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NATIVE EDUCATION: THE ORTHOGRAPHY OF XHOSA . 

. ·\11 aimo1111cemcnt, in rcgnrd tu the adoption of a rc,·iscd 
orthography of Xo;;n wns published in the CAZETTE of tl_w 2:J~·d 
~ovomher. I n:rn. The following details uf the c-hang-es winch will 
he effected ,uo published for general informat.ion. 

(I) The letter " h " will replace the diacritic at. present used to 
express aspirntion, or the voicing of nasalised clicks. 

r,xnmples . tt'•t:1, ip('•pa, ik;'tla, X('>sa ; mc:1, inqftyi (n water 
pot), inx<>Wa, 

will become thct-lia, iphepha, ikhala, Xhosa; incha, i11qha_vi, 
inxhowa .. 

(2) A new symbol "f" will he imbstituted for "sh " ns fou11rl 
in the present ort-hography. Thus, flhush11 and shuk11mn will 
become f11J11 ancl fuk11ma. 

Tt. is to he not.cd that "tsh '' aspirated will he writt.ctt " t.fh ", 
and nnaspiratcd. "t.f •·. Thus 11mtshilyclo, omh1h;'1 will hc-romP
umtfha~·clo. omtfha ; hut entshn, hecomci:; entfa. 

It. will be found that, "If'' is almost alway1-1 aspirated, cxrept, 
nft.rr "n ·•: after this let.t.t•r it. is rw,·cr nflpirnt.c<l in Xhos11. 

(:{) The let.tor ·' I, " is at present, used to rept·esm1t t.wo 1:1011mJF,, 

a11 implosive sound, e.g., het.'1, allCI (wit.h a. diacritic) an explosin1 
l'lo11nd, e.g., ibtl!lga. The explosive so11n<i will now he represented 
by" b" without t.hc diucritic. Thus iht111ga, isihi111xn will be written 
ihunga, isibanxn. For the implosive sound, 1i new symbol " 6" 
will he used. Thus het:'t, basa (to light, a tire) will he written 
6etha and 6a:-a. 

(4) The letter'' r "a::; at present 11st~d stanch, for a variety uf sound~, 
VlZ. : 

(a) the Englbh rolled "r ", e.g., u~-Jaria, irayirayi; 
(b) a guttural sonncl as foun<l in Afrikaans words such a8 " gee ", 

e.g., iramba, ukurahi: 
(c) an ejective guttural sound, e.g., irele, ure6e; 
(d) the voiced guttural. This is represented hy ·' rh ", e.g., 

uknrhenya. and irhonya. 
The letter .. r " will now he used for t,he first of these soundR 

only : and the others will he expreRsed hy " 1' ", " kr " and " gr ". 
1<:xamples: ui\iaria, imyirayi; iramba, 11k11rala : ikrcl", ukre6f' ; 
igrnnya, uk ngrC'nyn. 

(r1) \Vhen 11eeessary for clean1es:-; and to prevent a111 higuit.v, 
long \~owel _sounds arc !o be shown by doubling the vowel. The 
followmg will be the fehief types of words where the double vowel 
will be necessary :-

(a.) vVhere in the plural of nouns of the third clai;s " z " has been 
drop~ed. Thus t~e plural will be clearly distinguished from 
tl~e smgulur, e.g., mta6a (singular) iintn6a (plural), ngencllela 
(smgular) ngeendlela (plural). 
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J<'nrther, ns the abbreviutcd prefix •• in '' ("" im •·, "i '') 
for " izin " (" izim ", " izi ") is a !Ro found in non ns of t.hc 
fifth cJass, such 11011ns will also i-how the double \·owel. 
e.g., iimbnmbo (1;bs) and iinclongu (walls). 

(h) In the plurals of nouns of class (l) (a), when these arc used 
with tho possessive or a preposition, e.g .. izindlu zonyana 
and izindl11 zoon_vnnn, sihlangene no6awo nnd sihlnngcnc 
11006awo. • 
Plurals of nou11s of this su b-clasH should t hcreforc regularly 
he written with a. double " o ". 

(r.) The following demonstrati,·cs :-
(1.) Th t " I " l • " I " • J J I . e presen, o w ion mcamng t, rnt w1 a wuys 

be written " loo " ; the present " la " when meaning 
" that yonder " wm always be written " laa ". The 
forms which will require the double vowc-1 arc forms 
used with nouns of classes (1), (3), (6) singular, and (2) 
and (6) plural : e.g., loo mntu, loo ndln, loo rnti, loo 
mahn8hc, loo miti (the demonstrative in ench of these 
<·nsct1 meaning "t.hnt-" or "t,hOR<' ") : Inn mnt,u, hrn 
nclln, lna mti: Ina mahashe, Inn miti. • (The demonstra
tive in encli of t,lwse cases men ns " that vonrler " or 
"t,hosc yonder".) •• 

(ii) The t.hre<' clemont1t,mtiYcs for t-h<' lirRt clm,s plura I 
meaning " these ", " Uwse ", " those yonder ·• will 
IH~ w1·it.ten "an.611 ", "na6o" nnd "aa6nn" (or c\R6R~'A), 

('!.~.: 

aa6a 6n.ntu (these people) : 
na6o 6nntu (those people) ; 
aa6na 6antu (those people _youder). 

(iii) The demonstrative copulas (.McLaren's adverbial 
demonHtrath 7 cs) will have all forms singular and J)lural 
r. except " mmku ", class (l) singular and " nantsi ", 
class (3) singular) written with a double "a", e.g., 
nnasi isitya; naa6o u6oya ; nna6n.,va a6ahamhi. 

(d) ln certain stems of nom1r- and V<'rhs where ambiguity arises, 
e.g., compare :-

umphunga (steam) and umphuunga (lung) ; 
uku6n (t.o he) and ukuu6a (to steal). 

(6) Tone will be marked only when this is necesf.:!ary t,o avoirl 
ambiguity. For example, the word ititnga may mean a pumpkin. 
a thigh or mountain veld. The first, two of these can be distinguisherl 
only by means of tone marks, and will, therefore, be written 
ithang 1a (a pumpkin), the downward strok<' before the "a'' of 
t,he last syllable indicating a relatively low tone ; and ithang 1n 
(thigh), the upward stroke before the " a " of the last syJlable 
indicating relatively high tone. Similarly, umz 1i (a kraal) and 
umz 1i (a rush). 

(7) In regard to word division, t,he following will be the change:,: 
from the present usage :-

(a) Demonstratives wiH always be separated from their nouns, 
e.g., lo mntu, aa6a 6antu, le nto; 



'' "I '') ·11 1,,. ,·, .,-..t•1.1,·1r,ltt• word. t' .. C (I>) " kwa • (meaning a :,:o w1 ~ 

kwn _vena, kwa no6nwo: 
(Notc.-,Vlien it. is cmbo1liNl i11 a pn~dicati,·c form. it will 

not., howon.'r, hc> s<'parakd. t•.g., ikwnngu_n~. 11kwal1111-
gile.) 

(c) .. njcnga " (like) and •• nga11ga .. (a: gn-:at, a:-;) will ht• \~Ti! tell 
"nje nga" nncl '· 11ga ngn ", e.g., unah 1:•ng,\ ngt~pont.1; into 
enje ngemvnln ; knnga ngokuha : nga ngolrndc : 

(d) •· nge" as an auxiliary vcrh will he written :;cparat<'l_v, e.g., 
))(TC nditrhilo • ))(TC ninua ham hn ll!!H. 0 ' , ~ ~ .__ 

(Notc.-'J'he verb ngn meaning " to seem ", .. to w~s!1 ,. , 
will continue to be writt<'n separately. 'fh<' aux1hnry 
particle ngn meaning "can", "woukl ", will as at 
present. be joined to t-he main ,·crb following, e.g. : 

Wanga uynfo ; mlinga ndingarnGona ; ningnhamhn ; 
ndingnlitcngn ttku6a ndincmali.) 

(r) 11k116a. uku,·a and ulrnza. wlrnt.hcr 11:,;ccl n:--1111xili11r.v or aH 

principal v~;rb$ arc to he writ,f.cn :-;cparutcly, t•.g. : 

wa6n ng11rnnt11 : 6C' ndilnmhil<': ndiz<• apha 11ku11i601w ; 
~f" nihambc; le ndlu izn kuwa ; siya <'VPnldl«'ni ; 11yf1 

h11mb11 : nclayC" ndim6onil<'. 
111 some cases fu:-;ion of vowels will 111alw t-hh, impc1s~ihl<'. 0.g., 
P60fona, ndiycva. 

(/) The nuxiliary verbs ma. :,1C'lc (wit.Ii its t·o111radio11s sel' and 
sc), and khn (khc) have hit.lwrto hccn written wit.h f he 
principal Yerb. For greater clcarne:;s, t.hcy ,viii now l)(' 
separated ; e.g., ma ndiyc, mn kaye; iscl' ifikile, 6asr. 
6cfikile (se 6efikile) ; ndikhe ndiyc (khc n<liyc) : khn uye. 

The auxiliary verbs scle (se) ancl khu (khc) arc to lw 
distinguished from the auxiliary particles Rn. (so) meaning 
" still ", and ka meaning " yet ". These are mer<• inl4crtion:-; 
in a predicative form, and have no effect on const.ruct,io11 ; 
e.g., ndisaya ; ndisekho ; nndikayi. 

(y) The interrogative particles " na, " aud " ni ", the vocative 
particle " ndiru " an<l the particle " k<' " are to be written 
separately, e.g., Ngu6ani na lo ? Uthi ni ? Buthi ni na '! 
Ke ka]oku ke. Hamhn.ni ke. Mfo ndini. :\lfozi ndini. 

(Note..-" Ni•· prf"cecled by a prepositfon will not hP 
Heparated, e.g., Ninani koclwa? 

(h) Proper notmi-. Th<' first letter of the root, of i<11r!li noun;; 
will bA a capital letter, and no hyphen will b<' nsr.d t.o join 
t-he article, t.l,e locative prefix or propositions to t.hesP 
nouns, e.g., Akukho mXhosa apha. Andikavi cQon<'<'. 
KweyeNkanga inyanga. • 

(i) Words with reduplicated stems will have the elements separat
ed by a hyphen, e.g., uku6etha-6ethana, imicimbi-cimbi. 

(j ) The elisioi1 of a vowel will be shown in the usual wav bv 
means of an apostrophe, e.g., usel' efikile; ufumnn' es'uza··; 
fanel' uku6a (fan' uku6a). 
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(8) ThP follow111g ar<' t:hc forrns whir.h will hf' 11"'1:'d for the OAW 
i,;ymhol~ :-

ln .Print. Cur"in:. 

Pre~enl, ,, .sli " r (1m1c11l) f (small) 
J 

'f ~ (capital) ( c:a pita I) 

Present " b " 6 (small) 
-ft (small) 

E (c:apital) 
'-f6 (cnpital) 

Present. " r " 1' 
I (:mrnll) r· (small) 

T (capital) (capital) 

-
Printed by CAPE TUfEi., 1',TD., KEERO:\t ST., CAPF. TOW'N.--U.o:!34. 
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