of all white peoples of South 
Africa in the struggle which we feel impelled t.o make as free men 
bound t.o answer t.o our children for the dearest heritage of man
liberty. For this we fight ; for this we claim the aympathy of the 
world. 

To be issued by National Union. National Union t.o be re
inforced by recruits from moneyed claasea 6nt. 
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THE Select Committee appoint.ed t.o inquire into the origin 
and circumstanoee of the incursion into the South African 

Bepublio by an armed force, and into the administration of the 
:British South Africa Company, and to report thereon, and, further, 
to report what alterations are desirable in the government of the 
territ.oriee under the oontrol of the Company, have agreed to the 
following Report:-

P ART I. 
ORIGIN AND OIROUMSTANOES OF THE INOURSION 

INTO THE SOUTH AFRIOAN REPUBLIO 
OF AN ARMED FOROE. 

PRBLDIINilY. 

Your Committee have heard evidence upon that part of the 
Referenee which direct.a them • to inquire into the origin and 
ciromnstancea of the incursion into the South African Republic 
by an armed force,' and Part I. of this Report relates t.o that 
matter, and not to questions affecting the administration of the 
British South Africa Company. 

At the instance of your Committee, the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies took st.eps to secure the attendance of certain witneesee 
from South Africa. 

Applications were received from certain persons interest.ed in 
the inquiry asking for permission t.o be represent.ed by counsel 
This was grant.ed in the cases of the following parties, viz. :-

The British South Africa Company and its Directors ; 
The Right Honourable 0. J. Rhodes; 
Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, O.B.; 
Mr. Alfred Beit; 
Mr. Lionel Phillips ; and 
Dr. Rutherfoord Harris. 

429 

Digitized by Google 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH APRIOA. 

Oounoil addressed the Committee on behalf of Keurs. Rhodes, 
Beit, and Harris. 

Leave was also granted to the Eaatem Telegraph Company to 
be heard by Counsel on the question of the production of certain 
t.elegrams ordered by your Committee. 

RBPOaT oP On• 0oJOOTl'BB .&IQ) J>ARl,J&MJPl'l'ARY P.umia. 

At the outset of their Inquiry your Committee receiwd ill 
evidence certain papers ancl documents bearing upon the matt.er 
of the reference, and especially the Report and Prooeedinga of a 
Select Committee of the House of Asaembly of the Cape or Good 
Hope, appointed ' to inquire into the oircumstan.cee, aa affecting 
that Colony, in connection with the preparations for, and carrying 
out of, the recent armed inroad into the territ.ory of •• Snth 
African Republic.' The Report and Prooeedillga of the Cape 
Committee were preaented to the Imperial Parliament in March of 
the preaent year. 

Other papers of interest affecting the subject which have alao 
been presented are, 'Proceedings in the High Ooari of lutice, 
Queen•• Bench Division, 1896, Trial at Bar, Regina ._ Leader 
St.arr Jameeon and others (tranaoript from the ahorihand llOWI of 
Meesn. Bamett and Buckler) ; and the Blue Boob, 0. 7933, 
0. 8063, and 0. 8423. 

Although the Committee of the Cape Parliament had Dot the 
opportunity of hearing the eviclenoe of oerlain important witne.ee 
who have appeared before yov Oommittee, ample evidence was 
forthcoming to enable them to make 8110h a clear bd able Beport 
upon the circumstances attending the armed inovaion into the 
South African Republic that your Oommitt.ee found themeel~ in 
a position to adopt the Report, and hold that, until the eontn.ry 
was shown, the findings of fact cont.ained therein should be ac
cepted as a fair and accurate account of what had t.aken place. 
No adverse criticisms upon suoh findings have been made by any 
witness before your Committee, and, moreover, at an early period 
of his evidence Mr. 0. J. Rhodes accepted them in the following 
words: 'I desire to add that I am willing, generally, to acoept the 
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finding as to fact.a contained in the Report of the Committee of the 
Cape Parliament.' 

The findings were important; they were, inter alia, as 
followa:-

Para. 42. 'With regard to the Chartered Company, yov 
Committee find that the principal offioial.e in Cape Town either 
knew, or were in a position to have known, the existence of this 
plot. Two at least of the directors, Mr. Beit and the Right Hon. 
C. J. Rhodes, were, together with the Administrator, Dr. Jameeon, 
and Dr. Harris, the South African Secretary of the Oompany, 
active aa promoters and moving spirite throughout, and they were 
from time to time kept informed of the preparations. 

' The date of the inroad was fixed weeks beforehand, and the 
letter of invitation was obtained four weeks before the oetenai"ble 
date of signature. 

'During the month of December the preeaure for what 1P88 

called the "flotation " came either from Pitaani or from O.pe 
Town. 

• The whole movement was largely financed and engineered 
from out.aide, and in both cases certain directors and offioials of 
the Chartered Company of British South Africa were aotiw 
throughout.' 

Para. 43. 'As regards the Right Hon. C. J. Rhodes, yow 
Committee can come to no other conclusion than that he was 
thoroughly acquainted with the preparations that led to the 
inroad. That in hia capacity aa controller of the three great 
joint-stock Companies, the British South Africa Company, the 
De Beers Consolidated Mines, and the Goldfielda of South Africa, 
he directed and controlled the combination which rendered auch a 
proceeding aa the Jameson raid posan"ble.' 

Para. 44. 'It still remains to consider Mr. Rhodes' position 
with regard to Dr. Jameson's entry into the South African 
Republic at the precise time when he did. There is no evi
dence that Mr. Rhodes ever contemplated that the force at 
Pitsani camp should at any time invade the Transvaal uninvited. 
It appears rather to have been intended to support a movement 
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from within. In this connection it is import.ant to refer to the 
telegrams which passed between the confederates during the last 
few days of December. On the 26th of that month, after the 
preparations at Pitsani-which had been made with the approval 
and concurrence of the Chartered authorities in Cape Town-were 
apparently complete, some hitch ooourred. at Johannesburg, the 
whole nature of which is not clearly shown by the evidence; bu& 

.an element in which was doubtless a dispute on the question of 
hoisting the English flag should the revolution prove mcoeesful. 
The result of this hitch was that thoee interested at Johannes
burg determined to stay proceedings, and dispatched Mr. Charles 
Leonard to Cape Town. He left on the evening of the 26th, and 
his departure was notified the following day in a telegram from 
Colonel Rhodes to Charter, Cape Town. A peruaal of the 
meeaagee which were exchanged between Dr. Jameson and Dr. 
Harris on the 26th, 27th, and 28th December, and with the 
contents of which your Committee cannot doubt that Mr. Rhodes 
waa folly acquainted, will show that the Chartered authorities in 
Cape Town were folly impressed, more especially after the anival 
of Mr. Leonard, with the advisability of delaying any advance 
from Pitsani until the Johannesburg confederates were ready. 
And Dr. Jameson was repeatedly counselled to wait until the 
arrangements were complete. At the same time there is an 
absence of any such peremptory command from Mr. Rhodes 
direct to Dr. Jameson not on any aooount to take action as 
might reasonably have been expected from one resolutely de
termined to do all in his power to prevent a mbordinate officer 
from committing a gross breach of the law. 

'About noon on the morning of the 29th December, Mr. 
Rhodes became aware that Dr. Jameson had definitely made up 
his mind to invade the territory of the South A1rican Republic 
that evening, and after a conference with Mr. Rhodes, a draft 
telegram to Dr. Jameson was drawn up by Dr. Harris. More 
than half of that draft, strangely enough, has no reference to the 
contemplated inroad, and it is not explained by any evidence 
before your Committee ; but the latter part of it oontains a 
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distinct and peremptory injunction on Dr. Jameson not to carry 
out his contemplated movement on any account, as " I (Mr. 
Rhodes) most strongly object to such a course." This message 
could not be sent on the 29th, because the line had been cut, nor 
had communication with Mafeking been restored on the morning 
of the 30th ; but by noon on that day the damage had been 
repaired, and the line was open. The m888age, however, was 
never forwarded at all. Upon these facts it would appear that 
Mr. Rhodes did not direct or approve of Dr. Jameson's entering 
the territory of the South African Republic at the precise time 
when he did do so, but your Committee cannot find that that fact 
relieves Mr. Rhodes from responsibility for the unfortunate occur
rences which took place. Even if Dr. Jameson be primarily 
responsible for the last fatal step, Mr. Rhodes cannot escape the 
responsibility of a movement which had been arranged, with his 
concurrence, to take place at the precise time it did, if circum
stances had been favourable at Johannesburg. 

•Mr. Rhodes never visited Cape Town at all on Monday, 
nor did he think it right to communicate the fact of the 
inroad to his colleagues in the Ministry. The only message 
actually sent from Cape Town to arrest Dr. Jameson's progress 
after he had started was the one dispatched by the High Com
miaaioner about noon on the 30th December, and the one 
conveyed through the British agent at Pretoria, both of which 
were disregarded.' 

Para. 45. • In conclusion, your Committee cannot but express 
their deep regret that Mr. Rhodes was not present to give to the 
Committee his own account of the proceedings on which they are 
instructed to report, the more so as they are reluctantly forced to 
the conclusion, upon the evidence before them, that the part taken 
by him in the organization which led to the inroad headed by 
Dr. Jameson was not consistent with his duty as Prime Minister 
of the Colony.' 

The work of the Cape Committee was rendered incomplete by 
the absence of important witne8888, who were available to give 
evidence here, and your Committee were put in a position to 
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proeecute the inquiry beyond the point at which the Committee of 
the Cape Parliament had been compelled t.o leave it. 

MR. RuoDB8' EvmBNCB. 

It was obvious at the out.set of the proceedings that the inquiry 
of your Committee would be much facilitated by a statement, 
indicating in clear and unmistakable terms the part Mr. C. J. 
Rhodes had played in the events which had led up t.o and 
GUlminated in what is known as the 'Jameeon Raid.' In the 
view of the Committee, the findings in the Report of the Cape 
Oommittee left no room for doubt that Mr. Rhodes must be treat.eel 
aa a principal, while those who acted with him were only more or 
leas important agents. It was, then, of great moment t.o discover, 
by eummoning Mr. Rhodes t.o give evidence, whether he would 
be prepared t.o accept the position of principal, and U81lllle 
responsibility for the proceedings of thoae who had acted with 
him or under his instl'llctions. 

Your Committee, therefore, at the earliest period of the inquiry 
called upon Mr. Rhodes t.o give evidence, and he stated his position 
in the following tel'Dl8 :-

' From the date of the establishment of the gold industry on a 
large scale at Johannesburg, much discontent haa been 
caused by the restrictions and impositions placed upon it 
by the Transvaal Government, by the corrupt administra
tion of that Government, and by the denial of civil right.a 
t.o the rapidly growing Uitlander population. This dis
content has gradually but steadily increased, and a con
siderable time ago I learnt, from my intercourse with 
many of the leading persona in Johannesburg, that the 
position of affairs there had become int.olerable. After 
long efforts, they despaired of obtaining redress by con
stitutional means, and were resolved t.o aeek by extra
constitutional means such a change in the Government of 
the South African Republic as should give to the majority 
of the population, possessing more than halt the land, nine
tenths of the wealth, and paying ninet.een-twentieths of 
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the taxes in the country, a due share in its administration. 
I sympathised with, and, as one largely interested in the 
Transvaal, shared in, these grievances ; and, further, as a 
citizen of the Cape Colony, I felt that the persistently 
unfriendly attitude of the Government of the South 
African Republic towards the Colony was the great 
obstacle to common action for practical purposes among 
the various States of South Africa. Under these circum
stances I assisted the movement in Johannesburg with my 
purse and influence. Further, acting within my right.a, in 
the autumn of 1895 I placed on territory under the 
administration of the British South Africa Company 
upon the borders of the Transvaal a body of troops under 
Dr. Jameson, prepared to act in the Transvaal in certain 
eventualities. I did not communicate these views to the 
Board of Directors of the British South Africa Company. 
With reference to the Jameson Raid, I may state that Dr. 
Jameson went in without my authority. Having said this, 
I desire to add that I am willing, generally, to accept the 
finding as to facts contained. in the Report of the Com
mittee of the Cape Parliament. I must admit that in all 
my actions I was greatly influenced by my belief that the 
policy of the preeent Government of the South African 
Republic was to introduce the influence of another Foreign 
Power into the already complicated system of South Africa, 
and thereby render more difficult in the future the cloeer 
union of the different States.' 

In the course of his oral examination, Mr. Rhodea made it 
dear that he desired to accept responsibility for the actions of 
those who had aerved directly or indirectly under hia order. 

HI8'l'O.IUCAL SUV.MARY. 

The evidence given before the Committee establishes the fol
lowing facts :-

In the years 1893 and 1894, and the early part of 1895, there 
aiated much discontent and disquiet amongst the Uitlanders in 
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Johannesburg owing t.o the grievances which they oonndered 
were inflicted upon them by the laws and administration of the 
South A£rican Republic. 

Before the latter half of 1895 there was no general echeme for 
an armed insurrection for the purpose of overthrowing, by foroe, 
the Government at Pret.oria. 

This is made apparent by the evidence of Mr. L. Phillips and 
Mr. 0. Leonard. The latter expreuly stat.es that there were no 
reaotll'C88 in arms, money, or organization whiob would have made 
a revolution possible. 

In June, 1895, Mr. Rhodes, with Mr. Beit, formed a plan for 
organizing the discontent which existed at Johannesburg, pro
viding money and arms for the purpose of an insurrection there, 
and placing a force under Dr. Jameaon on the frontier of the 
Transvaal t.o aesist and support it. Mr. Beit expressly state& that 
the scheme for aeeisting an insurrection in Johannesburg, and for 
an armed invasion in its support by Dr. Jameson, originated with 
Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Beit was sent by Mr. Rhodes t.o make arrangements with 
certain persons who were leaders of the reform movement in 
Johannesburg. 

It appears from Mr. Beit's evidence that Mr. Rhodes' echeme 
was not at once adopted at Johannesburg. 

It was not till late in Oct.ober, 1895, that Mr. Rhodes arrived 
at a definite arrangement with the leaders of the insurrectionary 
party at Johannesburg as t.o the proceedings t.o be taken. 

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Leonard had expressed t.o Mr. Beit their 
wish t.o diecU.88 the scheme first with Mr. Rhodes, and this dia
ou88ion took place in the latter end of Oct.ober, at an interview in 
Mr. Rhodes' house, Groote Schuur, between Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, Colonel Rhodes, and Mr. Leonard. Ai 
the interview a manifest.o, printed on page xi.• of your Committee's 
Report, was submitted by Mr. Leonard, and accepted by Mr. 
Rhodes as embodying the objects t.o be achieved by the revolution. 
In order t.o acoomplieh these objects a basis of action was agreed 

upon. • Page 422 of this volume. 
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Mr. Leonard states the basis of action as follows :-
• The basis of the compact was, that Mr. Rhodes should assist 

us. Originally, I think, as many as 1200 men were to be 
on the border. That watered down, until finally, just 
before Dr. Jameson came over the border, I think it was 
750. We were to rise in revolt, seize the Pretoria Arsenal 
and the ammunition from there, retire on Johannesburg, 
and hold the place, and Mr. Rhodes told me the High 
CommiBBioner would come up from Cape Town to mediate.' 

Mr. Rhodes seems also to have assured Mr. Leonard at that 
time that the Dutch population in Cape Colony ' would welcome a 
change.' 

A.a soon as this arrangement had been made, active operations 
were commenced. Dr. Jameson, who had been previously in
formed of the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, proceeded to concentrate 
a force (derived partly from Buluwayo, partly from the Cape, and 
partly from the former Bechuanaland Police), on the frontier of 
the Transvaal. 

When the plan had been settled in Cape Town, Colonel F. 
Rhodes was placed at Johannesburg as manager of the Con
eolidated Gold.fields. And thus Mr. Rhodes, through Colonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Piteani, had the 
principal control of the armed forces who were to accomplish or 
assist the revolution. 

Colonel Rhodes received from Mr. Rhodes an unlimited credit 
for moneys required for purposes of the revolution. These moneys 
were drawn upon a 'New ConceSBions Account' in the books of 
the Chartered Company, and were repaid by Mr. Rhodes some 
time after the Raid, to the amount of £61,000. 

Mr. Rhodes states that this was done to cover the character 
of the transaction, and that he always intended that they should 
ultimately be charged to hie private account. 

Mr. Beit admits that, in a similar way, he gave unlimited 
credit to Mr. L. Phillips, hie partner, which was employed for 
the purposes of the revolution to the extent of some £200,000. 

Mr. Rhodes paid large 8UIDB of money to Dr. Wolff, who was 
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employed in organizing stores and stations for Dr. Jameson'• 
fo1'008, and also for arms sent from England by Dr. Rutherfoord 
Harris, the Secretary of the Chartered Company at Cape To-.vn. 
which were the property of the Chartered Company, but were 
diverted from their avowed destination, Rhodesia, to be ued for 
the insurrection in Johannesburg, and the amount some time after 
the Raid was repaid by Mr. Rhodes. 

The arms supplied to the insurgents at Johannesburg were 
eeoretly smuggled into the Transvaal through the instrumentality 
of the De Beers Company, of which Mr. Rhodes was a principal 
director. 

The details of these operations were arranged between Dr. 
Jameson at Pitsani or Mafeking, and Colonel Rhodes at Johannes
burg; but Dr. Jameson was in constant communication with 
:Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, personally or otherwise, and the most 
important communications between Colonel Rhodes and Dr. 
Jameson passed through the Chartered Company's office at Cape 
Town, and were known to Mr. Rhodes, who accepts responsibility 
for what was done. 

As soon as the preparations were well advanced, towards the 
latter end of November 1895, Dr. Jameson, who had been with 
Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, went to Johannesburg, and procured a 
letter signed by Mr. C. Leonard, Colonel Rhodes, Mr. L. Phillips, 
Mr. J. H. Hammond, and Mr. G. Farrar. 

Mr. Leonard has stated that he was very reluctantly a party 
to giving this letter of invitation to Dr. Jameson, and he has said 
in effect that it was given to afford a pretext which might j118tify 
Dr. Jameson with the Directors of the Chartered Company, and 
induce the officers and men to join him in the Raid. 

This letter was shown to Mr. Rhodes by Dr. Jameson on his 
return to Cape Town, and upon 20th December, 1895, Mr. Rhodes 
asked to be supplied with a copy. 

Mr. Leonard, Colonel Rhodes, and Mr. Phillips have all 
distinctly stated that this letter was never intended as an 
authority to Dr. Jameson to enter the Transvaal unless and until 
he received a further summons from them; they state that it was 
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never intended to be published, but to be used only for the 
purposes above-mentioned ; and when they learnt that Dr. 
Jameson waa intending to start, so far from authorising or 
inviting him to come in, they used every measure in their 
power, by telegram. and by meaaenger, to prohibit and prevent 
the Raid. With the full knowledge of all these circumstances, 
Dr. Jameson, being convinced that no rising was about to take 
place at Johannesburg, determined to bring matters to a head, and 
telegraphed. to Mr. Rhodes:-

' We will make our own fiotation with help of letter, 
which I will publish.' 
This letter was also read to the troops before Dr. Jameson 

started, and was used by him as the ground of his action, both to 
the Boer Commandant, and to the meaaenger sent by the High 
Commissioner to order his return. 

Immediately upon the Raid becoming known, this letter, by 
the orders of Mr. Rhodes, was cabled by Dr. Harris to Mias 
Shaw for insertion in The Times newspaper, with a date filled 
in which made it appear that it had been sent as an urgent appeal 
from Johannesburg just before the Raid. 

Mr. Rhodes himself relied upon this letter in his telegram 
to the Chartered Company in London on 3rd January, 1896, 
u the explanation of Dr. Jameaon's invasion. The manner in 
which this letter was dealt with deserves the strongest con
demnation. 

During the whole of this period every precaution was taken to 
oonceal from the High Commissioner what was going on under 
Dr. Jameson at Pitaani. 

Sir H. Robinson (now Lord Rosmead), when he heard that 
the Chartered Company were bringing down troops from 
Bulawayo to Pitaani, asked Mr. Rhodes why this was being 
done, and Mr. Rhodes told him it was to protect a railway 
line, and for economy. Mr. Rhodes suggested a eim.ilar excuse 
to Dr. Jameson in his telegram of the 27th December, 1895, two 
days before the Raid. 

The best record of the proceedings between the end of 
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November and the latt.er part of December, 1895, is derived from 
the documents captured at Krugersdorp. 

Mr. Beit, who had just returned t.o the Cape from England, 
on 20th December, sent a telegram from Cape Town t.o Mr. L. 
Phillips urging ' immediate fiotation.' And on 21st December 
Mr. Rhodes telegraphed t.o Colonel Rhodes t.o fix the date for the 
insurrection, so that he might advise Dr. Jameson. 

At this time, however, the revolutionary party at Johannes
burg hung back, owing t.o doubts relating t.o the aasurancea 
which had been given by Mr. Rhodes that on the day of the 
insurrection he and the High Commissioner would leave for 
Johannesburg. Mr. Rhodes and Dr. Jameson appear t.o have 
entered int.o conversation with the High Commissioner on the 
subject of his presence at Johannesburg in the event of possible or 
probable disturbances there, but concealed from him the fact that 
they were themselves the principal organizers and movers in the 
intended revolution. 

The assurance given by Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Beit of the 
presence of the High Commissioner was used without hia 
knowledge or consent as an argument and encouragement t.o 
promote the insurrection ; conduct which your Committee aeverely 
condemns. 

This assurance having been given, the date of the in
aurrection was finally arranged for Saturday, 28th December, 
1895, and Mr. Rhodes informed Dr. Jameson on 23rd December 
that 'they are very anxious you must not start before 8 o'clock.' 

At this date all the parties were agreed as t.o the immediate 
carrying out of the Raid-Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, the Com
mittee at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Pitsani. 

On 26th December, however, another obstacle arose ; Dr. 
Jameson's brother, from Johannesburg, and Mr. Rhodes, from 
Cape Town, telegraphed t.o Dr. Jameson at Pitsani, that-

'It is absolutely necessary t.o postpone fiotation through 
unforeseen circumstances here alt.ogether unexpected and 
until we have 0. J. Rhodes' absolute pledge that authority 
of Imperial Government will not be insisted on. Oharlea 
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Leonard left last night t.o interview 0. J. Rhodes. We will 
endeavour t.o meet your wishes as regards December, but you 
must not move until you have received instructions t.o. Please 
confirm.' 
Mr. 0. Leonard was thereupon dispatched by the revolutionary 

party t.o Cape Town, and meBBengers sent by them t.o Dr. 
Jameson t.o prohibit his entrance int.o the Transvaal. Mr. 
Rhodes, also, with expreBSions of regret, directed Dr. Jameson 
not t.o move until he heard from him again. 

On 27th December, 1895, Dr. Jameson informed Mr. Rhodes 
that • if they do not, we will make our own flotation with help 
of letter, which I will publish.' On 28th December, Dr. J ameeon 
telegraphed t.o Mr. Rhodes, • there will be no flotation if left 
t.o themselves.' On the same day telegrams were sent from 
Cape Town t.o Dr. Jameson. 'It is all right if you will only 
wait,' and further, '.After seeing him' (Heany, the messenger 
from Johannesburg), 'you and we must judge regarding flotation, 
but all our foreign friends are now dead against it, and say public 
will not subscribe one penny t.owards it, even with you as direct.or. 
lchabod.' 

Mr. C. Leonard having arrived on that day (Saturday, 28th 
December), at Cape Town, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed t.o Colonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, • Charles Leonard says flotation not 
popular, and England's bunting will be resisted by public. Is it 
true? Consult all our friends and let me know, as Dr. Jameson 
is quite ready t.o move resolution, and is only waiting for Captain 
Maurice Heany's arrival.' 

Later on the same day (28th December), Dr. Jameson tele
graphed t.o Mr. Rhodes, • Unless I hear definitely t.o the contrary, 
ahall leave t.o-morrow evening.' 

On the next day (29th December), Dr. Jameson telegraphed 
t.o Mr. Rhodes, 'Shall leave t.o-night for Transvaal.' 

These last two telegrams were delivered at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
29th December. 

There is a conflict of evidence as t.o what were the true 
grounda which determined the revolutionary party at Johan-
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neeburg on 26th December to counter-order the insurrection 
whioh had been fixed for the 28th, and to prohibit the invuion of 
the Transvaal by Dr. Jameson, which had been aettled for that day. 

Colonel Rhodes states that it waa ' becauae they would not 
rile until they got a distinct aasuranoe about the Bag, and they 
only got that on the Sunday morning. We were told in the 
telegram we got from Cape Town' (from 0. Leonard), 'that an 
entirely new departure had been decided on.' 

Dr. W ol.ff attributes the failure to the fact that, being unable 
to eeize the arsenal at Pretoria, they were quite unprepared. 

Mr. C. Leonard gives the same reasons, aa well u the difficulty 
about the flag. 

Mr. Phillips says they had not arm.a for their men. 
Mr. Rhodes, on &turday, 28th December, informed Sir 

Graham Bower 'that all prospect of a rising at Johannesburg waa 
at an end, and had fizzled out like a damp squib.' 

On Sunday, 29th December, Mr. Rhodes having received the 
telegrams announcing the intention of Dr. Jameaon to start on 
the Sunday night, proposed to send the following reply, dated 
29th December, 12 (noon):-' Things in Johannesburg I yet hope 
to eee amicably settled. . . . On no account whatever must you 
move. I most strongly object to 111ch a oourse.' The wires not 
being open to Mafeking this telegram was, in fact, never dia
patched. When communication was restored at noon on the 
30th, no attempt was made by Mr. Rhodes to send this or any 
other message disapproving Dr. Jameson's action. The wiree 
having been cut by Dr. Jameson's orders on the Sunday night 
when he started, the intelligence of his invasion of the Transvaal 
wu not officially known at Cape Town till mid-day on Monday, 
30th December. 

The announcement of the collapse of the movement waa com
municated by Sir Graham Bower to the High Commissioner on 
Sunday, 29th December. On that night, at 11 p.m., Mr. Rhodes 
sent for Sir G. Bower, and informed him that Dr. Jameson had 
intimated his intention of entering the Transvaal that evening, 
and that he, Mr. Rhodes, had been endeavouring to telegraph t.o 
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Dr. Jameson, forbidding such a movement, but found the wires 
had been cut. 

Sir G. Bower oommunioated this information to the High 
Comroi88ioner at an early hour on the morning of Monday, 
the 30th. • 

The High Commissioner at once telegraphed to Mr. Newton, 
directing him, il Dr. Jameson had gone in, to send a special mee
eenger on a fast horse to overtake him, and order him to return. 

The High Commisaioner, on the 31st December, issued a pro
clamation publicly repudiating Dr. Jameson'& conduct, and calling 
on British subject.s to abstain from aiding and abetting him in 
his armed violation of the territory of a friendly State. The 
further action taken by the High Commissioner, as well as the 
steps taken by the Colonial Office on receipt of the news of the 
Raid, are detailed in Blue Books C. 7933 and C. 8063. 

When the Raid took place Mr. Rhodes declined to take part 
in any measures to arrest it or to avert its consequences, except 
that BUbsequently on Wednesday, 1st January, Mr. Rhodes 
telegraphed to Colonel Spreckley, Buluwayo, on no account to 
move the Rhodesia Horse. As soon as the incursion of Dr. 
Jameson was known, Mr. Rhodes was enjoined by the Secretary 
of State through the High Commissioner to co-operate in direct
ing Dr. Jameson's immediate return, and to make a public 
disavowal of complicity with him. His colleagues in the Cape 
Government urged upon him the same course. This Mr. Rhodes 
refuaed to do, and when the High Commissioner resolved to 
issue his proclamation on the 31st December, Mr. Rhodes re
turned to Cape Town specially to urge the delay of the i88Ue of 
this proclamation, at all event.s till next day, saying it would 
make Dr. Jameson an outlaw. So far from co-operating in order 
to counteract the invasion of Dr. Jameson, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed 
meuages to Miss Shaw in London on 30th December and 31st 
December, whilst Dr. Jameson was on the march, with the objeci 
of inducing the Secretary of the Colonies to support his action. 

These messages, however, where not communicated by Miu 
Shaw to the Colonial Secretary. 
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Dr. Jameson proceeded with his invasion of the Trannaal. 
He was overtaken by the meaaenger from Mafeking, aent by 
order of the High Commissioner, at midday on Tuesday, 31st 
December; met by the one from Pretoria on the morning of the 
1st January, about 10.30 a.m.; and theee measagee ordering him 
to return were duly delivered. He, however, declined to obey 
the summons, stating that he relied upon the letter of invitation 
which he had received ' from the principal resident.a of the Rand 
to come to the aid of my fellow-men in their extremity.' The 
manner in which this letter was obtained, and the use made of it, 
have already been referred to in this report. 

The details of the defeat of Dr. Jameeon by the Boers, and 
the subsequent event.a at Johannesburg and Pretoria, are euBi
ciently well known, and it is not necessary to set them forth. 

Mr. Rhodes in the course of his statement dealt with three 
points particularly pertinent to the subject of inquiry, namely:

(a) The influence of the Uitlander 'grievances' upon hia con
duct and policy ; 

( b) The direct assertion that Dr. J ameeon ' went in ' without 
his authority ; and 

(c) The concealment of his views from the Board of Directon 
of the British South Airieti Company. 

U ITLANDBR ' 0RIBVANCBS.' 

In reference to the first of the point.a mentioned in the last 
paragraph, namely, the influence of the Uitlander ' grievancea' 
upon Mr. Rhodes' conduct and policy; Mr. Rhodes puts these 
' grievances ' in the forefront of his statement, and makes them 
in great part the foundation of the policy which induced him to 
assist the movement for redress with his purse and with hia 
influence. 

While your Committee were quite unable to hold that theee 
'grievances' could in any way justify such action as that adopted 
by Mr. Rhodes and Dr. Jameson, the Committee determined to 
admit evidence bearing upon this side of the question, noi in 
justification of the conspiracy againat the Transvaal Government, 
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but beoa1188 it had been etat.ed in evidence that the origin of ' the 
incursion ' was due to the grievances. 

Hr. Charles Leonard, at one time Chairman of the National 
Union at JohannesbW'g, and Mr. Lionel Phillips, a prominent 
member of that body, gave evidence as to the 'grievances' of 
the Uitlander population, and as to the endeavours of the Union 
to obtain redress. Mr. Leonard also del!Cribed the gradual advance 
of popular feeling, the formation of the Union by the professional 
and working classes of Johannesburg, the reluctance of the 
capitalist.a to join, and their subsequent adhesion. It was also 
made clear that in the years preceding 1895 popular diecontent 
prevailed in the town, and that disturbances might have occurred 
at any time ; it was further proved that it was not until October, 
1895, that the active co-operation of the capitalists was secured. 

In October, 1895, after consultation with Hr. Rhodes, Hr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, and Colonel Rhodes at Cape Town, 
Mr. Leonard prepared a manifesto, in which the demands were 
aet out in the following terms :-

'We want, (1) Full representation in the Councils of the State 
in proportion to our numbers and vested interests; being 
the majority of the people we claim to be included in a 
true government of the people by the people for the 
people ; (2) Proper control of public moneys and true 
responsibility to the people ; (3) Absolute independence of 
the courts and the raising of the status of the judgee ; 
( 4) The posseYion and control of our railways and public 
works; (5) The abolition of monopolies; (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring States of South Africa in all pro
ducts thereof; (7) A settled policy which, while guarding 
the legitimate intel'88ts of the South African Republic 
zealously, shall foster the goodwill of the other South 
African States and strengthen the bonds of commerce and 
good feeling between us and them ; (8) Pure adroinistl'&
tion ; (9) Equal rights for the English and Dut.ch 
languagee.' 

From 1890 to 1895 there were repeated endeavours to obtain 
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redress of these grievancee by constitutional means, but without 
result. 

RESPONs1s1LITY FOR THE AcruAL RAm. 

The next point in Mr. Rhodes' statement to be dealt with ia 
(b), hie declaration that Dr. Jameson 'went in' without bia 
authority. 

In hie written statement Mr. Rhodes said, 'Acting within my 
rights, in the autumn of 1895 I plaoed on territory under the ad· 
ministration of the British South Africa Oompany upon the 
borders of the Transvaal a body of troops under Dr. JamNOD, 
prepared to act in the Transvaal in certain eventualities.' When 
under examination he was asked what he intended to convey by 
the phrase ' acting within my rights.' Ultimately he did not 
defend either the expression or the policy, and aooepted reepomi• 
bility for the massing of the troops. 

It being admitted that the force was placed on the fronaer 
under the command of Dr. Jameson with Mr. Rhodes' approval, 
the important point for consideration is, whether any evidence hu 
been furnished to your Committee tending to show that Mr. 
Rhodes was not justified in saying that ' with reference to the 
Jameson raid .... Dr. Jameson went in without my authority.' 

After Mr. Rhodes, Dr. Jameson himself is the principal 
witnees upon this point. At the conclusion of the statement 
which he read to the Committee, Dr. Jameson ea.id, 'I desire to 
state that no telegram, message, or other communication wae at 
any time received by me or any one at Piteani or Mafeking from 
Mr. Rhodes, or any one at Cape Town, directing or authorising 
my force to move to Johannesburg. I acted entirely on my own 
judgment. Major Heany brought me no meesage from Mr. 
Rhodes or any one at Cape Town.' Thie reference to Major 
Heany was, no doubt, made because it had been 1111ggeeted that, 
although that officer purported to be a meuenger sent by the 
Reform Committee at Johannesburg with a verbal meeeage to Dr. 
Jameson requesting him to postpone hie coming. he (Heany) did, 
in fact, carry some instructions from Mr. Rhodes to Dr. Jameson 
in a directly contrary sense. 
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Your Committee had an :opportunity of hearing the evidence 
of Major Heany, who swore that he did not take any meeeage to 
Dr. Jameson except that from Mr. Hammond and certain members 
of the Reform Union with which he had been specially entruet.ed, 
namely, ' to tell Dr. J ameeon under no circumstances to move! 
The witness further said, 'I may fairly say that I had no commu
nication whatever with Mr. Rhodes.' 

The evidence confirms the statement that Dr. J ameeon ' went 
in' at the time he did without the authority of Mr. Rhodes. 

RBBPONSIBILITY OP D1RECroBS OP THB BRITISH SouTH 
AFRICA CoKPANY. 

The remaining point upon Mr. Rhodes' statement is (c) the 
ooncealment of hie views from the Board of Directors of the 
British South Africa Company. 

Mr. Rhodes admitted in hie evidence that he did not com
municate hie 'views' to the Board of Directors of the Company, 
and it is evident that he not only refrained from expressing hie 
opinions, but also carefully abstained from telling the Directors 
anything about hie support of the Johannesburg movement' with 
hie purse and influence,' or about the real use to which the 
Company's forces on the Transvaal border Inight be put in 
certain eventualities. Mr. Rhodes said he did not communicate 
hie plane to hie colleagues, because he ' did not wish to mix any 
one up in it ; ' this policy of secrecy was pursued by him not only 
with the Board of Directors of the Chartered. Company, but also 
with the High Commiesioner, and hie colleagues in the Cape 
Ministry. 

Your Cominittee have heard the evidence of all the Directors 
of the British South Africa Company, who were members of the 
Board at the time of the Jameson raid, with the exception of Lord 
Grey. The evidence of the Duke of Abercom, President, and of 
the Duke of Fife, Lord Gifford, Sir Horace Farquhar, and Mr. 
George Cawston, established the fact that these gentlemen had no 
knowledge that there was any intention in the mind of any person 
that the troops of the Company should be used for any purpose 
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against the South African Republic. On the other hand, it wu 
established that Mr. A. Bait and Mr. J. R. Maguire, Mr. Rhodes' 
proxy under Sub-section 2 of Article 89 of the Company's Deed 
of Settlement, were generally conversant with the objects and 
proceedings of Mr. Rhodes. 

It is necessary to add a few words with reference to Lord 
Grey. Dr. Harris stated in his evidence that he was not prepared 
to say that Lord Grey knew nothing about the 'Jameeon plan,' 
and admitted that he had had conversations with Lord Grey in 
which he might have alluded to it. As Lord Grey is in South 
Africa acting as Administrator of the Chartered Company, and 
therefore unable to give evidence, the Committee are not in a 
position to expre88 any opinion as to his responsibility. 

The ignorance, however, of the Board, as a whole, does not 
exonerate them from their responsibility. The Board were, under 
their Charter, invested with very large authority over an extensive 
territory, and the duty devolved upon them to maintain a due 
111pervision over its administration, not only in respect of the 
commercial interests of the South Africa Company, but also in 
regard to the Imperial relations of the dominion under their 
control. 

The Duke of Abercorn, the President of the Board, stated 
' that Mr. Rhodes had received a power of attorney, giving him 
the fullest power to do precisely what he liked without con
sultation with the Board, and the whole of the administration, 
and everything connected practicu.lly with Rhodesia, was carried 
on by Mr. Rhodes, he simply notifying to the Board what was 
done.' Under these circumstances, the Committee consider that 
the Board, as at present constituted, does not fulfil the objects for 
which it was created, or offer sufficient security against the misuse 
of the powers delegated to the Chartered Company by the Crown. 

RBBPONSIBILITY OP IMPERIAL OPFJCEB8 AND OP THB 

0oLONIAL OPPICB. 

While investigating ' the origin and oircumat.ancee of the 
incursion into the South African Republic,' two important 
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questions have arisen ; first, whether any Imperial officer serving 
the Crown in South Africa had placed himself in a position 
involving direct or indirect responsibility for the policy which 
culminated in the entry of Dr. Jameson's force into the 
Transvaal; and, secondly, whether the Colonial Office officials 
at home had received information that could be assumed to 
convey a warning of the impending incursion. 

The Committee have obtained evidence which enables them to 
answer both these questions decisively. 

IMPERIAL 0PFICBR8 AT THB 0APB. 

With regard to the first question :-at the time of the occur
rences which form the subject of this Inquiry, Lord Rosmead, as 
High Commissioner, waa primarily responsible for the conduct of 
Her Majesty's Government in South Africa, and your Committee 
state, in the most emphatic terms, that there is no evidence what
ever that he had the alight.est knowledge of the plot or of the 
intended use of an armed force within the Transvaal, both of 
which were purpoeely concealed from him. The Committee 
ucertained that the state of Lord Rosmead's health disabled 
him from giving evidence before the Committee ; but they have 
reoeived from him an absolute denial of any auch knowledge on 
his part. In the opinion of your Committee, under most trying 
and difficult oiroumst.ances, the High Commissioner did everything 
that was po88ible to maintain the honour of his country. 

Sir Graham Bower, the Imperial Secretary to the High Com
millioner at Cape Town, and Mr. Newton, the Resident Com
missioner in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, were acquainted 
with the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, ' in certain eventualities,' to 
uae the force stationed on the borders of the Transvaal within the 
Republic itself, and it was clearly their duty to have put the High 
Commi88ioner in possession of the facts. Sir Graham Bower said, 
in his evidence, that he received communications from Mr. Rhodes 
in confidence, and felt bound in honour not to inform the High 
Commi88ioner. Sir G. Bower further added that he ' understood 
that before those troops were used, or any action wu taken, Mr. 
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Rhodee would himeelf make eome communication t.o the Hip 
Commissioner.' 

Mr. Newton admitted, in his e'fidence, ihat although he had 
reoeived definite information 88 t.o the propoeed uae of Dr. 
Jameeon'e foree, he did not, during hia visit t.o Cape Town, ay a 
word t.o the High OommiNioner about it. It appeara, however, 
that prior t.o the Raid, Mr. Newton had serious misgivings u to 
the poaition in which he wu placing himself by hie reticence, and 
that he talked to Mr. Rhodea and Sir G. Bower as t.o the propriety 
of informing the High Commissioner; unfortunately, however, 
Mr. Newton allowed him.self t.o be persuaded. by Mr. Rhodea that 
to do 10 would be premature, 88 ' it wae very doubtful whether 
anything was going t.o happen,' and beca11118 'he led him to believe 
that the Imperial authoritiee would not be avene t.o any mov. 
ment in Johanneaburg.' 

CoJ.ONIAL On1CB KNowLBOOB. 

With regard t.o the eeoond question, namely, whether the 
Colonial Office officiala at home had received information that 
could be 888Ullled t.o convey a warning of the impending in
curaion:-

Your Committee anawer this queetion decisively in the nega
tive. Nothing in the course of the inquiry indicating that the 
Colonial Office had received, either directly or indirectly, any 
information on the BUbject of the Jameson plan was forthooming 
until Dr. R. Harris, while giving in hie evidenoe a deecription of 
an interview he had had at the Colonial Office on the BUbjeot. of 
the transfer of the Bechuanaland Protect.orate to the Company, 
said: ' It was present to my mind that, in the event of a rising ai 
Johannesburg, :Mr. Rhodes wished t.o be in a position t.o render 
auistance with the police forces of the British South Alma 
Company, should certain eventualities arise. I made no explicit 
statement t.o that effect, but I referred t.o the unrest at Johanne. 
burg, and added a guarded allusion to the desirability of there 
being a polioe force near the border. Mr. Chamberlain at onoe 
demurred t.o the turn the conversation had t.aken. I Dtmlr 
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Teferred to the subject again at that or at either of two aubeequent 
interviews I had with Mr. Chamberlain.' 

Immediately after hearing this evidence of Dr. Harris, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies tendered himself as a witneae, 
and stated what took place at the interview in question between 
himself, certain officials of the Colonial Office, and representatives 
-of the British South Mrioa Company with reference to the pro
poeed transfer of the Protectorate, and concluded by atating: 'I 
desire to say in the most explicit manner that I had not then, and 
that I never had any knowledge, or, until, I think it was the 
day before the actual raid took place, the alighteet supioion of 
anything in the nature of a hostile or armed invasion of the 
Transvaal. The gentlemen who were my colleagues in office, 
Lord Selbome, tbe Under Secretary of State, and Sir Robert 
Meade, will be ready to speak for themselves. Mr. Fairfield ie 
dead, and the public service has lost a moat honourable, loyal 
devoted, and able public servant; but I say, from communications 
which I have had with Mr. Fairfield and with the other gentle
men named, I am convinced that they had no more 11UBpicion than 
I had myself.' 

Dr. Harris was subsequently further examined, and in the 
~une of his evidence alluaiona were made to certain telegrams 
which had passed between himself, when in England, and Mr. 
Rhodes in South Mrioa, and nee cer84, from July to November, 
1896. Dr. Harris declined either to put in these telegrams or t.o 
:authorise the Eastem Telegraph Company to produoe them. The 
Eastem Telegraph Company, over whoee cables the telegrams in 
question had passed, were thereupon ordered by the Committee t.o 
produce copies of any telegrams in their poeeeeaion pa.eaing 
between Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Harris, between the 27th July and 
the 30th November, 1896. 

On being se"ed with thia order, the Manager of the Telegraph 
Company attended the Committee, and declined to produce any 
telegram• which were in their po88888ion, upon the ground that, 
by the terms of the International Convention, by which the 
Company were bound, the Company were prohibited from pro-
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ducing the copies of any telegrams, except with the consent of 
the senders or receivers. The Committee, after hearing counsel 
on behalf of the Telegraph Company in eupport of this objection, 
decided that the order of the Committee must be obeyed and the 
telegrams produced. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Committee, the telegrams 
which had passed between the parties from the 1st November 
onwards were produced, the telegrams prior to that date having 
been destroyed in the ordinary course of buainese. 

It was given in evidence by Mr. Hawksley that in February, 
1896, he went, after obtaining the authority of Mr. Rhodes, to see 
Mr. Fairfield at the Colonial Office, and informed him that com
munications by telegraph had paSlled between London and Cape 
Town, which had been uaed to support Mr. Rhodes' action in 
South Africa. 

On receipt of this communication, Mr. Fairfield, at the request 
of Mr. Chamberlain, asked Mr. Hawksley for copies, but the 
request was not complied with at the time, and the matter 
dropped. 

But in June, 1896, in compliance with a further request from 
Mr. Chamberlain, a copy was sent to the Colonial Office for 
' confidential perusal and return,' and was accordingly returned to 
Mr. Hawksley, who admitted that he retained it in hie possession. 

The Committee called upon him to produce the telegrams, but 
he declined to do so, and relied upon Mr. Rhodes' objection to 
their production when under examination. The Committee in
formed Mr. Hawksley that their order must be obeyed ; he 
persisted, however, in declining to produce the copy of the 
telegrams, and said: 'Mr. Rhodes adheres to the decision he 
maintained when he was before the Committee in the early part 
of this year ; and, with very great respect, I need not say I still 
feel that my duty compels me to act upon the instructions I have 
received from Mr. Rhodes.' 

Thereupon ?rfr. Chamberlain made a further statement with 
reference to the production of the telegrams and their general 
purport. 
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With regard to the number of the telegrams produced to the 
Colonial Office by Mr. Hawksley, Mr. Chamberlain said: 'I know 
for instance that most, I do not think all, but most of the tele
grams which have been already published were included in them, 
and there were, I know, some telegrams which were sent before 
the time with which these telegrams deal ; but I do not think 
there could have been very many of them, because I was away 
abroad the greater part of the time, and no interviews of any sort 
were taking place, except between the Chartered Company and 
the Chiefs (they were negotiating in my absence), and it was not 
until I returned that the negotiations began again.' 

It would seem, therefore, that most of the telegrams included 
in the copy sent to the Colonial Office have been obtained by you?' 
Committee from the Eastern Telegraph Company. With regard 
to the contents of the telegrams sent to the Colonial Office, but 
not produced by the Eastern Telegraph Company, Mr. Chamber
lain said: 'Generally . . . . those that were not produced are 
very similar in character to those that have been produced.' 

In this further statement Mr. Chamberlain intimated that 
there was nothing in the evidence which he had heard since he 
first appeared as a witness, nor in the telegrams produced to the 
Committee, nor in those which he had seen at the Colonial Office, 
which caused him in any way to modify or qualify the statement 
he made that he had no foreknowledge of the raid nor of the 
preparations for the raid, and had given no approval to it. 

The Earl of Selborne (Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies) also attended the Committee and gave similar evidence. 
He said : ' The fact remains that from no quarter did the Colonial 
Office receive any warning;' and with reference to Mr. Fairfield 
he added, ' I have spoken of my constant communications with 
him (Mr. Fairfield) in the autumn of 1896 prior to the Raid ; 
after the Raid, and until he was seized with hie fatal illness in the 
autumn of 1896, we repeatedly discussed together the events of 
the previous year, sometimes alone, but very often with Sir 
Robert Meade, and I am absolutely convinced of the fact that he 
had no suspicion of the plan of Dr. Jameson.' 
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Your Oommittee fully aooept the etatementa of '1le Secretary 
of State for the Colonies and of the Under Secret.ary, and entirely 
exonerate the officials of the Colonial Oftice of having been in any 
881188 cognisant of the plans which led up to the incursion of Dr. 
lameaon'e force into the South African Republio. 

It is clear from the evidenoe of Mr. Hawbley, and hia letter 
of 6th February, 1896, that the telegram.a in question conveyed 
the impreuion that the action of Mr. Rhodes was known and 
approved at the Colonial Oftice. 

The fact that Mr. Rhodes (after having authorised that they 
ahould be shown. to Mr. Ohamberlain) has refuaed to allow them 
to be produced before the Committee, leads to the conolusion that 
he is aware that any statement.a purporting to implicate the 
Colonial Oftice contained in them were unfounded, and the WI& 

made of them in npport of his action in South Africa wu not 
jutmed. 

The Committee also made an order on the Eastern Telegraph 
Company for the production of certain telegrams which had 
paued between Miss Flora Shaw and Mr. Rhodes on_ the subject. 
of the incursion. These telegrams were produced, and Miaa Shaw 
wu eumined as to their general purport and the meaning of 
oertain statement.a and references contained in them. 

Your Committee were satisfied that the statement.a and refer
ences contained therein, and referring to the nggested lmowledp 
of the Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Office, had no justifica
tion ; indeed, Mi88 Shaw stated that she ' never at any time gave 
the Colonial Office any information about the Plan,' and 'never at 
any time received any information from the Colonial Office about 
the Plan.' 

The Committee also endeavoured to obtain from Dr. Harris an 
explanation of the telegram.a sent by him to Miss Shaw on Mr. 
Rhodes' account, but the summons of the Committee did not reach 
Dr. Harris, as he had gone abroad and his addresa oould not be 
obtained. 
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DtSOBBDIBNCB TO OBDBR TO PRODUCB CoPY TBLEORAIIS. 

The Committee feel it to be their -duty to report the refual 
of Mr. Hawksley, acting on Mr. Rhodee' instructions, to produce 

. die copy of the telegrams which was shown to Mr. Chamberlain 
ud is referred to above. 

Mr. Hawksley was required on 26th May, 1897, to produce 
thoee telegrams, and after telegraphing to Mr. Rhodee, and 
receiving no reply, declined to do so on the ground that he 
regarded himself as bound by his previous instructions. 

The question having been raised as to whether Mr. Hawksley 
waa entitled as solicitor to refuse the production of the telegrams, 
which it was admitted Mr. Rhodes himself could have been 
compelled to produce, the Committee heard counsel in BUpport 
of the objection, but decided that the ground raised was no 
juatification, and ordered Mr. Hawksley to produce them. Mr. 
Hawksley replied that ' Mr. Rhodes adheres to his decision to 
refuse the production of the telegrams,' and Mr. Hawksley still 
declined to produce them. 

It became necessary, therefore, for the Committee to consider 
the course which they should pW'8ue. It cannot reasonably be 
doubted, having regard to the use already made of these tele
grams, that they would have been produced to your Committee 
if their contents could in any way have relieved either Mr. 
Rhodes or his BUbordinates from the responsibility now attaching 
to them. Your Committee deemed that the consideration of 
their Report should not be delayed on account of the non
production of these telegrams by the pereon principally interested 
in their publication ; nor did they think that a knowledge of the 
t.elegrams was in any way essential to the completion of their 
inquiry. On the other hand, the telegrams could not have been 
obtained without great delay. The person against whom pro
ceedings ahould properly have been taken to compel their pro
duction was, in the opinion of your Committee, not Mr. Hawksley, 
but Mr. Rhodea, by whose order they were withheld. Mr. 
Rhodes was in South Africa ; and io have delayed until his 
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presence could have been procured, would have involved such a 
1088 of time as would have made it impossible to report upon the 
Raid during the present Session of Parliament, a matter which 
appeared to your Committee, in the interests of South Africa, of 

. such urgent and primary importance, that all other considerationa 
must yield to it. They, therefore, determined to close the 
evidence, in order that they might report to the Home on the 
Raid before the end of the Se88ion. 

The same reasons prevented them from delaying until Earl 
Grey could be summoned as a witness. 

THE RAID AND STOCK•JOBBl:NO MOTIVES. 

Suggestions have been made by questions to witnesses and 
otherwise that certain persons who were intimately connected 
with this matter, notably Mr. A. Beit, Mr. Lionel Phillips, and 
Dr. Rutherfoord Harris, embarked in the proceedings which 
resulted in the Raid for stock-jobbing purposes. Your Committee 
feel that in justice they ought to say that no evidence in support 
of 1uch a charge has been produced, and they hold that the 
charge i1 entirely without foundation. 

0oNCLUSIOKS. 

Your Committee now proceed to sum up the results of their 
inquiry. 

I. Great discontent had, for some time previous to the 
incursion, existed in Johannesburg, arising from the grievancee 
of the Uitlanders. 

II. Mr. Rhodes occupied a great position in South Africa; 
he was Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, and, beyond all other 
persons, should have been careful to abstain from such a coune 
of action as that which he adopted. As Managing Director of 
the British South Africa Company, as Director of the De Been 
Consolidated Mines and the Goldfielda of South Africa, Mr. 
Rhodes controlled a great combination of interests; he used hie 
position and those interests to promote and assist his policy. 

What.ever justification there might have been for action on 
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the part of the people of Johannesburg, there was none for the 
conduct of a person in Mr. Rhodes' position, in subsidising, 
organizing, and stimulating an armed insurrection against the 
Government of the South African Republic, and employing the 
forces and resources of the Chartered Company to support such 
a revolution. He seriously embarrassed both the Imperial and 
Colonial Governments, and his proceedings resulted in the 
invasion of the territory of a State which was in friendly 
relations with Her Majesty, in breach of the obligation to respect 
the right to self-government of the South African Republic under 
the Conventions between Her Majesty and that State. Although 
Dr. Jameson' 'went in' without Mr. Rhodes' authority, it was 
always part of the plan that these forces should be used in the 
Transvaal in support of an insurrection. Nothing could justify 
auch a uee of such a force, and Mr. Rhodes' heavy responsibility 
remains, although Dr. Jameson at the last moment invaded the 
Transvaal without hie direct sanction. 

III. Such a policy once embarked upon inevitably involved 
Mr. Rhodes in grave breaches of duty to those to whom he owed 
allegiance. He deceived the High Commissioner representing the 
Imperial Government, he concealed his views from his colleagues 
in the Colonial Ministry and from the Board of the British South 
Africa Company, and led hie subordinat~s to believe that hie 
plans were approved by his superiors. 

IV. Your Committee have heard the evidence of all the 
Directors of the British South Africa Company, with the excep
tion of Lord Grey. Of thot1e who were examined, Mr. Deit 
and Mr. Maguire alone had cognumnce of Mr. Rhodes' plans. 
Mr. Beit played a prominent part in the negotiations with the 
Reform Union; he contributed large sums of money to the 
revolutionary movement, and must share full respouHibility for 
the cont1equencee. 

V. There is not the slightest evidence that the late High 
Commissioner in South Africa, Lord Rosmead, was made 
acquainted with Mr. Rhodes' plane. The evidence, on the con
trary, shows that there was a conspiracy to keep all information 
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on the subject from him. The Committee must, however, uprea 
a strong opinion upon the oonduct of Sir Graham Bower, who 
was guilty of a grave dereliction of duty in not communicating 
to the High Commissioner the information whioh had come to hia 
knowledge. Mr. Newton failed in his duty in a like manner. 

VI. Neither the Secret.ary of State for the Colonies nor any of 
the officials of the Colonial Offioe received any information which 
made them, or should have made them or any of them, aware of 
the plot during it.s development. 

VII. Finally, your Committee desire to put on record an 
absolute and unqualified condemnation of the Raid and of the 
plans which made it possible. The result caused for the time 
being grave injury to British influence in South Africa. Public 
oonndence was shaken, race feeling embittered, and eerioua 
difficulties were created with neighbouring States. 

P~n.T II. 
As regards the second part of the Inquiry, relating to the 

Administration of the British South Africa Company, your 
Committee have received from the Colonial Office a Report by 
Sir Richard Martin, Commandant-General, and Deputy Com
missioner in Rhodesia. 

The Board of the Chartered Company desired an opportunity 
of examining and replying to that Report, but their answer has 
not yet been received by the Committee. 

This part of the inquiry would require a lengthened inves
tigation, which it would be impossible to deal with at this period 
of the Session. This, however, should not in the opinion of the 
Committee affect any action which the Executive Government 
may deem immediately necessary under the circumstances. 

13 July, 1897. 
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