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DURNFORD. 

(From "The Cape Argus," April 15th, 18'19.) 

Hix best I love.of that bright band 
Whose bones lie white on Zululand; 
Where "in one place" they fought, they fell, 
They died ! my England, mark it well ! 

Brave, cheery voice I I hear it now; 
As when, with battle on his brow, 
Along the shining line he passed, 
Death-doomed, yet steady to the last. 

When 'midst the dying and the dead, 
The colours from his charge he sped ; 
Stainless was every silken fold, 
U nsoilcd the crimson and the gold. 

He knew the charge his sovereign gave, 
Good glorious queen I that bold and brave, 
Yet just and gentle, must be those 
Who bear her standard 'midst her foes. 

'Twas no command to disobey 
With tongue in cheek when far a\'my. 
Sword, flag, commission, evermore 
With Christian chivalry be bore. 
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vi DURNFORD. 

Not his to catch, in savage feud, 
The savage spirit, murderous mood. 
A soldier I prompt at duty's nod; 
But leaving vengeance unto God I 

Not his vain vaunts of martial might, 
Nor coarse, base brag of blood-steeped spite; 
Nor heightened phrase, to darken foes 
Whom Britain bids her sons oppose. 

He preached not " war at any price," 
He practised high self-sacrifice ; 
He fought, "obedient unto. death," 
And now he fears no censor's breath. 

Briton and native, sleep they well, 
Where, 'midst their swarming foes they fell; 
Where weird Sandhlwana lifts his hand,* 
For silence, o'er the awful land. 

And 'midst the names that drift along 
The golden tide of fame and song, 
Seek DoRSFORo's. In the troubled van 
Of peace and right, he died for man ! 

T. W. SWIP'l'. 

Wynb,rg Pa.r1011age. 

• Sandhlwana is said to moan tho "Little Hand" mountain. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

Tms story was written in 1875, when all the events 

of which it tells were fresh in my mind. While 

writing it I intended it for immediate publication, but 

by the time it was finished I began to feel great 

doubt as to whether he in whose honour it was chiefly 

written would like to see so much about himself 

in print. Finally I made up my mind to send my 

manuscript to "my Chief," and ask him to read it, 

and to giye me leave to publish it. I knew that, at 

least, he would give it his full attention, and would 

not unnecessarily nip a young author's early efforts in 

the bud. 

In due time the manuscript came back to me, 

with the evidence of having been carefully perused in 
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viii AUTHOR'S PREF.A.OE. 

the numerous pencil-scores in the Colonel's hand­

writing which appeared upon its pages. There were 

various slight corrections of details of our expedition 

which he remembered more accurately than I. A few 

remarks of his own which I had quoted were struck 

out, and some suggestious for better-turned sentences 

written here and there upon the margin. 

Besides this, however, he had, through the first 

few chapters, marked for omission every sentence in 

praise of or personal to himself, evidently trying to 

bring my book into a shape in which it might be at 

once laid before the public. 

But he must soon have found that, were all 

p~rsonal to himself cut out, the mangled remains of 

my story would be worthless indeed, and his final 

decision was contained in these words : "My dear 

boy, publish your book when I am dead and gone if 

you like ; but not before." 

He told me, however, that the facts of my story 

were correct, and that it might do good for some 

of them (concerning the Putini tribe, etc.) to be made 

public. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFAOE. lX 

And now that, alas ! the day of which he spoke 

has come, and he is gone, I have taken out the old 

manuscript again, and with the addition of a few 

notes, referring to his glorious death at lsandhlwana, 

I la.y before the public what is but a poor tribute 

of affection and respect from the humblest of his 

friends to one whose truly Christian life was as much 

honoured by those who came within its influence, as 

his heroic death by the world at large. 

ATHERTON WYLDE. 

.... 
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MY CHIEF AND I. 

CHAPTER I. 

MY EARLY STORY. 

"MY Chief and I I "-such is the title which I have 

chosen to give to my tale, although it is of my Chief 

principally that I shall speak, reserving to myself 

the post of chronicler, and speaking of myself only 

so far as is necessary in describing that part of his 

life which has been brought into contact with mine. 

Yet to accomplish this, some slight account of my­

self must be laid before the public, and with this 

I will begin before passmg on to more interesting 

subjects. 

My name is Atherton Wylde, and I am still a 

comparatively young man,-young at least in years, 
B 
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2 MY CHIEF .d.ND I. 

although perhaps in little else. Fifteen years ago 

I was a subaltern of engineers, and went out to 

Gibraltar to serve under him whom I have since 

learnt to call my Chief, then Captain Durnford, of 

the Royal Engineers. 

,v ell do I remember him as he was when I, wild 

in nature as in name, first came under his command. 

Gallant soldier ! kind and courteous gentleman I 

There was not one amongst us,-officer or man,-who 

would not have followed him to certain death, or have 

gladly died in his defence, for we all loved as well as 

respected him. I might fill many pages with stories 

which would prove how well he earned our affection, 

what thoughtful care he exercised over our welfare, 

how kind, firm, and judicious was his treatment of 

us, so that never did one of his men fear to go to 

him for advice or help, nor dare to face him with 

a guilty conscience. 'When he took his final leave 

of them upon the parade-ground at Gibraltar amongst 

one hundred and twenty stalwart hardy soldiers, all 

admirably disciplined, fearless men, there was not,­

no I I do not think I speak beyond the fact when I 

Digitized by Google 



MY EARLY STORY. 3 

say that there was not a single one whose eyes were 

dry. I think it no shame to my Chief to acknow­

ledge that upon that da.y he himself was no stern 

unmovetl exception to the general rule. I parted 

from him then, and <lid not think ever to serve under 

him again. Had not unkind fate removeJ me from 

beneath his influence I think that my own story 

would have been n different and ·a worthier one ; 

for my desire to please him, and my dread 

of his displeasure were so great that, reckless 

youngster though I was, I never seriously offended 

while I was with him. From the time that he left 

us, however, my down ward course began. I was an 

only son, nnd, much indulged. I had never known 

what it was to deny myself, or to be denied, in any­

thing. My subsequent course of folly sprung less 

from vicious inclinations than from a gay and happy 

temperament, which combined an immense capacity 

and desire for pleasure, with an absolute lack of self­

restraint, either natural or acquired. Thus much I 

may say m my own excuse, though I fear that it is 

hardly worth recording. 
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4 MY CHIEF AND I. 

It is not necessary to enter _i~o a detailed account 

of the idle, dissipated life into ¥hich I plunged as 

soon as ever my captain's restraining influence was 

removed. The course, through every phase of folly 

into the deeper shades of vice, has been too often 

depicted, and is too well known to many, to need 

recapitulation here. It is enough for my purpose to 

state that not many years had passed over my head 

before I found. myself a ruined man, without fortune, 

career, or friends worthy the name. My father had 

been both rich and liberal towards me when he first 

started me in life, and for some time my heavy 

demands upon his mcome were met without a 

murmur. But Fortunatus's purse alone could have 

held out against my wild extravagance. The day 

came when I received warnings and remonstrances 

along with the remittances; and then, a little later on, 

the latter failed entirely. Finally, I was obliged to 

leave the army, an<l returned home a disgraced 

and ruined man, to my well-nigh heartbroken 

father. 

During the next few idle and miserable months it 
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MY EARLY STORY. 5 

seemed to me that I had awakened from an insane 

dream. All that I might have been, all that I had 

forfeited by my own folly, rose daily before my 

mind's eye, contrasted with the degradation to which 

I had sunk, until I could endure the quiet inactive 

life that I was leading no longer, and determined to 

try that last resource for the dcsperatc,-a life in one 

of the colonies. I think that my relatives, with the 

exception of my poor father, were glad to get rid 

of me, and wished above all things that I should hide 

in a foreign land the disgrace which ·my misconduct 

had brought upon the family. Accordingly I was 

sent out to Natal, where I was to make my own way 

as well as I could. 

I imagined that when I landed in Durban the 

colony contained no more desperate and reckless man 

than I. Life, without the respect of those around 

me, without self-rcspect,-to the loss of which I had 

but lately become so keenly alive,-without position, 

fortune, all that had made it desirable, was worthless 

to me. I was ripe for nny mischief, and in a fair 

way to end my days at the lowest stage of humanity; 
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6 MY CHIEF .AND I. 

when, providentially for me, I met once more with 

my old captain (now lieutenant-colonel), and was 

saved by him from, and in spite of, myself. 

One day early in 187 4 I was strolling aimlessly 

down _West Street, Durban, brooding over my gloomy 

prospects. ln my depressed state of mind I had 

lacked spirit to seek for employment which, naturally 

enough, had not come out of its way to seek me. I 

had that day changed my last five-pound note and 

did not know where to look for another when that 

should be spent. In fact it was my darkest hour, 

and rightly so, for it was the hour before dawn to 

me, the dawn of a better and more useful life than 

_any I had ever led before. 

On what small chances our futures seem to hang I 

Since I had been in Natal I had carefully avoided any 

meeting with men of my own cloth, not so much from 

any fear of recognition as from what was, let me hope, 

a feeling of honest shame and compunction. Accord­

ingly, upon this bright summer morning, I was list­

lessly watching the stream of people of many nations, 

English, Dutch, Indians, and Africans, etc., who passed 
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MY EARLY STORY. 7 

me by, and wondering the while whether amongst 

them all there was one single individual so absolutely 

friendless and hopeless as I, when I observed two 

infantry officers in uniform walking up the street 

towards me. I immediately crossed over to the other 

side of the road in order to avoid them. I looked 

back at them as I went, however, and consequently 

I did not observe that, in escaping from two men 

whom I did not know, and who would not have 

taken any notice of me, I was placing myself imme­

diately under the observation of just the one man 

in the colony whom I most desired to avoid. Y cs I 

I knew that my old captain was in Natal, in the 

double capacity of commanding officer of engineers 

and colonial engineer. It was not long since the 

disastrous affair at the Bushman's River Pass, where 

he was wounded; and, knowing him of old as I did, 

I could appreciate at their true value the accounts 

of his conduct at that time, with which the colony 

was filJed when I reached it. I could picture to 

myself his gallant behaviour, and wl1ile I longed to 

have been at his side, fighting with and for him, 
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8 MY CHIEF AND I. 

upon that day, so that the honour of standing by him 

should not have been left, ns indeed it almost was, 

to the few black soldiers of his force alone ; yet I 

did not feel myself worthy of his notice now, and 

dared not present myself before his gaze m my 

present degraded situation. Consequently I had 

given Colonel Durnford no hint of my existence, 

and now the meeting between us came unsought. 

Looking behind me as I walked, I took no heed 

to my steps until I ran against an advancing figure, 

and turned to apologise. My apologies were re­

doubled as I observed the injured arm carried in 

a sling, and then, one moment later, I knew who 

it was. Great as was the change wrought by suffer­

ing and illness on my former captain's appearance, 

it was undoubtedly he. Strong and broad was his 

tall upright figure when I saw him last, one to whom 

fatigue and illness were almost unknown words. 

Now he was but the shadow of his former self, and 

yet there was no mistaking him; I fairly quailed 

before the searching glance of those steady eyes, 

and felt as though a frown upon the pale worn face 
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MY EARLY STORY. 9 

would annihilate me. I would have left him with 

the words of apology upon my lips and have 

escaped-anywhere to be out of his sight. But 

he was too quick for me, and had recognised me at 

once. 

"Wliat t Wylde 1 Atherton \Vylde 1 Surely I 

am not mistaken I " he exclaimed,· holding out his 

hand to me. 

I could not choose but take it, although the 

kindly tones of the well-remembered voice caused 

me to tremble as I trust no fear could make me 

do. cc Yes, I am Atherton \Vylde," I replied in 

somewhat unsteady tones. " I hardly thought 

that you would have recognised me now, Colonel 

Durnford." 

"I do not forget old friends so easily," was his 

reply, while I felt that he was studying my downcast 

countenance to some purpose, and would fain have 

hidden it from his view. 

" What brings you to Natal, Atherton 1 " he 

inquired presently, in rather altered tones; cc What 

are you doing here 1 " I had been a favourite with 
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10 MY OHIEF AND I. 

my captain of old, and it seemed to me now that he 

had not quite lost his interest in me. 

" I don't know; nothing," I faltered in reply. 

And then, with some gleam of returning spirit, in• 

spired by the very presence of my captain, linked 

as it was with old ass9ciations, "I should be glad 

enough to get any work to do." 

" Come along and walk back with me to the 

club,". he said, after a pause, during which I felt as 

though he was reading my inmost thoughts. "You 

shall tell me all about it, if you will, and perhaps I 

may be able to help you.'' 

I turned, and we walked back almost in silence, 

during which I came to the determination that I 

would make a clean breast of it to Colonel Durnford, 

and abide by his decision. Should he consider my 

offences unpardonable and spurn me from him, I 

would give myself up, and make no further effort. 

Should he hold me out a friendly helping hand,­

was there not yet a chance for me 1 

N eYer, as long as I live, shall I forget the little 

back room at the club in which I told, and he listened 
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MY EARLY STORY. 11 

to, my tale. Its every detail is riveted in my 

memory by the powerful emotions which mastered 

me within its walls : the tap of the billiard-balls 

in the next room, and the cracked voice of Jelly, the 

waiter, in the passage, nrc all present to me while I 

write these lines. ,vhen ahout half way through my 

confession I saw a young lady leave the house 

opposite, at which I was vacantly staring while I 

spoke, in her broad garden hat anJ dainty dress. At 

that moment I was telling my listening colonel 

how days and nights, and endless sums of money, 

had been played away by me in the hells of 

London, Since then broad flapping hats and 

little dancing steps are inextricably interwoven in 

my mind with wild wicked scenes and . reckless 

compamons. 

My Chief,--for such he has been ever since that 

day,-listeneil to my story without further interrup­

tion than was necessary to the perfect understanding 

of my case, and with 11 certain grave intent expression 

upon his pain-worn countenance which betokened 

that. he was giving his whole attention to the sub-
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12 MY CHIEF AND I. 

ject without prejudging it.CJ merits. There were 

some facts to be to1cl in extenuation of my past 

conduct which I do not care to record here. It 

is enough that he thought them palliations, if not 

excuses, and gave me some sympathy as well as 

blame. 

When I had told him all, and sat in breathless 

miserable silence awaiting his comments upon my talc, 

he rose and walked away to the window, where he 

stood apparently contemplating the waste of glaring 

sand which lies in Smith Street. It could have been 

but a second that he stood there, yet to me,-poor 

wretch upon the rack,-it seemed an age. At last he 

turned, and, venturing to raise my eyes to his, I saw 

there that I was saved. He came back and sat 

down again. 

"Look here, Wylde," he said in decided business­

like tones, "if you are really willing to work and can 

keep steady, I'll make a man of you yet. Let by­

gones be bygones, ancl begin afresh. There must be 

good in one who can speak the truth so fearlessly as 

you have done to-day. I know it is the truth, for 

Digitized by Google 



MY EARLY STORY. 13 

I knew all about you before. Will you take a place 

on the roads 1" he asked sharply. 

"Certainly, sir," I answered instantly. I thought 

he meant as a labourer. Had he even offered me the 

shilling I should not have hesitated to take it. 

I think he was pleased with the promptness and 

earnestness of my reply, for a grave smile crossed his 

face. ""\Vell, I can put you in charge of a road-party 

at Pinetown at once," he said. " There arc some 

forty men there, liberated slaves from Zanzibar, whom 

I wish to keep together. When can you be ready to 

take them over 1 '' 

" At once I to-morrow ; as soon as you wish, sir," 

was my eager reply. 

"To-morrow I must go out to U mgeni Bridge, 

and the next day to the Point," he said, rather to 

himself than me. " The following day 1 Yes, I shall 

leave Durban on Friday, and you can go with me. 

I shall be driving and can take you in; but you 

must send your luggage up some other way. Now 

mind I we shall leave this by half-past six on Friday 

morning, for I have work to do in Pinetown, and 
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14 MY OHIEF A.ND I. 

must get up to Welch's Half-way House the same 

night, so as to be in Maritzburg in good time on 

Saturday morning." 

\Vhen, half-an-hour later, I left the club, and the 

friend thus suddenly raised up for me in my hour of 

greatest need, it seemed to me as though I had 

stepped into a new world. The very sunshine had 

a more cheerful and less sultry glow ; and, for my­

self, was I the same dejected miserable man who had 

slouched along the pavement that morning, with but 

one refuge in view from my gloomy thoughts-the 

canteen or drinking-bar? I felt no temptation now • 

to turn my steps that way. In fact, drink had never 

been a passion with me. I had but resorted to it for 

excitement's sake in the old gay days, and of late 

to drown my misery. But now the meeting with 

my former captain, the very fact that, knowing the 

worst of me, he had yet taken me by the hand, and 

spoken to me with kindness unmixed with anything 

like contempt, had helped me back to some self­

respect, to some hope for better things. I would 

~o better. I resolved it as I had never done before. 
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MY EARLY STORY. 15 

I would not disappoint his trust nor cause him to 

throw away his goodness upon an unworthy object. 

So resolving I took my way to my lodgings with a 

firmer step and a higher head than had been mme 

for many a long day. 
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CHAPTER II. 

BOW WE MANAGED OUR WEDDING. 

PINETOWN has been called the Cheltenham of Durban, 

and is allowed by most to give a healthy change from 

the damp beat of the latter place. It is, I believe, a 

general resort for invalids from the coast ; but I took 

up my abode there, not to recover health by quiet 

enjoyment of rest and fresh air, but to regain life 

itself-worthy the name-by good hard work, and 

earnest endeavours to <lo my duty. 

I had never yet been beyond the Durban turnpike 

road in this direction, for, in my downcast helpless 

mood, I had not cared to take the trouble ; and now, 

as we drove rapidly through the fresh air of the early 

morning, I looked with newly-awakened interest upon 

the country around us. We were fast leaving the 

blue sea behind, in its soft ha.1.e of morning sun 
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HOW WE MAN.AGED OUR WEDDING. 17 

and mist, and glimmering here and there with white 

sails and whiter surf. The Bluff with its heavy 

brush, right to the water's edge, and shining light­

house tower, and the town, pretty enough at a little 

distance, were soon lost to view ; and, after a couple 

of hours' rapid driving upon a good road, through 

tangled bush, amongst which on every side Nature 

had flung her loveliest garlands in wildest profusion 

of brilliant and scented blossom, we passed through 

the long straggling village which calls itself Pinetown, 

and drew up at the excellent stables belonging to the 

Colonel as colonial engineer. 

Here, as elsewhere in all stables appertaining to 

the department, I observed the good condition and 

kind treatment of the beasts. I could not help 

remarking upon it to the Colonel, who immediately 

upon his arrival proceeded to inspect every portion 

and corner of the establishment, while the men in 

charge seemed to be nervously casting glances round 

to make sure that all was right. My remark received 

no immediate reply; for at the moment when I mado 

it the Colonel's eye was caught by a bad gall upon 
0 
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18 MY CHIEF AND I. 

one of the stalled horses, evidently the result of care­

less harnessing. Was ever face susceptible of such 

changes in expression between the extremes of gentle­

ness and severity as that of my Chief I I would not 

have been the man in fault, who stood shaking in his 

shoes, for any money. Not that the Colonel lost his 

temper, stormed, or even raised his voice. On the 

contrary, he rather dropped it, and spoke as calmly as 

possible. I never heard a reproof given in a quieter, 

more courteous manner, nor one which I should less 

like to receive myself. There could be no doubt as to 

its effect upon the men, and, for my own part, I began 

to think that I should feel cooler outside, and was 

moving o.ff, by no means desiring a reply to my last 

inopportune remark, when my colonel turned to me 

with a smooth brow and genial smile, and answered : 

" Yes, I don't care to see my animals neglected or 

ill-used; besides, it is always bad economy;" and 

then we left the place. 

This is the Colonel's way. Not that he cannot 

break out into fiery indignation when occasion comes. 

No man of my acquaintance has a hotter temper, nor 
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HOW WE MANAGED OUR WEDDING. 19 

one under more complete control; and that, I believe, 

is the true secret of his undeniable power over those 

who serve under him. I have heard his voice sound 

like that of an angry lion, and have seen his eyes 

blaze, and his face rigid with displeasure; but only at 

rare intervals, and under great provocation. As a 

rule his reproofs are administered in a calm but 

decided manner, without anger or impatience, while 

those who receive them look as frightened ns though 

they had seen the devil. 

Our next visit was to the quarters of the married 

couples amongst the liberated slaves, my future 

charges. These quarters were a row of little rooms, 

very smalJ, but clean and well-ventilated. The 

Colonel had just had them put up for the poor 

creatures, who had not long come into his hands, but 

were already showing signs of improvement in con­

dition from the miserable skeletons, scarred and 

starved, who had been rescued from a captured dhow 

off Zanzibar a short time since. 

"There are ten or twelve women belonging to this 

party," said the Colonel to me, after he had inspected 
C 2 
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20 MY CHIEF AND I. 

the ~en, mustered for that purpose near their barracks, 

about fifty yards from the married people's quarters. 

" When the Protector of Immigrants first offered them 

to me with the men I refused the charge altogether; 

but upon second thoughts it occurred to me that these 

poor creatures would be much happier if they had 

some sort of home life ; so I have determined to keep 

them together. The next thing to do is to marry 

them all round, as far as the small number of women 

will go. And that is what I have come here for 

to-day." 

I was about to laugh, thinking it a joke ; but I 

immediately saw by the expression of hiR countenance 

that he was perfectly in earnest, so I retained 

my gravity, and waited for what would come next. 

"None of them can understand a word of English," 

continued the Colonel, "so that a religious ceremony, 

or anything of the sort would be a mere profane farce. 

It is proper to add that I have consulted with ' my 

clergy,' and we have come to the conclusion that the 

more simply the thing is done the better. So now, 

'Wylde, you arc going to assist at an extensive 

11• " wee c mg. 
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HOW WE MANAGED OUR WEDDING. 21 

The scene which followed was the most novel 

and curious that I ever witnessed. The Colonel and 

myself, and the principal road-overseer _of those parts, 

stood in the open space before the little houses. On 

one side of us were the forty men, on the other the girls 

nnd young women. These latter were all dressed in 

neat costumes chosen nnd ordered for them by tlie 

Colonel himself, and consisting of dark blue cotton 

gowns, with crimson handkerchiefs upon the heads. 

Each wore a string of large beads, the special gift 

of my Chief, who evidently aimed, not merely at 

making the " slaves" useful, but also at rendering 

them happy, or at least contented, members of 

society. 

\Vhen all were assembled the Colonel called up 

the women, and, with the help of one of the men 

who had been longer in the colony· than the others, 

and had picked up a little Zulu, and that of the 

overseer who could talk the latter language, he 

managed to make them understand what was re­

quirec.l of them. Each in turn privately named the 

man whom she chose as her husband ; the names 

were noted down on a slip of paper, and, with this 
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m his hand, the Colonel crossed over to the men, 

who had been kept out of earshot, and required 

each of those who were down on his list to namo 

his chosen bride. By this method all chance of 

any one of tho girls being taken in marriage against 

her will was avoided, and it was satisfactory that 

in every case save one the choice of the men agreed 

with that of the girls. The one exception was that 

of the youngest girl,-a mere child in<leed,-who 

named as her selected husband a man who refused 

to have anything to say to her. She seemed very 

disconsolate, but she was so young that it could be 

no great subject for regret. A separate little room 

was next assigned to each couple. Finally the bride­

grooms were marched over towards their brides, and 

each man in turn was directed to take the object of 

his choice by the hand and to lead her away. This 

concluded the marriage ceremony. It was amusing 

to observe the modest air displayed by these dusky 

brides. They all covered their eyes and faces with a 

corner of their dress; yet their smiles showed plainly 

enough that they were well satisfied. 
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There might have been something ludicrous in 

this performance had it been managed by any one 

else. But there was something in the simple earncet­

ncss and quiet dignity with which it was conducted, 

which took away all desire to make a joke of it. 

I could not have felt less inclined to la.ugh nt my 

own wedding than I did at this. 

I must confess, however, that the impressiveness 

of the ceremony received no addition from the beauty 

-of the brides. I have since seen many Kaffir girls 

with graceful forms, and not a few with pretty faces ; 

but amongst these poor freed women there was not 

one who could boast of any such charms. ,vhether 

it is that the east-coast negroes are naturally inferior 

to their southern brethren, or whether generations of 

cruel slavery have degraded them to their present low 

type, I know not. But at nil events, ns far as I can 

judge, there is no comparison between them and the 

Zulu-Knffirs of Natal, who are n far better-looking and 

more intelligent race. 

The freedwomen of Pinetown were neat and clean, 

thanks to the Colonel's care in providing an English 
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matron to take charge of and teach them; but I 

.cannot say much more for them. They were of a 

singularly low type, with ·heavy, underhung features, 

and remarkably awkward figures. There was, how­

ever, an occasional gleam of grateful affection upon 

the dark faces of both men and women when the 

Colonel spoke to them which lighted them up wonder­

fully. 

We went into the schoolroom of the establish­

ment before we left. It was but a narrow slip of an 

apartment in the row of tiny sleeping-rooms, but in 

perfect order with its white table and two benches. 

Here presided the matron who showed us some very 

creditable work done by her pupils, sewing, ironing, 

and writing upon slates. The Colonel inspected 

everything with interest, and I followed him where­

ever he went. He inquired of the matron which 

was the best-behaved pupil, and which the second, 

and gave each a little present proportionate to her 

merits, after which we left the place. 

There were still two of the slaves captured from 

the dhow, whose recovery from the effects of the 

Digitized by Google 



HOW WE MANAGED OUR WEDDING. 25 

ill-usage which they had received was doubtful. I 

saw them, and wondered how such mere skeletons 

could exist at all. I heard the Colonel give his direc­

tions concerning them, ordering wine for them, and 

perpetual strong beef-tea. No other treatment could 

have saved their lives I feel sure ; and, if life is a 

blessing, as I suppose it is, they were fortunate to 

fall into the hands that received them. 

One other little episode of the day must be 

recorded. ,vhilc the Colonel was inspecting the 

schoolroom and scholars, the matron complained 

to him that her charges were sometimes very re­

fractory, and that she should like to have some way 

of enforcing discipline. As she could not talk to 

them, nor understand what they said to her, she 

thought that the best and shortest way would be for 

her to use the rod at her own discretion. Here was 

a knotty point I The Colonel considered it ; while 

I, who hn.d been watching the matron's face over 

his shoulder, hoped that he w.:mld not grant her 

request. That she was a clean and active woman 

w,i.s evident, and the CJloncl had confidence in her 
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honesty; but, like so many clean and active poor 

women, she evidently had a temper of her own, and 

I did not like the notion of these poor creatures being 

committed to her tender morcies free of restraint. 

Probably the expression of her face, and the resentful 

way in which she spoke of her charges' delinquencies, 

struck my Chief as well as me, for he seemed unwil­

ling to agree to her suggestion ; nevertheless it was 

plain that there was some justice in her demand. 

How was she to manage all these young women if 

she had no power of punishing them for misconduct 1 

In this dilemma the Colonel turned to me and asked 

me if I could suggest any way out of it. I was glad 

of the opportunity, for, as it happened, I had an 

idea. I ventured to remark that the very fact of 

the matron's being unable to speak to or to under­

stand her pupils* might lead to her thinking them 

ill-behaved ; when, could they interchange ideas, she 

might possibly find that it was not so. But I sug­

gested that a system of slight fines might meet the 

exigencies of the case. Suppose the girls were 

* The language of the cast-coast natives is almost unknown in Natal. 
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allowed some small pocket-money, which might be 

kept back in case of gross misconduct 1 

I confess that I was gratified that the Colonel 

adopted my suggestion instantly and without hesi­

tation. 

" Yes," he said, " that is a capital idea of yours, 

Atherton. They shall each have an allowance of six­

pence a week, and anyone who disobeys her mistress 

shall be deprived of her week's money." 

A few months later, by the way, when the women 

had each accumulated a small sum, they all went to 

spend their money in Pinetown according to their 

own taste. The result of their purchases was that, 

upon the following day, in each little room without a 

single exception hung a sunshade of some descrip­

tion or other. In one there appeared a large green 

umbrella, in the next a small brown parasol, in a 

third a middle-sized white ditto, and so on along the 

line. Why they should all have fallen in love with 

this particular, and, to them one would luwe imagined 

. most useless product of civilisation, it is hard to say, 

seeing that their complexions are not much affected 
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by the rays of the sun, and their heads are well pro­

tected from its power by a thick woolly crop. But 

so it was. I have since observed, however, that the 

African, as a rule, dislikes exposing himself to the 

heat of the mid-day sun, and suffers more in doing so 

than we Europeans are in the ha.bit of imagining ; 

while, as for their love of useless articles of costume, 

I have seen a native attired in what the ladies some 

years ago used to call a "skeleton crinoline," and 

nothing else r This Jnst, however, was a Kaffir, and 

further advanced in civilisation than my Pinetown 

"slaves." 

I did not see much more of the women during the 

short time that I remained at Pinetown ; but, as far 

as the men are concerned, I can freely assert that they 

were a very well-behaved and manageable set, and 

worked well under my superintentlencc. True, I was 

exceedingly anxious to give satisfaction to my Chief, 

and spared no pains to that end. The hardening of that 

portion of the main road toPietermaritzburg progressed 

rapidly during the time I spent on it, and I honestly 

did my best to carry out my Chief's wishes in the 
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spirit which he exercised towards these poor people, 

rescued from a life of horrible slavery indeed, but set 

down to work amongst a strange people, with whom 

they had no means of communication, and without 

any certainty in their own minds that the flogging, 

torture, nnd starvation, to which they had so long been 

exposed, might not any day begin again for them 

under their new masters. I had never any serious 

trouble with them; and I have often thought since 

that, in whatever small disagreements took place 

between me and my men, possibly the same reasoning 

applied to me as to the matron in charge of the women. 

Could I have talked to them in their own language, 

and have understood what they said, perhaps I should 

have had no difficulties ,Yith them at all. 
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LANGALIBALELE. 

AFTER all, however, I did not remain very long at 

Pinetown. When I had been working there for about 

three months I received a summons from the Colonel 

to join him immediately at Fort Napier, and offering 

me a post which was not only infinitely superior to 

that of a road-overseer, but was the one which now I 

.would have chosen before all others. The Colonel 

told me in his note that he was about to start upon 

an expedition up-country, and wished me to accom­

pany him upon it. I joyfully gave over my road­

party and instructions concerning them to the man 

sent down to relieve me, and started off without any 

loss of time for Pictermaritzburg. 

Of the two modes of travelling open to me, as I 

had no horse of my own,-namely, the u 'bus " and 
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the post-cart,--1 chose the former, although· the lea.'it 

to my taste, because I could not tell whether, if I let 

the 'bus pass at 8.30 A.M., I should find a place vacant 

in the post-cart at 1 P.M. I did not wish to lose a 

day in obeying my Chief's summons. Accordingly, I 

resigned myself to the terrible ordeal, which eight 

hours' jolting and semi-suffocation in that closely­

packed and uneasy vehicle proved to be. The 'bus 

was as full as it could well be, without allowing for a 

well-grown and vivacious little child of about two 

years, whose remarkably pretty face and winning ways 

were an amusement to the company generally, but 

whose restless activity must have heen sorely fatiguing 

to the tired, sad-looking young mother who held her 

upon her knee. 

My travelling companions were all strangers to 

me ; and, with an Englishman's usual taciturnity under 

like circumstances, I kept myself very much to myself 

for some time, amusing myself with taking notes of 

the people and of thei.r conversation. The latter 

soon became general, and strongly political from a 

colonial point of view. All things colonial having 
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as yet the charm of novelty in my eyes, I listened 

with considerable interest. On one side of the low, 

narrow, hard-seated vehicle sat two members of the 

Legislative Council, a Transvaal farmer, and a very 

little Roman Catholic priest, accompanied by two tall 

young ladies, who appeared to be travelling in his 

charge, and who, I concluded from their deferential 

manner towards their priestly friend, must be scholars 

from the convent school in Durban. On the other 

side sat the pretty young mother and child (by the 

way, I do not think I mentioned before that the 

mother was pretty as well as the child), a respectable­

looking old gentleman, who appeared from the conver­

sation to hold some civic authority in Pietermaritzhurg, 

two more farmers or transport-riders, a half-coloured 

St. Helena woman, and myself. Two men on the box 

with the driver completed the party. 

During the first hour's drive my attention was 

chiefly occupied, and my indignation excited, by what 

I conceived to be the uncivil treatment received by 

the aforesaid coloured woman. Fresh from civilised 

lands as I was, and as yet uncontaminated by colonial 

Digitized by Google 



LANGALIBALELE. 88 

prejudices of race, I was keenly alive to anything like 

ill-usage or discourtesy to a coloured person merely 

for their colour's sake ; and it seemed to me to be 

shameful that this woman, who was clean and well­

dressed, talking good Englisl1, and distinguished only 

by her brown skin, should be snubbed and browbeaten 

by the whiter passengers, and thrust into a corner and 

neglected while paying the same as tLe rest of us at 

the wayside inns. 

I think so still, and that the latter proceeding 

especially was dishonest as well as unchristian. But 

I am bound to confess that the result of my consti­

tuting myself in a small way the champion of this 

particular dark lady, by making a point of giving 

civil answers to a remark or two made by her to the 

company generally, and completely ignored by our 

fellow-passengers, was such as to make me more 

cautious for the future. I had no particular desire 

to be on familiar terms with any strangers, black, 

white, or brown ; but, after once exchanging only the 

very smallest of civilities with my St. Helena friend, 

I found that there was no shaking her off at all for 
D 
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the ~est of the qay'. ~h~ ~eem.ed to consider tqa~ l 
had taken charge of her altogether, appealed to m~ 

upo11 ~very occasion with the most embarrassing 

frankness, and favoured me occasionally during the 

remainder of the journey with short disconnectc'1 

passages from. her private history, delivered in ~n 

alarmingly sudden manner at every pause which 

occurred in the general conversation, so that the 

fragments of interesting information which she gave 

me concerning herself wer~ comically out of keeping 

with what came before and after. 

As I have already remarked, the conversation had 

a strong political flavour, and I listened to it ~th 

some curiosity and a cl.esire to know a little more of 

popular feeling in Natal than I had as yet had ?-~Y 

opportunity of doing. 

The expedition against the native chief, Langa­

libalele, in which my Chief had been severely wounded, 

was not long over, and was ~onstantly alluded to. 

With but one exception the speakers adopted a tone 

concerning it which would in itself have prejudiced 

any Englishman against the colonial side of the 
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question ; vindictive !;l~pressions against the unfQrt~~ 

natc captive, eagerness for his death, and, if that cqµld 

be,for the still more complete destruction of his unhappy 

tribe prevailcJ. I <lid not then know much about 

the matter, and put a few questions to the man next 

me as to the crimes for which this wicked old chief 

was so detested, expecting to hear that he was a, 

second Nana Sahib, or, at the very least, that he had 

made a murderous assault upon some defenceless 

homestead or other. But neither then nor on any 

subsequent occasion was I ever able to discover that 

he had done anything worse than run away in a fright, 

a· fault which, if worthy of death in a British soldier, 

is hardly deserving of so severe a correction in a poor 

untaught heathen. 

" What has the man done 1 " I asked of my next• 

door neighbour in the 'bus. 

"Done I why, he has rebelled against the govern• 

ment I He is a bloodthirsty olJ rebel I" was the 

somewhat indignant reply that I received. 

"Y cs, so I hear," was my quiet rejoincler. "But, 

what I want to know is in what way he has shown 
D 2 
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his bloodthirsty rebellious disposition. What has he 

done?" 

"Done I done I why, don't you hear me tell you 

that he is a rebel ! " exclaimed the farmer to whom I 

had addressed myself, looking very hot indeed. 

"I have heard you say it, but I have not heard 

you p1·ove it, my dear sir," I replied. "What proof 

is there 1 What has convinced you that this man is 

what you say he is 1 " 

"Why, why," stammered the man, completely 

taken aback, "he is a rebel because everybody knows 

that he is. Didn't he run away I " 

"Oh I I see," said I, in a tone of the most com­

plete conviction. " Thank you ; I am a stranger here, 

and only asked for information." 

"And I'll tell you what it is, sir," exclaimed a 

man opposite me, bringing down his clenched fist upon 

his knee with a resounding thump, "when you have 

been as long in the colony as I have you'll know a 

little more about it. If I'd been the Governor a few 

months ago, the rebel chief should have been tried by 

court-martial, and have paid the penalty of his crimes, 
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either by cord or bullet, at once. I'd have given no 

car to the Exeter Hall cry of pseudo-philanthropists. 

The man was taken red-handed [ A11glice, running 

away !-A. W. ], and he should have been put to death 

with all the men of his tribe who resisted us. The 

others should be put to hard labour, and the women 

and children put out to service. That's what I would 

have done, and made it a good thing for the colony 

too." 

A moment's silence ensued upon this burst of 

legislative eloquence, and immediately my St. Helena. 

friend remarked to me from the other end of the 

vehicle : " My mistress gave me six new pair of 

stockings and this dress that I have on before I left." 

I hardly knew how to receive this and similar 

pieces of information, while the other members of the 

party appeared unaware that anyone had spoken, and 

the other Legislative Councillor took up his colleague's 

speech with emphasis. 

cc The whole thing has been bungled," he said. 

cc All that was needed to make the farce complete was 

that a verdict of' Not guilty' should have been given 
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at the trial. '\Vho would then have been responsible 

for the thousands of cattle that have been taken and 

sold by us, for the huts burut down, and the property 

destroyed, for the blood shed on both sides, I should 

like to know I You arc quite right, X-- ; there 

should have been no trial at all ; the old fellow should 

just have been strung up at once. But this playing 

at just"ice has made the whole affair contemptible;" 

I thought so too, when I came to know a little 

more about it, though not quite in the sense that the 

speaker meant. However, I made no further remark 

. at the time, nor did I think it worth while to point out 

the confusion of ideas between that most just of all 

courts, a court-martial, and "no trial at all," as 

displayed by the last two speakers. 

A house on the roadside was next pointed out to 

me where lived a man who ran out to spit in the face 

of the captive chief when he, a manacled prisoner, was 

on his way to Durban and when the cart in which he was 

being convoyed stopped to change horses. It appears 

that there was no one present upon that occasion who 

possessed manhood enough to knock the scoundrel 
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down, nor has he since been lynched, or in nny way 

taught what Englishmen think of such dastardly 

actions. I must also say that the deed, although 

censured by my fellow-passengers of the 'bus, seemed 

to excite nothing more than mild disapproLation 

amongst the speakers, with the exception of the 

respectable old citizen of Pietcrmaritzburg before 

alluded to. I am bound to observe that the old man 

came out with a speech which displayed ri. mauly and 

Christian spirit for whil:h I honoured him. 

I had not wished to embroil myself with my 

chance companions, and had therefore checked the 

indignant words which rose to my lips, although, in 

old Scripture phrase, "it was pain and grief to me." 

But the aforesaid citizen spoke in my stead. He 

declared boldly that he looked upon Langalibalele as 

an injured man, who had done nothing to deserve the 

treatment that he had received, which was a disgrace 

to the colony. He went on to say that amongst 

them all there was but one man who had been wise 

enough to sec the truth, and bold enough to declare 

it, although very much to his own irijury, as he (ihe 
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speaker) well knew. "This one man," he said, 

" was doing all in his power to save the colony 

from the consequences of the fatal mistakes that had 

been mac.le. He was Natal's best friend, both to 

black and white, but got nothing but abuse from 

the latter. And," he concluded, "you all know whom 

I mcan,-the Bishop of Natal." 

I have said that only one of the speake1·s seemed 

to feel for the oppressed tribe. But there was one 

other present who, although perfectly silent, evidently 

took a vivid interest in the subject. This was one of 

the young ladies in charge of the Roman Catholic 

priest; and I had observed her with some attention 

as the rapid changes in her countenance evinced her 

intense dissent from the harsh sentiments enunciated, 

her indignation against the cowarcliy attack upon the 

prisoner, and her pleasure in the old man's defence. 

Now, when the Bishop was spoken of so highly,-he 

ha<l been alluded to already although not by name, in 

terms far from flattering in connection with this affair, 

-she leant forwards to look at the speaker, with 

heightened colour in her face. It was manifestly as 
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much as she could do to keep silence, but it was as evi­

dent that it would not be well for a lady to take part in 

a discussion with these rough men, and she sank back 

into her place, contenting herself with a whispered 

remark to her priestly escort, who, indeed, seemed to 

be rather nervous, and excessively anxious to keep 

her quiet. I could not help thinking that, if that 

young lady were to take the reins into her own 

hands, and speak out her mind, the priest would 

be rather like a hen with ducklings. However, she 

seemed submissive enough. I observed that an awk­

ward silence fell upon the party after this direct 

mention of the Bishop, and wondered what could be 

the cause. A few minutes later we stopped to change 

horses, and I chanced to overhear a little conversation 

which took place between the same lady and the last 

speaker. He stood by the 'bus door to help her out; 

and, as she gave him her hand, she said to him, " I 

do not know who you are, sir, but I cannot refrain 

from thanking you for the way in which you have 

just spoken of my father." "Ah I" he replied, "my 

name is -- ; of • course you know me now 1 " My 
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own private impression is that the name conveyed 

not the slightest information to her ; but the tnomeii:­

tary blank expression which crossed her face was 

instantly banished, and she replied promptly; '~ Oh i 
Mr. --, of course, 1 beg your pardon." '' Indeed;" 

he said, '' I feel that I ought to beg yours for 

speaking of the Bishop before you at all." 

t thought to myself, "l3ravo, old gentleman, 

tbefo's true delicacy of fceiing; you feel that it is 

not quite the thing to speak of her father in her 
presence, even in his praise, while these other fellows 

make no scruple of hinting abuse pretty freely." 

Before we started again I inquired of one of the 

legisla.tors who had exchanged remarks with me 

before, who were the two young ladies with the 

Roman Catholic clergyman. His reply was, " that 

one is one of Bishop Colenso's daughters, the other I 

don't know, but I believe she has something to do 

with the convent school in Durban." So that my 

original guess was right about one of the two, though 

not about both. 

,v clch's Half-way House, where we dined; is 
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certainly as good an inn as one can wish to find 

in a colony. It is neat and clean, and its mis­

tress is thoroughly the mistress of the art of plain­

cookiug. A cheerful iricident occurred on our 

leaving Welch's, which seemed to enliven the 

journey a little, and to give me an insight into the 

method of horse-breaking in vogue iri Natal. ,v e 

were driving six horses, and one of the wheelers 

put in this time seemeJ. to take an unusual number 

of men to hold and harness him. On inquiring I 

was told, "Oh I he's ouly been m harness once 

before. ,v c're breakin' of 'im in." 

Accordingly, the ragged-looking native grooi11s 

having let go the six horses' heads, we started. No I 
I mean we tried to start. Five animals bounded 

forwards, but our unbroken steed took a direction 

of his own, not contemplated by the rest of the 

party, and in two seconds he was down, all four 

legs kicking in the air, and then rolled beneath the 

'bus. The passengers were requested to descend, the 

horse was dragged out and righted, and then we 

submissively got in ngain and tried once more. This 
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time we made a fair start, though a rapid one, and 

tore along the road at a great pace for a mile or two, 

after which the wild horse settled down to his work, 

and the pace became more moderate. I was sur­

prised at the sang f'roid exhibited by the women of 

our party, and concluded that rough travelling must 

be too common an occurrence in Natal to excite 

remark or alarm. Even the baby-girl did not seem 

at all frightened, although much concerned as to 

whether the "poor little horsie" was hurt or not. 

During this stage of the journey one of the young 

ladies getting rather faint, as well she might, from 

the suffocating heat within the 'bus, was given a 

place in front by the driver, where she could enjoy 

the breeze. The men, though a rough-looking set, 

were civil enough in this matter; and the driver, a 

young follow in corduroys, with his head tied up in 

a handkerchief, took great care about covering her 

dress from the dust with a cloak, and fastening the 

latter securely down. I was sitting next to the 

driver inside, and could hear every word that passed 

above me. I was at once struck with the perfectly 
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free-and-easy style of his speech. He was not rude, 

and did not mean to be so, but he evidently con­

sidered himself completely on an equality with any 

passenger who might be in his charge. The young lady 

by his side, indeed, appeared a little surprised, and 

it was plain enough that this was a new experience to 

her; but she took it all in good part, seeing, I sup­

pose, that the youth intended nothing but politeness, 

although her replies were slightly monosyllabic. For 

some time he entertained her with short accounts of 

the conduct of his passengers on such and such occa­

sions of danger, and his own driving experiences, 

delivered in a spasmodic and occasional manner, in 

the intervals of controlling his horses, and making 

a point of telling her not to be frightened whenever 

he had time to think of it, that is to say, whenever 

there was the least occasion. To do her justice she did 

not seem to require the advice. He next expatiated 

upon a topic highly interesting and gratifying to me, 

namely, the great change and improvement in the 

condition of the roads since they had come under my 

Chief's supervision. Never before had they been 
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kept in such e~celleq~ order. ~~ last~ after !1'. sqe>rt 

silence, th~ qriver, turning t~ hie fair companion, 

iilqµired, '~ llave you such ii. thing as a, pin about 

you ? '.' There was an astimished look from a pair 

of blue eyes, and then, after a moment's deliberation, 

the pin was produced from some mysterious fold or 

other, and gravely presented in silence. It was 

immediately used as a toothpick, the y01ing man 

remarking the while, "I've got a tooth here that 

has been bothering me all day.!' After which he 

proposed to return it. My young friend of the bhle 

~yes, however, did not seem to view the proposition 

with favour, and replied, " Had you not better keep 

it in case you should require it again ~ " Whereupon 

he 1:1tuck it mto his coat-sleeve. 

I was wondering whether such familiarities were 

Jl!.atters of course in Natal between young ladies.and 

omoibu~-drivers, when I became aw?,re that she at 

all events did I1ot look upon them as such, for her 

face, turned perseveringly away as though she were 

intently observing the scenery, showed signs of so 

much amusement that her final victory over her 
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sense of the ridiculous struck me as highly com­

mendable. At the next wayside mn the driver 

pulled up, dropped his reins into her hands with 

tho words, "Just hold them a minute, will you 1" 

and was off tho box in a second. I heard her 

murmur to herself, "Suppose they go on I " The 

next time we changed horses, she resumed her place 

inside. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE REBELS. 

MY fatiguing, but not entirely uninteresting, journey 

came to an end by half-past five, at which hour 

the 'bus drew up at the Plough Hotel. Here we 

all alighted; and, glad enough of our release from 

confinement and each other's very close com­

panionship, we went each our several ways. I must 

confess that I experienced a slight sensation of relief 

at seeing my St. Helena p1·otegee received and taken 

away by her own friends; for the thought had 

crossed my mind more than once how remarkably 

embarrassing it would be should she prove to have no 

friends, and should she appeal to me for assistance 

and protection. 

Pietermaritzburg is approached from the Durban 

side by a wearisome length of flat, dusty, uninteresting 
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road. The slight undulations over which the way 

passes for the last fifteen miles strike one ns doubly 

monotonous after the wild and beautiful broken 

country through which the middle stage is cut. The 

little city,-extremely pretty at that distance, which 

lends enchantment to the view,-had seemed close at 

hand for a long while. Lying in its basin, amongst 

hills, it showed a picturesque mass of houses and trees, 

amongst which the tall feathery spires of the blue­

gum stood out conspicuous. 'l'he white buildings of 

Fort Napier, rather bare but business-like, rose boldly 

above the town, the greater part of which it commands, 

against a background of loftier hills, dim in the gentle 

haze which prevails through the Natalian winter 

months, when only foreground objects have a sharp 

decided outline. But such charms as the scenery 

possessed had lost their power long before we had 

passed the last undulation of the road, and drove 

rapidly down to the Victoria Bridge. Past the Park, 

we rumbled over the dustiest bit of road that we 

had yet encountered, running,-melancholy entrance 

to the capital of a country,-right through the 
B 

Digitized by Google 

.. 



50 MY CHIEF AND I. 

public cemetery. On either hand, tombstones, 

shrubs, and trees were alike whitened and stifled 

hy the heavy dust; and, amidst a cloud of the 

latter, which reuderecl us invisible to the passcrs­

by, and them to us, we drove up to the Plough 

Hotel. 

Hiring a native to carry my portmanteau, I walked 

straight towards Fort Napier, where I knew that the 

Colonel livcc.l. I wa~ in so dusty a condition that I 

hardly liked to appear iu the streets, which, somehow 

or other, iu spite of the dry, dusty weather, managed 

to preserve an air of cleanliness and freshness, at least 

in the less public thoroughfares. Probably, however, 

this was greatly due to the many trees and running 

streams of the town. The trees are now fast being 

cut down and the streams covered over now by the 

municipal authorities. 

However, there was no help for it, as the streets 

of Pieterrnaritzburg boast of no public conveyances 

whatsoever. So, giving myself one good shake, to get 

rid of what superfluous dust I could,-much as a dog 

does on coming out of the water,-! started off at a 
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brisk pace for the Colonel's quarters. lfoi home I did 

not feel that I could call it, for there was nothing 

homelike about it, save for the two baboons, who had 

a comfortable establishment of their own in the court­

yard, tl1e horses in their good stables, and the dogs 

and native servants. But for the master himself there 

was but little attempt at comfort. Strict military 

order and cleanliness reigned from end to eud of tLe 

little domain, but nothing more. His sitting-room and 

dining-room was his office; his bedroom a narrow slip 

behind it, or, in fine weather, a tent set up in the 

garden. The garden itself was of a consideraLle size, 

and contained a uuml>er of old trees. It was all 

freshly laid out when I saw it for the first time, for 

the Colonel had only lately come to live there, and 

his plants had not yet lmd time to grow and embellish 

the place. I wandered about it for some time, more 

and more depressed by its deserted and melancholy 

appearance, until at last I came back unconsciously to 

the garden-gate and halted there. How long I re­

mained thus wrapped in a brown study I know not, 

but I was roused by a cheerful voice close behind me, 
E 2 
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which exclaimed: "What ! Atherton ,vylde I you 

moralising over a gate at this time of day I" I turned 

to find that I had been so absorbed by my own 

meditations that I had heard nothing of the Colonel's 

approach on horseback, until he had ridden up so close 

to me as to overhear some sudden outspoken words 

which had escaped me. 

"We shall have no time for moralising now," 

said he again, as he sprang from his horse, and gave 

me his hand with a kind welcome. " Our work is cut 

out for us for the next few months. Of great import­

ance I think it, for many reasons of which you shall 

know more shortly." 

At his arrival the silent deserted habitation seemed 

to spring suddenly into life, and to assume an entirely 

different air. · A couple of native men,-servants, clad 

in suits of spotless white canvas, edged with scarlet, 

rose as it were from the earth to take his horse and 

his orders, with a respectful salute of " 'Nkos I " 

(Anglice, "Chief," "Master.") A splendid dog of the 

kangaroo-hound species had followed in his steps, and 

now stood watching for the caress which was presently 
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accorded him, nnd casting at me an occasional glance 

of that polite reserve with which a noble dog com­

monly treats his master's stranger-guests. And, as 

we went indoors, various other meaner dogs started up 

on either hand to greet their master, who had a kind 

word for each, although evidently full of thought and 

business. 

"Now, Wylde," said he in brisk business-like tones, 

"I have some despatches here to attend to which will 

occupy me for half an hour, after which I must ride 

up the hill to my rebel working-party there. Take 

something first," as his servant brought out wine and 

glasses at n. signal from his master, "and then, if you 

can get rid of the dust and fatigue by the time I start, 

you may as well take my second horse and ride with 

me. I will tell you something of my plans on the 

way." 

By the light of later experience I see now how 

particularly absurd was the excitement into which I 

was thrown by the Colonel's speech. But I must 

candidly own that, utterly forgetting the lesson I had 

already received that very day upon the force of such 
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expressions as used in Natal, that one word "rebel" sent 

the blood flying through my veins, and my thoughts 

running ahend with nll the eagerness natural to a hot 

nnd foolil,h young sohlicr. I immediately couclmled 

that some body of men working upon the roads had 

turned insurgents, and that we were to quell them by 

force of arms. As to asking any questions, I did not 

dream of such a thing, nor would I allow myself to 

show the excitement that I felt, the Colonel's own 

calmness, and quiet unconcerned manner, mspmng 

me to assume the same. 

After the day's heat nnd dust a bath and a 

change were most welcome ; Lut I was in too great 

a hurry to enjoy the relief as thoroughly ns I should 

have done had there been no "rebels" on the hill, 

in prospect. I had observed that numerous weapons 

of all descriptions adorned the walls of the outer 

room, or office, and I came out, when fresh dressed, 

eager to have some assigned to me, and to see what 

force was to accompany us. My Chief had just 

finished his writing, nnd two horses stood ready 

saddled at the door. But the warlike preparations, 
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which I had fondly expected, where were they? The 

Colonel, truly, was in uniform; but that was nothing 

unusual, and he bore no visihle weapon, nor were 

there armed retainers of any sort in view. I was 

puzzled. However I kept my curiosity to myself, and 

we mounted and rode away. 

We proceeded for some little distance in perfect 

silence. The Colonel's mind was plainly engrossed 

by whatever he had in hand, while I would not 

speak upon the subject which occupied my thoughts, 

and could not speak on any other. 

He broke silence first by saying something more 

of the importance in his opinion of our present cnter­

pnse. Whereupon I ventured to inquire whether he 

intended to enter upon it unsupported. :My readers 

will probably conclude that either I was mad myself, 

or ch;e that I thought my Chief so ; but in fact I had 

given him an allegiance so complete that I should not 

have dreamt of questioning the reasona1leness of any 

proposition of his. 

"No," he answered carelessly, "Captain B-­

of the 7 5th, and his company go with me, and 
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the young Basuto chief, Hlubi, with some fourteen 

followers, besides the Putini men." 

I thought that I now understood the matter, and 

that we should presently join our force. Tho Colonel 

probably carried a revolver, an<l did not wear a sword 

because it would be worse than useless to him on 

horseback with his injured left arm. And as for me, 

I supposed that it had escaped his notice that I was 

unarmed. I must therefore make shift to snatch 

some weapon from the enemy, and if I fell in the 

• attcmpt,-well, one could only die once. Nursing 

these heroic resolves I rode on while the Colonel 

resumed his discourse. "Wo shall give confidence 

to the people of Ween.en county, who are certainly 

in a horrid fright," said he. "Poor things I As 

Dr. Livingstone says of the Dutch Boers, they arc 

very brave when Kaffirs have no guns. You sc:e 

we shall penetrate into odd holes and corners of 

the country. The natives of Zikali's and Somaduln's 

tribes will sec the ' Ama-soldiers ' for the first time, 

and the result will, on the whole, I expect, be good." 

I was more mystified than ever, for, having once 
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lost the right clue, I was getting farther and farther 

away from the truth at every word; and, as there 

were limits to even my dutiful want of curiosity, 

I tried to make a dash out of the fanciful labyrinth 

in which I had involved myself, by asking where 

we shoulu get to that night. 

It was now the Colonel's turn to look astonished. 

" To-night I " he exclaimed, "back to my quarters, I 

hope." 

"I give it up," murmured I to myself, while he 

continued. 

" Diel you imagine that we were making a start 

in this style ? I cannot get off for another day or 

two yet. Ah ! here arc my rebels." 

I looked up eagerly ns we rode round a sharp 

turn in the road which concealed the next two 

hundred yards from our view, and made ready for 

the dash with which I was to secure my weapon, 

when-- ! But blank surprise and disappointment 

fell upon me as the "rebels " came in sight. About 

a hundred men were drawn up at the side of the road 

• under a corporal and four privates of infantry with 
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some military precision, although they were truly 

n ragged regiment ; but all bore picks and shovels 

ready for their legitimate work, and saluted my Chief 

with the utmost respect and submission. 

"The outLreak seems thoroughly quelled, sir," 

remarked I rather awkwardly. 

"There never was any," was his startling reply as 

he put his horse into a canter, and rode up to the 

party. Plainly we were still at cross purposes, and 

he imagiucd my remark to apply to the late "rebel­

lion" of the whole two tribes. And now, having 

inspected the men, and given some directions to the 

corporal in charge, he turned his horse's head home­

ward again, and we retraced our steps. 

By this time the sun was sinking ; but, ns it 

vanished, the colder light of the moon high in the 

heavens made all around almost as distinct as by 

day. As we rode back my curiosity finally got the 

better of me, and I could not help saying to the 

Colonel, "Excuse me for asking, sir, hut why do you 

call these poor creatures 'rebels 1' What have they 

• done?" 
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"What have they done 1 Nothing, I believe 

from my soul," was the reply. "I call them rebels 

in derision of those who are afraid of them. They 

nro prisoners of the Putiui tribe, which ,vas 'ea.ten 

up,' as they call it themselves, on a charge of com­

plicity with Langalibalele. They were given over 

to me at my urgent request to work upon the roads. 

The whole thing, as far as they are concerned, is now 

allowed to have been a mistake, and their freedom, 

and that of their tribe, is one of the chief objects that 

I have in view in our expedition up-country. The 

poor creatures have been as good and quiet as pos­

sible, and work well. I am endeavouring to persuade 

Government to promise them their freedom ?n their 

return from the Draakensl>crg mountains, where we 

arc about to. destroy the passes, supposing that they 

do their duty well, of which I am well assured. And 

I hope the release of the whole tribe may follow. 

You understand, of course, ,v ylde, that these things 

must llot be spoken of. I have confidence in you, 

nnd trust you to keep counsel well ; but discretion 

is most important now. A word from you, were 
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you to get talking amongst your friends, might 

do much mischief and perhaps upset my 

plans." 

I hastened to assure him that I should look upon 

any confidence which he might be good enough to 

repose in me as a trust, to violate which would be 

most dishonourable ; and I remarked besides that, 

even if I were inclined to be indiscreet, I should 

have no temptation in that -line at present, as I did 

not know a single soul in the place, except himself 

alone. 

In return I learnt from him much which I can 

safely say never passed my lips nor left my pen until 

long after the plans of which he told me had been . 
either carried out or abandoned. 

"The main object of this expeditio~ upon which 

we are going," said he, apparently satisfied with 

my assurances, " is to restore confidence to Vr.,. eenen 

county, which is shaken to its foundations by fears 

of an attack from the young men of the Hlubi tribe, 

who are reported to be collecting on the borders 

under the command of my friend Mabudhlc, one of 
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Langalibalele's chief captains, with whom I have 

already exchanged 'love-tokens' (with a glance at 

his wounded and still useless left arm). There are 

also supposed to be parties of marauders lurking in 

the county. One or two houses have already been 

attacked, two persons stabbed, and an attempt made 

to treat the resident magistrate in the same way. 

I rather imagine that these are individual acts of 

personal vengeance, committed perhaps by men whose 

women and children were killed during the expedi­

tion last year, and that they must not be considered 

as systematic attacks upon the white population. 

Nevertheless, the state of panic to which they have 

given rise must be checked at once. It is a]so 

desirable to destroy the passes in the Draakensbcrg, 

bordering W eencn county, of which I believe there 

are many, although upon that point I can obtain 

hut little information from those who ha,·e long 

lived in the colony, and who certainly ought to 

know. These passes once destroyed it will for some 

years be impossible for horsemen to enter Natal on 

this side, or for cattle to be carried off over the 
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range. I intend to take this party of so-called 

'rebels' with me to act as pioneers, in which capacity 

I have no doubt but that they will render valuable 

service, and thus enable me to claim from Govern­

ment the pardon of the whole tribe, and their restora­

tion to their old location. Government, I think, 

must by now be fully aware of the mistake that has 

been committed in 'eating up' this innocent tribe; and 

the good services of my hundred pioneers, in closiug 

the passes adjoining their own location, will afford 

a fair excuse for setting the whole tribe free, and for 

making restitution so far as may be possible. By 

this means the colonial authorities will extricate 

themselves from the very unpleasant dilemma in 

which they now find themselves placed, as I am 

convinced that the Imperial Government will never 

sanction such gross injustice as has been perpetrate<l, 

and it is necessary that the matter should be promptly 

taken in hand." 

.Such was the substance of my Chief's discourse, 

to which I listened in attentive silence, feeling exces­

sively anxious to get hold of matters by the right end 
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at once, and knowing that such opportunities as this 

might not often fall in my way. • 

It struck me then, as it has often struck me since, 

for how very little he himself went in his own estima­

tion of whatever work he haJ iu hand. The liberty 

of these unfortunates, the peace of the country, the 

calming of fears for which he certainly had a lively 

contempt, were all objects for his utmost exertions. So 

also even was the honour of the colonial government, 

the Jato actions of which I rather fancy went shares 

with the aforesaid "fears" in this respect, although 

while under it he served it as truly and energetically 

as he has all his life served that Imperial Govern­

ment which has always owned his highest allegiance. 

With these ohjects in view, he formed, and he 

carried out, an enterprise involving the severest hard­

ships to himself at a time when he had not sufficiently 

recovered from wounds and consequent illness to 

endure them with impunity. Yet, never then nor 

since, have I heard him claim the slightest credit to 

himself in the matter. To the outside world he held 

himself as the servant of the Government, obeying its 
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orders, and carrying out its plans,-plans which he 

alone had made, and to permit the accomplishment of 

which he had with the greatest difficulty to persuade 

an undecided governor, and the crafty unscrupulous 

men who governed him. Later on,-as I saw with my 

own eyes,-he had also to force the same rulers to 

keep the promises which they had made to the Putini 

tribe, and which they would have broken had not my 

Chief's stern uncompromising sense of honour kept 

them, with the greatest difficulty, to the mark. But 

of this more hereafter. 

I dined that evening with the Colonel, his fine dog 

"Prince" sharing the banquet with us, evidently quite 

as a matter of course. His behaviour was most irre­

proachable and gentlemanlike. He sat at his master's 

side; his tall graceful head above the level of the table, 

and his beautiful eyes gravely surveying the dishes. 

He patiently awaited his share of each. • If he thought 

himself forgotten he made no sound nor disturbance 

of any kind, but raised one great paw, and laid it 

gently upon the Colonel's arm in mute entreaty which 

could not Le resisted. His master told me that 
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" Prince " was his constant and only companion, and 

evidently thought a good deal of him, while "Prince" 

as plainly returned the compliment. 

I slept that night in a second tent pitched in the 

garden, which, as the weather was not yet chilly, I 

found extremely pleasant. It was the first time for 

some years that I had slept under canvas, but it was not 

to be the Inst ; and during the next few months I had 

ample opportunities of comparing such comfortable 

"camping out" as my Chief's thoughtful kindness and 

hospitality afforded me at Fort Napier with the 

bitter cold of lying under canvas on the Draakensberg 

in winter-time. 

p 
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TllE MINISTER FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

THE next day was Sunday, and upon the following 

morning I. was sent up the hill to direct the non­

commissioned officer in charge of the" rebels" to have 

them paraded at ten o'clock. It had been arranged 

that at that hour the head of the native department 

should address them, and inform them of the duties 

for which they were destine<l, promising them in the 

name of the Government that they should be released 

on their return, should they have conducted them­

selves to the entire satisfaction of the Inkos under 

whose orders the operations were to he carried out. I 

was glad of the opportunity of witnessing this cere­

mony; and had, besides, some little curiosity to sec 

the minister for native affairs, whose character and 
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importance to the country I had often heard discussed 

by the colonists, amongst whom opinions varied to so 

great an extent that whether, as some said, he wns 

the wisest and best man of his age, the saviour of the 

colony, commanding the most absolute respect and 

affection from the whole native population whose 

many years of peaco were entirely due to his wise and 

strong government,-or whether, a.a others asserted, ho 

was a crafty scheming man, bent ou increasing his 

own power, and whose policy for years had been dis­

honest, unprincipled, and rotten to the core,-was an 

open question to my mind, and one upon which I did 

not venture to question the Colonel. 

I had a pleasant four miles' ride through the fresh 

yet sunny morning· air that l\Iay-day, reaching tho 

"rebel camp" in good time for all arrangements. 

The hundred Putini prisoners had now been for nearly 

five months at work under the corporal in charge of 

them, and during that time he, whether by his own 

choice or owing to the military spirit which presided, 

had contrived to drill them into no despicable condition 

of order. They marched in sections of four, and took 
r 2 
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up their position in line by the roadside in a manner 

which surprised me. 

Punctual to the minute my Chief nppeared on 

horseback,accompanied by the head of the native depart­

ment, and several native chiefs and indunas. * There 

was a great deal of saluting and respectful shouting 

as the party rode up and dismounted, and a general 

condition of nnxiety and excitement prevailed, from 

which, I am free to confess, I was by no means 

exempt. Chairs for the two white Chiefs were now 

placed in the shade at the encl of the building which 

formed the "rebels'" barracks, the accompanying 

native dignitaries sitting on the ground to their right 

and left, whilst the "rebels" formed a semicircle at a 

little distance in front. AB for me, I took up my 

position a little behind the Colonel, and as close to 

him as possible, determined to see and hear all that I 

could ; although, had I been awn.re of how long I 

should stand there, and how little wiser I should be at 

the end of the proceedings, perhaps I might have spared 

myself the trouble. I understand now that· the whole 

.,,. Inuunas-lteml 111eii; in the army, captains. 
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thing was done in true native style, and that it is 

the custom of the bead of the native department to 

imitate as much as possible the habits of a Zulu chief 

in dealing with his people. Accordingly, be first held 

a consultatio~ with his own special followers, which to 

my English ideas lasted a most • unreasonable time, 

seeing that not one of them had a voice in the matter 

in hand, or would have ventured to do otherwise than 

say "Amen" to their lord and master's remarks. 

Certainly, there was a good deal of snuff used on both 

sides, the natives taking large quantities in their 

curious bone or horn spoons, whilst the head of the 

native department at intervals gravely tapped an 

elaborate silver snuff-box; but it did not seem to 

hasten matters, and might as well have been done at 

home as far as I coulJ sec. But then, I, being an 

Englishman, and once a soldier, was accustomed to a 

prompter method of doing business, and was not so 

well versed in Kaffir customs as the head of the native 

department. His manners were those of a paramount 

chief, his habits of thought evidently running in the 

same groove ; and I confess the scene appeared to me 
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to be a solemn farce, and nothing more. I stole an 

occasional glance at my Chief, trying to read bis 

opinion of it all in his face, but it was imperturbably 

calm, and not more weary-looking than usual in repose. 

After a conversation with his own followers which 

seemed interminabl~, the great man at length addressed 

the expectant Putini people, who up to this time had 

preserved a decorous silence. Another lengthened 

parley now ensued, in which some half-dozen of the 

captives took a respectful part. Knowing no Zulu, of 

course I could not tell what passed, but the outward 

appearance of proceedings was as follows,-A few 

words fell from the lips of the great white chief, upon 

which a discussion took place amongst the hearers, 

one of whom then took upon himself to rejoin. After 

a pause,-with snuff,-more words of wisdom flowed 

from the lips of the great Chief, when the same 

ceremony was repeated, and so on, again and again, 

until, I confess, I was very weary. From tone and 

manner I concluded that commands and promises 

were being dribbled out to the poor creatures piece­

meal, and that their replies were thankful acceptations 
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of whatever justice nml mercy they might possiLly 

receive. But why should it take so long 1 The 

pnsoners hacl nothing to urge ; there was nothing 

for them to talk about ; they were simply to be told 

so and so, and there shoukl have Leen an end of it. 

But no ! Knffir-like, the great man considered it 

necessary to talk. Surely the whole thing might have 

been settled in five minutes, instead of which it took 

nearly two hours I 

My mind was certainly unfavourably impressed by 

my first experience of the official method of managing 

nativ•e matters in Natal. It seemed to me that I was 

in the midst of an asscmLlngc of savages only, 

whose modes of thought and ideas were different 

from anything to which I had been accustomed. I 

could hardly believe that I saw before me the man 

who has for so many years controlled, in England's 

name, the destinies of the native races of Natal. I 

felt, rather, that I saw the Zulu despot in the midst 

of his savnge retainers, mH.l to rue it has long Leen 

inconceivable that England's honour should have 

been entrusted, since the birth of this her colony 
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to one who at heart was but a Zulu chief. At last 

it was over, and the ruler of the b]acks departed 

with his retainers. I looked up at my Chief 

and thought I saw relief painted ·upon bis counte­

nance. 

" What was it all about, sir 1 " said I. 

He shrugged his shoulders. " What matter so 

long as I carry out my plan 1" said he, and turned 

at once to his work. 

The men were sent to cat their midday meaJ, 

which bad hccn prepared for them during the con­

ference, and the Colonel then inspected the who]e 

of the entrenching tools which bad been laid out 

m order and ready for the march, directing some 

trifling alterations to he made, and satisfying him­

self that everything wns in complete condition for 

service. 

How different he was now from what he had 

appeared for the last two hours ! Then he was 

!ilent, bored, yet quietly resigned to his fate, and 

to Mr. --'s tardy operations. Now he was full of 

life and energy, seeing into everything with bis own 
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eyes, forgetting nothing, overlooking nothing, and 

doing all as rapidly as thoroughly. I stood by and 

took lessons, ready at any moment for an order to 

myself. 

Presently appeared, ready to start, a procession 

of five two-horse carts, the leading one flying a red 

flag denoting dangcr,-and properly so, for it was 

laden with barrels of gunpowder to be employed m 

purposes of demolition.~ 

The other carts were laden with tents, imple­

ments, and provisions, and all passed our Chief for 

inspection. Now the signal was given by the corporal 

in charge of the "rebels," when they fell in as if 

on parade, each man clad in a serviceable great-coat 

and having a good warm blanket, rolled and worn 

horse-collar fashion over one shoulder and under 

the other. In addition every man carried his rolled 

sleeping-mats, and a couple of long native sticks. 

The Colonel narrowly inspected this party, and 

noticing that several of the great-coats looked worn 

and thin, he directed fresh ones to be given out 

from a supply which he had sent up for the purpose. 
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It was pleasing to observe the satisfaction evinced 

by some of the recipients, who, having come from 

the locality to which they were now bound, fully 

appreciated the sufferings from cold an<l exposure 

which they were about to encounter. :My Chief 

further observing that ten of the men did not look 

so robust as he considered necessary to encounter 

the anticipated hardships, directed them to fall out 

and to ·remain in barracks <luring the absence of their 

comrades. 

All being now ready each man shouldered bis 

pickaxe and shovel; and, the signal being given, 

the party marched off apparently in high glee, and 

singing one of their national war-songs. 

Having seen little or nothing of the natives in 

their wild state I felt a great curiosity ancl interest 

in them, and was somewhat struck by this war-song, 

whieh, proceeding from so many, had an impressiYe 

effect. Not that all sang, or rather shouted, together 

the whole time. One man, a leader, whether from 

his rank amongst them, or from his powers of voice, 

commenced, and chanted alone for a few minutes 
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a monotonous dirge-like song, which was presently 

chorussed by the whole bouy with a loud loug shout 

of " Hau ! Hau I Hau I " and then the solo com­

menced again. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ESTCOURT. 

LEAVING the "rebel " barracks behind us we slowly 

climbe_d the long steep hill which, rising above the 

town of Pietermaritzburg, forms the first and most 

difficult stage of the journey to Esteourt. 

The Colonel's orders to us were to make short 

marches at first, in order that both men and horses 

shou]d gradually be inured to hard work, and our 

first day's march, accordingly, was one of twelve 

miles only, to Houick, an inn close to the Falls of 

the Upper Umgeni. This is a general halting-place 

for travellers up-country, as we11 as a common resort 

for picnic-parties and visitors to the Falls. 

,v e reached Houick at about eight P.M., march­

ing having been but slow. But then, besides the 

fact that much of the road was uphill and our men 

Digitized by Google 



ESTCOURT. 77 

heavily laden, we met with various accidents which 

caused delay. ,v e could not have started in 

better order than we did, and the Colonel's careful 

forethought and personal attention to every detail of 

our equipment, etc., should have saved us from mis­

hap, if anything could. But it is in the nature of 

expeditions, however well planned, that something 

should go wrong, and we were not exempt from 

the general rule. That unlucky ammunition-cart 

in particular seemed bound to come to grief, 

whether from its weight, or that the driver 

was not as careful as he ought to have been. At 

all events the "danger-flag" struck twice during our 

two first days' march, the cart upsetting, and in one 

instance a keg of powder bursting. However, no 

serious damage wa.'3 done except to the wheel-horse's 

knees, which were badly cut. 

Then there was delay at Houick in waiting for 

· slaughter cattle ; delay again at Currie's, our next 

halting-place; and another twelve miles' march, owing 

to a report brought by one of the drivers that the 

Colonel's marquee had been lost or stolen from the 
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waggon m his charge. There were two waggons 

belonging to our party which had been sent on a 

couple of days before us, and it wns from one of • 

these that the marquee had vanished. All our 

efforts to recover it were m vmn. We never saw it 

again. 

Such, however, were the most serious disasters 

which we had to report when, during our fourth 

day's march, the Colonel overtook us, and preceded 

us into Estcourt, the chief village of W eenen county, 

where we remained four days before starting for the 

mountains for which we were bound. 

On the morning after our arrival our camp was 

visited by our Chief, who had lodged for the night 

in the village. He inspected the party, making 

minute inquiries as to the health of the men and 

the fitness of the horses for service ; and, I am glad 

to say, finding everything to his entire satisfaction. 

He next ordered all the stores to be unpacked, care­

fu]ly surveyed them, and had them repacked so that 

we should be ready to start at the shortest notice. 

That would be, as soon as the infantry detachment, 
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which was to accompany us under Captain --, 

should receive a fresh supply of boots from Pieter­

maritzlmrg, which they were awaiting, and without 

which the British sol<lier could not be expected to 

march any great distance. 

His business at the camp couclutled, tho Colonel 

turned to me, saying: "Now I shall go and report 

myself to the acting resident magistrate, Mr. M--, 

as it is only right that the chief civil authority in the 

county should know of all the movements of the troops 

therein. You may as well come with me, Wylde." 

Accordingly we walked across the Estcourt Bridge 

and turned our steps in the direction of the magis­

trate's office, when we were overtaken by that 

gentleman in person on horseback and accompanied 

by an armed native escort, without which, I was 

afterwards told, he never stirred a yard by night 

or day. This fact was very significant of the feeling 

of the magistrate as to the state of the county, and 

his subsequent speeches showed the condition of 

unreasoning terror to which men's minds had been 

reduced. 
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My Chief saluted him with courtesy, and the 

deference due to his office, making himself known 

to him in the following words ; " Allow me, sir, to 

introduce myself to you as the officer commanding 

the troops in this county. I am about to patrol 

the line of country immediately under the Draakens­

bcrg, and to destroy the passes leading out of Natal." 

The magistrate's reply to this courteous address 

astonished me not a little. "I should like to know, 

sir," he said, in very angry tones, " under whose 

advice Government has sent these rebels up to ravage 

the country. Not one of them will be with you in a 

week, and we shall all he murdered in our beds." 

I confess that I felt very indignant on hearing my 

Chief so rudely attacked ; but he replied : " I do 

not think, sir, that you have any reason to be 

alarmed. As to the men whom I have brought 

with me as pioneers, I can answer for it that every 

one of them will return with me when their work 

is accomplished. If there are marauders in the 

county they will fly before us. Nothing but good 

can possibly result." 
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Forbearance and condescension m explaining 

matters were quite thrown away upon the magistrate : 

so, with a quiet remark, my Colonel turned upon 

his heel and left him. 

As we returned to the camp he exclaimed with an 

indignation which Mr. M--'s incivility to himself 

could not rouse in him : " They know how to treat 

the natives t Up here they would enslave them 

if they could. And now," he said, " I must go 

and pay my respects to the family of the resident 

magistrate, who is himself away in England on sick­

leave. He commanded the volunteers and native 

levies of the county of W cenen during the recent dis­

turbances, and I made his acquaintance then. You 

can come with me, if you like, Wylde." 

I could not help telling him that, ready and willing 

as I was to accompany him anywhere, I sincerely 

hoped that I should not often be obliged to stand by 

and listen to uncourteous language addressed to him 

without the power of resenting it. 

He laughed, telling me that, were I to quarrel 

with everyone who spoke ill of him in Natal, I should 
G 
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have my hands pretty full ; for that just now he was 

about the best-hated man in the colony. 

I knew it well enough ; but it was grievous to me 

all the same, even although I knew also that it was 

for exactly those qualities which I respected most 

in him that the colonists and their newspapers reviled 

him. 

" If we had our own men here, sir, as in the old 

days, I hardly think the curs would venture a second 

time," I exclaimed with some heat. " They would 

have had the houses of some of these wretched editors 

down about their cars long ago, and have ducked 

them in the nearest stream." 

My Chief could not help smiling a little at the 

recollection I brought up of the hundred and twenty 

bronzed and stalwart men of his company, each and 

all of whom would have looked upon an insulting word 

to their captain as a wrong to himself, not to be 

passed over without punishment; and who would, 

undoubtedly, in such a case as this of the colonial 

newspapers, have taken the law into their own hands, 

careless of the consequences to themselves. But none 
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the less did he reprove me for my intemperate 

language, warning me against allowing my indigna­

tion to get the better of me, and pointing out that, as 

his own personal follower, I must be doubly careful, 

aa whatever I did or said would undoubtedly be laid 

to his charge. 

I promised obedience and discretion the more 

readily as I had already had a little opportunity of 

relieving my feelings on that point, which I did not 

think it necessary to confess to my Chief, as no mis­

chief had resulted. The facts were as follows ;-Im­

mediately upon our arrival the previous afternoon, I had 

fallen in with a private of infantry who had known 

me by sight during the time that I was hanging about 

Durban. Finding me now attached to the service of 

the Colonel, whom, in common with his comrades, he 

held in the highest estimation for his gallant and 

soldierly conduct during the expedition of 1873, he 

hastened to inform me of the state of mind prevailing 

in Estcourt towards my Chief. The acting magis­

trate's speeches were fair examples of this. The people 

were mad with foolish terror, and looked upon the 
o 2 
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Colonel as their deadly foe, about to bring death and 

destruction upon them at the hands of our poor 

peaceful, docile pioneers. The condition of panic 

which our operations would finally allay was at this 

time only augmented by our appearance. The man 

told me that numerous abusive placards concerning 

the Colonel were posted about the town, and that he 

knew who had done it. 

" What is his name, and where does he live 1" I 

inquired sharply. His name was X--, and he was 

staying at the Estcourt Hotel, was the information 

that I received. Consequently I came to the wise 

resolve of dining at the Estcourt inn myself that night, 

on purpose to pick a quarrel with Mr. X--. I 

wonder what my Chief would have said to me had he 

known of my intention ! 

At the hotel that evening we sat down to dinner 

some dozen men, amongst whom I was the only 

stranger. As such, however, my companions addressed 

me occasionally, with the lack of ceremony natural in 

a colony. They talked freely amongst themselves, 

and I soon discoYered that the adversary that I sought 
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sat exactly opposite me on the other side of the table. 

Nor was I long in finding an opportunity for the 

remark that I had to make. The conversation very 

soon turned upon my Chief and his doings, and the 

tone of the comments made were such as to lead me 

to think that I should presently have twelve quarrels 

on my hands instead of one. A momentary pause in 

their talk gave me the opportunity I required. Look­

ing steadily across the table at Mr. X--, I said very 

deliberately, and in a voice loud enough to be heard 

by all present : " By the way, I should much like to 

know the man who has been poRting abusive placards 

concerning Colonel Durnford about this town. Could 

I see him before me I would certainly fling this glass 

of wine in his face." 

A dead silence followed my defiance. I had ex­

pected Mr. X-- to spring to his feet, and hurl it 

back again; but he only turned very red, and shifted 

uneasily in his chair without meeting my eye, and 

presently began to talk very fast to his right-hand 

neighbour upon some matter of farming. 

Whereupon the rest of the company fell to feeding 
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again, and to talking upon indifferent subjects; and 

I, feeling that my dinner would certainly choke 

me on the top of so much unexpended indignation, 

rose and left the room and very shortly returned to 

camp, which I had much better not have left at 

all. I never heard any more of Mr. X-. 

In order to pay our visit to the family of the 

resi<lent magistrate we mounted our horses and rode 

for about a mile an<l a half by the riverside, through 

an un<lulating grass country, covered with mimosa 

bushes, arriving at a long thatch-roofed house, em­

bowered in trees. 

Here we were received by the ladies of the house­

hold, and by a brother of the gentleman from whom 

we had lately parted upon Estcourt Bridge. I sup­

pose I must have been long enough out of the 

society of ladies to become shy; for, although I used 

not to be afflicted in that way, I was certainly so 

far overcome by being suddenly brought into an 

assemblage of the fair sex, that I had only a very 

confused notion of the names and number of those 

to whom I was introduced, and hardly knew what 
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I was nbout until I found myself seated on one side 

of the room, being entertained by a young lacly,­

name unknown,-who owned a pair of fine dark eyes, 

and the Colonel talking to several other ladies and 

1Ir. • __ opposite us. Our conversation ha<l not got 

very far when that upon the other side of the room 

became so interesting to us both that we simulta­

neously stopped talking, and turned our attention to 

what was going on. 

The Colonel had just discovered that, in con­

sequence of the supposed dangerous state of the 

country, the ladies were about to leave Estcourt 

and take refuge in Pictermaritzlmrg ; and he was 

entreating them not to adopt such a measure, know• 

ing full well that, did they do so, a universal nee<l­

less panic would prevail. He called upon the eldest 

daughter of the house (the mother was in England 

with her husband) to behave as became her father's 

child, and to set the example which she knew he 

would approve. After some persuasion his argu­

ments, more· especially his appeal to Miss -- as 

her father's daughter, prevailed. The young lady 
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of the dark eyes, who I now found was a visitor 

from Pietermaritzburg, expressed herself as quite 

ready to take her share of the expected dangers; 

and the Colonel dispelled any doubts that might 

remain by promising to leave a corporal and three 

men of the infantry as a guard to protect them. 

I soon observed that Mr. --'s attitude towards 

my Chief was very different from that adopted by 

his brother the acting magistrate, for the former 

seemed as friendly as possible. He was just con­

cluding some agreeable speech or other with these 

words : "And I hope, .Colonel, if you ever pass 

our way, you will do us the pleasure of stopping 

the night at our house" ("we" standing for himself 

and his elder brother)-when, to my great amuse­

ment, that unfortunate old gentleman entered the 

room in time to hear every word of an invitation 

which he certainly would not have ratified. 

His look of horror, and his extreme discomfort 

at again so soon meeting the Colonel,-whom he 

evidently looked upon as a firebmnd of the hottest 

description,-and finding him on such excellent 
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terms in the family with which he himself was 

residing p1·0 tem., were so marked that my anger 

against him almost evaporated in delight at his 

discomfiture. 

Our visit had already lasted sufficiently long, 

and we shortly took our leave and returned to 

camp, in the appearance of which a considerable 

change had taken place during our absence. The 

place was now thronged with native women and 

girls-the wives, mothers, and sisters of our captive 

p10neers. 

These poor women had seen all the men of 

their tribe torn from their homes some six months 

before, their homes burnt, and their land laid waste, 

while they themselves were sent to live in a sort 

of half-captivity under the guardianship of so-called 

" loyal native " chiefs.* They knew not what 

were their offences against the Government. To 

them it must have seemed that the white forces, .. 

• There are facts connected with the treatment of these 
women by the said "loyal natives," permitted and supported 
by the British authorities, which are hardly _fit for these pages, 
but may easily be learned by those interested. 
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and their native auxiliaries who came out against 

Langalibalcle, disappointed of their prey, finding 

nothing worth confiscating, and comparatively little 

to kill, had turned their arms against a peaceful 

well-to-do little tribe, an easy unsuspecting prey, 

that they might not return home empty-handed. 

Ah I seeing how well the Putini spoils would 

have "paid expenses," and the Putini prisoners 

supplied "cheap labour," if only a convenient veil 

could be drawn over the little transaction to the 

eyes at home in England, I no longer wonder at 

the unpopularity of my Chief, who did so much 

towards tearing off that veil, and who, behind the 

scenes as he necessarily was, would not consent 

to the plan of " every man making his own little 

game." To him duty alone was clear, and he could 

not comprehend this "working round crooked places," 

as I have heard him term it. 

Most of the Putini women had probably never 

expected to see their male relatives again, after 

they were carried off by the " impi" (army) ; for 

according to the customs of savage warfare, which 
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.. 
were carried out to a lamentable extent by us m 

that unlucky expedition of 18~3, they would expect 

them all to be put to death. So now hearing, in 

the speedy way in which news always flies amongst 

the natives, that some of the long-lost ones wcro 

so near again, they poured into the camp to see 

them, all bearing offerings of native luxuries, such 

as pots of tshwala, (native beer), mealies, pumpkins, 

etc. etc., for their respective relatives. The joy 

of the poor creatures on both sides was most affecting 

to witness, and no one present on that oceas10n 

could have doubted that warm family affection 

exists amongst the Kaffirs. 

It was, however, but a short-lived happiness, 

for those precious colonial authorities seemed to 

have no vestige of human feeling towards their 

unfortunate victims. For that one afternoon content 

reigned in the camp ; and I need hardly say that 

our Chief was heartily glad that his protf:gcs should 

have their hearts cheered nnd their spirits raised 

by a meeting with the families to whom he hoped 

to restore them in a few months' time. But on 
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the following day a complaint was macle to him 

by one of the "rebels" that while taking a pot 

of tshwala from the hands of his sister, a native 

policeman, belonging to the magistrate's court, had 

snatched it from him and struck him over the 

arm with a knob-ke1·rie. The Colonel directed the 

complainant to go at once to the magistrate's court 

then sitting, and attended himself, making the 

complaint that one of his men had been thus 

assaulted. The magistrate dismissed the case as 

one founded on insufficient evidence. But this was 

not all. He considered that in any case the 

policeman would not have exceeded his duty in taking 

the pot from the "rebel;" and he forthwith ordered 

that, in future, any women of the tribe of Putini 

found in Estcourt should be brought before him, 

in order that he might commit them to gaol, as, 

he said, there was no knowing what mischief and 

fresh rebellion might not come from their being 

allowed any communication with their male relatives. 

He further requested my Chief to give orders that 

no women should be allowed to enter his camp while 
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at Estcourt, in which the Colonel acquiesced m 

deference to the civil power; although, in conversa­

tion with me afterwards, he freely expressed the 

indignation and contempt which he felt for the 

want of manliness and humanity which alone could 

dictate such tyrannical or<l.ers. 

I must not forget to mention here that the party 

of Basutos, headed by their chief Hlubi, whom the 

Colonel had previously mentioned as forming part 

of his intended force, joined us upon the first day 

of our stay in Estcourt. These were some of the 

men who had so gallantly stood by him ·at that 

disastrous affair at the Bushman's River Pass; and 

I was not a little anxious to see them after hearing 

the high terms in which the Colonel spoke of their 

valour and discipline. They were small active men, 

upon small active horses, to which they seemed to 

belong almost as completely as did Attila's Hunnish 

followers to the steeds from whose backs they were 

reported never to descend. Each man of the Ba.auto 

party carried a blanket rolled behind his saddle, and 

a great-coat rolled before him, and each man was 
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armed with ·a breech-loading carbine. This was the 

whole of their equipment, and they looked what they 

afterwards proved themselves to be, a most service. 

able body of scouts.* 

While we were at Estcourt, or soon after our 

departure, there appeared in one of the Pietermaritz. 

burg newspapers an article which so exactly illus­

tmtes the feeling of the public concerning our ex­

pedition, before time and circumstances had proved 

our harmlessness, that I cannot do better than 

quote it entire, especially as it is. a very amusing 

composition. 

It will be in the remembrance of every reader that, during 
the Inst session of the Legislative Council, a scheme proposed by 
:Major Durnford for drilling the Kaffirs for road-parties was sub­
mitted to the Legislative Council, and was unanimously and 
peremptorily rejected. Of course everybody considered the matter 
settled, and that the scheme had passed into the limbo of oblivion. 
l3ut such we find is not the case. The Governor had the good 
sense to bow to the decision arrived at in the Council, because it 
was his duty to do so, especially when it was so well known that 

* These Basutos arc a far more civilised race than the Zulu 
Kaffirs. They dress in European clothes, live in square-built houses 
instead of huts, and can most of them read and write in their own 
language and in Zulu-not a few of them in ours also ; but they 
arc inferior in physique to the Zulus. 
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the Council had echoed the unanimous voice of the people. On 
the other hand, if tbo information we have received from Estcourt 
bo correct-and we cannot doubt its truth-Colonel Durnford has 
deemed it to be part of l1is duty to disrC'gard the authority of the 
Council, to insult it, and through it, the people, by placing a largo 
body of natives under military drill. Two issues ago wo informed 
our readers that Colonel Durnford had taken a largo band,-about 
one _hundred and twcnty,-of the Putini tribe to blow up the 
passes in the Draakcnsbcrg. It was not sufficient for this recal­
citrant Colonel, that sympathisers with, nay members of the rebel 
tribe should have been chosen for this purpose, which gives them 
abundant opportunity to escape from the surveillance under which 
they are at present held, but that they may be the more formidable 
when they do escape, the Colonel has been taking the trouble 
to drill them. We are told, on good authority, that the Knflirs 
were drawn up in two lines, and ordered to dress, take open 
order, march,-all which they obeyed with considerable precision, 
which showed that the instruction had been goiug on for some 
time. A drill-sergeant accompanied the party. This process 
of instruction was gone through near to the magistrate's ojJice at 
Estcourt I and l\Ir. M--, who was lately so nearly assassinated, 
very ,visely remonstrated with Colonel Durnford for pursuing 
such a course, and, in particular, that he should have chosen 
a place in close proximity to the magistrate's court to make 
such an exhibition. The Colonel, who hM an infinite opinion 
of himself, replied with much hauteur: " It is no business of 
yours, Mr. l\Iagistrate, I know my duty." The Colonel seems 
to be one of those high-minded persons who look upon the 
people of the colony as so many dogs as compared with himself, 
and who deems it good fun to insult a helpless Council, that 
may talk and pass resolutions, but can do nothing more, and 
which it is the duty of the officials to disregard and treat with 
contempt. ·whether the· people will quietly permit such open 
defiance of their will, and such barefaced violation of their 
orders, remains to be seen. 
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This effusion, amazingly incorrect, both as to 

fact and as to grammar, in spite of its comic mag­

niloquence, afforded the " recalcitrant Colonel " and 

myself immense amusement. One could not help 

wondering with what object the colony supports its 

"helpless Council." Can it be from pure benevo­

lence to the members 1 
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OUR PERILS ON THE ROAD. 

THE next few days were spent by the Colonel in 

inspecting us, our men, waggons, carts, horses, stores, 

etc., and in seeing that all our arrangements were 

perfected, until at last, upon the afternoon of the 

fifth day after our arrival at Estcourt, the troops 

were ready to march. The boots had arrived, 

and the detachment joined the expedition. The 

carts set off by one route across country, the waggons 

by the road, we ourselves keeping with the former. 

All promised a fair day's journey, when a messenger, 

sent across to us from the road, brought us the 

unwelcome intelligence that one of the waggons had 

stuck fast in a mud-hole, in which it remained 

immovably fixed. We camped for the night at a 

native kraal, near which the news of the accident 
B 
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had reached us, ~aving made but seven miles 

that day. 

Of course no further advance could be made 

until the unlucky waggon was on the road again. 

So the next morning saw a working-party engaged 

in digging out the wheels, which had sunk above 

the axletrees in mud. 

No pleasant piece of work at any time is that 

of getting a heavily-laden South-African waggon out 

of a hole. The patient suffering oxen, struggling 

under the repeated lash against a dead weight 

upon which their strength makes no impression,­

the shouts and oaths of the drivers and crack of 

the whips,-all under the blazing sun of an African 

midday, intensely hot even in winter, and sur­

rounded by a parched brown-looking country,-all 

this forms no agreeable picture for the memory to 

dwell upon. We, of course, prevented as much ns 

possible the ill-treatment of the beasts ; and when 

they - fourteen or sixteen great creatures, with 

humped backs and wide-spreading horns, harnessed 

(or u inspanned," as they say in Natal) two-and-two 
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with huge wooden yokes,-fell back exhausted and 

in confusion, the men seized pick and shovel and 

worked away at the buried wheels; and then, after 

ten minutes' toil, we tried once more what the 

results of our labour, and the recovered strength 

of the oxen, urged on by voice and lash, would 

do for us ;-yet still in vain. The work must be 

done. There was no help for it. We off-loaded the 

waggon at last, and even then the attempt was 

repeated a dozen times, before, with toiling straining 

cattle, groaning and creaking timbers, and hot tired 

drivers, the huge lumbering machine stirred from 

i~s muddy bed. Then, with another effort, the 

spent oxen urged once more to full exertion, all 

hands pushing and tugging at the wheels, the waggon 

was on dry ground. The men loaded-up again, 

and it proceeded slowly on its way, with the 

chance of sticking fast in like manner in some other 

mud-hole before the day's journey was over. 

Such is waggon travelling over most roads in 

Natal; and such, I have often been told, was the case 

even on the main-road between Durban and Pieter­
H 2 
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maritzburg, until my Chief took it in hand as 

colonial engineer. Since that time such scenes have 

not occurred upon that section of the road. Our 

o-wn experience was what I have described, though it 

was not the same waggon which stuck fast a second 

time that day. The latter accident occurred to 

another very heavy one, called in South - African 

parlance a " buck-waggon," which was laden with 

the equipment of the troops, and which came to 

grief at the first muddy stream we crossed. 

" This won't do at all," said my Chief, and next 

day he sent out a working-party to repair about 

four miles of road, which was in a particularly 

bad state, crossing a stream with very muddy banks. 

This was done on the principle that a stitch in 

time saves nine, and that it is easier to mend a 

hole than to pull your waggon out of one. In­

deed, although the work delayed us another day, 

it was time well spent, and saved us much in 

the end. 

The change in temperature, after leaving Pieter­

maritzburg, had been very great. There the nights 
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were still warm when we left, but they were very 

cold by the time we reached Estcourt, where we 

found frost nightly, and saw snow upon the hills 

about seven miles off, an unusual occurrence, I 

believe, so early in the year. 

Naturally we found it colder as we approached 

the mountains, and we were all of us, white and 

black, glad enough to sit round our blazing camp­

fires at night. 

Upon the last evening of our encampment at the 

Kaffir kraal, all were thus resting and warming them­

selves when a suspicious incident occurred. Round 

one of the fires sat some half-dozen pioneers, their 

dark faces and white teeth lit up by the glare, and 

brought into strong relief against the black moonless 

night. They were talking fast, but in subdued tones, 

for close by, although in the shadow, sat the Colonel, 

attended, as usual, by myself, while at a little dis­

tance stood a British soldier on guard, also shrouded 

in darkness. 

To anyone arriving in camp the assemblage would 

have appeared to be merely one of natives belonging 
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to the kraal, for there were not even "white voices " 

at this particular fire. .My Chief ancl I were equally 

silent, while we chanced to be the only Europeans 

close at hand except the sentry. '!'he rest were either 

distributed around the other fires, or asleep in their 

huts. 

Suddenly we were aroused,-my Chjef from his 

thoughts, myself, I confess, from a doze,-by the 

sound of horses' feet, and next minute three natives, 

armed and mounted, appeared within the fire-lit 

circle. They saw neither us nor the sentry, and, 

evidently looking upon the party as a gathering of 

their own kind only, dismounted without more ado. 

From where we were sitting their every motion 

was visiblo to us, and I never saw faces express 

greater consternation than did theirs when they 

caught sight of the Colonel's tall commanding figure, 

clad in uniform, as he advanced into the ligh~ of 

the blaze and demanded who they were. I kept 

close to him, meanwhile, under the influence of that 

vain hope of some day coming between him and 

danger, which throughout our expedition caused me 
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to follow him as closely aa his shadow whenever the 

work he gave me to do permitted it. 

,vithout making the slightest attempt at an 

answer or explanation, the men rushed to their 

horses, endeavouring to mount and escape; but 

under such suspicious circumstances, and the still 

unsettled ata.te of the country, that could not be 

permitted. My Chief sprang forward to arrest 

them. 'l'he sentry and I immediately following his 

example, and the fugitives, seeing that they had no 

choice but to submit, made no resistance, but laid 

down their arms and surrendered. They seemed 

unable to give any satisfactory account of them­

selves, or of the arms in their possession, consisting 

of five guns besides native weapons ; nor had they 

any passes, without which it was at that time un­

lawful for natives to travel. Accordingly the Colonel 

detained them for the night, but released them on 

the following morning upon their being identified by 

Hlubi aa retainers of tho chief Zikali, a well-known 

" loyal" subject, and one who had rendered service 

to the Government during the late disturbances, 
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They were of a class whom I had already learnt to 

know as "Government devils," on account of the 

savage character of the acts perpetrated by them 

in the name and under the protection of the Govern­

ment. I confess that I looked upon them and their 

kind as far more worthy of being kept prisoners and 

punished than our poor peaceful " rebels," except 

that after all they did but follow the example and 

carry out the orders of their white masters, who, not 

being ignorant savages, were therefore far more 

guilty than they. 

Nor was this our only expenence of the same 

sort. On the afternoon of the following day, ns 

I was riding with my Chief and the advanced guard 

of Basutos, we saw about two miles distant a party 

of five armed natives on foot, running towards some 

rocky and broken ground, as if for concealment. • 

The Colonel immediately ordered two of the Basutos 

to ride in one direction, and two in the other, for 

the purpose of cutting them off, while he -himself 

rode straight for the flying men, followed, of course, 

byme. 
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The country was open and undulating, affording 

capital galloping ground, over which our horses 

went at full speed, doubtless sharing with their riders 

the exhilarating effect of rapid motion through the 

fresh, almost frosty air. I was enjoying myself to 

the utmost, feeling that I should never care to 

draw rein, when suddenly and unexpectedly I found 

myself brought to a standstill in a way which I 

by no means relished. My horse had plunged up 

to the girths in a morass, from which I extricated 

him and myself with considerable difficulty. Much 

annoyed at the delay occasioned by my accident, 

I pressed on again as quickly as possible, and 

breasting the heights beyond, I saw, at a few hun­

dred yards' distance, my Chief alone, parleying with 

the fugitives, who appeared indeed to have turned 

at bay. I made all haste to reach the Colonel's 

side, but, as I galloped down the gentle incline 

towards the spot, I became aware, to my no small 

alarm, that ·the demonstrations upon the other side 

were decidedly warlike. Those men who had 

guns were beginning to. handle them m a sus~ 
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picious manner, while the others were unmistakably 

brandishing their assegais. 

'' One against five," thought I, as I urged my 

horse to his utmost speed. "He with but one hand 

for weapon and reins, and I out of the way ns 

usual. Just like my -- luck l" 

But before I reached tho spot my anxieties were 

relieved. My Chief had quietly dropped the reins 

upon his horse's neck, and drew tho revolver which 

had hitherto been carried in his holster. The sight 

of it intimiuated the foe, and, a couple of Basutos 

galloping up with cocked carbines in one direction, 

and I in another, the men laid down their arms 

and surrendered. We kept them with us for a 

couple of days, until we could identify them. After 

what has gone before, my readers may not be 

surprised to learn that these prisoners also turned 

out to be "loyal natives," also without passes, ~nd 

carrying unregistered guns. They proved, however, 

to have been out upon Government service, and 

to be on their way home after escorting a Govern• 

ment official from one place to another ; under 

which circumstances one would have imagined that 
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they would have been carefully supplied with the 

passes requisite for their safety, which, however,.. 

was not the case. Of course the Colonel released 

them~ while we rather wondered why they should 

have given us the trouble of chasing them, still 

more, why they should have resisted the Colonel's 

authority. 

Their behaviou; puzzled me considerably. At 

first I was inclined to think that their foar of us 

was a plain evidence of guilt of some sort: ,v ere 

they, I argued, on a little expedition of their own; 

hunting out stray fugitives of the dispersed tribes 

for purposes of plunder or murded Were they; 

perhaps, tacitly permitted so to do by their white 

captains, some of whom are known to have called 

for " no prisoners," with a bloody significance in 

the words, dwing the la.to "rebellion 1 " :My mind, 

I confess, was in a state of suspicion, owing to tho 

tales of wrong and cruelty which I had already 

heard, and I was ready enough to believe anything 

of " Government devils " and their masters. Aftei­

the full explanation which we received from these 

five men, however, that little theory of mine was 
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destroyed in this individual case ; and upon further 

consideration I could only arrive at one conclusion 

as to the cause of the behaviour of both parties 

of would-be fugitives from our path. The conclusion 

left upon my mind is that these men, although 

one party at least was in Government employ, and 

doing no wrong, were afraid to trust themselves . 
in our hands, because the native experience of white 

inen's justice and mercy, especially during the late 

disturbances, were such that they felt that no 

mnocence on their part was a safeguard against 

cruelty and oppression. They had lost all faith 

in their white rulers; and my Chief was a stranger 

to them, who, for aught they knew, might promptly 

have them stripped and flogged, if not even put to 

death, as rebels, and no question asked or answered. 

Before we left this part of the country, the tribes 

residing in it learnt to know the Colonel better, 

and to f?ar no wrong or injustice at his hands; 

although, at the same time, they learnt to fear 

his just displeasure, and to pay prompt and entire 

obedience to his commands. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OUR JOURNEY ON. 

ON the afternoon of the following day we arrived 

at Cathkin, a farm occupied by one of the true old 

colonists, Mr. --. This farm is situated at the 

base of the Draakensberg, close to the location lately 

inhabited by the Putini tribe, the well-known peak, 

called Cathkin, or Champagne Castle, towering mag­

nificently above the general line of the mountain 

range. 

The Colonel rode on in front of the party to ask 

the permission of Mr. -- to camp upon his farm, 

which the latter accorded ; protesting, however, the 

while that these desperate "rebels " whom we had 

brought with us would soon be dispersed over the 

country. Nevertheless to us he showed himself most 

hospitable, and, only stipulating that the "rebels " 
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should not be allowed to approach the house, he 

invited us all in, and soon set before us an excellent 

repast. -- might be taken as a good type of the 

hard-working successful colonist. Settling in Natal 

many years ago he has, by steady industry and 

perseverance, realised no inconsiderable fortune, in 

adding to which he was now assisted by his sons, 

whom, with excellent common sense, he has brought 

up to follow such trades as are useful in a new and 

sparsely-inhabited country. Of the two at home 

while we were at Cathkin, one was a good waggon­

builder, the other we found to be an experienced 

blacksmith. The house in which the family lived 

was substantially built, the signs of the times evident 

in the strong slrntters attached to every window, to 

be closed at sundown, the heavy bars to the doors, 

the care with which the cattle and horses were kept 

in their kraals at night, and the guard of armed 

natives, provided hy Government, which was posted 

every evening in the verandah. 

I have been told that formerly, that is to say 

before the expedition of 1873, doors and windows 
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were not even closed either by day or by night ; and 

I believe that in most parts of the colony such is still 

the custom of the white inhabitants, except in the 

towns or in their immediate neighbourhood. This 

fact in itself seems to me to prove the peaceful and 

honest character of the uncivilised natives, amongst 

whom I believe thefts arc absolutely unknown. 

At the time, and in the locality of which I write, 

however, the bars and bolts were no unnecessary 

adjuncts. Peaceful and inoffensive as arc the Zulu­

Kaffirs when unmolested, they are not devoid of 

spirit, still less, as I have mentioned before, of family 

affection ; and some of them had lately been driven 

by their wrongs to take vengeance upon their white 

oppressors. 

Terrible stories there are, known to many but 

suppressed by most, of atroc_ities committed upon 

the so-called "rebels " six months before,-women 

and children killed, caves containing fugitives of both 

sexes fired into, and the unhappy occupants finally 

smothered by the smoke of fires lit outside for the 

purpose. These deeds were done by white and black 
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on "our" side,-with shame I say the word ;-and 

vengeance had been attempted more than once by 

some of the unhappy survivors. Therefore it was as 

well that the houses in this part of the country 

should be furnished with bolts and bars. 

One of the young men accompanied us ·as a 

guide when we left Cathkin, as he knew the country 

well ; and I had some opportunity of conversing 

with him, and of eliciting his "young colonial" views 

of matters. I thought that from him, living as 

he did close to the scene of the late disturbances, 

I should at least be able to learn in what way 

Langalibalele earned the title of "bloodthirsty rebel," 

which I had so often heard applied to him, and 

what his people had done to deserve the severe 

punishment which had fallen upon them. I confess 

that I was disappointed by the answers that I 

received. I hoped to find that at least our cause 

was good. I wished to think that we English 

had reason in the main for what we did, and that, 

although acts had been perpetrated by " us " which 

all Englishmen must condemn, yet that they were 
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but the individual instances of cruelty almost m­

separably connected with a savage warfare, in which 

savage auxiliaries and independent volunteers are 

employed. Could tales have been told of attacks 

upon farmhouses and the white families living in 

them, of murder and insult to women and children,· 

of any such injuries as would naturally put the 

fire of indignation into our hearts and brains, I 

should have been satisfied that punishment was justi­

fied, harshness excusable, and even cruelty not much 

to be wondered at, although deeply to be regretted. 

But of any such justification or excuse I never 

heard a ~ord. Not a single outrage had been 

committed of any description, not a head of cattle 

even stolen from the isolated farms in and close to 

• Langalibalele's location. In answer to my questions 

our young guide had plenty to say, and all the 

usual complaints to make. The Kaffirs were lazy 

and "cheeky," they had been getting more and more 

so, and thought themselves as good as the white 

men now. In fact it was the old story ; the black 

man did not care to be the white man's slave, 
I 
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and the white man could not endure the black man 

in any other position. This feeling, and this only, 

I believe to have been the cause of the expedition 

of 1873; and this same feeling would very soon 

bring about,-what would proye a very different 

matter,-a war with the Zulus, were it not, fortunately 

for all concerned ( even for those who most resent 

the restraint put upon them), that our English 

Government at home keeps such a vigilant watch 

over her colonies, to prevent unjust and unnecessary 

wars. Otherwise, the very existence upon our borders 

of a large body of natives whom we cannot tax, 

who arc not our servants, nor obliged to treat us 

with any especial respect, would certainly sooner 

or later bring about aggressive acts on our part, 

which in their turn would irritate our neighbours 

into giving us some handle for undertaking a war 

of invasion against them. Such a war would 

certainly be a bloody one on both sides, entailing 

consequences hardly to be calculated either in sorrow 

or duration. May just and wise rulers, under 

Providence, spare us such an evil t 
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As to Langalibalelo himself, I must distinctly 

assert that although I have taken some trouble in 

making inquiries _from those likely to know, I havo 

never been able to gain a clear notion of what con­

stituted either 'his long course of disrespect towards 

Government, of which I have heard so many vague 

assertions, or the " rebellious " conduct for which his 

tribe has been destroyed. That he ran away instead 

of coming when he was called, under a well-founded 

fear of treachery from tho whites, seems to be the 

extent of his offence. The more I heard of the 

expedition of 1873, of the reasons for it, and of the 

way in which it was carried out, the more did I hate 

to think that in such a cause, and in company with 

such men, was my Colonel sent to fight, and receive 

the wounds, one of which permanently disabled him. 

He simply did his duty, and I need hardly say, 

perhaps, that he had no share in the cold-blooded 

butchery,-! can call it nothing else,-which went on 

for weeks after the one fight at the Bushman's River 

Pass. All that time, regardless of his own wounded 

and shattered condition, he was away upon the moun-
1 2 
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tains, in pursuit of the main body of Langalibalele's 

men, and for the purpose of intercepting another 

tribe supposed to be about to follow in the steps 

of the first. It is indeed to be regretted that he 

was not present to prevent such scenes as that which 

took place at the cave, since known as "Colenso's 

Cave," where for two hours one of the tribe held 

his own in a crevice amongst the rocks, against 

a force armed with carbines, revolvers, and rockets, 

surrendering only when covered with wounds, and 

unable to defend himself longer. Then, appealing 

and trusting to the white man's mercy, he came 

out, and, instead of being honoured as a gallant 

warrior, he was, after a short consultation amongst his 

captors, then and there shot I The place where this 

occurred has been called "Colenso's Cave," because it 

was the Bishop of Natal who raised his voice against 

this unworthy transaction. He had got his informa­

tion from the accounts given of it in the papers by 

some of the men present, who indeed were chiefly 

white men, and seemed, from their own story, to see 

nothing unusual or base in their performance. 
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Our guide was thoroughly Natalian m his ideas 

on other subjects besides the "Rebellion." His 

remarks upon " volunteers " amused me. He eVI­

dentJy thought but little of the regulars, and had 

unbounded faith in his own kind,-for he belonged 

to a volunteer corps himself. The late failure of 

the carbineers at the Bushman's River Pass in nowise 

shook his faith.* Either they were quite right to 

-'l'etreat, let us say, when they did, or else their 

having done so too soon was the fault of those 

who placed them,-free independent volunteers, with 

a right each to his own opinion I-under the com­

mand of a regular officer, who actually expected 

them to obey his orders, and to behave like soldiers I 

Such, in fact, seemed to be the prevailing opinion. 

One of our white drivers, I remember, expressed 

* This was written in 1875; since then Natal has received 
a severe lesson as to what war really means, and her volunteers 
have learnt a soldier's duty ; since then, also, the Natal 
Carbineers have retrieved the honour lost by their corps at the 
Bushman's River Pass, by the gallant conduct of those other 
members of the same corps, who fought and fell under and with 
the same leader at Isnndhlwana. See note to this chapter, pages 
133 to 140, for full account. 
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himsc]f much in the same tone, but in worse 

English, than my young friend from Cathkin. 

" Volunteers is not like reg'lars," said this worthy 

gentleman. " They oughtn't to be expected to obey 

like them soldiers. They're aJl as good as another, 

and ought to be axed their opinion, and not ordered." 

I have often heard like sentiments expressed by 

Natalians; nor have I ever, in conversation, found 

that the word " discipline " conveyed the s1ightest 

idea to their minds. Theoretically, martial ardour 

had, I believe, been excessively rife before the 

expedition in which it was first put to a practical 

test ; nor had the dangers and discomforts of that 

campaign entirely extinguished it ; although it 

certainly was a pity that it failed so entirely at 

the first sight of the faces of an armed foe. 

We left Cathkin early on the morning of the 

second day after our arrival, and effected the passage 

of the Sterk-spruit, about three miles from the 

house, with some difficulty, owing to the nature 

of the ford, or " drift," as it would be called in 

Natal. 
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Both the track into the river,-1 cannot call 

it "road,"-and the road itself passed between high 

and steep banks. The water ran with excessive 

rapidity ; nor was it possible to cross it in a direct 

line, as, owing to the impracticability of the shore 

on either side, and the interposition of a heavy 

sandbank, the landing-place on the opposite side 

was some fifty yards higher up the stream than 

the point at which we entered it. Nor was any more 

direct passage feasible. 

It would be difficult to imagine a scene of greater 

apparent confusion than that at which I assisted 

on that day in the transport of our heavy waggons 

and carts over the Sterk-spruit. Each waggon was 

drawn into the water by its own team of eighteen 

oxen, when, a sharp turn being made up-stream, 

a second span was required to drag it up along 

the sandbank to a position opposite the "pull-out." 

And now a third span is added, for it takes the 

united efforts of fifty-four oxen in all to drag the 

lumbering vehicle up the steep broken bank on the 

other side, and to land it safely on level ground 
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agam. As to the carts, their horses were powerless 

to effect their passage. The animals were all taken 

out of the shafts and led over alone ;-even that 

not without considerable difficulty. And then the 

whole of the ninety pioneers seized each cart in 

turn with a right good will, and, by dint of pulling, 

pushing, and shouting (a great deal of the latter), 

foot by foot they gained the opposite bank. 

The difficulties of the day's march were so great 

that we had only accomplished a distance of eight 

miles when we encamped for the night. Nor was 

the next day's journey less arduous, at the close 

of which we pitched our tents at the foot of the 

Little Berg. This is a short range of moun­

tains running parallel to the great Kathlamba or 

Draakensberg, and which we had to cross in order 

to reach the passes of the larger range leading 

from Natal into the broken and almost uninhabited 

country beyond, in former years the haunt of the 

predatory Bushmen, a race now almost extinct. 

Our last day's march was of the most difficult 

description imaginable, the hills being often so steep, 
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and the track,-if track there were,-so broken and 

rocky, that it was only by the most strenuous 

exertions on the part of every member of the ex­

pedition that the carts and waggons could be forced 

over them at all Occasionally, when we had to 

take the latter up some more than usually steep 

incline with half-loads upon them, the united strength 

of the whole fifty-four oxen only sufficed for one 

at a time ; whilst the only chance for the carts was 

to have them taken up by hand as, previously, 

across the drift. 

But farther than the foot of the Little Berg 

not even thus could any vehicle be moved. It 

was very evident that pack-horses and oxen were 

our only means of transport over the range. Ac­

cordingly a camp was formed at this point in our 

journey, to which we should have to return after 

destroying the two passes for which we had been 

bound in the first place,-Gray's, No. 1, and the 

Old Bushman's (not the Bushman's River Pass, 

which lay about fifty miles distant). 

At this camp, then, we left our carts, waggons, 
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and oxen, m charge of a few Europeans, whilst 

arrangements were made for the ascent of the Little 

Berg without them. 

For this purpose pack-saddles were fitted to the 

horses, well padded with sheepskin, as the animals 

had already fallen off in condition, from work and 

exposure. Sacks sewn together formed a substitute 

for saddles for the oxen, which, with breast-straps, 

crupper, and overhaul girth, made a fairly efficient 

equipment, each ox carrying a load of about two 

hundred and fifty pounds of meal or flour. 

These oxen were trained to carry loads, and 

had been obtained from the chief Somathla (a near 

relative of the celebrated Langalibalele), who had 

been directed by the Colonel to send him all beasts 

capable of such service, with men accustomed 

to their care. The men were rationed with the 

pioneers, and the chief was well paid for the use 

of the animals, without the assistance of which, 

indeed, we could not have carried sufficient food­

supplies for our party. 

The ox is a capital beast of burden. He is sure-
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footed, docile, carries a heavy load, and, being of . 
gregarious habits, requires but little care in driving ; 

as, if the first animal is led in the right direction, 

all the others will follow. His climbing powers also 

are remarkable. Give him but his own time and 

he will take a load over almost any country. An 

untrained ox is, of course, troublesome. It is neces­

sary to throw him, in the first instance, in order 

to put his load upon his back, and when this is firmly 

secured, and the ox allowed to rise, he immediately 

commences a series of evolutions,-bucking, kicking, 

and plunging,-highly calculated to burst any but 

the strongest tackle. Yet, after he has indulged 

himself for a few minutes in this recreation, finding 

himself unable to get rid of the load which oppresses 

him, he subsides into a state of stolid endurance, 

and quietly takes his place amongst his better-trained 

companions. 

The ascent of the Little Berg was by no means 

an easy one under even the best of circumstances. 

The mountain-sides were clothed with long rank 

grass, which the extreme dryness of the winter 
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atmosphere had rendered as slippery as ice, and it 

was very difficul~ for either men or animals to keep 

their feet. However, in due time it was accom­

plished, with no further casualties than the roll of 

one pack-horse and two oxen for a considerable dis­

tance, but without much damage done, and the total 

disappearance of one of the wildest of the pack-oxen, 

who, having performed a series of somersaults for 

about four hundred yards down a grassy slope, 

thought he had had enough of it, and having got 

rid of his load during the descent, disappeared at 

full speed in the direction of his customary feeding­

grounds. As for ourselves, we slipped, slid, and 

rolled, and picked ourselves up again, in a manner 

calculated to try the endurance of the strongest and 

most active amongst us, but nevertheless without 

any worse accident occurring to any of us than a 

few bumps and bruises. 

A British soldier, indeed, was somewhat uncere­

moniously disposed of by one of the cattle driven 

with the expedition for slaughter purposes. The 

man happened to be the last of his party, and was 
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cautiously picking his way at a very narrow point 

upon the mountain-crest, when the animal behind him, 

possibly excited by the dangers of the passage and the 

sight of the man's scarlet coat, and pressed upon from 

the rear by the other oxen, rushed at him, and, fortu­

nately passing his wide-spreading horns one on either 

side of his body, propelled him, with considerable 

velocity, into a thick growth of underwood, which, 

luckily for him, broke the violence of his fall, and 

he escaped unhurt. 

We camped for the night of the fourth on a 

grassy spur, running from the base of the Champagne 

Castle peak, under a hill with a most extraordinary 

hole in its crest, through which the sky can be seen 

on the other side. The cold was considerable here, 

and we were glad enough to crowd round our blazing 

fires. Our appetites, too, were somewhat keen, and 

it was not unpleasant to witness the preparations for 

dinner which were carried on by our soldier-cook 

under the stars of heaven, with as much equanimity 

as if he were officiating in the mess-kitchen of his 

regiment. 
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The pioneers, meanwhile, were enjoying them­

selves immensely after their own fashion. Seated 

round a number of great fires, they were engaged 

upon their meal of fresh meat just singed in the 

flame to their taste. A beast had been shot for 

them that evening, of which but little remained till 

morning except the horns and the hide. During 

the intervals of mastication the tide of conversation 

flowed freely among them, and one was glad to 

see from their contented faces and frequent laughter 

thl;l,t, although hard-worked, they were not unhappy, 

and were probably cheered by the hope of freedom 

held out to them by my Chief. 

Indeed nothing could exceed the zeal and good 

will with which these poor fellows fell to whatever 

work the Colonel set them to do. Perhaps they 

might not have done as well under other masters ; of 

that I cannot speak ; but I do not believe that there 

was anything so difficult or seemingly impossible that 

they would not have attempted at the command of 

one whose mingled kindness and firmness had won 

their respect and affection. 
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With the fifteen Basutos this was still more 

evident. They, of course, were in more fortunate 

circumstances. than the captive Putini people. They 

were free followers of the Colonel, who had led them 

to the fight, at the end of which they undoubtedly 

saved his life. To so warlike a race a.s they are, the 

kind master was doubly dear who was also the daunt­

less leader, and of its sort I never witnessed anything 

more touching than the mute devotion paid to my 

Chief by the Basu to warriors. 

Of those fifteen who were with us upon the 

mountains, the names of two besides that of the 

young chief, Hlubi, are specially impressed upon my 

mind,-namely, Jabez and Windvogel. And of those 

two men I was jealous, although I liked them. 

Windvogel aroused that feeling in my breast by 

a little action which for some time escaped my 

attention, but which after a while I discovered to 

be a constant practice of his. During those days 

of painful climbing and scrambling on foot over 

well-nigh impassable mountains, along precipices, 

through rocky defiles, by ways and no ways which 
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none less enterprising than Colonel Durnford would 

have attempted, his wounded helpless arm and 

injured shoulder placed him at a great . disadvantage, 

doubling the toil for him and the danger of accidents 

as well I often wondered how he could climb in 

safety over places where I, with two strong arms 

to help me, felt life and limbs to be insecure. I 

thought a good deal about it, but Windvogel did 

something better than think. I soon discovered 

that whenever I looked to make sure that the Colonel 

was not iu difficulties, Wiudvogel was always close 

to him, between him and the edge of the precipice, 

or just where he would be of use in case of a slip. 

As soon as I became convinced that there was a 

set purpose in this on the part of the Basuto, I 

felt aggrieved that what had escaped my thoughts 

should have occurred to him. I should have liked 

to send him away and to take his place myself; 

but I felt that on the one hand that would be 

neither fair nor generous, and on the other hand 

that such a course would defeat my own end. 

Windvogel could do unnoticed what would be in-
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stantly apparent were I to attempt it ; and the 

result of my interference would probably be that 

both of us would be dismissed from such close 

attendance upon the Colonel, who very likely was 

quite unaware of Windvogel's guardianship, being 

entirely engrossed in the passage of his little 

army. Besides, I candidly confessed to myself that 

'\Vindvogel, with his lithe agile frame and unshod 

feet, was fitter for the post than I, with my heavy 

boots and want of mountain practice. So I felt 

a little sulky for the rest of the day upon which 

I made the discovery, and made a point of giving 

Windvogel some of my best tobacco when we camped 

for the night. 

As for Jabez, I remember him rather for his 

words than for his actions, for he was the only 

one of these silent undemonstrative men whom I 

ever got to talk freely or to speak of his devotion 

to our Chief. Jabez had lately visited both Estcourt 

and Pietermaritzburg, and those visits must have 

loosened his tongue ; for he was in a state of hot 

indignation at the way in which he had heard the 
K 
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Bushman's River Pass affair, a~d the Colonel, spoken 

of in those towns, especially at the latter place, 

and by the friends and relatives of the volunteers. 

A very little encouragement from me would cause 

him to pour out a flood of eloquence amazing foi 

a Basuto. 

"Why these Wolmnteers say Mr, Major mak{) 

them all run away I" he would, cry, (Our Colonel 

was Major then, and will long be known by that 

title amongst the natives.) "All people say so ; 

l very angry, I tell them I hear Captain B-­

tell Mr. Major wolumteers frightened and must go 

home ! l tell this. Then all the people say 1 ' Oh I 

I never hear that before.' I wish everyone ask me, 

I come-I tell them all! I speak out! I cry loud I 

All lies ! Why do them wolumteers say this, and 

speak bad words of Mr, Major 1 I see all run away , 

-leave Mr. Major all alone. Hhibi cry, ' Come 

back I you leave Major behind I' 'rhey never come; 

and then Mr, ~Iajor and Basuto they come behind. 

·w olumteers run in front. ,vhen Basu to see wolum.,. 

teers run ~Wily some begin to go too; and then 
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IDubi cry out loud, ' Ba.rmto I you too going to 

run like girls, and leave our Chief tQ diet I Then 

all Basuto come back again, not one man leave 

Jllubi and Mr. Major." 

My readers will forgive me for softening Jabez's 

broken English iQ. repeating what he told me next, 

for I do not care to spoil its meaning. He said 

that upon that unhappy day, when my Chief had 

done all that mortal man (lould do to stay his 

flying troops, and to make them face the now 

pursuing foe, and done it all in vain ; when his 

voice was gone with shouting, and he himself ex~ 

hausted, shattered by a fearful fall the day before, 

and bleeding from fresh wounds received from the 

foe, he stopped at last and turned. 

'' I saw him turn his horse's head,'' said Jabez, 

" and ride straight back towards the enemy alone. 

Then some of us made haste to follow him, and 

l rode llP beside him, saying, ' Where are you going, 

.A.marail (Ohief} 1 ,vhat do you want 11 for I 

thought he might have dropped something, and 

wanted to find it. He did not answer me, but 
K 2 
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he turned his head and looked at me as we still 

rode back together towards the pass. And then 

I looked into his face, and knew what he was about. 

He was going back to die, because that his soldier's 

spirit could not endure that he should ever turn 

his back upon a foe. Then I caught his bridle-rein, 

and turned his horse's head; for though he was 

my Chief, and I must fight at his command, I could 

• not let him fling away his life by riding back alone 

amongst three hundred fighting-men who had tasted 

blood. We all cried out, ' Come back with us, Chief, 

you must not die for nothing.' He was too weak 

from loss of blood and great exertion to resist us, 

and so we brought him off safe amongst us, and we 

all went back to camp." 

Need I say why I was jealous, though with no 

unfriendly jealousy, of the Basuto Jabez 1 

I asked the Colonel later on whether this account 

was correct; but all the answer I could get from 

him was a rather short, " I suppose so ; " and an 

immediate order to set about some work or other 

which must be done at once. 
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,v HILE preparmg this volume for the press I 

have received from a friend in Natal a paper con­

taining an account of the battlefield of Isandhlwana, 

which is so much to the purpose that I insert it 

complete in this place. 

It proves that upon that unhappy yet glorious 

day, the Natal Carbineers won back again the honour 

lost by previous members of their corps at the 

Bushman's River Pass. It would be an injustice 

to the memory of my late beloved Chief to omit 

the true story of the 4th November, 1873, from this 

narrative .. It would be equally unjust to the memory 

of those who fell beside him at Isandhlwana to omit 

the true story of the 22nd January, 1879. 

One further remark I must make upon the 

subjoined article. The editor, towards the close of 

a brilliant and truthful record, says that, if the 

Carbineers could have made choice of a commandert 

Colonel Durnford would have been the last man 
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they would have named. I must venture to 

observe that the converse statement would have 

been more correct, namely, that if he judged them 

by his old experience in 1873, the Carbineers would 

naturally have been the last men whom the Colonel 

would have chosen to command. Probably he did 

not judge them thus, but the moral remains the same. 

I believe I am right in saying that not a man of 

those who fled from the Bushman's River Pass was 

amongst those Carbineers who went to Zululand ; 

and I will venture to assert that Colonel Durnford 

was precisely the commander under whom men, as 

ready for the post of honourable danger as the Natal 

Carbincers of 1879 are generally admitted to have 

been, would choose to serve. In support of this 

assertion I may mention that the friend who sends 

me this paper tells me also that the first man who 

went up to Colonel Durnford, when the Natal Native 

Contingent was being formed, and ofiered to serve 

through the Zulu campaign under him, was the 

only one living of the four Carbineers who responded 

to his demand, "Will none of you stand by me 1" 
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at the Bushman's River Pass. The other three 

chanced to be the very men who fell. 

This brave fellow left the corps after that un­

fortunate expedition, nnd was with Colonel Durnford 

as Lieutenant N.N.H. on that fatal day at lsandhl­

wana ; but not at the last, for from that 1' last " 

none escaped alive. 

My friend, who knew Colonel Durnford well, 

also tells me that, deeply as he regretted the death 

of those three carbinecrs, and bitterly as I myself 

know he always felt the simple fact of having been 

forced to retreat before a foe, he knew himself to 

be so guiltless in the matter that he never felt him­

self in the least responsible for their death. He 

said, speaking of the Bushman's River Pass, not 

long before he left for Zululand : "Thinking calmly 

over the matter at this distance of time, I say that 

I could have done no otherwise. Were it to happen 

again I must do the same, with the one exception 

that I should not return.'' Yet, m spite of a.11 he 

suffered, mentally and physically, m consequence of 

their failure, neither the friend who writes to me 

Digitized by Google 



136 MY OHIEF AND I. 

nor I myself have ever k_nown him speak harshly 

of the Natal Carbineers. 

Bearing the above in mind, I off er the following 

article from The Natal Witness of May 29, as giving 

the facts of the case, and the inferences to be drawn 

from them, as I should desire to give them myself: 

"The field of Jsandhlwana is beginning to give up 

its secrets. The mists of fiction are being dispersed by 

the dry light of fact. It has not been through mere 

idle curiosity that there bas been a desire to know 

what passed during the final moments of that fatal 

struggle. There were difficulties to be explained, 

reputations to be cleared, allegations to be contra­

dicted. There was the desire to know how those who 

were lost had died,-to be sure that they died with 

their faces to the foe,-to be satisfied that their death 

was not attended with any excess of cruelty or 

suffering. And there can be little doubt that it is the 

very anxiety to be assured of all this that stands 

responsible for the numerous fictions,-as we must 

now hold them to be,-which have been circulated 

with regard to what passed on that memorable day. 
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Men who had been present in the early part of the 

day,-and it is now evident that there has been as 

yet no reliable account whatever of what passed at 

the close of the tragedy,-were largely influenced by 

their beliefs and their wishes, and, very naturally, 

were confused in their own minds as to what they 

had actually seen and what they thought must 

happen. As it is, the result of the recent sad visit to 

the camp completely reverses not only every story 

that ha." been afloat, but also every expectation that 

might have been formed. The report of what was 

actually found comes upon us as a surprise, and a 

surprise which, when it is carefully considered, lessens 

the pain that had previously been associated with the 

catastrophe. All the pictures,-pictures both by pen 

and pencil,-that have been before the public, have 

represented certain broad features of the final conflict 

which, had it not been for this visit, might have been 

for ever accepted as true. They have represented the 

men of an Imperial regiment as standing back to 

back, and with their bayonets resisting to the last 

moment the pressure of the Zulu onslaught. They 
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have represented the colonial forces, such as there 

were of them, as scattered hither and thither, acting, 

if bravely, quite without organisation or guidance. 

They have represented a commanding officer either 

as lost m the general melee, or, worso still1 ns 

having, with a coward hand, put an end to hia 

own life. • All these impressions will have to be 

reversed, ' The greater number of the soldiers were 

found one by one, in the long grass which covers 

the ground between the camp and the river. Colonel 

Durnford's body, surrounded by fourteen of the 

carbincers, and their officer, Lieutenant Scott, with 

a few mounted police and about thirty soldiers, was 

discovered at the mouth of the neck in rear of the 

camp.' There is no mistaking the significance of 

these words, which occur in the telegraphic report 

sent us by our correspondent, who was himself on 

the spot, And equally unmistakable is the signi­

ficance of the position in which the bodies of 

Colonel Durnford and his compamons in death 

and in honour were found, Justice both to the 

dead and to the living demands that the real 
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meaning of these facts which have come to light, 

after four months' suspense and doubt, should be 

fully pointed out. And it is satisfactory to be able 

to fool that, while these revelations add honour to 

names that havo hitherto been unhonoured, they 

take nothing away from the reputation of those 

whose acts have already been recognised. 

"Let us go into the history of that fatal day, 

first so far as we know it from thoRo whose narratives 

have been before us. That the attack on the camp 

came originally and mainly from the left front, seems 

to be a well-established fact. It was in this direction 

that the rocket-battery and mounted men went out 

to meet the enemy, with the immediate result; 

apparently, of forcing them to retire. The parties 

that had been out in this direction returned into the 

camp, and, as it would appear, the danger was 

regarded as S6 far surmounted that the men were 

allowed to fall out for dinner. And it is not a little 

remarkable that this account coincides, in a very 

striking manner, with the narrative of what passed 

'flhile Colonel Harness, with his artillery and the 
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three companies of the 24th were on their march 

after the general The firing was heard, and the 

bursting of the shells was seen, by Colonel Harness, 

who at once, on his own responsibility, resumed his 

march towards the camp. His fears were derided; 

his movement countermanded ; and about this time,­

somewhere corresponding with dinner-time at the 

camp,-Lieutenant Milne, who was on Lord Chelms­

ford's staff, reported that the camp appeared to be 

all as usual. In all probability be was right. The 

enemy bad retired on observing the retrograde march 

of the troops under Colonel Harness, and did not 

resolve to attack again,-for it would appear that 

there were two distinct attacks, - until Colonel 

Harness, unwillingly yielding to Lord Chelmsford's 

special injunction, conveyed through Major Gossett, 

was well on his way after the rest of Colonel GJyn's 

column, and too far away for his aid to be of any 

avail. Then, and not till then,-probably between 

one and two o'clock,-the second attack on the camp 

was made, and it remains a very grave question 

whether that attack would ever have been made if 
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Lord Chelmsford had relied rather on Colonel 

Harness's report, received through Major Gossett, 

than on Lieutenant Milne's field-glass. The second 

attack was made, and it must be remembered under 

what circumstances it was made. An urgent message 

had been sent after the general in the morning that 

the camp was threatened, and it must have become 

plain to everyone in the camp, by the time the 

second attack was made, that this urgent message 

had been disregarded. Owing to the neglect of the 

officer commanding the column,- we leave it to 

others to decide as to whether that officer was 

Colonel Glyn or Lord Chelmsford,-the camp had 

never been entrenched, and Colonel Durnford, when 

the second attack was made, found himself left to his 

resources in a position which it was impossible to 

hold, unentrenched, against the force that threatened 

it. What was, under these circumstances, his duty 

as officer in command? He had successfully,-owing 

doubtless to the distant and (to him) unknown co­

operation of Colonel Harness,-repulsed the first 

attack, and now saw no chance of holding the camp 
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agaiust a second attack, possibly, if not probably, 

made in greater force. His duty was, clearly, to 

sacrifice the camp, to save his men, and to cover, as 

far ns possible, the line of communication with the 

base of the column at Helpmakaar. The situation 

was most critically dangerous. The Zulus were 

pressing on in large numbers, and the only thing to 

be done was to endeavour to hold t~e 'neck' with 

what men could be got together,-for it must be 

remembered that, according to Captain Alan Gardner's 

evidence, numbers were already 'on the road to 

Rorke's Drift.' The holding of the ' neck I was 

the plaee . of danger and was therefore the place 

for the commanding officer. There was no appear­

ance, at the moment, of any enemy in the rear of 

the camp between the hill and the river, and there 

might be, it seemed, if time could but be gained, 

a safe line of retreat for the whole force. The 

concentration,-as Captain Gardner's evidence also 

shows,-was accordingly ordered, and Colonel Durnford, 

gathering round him the few men who were willing 

to stand by him, prepared, as it would seem, with 
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the assistance of the two guns, to make a bold 

stand in an advantageous position, and thus to 

cover the retreat of the bulk of the force. But it 

was too late. The Zulus were already in large 

numbers at the other side of the hill The brave 

little band was surrounded, and was probably being 

exterminated, man by man, as the two guns made 

their dash through the I neck ' in the endeavour to 

reach Rorke's Drift. The rest of the story is soon 

told. Those who had before passed through the 

1 neck' found themselves surrounded by crowds of 

Zulus, through whom it was almost hopeless to 

attempt to force a way. And only when all was 

lost,-when there seemed no chance of holding half­

a-dozen men together,-did the two gallant officers, 

who have lately received their well-deserved post­

humous honours, make an effort, happily successful 

though fatal to themselves, to save the colours of 

their regiment from capture. 

" We find no fault with the distinction thus 

conferred ; but who, in the light of these recently 

discovered facts, were the real heroes of that day 1 
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· Surely the two officers who commanded m that 

narrow pass at the rear of the camp,-' poor' 

Durnford, whose 'misfortune ' was so speedily tele­

graphed about the colony, and Lieutenant Scott, of 

the Natal Carbineers. Surely, too, no smaller heroism 

was that of the fourteen carbineers,-the best part 

of those who were missing,-who, mere boys as they 

were, gave their lives away in order to afford their 

comrades-in-arms a chance of retreat. The defence 

of Rorke's Drift has been compared to the Pass of 

Thermopylre. But was not the holding of this pass 

by the camp, in which every man shared the fate of 

the brave Leonidas and his companions, much more 

like that memorable action 1 The odds were greater ; 

the choice more deliberate. Any one of these men 

might have had a chance for his life, had he chosen 

to follow the example set by so many. They 

remained, however, and they died ; and only after 

four months of doubt, contradiction, and despatch­

writing is it made known to the world who they 

were who have most deserved the coveted decoration 

' For Valour.' Coghill and Melville 1-yes ; Chard 
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and Bromhead 1-yes ; but, more than all, Durnford 

and Scott. ' Poor Durnford's misfortune ' turns out 

to be no misfortune at all The camp was lost 

through two causes,-6.rst, the neglect of the officer, 

be he colonel or general, who neglected to see that 

it was entrenched ; and next, the fatal error which 

led to the countermanding of Colonel Harness's 

retrograde movement, which contained the one 

chance of saving the camp. 'Poor Durnford's mis­

fortune I '-But it was the best fortune which Colonel 

Durnford could possibly have looked forward to. 

Five years before his military reputation had been 

assailed, his judgment called in question, his name 

rendered unpopular in a colony to which he was 

peculiarly bound. The grave of the three carbineers, 

at the head of Bushman's Pass, was a grave 

in which seemed to be buried his own pride in his 

profession as a soldier. If the carbineers, who on 

that former occasion believed that three of their 

number had been sacrificed through Colonel 

Durnford's blind obedience to a humanely meant 

order, could have made choice of a commander to 
L 
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be under m an hour of imminent peril, Colonel 

Durnford would have been the Inst man they would 

have named, By a strange,-almost a startling, 

- turn of events, however, the ·carhincers found 

themselves again under Colonel Durnford's command 

in a moment when death seemed almost a certainty.: 

Can we believe, however, that the old feeling of 

distrust remained with them 1 It is impossible. 

In moments when death is imminent, - moments 

which probably no man ever survives to speak of, 

-there dawns upon the mind a clearer light than 

1s possible amid the worries and petty interests 

of ordinary life. And we may depend upon it 

that, during the short time that those gallant men 

stood together in the pass, while the enemy were 

pressing nearer and nearer, and while first one and 

then another fell death-stricken to the ground, there 

was a mutual recognition of worth which would 

have made up for a far longer period of misunder­

standing. Could any man wish to die more happily 

than this, - covering a life which had been blighted 

with the memory of an undying glory, and receiving 
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the affection of those who, by force of tradition, 

were most prejudiced against him 1 ,v e have said 

this visit· to Isandhlwana has brought us down to 

the dry logic of facts ; but there is a solemn pathos 

and a poetry about this incident which passes ex­

pression. ,v e grudge no honours either to the dead 

or to the living ; but we claim for these two, and 

for all who fe]l with them, nn honour greater than 

any that hns been or that can be coufcrred. Durnford 

and Scott,-there is n sermon in the coupling together 

of those two names which no colonist will ever forget. 

There lies in it the inculcation of those two noblest, 

and perhtt})S mrcst, virtues under the sun,-the high 

honour of the gentleman and the broad charity of 

the Christian. Thero is talk of erecting n. memorial 

church. But what church that could be erected would 

be more sacred than the spot whero these fourteen 

young heroes were found sleeping the Inst sleep 

of honour between their two officers t " 

L 2 
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THE MOUNTAIN PASSES. 

\VE marched before daylight upon the fifth, as I 

remember well, for it was a new and unwelcome 

experience to me. I was roused from the sound 

sleep consequent upon the previous day's severe toil 

by the bugle sounding the reveille, and dressed 

as hastily as the bitter cold would permit, by the 

dim light of a lantern, which I lit as soon as I 

could persuade myself that it was not still the middle 

of the night. Then, after rapidly putting my things 

together, I turned out of my tent,-which was warm 

in comparison to the freezing outer air,-to find a 

crisp hoar-frost lying on the ground, and the stars 

twinkling from a cold and wintry sky. 

It was not yet daylight, but all was alive m 

the camp. Through the darkness lights flitted m 
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all directions, oxen lowed and men shouted, white 

tents were struck and packed, beasts of burden 

laden, and arrangements made for the morning's 

march. Hard by a tiny camp-fire was struggling 

with the mists of night, and at it a servant was 

preparing coffee. One was glad enough to crouch 

beside the little blaze, and to warm one's hands 

for a moment, while fortifying oneself with the 

fragrant beverage, before hastening away to do one's 

share of the work in hand. Not that there were 

many minutes to spare in loitering over the fire. 

Our Chief wa.CJ here, there, and everywhere, and 

shamed one's inclination to play laggard by his own 

incessant activity. 

But half an hour was allowed from the time 

the bugle sounded the reveille until the "Advance" 

rang out, during which time we had all to turn 

out, pack up our things, strike the tents, and load• 

up the animals, an operation of no little difficulty 

in the darkness of the early morning. Gradually 

the lights appeared less brilliant, and the figures 

more distinct, as the darkness became more trans-
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pnrent with the coming day. Then suddenly it was 

light, tho eastern clouds glowed rosy for but a 

moment, and the sun came bounding up with that 

singular swiftness and suddenness which it has in 

these latitudes. Its rays slowly dispelled the mists 

which lay lightly upon the hills, but heavily piled 

as it were in tho valleys, and instilled a little welcome 

warmth into our frozen frames. 

At the sound of tho bugle half tho Basuto scouts 

galloped to the front as an advance-guard. Then 

came a section of tho pioneers with their tools, to 

smooth the way for the pack-animals, "·herover tho 

ground bccamo too clifficult for them. Close behind 

these followed the infanfry, w.ith Captain B-- at 

their head ; then the pack-horses and pack-oxen, 

followed m their turn 1,y the remainder of the 

p1011eers, the slaughter-cattle bringing up the rear, 

with, however, tho usual rear-guard of Basutos, 

riding a few hundred yards behind the column of 

route. 

At the head of all rode our Chief, attended by 

• the faithful pair Jabez and Windvogel, and with the 
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white guide at his side. At every place of more 

than usual difficulty the Colonel halted, and watched 

until the whole party had defiled before him, so 

as to make suro that no avoidable accident should 

take place. Then, galloi,ing past over such rocky 

grounJ that it seemed a wonder how any horse 

could keep his feet, he and his orderlies were soon 

in their old places at tho head of the column. As 

for me, I had my own place assigned to me ; and, 

although out of working hours I looked upon myself 

as a somewhat privileged person with the Colonel, 

during them· I should no more have ventured to 

leave my post without an order from him than any 

private in the ranks without his captain's command. 

Our order of march was conducted with strict 

military precaution, as, from the reports which we had 

heard at Estcourt, it seemed very probable that at 

any moment we might find ourselves face to face 

with :Mabudhle and his warriors. The country was 

a most difficult one, and the track which we followed 

led over great spurs running from the Draakensberg, 

with deep valleys between, the sides of which latter, 
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bordering on the mountain streams, were generally 

clothed with a thick underwood, through which 

we had to force a passage, and which afforded 

admirable concealment for an ambuscade. As we 

advanced we came upon numerous indications of the 

presence of men; traces of fires, rude bivouacs 

formed of branches of trees and shrubs planted in a 

circle, the spoor of horses and cattle, etc., all showed 

clearly that there were fugitives from the scattered 

tribes still lurking in these secluded spots; for in 

this part of the country there are no settled in­

habitants. In one place, indeed, on the banks of 

a sparkling stream whose icy-cold waters take their 

rise in the mountain, we found half-a-dozen low 

huts, fairly constructed, with all the signs of a 

settled habitation. It had been deserted, probably, 

at the rumour of our approach, for there was no 

living thing to be seen in it. Poor creatures I They 

must have thought their enemies most relentless, 

and I, for one, regretted that we had passed that 

way. 

Such were the incidents of the day's march, 
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diversified towards it.<J close by a not entirely un­

successful hunt after six eland, which we first beheld 

about half-a-mile to the left of our march. 

These pretty, and now rather scarce, animals, 

which are about the size of ordinary cattle, remained 

perfectly quiet for some time, yet evidently watching 

the unwonted sight presented to them by our party 

with curiosity, if not with reasonable alarm. 

Of course we could on no account have passed 

them by, for the eland is looked upon as especially 

deserving of the huntsman's attention ; nor might we 

ever fall in with such a chance again. Half-a-dozen 

of the Basutos were promptly dismounted and sent on 

foot up the almost precipitous sides of the ravine, in 

order to drive the game in the direction in which we 

had taken up our post; the "we" in this instance 

comprising the Colonel, Hlubi, Jabez, Windvogel, our 

guide, and myself. All six of us crouched down 

amongst the rocks, while our horses were carefully 

concealed in the brushwood, so as to give the eland 

no premature alarm. 

Before long the game was afoot and moving in 
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our direction, tho Basutos having driven it most 

judiciously. Tho eland appeared heading towards a 

small pass within forty yards from where we hacl 

taken our stand. They did not sco us, and all 

promised well. But alas I the luckless "\Vindvogel, in 

his anxiety to learn whether they had yet come 

within range, exposed himself to view, aml the eland, 

catching sight of him, turned short off, and, re­

crossing the stream, made off in the direction from 

whence we had all come. They gave us, however, 

fairly easy shots at about two hundred and fifty yards 

range, all of which, save one, proved unsuccessful. 

One beast staggered and fell, butJ rising immediately, 

followed its companions, who were disappearing at 

that easy slinging pace peculiar to their kind. Just 

as they were vanishing from our sight, over the crest. 

of a rocky hill appe..1,rcd the head of the infantry 

column. Half-a-dozen of the men threw off their 

coats, <lashed up the hill and, opening fire with their 

rifles~ brought the wounded animal tQ the ground. 

There it was despatched by an assegai thrust, 

delivered with great satisfaction by one of the pack-
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horse leaders, nll of whom,-some twelve in number,_,.,.,. 

on seeing the gamo, had simultaneously dropped their 

briules, and, leaving the animals to take charge of 

themselves, had dashed off in hot pursuit. 

V cry shortly tho eland was skinned nnd quartered, 

furnishing us with nu ample supply of venison for the 

next few dnys. 

Next day we camped nbout three miles from the 

old Bushman's Pass, where we were to commence our 

labours of demolition. 'l'his pass is so called owing 

to its having been the routo by which almost the 

latest raid was made by the Bushmen. These were 

followed by n. hastily-collected party of farmers, who 

tracked them by the dead bodies of the cattle and 

horses which had become their booty, but never came· 

up with tho marauders themselves, except in the case 

of one straggler, who was overtaken and shot. 

It was as a sort of frontier guard against these 

same Bushmen that the chief Langalibalcle and his 

people were settled, five-and-twenty year& ago, in a 

"location " bordering upon the Draakensberg m9un­

tains. His land lay, however, not near this Bush-
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man's Pass, but near the Bushman's River Pass, some 

fifty miles away, where my Chief was wounded 

in 1873. 

In reference to this I may borrow a paragraph 

quoted by the Bishop of Natal: "It must be admitted 

that the Ama Hlubi* discharged well the special 

duties imposed upon them by the Government, and 

that, in consequence, the farmers in W eenen County 

conducted their operations, and guarded their flocks, 

with comparative ease. Langalibalele performed his 

part of the compact, and protected the county of 

,v eenen from inroads of Bushmen by the passes he 

commanded." (Parl. Blue Book, 1874, p. 10.) 

One might have imagined that if it was con­

venient to post this tribe so as to protect the country 

from the Bushmen, they would not have been so 

hardly dealt with for possessing gunst to defend 

themselves and us. 

Our camp was pitched about three miles from 

the actual pass, or rather from the actual passage on 

• The tribe of which Langalibnlele was chief. 
t The original cause of dispute. 
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to the top of the mountain, for pass, properly so 

called, there was none. There were two approaches 

to this, one to be made by following the course of 

a stream for a considerable distance, and then turn­

ing off up a watercourse, dry at this time of year, 

but a roaring torrent in summer-time. Near the 

mountain-top this track joined the only other ono 

possible, which followed the watershed line of a 

high and broken range of very difficult country. 

From the point where these two ways met it was 

but a hand-and-foot scramble of the most arduous 

description to gain the top of the mountain. Yet, 

in the old Bushman days, stolen cattle were fre­

quently carried off by this pass, and that, during 

the flight of the Ama Hlubi, men, women, horses 

and cattle followed the same route was evident from 

their spoor. 

We blasted no less than eight scarps out of the 

solid rock in order to render these approaches in­

accessible, and we were engaged upon the work four 

days altogether. 

This pass was supposed to have been destroyed 
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in 1866 on account of the Bushmen. But the work 

done then would have been utterly useless had it 

ever been put to the proof. It consist.eel simply of n 

cutting about six feet deep in the turf across a great 

spur running from the mountain-ridge, and leaving 

nn easy passage to the right. 

It appears, however, that the very report of the 

operations wna sufficient to keep the diminutive o.nd 

crafty, though daring foe, away, for no more cattle 

were driven over the spot. 

\Vhile we were at work upon this pass our camp 

was visited by one of tho corps of Volunteers who 

followed the Colonel to the Bushman's River Pass 

the previous year. He remained with us two days 

and nights, during which time, of course, he was 

entertained with ns much hospitality as our tem­

porary camp afforded. I suppose his heart was 

opened by the friendly manner in which he was 

received, and the courtesy shown him by the 

Colonel, whom he approached at first with a 

somewhat ~uspicious and doubtful air, as though 

not certain of a kindly reception in that quarter, 
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after the occurrences, and more especially the news• 

paper letters, a few months before. Possibly 

he even expected to be personally recognised and .. 
repulsed by the Colonel, not understanding tl1at 

to him one of a party who were simply troopers 

for the nonce would be the same ns another, especially 

as they had served under him for so short a time, 

anci had never been seen by him, to his knowledge,· 

before or since. But the gentleman in question 

became very friendly indeed when he found that no 

difference was made even after he had introduced 

himself as a member of the gallant -- corps. On 

the second evening of his stay, the Colonel having 

left the fire to ·write in his tent, he turned the 

conversation towards the affair of the Bushman's 

River Pass, and argued the whole thing out with 

a private of the 75th, who happened to be well up on 

the point. I sat by and listened, for I wa.~ greatly 

interested in the matter, nnd glad of an opportunity 

of learning whether there was anything at all to 

be said upon the other side, which I very much 

doubted. I cannot say that any argument brought 
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forward by our guest in support of his case struck 

me as being worthy of record, or even of remem­

brance ; but I do recollect very distinctly that he . 
was obliged to give up one point after another to 

his opponent, and that finally he fairly allowed that 

he and his comrades had run away in a panic. Some 

of them, he said, would have stood after the first 

shock was over, but, seeing the others streaming 

away a mile ahead, they all followed suit. He 

further declared that he would stick to this, whoever 

questioned him ; for it was the truth, and nothing 

more. 

I have often wondered smce whether he kept 

his ·word, and whether he spoke out so boldly at 

the "Court of Enquiry," of which I have heard, 

but which took place after I left Natal. If he spoke 

then as he did beside the camp-fire at the Old 

Bushman's Pass, he would be a valuable witness upon 

the Colonel's side, and an awkward one for his 

brother-volunteers. 

Next morning, after breakfast, he came up to 

the Colonel and made him a little speech about 
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his kindness, but went on to inform him that many 

of the members of his corps had been much hurt 

and offended at finding that he did not recognise 

or notice them when he met them. Some of them, 

he said, did all they could to keep up the feeling 

that this was intentional neglect, but he himself 

saw now that the Colonel was " not that kind of 

man at all," and wished to take the opportunity 

of clearing up the matter. My duty carrying me 

away at this point in the conversation, I heard no 

more, and am not in a position to report the 

Colonel's reply ; but as the volunteer remained 

talking to him with an air of gratification for some 

little time, I conclude that it was a satisfactory·one, 

and that Colonel Durnford succeeded in impressing 

upon his mind the fact that he might possibly fail 

to recognise men whom he had commanded as 

troopers upon one solitary occasion without having 

any intention of wounding their feelings. 

On Thursday, June 11th, we marched a distance 

of seven miles to "Gray's Pass, No. I," so called 

because discovered by a man of that name while 
JJ( 
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in charge of a native party in search of fugitives 

early in the year. His " discovery," however, was 

limited to the fact that a party of some half-dozen 

fugitives had fled in this direction and escaped over 

the mountain. ,v e camped about two-and-a-half 

miles from the pass itself, which was as near as 

we could get the pack-animals, owing to the broken 

character of the ground. 

Here we found three approaches leading on to 

the mountain-top, of which two were the beds of 

streams coming from the mountain-crest, and the 

third the watershed line between. It took us a 

couple of days to secure them, by scarping the rock 

and blo.sting, and I will not attempt to describe 

the difficulties that beset us in every yard of ground 

over which we passed. 'l'hc excessive wildness and 

ruggedness of these little-used mountain-passes must 

he experienced in order to be realised. Nono but 

fugitives in danger of their lives, or desperate men, 

reckless what they did, would attempt to cross them. 

Nothing short of the indomitable courage and de­

termination of our Chief could have carried him 
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and us through our tremendous undertaking. The 

hearts of many of us would have failed had we 

ventured to think of turning back before our work 

was done. Sometimes amidst our own severe toil 

and great difficulties we came upon spoors which 

were indubitable proof that some of the unhappy 

fugitives six months earlier had passed this way ; 

and the hardest amongst us could not but feel 

pitiful at the thought of them,-not men only, but 

women and children,-without food or shelter, flying 

over these awful mountain wilds. That they had 

here found a temporary place of safety, however 

desolate, was also plain ; for we found upon the 

mountain-top some rude stone kraals, recently con­

structed, and evidently made for the shelter of 

human beings. Looking at these dreary relics of 

six months ago, I wondered what had caused them to 

be built ; no man would needlessly remain in such 

a spot, none could exist there without provisions 

brought from afar; it was no fit hiding or resting 

place for the fugitives, nothing but the direst ne­

cessity could have kept them there. \Vas it for 
M 2 
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the protection of some sick man or feeble woman 

that these rough stones were piled together in this 

bleak barren place ? Hall wounded frame and weary 

spirit parted company here, with the roar of Africa's 

summer thunder for a dirge and h{laven's scathing 

lightnings for the funeral volley ? Or did here some 

less happy little mortal first awake to consciousness 

and life at such a bitter hour for babe and outcast 

parents? 

Surely only such as these could have tenanted 

these rude bivouacs, for strong men would have 

hurried on in search of better cheer. I own that 

such thoughts oppressed me, although I kept them 

to myself; nor, perhaps, was I the only one, for, 

standing near my Chief that day, beside the deserted 

shelter, I heard him ejaculate, sotto voce, ·" Poor 

things l how cold they must have been l" 

Luckily for them, however, they could not have 

had such cold to bear as we experienced now, for 

it was summer weather then, although, as it hap­

pened, wild and stormy. Cold and wet and 

comfortless they doubtless were. The Colonel told 

Digitized by Google 



THE MOUNTAIN PASSES. 165 

me that he found it bitterly cold when encamped 

at the Bushman's River Pass, upon his second visit 

during the summer of 1873. But such cold as we 

endured in the winter-time would not have left one 

of them alive, entirely without resources as they 

were. 

Nevertheless, we considered ourselves truly fortu­

nate in our weather, as, up to the last day on which 

we worked at "Gray's Pass, No. I," though cold, 

it was perfectly fine. '\Ve worked under a cloudless 

and warm sun by day, and protected ourselves with 

rugs and blankets from the hard frost which reigned 

nightly from sunset to sunrise. 

But on the day before we left the second pass 

we had a fall of snow, a phenomenon which most 

"old colonists" have lived their twenty or thirty 

years in Natal without witnessing, as one must go 

up the Draakensberg in winter-time to meet with 

snow. 

The sun shining out again made a pretty scene 

enough from our camp-ground. The immense dark 

frowning precipices, of which the mountain-range 
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seems chiefly to consist, wero touched on every 

crest with glistening snow, and falling clean over 

the highest perpendicular surface, a waterfall of no 

inconsiderable volume, but frozen into a column of 

ice, was glittering in the sunlight. Every other 

waterfall, of which there are many smaller ones, 

was similarly turned to ice; but the one above 

mentioned, near Gray's Pass, was the most striking 

from its size and prominent position. 

On the 13th of June we left these passes, and 

marched over more very broken country, intersected 

by many streams which ran through deep and rocky 

beds, either bank of which was well-nigh impracticable. 

Indeed without the aid of the pioneers they could 

not have been crossed by our beasts of burden at all. 

After about twelve miles of such travelling we 

got back to our old camping-ground on a spur leading 

from Champagne Castle, under the remarkable hill 

before mentioned with a hole in its crest, and, on 

the following day, recrossing the Little Berg, we 

found ourselves once more at the camp where we 

had left our waggons, etc., without any other casualty 
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than the fall of one of the oxen over a cliff, in 

consequence of which it was so severely injured 

that it had to be shot. 

We rested here for one whole clay, and the next 

morning marched for Cathkin, which place formed 

a sort of principal depot for us, from which we 

could take up fresh stores of provisions and ammuni­

tion, and make fresh starts for the various mountain 

passes to which we were bound. 
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CHAPTER X. 

AGAIN ON THE MARCH. 

THE first stage of our arduous journey was over. The 

first section of the work we had in hand completed. 

\Ye had had a fair sample of the dangers and diffi­

culties which it was our lot to encounter during the 

winter months of 187 4, and imagined that we could 

fairly estimate what would be their sum total by the 

time we returned to warmer and less savage regions. 

But we had some bitter experiences before us yet 

which we harclly anticipated. The morning after 

our return to Cathkin was spent in enclosing the 

powder-casks in envelopes of green ox-hide, in order 

to strengthen them against the vicissitudes of the 

rough travel to which they were about to be exposed. 

This hide, when dry, becomes as hard and stiff as 

board, and is besides thoroughly impervious to wet. 
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About midday we marched, starting at first back 

upon our old tracks over the already twice-trodden 

ground, and crossing the Sterk-spruit again, but 

then striking off upon a fresh line of march, by 

which we were to reach the Draakensberg at a point 

many miles beyond the scene of our late labours. 

Once upon the new track we felt that we had 

really made a fresh start, and hoped to make a good 

first day's march. That, however, was not to be, 

for, a mile or two farther on, our second waggon was 

upset in a "mud-hole," and the catastrophe gave us 

all full employment for at least two hours, in rescuing 

the contents and getting the waggon out. 

The delay was not inspiriting, and somewhat 

damped the ardour with which we had set out in 

the morning; and when we encamped upon an open 

flat, at the end of the hard day's work which had 

advanced us so little, we were hardly so cheerful 

a party as usual. Water was plentiful where we 

camped, but there was no wood to be had at all.· 

It was fortunate that we carried an ample supply 

with us, or we should have been fireless that night, 
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than which I can hardly imagine a greater misfortune 

under the circumstances. 

·we made an early start next mornmg {18th) to 

make up for lost time, aud as we were now travelling 

over a fairly level country, below the great mountain 

spurs, our march was a to1ernb1y rapid one during 

the earlier part of the day. It might have continued 

so until nightfall but for the misbehaviour of one of 

our drivers, which interfered with our progress in 

the following manner. 

During the afternoon our line of march had 

lengthened out, owing to the different ·speed of 

horsemen, footmen, and heavy vehicles, but we were 

all sufficiently in sight of each other to know what 

was happening from front to rear. The Colonel, as 

usual, rode some little way ahead with his advance 

guard and a portion of the pioneers, for the special 

purpose of inspecting the road over which the wnggons 

must pass, and of repairing such places as were unfit 

for them to cross in safety. 

Accordingly, on reaching a small stream running 

between very high and steep banks, and flowing 
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right across our track, we found the workmen, super­

intended by our Chief himself, completing the con­

struction of a good firm causeway of broken stone, 

with earth and sods beaten down upon them, crossing 

from bank to bank, and wide enough to give ample 

passage for the waggons. To make all complete 

the Colonel had also caused the sides of the 

causeway to be well defined by poles planted at 

either edge, with wisps of grass attached to their 

tops. 

The work being completed, and the waggons 

close at hand, our Chief rode on after leaving strict 

directions behind him. Each waggon was to be 

stopped while its driver went forward • to examine 

the place for himself, and see what he had to do. 

He was then to return to his charge, and drive 

slowly and carefully over, keeping to the centre of 

the causeway. 

We waited to see the result. Down the steep 

incline came waggon No. 1, its driver carefully 

obeying orders, and, crossing in perfect safety, it 

continued on its way. 
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Now for No. 2 I But the driver of No. 2 is 

rather a free and independent gentleman, and has 

more than once earned for himself one of our Chief's 

quiet but severe reproofs. It was his waggon which 

delayed us yesterday, and he is always sure to get 

into difficulties. On this occasion he chooses to disre­

gard his orders altogether, thereby sufficiently proving 

that he has not long served under his present master. 

He altogether declined to get down and reconnoitre, 

or to proceed at a slow pace, but driving recklessly 

down the incline, came upon one edge of the cause­

way instead of upon its centre. ·with a rush and 

a crash the whole thing went over the side, and 

fell into the mud and water below, breaking the 

tilt -and shooting all the contents of the waggon into 

the stream. First a warning cry, and then a general 

shout from the bystanders announced the event ; and 

then, as the first thing to be done, we sent a mounted 

man • off after the Colonel, to tell him of the catas­

trophe and to bring him back. 

The driver looked foolish enough now, but his 

face wore a thoroughly alarmed expression when the 
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Colonel galloped back, and inquired into what had 

taken place. That it was no mere accident, but tho 

result of wilful disobedience and gross carelessness 

on the part of the man, was plain enough. The 

Colonel's face grew stern as he listened to the talc. 

"Here ! " he said, turning to the Basutos; "you four 

dismount and seize that man." 

The order was promptly obeyed. 

"Now take off his coat and lay him down,­

and give him a dozen with a stirrup-leather." And 

he turned away to superintend the operations for 

rescuing the fallen waggon. 

The Basutos were sturdy fellows, and knew what 

they were about, and the effect of this well-merited 

punishment was undou btcdly good. The man who 

received it drove his waggon with the most exem­

plary care and attention during the rest of the 

expedition ; and it is possible that the others 

benefited by his experience, for, with one unavoid­

able exception, not another waggon was upset 

from that time until we returned to Pieter­

maritzburg. 
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June 19th brought us another early start and 

fresh delays on the way,-not, however, through 

anyone's misbehaviour this time, but through the 

necessity of spending a couple of hours in repairing 

the road at a shockingly bad drift over the Umlam­

bonga, a stream running into the Tugela ; which 

latter important river takes its rise in the mountain­

range. 

While halting here we were met by N yati, chief of 

the Zikali tribe, which resides in this part of the 

country. He had an interview with our Chief, who 

directed him to send supplies of every description to 

his camp, promising that there should be a market 

established there, at which everything should be paid 

for at once, and at proper rates. The Colonel, I soon 

observed, was always very particular about enforcing 

strict honesty towards the natives from all serving 

under himself; and this, not only for the sake of up­

holding abstract justice, but in order to teach the 

natives to place that implicit confidence in the perfect 

good faith of" Government" which is so necessary in 

• ruling a savage nation, and which the native popula-
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tion of Natal has lost to a sad extent through bitter 

experience during a long term of years. 

The chief of the Ziknli people seemed ready enough 

to sell, for we had not had time to pitch our tents 

that evening, near a German mission station, before 

long strings of women nnd boys were to be seen 

approaching from every side, bearing upon their 

heads loads of firewood, large baskets of mealies, 

pumpkins, and Kaffir corn, pots of tshwala, milk, eggs, 

nnd fowls, etc., which were all welcome articles as a 

change in diet. The troops, as well as ourselves, 

were glad to make their purchases after the everlasting 

rations of fresh beef on which they had lived of late, 

and our camp soon presented a busy scene. Nearly 

all the articles off cred for sale were disposed of before 

the merchants departed, evidently half-frightened, 

half-admiring, but wholly wondering at the sight of 

so many white faces, and, still more, so many scarlet 

coats. 

Our poor pioneers were not forgotten, for, although 

they had no money to spend, yet the free natives, 

with the liberality common amongst the Kaffirs, 
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presented them with huge messes of mea1ie-meal and 

Kaffir corn mixed with pumpkin, prepared according 

to the native taste. They called the mixture isijingi, 

and appeared to enjoy it immensely. 

V{ e did not march next day, but spent it in 

making preparations for the ascent of the Amaponj­

wana Pass, which was situated about eighteen miles 

from our present camp. This day's routine wns 

diversified by a visit which we, or rather I should 

say, which the Colonel received, from a lady of dis­

tinction in this part of the world, although her 

fortunes were temporarily in the shade. About sun­

down, while we were seated round the camp-fire 

waiting for our dinner, our attention was attracted by 

a considerable commotion in the line of the pioneers. 

Sounds of rejoicing were borne upon the wind, and a 

perfect babel of tongues. Presently we observed the 

men falling into line as they had been taught to do 

during the last six months by the corporal in charge 

of them, and a minute later they were marching 

towards the camp-fire, round which the Colonel, 

Captain --, I, and others were seated. As they 
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advanced, singing some dirge-like chant of their own, 

we saw that they were accompanied by several women 

and old men, strangers to the camp, whom they were 

evidently conducting to the Colonel's presence. They 

halted opposite the fire, drew up in order and saluted, 

crying with one voice "Bayete l " a. salute properly 

given to royalty alone by the Zulus, but with which 

they occasionally greet an Inkos whom they are 

particularly anxious to propitiate. 

After paying this mark of respect a dead silence 

fell upon the party, while one, advancing to the front, 

accompanied by the strangers, presented to the Colonel 

the chief personage of the newly-arrived party. 

She,-for it was a lady,-was a slight, good-looking 

young woman, attired in the ordinnry costume of the 

Zulu matron, yet with a singularly prepossessing and 

dignified bearing, and possessing that charm in woman, 

a soft voice. Of course she did not know a word of 

English, nor could we address her in her own language. 

But amongst the pioneers was one who had once been 

taken to England by a former master, and who spoke 

English fairly. well. This man came forward as 

• 
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interpreter, and informed our Chief that this lady was 

Unkosaza., the widow of the late chief of the Putini 

tribe, to which they all belonged, and with her little 

son, a child of about two years of age, was at present 

living under the protection of her brother N yati, chief 

of the Zikali tribe. She had now brought her little 

boy to see and be seen by these captive members of 

the tribe to the chieftainship of which he was heir. 

Unkosaza, explained the interpreter, now desired 

to pay her respects to the Colonel, and to implore 

his protection for herself and her young son ; and 

then the little follow was brought forward, carried 

upon the hip of Uukosaza's female attendant. As 

far as one could judge from tone and gesture, 

and from the interpreter's version of her words, the 

exiled lady expressed herself in the most becoming 

manner, and altogether she impressed us all with 

her self-possessed and well-bred demeanour. 

When she appeared to have uttered all she wished 

to say, the Colonel offered her and her attendants 

refreshment in the shape of Cape port, or pontac; 

,, the white man's tshwala," as the interpreter ex-

Digitized by Google 



Digitized 'Jy Google 



'I 

I 

Digitized by Google 



AGAIN ON THE MAROH. 179 

plained to them. They gave it as their opinion that it 

was extremely good, but confined themselves, never­

theless, to tasting the merest sip of it; and I fancy 

that the biscuits, sugar, and finally the joint of beef 

which followed were more highly acceptable presents. 

This last, a truly barbaric but perfectly suitable gift, 

was not, of course, for immediate consumption, but 

was handed over to an attendant to be carried away 

when the party left us. 

The Colonel then made a little speech to the 

pioneers through the interpreter, telling them that 

he was pleased to see their young chief and his 

mother, that they must all be very good and obedient 

to ,: Government," and some day who knew what 

might not happen 1 etc. He then dismissed them 

all to the pioneers' quarters, from whence issued 

sounds of rejoicing which lasted until the bugle 

sounded "Out lights," when a profound silence and 

darkness fell upon the whole camp, with the exception 

only of the head-quarters' tents. 

Next morning, before we had made a start, 

Unkosaza appeared agam, attended by her maid, 
N 2 
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but carrymg upon her own head a pot of tshwala, 

which she presented with great respect to the 

Colonel, thanking him at the same time for his 

goodness to her people. With his usual kindness 

he accepted her gift, and then made her another 

himself, in the shape of a brilliant scarlet blanket, 

in which he arrayed her and sent her to show 

herself to her people. I was glad to see great 

masses of pumpkins and mealies sent over to the 

pioneers from the kraal where she resided, which 

showed that she had a heart for "her own."* 

The Colonel had sent for a fresh supply of pack­

oxen the day before, and some twenty appeared 

in the course of the morning, each with a rider on 

his back. ·wild-looking riders they were too. They 

formed part of our liue of march for some time. 

,vhat with white men and Basutos on horseback, 

* I observed that from this time forward the Colonel not 
infrequently received the royal salute, "Bayete I" from his 
gi-ateful pio~eers. He, however, checked the utterance whenever 
he heard it ; and made a point of exphining to them, and to all 
his other road-parties, that that particular salute was due to the 
governor of the colony alone, and that neither to himself nor to 
any other official was it ever to be given. 
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soldiers and pioneers on foot, pack horses and oxen 

with their burdens, and the newly-arrived animals 

with their savage riders, our party looked a very 

mixed one indeed. 

\Ve started again at about 11 A.M. upon the 

21st, the day of Unkosaza.'s second visit. Leaving 

the waggons behind us, and our tents standing, we 

marched up the fertile valley inhabited by the 

Zikali tribe. It is thickly populated, with kraals 

on every rising ground, and large mcalie and amabele 

(Kaffir corn} gardens lying in every direction. 'l'he 

day's march was uneventful, and we camped for 

the night close under some high cliffs in a beautiful 

spot covered with "sugar-bush" of a large growth. 

At ten o'clock that night, when all were asleep 

m camp, the sentry gave the alarm of fire. The 

whole camp was instantly alive ; and, hurrying into 

our clothes, we all turned out to find a tremendous 

grass-fire rapidly approaching. As I left my tent 

the high ground right above us seemed suddenly to 

burst into one roaring sheet of flame, which extended 

for a considerable distance. The sight was indeed 
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a terrible one. The wall of fire was close above us, 

sending up heavy volumes of smoke into the black 

night, both flame and smoke ca!,lght aud tossed away 

into the darkness by the gusts of a violent gale 

of wind which was blowing at the time. A lurid 

light shone down upon us, making all as distinct 

as by day, but with a redder, more unnatural glow. 

Our greatest danger wus from the violence of the 

wind. Should some of the patches of flame, which 

were driven off from the cliff and scattered far 

and wide, fall amongst our tents, we should save 

but little from the conflagration that would ensue. 

Every now and then the wind fell a little, and, as 

its howl died away, the loud and steady roar of 

the flames above took its place, and filled the night 

with sound, until its terrible voice was once more 

drowned in the renewed fury of the storm. 

I had not much time given me to receive my 

impressions of the scene, for our Chief was amongst 

us instantly, and no man might be idle long. His 

orders were given with promptness and decision, 

and obeyed by us with equal alacrity. In another 
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minute every man had a green branch in his hand, 

and the next they were aU along the edge of the 

fire, heating it out v,ith the boughs they held. A 

few men were posted below t? extinguish in the 

same manner any flame that might be blown amougst 

the tents, and I was selected to superintend this 

party. There was not much for us to do, and I 

had ample leisure to continue my observation of 

the picturesque scene before, or rather above me. 

It was a doubly strange one now, for the two 

hundred figures, black against the flames, and all 

working vigorously at beating them down, had no 

small resemblance to Dantc's demons dancing round 

their unhallowed fires, and thrusting their struggling 

victims back with forks. 

An hour's hard work, however, thoroughly con­

quered the fire, and all returned to camp, very 

smoked and grimy, and glad enough to get back 

to the beds which had been left upon the first 

alarm, and which had had Eo narrow nn esl'upe of 

being more smoked and grimy even than their 

owners. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

.AMAPONJW.ANA P.ASS .AND MABUDHLE. 

Two days later found us encamped under the Ama­

poujwaua Pass, and at work again, in spite of falling 

snow and hard frost. We had got into wintry regions 

indeed, although we had still worse before us. 

Immediately upon our arrival the Colonel had 

started up the mountnin to see how the land Jay, 

accompanied by myself and a guide. A two hours' 

climb took us on to the mountain-top, passing through 

a narrow rocky gorge, about ten yards wide and two 

hundred yards from the mountain-crest. In this 

gorge the sun never shines. The cold was most 

intense, and our only road lay over masses of ice 

nncl boulders intermixed and frozen together. The 

numerous frozen waterfalls, which this pass contained, 

formed huge ice-columns at frequent intervals, and 
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the scene was as bleak and dreary as could well be 

imagined. The mountain-top itself at this point is 

undulating, covered with a short dense grass, and 

watered by innumerable streams, which rise imme­

diately on the mountain-crest, those bound for Natal 

running towards the rising, and the others towards 

the setting sun. The water was deliciously cold and 

pure, the streams under the mountain running over 

beds of rock and forming freq1:1ent cascades of various 

dimensions, the banks being clothed with s-hrubs of 

kinds unknown to me. 

During this climb up the Amaponjwana Pass we 

experienced the extremes of both heat and cold. The 

severe exertions which we were making threw us into 

such a heat that we had not a dry thread left upon us, 

and were glad to throw off great-coat and patrol­

jncket, and hand them over to be· carried by our 

nttendants until we reached the top, where we were 

equally glad to put them on again. At the same 

time the air was so cold that it froze our breath as it 

left us, gradually forming icicles upon the moustache 

and beard. 
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At this place we worked for two days. The pass 

was about thirty-eight feet wide at the point where 

we were engaged, and ran between high perpendicular 

wal1s of rock. Across it we built a barrier, at an 

average height of twelve feet, of the boulders which 

lay about in every direction-which we banked in 

• securely, and formed into a solid wall with broken 

stone and turf. This labour was performed under 

considerable difficulties. ,v e were working in a 

narrow gorge, whose walls of rock and ice towered 

above us, shutting out the sunlight, and making the 

spot like an. ice-house. The cold was so excessive in 

this sunless spot that it would have been unendurable 

without artificial warmth. Half-an-hour's exposure to 

it would have numbed and stupefied our half-clad 

pioneers. Accordingly our Chief caused great fires to 

be made within• the pass, and the men to be divided 

into two companies, one of which relieved the other 

every ten minutes, returning to the fires when again 

off duty. Never before surely ~ad such a scene 

been witnessed m this frozen rift of the Kathlamba 

range I 
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Upon the second day there was no more sun­

shine without the pass than within it. The weather 

appeared threatening, and the snow-sprinkled rocks 

and cloud-covered sky made up a wintry scene 

indeed. We did not get down to our camp till 

dark, and this was the severest day that we had 

yet encountered. 

The pioneers, poor fellows I suffered a good deal, 

although they were very cheerful on the whole, 

inspirited doubtless by their hopes of freedom. 

One could not but admire the willing zeal an<l 

cheerfulness with which these men went through 

the laLours to which they were unaccustomed and 

the hardships to which they were not inured. The 

natural life of the wil<l man in South Africa is not 

one of hard work ; his wants are simple and easily 

supplied ; hi& garden and his cattle arc all he 

needs; his women till the one,-in which nature with 

but little assistance produces abundant crops,-his 

children herd the other. With such a climate as 

that in which he dwells, why should he bestir him­

self to unnecessary exertions 1 What wonder that 
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he prefers to pass the long summer days,in peaceful 

idleness, instead of spending it in labour, the only 

object of which is to supply himself with the luxuries 

of civilisation which he does not require and half 

despises I The South African undoubtedly has not 

the physical strength and endurance of his European 

brethren, who, however, it must be confessed, soon 

lose all inclination to exert the same in a country 

where the poorest labourer soon rides his horse and 

commands his Kaflir, where the journeyman carpenter 

disdains to carry his own tools, or the kitchenmaid 

to clean her own pans. 

"\Ve finished our work at the Amaponjwana Pass, 

and got baek to the German mission station, near which 

we had left our stallding camp with the waggons and 

oxen, by the 25th. Glad enough were we to leave 

the frozen mountain-tops, and to descend into the 

more temperate atmosphere of the valley beneath, 

which we had thought excessively cold on first 

arriving from yet warmer regions, but now felt to be 

delightfully mild. But we found at the camp men 

standing who had even greater reason than we to 
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rejoice at reaching it, namely, Mr. G. Mansel, of the 

Natal :Mounted Police, with half-a-dozen of his men. 

They had followed the track of our patrol, between 

Kathhmba and the Little Berg, but had descended 

into the Zikali valley by a most precipitous break­

neck way of their own finding, down which they had 

had the utmost difficulty in leading their horses. 

They had also endured considerable privations during 

their patrol, having been unable to procure food in 

the uninhabited country between the mountains. 

Indeed, even when they reached the Zikali valley 

they could not at first obtain any assistance. 'l'he 

people plainly distrusted them. Knowing nothing 

of· them, except that they were not "Amasoja" 

(soldiers-regulars); they put them down as "Camp­

kettles" ( volunteers), whom they neither feared nor 

trusted. Possibly they were too much accustomed 

to being cheated by the few traders and others 

who had come amongst them to ea.re to deal with 

them. They would have met with fair dealing from 

Mr. Mansel, but that they did not know ; and conse­

quently the little body of Mounted Police were 
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nearly starving when at last they reached our camp. 

There, of course, their wants were immediately 

supplied by the men left in charge, and we found 

them already quite at home. Mr. Mansel had paid 

us several previous visits, one on the 1st of June, 

when we camped near the Sterk-spruit, and once 

ag.1in on the 15th at our old camping-ground under 

the Little Berg, but had remained with us each 

time for one night only. Now, he and his men 

formed part of our column of route, and kept with 

us for ten or twelve days. 

Mr. Mansel was, I knew, a favourite with my 

Chief. I had often heard him speak of him as " n 

right good man for his work," "full of energy," "no 

day too long for him," and "always ready." He 

was a good-looking fellow, with an upright, well­

made figure, and rode as though he had lived in 

the saddle all his life. He was besides a capital 

companion, full of quaint humour, and with a never­

failing flow of conversation, jokes, and anecdotes. 

Nevertheless, though I should like to have made 

a companion of a man of my own age and standing,-
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one with whom I was disposed to fraternise, and 

whom my Chief commendod,-yet I kept aloof from 

him from first to last, and avoided all chances of 

making his fur_ther acquaintance. Why I did so I can 

hardly say, except that I had sometimes still my 

sombre andfitrouche fits of regret for the place I had 

Jost in the world. 

Upon the 27th June we found ourselves once more 

at Cathkin, where we were received with enthusiasm 

by old Mr. Gray. The sentiments of this worthy 

gentleman appeared to have undergone a considerable 

change since we saw him first. Then he was certainly 

n.11 that could be desired so far as hospitality was con­

cerned ; but he evidently had not the slightest faith 

in us, and was firmly convinced that the Putini men 

would desert, and ravage the country as bands of 

marauders. Now, learning his mistake by experience, 

and appreciating at last what must have been the 

influence of the unwonted presence of the soldiery in 

these secluded districts, he changed from grim distrust 

to enthusiastic partisanship of our Chief. Ho greeted 

us most. warmly, and, hastening up to the Colonel, 
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stood beside his horse's head with his hand upon the 

mane, saying in his broad Scotch accent : " Colone], I 

had heard a great deal about you before I saw you, 

and when you first came I did not believe in you. 

But now I By G--, I see you're just a man, and 

I'll stand by you through thick and thin." 

Our Chief received the acknowledgmcnt m his 

usual quiet manner, but I suspect that he was not 

more above taking pleasure in the simple tribute of 

respect paid him by the blunt sturdy Scotchman than 

others would have been in his place. 

At Cathkin we remained for a day or two awaiting 

the arrival of fresh pack-oxen and slaughter-cattle, 

for which the Colonel had sent to Zikali. Some of 

these duly arrived, but not the whole number ofpack­

oxen ordered, which the chief found himself unable to 

supply. Those that we received were accompanied by 

a messenger, bearing humble apologies from his chief 

that his supply fell short of the Colonel's demand. 

With him came a small troop of cattle as a present,­

" smart money," in short,-to turn away the supposed 

wrath of our Chief I The ambassador was excessively 
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surprised when he found his excuses quietly accepted, 

and the "present" returned as quite unnecessary. 

What effect must not the late reign of terror have had 

upon the native mind when they think it necessary to 

come in fear and trembling to buy off the anger of a 

white Inkos because they cannot sell him what they 

have not got I 

I saw much during our expedition which showed 

me that it will take many years, nay, a lifetime, 

to restore things to their old fo<:>ting in this country ; 

and even then the memory of cruelty and injustice 

will remain, causing distrust and hatred to the 

British name. 

Amongst the purchases which we made from 

the natives of Zikali's tribe there were, as I have 

previously mentioned, many fowls. Of these some 

were daily killed and eaten, the gradually de­

creasing stock following us with our other pro­

visions wherever we went. ·when we were on the 

march I am afraid that our feathered companions 

had no very easy time of it, as we could procure 

no baskets for their transport, and they were there-
o 
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fore obligecl to perf ornt their journey tied together 

by the legs and put upon n pnck-horse. At night 

they were Mt loose nnd well fed; but, poor things ! 

they were gcll:crnlly too fatigued by the shakings 

nnd joltings they had received during tho day to 

be very lively or active. There was, however, one 

exception to the general languor that prevailed 

amongst our fowls in the person of a fine red cock 

whose spirit appeared indomitable. Every night, 

the moment he was released, he sprang to his feet, 

shook himself, and crowed with as much vigour as 

though he stood upon his own dunghill I Nothing 

would induce him to show the slightest sign of 

fatigue, and whenever fresh fowls were purchased 

he made a point of seizing the earliest opportunity 

of asserting his supremacy by beating all the 

cocks of the party in turn. In fact his conduct 

was so plucky and singular that general atten• 

tion was drawn to his superiority, and the Colonel 

gave orders that he should on no account ho 

put to death and eaten. He was at once raised 

to the post of favourite, and received a name, 
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being called by the Colonel Mabudhle, after the 

Induna who had commanded Langalibalele's men at 

the Bushman's River Pass, whom the Colonel looks 

upon as a brave man and one worthy of his steel. 

From tJ1is time forth Mabudhle, the cock, performed 

his travels mounted upon his own pack-horse, no 

longer dangling helplessly by the feet from its back, 

but perched upon it in his natural position, and merely 

attached by a loose cord to ono claw. In this manner 

he accompanied us through the rest of our expedition, 

either proudly sitting his steed, or, when the waggons 

were with us, perched upon one of them. He took 

kindly to his position of favourite, would soon feed 

out of our hands, nnd, when we were encamped, was 

usually to be found pecking round our kitchen-fire, as 

much at home as any one of us. Mabudhle will pro­

bably end his dn.ys in peace and contentment, for, 

upon our return to Pietermaritzburg, the Colonel gave 

him to some friends of his in the country, with strict 

injunctions that he waa to be allowed to die a natural 

death, and was to be well cared for in the meantime. 

o 2 
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A SNOW STORM, 

ON the morning of the 29th we started once more 

upon our travels towards what wa.s to be the scene of 

our last and most arduous mountain labours,-namely, 

the Bushman's River Pass. 

I was particularly anxious to see with my own 

eyes the spot where my Chief had fought the year 

before, and over which so many bloodless battles of 

words had since been waged. Of course I took myself 

the only view of the matter which I had ever heard 

propounded by men of my own cloth who had seen 

the ground,-namely, that the position taken up by 

the Colonel was clearly defensible, and could have 

been held long enough to serve all requisite purposes 

had he been followed by twenty regulars who knew 

what is meant by discipline and obedience, two 
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·qualities quite as necessary to the making of a good 

soldier as the mere courage which we arc all sup­

posed to possess. :My knowledge of my Chief was 

all that was necessary to convince mo that even his 

valour had not outstripped his judgment, as pretended 

by those whose interest it was to throw the blame of 

the failure upon one who, according to the rules of 

the Service, could not speak in his own defence. 

Nevertheless, I wanted to see the place with my own 

eyes, and to be able to say that I had done so. Con­

sequently I set forth with renewed energy, although 

but for this special subject of interest I might have 

begun to feel that I had had nbout enough of frozen 

passes, rugged mountains, and perpetual climbing, 

with the monotonous round of newly-discovered 

pa.i,ses, scarped works, and boulder walls. 

It is curious how very little the number and 

nature of these mountain-passes is known to those 

whose interest, nay, whose duty it is to keep them 

in mind. Not half of them are set down in any 

map, or have any names save those given by us 

while working their destruction. Determined to do 
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thoroughly the work entrusted to him, • the Colonel 

gn.ve rewards to the finders of new passes, and the 

result was excellent for the object we had in view 

at the time, To give one instance only; everyone 

who knows anything about Natal knows also that 

thcro is a '' Bushman's Pass" in the Draakensbcrg 

range, and some few may likewise be aware that 

there aro two, the " Old Bushman's Pass" and the 

"Bushman's River Pass," some fifty miles apart. 

But how many Natal Government officials,-how 

many Natalians,-are aware that round about the 

Bushman's River Pass alone there are six several 

smaller ones, all of which we destroyed as thoroughly 

a.i, the only one upon our original list? 

After leaving Cathkin we soon found ourselves 

m the deserted location of the unfortunate Putini 

tribe. A fertile va1ley, well watered by the Little 

Tugcla river which takes its riso in the Kathlamba 

range, lay before us. But nine months ago this 

pleasant spot had been the happy tranquil home of 

the then well-to-do tribe, numbering some· five thou­

sand souls. Here they had spent many peaceful 
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years, cultivating their land, and bringing up their 

children to be, like their fathers, simplo nnd honest, 

though untaught, savages. Aud here, while so un­

suspicious of approaching evil that not a man had 

taken up arms nor a woman fled, they wcro surprised 

by the Government forces. Their habitations were 

pillaged and burnt, their cattle seized, and themscl ves 

carried off prisoners, with no knowledge on the part 

of the victims ns to what their offence might be, It 

wa.a said indeed that somo women of their tribe, 

who had married amongst Langalibalelc's people, had 

taken refuge in the huts of their fathers and brothers 

from the assegais of the murderous loyal native force, 

'l'he women were not turned out by these near 

relatives to meet a bloody death, or, still worse, a 

dishonourable captivity ; and the Government forces 

promptly taught the whole tribe that family affection 

and common humanity may be accounted as crimes ; 

or, shall we rather say, that it is dangerous for a well­

to-do and prosperous little community to lie right 

in the path of an armed, rapacious, and disappointed 

mob1 
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A little later the authorities themselves acknow­

ledged that the capture of the Putini tribe, and con­

fiscation of its property, was a complete mistake. 

Nevertheless, at the time of which I write, eight 

months after the affair, the Putini women were still 

living under strict surveillance, the men still working 

as convicts upon the roads. The only improvement 

m their condition was the hope of regaining their 

freedom through my Chief's energetic interference 

on their behalf, and by their own painful labour and 

perilous exposure. Nothing but the childlike trust 

and confidence which these poor creatures plainly 

put in the master under whom they served, and who 

shared their perils and sufferings to the fulJ, could 

have carried them through their work. 

We had marched over much savage country, 

through wild and uninhabited districts, but in all 

our travels we had never reached a spot which struck 

me with such a sense of desolation as did this smiling 

fruitful valley. On every gentle slope and every 

rounded knoll were to be seen the charred and 

blackened remains of ruined kraals, strewed round 

Digitized by Google 



A SNOW STORM. 20i 

with broken utensils of native manufacture. A 
silence as of the grave reigned over the deserted land. 

No voice of child nor low of cattle could be heard, 

but only the long sigh of the wind amongst the 

neglected gardens, as the feathery heads of the stately 

maize waved slowly in the breeze, and the sharp 

trickling sound of the brooks that fed the Little 

Tugela river, distinctly audible through the clear 

atmosphere and the perfect stillness of the vale. 

'l'he mealie and ama.bclc gardens which lay on 

every side were green and young when fire and steel 

swept through the land in the spring-time of the 

year. Their soft green blades, if crushed down and 

trampled upon for awhile, had risen again with the 

elasticity possessed by all young things, and the 

grain was now ripe and ready to gather. There were 

none, however, to reap the crops, save the wild deer 

or "bucks" as I learnt to call them in Natal, and the 

many thousand birds which perched on every stem 

and took flight in clouds as we passed by. The 

little feathered rascals, indeed, were enjoying an 

unwonted feast, undisturbed by the children whose 
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• business it should have been to sit J).11 day long upon 

little wattle stages or scaffolds, shouting to each other 

and to the winged robbers, much as country lads are 

set to do (l.t home in England. Our horses p,nd 

cattle, too, enjoyed it meal of their favourite food, 

these deserted gardeiut furnishing excellent provender 

for them, 

I could not help wondering, as we marched 

through this valley, what might be the sentiments 

of our poor pioneers, the rightful dwellerij upon the 

soil Did the joy with which the hope,-certainly 

unlooked for,-of a return to their old homes ere 

long predominate, or did their souls rise indignantly 

against the cruel injustice which had dragged them 

away; and did they wonder why they should not 

be allowed to return at once, now, while their crops 

were still safe and whole, instead of being forced 

to leave them to be carried off by imyone who chose 

to ta~e possession of them 1 The crops were gone 

to the, last grain before they returned as free men 

once more ; nor, but for the strenuous exertions and 

determiuation of my Chief, would they then have 
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reached their homes in timo to plant their next 

year's crop. 

On the 30th June, after· a fatiguing march over 

a very broken country, we camped in a valley near 

a stream of beautiful colJ water. The march had 

been so severe that there were many stragglers from 

our lines, some of whom, as night fell, lost our track, 

and had considerable difficulty in finding their wny 

to camp. Indeed they might have slept in the veldt 

that night, a recreation for which the weather was 

far too cold, had not Mr. Mansel ridden back some 

miles to find them. 

Next day we reached the Bushman's River 

Valley, .and having formed a general depot in a 
most picturesque and well-wooded spot, with the 

Bushman's River flowing close by, we. followed the 

course of the stream towards its source, and en .. 

camped late that afternoon about a mile from the 

foot of • the pass. 

About sunset we all prophesied snow, from tho 

~ppeara.nce of the sky; but later on the night cleared, 

and when we turned in we had good hopes of a 
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fine morrow. It was a lovely night; a great big 

moon, like a harvest-moon at home, rose splendidly 

into a cloudless sky, lighting up the berg above us, 

and performing for us the meaner functions of many 

lamps, whereby we greatly profited, avoiding tumbles 

over tent-lines and such like impedimenta. 

Our hopes, however, proved to be delusive. 

\Vaking up, about three o'clock next morning, I 

became aware that snow was falling fast, mixed with 

little lumps of ice, which pattered on my tent like 

hail, although hail it was not.· It was deadly cold, 

and further sleep was out of the question in such an 

atmospliere. I lay and shivered beneath the blankets 

through the long hours that yet remained before the 

tardy winter's dawn, and was glad enough when at 

last it broke, enabling me to get up and try what 

moving about and then crouching by the first-lit fire 

would do towards thawing my frozen blood. 

On comparing notes at breakfast-time I learnt 

that one or two of our party had been wise enough to 

carry off hot stones to bed with them as foot-warmers, 

and had thus been able to defy the intense cold of the 
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past night. Their expenence was so satisfactory as 

compared with ours that for the future hot stones 

becam~ the order of the day, or rather night. Our 

breakfast-party presented an odd enough appearance 

upon that snowy morning. A bleak hill-side sur-. 

rounded by other hills as bleak, and the berg frowning 

above, the whole white with snow,-such was the 

background to the scene. For foreground objects 

we had our fire enclosed by a sod-wall tipped 

with heather, with figures seated round it wrapped 

to the eyes. Upon the fire were sundry pots and 

kettles, and busy over them a British soldier, with a 

scarlet nightcap on his head, as ministering angel to 

our wants, which indeed he supplied luxuriously with 

partridge curry, mutton-chops, coffee, bread and 

butter, so that we could hardly complain of starvation 

in addition to the cold. Snow fell fa.st the while 

into the plates and cups, so that we eat as quickly 

as possible, and then huddled over the fire to talk, 

getting up occasionally to shake the accumulating 

snow from off our backs, and sitting down again as 

speedily as possible to keep our camp-stools dry. 
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W 8 discussod our present prospects, and rather 

shook our heads over them. Should there be any 

truth ill the saying that bad weather once set in 

lasts with the waning moon, it was rather a bad look• 

out for us. No work was possible for that day save 

the erection of certain turf-walls around tho principal 

tents, as a shelter from the biting wind,-a wiso pre­

caution seeing that we might be detained for some 

days by the foll of snow, which, should it block the 

pass, would entirely prevent our work for the present. 

Meanwhile, every man who could do so remained in 

his tent and in hie blanket. Tho British soldier 

is but a helpless creaturo when thus exposed to hard• 

ships, and seems to be too idle to make himself a shelter 

under which he can eat in warmth and comfort. He 

prefers to lie about under shelter and be cold, Upon 

this occasion, too, our native force seemed rather 

inclined to follow the example of the white, and no 

man in camp was to be seen beyond his tent, except 

those on duty at the time. 

About noon Mr. Mansel and his mounted police­

men took their departure, in spite of driving snow 
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and wind, on their return to their own camp, 

having been ordered into Estcourt. Their comtnanclet 

evidently left us with extreme unwillingncM, liking 

the life we led in the wilds far better than hie camp 

at Estcourt; but his sense of duty took him away 

without delay. Poor Shot, too, his favourite spaniel 

dog, who invariably accompanied his master on 

patrol, looked very melancholy at having to leave a 

camp on 8Uch a day. He had been enjoying himself 

immensely, alternately lying in the warmth of our 

fire and dashing out to have a game with the snow, 

which was a. novel and apparently o. welcome, play­

fellow for hitn. There was no fear of starvation for 

tho party this time, for wo sent them off well­

provisioned for some days to come, 

It was by no means o. cheerful day upon the 

whole. The Colonel M,t in his tent writing letters 

and despatches, busy ns usual; but the rest of UB 

did not do much besides talk and smoke and en• 

deavour to keep ourselves warm, At four o'clock 

a slight distraction occurred in the arrival of fresh 

supplies of pumpkins, mealies, and wood from the 
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dep6t below. The snow still fell fast, and the long 

string of horses and oxen, with packs upon their 

backs, looked like a train of ghosts as they approached, 

winding round the hills, and white with the snow 

which filled the air so thickly that all objects at 

a little distance became dim and indistinct to view. 

At sundown, however, the weather cleared again. 

We trusted that the snow was over, and made all 

our arrangements for work upon the following day 

before we went to bed. 

What was my dismay, on awaking at about 

two o'clock, at hearing once more the soft sound of 

fast-falling snow and the howl of the rising wind t 

"No work to-day!" thought I, and turned to sleep 

agam. U scless attempt ! The wind howled louder 

and louder, while the cold grew ever more intense. 

In another hour a perfect hurricane was blowing, 

which drove the snow, or rather frozen dust, right 

through the tents, which were made of cotton stuff 

instead of canvas, as well as under their walls. 

Soon the tents were full of snow, and the sleepers 

covered with a frozen winding-sheet of the same. 
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It beat in at the tent-doors, and there froze into 

• a mass of ice. We might almost as well have 

been lying in the open air ; it was indeed a bitter 

night for us all. 

When daylight appeared I went out to see how 

matters stood, and found the Colonel out before me, 

looking at a couple of tents which had been blown 

down, the occupants of which were huddled round 

a fire. They bad a screen-wall round them, without 

which they could not have kept their fire alight, 

and very miserable indeed they looked. 

I saluted my Chief, and asked for orders; but 

the wind blew so strong that we could scarcely stand 

against it, and forced the icy dust into our faces 

until it was difficult to draw breath. The ice morsels 

froze upon one's hair, one's coat, and beard, until 

one had all the appearance of a snow-man. They 

collected at the back of one's head, beneath the 

forage-caps which we all wore, and froze there into 

a solid mass, which we were obliged to submit to 

the influence of the fire before we could get rid 

of it. Such a bitter day I never experienced before 
p 
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or since. Even the Colonel looked grave and anxious 

over our plight; although his resolute courage and 

endurance carried him,-in spite of the exhaustion 

consequent upon long ill-health and yet unhealed 

wounds,-through what tried the fortitude of the 

strongest man amongst us. 

The pioneers lay in their tents, covered with snow, 

and nothing would induce them to stir. They utterly 

refused to get up, to light their fires and cook their 

food, to do anything, in short,-begging only to be 

allowed to die where they were. There was no doing 

anything with them, even for their own comfort. Nor 

were the Basutos and white men in a much better 

condition. We endured this state of things until 

noon, hoping for a change in weather; but the only 

change was from bad to worse, for by twelve o'clock 

the snow was driving in such clouds that we could 

not see a yard in any direction. The Basutos now 

became terribly alarmed, fearing that we should be 

snowed up altogether. So, yielding to dire necessity 

only, the Colonel decided to beat a retreat from the 

elements. 
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Accordingly he directed the Basutos to go down 

into the valley where we had left our horses and 

cattle, and to send up all the men and horses there 

to help us shift the camp equipage as speedily as 

possible. Off started the Basutos, in such a hurry 

that they left their tenta standing ; and the Colonel 

turned his attention towards the Putini young 

men, over whose heads he had to have the tents 

pulled down, in order to induce them to stir. 

Even then they did not move, but lay under their 

fallen tents, crying : "Let us die, 'Nkos ; only let 

us die I" 

That not being his object, however, he proceeded 

next to pull them out. They were perfectly helpless, 

paralysed, their brown skins white with cold. Finally, 

with the greatest difficulty they were started off down 

the mountain in the tracks of the Basutos. Once 

fairly off, they made no delay, until they reached the 

warm valley beneath, and hid themselves in the old 

bushmen's lanes with which the place abounds. The 

South African is certainly unable to endure severe 

cold, and these men would have died had they been 
p 2 
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kept upon the mountain, or allowed to remain stupefied 

in their tents. 

Meanwhile the Colonel waited with the -th and 

with ourselves for the pack-animals. It was getting 

late before these began to arrive. A Basu to boy, whom 

the Colonel had ta.ken for an after-rider, was the first 

to appear, driving seven pack-horses before him. 

These animals were immediately loaded up and sent 

off again, and then, as· each horse or ox appeared, he 

was ta.ken and loaded by white men ;-for the native 

drivers were helpless and could only cower over the 

fire. At last the work was done, our last tent struck, 

and the last animal loaded. Nothing remained upon 

the ground save the tents of the pioneers and Basutos 

and our frozen selves, and we made the best of our 

way down the mountain-side. 

I had been wishing all day that the Colonel would 

leave us, for I feared the effect of the intense cold 

upon him; but, after all, it is mental rather than 

physical strength which "carries men through." He 

was as active and energetic as usual throughout that 

trying day, and no power on earth would have taken 
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him away until all was finished, and till he could 

follow the last man down to the valley below. 

Glad enough were we all to escape, more especially 

from the dreadful wind, which seemed to penet.rate to 

the very bone, rendering some even of the white men 

quite helpless. \Ve could not have stayed, and, much 

as our leader disliked being beaten, there was no help 

for it. He sent a mounted man down before us to 

see how far the snow· extended, and we found that it 

lay for miles beneath us. In the valley about four 

miles from the foot of the pass it was knee-deep, but 

this only in the morning; for the sun, which shone 

out there, soon melted it. Drifts formed in many 

places, deep enough to swallow us had we fallen into 

them, and on the mountain-side they froze hard. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BUSHMEN'S CAVES. 

THE change in temperature from the mountain­

heights to the valley beneath was wonderful, and 

the following day was sunny, which made us all 

alive again. Yet the night had been cold enough 

to freeze a can of water standing in the Colonel's 

tent. 

Our camp next morning presented a more cheerful 

scene than the one which we had left behind us in 

the snow. It was a lovely day, with a bright sun 

shining from a clear blue sky. The Berg was clad in 

white right down to the valley, and the passes were 

so completely blocked that we were forced to wait for 

a thaw before we could commence our labours. Mean­

while all hands were at work erecting shelter by 

the orders of our Chief, who himself sat writing 
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despatches in the midst of a busy scene. The tents 

were all down, in order that the ground might dry 

in the hot sun. Some of the men were cutting timber, 

some carrying it, and others putting up screens for 

tents and fires. One party groomed the horses, while 

another prepared a train of oxen for a foraging-party. 

The latter were to bring in loads of pumpkins, 

mealies, and Kaffir corn from the deserted gardens 

of which the valley was full, as it formed part of 

the location from which Langalibq.lele and his tribe 

had lately been <lriven out. The troops, meanwhile, 

were engaged in cleaning their rifles, etc., their 

Captain in reading a newspaper, and our Colonel, 

as mentioned before, in writing, all under an Italian 

sky and a brilliant sun. In his capacity of Colonial 

Engineer, the Colonel had continually to answer 

letters and to send written directions to every part 

of the Colony, and he always kept a post nmning 

to Estcourt from wherever we might happen to be 

camped at the time. 

Not twenty yards from our camp flowed the 

Bushman's River, a rapid stream of clear water, 

Digitized by Google 



216 MY OHIEF .A.ND I. 

which would be charming for bathing m summer­

time, but was quite too cold to be pleasant while 

we were there, although some of us made constant 

use of it. 

That afternoon we explored the Bushmen's caves, 

-huge caverns rather,-situated in the precipices 

which tower above the Bushman's River, and in 

which our pioneers had found temporary shelter. 

They had made themselves very comfortable, having 

built screen-walls of stones across the entrances to the 

caves, to be a shelter from the cold winds. They 

had also constructed their bed-places in the various 

recesses and ramifications within, while the mouth 

of the cave formed a general dining-place, in which, 

while we were camped here, huge fires were kept 

burning by those whose duty it was to prepare the 

food for the whole party. 

These caves are full of coloured drawings by the 

bushmen, hideous representations of eland-hunts, 

cattle raids, or fights with Kaffirs, whose figures are 

distinguished by being painted much larger and of a 

lighter colour than those intended for their small 
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opponents. Some of the drawings are very clear and 

distinct, the colouring as brilliant as though just put 

on; others are less so; but each one is more ugly 

than its neighbour. We found also in the caves a 

good many poisoned arrows left by these Bush­

men. They were very small, looking more like toys 

than weapons of war, but were doubtless deadly 

enough, with their venomed tips, and shafts of 

mountain reeds. 

But there were other caves not very far from 

this valley which had a later and a deeper interest 

than any connected with the Bushmen. Here was 

the scene of one of those tragedies with which, alas! 

the history of Natal for the year 1873-7 4 abounds; 

for here certain fugitives of the Hlubi tribe had been 

smoked to death by a party of loyal natives under 

the command of a white man. The caves are situated 

in a tributary valley to the great Bushman's River 

Valley, and are formed by masses of rock, resting one 

against the other, and having three openings or 

entrances. The story, as far as I could gather, is as 

follows : A party of "loyal " natives, while patrolling 
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the valley after the main disturbances were over 

and the troops had returned to head-quarters, ob­

served a track leading up from the stream to some 

fissures in the rocks. Following up this track, and 

seeing evident signs of occupation about the rocks, 

they called upon the fugitives to come out and 

surrender themselves, informing them at the same 

time that their chief Langalibalele had been captured, 

and was in prison. 

There were women and children in the cave as 

well as men, and, after some parley, the former are 

said to have come out and to have been taken 

prisoners. But the men refused, saying that, if their 

chief was a captive, he was indeed a dead man and 
• 

they themselves would die where they were. And, 

perhaps, they had no great belief that their lives 

would be spared, even although they should give 

themselves up, knowing that prisoners had frequently 

been put to death, and sometimes even tortured in 

a most cruel manner, by the native forces,-possibly 

being also aware that the presence of white men had 

sometimes been no safeguard against such cruelties. 
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However this might be, whether it was devotion 

to their chief, whom they did not care to outlive, or 

whether, despairing of life at the hands of the enemy, 

they preferred to die :fighting, the men refused to sur­

render. No further attempt was made by the attacking 

force to get them out. But, they piled heaps of 

brushwood against the apertures of the cave, and set 

fire to it. Then they sat down to wait until their 

victims should be smothered by the smoke, or burnt 

to death should they attempt to force a passage out, 

This too, reader, was done under the orders of a white 

leader,-though not one, thank Heaven I in H.M.'s 

Service,-the only crime of the victims being that of 

having run away and hidden themselves in fear of 

death I It appears that one or two of them escaped 

after the fires were lit, passing along a narrow rift 

between two huge rocks, the mouth of which was con4 

cealed by underwood from the observation of the 

besiegers. Seven are supposed to have perished; 

but, if there really were so many, the remains of some 

of them must have been removed, as, although we 

made a searching examination of the whole place, we 
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could only find the skeletons of two. After the lapse 

of so many months that fact, however, is hardly 

a proof that more men were not killed at the 

time. 

That the caves,-if such they can be rightly called, 

-had been well supplied with food was evident from 

numerous bones of goats, remains of mealies and 

Kaffir corn, etc., which lay about on every side. Com­

fortable bed-places, too, had been constructed in various 

recesses, and a tiny rill of pure water ran through 

the rocks within the caves. On the ground outside, 

and near the entrance, could still be seen the remains 

of the bivouacs of the attacking force which had 

camped there for one night. One almost regrets that 

the besieged did not surprise the "Government devils," 

-black and white,-aaleep, and put an end to the lot, 

only that such an attack, however much in self-defence, 

would have been another crime to be charged against 

the unlucky tribe. 

In connection with this story I may as well 

mention here a little judicial circumstance which came 

to my knowledge while in Natal, and which perhaps 
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some of my readers, learned in the law, may be better 

able to understand than I, a plain soldier, can be 

expected to do. It appears that during the "Rebellion" 

of 1873 a party of men on the Government side were 

attacking so~o fugitives at bay amongst the rocks. 

Two of the latter had guns, and used them in defence 

of themselves and the women and children who were 

with them, one of them killing his man (a "loyal 

native"). Finally the fugitives were captured, and 

carried off to Pietermaritzburg. At the famous "trial" 

which took place there, they told, of their own accord, 

exactly what had taken place, without which free con­

fession, by-the-way, no one would have known that 

they were the two who had held firearms. The sen­

tence upon the party was as follows :-Those who had 

no guns, and thE;irefore did not fire, received imprison­

ment with hard labour ; the man who fired and missed 

was condemned to seven years ; and Sibanyana, the 

man who hit one of the attacking party, to twenty 

years' imprisonment with hard labour I 

But this is a digression from which we will return 

to the Bushmen's caves, in order to mention a 
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native snuff-box and assegai-head, differing from the 

poisoned arrows described before, and a kind of 

needle used by the Kaffirs to pick thorns out of 

their feet, which we found and carried away as 

relics of the place. 

The Colonel sent a patrol up the mountain during 

the day to ascertain the actual depth of the snow, 

and,. if possible, to bring away the Basutos' and 

pioneers' tents left behind in their hurried retreat 

from the weather. On reaching the spot where our 

camp had stood the men beheld eight elands busily 

engaged in discussing our stock of pumpkins and 

mealies, which were buried in the snow, but which 

their sagacity had discovered, while hunger had so 

far overcome their natural timidity that the traces 

of the recent presence of man had not been sufficient 

to scare them away. Of course they fled at the 

approach of the patrol, and, though the corporal 

in charge of the party had several shots at them 

before they got out of range, he failed to bring any 

down, for his fingers were so numbed by the cold 

that he could hardly handle his rifle. 
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Meanwhile all hands were turned out on a general 

camp-fatigue. The Colonel had decided that, owing 

to the season of the year, it would be safer for us 

to camp in the valley than higher up, in a position. 

from which we might at any time be driven by 

another fall of snow, and where we might even 

find ourselves snowed up altogether. Accordingly, 

he set us all to work, and we finally made ourselves 

very comfortable, considering our materials and the 

capabilities of the locality. 

The head-quarters' tents were pitched between 

the Bushman's River, which flowed, close by, over 

a rocky or pebbly bed, and an enormous cubical 

mass of rock, about thirty feet of a side, which 

stood alone at this point in the valley ; while the 

troops' tents were placed at some little distance, 

on the right bank of a tributary stream to the 

Bushman's River, all being sheltered by strong fences 

of sugar-bush, quantities of which grew close by. 

The fires for cooking purposes were built against 

the aforementioned mass of rock, and were also 

sheltered by thick bush-screens; whilst a rude shanty 
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was put up, made of poles and· brushwood, with 

window, shutters, and door of basket-work, and a 

roof thatched with grass. This shanty was our 

• dining and sitting room henceforward, and possessed 

one important advantage, of the ingenuity of which 

we were very proud. It- boasted of a noble chimney, 

which our Chief himself designed of oxhide stretched 

while green upon a frnme of timber, something 

after the fashion of the chimney of a blacksmith's 

forge. Fixed chairs, couch, and table of rustic 

workmanship completed our dining-hall, which we 

regarded as an immense success, and which was a 

palace to us, although in reality but a mere shed. 

A guard-hut and powder-magazine, of brushwood 

also, were constructed in front of the troops' lines, 

the latter containing our store of powder, which 

was thus placed under the immediate eye of the 

sentry. An oven was next built near the troops' 

kitchen, from which our soldier-baker turned us out 

most excellent bread; whilst the blacksmith's forge, 

in constant requisition for sharpening and repairing 

the pioneers' tools, was placed in a convenient posi-
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tion hard by. Our horses had no stables, indeed, 

and lived in the open ; but we put up rough timber 

horse-lines, to which they were taken twice a. day 

to be groomed and fed with mealies, and they wero 

allowed to graze at will upon the mountain-slopes. 

Finally we threw a substantial bridgo across the 

tributary to the Bushman's River, immediately in 

front of our camp, as it ran right between us and our 

work, besides separating us from the pioneers lodged 

in the caves. 

The Basuto camp, upon rather higher ground at a 

distance of some hundred yards to the rear, completed 

our establishment. Thanks to the forethought and 

ingenuity with which the work was directed, and the 

alacrity and attention with which it was carried out, 

it was as comfortable a bivouac as we could have 

contrived under the circumstances. 

These more permanent arrangements for our 

comfort and safety were the more necessary, as, in 

addition to the increasing severity of the season, the 

works upon which we were now about to commence 

operations were by far the most extensive that we had 
Q 
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yet undertaken, and would detain us at our present 

camp for some weeks, whereas none of the other 

passes had occupied us for more than a few days each. 

Our present party of pioneers were at work upon the 

Bushman's River Pass itself, and other smaller ones close 

by, from July 6th to July 28th, while the working­

party, who then relieved them, did not finally_ quit 

the place until September 25th. 

On the return of the patrol with the tents, the 

corporal in charge reported that although they had 

with great difficulty succeeded in forcing their way 

as far as our old camp-ground, yet that it was impos­

sible to get higher up the mountain. " Impossible " 

was a word which we were hardly allowed to admit 

into our dictionaries during this expedition ; and the 

Colonel determined to go and see for himself what the 

state of things might be. Accordingly, next day, 

taking with him his more immediate followers and 

attcndants,-his faithful henchman Campbell, the 

trusty Basutos, and mysclf,-he started up the 

mountain. I am sure that throughout this expedi­

tion (I might say with equal truth throughout his 
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life in Natal) my Chief was pitiless to himself, 

forcing himself to exertions and to an endurance for 

which he was physically unfit, and which he himself 

would never have imposed upon any but strong 

healthy men. He had never sp_ared himself, nor taken 

a week's rest since he received his wound and other 

severe injuries eight months before ; nor can it ho 

imagined that, with that still open wound and 

weakened frame, he could have gone through the 

severe exertions and hardships which I am now 

recounting, without suffering seriously in consequence, 

-perhaps for the remainder of his life, certainly for 

many years. 

Upon this occasion we found it comparatively 

easy work getting as far as the old camp, where much 

of the snow had melted ; but beyond that point it 

was still very deep, and it took much time and trouble 

for us to reach the site of my Colonel's camp when on 

patrol in 1873, after the affair of the 4th November. 

Here he pointed out to me the long line of the strong 

sod-wall which had been thrown up to protect from 

the violent winds the patrol-tents of the small force 
Q 2 
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eiicll.tttped for some tiin~ upon this bleak ill-omened 

spot, I saw also some 1m1all musketry parapets con .. 

structed for outlying pickets in situations commanding 

access to the pass; All showed that, however futile 

and needless was the errand upon which my Chief was 

sent by those in command, he had done his duty as a 

soldier, The arrangements still existing made it plain 

enough that no point for defence or attack had been 

overlooked by him, 

We halted here for a little while to recruit our• 

selves after our exertions in struggling through the 

deep ~now, and then advanced along the side of n. 

steep incline, testing each step with our long K~ 

sticks, It was indeed a service of some difficulty 

and danger, as in many places the snow was waist­

deep, and , false step would have precipitated one 

into the rocky river-bed beneath, 

We got as far e.s where the Bushman's River 

crossed our path li8 a tiny stream, springing from near 

the mountain-crest, and then the Colonel, having 

decided that, with the aid of the pioneers, the pass 

wns practicable, w~ retraced our steps, and after a 
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toilsome return journey were glad enough to find 

ourselves once more beside a blazing fire, at our 

camp m the more sheltered valley, some five miles 

down. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE TOP OF THE PASS. 

NEXT day we took our pioneers up the mountain 

and set them to work at clearing away the deep 

snow, and forming a track to the foot of the pass. 

From this point our course lay up the left bank of 

the Bushman's River for a considerable distance ; 

then we crossed it, and had to scramble up a steep 

hill-side over rocks and loose stones, which at times 

afforded but a precarious footing. 

The snow did not lie so deeply here as we had 

expected ; yet in places the pioneers were working 

mid-leg deep. Although the Putini lands lay near 

the Draakensbcrg, it is probable that these men had 

seldom handled snow ; for the natives shrink from 

cold, and remain much in their warm huts during 

the bitter days of July and August. Consequently 
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our pioneers were praiseworthy in a double degree 

for the energy with which they worked through such 

cold as they may never hitherto have experienced. 

Before we returned to camp upon that first day 

a practicable track had been formed to the spot 

selected by the Colonel as the most suitable for the 

formation of a line of scarp ; and for the next two­

and-twcnty days the work steadily progressed, with 

the occasional interruption of a day unfit for out­

door labour, when a fall of snow, or a violent gale 

which neither white nor black could face, drove us 

down the mountain and compelled us to take refuge 

in our camp below. Our life was too regular and 

monotonous to admit of my giving a detailed account 

of its daily incidents, and the whole may be summed 

up in a few words. To march at daylight (about 

7 A.M. ), reaching the pass and commencing work by 

10 A.M, to scarp rocks and build walls, to bore and 

blast where necessary for our purpose, and then to 

return to camp by sunset,-such was the routine of 

our daily life. 

As time went on the unusual exposure and hard .. 
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ships which our working-party underwent began to 

tell upon them greatly. The hard thick soles of 

their unshod feet began in many cases to crack and 

split, making marching difficult and painful. Coughs 

and colds a1oundcd, and some few fell ill with 

inflammation of tho lungs, and other serious com­

plaints. \Ve had no medical man amongst us, but 

our Chief successfully performed the functions of one, 

In the course of a very varied experience he had 

picked up a good deal of practical knowledge, both 

medical and surgical, and had been careful to provide 

himself with a plentiful supply of simple drugs, etc,, 

for the use of the expedition. His medicine-chest 

contained chlorodyne, quinine, carbolic-acid, castor­

?il, 'tartar-emetic, turpentine, etc. etc., not to mention 

lint, plaster, bandages, and splints, in case of 

accidents. 

Upon the first appearance of sickness in the camp 

the Colonel established a standing soup-kitchen, at 

which the strongest beef-tea was kept going in largo 

quantities the whole day long. Every morning he 

had a sick-parade, at which I assisted, while the 
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Colonel's two native servants attended to carry out 

his directions. Symptoms were inquired into, medi­

cines dispensed, hot fomentations and mustard applied 

in cases where such treatment was req~ired, and then 

tho patients were sent off to tho kitchen-fire. Here 

the man in charge was directed to supply each sufferer 

with a basin of hot soup at once, and the same again 

at midday and evening. This service the soldier who 

officiated as cook performed with the greatest willing­

ness, taking an evident interest in the progress of the 

invalids. 

Perhaps the practice waa not very regular ;~ 

but it was successful, and the best proof of our 

Colonel's skill lies in the fact that all his patients 

recovered, We did not lose one during the whole 

expedition. The respect in which the people them­

selves held the Inkos had been great before, but 

it amounted to awe when they diacovered what 

a great innyanga, - i.e. ,i medicine-man," ho was. 

Indeed these simple people have an especial reverence 

for medical skill, which they seem to regard as some­

thing with a touch of the supernatural in it, 
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Our monotonous existence was varied in my own 

case by occasional excursions with the Colonel to 

examine new passes discovered and reported by our 

Basuto guides. 

During one of these he took me, at my request, 

over the ground of the disaster of the 4th November, 

1873, pointing out to me the various positions held 

by himself and party, and by the enemy; and, as I 

had expected, I found that I could most thoroughly 

coincide with those of my own cloth who, having 

seen the place, asserted that the Colonel had been 

perfectly right in his estimate of its capabilities, and 

in his proposed course of action. It moved me 

strangely to go over the ground with him who had 

done so well there, and who, but for his faithful 

Basuto followers, would have been left upon it. 

Looking upon the great cairn which he had afterwards 

built above the dead, and which, covered with snow 

as it was, seemed like part of the mountain, I rejoiced 

that he stood by my side, alive though not uninjured, 

instead of lying there beneath the cold gray monument 

upon that bleak and desolate hill-side. And yet I 
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thought that, had it been my lot to follow him, and 

to die· upon that day, I would rather have had the 

soldier's burial which he gave them himself, in the 

lonely spot on which they fell, with the eternal peace 

and majesty of the great hills around them, than 

have been disturbed from my quiet rest, and carried 

away to the dusty cemetery ~f Pietermaritzburg. 

The citizens of that town have erected in their 

market-square a monument to those who were killed 

at the Bushman's River Pass, which is a flimsy trifle 

compared to the grand hills that here " keep record 

of their names," where "never can a touch of shame 

sully the buried brow." 

My Colonel, when he raised that mound above 

them, had planted it with a great mass of beautiful 

white everlastings, which grew all around, some 

flowers of which, with locks of hair which he cut 

from the heads of the dead, he sent to their relatives 

on his return. The snow covered all when I was 

there, making the spot doubly melancholy, and I was 

glad to follow my Chief away from what was no 

cheerful place to either of us. Before we left he 
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pointed out, at my request, the little stream, now 

frozen to o. block of ioa, where he so nearly lost his 

life,-also the place, some four hundred yards in 

advance of his position, to which he rode to parley 

with the advance-guard of the flying tribe, He wu.s 

accompanied by his iQterpreter only, wbQ Wa4 without 

weapons, while he himself waa unarmed to all intents 

and purposes; since with his injured shoulder, put 

out by a fall the day before, his sword was useless to 

him, and was carried throughout tha day by the 

Basuto Hlubi ; while, although be had a revolver 

slung round his neck, it was no easy task to uae it 

and to manage his horse with his one haud. I heard 

(though not from him) how, when the interpreter 

(Elijah) was wounded, and his horse shot, my Chief 

rode in and endeavoured to save the man, who then 

was killed by his side, he himself surrounded, and his 

horse's bridle seized. Dropping the reins, he used his 

revolveP. This and his good horse saved him; and, 

after running the gauntlet, amidst cries of " Shoot the 

Chief I" he escaped with only one serious wound, an 

assegai having passed through his left arm. & also 
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received one or two slight wounds, and his patrol• 

jacket 'Yas cut in many places. 

Naturally I took tho moat vivid interest in a.ll that 

I could learn from my Chief on the subject. But I 

could never gather more than the barest facts from 

himself; and it was from the Basutos that I got the 

fuller account which I desired of what he did and 

endured upon that bitter day. Of himself he never 

spoke at all, and, great as appears to be the grudgo 

borne against him by the friends of tho volunteers 

who left hitn and fled that day, I never heard 

him say a word ngainst them, As far as I could 

learn, he has never uttered a word of reproach or 

accusation against them beyond his most moderate 

and mercifully-worded report to the commander 

of the field force, which waa published at tho 

time, 

Upon another occasion we went over the mountain 

to inspect the Giant's Castle Pass, This was the 

place where my Chief and his followers passed the 

night of the 3rd November, 1873, on their way to the 

Bushman's Riv-er Pass, and after the Colonel had had 
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the fall which so severely injured him, but which yet 

did not arrest him in his course. 

The way up the " Giant's Castle" is very narrow, 

and excessively steep, passing near the top between 

two great walls of rock, and over a mass of loose 

stones and huge boulders. We climbed down the pass 

for a considerable distance, as the Colonel wished to 

see again the rock under which he had lain from 

shortly before sunset on the evening of the third, 

until nearly midnight. We easily found the place 

where still remained the line of stones which had been 

piled beneath the overhanging rock to prevent his 

rolling down the steep side of the pass from the place 

in which his helpless body had been laid. There was 

still visible the long grass that had been collected and 

packed within the line of stones, to form a bed for 

their injured commander, by the hands of the devoted 

few who had stayed with him, one half of whom lay 

dead on the mountain-top before the sun was high on 

the following day. From this spot a most wonderful 

view presented itself. The country beneath appeared 

like the waves of the sea running mountains high, and 
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then petrified before they fell Their crests rose so 

tumultuously one above another in all directions that 

it seemed as though nature had exhausted her wildest 

fancies in flinging the great hills into forms which 

should have no leading or consecutive line amongst 

them, and which should appear to be in utter defiance 

of all law and order. Such was my fancy as I looked 

down upon that amazing scene, though no doubt a 

better geologist than I would have traced a rigid 

obedience to law, even there, where my eyes could 

discern nothing but chaos. 

My eyes only were long chained by the view 

beneath me, for my imagination was soon busy with a 

scene which a few quiet words from my Chief sum­

moned up before me. The same frozen sea of hills, 

but glowing in the last rays of the setting summer 

sun, was visible to my mind's eye. But I thought of 

the rough hard resting-place beneath the overhanging 

rock as occupied by a bruised and shattered figure, 

whose weary eyes rest upon those burning hills as 

they changed rapidly from fiery red to deep rose, 

and through pale pink to pearly gray. The injured 
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exhausted man wonders m, the last ray vanishes 

whether he will ever see the sun again ; for he and 

his few brave attendants are alone in this wild spot; 

their comrades have gone on ahead, and a numerous 

armed foe is supposed to be close at hand. But with 

the fading light the tired eyes close in a quiet 

sleep, which strengthens mind and body for the 

exertions yet to come. 

We retraced our steps to the top of the pass, and 

found it a severe climb indeed, It was much like 

going up a gigantic staircase, all the steps of which 

were broken down, and the ascent required efforts 

that tried the soundest lungs and the strongest limbs. 

A few days later I got the whole story of the 

Colonel's first ascent of this place (in 18'73) from one 

of the Basutos who assisted him on that occasion. 

The man told me that, when my Chief awoke after his 

sleep beneath the rock just described, he immediately 

insisted upon going forwards ; but, in consequence of 

his injuries, the men who were with him took three 

hours to get him up a place which he ascended in 

fifteen minutes at this time, nine months later. At 
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first, it appears, they carried him in a blanket, but, 

after awhile, it became impossible to advance any 

farther in this manner, on account of the intense 

pain which this mode of progression inflicted upon 

his dislocated shoulder and shattered frame, as well as 

because the strength of the bearers was failing, owing 

to the excessive steepness of the pass. None could 

have blamed him had he given up his purpose, and 

ordered himself to be conveyed back to the camp. 

But no amount of personal suffering would induce him 

to relinquish the work entrusted to him while it was 

possible for a brave determined spirit to conquer and 

control the body's pain. What he had to do was to 

take his men to the top of the Bushman's River Pass 

as speedily as possible, and there he and they should 

be if he preserved breath enough to give his orders, 

and consciousness to know that they were being 

carried out. 

He got over the rest of the way on foot, by means 

of a blanket passed round his body, with two men 

holding on to either end, and slowly pulling forwards, 

whilst two others supported him from behind as well 

• 
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as they could. They were obliged to halt every two 

or three steps, and lay him down upon the ground to 

give him rest, yet his spirit was undaunted to the 

last. His first order, upon reaching the mountain-top 

after this terrible ascent, was to upsaddle the horses ; 

but then he sank to the ground, utterly exhausted 

and overcome. Yet half-an-hour's rest was all that 

was necessary to restore his resolute spirit to the 

mastery; and when the horses were brought up to 

where he lay, he made his men lift him on to his gray 

Basuto horse, and led the advance himself, over a rough 

and broken country, as energetically as if he had been in 

his usual state of health and strength. After riding 

for a few miles, the gray horse fell lame, and the 

Colonel then caused himself to be lifted from its back, 

and placed upon that of his favourite "Chieftain," 

who bore him safely through all the dangers of the 

rest of that eventful day. 

I have told this incident simply as it was told to 

me by Jabez, without any unnecessary flourishes of 

description or admiration. Yet I venture to say that 

few will realise the facts of the case without appre-
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ciating the indomitable courage and perseverance with 

which my Chief pushed on to his assigned post, 

regardless of himself, of his own severe suff cring 

and extreme exhaustion. He cared only for his duty, 

and did that with a noble fortitude which should be 

an example to all. In setting such an example he 

has done the state a service which should not be 

overlooked ; and, if ever man deserved honour from 

his fellows, my Chief has earned it in two instances 

which stand prominently forward,-not to mention 

his admirable conduct at the Bushman's River Pass ; 

first, for the fortitude and determination which I 

have just recorded; and, secondly, for that which took 

place immediately on his return, wounded and ne~rly 

exhausted, to the head-quarter camp u.t Meshlyn next 

day. Captain -- and his detachment had, it 

appears, been sent to support my Chief by holding 

the Giant's Castle Pass until his arrival there from 

the Bushman's River Pass. This detachment, how­

ever, entirely lost its way upon the mountains, and 

never approached the pass at all ; and upon the 

Colonel's return to camp he heard that the party was 
R 2 
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supposed to be lost and to be in great danger from 

the enemy. Fearing that this might indeed be the 

case if Captain -- should reach the Giant's Castle 

Pass, meeting there in all probability a large and 

triumphant force of Langalibalele's men, he at once 

volunteered to lead a party to the rescue. He started 

upon the quest within a few hours of his return to 

camp, and found the missing men next day, after 

marching all night in search of them. 

The appreciation of the troops for this act of 

devotion on my Colonel's part, was plainly shown by 

their turning out en rnasse, and giving him three 

cheers, after he had been lifted upon his horse, and 

was about to take his place at the head of the 

relieving force. 

We met with a good deal of severe climbing 

work during our excursions to new passes, sometimes 

riding, sometimes walking and dragging our horses 

after us over places where one would have thought 

that nothing four-legged save a goat could have kept 

its feet. Upon one of these latter occasions the 

Colonel very nearly lost his horse altogether. He 
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and I were climbing up a steep bit of hill, our horses 

following us, led by the more practised Basutos, when 

a scuffie and a shout made us look round just in time 

to see a confused heap of legs and tail disappear 

down the side of the hill. The Colonel's horse 

Chestnut had slipped up and rolled over and over 

again down some fifty yards before he was brought 

up, immediately above the bed of a rocky stream, by 

a tree into which he plunged, and there hung, to all 

appearance dead. ,v e scrambled down to him with 

all the speed we could, the Colonel being the first to 

reach the tree, when Chestnut proved himself to be 

alive by greeting his master with a joyful neigh. To 

our no small surprise and relief, when he was extri­

cated from his unpleasant position, and set upon his 

legs again, he proved to be absolutely uninjured by 

what might have proved an uncommonly awkward 

fall but for the long heather and bmshwood with 

which the sides of the hill were thickly clothed. 

It was about this time that we were much 

annoyed in camp by the marauding propensities of 

some huge dogs, which, left masterless by the dispersion 
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of the Hlubi tribe, had become perfectly wild, and 

would, inJeccl, have proved formidable antagonistd to 

an unarmed man. They lived in the rocks hard by, 

and, coming out at night, wandered about the camp, 

attracted, probably, by the smell of freshly-killed 

meat. 

The Colonel had a fancy to possess himself of 

one of them, a noble-looking fellow, whom we had 

seen several times at a distance, thinking that he 

would make an excellent companion could he be 

caught alive and tamed by kindness. Accordingly 

one night,-it was the evening of the day on which 

Chestnut had taken his perilous roll,-a trap was set, 

baited with fresh meat, and so contrived that it would 

catch any animal that entered it, alive and uninjured. 

We retired to rest, confident of finding a foolish­

looking prisoner in the morning. But the camp had 

not long been silent before we were roused by a 

tremendous disturbance, and some of us rushing out, 

were just in time to see escape two great dogs, who 

had entered the trap together, and, by their united 

efforts to get out, had completely smashed it. Next 
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day we determined upon another plan. We cut a hole 

in the side of a bank, in which hole was placed a large 

piece of meat for bait. ,v e then bent a sapling which 

grew opposite our hole, so that a noose attached to the 

end of it hung down exactly over the hole. The 

arrangement was such that when the dog seized the 

bait he would release a catch, the sapling would fly 

up, and the animal, having his head in the hole, would 

be caught by the noose round the neck, and swung off 

the ground in a manner perilous to his neck should he 

not be immediately released. Captain --'s soldier­

servant, who took the greatest interest in the dog­

catching, willingly undertook the post of watch, in 

order to prevent any captive being hung outright. 

The rest of us, after visiting the trap, and seeing that 

all was quiet (although we were aware that the dogs 

were prowling about at no great distance), went to 

bed, and most of us soon fell asleep. But, as upon the 

previous night, we were shortly aroused by a most 

frightful uproar, to which the former disturbance bore 

no comparison whatever. Shouts of "Sentry I sentry I 

Come here I come here I" and then the sentry's cry of 
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" Turn out the guard ! " repeated twice, made us all 

jump out of bed and hasten to the spot. 

A bright moon was shining, and by its rays we 

beheld _Captain --'s servant, holding on with all his 

might to the bushy tail of an enormous yellow dog, 

which he was swinging round and round to avoid its 

teeth. He was shouting vigorously, meanwhile, to the 

guard for assistance, while they stood helplessly look­

ing on at the struggle between man and beast. Just 

as we ran up to the place, the poor fellow, who was 

quite exhausted by his exertions, let go at last, and 

the dog made off as fast as he could run. 

The man was greatly chagrined at his failure, 

having set his heart upon carrying out the Colonel's 

wishes. He was also somewhat inclined to grumble 

at the guard, who, however, very naturally did not sec 

the point of seizing the huge brute with their naked 

hands ; for, while it was all very well for the man 

who held the tail, there was no second tail to hold by, 

and there was a very formidable array of teeth. It 

appeared that hearing the trnp spring, the soldier had 

rushed out, and found that two dogs had been hunting 
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together again, for there were two caught m the 

noose. The moment they found themselves captured 

they foll to :fighting and tearing each other, the 

smaller of the two struggling out of the noose and 

bolting as the man approached. He had only just 

time to catch the other by the tail before he was clear 

as well, and then ensued the comic performance, the 

finale which we witnessed. 

" Well I " said the Colonel, "the dogs show 

excellent good sense. We shall never catch one if they 

persist in hunting in couples." 

Our chances were over for the night, so we turned 

in again, after a hearty laugh, and a stiff glass of grog 

all round. The latter was a highly desirable precau­

tion, for it was freezing hard, and our attire was of 

the most airy description. 

After this all our efforts in setting traps proved 

futile, for the dogs had learnt a lesson, and would not 

approach them again. N everthelcss they continued 

their nightly visits to the camp, attracte<l, doubtless, by 

the joints of beef and mutton which hung upon a frame­

work of poles some height above the ground. Beneath 
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this they ran, and sat, and jumped, until the ground 

was beaten hard and smooth by the constant action 

of their paws. Not that they seemed starving; from 

the occasional glimpses that we caught of them, they 

appeared to be in very good case; but I suppose beef 

was a luxury which they seldom enjoyed. 

Although we were unfortunate in our attempts 

upon the full-grown dogs, we managed to secure some 

of the breed. To our great satisfaction we found a 

litter of pups amongst the rocks, which, after watching 

for some weeks, we took into the camp, where we 

brought them up, and where their mother visited 

them at night, but resisted all our attempts at enticing 

her into sharing their comfortable captivity. By the 

time the camp finally broke up these pups were able 

to march with the men, and went with them to 

Pietcrmaritzburg. But they never attained the fine 

proportions and noble bearing of those that escaped 

us, and were always unmistakably the regular 

re Kaffir-dog." Strange to say, although brought up 

by us, and treated with the utmost kindness, they 

never reconciled themselves to our white skins; and 
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while they were on excellent terms with all the 

natives, they would never allow a white man to 

approach them. One of them was taken by my Chief, 

and kept at his quarters. It was many months before 

he succeeded in making friends with K wibi, as the 

dog was called by the grooms. After that I believe 

his devotion to the Colonel was excessive, but he 

would never look at any other white man. 
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HLUBI AND HIS HOUSEHOLD. 

BY the end of July, hardships and fatigue had greatly 

told upon our pioneers. The poor fellows were gaunt 

and worn-looking, suffering much from chest corn­

.plaints, and from the effects of the frost and snow upon 

their feet, large portions of the soles of which had 

begun in many cases to come away. My chief decided 

to replace them hy a fresh working-party, and to start 

with them at once for Pietermaritzburg, in order to 

obtain for them there in person that promised reward 

of freedom which he considered they had fairly earned. 

He hoped also to procure the release of the whole of 

this innocent and ill-used· tribe. But, although he 

would not for a moment allow that there was any 

fear of his failing in this latter object, yet I could 

tell that he was anxious, and especially that he was 
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annoyed by the apparent impossibility of extracting 

from Government any definite answer to his despatches 

on. the subject in question. Now, however, he con­

sidered that the time had arrived for putting an end 

to all doubt.a and delays; and with this view he 

ordered up two parties of men who had been employed 

for some time under civilian overseers upon Colonial 

road-works, and who arrived in camp on the 27th 

July. The white men in charge of them had been 

directed to see that they joined us fully equipped in 

every respect. Nevertheless, when they made their • 

appearance, they were practically deficient in every­

thing, and had to be supplied with necessaries by us. 

However, their strong and healthy appearance was 

undeniable, and in that respect the contrast between 

them and our trusty pioneers was painfully marked. 

,v e found one of the fresh road-parties at our 

camp when we returned to it on the evening of 

the 27th; and the Colonel, having received the 

overseer's report, directed him to turn out the cooks 

of his party at five A.M. next morning, and to 

see that their breakfast was ready by six, and that 
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the whole body of men marched at seven for the pass, 

such being our own daily custom. 

The overseer stared on receiving these orders, but 

said nothing in reply, and retired with a salute. But 

a little later on that evening I happened to be stand­

ing before our kitchen-fire with my Chief, when the 

man approached again and addressed the latter, He 

said that he desired to inform the Colonel that it 

would be utterly impossible for him to get the cooks 

of his party up, or to make the men eat their break­

fast at that early hour. Also that none of them 

would go up the mountain at all unless they got extra 

pay, while as for himself, he thought he might 

manage to get up once a week, but not oftener, as he 

did not think his health would allow of it. 

Upon hearing this audacious speech I felt much 

the same inclination to run away as I experienced in 

the Pinetown stables upon my first visit to them. 

Curiosity prevailing, however, I stood my ground and 

waited for the result. 

My Chief looked at the overseer steadily but 

calmly, and as though the man who could venture 
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to dispute his orders to his face for self and party 

were a natural curiosity worth observing. He then 

simply repeated his former orders in a quiet tone of 

voice, adding these words : " Go back to your party, 

and tell your people that I will flog the first man, be 

he black or be he white, who disobeys orders. You 

yourself will also parade at seven o'clock with your 

horse saddled and bridled, when you will leave the 

camp, and proceed to your own residence, where yoq 

will remain until the work upon which these people 

are employed is finished, as you are perfectly useless 

here. I should dismiss you from the service of the 

Government were it not that you have been employed 

for so many years that I am disposed to overlook 

your shortcomings for this time." 

The worthy man looked somewhat astonished, but 

did not attempt to remonstrate, and my Colonel, 

turning to me, remarked: "It is better that that man 

should live in idleness and away from here for the 

next two months, than that he should remain here, 

where his example is sufficient to corrupt the natives 

who would work under his directions. He is morally 
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and physically unfit for the work, and would be 

perfectly useless; that is quite clear." 

The morning of our departure,-for I, of course, 

was to follow my Chief,-broke bright and clear, and 

as the sun rose higher in the cloudless sky, the very 

sight of its brilliancy seemed to impart that sensation 

of warmth which, in very truth, his rays had little 

power to produce, even at midday, amongst those ice­

bound, snow-clad hills. Our gaunt and toil-worn 

pioneers were early paraded for their return march to 

Pietermaritzburg, only one of the party being unable 

to make the journey on foot. He, by the Colonel's 

orders, was mounted upon a spare pack-horse, to the 

sufferer's own great satisfaction. 

All the men, the soles of whose feet had been 

cracked by the frost, were provided with sandals of 

ox-hide, which had been fitted to them under the. 

supervision of our excellent soldier-cook, to whose 

strong broth no doubt many of these tmfortunates 

owed their lives. Every man of the party had 

provided himself with a long walking-staff cut from 

the mountain-bush, without which no native seems to 
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consider himself fully equipped for a journey. The 

cortege started, led by the corporal of infantry, who 

had been in charge of them ever since they had been 

employed under my Chief, and who, by his kindness, 

firmness, and strict justice combined, had gained their 

entire confidence. I was glad to see the hearty manner 

in which the few soldiers left in camp gave them their 

parting good wishes, as it showed that a kindly feeling 

had resulted from their intimate companionship of the 

last few months, and that· our red-coats, to whom 

naturally I am partial, had good hearts amongst 

them. 

As soon as the pioneers had left, with the corporal 

at their head, upon his stubborn Basuto pony which 

no one but himself could ride, we returned to camp, 

to make arrangements for our own departure. A few 

hours later my Chief, attended by myself and a small 

party of Basuto horsemen, started in our turn for 

Pietermaritzburg, which, if the pioneers made good 

marches, we hoped to reach in three days' time. 

Our way led us through a new country, and the 

Basutos were our proper guides, for we were to spend 
8 
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our first night at Hlubi's house, and our second at that 

of Jabez, to the solemn delight of these strange, unde­

monstrative, independent people, who certainly showed 

their devotion to the Colonel by deeds rather than by 

words. The Basutos were always very friendly to me, 

and I think that they took me for some relative of the 

Colonel's, especially after they discovered that he 

commonly addressed me by my christian-name, which 

they evidently looked upon as a mark of relationship 

amongst Europeans, although using no such distinctions 

themselves. 

The morning had been brilliantly fine, though 

cold ; but towards noon the clouds rose and began to 

bank np with every appearance of a heavy snow­

storm impending. '\Ve escaped, indeed, with but a 

slight sprinkling of snow, but came in for what was 

far more unpleasant, namely, a severe hail-storm, 

which, beating in our faces, left painful effects for 

some days after. 

Late in the afternoon, after a twenty-four miles' 

ride, we reached the village over which presided Hlubi, 

the chief of this small section of the Bn.suto nation. 
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who possessed land of his own in this part of ~fatal. 

Hlubi had sent word to his people beforehand of the 

honour which was to be done them by his white Chief, 

and we were received upon our arrival with the utmost 

hospitality. Two sheep and an ox were presented to 

the Colonel, according to the custom amongst these 

people upon the reception of honoured guests. That 

is to say, the animals, having been accepted, were there 

and then returned to the donors to be slaughtered and 

eaten by the retainers of the guest and the hosta 

themselves, who in our case were one and the same 

party. 

We were at once shown into our lodgings for the 

night, namely, the young chief's own dwelling-house. 

This was a square two-roomed building, surrounded 

by a verandah. It had a thatched roof, and doors and 

windows upon the European pattern ; in fact it was 

quite a civilised habitation, and all as clean as a new 

pin. The furniture was certainly not abundant, but the 

substantial table and form of which it consisted were 

as white as scrubbing could make them. The table 

was covered with a clean white cloth, upon which was 
8 2 
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speedily placed an excellent repast. Tea, eggs, a pair 

of capital fowls, and some good bread, flanked by 

a bottle of brandy and another of gin, showed the 

ideas of our coloured friends upon the tastes of white 

men. As we had now had a long fast and an equally 

long ride, we were quite ready to do justice to the 

provisions set before us. 

When our meal was over we received a visit from 

Hlubi's wives, who came to pay their respects. They 

were three in number, each living in a house of her 

own ; but one was the favourite, and decidedly the 

best looking. She led by the hand a boy of about 

eighteen months old, the most precocious infant 

I ever saw, and evidently the pride and delight of 

both parents. 

Our lady visitors did not attempt to enter the 

house. They sat upon their heels, with their knees 

also touching the ground, outside, where my Chief 

received them and conversed with them. Amongst 

the natives of South Africa the sitting posture is that 

of an inferior, and denotes respect. In the presence 

of their king, for instance, no Zulu would dare to 
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. stand without express permission ; and the wild 

native invariably sits, or rather crouches down, the 

moment he comes into the presence of a superior. 

These women were dressed alike, in l~ather petti­

coats, embroidered or studded in pretty patterns with 

what had the appearance of brass-headed nails without 

the spikes, and had their shoulders covered with 

shawls or gaudy-coloured blankets. Round their 

necks they wore heavy necklaces of brass, medallions 

made in the shape of quoits; bracelets of brass upon 

the arms, and a bright handkerchief upon the head 

completed a decidedly picturesque costume. 

The precocious infant soon attracted general atten­

tion, and we were much amused by his proceedings. 

At one moment he was clinging to his father's knee, 

and sharing with him a bowl of tshwala; at the next, 

running to his mother, who remained seated upon 

her heels, he applied to her for his natural nourish­

ment, with which, indeed, she supplied him without 

appearing at all disconcerted by our presence. 

" Have you any more children, Hlubi 1 " inquired 

my Chief. 
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"No, Amctrail, only this one," replied Hlubi. 

" He is a fine boy. \Vhat is his name 1 " asked 

the Colonel. 

Hlubi hesitated a little before replying that the 

child's name was .JJfa,jor, and explained that he had 

been so called because he had received his name while 

his father was following the Colonel,-then Major,-to 

the wars. 

A long story followed of how Hlubi had had the 

honour of some talk, during the expedition of 1873, 

with the head of the native department, who had 

been graciously pleased to inquire after Hlubi's family. 

Upon hearing that he had a son and heir, who had 

not yet received a name, he had himself proposed to 

bestow upon him that of Benjamin Shepstone, in 

honour of the two great chiefs of the colony, one the 

ruler of the whites, and the other of the blacks. So 

Hlubi brought the news of the great man's con­

descension home to his ,vife. But, as usual, there was 

no counting upon a woman's fancy. Mrs. Hlubi would 

have nothing whatever to say to Benjamin Shepstone. 

She knew nothing of those two names, nor of the 
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chiefs who bore them, and they were not pretty names. 

One white chief she had seen, and he was a leader 

of solJ.icrs, whose look made ba.d men and cowards 

afraid, but warriors and women rejoice. • Ilad not her 

people, when they returned from the fight, told her 

that he was not a man like other men, but one ma.do 

of steel ? Yet had he not spoken kinilly to her and 

some other women when he passed through their land 

before 1 His name was .Major, so she understood ; and 

l\Iajor her child should be, or he should not have a 

name at all. There was nothing more for Hlubi to 

say, as he was evi<lently a little under petticoat 

government to this favourite wife ; so Major the child 

was called, and l\Ia.jor he remained. 

After this explanation, the Colonel evidently felt 

bound to look upon the boy in the light of a godson, 

and asked the mother to say what present he should 

send him from Pietermaritzburg. After some con­

sideration, she decided upon a little suit of clothes, in 

order, she saiJ., that the boy might look like his 

father. She would like him to have a little coat, 

trousers, and waistcoat, and particularly she desired 

Digitized by Google 



264 MY OHIEF AND I. 

that he should have a cap with a tassel to it. Of this 

she made a great point. 

The aged grandmother now appeared upon the 

scene, bearing upon her head a pot of special tshwala, 

which she placed at the feet of the "Major," by which 

title the Colonel was still universally known amongst 

the natives. The old lady signified to him that she 

begged his acceptance of her gift, which he received 

with his accustomed courtesy. I have since observed 

that it is a special mark of respect for the grand­

mother, the old woman of the tribe, to present this 

pot of tshwala ; but I am not sufficiently acquainted 

with the habits and customs of the natives to explain 

the origin or meaning of the ceremony. 

By this time it \Yas quite dark and becoming un­

commonly cold, yet none of our pioneers had arrived. 

"\Ve had taken a diff crent line across country from 

theirs, and had seen nothing of them since they 

started in the morning, and we now began to feel a 

little anxious on their account. At the Colonel's 

request, a couple of mounted men were despatched 

from the village to look for them, and to guide them 
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by the shortest way in. Meanwhile, great prepara­

tions were made by the Basutos for the entertainment 

of the weary travellers. Fires were lit in all direc­

tions, large masses of isijingi,-mealie meal and 

pumpkin boiled togcther,-wcre prepared, and an ox 

was killed for their consumption. At the same time 

the occupants of the different houses arranged amongst 

themselves how the pioneers should be billeted among 

them for the night; and all was ready for them by the 

time the corporal reported the safe arrival of himself 

and party. 

Very shortly all were seated round the blazing 

fires, and, encouraged and assisted by their Basuto 

hosts, were soon enjoying their meal of isijingi and 

meat, the latter just warmed through,-! cannot call 

the process cooking,- according to the native 

taste. 

When my Chief was thoroughly satisfied that all 

was well with his men, he retired with me to the 

house set apart for our use, where he was attended by 

Hlubi and all the heads of families in the village. 

'l'hey sat down upon the ground around us, while we 

Digitized by Google 



266 MY CIIIEF .AND I. 

placed ourselves upon the· form, quite prepared for 

what was sure to ensue, the inevitable indaba or 

"talk." Under our present relations of guests and 

hosts tho Colonel not only permitted but encouraged 

the good people to talk; and, knowing how dear to 

the heart of the native is a palaver, he indulged them 

in a lengthy one. At last, however, they departed 

to join in the festivities going on without, and we 

were glad to prepare our beds for the night, consisting 

simply of blankets laid upon the smooth clay floor. 

The floor of a house is by no means so comfortable a 

sleeping-place as tho open field, for in the latter a man 

who knows what a bivouac should be never fails to 

put himself into an easy position by scratching 

hollows for both hip and shoulder. 

However, we were too much fatigued by our long 

ride to cavil at any warm resting-place. Even I, 

strong and healthy though I was, felt excessively tired. 

And my Chief, upon whom the two months' hardships 

had greatly told,-although when questioned about 

himself he always gave the same cheerful answer that 

he was "all right," -had the unmistakable look upon 
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his face of deadly weariness which even he could not 

entirely conceal. For my own part I slept soundly, 

and woke next morning thoroughly refreshed, and 

quite ready for another long day's journey. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE TRIBE IS PARDONED. 

AFrER an early breakfast of coffee, eggs, and bread, 

we started for Jabez's residence, a distance of forty­

five miles over a fairly open country, reaching our 

destination about dusk. 

The hamlet was composed of some dozen houses 

in. all, but Jabez was evidently the chief man of the 

place. He was not, indeed, so great a man as his own 

chief Hlubi, but he was a much more civilised one, as 

evinced by the style of his habitation. The house 

itself was built upon much the same plan as that of 

Hlubi, but furnished with considerably greater atten­

tion to comfort. Besides which, Mrs. Jabez,-and 

there was only one,-was a Christian native, and 

talked English perfectly well. She may or may not 

have been the better for this fact ; I did not see 
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enough of her to judge. But my experience amongst 

the natives leads me to believe that the wilder and 

more .untaught they are, the greater is their honesty 

and respectability. Probably this is owing to the 

fact that a little civilisation immediately brings them 

into contact with the lowest dregs of the white 

population. 

However, I have not a word to say against Mrs. 

Jabez, except that she was a "Christian,"-that much 

ill-used title, alas I being quite one of contempt in 

Natal when applied to a native. She was a stout 

pleasant-looking body, who received us with the most 

respectful cordiality, and took a larger share in our 

entertainment than did the three savage wives of Hlubi. 

The principal room of Jabez's hous~ was entirely 

papered with pictures from The Illustrated London 

News, the furniture consisting of two couches or 

settles, a table, a washing-stand, with jug and basin, and 

a dressing-table, with a looking-glass upon it. Jabez's 

saddles and bridles hung in order upon racks suit.ably 

placed, and a great cupboard, or armoire, stood in one 

comer of the apartment. 
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This was the sitting-room, in spite of it.s oddly­

mixed furniture ; for the other chamber, which was 

next thrown open for our inspection, contained a four• 

post bedstead, with mattress and pillows complete, a 

couple of chairs, and a great chest. l\frs. Jabez was 

evidently very proud of this apartment, and pointed 

out the bed in which the Colonel was expected to pass 

. the night. He did not wound the good people's 

feelings by ref using in words, but nevertheless he did 

not make the experiment, but slept upon one of tho 

sitting-room settles, while I occupied the other. 

Much the same entertainment was prepared for us 

here as at Hlubi's, as notice of our approach had been 

sent before us. For the pioneers another ox was 

slaughtered, more fires kindled and isijingi made, and 

sleeping arrangements agreed upon. The same gather­

ing of the heads of families and the same ceremony 

of " talk II followed the excellent repast set upon the 

table for us. Again the bottles of gin and brandy 

accompanied the more solid refreshment, and again 

the aged grandmother appeared with her special pot 

of tshwal,a. There was even a little Jabez to be 
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brought forward for approval, and his mother likewise 

received the promise of a suit of clothes for him, to 

be sent from Pietermaritzburg on our arrival there. 

It was fully ten o'clock before our tired pioneers 

arrived af~er their long day's march. They had been 

compelled to . leave about a dozen of their number 

behind them at a Kaffir kraal some few miles back. 

A mounted native, who called at Jabez's house a little 

after dark, reported that he had passed the party on 

the road, apparently very much fatigued ; but that, 

when he asked them why they did not halt for the 

night at a kraal, their reply was, "Our Chief has gone 

on, and we must follow." 

The poor fellows were well fed and cared for; and 

so anxious were they all to keep together and with 

the Colonel, that those left behind rejoined us before 

we started upon the following morning. 

Our third day's march was but a short one, as 

Jabez's home 1s not more than fifteen miles from 

Pieterma.ritzburg. Leaving the pioneers barracked at 

their old dwelling-place above the town, we rode on 

to the Colonel's quarters at Fort Napier, where he was 
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kind enough to make me quite at home for the week 

during which I remained there. 

The 30th of July, the day on which we re­

turned to more civilised life, after our two months' 

experience of the mountains, was a cold, raw, drizzly 

day. The roads were slippery with the wet, and our 

horses slid about a good deal, while I began to think 

that dry frost and snow were infinitely preferable to 

damp and mud. '\Ve rode through the back streets 

of the town on our way to the fort, for our cortege 

was a somewhat conspicuous one, the armed and 

mounted Basutos, and the pack and led horses, 

making quite a little procession. 

The Colonel talked to me a good deal that day 

about his intentions with regard to these men ; and 

naturally enough my own enthusiasm took fire from 

his, and I felt the keenest interest in his complete 

success. 

The first thing to do was, evidently, to claim 

from the governor the freedom promised to the 

ninety, and then to persuade him to extend his 

clemency to the whole tribe. But what next 1 When 
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they were free what was to become of them without 

homes, without cattle, food, or clothing, and with no 

means of procuring such, having in fact been stripped 

of all their worldly possessions by the Government 

forces 1 I put the question to my Chief, and he 

replied as follows : 

" As far as my ninety young men are concerned, 

I intend to pay them for the work they have done at 

the usual rate of wages paid to native labourers upon 

the roads. I consider that justice demands that they 

should be so treated ; and I am willing to accept the 

responsibility myself of my action in this matter. 

As for the rest of the tribe, I trust that I shall be 

able to induce his Excellency to see that it is only 

right, and the bounden duty of Government, to 

supply the more immediate wants of these unfortu• 

nate and innocent people, until they have had time to 

build new huts for themselves, and to raise fresh 

crops upon their devastated land. I hope, indeed, 

that in due time complete restitution may be made to 

them for all the cattle,-some eight thousand head,­

which were taken from the tribe last year and sold by 

T 
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Government. But that will certn.inly not be done at 

once." 

,vhether or no the Colonel felt as anxious and 

excited about the results of his first interview with 

his Excellency as I did, I cannot tell. His manner 

was as calm and quiet as usual, and, except that he 

wn.~ evidently thinking incessantly upon the suhject, 

no one would have imagined that the result of his 

Inst few months' incessant labour of bend and hand, 

the success or failure of his most cherishcJ plans and 

hopes for the year, hung on the balance of an unde­

cided mind, and depended upon the comparative 

influence of thoso about his Excellency. 

Upon the following morning the Colonel went to 

Government House, and saw his Excellency, reporting 

his return, and claiming the promised freedom of the 

pioneers. 

For my knowledge of what passed between them I 

am indebted to the brief account given me by my 

Chief upon his return to his quarters after a lengthened 

interview. It appears that,, having spoken of the 

ninety young men, and their excellent behaviour 
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under trying circumstances, he proceeded to set before 

the Governor the grounds upon which he desired to 

obtain the release of the whole tribe. Recapitulated 

shortly, these were as follows : There was no evidence 

whatever that the Putini tribe were "in complicity" 

with that of Langalibalele. They had done absolutely 

nothing, with the exception of receiving some of their 

own women, who had married into the other tribe, 

and who, upon its dispersion, naturally returned to 

their old homes. On the contrary, the regent of the 

tribe, during the minority of the young chief,-the 

little son of Umkosaza,-had been in close communica­

tion with the magistrate of his county upon this very 

point. He had asked the advice of the magistrate as 

to what lino of action ho had better adopt, since he 

saw plainly that trouble was impending for the neigh­

bouring tribe. The magistrate's advice was that all 

the people should remain quiet, cultivating their 

gardens as usual, and taking no part with Langa­

lihalele,-w hich counsel was carefully followed. 

But, to the regent's great astonishment, he 

suddenly received a demand from the magistrate of 
T 2 
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another county to supply his white and black con­

tingent with cattle upon the shortest notice. This 

clemand was at once complied with to the best of his 

ability, although not, apparently, to the satisfaction 

of the magistrate. According to native custom, when 

cattle is ordered to be supplied to a force, the acting 

chief sent round to coJlect animals from the different 

kraals or families under his rule, according to their 

various abilities. It is not difficult to understand 

that, as the people expected no payment for their 

cattle, they did not give up the best of their herds to 

the spoiler. The immediate result of this,-as though 

the object of Government had been but to pick a 

quarrel, and to gain an excuse for attacking the tribe, 

-was an increased demand, or rather a heavy fine, 

imposed in cattle. The excuse made for this action 

was that any unwillingness to supply food for the 

Government forces betrayed a rebellious inclination. 

The distressed regent, I believe, did all in his 

power to meet the renewed demand. But the natives 

are not a prompt people, and are prone to delays and 

discussions at all times ; and, a very limited time 
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being granted him, he failed to make up the number 

of cattle required of him. ,vhat clearer proof could 

there be of disaffection than this ? 

The result was simple. The tribe suddenly found 

themselves surrounded by the Government forces; 

their stock-consisting of cattle, horses, sheep, and 

goats-swept off; their stores of grain annexed, and 

either wasted or sold ; their huts burnt down; and 

themselves,-men, women, and children,-stripped of 

all they possessed, down to their blankets, skin 

petticoats, and sleeping-mats, and carried off into 

captivity. 

It seems that antagonistic influences had been at 

work during the Colonel's absence, for he could not at 

first induce the Governor to adopt his views. But, 

although anxious and disappointed, he did not despair, 

and was determined to do his utmost to bring his 

Excellency to a sense of what justice demanded at his 

hands. For five days my Chief went daily backwards 

and forwards between Fort Na pier and Government 

House, urging, exhorting, warning, and explaining,­

leaving the Governor converted to his opinion, and 
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promising him all he wished,-returning to find that 

some adverse influence had been at work again, and 

that he must commence his task once more. Up to 

the last he knew not what to expect, and the irritating 

• suspense seemed to harass him more than all that had 

gone before. 

How statesmanlike the Colonel's views were, and 

how true his warning:'l, was proved a few months later 

by the arrival of a despatch from the Earl of Carnarvon 

to the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal. I was then no 

longer in the colony. I copy, however, nn extract 

from the despatch in question. 

" ,vith respect to the Putini tribe, I have in their 

case also expressed my opinion that no sufficient 

'cause has been shown for removing them from their 

location. I can discover no indication of their 

conspiracy or combination with Langalibalele, beyond 

the vague and uncorroborated apprehension of some 

possible movement on their part in connection with 

the supposed tendencies of his tribe ; and therefore 

I can see no good reason for any punishment on this 
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ground. Indeed, on the facts before me, I am bound 

to express a grave doubt whether the heavy losses 

and confiscations to which the tribe has been subjected 

were wammtcd by their want of readiness to afford 

assistance to the colonial forces. Those losses cannot, 

I fear, now be entirely replaced or repaired ; but as 

far as reparation can be made without lowering the 

influence and endangering the authority of the local 

Government, it must be done. 

"If this tribe has not been already restored, in 

conformity with the statements contained in your 

despatch, etc., I have now to direct you to reinstate 

them without delay, in such manner, and under 

such precautions as will attract as little as pos­

sible the attention of the natives generally to the 

proceedings, and will be the least calculated to 

produce any excitement or apprehension on their 

part." 

This despatch (tlatc<l December 3rd, 1874) is 

identical in spirit with the views expressed by the 

Colonel eight months earlier, and again insisted upon 
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now in his interviews with his Excellency, and needs 

no further comment of mine, as it must be plain to all 

that he anticipated the wishes of the Imperial Govern­

ment hy obtaining the freedom of this innocent tribe 

many months earlier than their release could be 

effected by the interference of the Secretary of 

State. 

At last, upon the mormng of the fifth day, his 

Excellency appeared to have given in completely, 

nnd the Colonel hastened to summon his men that 

the matter might be clenched before those about the 

Governor,-those whose interest it was to support op­

pression,-had had time to persuade him to change his 

mind. We had received orders from our Chief, before 

he left us that morning, to parade our men at a certain 

hour, to march them down, and to have them drawn 

up within a short distance of Government House, 

that they might appear immediately when summoned. 

"\Ve waited some time before we were sent for, and 

marching our men through the gates, drew them up 
' 

on the lawn before the house. From thence at last 

issued forth a company of dignitaries,-his Excellency, 
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supported by the acting head of the native deparo­

ment, various other officials, a few native chiefs, 

and last, but not least in my eyes, my Chief, m 

uniform, with the fire of excited determination in 

his look, but bearing himself with his usual calm 

self-possession. 

The Governor now made an oration to the pioneers, 

with the acting secretary for native affairs ns inter­

preter. He told them that he had heard with great 

satisfaction the report which had been made to him 

of their excellent conduct, and that he appreciated 

the services which they had rendered to the Govern­

ment under circumstances of exceptional hardship, 

difficulty, and danger, on account of which he now 

pronounced their pardon,-that is to say, the pardon 

of the ninety pioneers. 

His Excellency hesitated at this point, and ap­

peared uncertain whether he should allow his 

clemency to go any farther or not ; and it was not 

until the Colonel had made another earnest appeal, 

urging him to release the whole tribe, and recapitu­

lating the reasons already given for this act 0£.justice 
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in which he was supported by the acting head of the 

native department, that he at last consented unre­

serveJly. His speech, partloning the whole Putini 

tribe, and granting them permission to return to their 

own location, was carefully translated and explained 

by the acting head of the native department to the 

listening pioneers; and so my Colonel's cause was 

won, and his exertions rewarded in the way which he 

desired. 

Upon clearly understanding that their whole tribe 

was free, and might safely go back to their own 

homes, with one accord the ninety pioneers lifted up 

their voices in the royal salute, "Bayete I" Then 

they marched up to the fort, where every man re­

ceived from the Colonel the sum of money for their 

wages of which he had previously spoken to me. 

But before my Chief rode up to the fort himself, 

he dashed down the town, calling to me to follow 

him. As I came up with him, far down the street, he 

said : "I have not a moment to spare, but I must get 

my friend Brooks to send out word to the bishop 

.of what is done." 
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I knew nothing of tho town, nor of where we 

might be going, until we drew rein at a pretty littlo 

house quite at tho lower end of Pictcrmnritzburg. 

Through its gate, held open by a native servant, the 

Colonel rode, calling to a friend within, while I re­

mained in the street, from whence, however, I could 

distinctly hear what passed. 

",v ell, I'vo done it I" exclaimed my Chief, 

speaking through an open window, with an cager 

excitement taking the place of his usual calm. 

"I'm glad to hear it I" replied a pleasant hearty 

voice from within, the owner of which I could 

not sco. " But what have you done with your 

rebels 1" 

" They are all free ! and I want you to tell the 

bishop, for I have not time to go out myself." 

"Have you their freedom in writing 1" inquired 

the invisible voice. 

"No; but it has been promised me for the whole 

tribe, in the presence of several important witnesses. 

Shall you be going or sending out to Bishopstowe 

to-day 1" 
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" Yes ; one or the other. But won't you come in 

and tell us all about it 1" 

."Thanks; not now. I have not a moment to 

spare ; but I will come down again this evening. 

Good-bye." And he rode out ngain, and we galloped 

away through the streets up to his quarters and the 

expectant pioneers. 

After receiving their money they were dismissed 

into the town to make their purchases. As I rode 

through Church Street that afternoon I saw parties of 

our men at every turn, five or six together, and all 

easily to be recognised by a certain uniformity of 

costume. Each party, apparently, was escorted by 

native friends and acquaintances, who must have 

been either servants in the town, or else have come in 

from the adjacent country upon business. Our people 

·were all very busy, providing themselves with such 

necessaries and comforts as they could afford. Their 

purchases appeared to consist chiefly of blankets and 

cooking vessels ; and they seemed to have too much 

good sense to expend their little stock of money upon 

anything not strictly necessary. The men appeared 
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to be thoroughly cheerful and hopeful, yet most of 

them must have felt very uncertain as to where 

they should find their women and children, or what 

was to become of them all when found. Probably 

their faith in our Chief, and in his power and willing~ 

ness to aid them, had something to do with their 

happy looks. 

I had my orders already, and was directed by the 

Colonel to· hold myself in readiness to start up• 

country, taking with me our ninety, as soon as ever 

they were ready to go. I was to march them back by 

the same way as that by which we had just come 

down. We were to strike across country, and to 

avoid the main-roads, as my Chief did not wish the 

return of the pioneers to their own location to attract 

general attention until they should be completely 

and quietly settled. Indeed we were quite aware that 

the colonists would be violently opposed to the 

proceeding, and might even create some disturbance. 

The Colonel had already sent off his Basuto after­

rider, with a note from the acting head of the native 

department to the magistrate who had been especially 
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appointed to look after the deserted locations, 

informing him that the whole tribe had been released 

and permitted to return to their homes. I was 

directed to hand over my men to this magistrate, as 

it wn.s :ttlvisable that a register should be kept of 

their number, and also that it should be quite plain 

that my Chief was doing all in order. 

The Colonel had also been requested to take upon 

himself the business of collecting the remainder of tho 

scattered tribe from the different white men's farms 

and houses, where they had been "given out" to 

service, ns also from the kraals of some of the native 

chiefs, and to make proper arrangements for their 

return home. Indeed he offered to undertake the 

management of the whole, thinking, and thinking 

rightly, that the faith which these people had in him 

would enable him the more easily to carry out the 

matter in the quiet and orderly way which was so 

particularly desirable under the circumstances. 

At daylight upon the morning of the 6th July, 

the pioneers were duly paraded at the Colonel's 

quarters. Not a man was missing from the number, 
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ancl all were fully equipped for their return to their 

desolate homes. Each man carried a blanket, rolled 

and worn in true soldier fashion, over one shoulder 

and under the other, and bore besides a huge bundle, 

consisting of his sleeping-mat and blankets, his 

cooking-pot, and other necessaries, purchased upon 

the previous day. 

The Colonel addressed them through an in­

terpreter, telling them that on their return to their 

location they must at once busy themselves in 

erecting huts, and cultivating mealie-gardens, and 

must settle down immediately as a quiet and indus­

trious people. They must always, he said, pay the 

greatest attention and respect to the magistrate set 

over them, whom they were to regard for the present 

in the light of their chief, to whom they were to refer 

every matter for decision and advice. To this address 

they replied, in spite of the Colonel's repeated admo­

nitions, by one simultaneous shout of "Bayete I" and 

then the party moved off with cries and exclama­

tions m honour of my Chief, all denoting their 

great respect, but the translations of which sound 
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odd to English ears. " Inkos ! Baba I (Lord and 

Father I) oh I great wild beast I oh I great black one I 

oh I lion I oh I tiger I oh I great snake I oh I chief1 

your face is white, but your heart is very black I" (an 

especial compliment) ;-all, except the reference to the 

white face, being terms commonly applied to the 

Zulu king by bis warriors. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

ESCAPES AND DISASTERS. 

AFTER handing over my men to the magistrate 

according to my orders, I went on to our camp at 

the Bushman's River Pass, with despatches for 

Captain -- from the Colonel. I found all well in 

camp, and the work upon the mountains progressing 

satisfactorily, but still a long way from its completion. 

The Colonel had desired me to return to him in a 

fortnight's time, with full information about what was 

being done, and what had yet to be done. Accord­

ingly I spent much of my time in going backwards 

and forwards to the different spots at which separate 

parties of men were at work, at distances of three, 

four, and in one instance of ten miles along the top 

of the berg. Here there was fair riding-ground, after 

the first long steep pull from the Bushman's River 
11 
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Pass ;-that is to say, one could ride at the rate of 

six miles an hour. 

Of these passes the one at the greatest distance 

from our camp, and indeed not three miles from the 

Giant's Castle, had been newly discovered by the 

Basuto Windvo~el, and a ,party of some half-dozen 

soldiers were encamped near at hand for the purpose 

of scarping it, as it was too far for thein to come and 

go daily from tho main camp. My horse having 

fallen slightly lame one day, I started for this pass on 

foot, and reached the place so late that I determined 

to remain with the men for the night and return 

upon the following morning. Indeed by this tune J 
had become so thoroughly inured to our rough life 

that it mattered little to me whether I slept in ~ 
patrol-tent or marquee, in ll, sheltered Ql~ft among 

the rocks Of in tt. Kaffir hut, ns long as I could go fro01 

a good fire to a thick blanket or rug, The littl~ 

patrol-tents occupied by the party at t4is p.ew pas~ 

were pitched close under the mountain-crest, where 

the projecting cliffs afforded some shelter frorq the 

piercing blasts, 
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After sleeping soundly in one of these through the 

night, I woke about sunrise, dreaming that I was a 

small boy again, visiting the monkey's cnge at the 

Zoo. It was a vivid dream, for, evon after I opened 

my eyes, the noise made by the animals still sounded 

in my cars. O<lllly enough, it grew louder and louder, 

until the air was filled with chattering, screaming, and 

hoarse angry sounds. 'l'his could be no dream, and, 

peeping out through the slit at the end of the tent, I 

beheld the most remarkable sight my eyes ever fell 

upon. The patrol-tents, as I have said, were close 

beneath the cliff; and surrounding them, in the form 

of a crescent or half-moon, hundreds of dog-faced 

baboons had collected in hostile array, apparently 

exceedingly angry to find strange creatures upon the 

mountains which they bad hitherto regarded ~ their 

own. These animals exist in great numbers upon the 

Draakensberg, and are very large and excessively 

fierce. I have heard that they will attack the leopard, 

or tiger as it is called in Natal, whenever they see 

him, regardless of the numbers they may lose in the 

contest. There seems to be a blood-feud between 
u 2 
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them, and it is said that, if once tracked by the 

baboons, a tiger never escapes them in the end. 

It may easily, therefore, be conceived that they 

would prove formidable antagonists to the six or 

seven men whom they now appeared disposed to 

nttack. Our rifles would have been of little service 

to us, for we should only have time to fire once ere 

we should be seized and torn in pieces by the dis­

gusting monstcrs,-than which I can hardly imagine 

a more revolting fate. 

The baboons formed an army, m fact, for they 

were led by an old male of great size and grizzled 

with age. He was so evidently in command of the 

party that he was immediately dubbed "the general" 

by us. ,vhile we were all peeping out and watching 

the angry gestures of the animals with some anxiety, 

one of the men said that he had heard that, although 

enraged baboons were not to be scared away by the 

loss of any number of what might be called their rank 

and file, yet that the death of their leader was always 

the signal for instant flight. This, we thought, might 

possibly be the case, and, at all events, the move-
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ments of the enemy now became so aggressive that 

we decided to try the plan as our only chance of 

escape. The men seized their rifles, and one of them 

covering "the general," fired and killed him upon the 

spot. To our intense relief and satisfaction, his fol­

lowers immediately turned and fled upon seeing him 

falJ, and vanished over the mountain, their howls and 

screams echoing amongst the rocks long after they 

had passed from our sight. 

I am no coward, I hope, but I confess I felt for 

the moment almost overcome by the thought of our 

certain fate had the mass of enraged brutes persisted 

in their attack. 

After a breakfast of hot coffee and biscuit, which 

was most acceptable in the keen mountain air, I 

thought I would find my way back to the camp down 

the pass in which the men were engaged, instead of 

along the mountain-top, over which I had walked or 

ridden so often that I was quite tired of it. Accord­

ingly, accompanied by the trusty Windvogel, who ha 

come with me as guide, I started down the mountain. 

We had a terrific scramble for part of the way, down 
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along the bed of a dried-up watercourse ; but I had 

become accustomed to that sort of descent, and looked 

upon it as a matter of course. 

After a long and toilsome walk we at last ap, 

proachecl the camp, which la.y round a sharp corner or 

shoulder of hill, so that it was not visible to us until 

we were close upon it. As we came iri full view of it, 

but at a considerably higher elevation, from which we 

looked down upon it, I saw, to my great consterna­

tion, the guard-hut suddenly burst into a blaze. The 

guard and a few soldiers left in camp immediately 

rushed to the powder-magazine, and carried the 

powder-barrels to the river-side, so that they could 

be thrown in should the fire spread in that direction, 

and then all set to work to strike the tents as rapidly 

as possible. Fortunately, the grass had been carefully 

cut for a considerable distance round each tent; but the 

wind, blowing strongly at the time, carried the flame 

from the guard-hut right aci·oss the tributary stream to 

the Bushman's River, and in one moment the whole hill­

side was in a blaze. The long grass and bush at this 

time of year was as dry as tinder, so that when it 
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onco caught firo nothing could stop its burning. Tho 

flamo ran up· tho hill, and coming to the mouth of a 

deep ravine, turned, nnd, sweeping again across tho 

streatn; seized upori the hill-side abovo tho camp. 

Soon the whole valley, as far as the eyo could rca.ch, 

was a rnging sea of flamc,-a grand sight truly, but 

lm awful one to witness. 

'fhanks to the precautions taken for the protection 

of our camp frotn fires, in tho Lroa<l belts of closely• 

cut grass which surrounded us on every side, no 

damage was done either to lifo or property, except 

the destruction of the guard-but where the mischief 

began, But for some time we were in considera.bl<1 

danger, as nt any moment a. stronger gust of wind 

might drive the flame across our safeguards. In tho 

course of one hnlf-hour our pleasant grassy valley, 

with its numerous evergreen bushes, was reduced to a 

cinder, presenting nothing to the sight but a blackened 

surface, dotted with charred and smouldering stumps, 

Hnd '\Vindvogel and I been but a little later in our 

return to camp we should assuredly have been over• 

taken and destroyed by tha flames, for the spot upon 
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which our camp remained, looked afterwards like an 

oasis in a desert of black, which surrounded it on 

every side. As it was, we had barely time to gain 

our lines before the hill we had just quitted was one 

sheet of flame. 

So for a second time in the course of a few hours 

my Basuto friend and I were preserved from a 

dreadful death,-first, by the hands and teeth of the 

infuriated baboons ; and, secondly, by the breath of 

that element, so useful when restrained, so incom­

parably terrible and deadly when once set free. 

Our party met with another accident a few days 

later, which unfortunately proved less harmless than 

that already related, although it directly affected two 

only of our company. 

One morning I was, with a working-party, em­

ployed in blasting, when an explosion made some of 

us turn to find that two soldiers who were engaged in 

boring a hole in the rock had been blown to a little 

distance from it, and were lying on the ground with 

injured eyes and faces. The hole bad been charged 

upon the previous day, but had missed fire, and the 
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men, under the impression that it had been "drowned," 

had set to work at it again. The powder, however, 

was dry and fit for use, and hence arose the accident. 

It was one of those pieces of carelessness which men 

so often commit when they have been long enough 

employed upon perilous materials for their sense of 

danger to become blunted by custom. 

The poor fellows were immediately conveyed to 

the camp ; we sent off a mounted orderly to Estcourt 

for a doctor; and meanwhile did what little we could 

to make the sufferers comfortable. 'fhe doctor arrived 

next day, and, after making his examination, he 

pronounced that the sight of the man who was most 

seriously hurt would not be permanently injured, 

although it would be a long while before he recovered 

the use of it. His comrade was simply burnt, and 

was doing well ·we sent the former clown to head­

quarters at Pietermaritzburg as soon as he was fit to 

travel, and I am happy to say that when I saw him 

last he was perfectly recovered from the accident. 

I will close this chapter of escapes and disasters 

with an account of a curious accident which occurred 
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to an attendant of some English visitors to our camp, 

who were upon a shooting expedition amongst the 

mountain-spurs, and came to us for a night's lodging, 

They had been out after elands, which, however. they 

had not found, and had been benighted, and obliged 

to lie out tho night before they caine to ua. The 

accident to their servant occurred as follows. He 

happened to be a "head-ring man," which, as it 

turned out, was a fortunate circumstance for him. In 

the darkness of the night he had walked clean over a 

precipice, some thirty feet high, falling upon his head­

ring, the interposition of which saved his skull, which 

was not cracked, as it must have been had it been 

unprotected. The ring itself was not broken, although 

the hair was almost torn out by the roots, and the 

head much cut. Yet, when his injuries were dressed 

at our camp, the man obstinately refused to part 

with the cherished ornament, which was only attached 

~y some half-dozen hairs. Wrapping a handkerchief 

round it, he appeared to be far more concerned for 

his head-ring than for his head. 
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THE PUTINI TRIBE AGAIN. 

DESPATCHES received from the Colonel detained me at 

the camp some days longer than I had expected, 

nnd it was not until tho 23rd of August that I 

returned to Fort Napier, where my Chief received me 

with his usual hospitable kindness. ,vi1en off duty 

his manner to me was uniformly that of a friend 

rather than -master, and by this time I had learnt to 

be thoroughly at home at his quarters, where my dog, 

my horse, and I were his guests BS long as we remained 

in Pietermaritzburg. 

Upon the morning after my return we had juet 

finished breakfast when a native servant appeared at 

the door, and called the Colonel's attention to him by 

the usual salute, " 'Nkos I " 

"Well. John, what ii it I" inquired his master, 
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" Putini men come ; want speak Inkos," replied 

John in his broken English. 

"Putini men I" echoed the Colonel in some 

surprise. " What can they have come down again 

for, I wonder ! " and immediately went out to make 

the inquiry. I, of course, followed to hear what was 

gomg on. 

Outside the garden-gate waited some half-dozen 

natives, who, upon being summoned by John, came in, 

and crouched down in the usual native attitude of 

respect, exclaiming " 'Nkos I Baba ! " as they did so. 

With the aid of John as interpreter they then 

gave the Colonel a piece of information which 

astonished us both considerably, and which brought 

the momentary expression into his eyes which I had 

learnt to recognise as the one sign of his being greatly 

moved which he could not altogether repress. The 

men said that they had come back because they and 

all their tribe, with the exception of the ninety 

pioneers, had been told by their magistrate that their 

having been set at liberty was a mistake. There was 

no such order from Government, they were told. Only 
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the ninety were pardoned, and all the others must go 

and live upon white men's farms as servants. In fact 

they must be "given out " again. They had now 

come, said the men, to ask their own "lnkos," in the 

name of the tribe, what they were to do next. 

The Colonel's temporary answer to this question 

was to hand the envoys over to John, with orders 

to feed them and to keep them with the native 

servants of the establishment until further notice. 

He made no comment to me upon what we had 

just been told, but I heard him ejaculate: "This 

will reflect the deepest discredit upon the Govern~ 

ment." And then he ordered his horse, and rode 

away towards the town, with an expression of coun­

tenance that made me avoid asking questions, or 

getting in the way to offer officious services of any 

description whatsoever. 

For my own part I spent an idle morning. The 

Colonel had not yet set rue to work, and, as I had not 

a single acquaintance in the town, there was not 

much open to me in the way of amusement beyond 

what the Colonel's precincts afforded. I had no 
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wish to make acquaintances, or my Ohief would 

readily have introduced me to the officers of the 

regiment stationed in Pietermaritzburg. My old 

disinclination to bring the fact that I had lost my 

proper place in the world before the notice of others 

of my own kind clung to ~e still, in spite of the 

Ooloncl's kindness in entirely ignoring my ante­

cedents. I could not face the inevitable inquiries 

concerning myself and comments upon my career, 

which my introduction into Pietermaritzburg society 

would certainly involve. 

u Wylde 1 Atherton Wylde 1 Who is he ! " 

"He hn.s been in the Service, has he 1 the 

Engineers ! " 

ff Oh! that W'ylde I I've heard of the man. He 

made a fool of himself, and came to awful grief a,t 

Gib. in such a year." 

Such would have been the remarks made upon my 

name, and I did not care to encounter them. I should 

have clerical work to do for the Colonel shortly, but 

he bad left me no ord13rs on this particular morning 

except to look after myself, t1,nd to remember that 
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there would be luncheon upon the table at half-past 

one. I believe I spent the greater part of my leisure 

in the company of Jack and Charlie, tho two baboons 

who had an establishment of their own in the court­

yard, and were a never-failing source of amusement 

to me. Each of them had a pole of his own with a 

cross-bar at the top,· to which he was attached by a 

long chain fastened at one end to a collar round his 

neck, and by the other to a ring which slid easily up 

and down the pole. They had each a brick-lined 

bath or well of water for their own use, and the 

stump of a tree beside it as a seat or table. Jack 

was a huge fellow who was pleased to be very friendly 

with me, and would throw somersaults for the reward 

of a peach or apple almost as readily at my command 

as at that of his master. But Charlie, who was 

rather smaller, and was an older inhabitant of the 

yard than Jack, would have nothing to say to me, 

nor, as far as I ever saw, to any othor stranger, 

reservmg all his marks of regard for the Colonel, 

to whom he was greatly attached. 'l'h{) length of 

their chains gave them ample room for exercise and 
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amusement, and, being well out of the way of all 

tormentors, they appeared as happy as possible. 

N everthcless, upon the one or two occasions when 

Master Charlie got loose, he showed all the inclination 

of his kind for mischief, and was with the greatest 

difficulty prevented from stripping the house of slates. 

Looking at Jack's great teeth and powerful limbs, and 

remembering my experiences at Windvogel's Pass, I 

came to the conclusion that I very much preferred the 

company of a couple of chained baboons to that of 

some hundreds of wild ones at large. 

When I was tired of Jack and Charlie, I returned 

to the Colonel's sitting-room (or office, for it did duty 

as both), and taking a book from the shelves, I de­

posited myself in a remarkably comfortable lounging­

chair for a quiet read. My book was a novel, the 

scene of which was partly laid in Hong Kong. I had 

. just come to the conclusion that the writer was a 

woman, and had never been out of England in her 

life, when I fell asleep, and was only roused from my 

slumbers by the clank of the Colonel's spurs as he 

entered the room at half-past one. 

Digitized by Goos le 



THE PUTINI TRIBE AGAIN. 305 

I believe I first stammered something about the 

monkeys and Hong Kong; but, quickly recovering 

my senses, I sprang out of my chair with apologies 

for my want of manners. The Colonel picked up the 

book, which had fallen from my hand to the ground 

when I was overcome by sleep, but made 110 remark 

except to ask me whether I was ready for my 

luncheon, and we presently sat down to table. 

I noticed that he looked grave and anxious ; but 

as the impatient expression which had kept me aloof 

in the morning had entirely vanished, I ventured to 

put some questions concerning the results of his 

inquiries. 

He told me then what I could hardly have 

believed possible,-that, having seen and questioned 

most of the officials present at Government House 

upon the day on which the Putini tribe was released, 

he found that they by 110 means agreed in their recol­

lection as to how far the Governor's clemency had 

extended, and as to whether the whole tribe, or only 

the ninety pioneers, had been set free. Some sup­

ported his views as to the universality of the pardon; 
X 
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others asserted that the pioneers only had received 

their liberty; while others, again, pleaded_ uncertainty 

upon the matter, on the grounds that they had arrived 

late upon the spot, and had not heard all that had 

passed. 

"Surely, sir," I exclaimed with much heat," you 

cannot believe a word of that 1 No one who was 

present at all can have the slightest doubt as to what 

occurred, or that the whole tribe was set free 1" 

" Since these gentlemen say so, I cannot do other­

wise than believe it," replied my Chief, with just a 

soupfOn of reproof in his tone, which reminded me 

that I had been speaking of the officials of a Govern­

ment under which he himself was serving at present. 

"My own impressions are quite clear, I admit," he 

continued ; " and I must do all I can for these people, 

for my honour is concerned in the matter. I, at least, 

know that I have promised them liberty in the name 

of the Government, and that promise must be 

redeemed or---" But he did not say what would be 

the consequences. 

" What shall you do next, sir 1 " I inquired. 
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"I must write to the acting head of the native 

department, who is at present away, and who himself 

gave me the letter to Mr. -- (the magistrate). Then 

all I can do is to await his answer or return." 

And "wait" indeed we did, for another month, to 

the inevitable detriment of the Putini people's crops. 

Meanwhile all was in confusion and uncertainty in the 

location, and many of the people were given out afresh 

as servants to the white families up-country. 

During this month I spent my da.ys between the 

two offices belonging to my Chief, as colonial and as 

commanding engineer, and in taking long rides, either 

alone or in company with the Colonel. In the latter 

case we were usually bound for some road-party or 

other which he wished to inspect; for he never left 

them longer than he could help to their own deviceR, 

knowing that sudden and unexpected visits to his 

workmen were highly conducive to industry and order. 

But although I was leading a busy and contented life, 

I resolutely refused to make any acquaintances ; so 

that when I left the colony a month or two later, I 

had not one farewell to make save to my Chief, to his 
X 2 
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human and four-footed dependents, and to my own 

horse and dog. 

At last the acting secretary for native affairs 

returned, and the Colonel immediately had an inter­

view with him. It then appeared that Mr. --, the 

magistrate, had only acted under orders, as a second 

letter had been sent to him within twenty-four hours 

of the first which was given to the Colonel, entirely 

contradicting the contents of that as far as it referred 

to any besides the ninety pioneers. Of this second 

despatch no mention whatever had been made to my 

Chief, Ro that from the 5th of August to the 24th,­

when the Putini men began to return,-he was left 

under the impression that the promises made by 

Government, and through himself, were duly being 

carried into effect. The acting head of the native 

department was at first inclined to dispute the fact 

that the whole tribe had ever been pardoned, or that 

he had translated anything of the sort to the pioneers. 

But the Colonel reminded him of all that had passed 

in so exact and detailed a manner, that he finally 

withdrew his objections. And now, impelled thereto 
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by the Colonel's energetic and forcible representations, 

he wrote upon the spot another order to the location 

magistrate, contradicting the second letter, and 

repeating the instructions contained in the original 

despatch. This order, without any reference to his 

Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, he signed and 

gave to the Colonel, who, having only waited to obtain 

it before going up-country again, started at two 

o'clock the same day, bearing the message of freedom, 

and attended of course by me and his usual Basuto 

after-riders. 

We took our old course across country to the 

Bushman's River Pass, sending a messenger from 

Hlubi's to Mr. -- with the precious despatch, and 

arriving at our old camp about midday upon the 

22nd of September. 

The next day was spent by the Colonel in 

inspecting the passes, which were now all closcu, 

every possible loophole having been rendered im­

practicable. He got through the whole business in 

one day, which astonished even me, accustomed as I 

was by this time to his rapid movements and amazing 
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capacity for work. Indeed ho could not spare one 

unnecessary hour, for his hands were full of other 

colonial works, and he bad as much to get through 

from one month to another as ho could possibly 

manage. He expressed himself satisfied with the 

present condition of the passes, and upon the 24th of 

September we finally broke up our camp, and left the 

Bushman's River for the last time. 

I confess that I felt a lively regret at taking my 

final departure from this place. Great as had been 

the hardships which we bad encountered upon tho 

mountains, I had come to regard our camp beside the 

Bushman's River as something more like home than 

any other spot within the colony of Natal. The shanty, 

which we left standing for the use of any future 

benighted travellers who might pass that way, had 

a friendly homelike look to me. All its little com­

forts and conveniences were our own contrivances 

and the work of our own hands, and we bad an 

nff ection for them not to be shared by ordinary doors 

and windows, tables, chairs, and chimneys. Never 

agam were those who had sat round the blazing 
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shanty fire, and who, thanks to mutual difficulties 

and endurance, had grown into close companionship 

there, likely to meet under such circumstances. For 

my own part, I had been less lonely amongst those 

wild deserted hills than there was any probability of 

my being elsewhere in Natal; for I could not hope to 

be constantly with my Chief in future ; and of other 

friends I had not one. Here· I had had work, a posi­

tion of trust and responsibility, the goodwill of all our 

party, black and white, to most of whom the mere 

fact of my being the Colonel's aide-de-camp, as I 

might style myself, was enough to secure me respect 

and attention ; and, more than all, I had had, during 

the greater part of every day, the companionship and 

confidence of my Chief. All this I might not find in 

. any other part of the colony. 

So that it was with a somewhat heavy heart and 

dejected mien that I turned from a last look at our 

deserted camping-ground and followed the Colonel, 

who was already riding far ahead on bis way down 

the valley of the Bushman's River. 

Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER XIX. 

CONCLUSION. 

WE camped that night ten miles away, not far from 

some ruined kraals which had been destroyed at the 

time of the expedition. When we came in sight of 

the blackened desolate remains, the Colonel told me 

of a scene which he had witnessed there when on 

patrol, shortly after the place had been quitted by the 

Government forces. It appeared that on exploring a 

kraal and entering a hut which was still standing, he 

had come upon a shocking sight. A native woman,­

or rather a young unmarried girl, as was evident from 

the fashion in which her hair was dressed,-upon her 

knees in the centre of the hut, was the sole occupant 

of this deserted spot. Did she fear the return of the 

native attacking force, who, in their permitted violence, 

spared neither sex, nor age, nor youth 1 Was she im-
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ploring the protection of the merciful white man, who 

had found her there alone 1 Not so ; the spoiler and 

destroyer had no more terrors for her, and she was 

safe in the hands of the Father of all Mercies ;-for she 

was dead A reim was round her neck ; she had been 

hanged, or had been driven to hang herself, from the 

centre-pole of the hut t 

Nor was this all. A yet more sickening proof of 

the scenes of awful violence which must have taken 

place was found in a cattle-kraal hard by ;-a human 

leg, not merely severed from the body, but dragged 

out at the hip-joint by main force t 

Enough of such horrors; one's blood runs cold at 

the repetition of them, but burns with shame and 

indignation at the thought that they were inflicted in 

the name of an English Government upon an innocent 

and helpless people. 

Next day we were marching through the Putini 

location again, where the people were beginning to 

settle, the brown beehive huts to reappear, and the 

thin blue smoke of their fires to rise once more into 

the moist spring air. The Colonel had sent word 

Digitized by Google 



814 MY ()HIEF' AND I. 

beforehand to the men of the tribe to meet him on his 

way through their location. Accordingly they all 

flocked round him during the day's march, when ho 

repeated to them his original caution as to their 

conduct, and assured them that their freedom was 

now a settled thing. It is worthy of remark that 

from this time forwards there were always from one 

hundred to one hundred and fifty men of the Putini 

tribe at work upon the roads who voluntarily en­

gaged themselves as labourers, whereas it is a well­

known fact that, with this one exception, all the 

road-parties in the colony are supplied with forced 

labour. 

We spent the night of the 25th at Cathkin,-where 

old Mr. -- was loud in his praises of the quiet and 

orderly behaviour of those very " rebels" whom he 

had feared so much when they were first marched up 

to the mountains ;-and a few days later we were at 

Estcourt. 

Here I met with one la.at incident of the feeling 

up-country concerning the coloured races. It hap­

pened that the Basuto Jabez, who was still in 
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attendance upon the Colonel, had been sent down by 

him to the Estcourt inn with a note to the landlord, 

requesting a supply of certain provisions required by 

our party. Jabez, who was a stranger in the place,· 

went to the door of the taproom, and, seeing a white 

man within,-the landlord in question,-hc entered 

to give him the note. The landlord, looking up at 

his entrance, immediately called out : " Get out, you I 

No black man comes in here. Go round to the back­

door." Jabez, however, who looked upon the paper in 

his hand as a safe-conduct anywhere, and naturally 

supposed that the man did not perceive it, still 

advanced, holding out the note to be taken. Where­

upon the landlord, without more ado, rushed upon the 

harmless messenger, struck him, and pushed him out 

of doors. 

Now Jabez is a man of spirit, and in a fair fight 

would dearly have liked to avenge the unmerited 

insult put upon him; but he is also a man of sense, 

and knows but too well that fair fight between white 

and black there will never be in his time. So he 

returned to the Colonel, and reported what had 
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befallen him while upon his master's errand. The 

Colonel was never likely to allow his helpless de­

pendent.s to be injured; and on this occasion he 

immediately went down to the inn himself, and 

inquired of the landlord what he meant by striking 

his servant. The man was civil enough in speaking 

to my Chief, but stuck to his point. It was his 

custom. No black man could be allowed to enter by 

that door without paying for his presumption. 

The Colonel remonstrated. " How is a strange 

black man to know your regulations ? " he said 

To which the landlord's only reply was: "Can't 

help it I That's my rule. They can go to the 

back-door." 

Whereupon the Colonel, finding it of no avail 

to talk to the follow, left him, saying: "I do not 

allow my servants to be beaten with impunity, and 

shall have the matter brought before the resident 

magistrate." 

Unfortunately for us the next day was a pub1ic 

holiday, and there was no magistrate's court sitting. 

The Colonel could stay no longer, for he was obliged 
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to return to Pictermaritzburg, where his Excellency 

was anxious to see him upon business. He put 

Jabez's affairs into the hands of a friend, asking him 

to attend the court and to see that justice was done. 

He ,then saw the acting resident magistrate {our old 

acquaintance Mr. --), so as to leave nothing undone 

which could assist his servant's cause. The old 

gentleman in his turn promised to do justice in the 

case, and we started for Pietermaritzburg, leaving 

behind the disconsolate Jabez, who, indeed, implored 

his master to take him with him, saying that he knew 

very well that he should get no satisfaction. The 

Colonel, however, hoped better things, and would not 

allow him to relinquish the case. But poor Jabez's 

apprehensions proved quite correct, for, when the 

case came on, the magistrate decided in favour of the 

white man, saying that he had a perfect right to make 

and to keep rules in his own house. So much for 

our second attempt at getting justice done to a native 

at Estcourt. 

Well t we were once more at Fort Napier. My 
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Chief had carried the main point for which he had 

laboured and suffered through the winter months of 

18 7 4, and the people whom he had rescued were at 

pence. The chief point was settled, altho~gh he had 

yet to insist upon the justice of restitution, or at all 

events upon the immediate wants of the tribe being 

supplied by Government until their first year's crops 

should have ripened ;-and there remained also the 

question of the restitution of cattle to be settled.* 

All this the Colonel hoped to effect in time, but I was 

* RESTITUTION TO TDE PuTINI TrunE.-Since writing the 

above I liave learnt the following facts :-Sir Garnet W olscley, 
when he "settled" Natal, being unable to obtain any certain 
information concerning the amount of cattle taken from the 
Putini tribe, decided to restore to them £12,000, the estimated 
value of 4,000 head, which was half of the sum realised 
by Government by tho sale of the cattle of both tribes. This 
would seem to bo a fair decision, but for the fact that it was 
put down in black and white by the military authorities at the 
time that over 8,000 head of cattle, besides horsei1, sheep, and 
goats, were taken from the Putini tribe alone. But even this 
meagre £12,000 has not as yet been really paid. I understand 
that £3,000 were voted by the Legislative Council as compensation 
to the Putini tribe for 18i5, and for the following year an ad­
ditional sum of £1,500 under the head of "Reli1f in cases of 
individual di.il'css among.;( the natfrc.;." And this is all that they 
have yet received. Will fuller justice ever be done i 
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not to see the fulfilment of his purpose ; for my life 

in Natal, and my connection with my Chief was just 

at an end when I returned to Pietermaritzburg. The 

winter was fairly over; the grass began to have the 

appearance of green velvet, owing to its black under­

lying layer of last year's burnt crop ; the lengthening 

days grew hot, and the short hours of the night were 

warm and pleasant ; my existence in the colony was 

about to vanish like the winter's snow upon the 

Draakensberg. 

An English mail had just arrived, and my letters 

awaited me at the Colonel's quarters. Amongst them 

was one from my father, full of affection for his 

prodigal son, and begging me to return home by the 

first steamer from Natal It seems that my letters to 

him had convinced him of the welcome fact that I had 

thoroughly forsaken my old wild and thoughtless 

ways, and had really settled down into a steady 

useful member of society. It so happened that a 

warm friend of my father's, General --, having a 

post to fill up "for a young man of sense and energy," 

bethought himself of his friend's son, whom he had 
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known as a lad. He had a conversation with my 

father, the· result of which was that he promised to 

give me the post in question, on condition that I 

reached England by a certain date, and that I brought 

with me a satisfactory letter from Colonel Durnford, 

my present Chief, as to my steadiness and general 

good conduct while working under him. 

There could not be the slightest doubt in the mind 

of any sensible individual as to what my course 

should be on receipt of this letter. Here was such a 

chance for me as I was never likely to meet with 

again,-a return home, and restoration to my proper 

place amongst my fellow-men. It was now in my 

own power to wipe out and cancel by an honourable 

future the foolish reckless past. My wildest hopes of 

advancement had never reached such a height as the 

opening now offered me. Surely no man in his senses 

could hesitate 1 Yet hesitate I did, and the cause of 

my hesitation was the tie, single but powerful, which 

bound me to Natal ;-the regard I had for my Chief. 

Could I have been assured of remaining in his service 

to my life's end, I would have asked for nothing 
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better, even although I should remain a small colonial 

official for the rest of my days,-so long as I worked 

under and with him. 

There was no time given me for consideration. I 

must either go at once or not at all, for no later mail 

would reach England in time for me to take up the 

appointment. I had read my letter, sitting opposite 

to the Colonel, who was similarly engaged, in his 

room after dinner that evening of our return from 

Estcourt. When I had finished reading, I sat 

watching him, and thinking over the question before 

me, until he laid down his last paper and looked 

up at me. 

Something in the intentness of my gaze must have 

attracted his notice, for with his usual ready attention 

he said, "'\Vell, Atherton, what is it 1" 

For all answer, I handed him my father's letter in 

silence. 

When he had read it he very naturally began to 

offer me his warm congratulations upon my good 

fortune, but stopped short in amazement at my 

dissatisfied look. 

r 
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" What is the matter now 1 " he inquired ; " does 

not the off er please you 1 " 

I could not say that it did. I could not tell him 

why at first, and "I think he began to suspect me of 

having committed the folly of falling in love in 

the colony, before it dawned upon him that he 

himself was the· attraction. I believe the discovery 

took him very much by surprise .. Not the undemon­

strative Basutos themselves had been more chary of 

expression of devotion than I. I had obeyed my · 

Chief implicitly, and had done all that he desired me 

to the very best of my ability. But probably he put 

all that down to my natural disposition, and had no 

idea that it had taken all his influence and all my 

desire to win his approbation to transform me, from 

the idle good-for-nothing youngster that I had once 

been, to the steady trustworthy man I can honestly 

say that I had now become. 

While I blundered on from one incoherent 

sentence to another, saying that I had no such friends 

anywhere as I had in Natal, yet admitting in the 

same breath that I hardly knew a soul to speak to 
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except himself, that I preferred the work here to any 

other as long as I served under him, and so on ; 

growing more and more confused and annoyed with 

myself for a sentiment which I feared would appear 

absurd in his eyes ; he looked at me almost in silence 

with an expression which gradually softened from its 

original bewildered astonishment to one of great 

kindness. And then I fairly broke down, and im­

plored him to keep me in his service, in however 

humble a capacity it might be, assuring him that 

indeed I cared to serve under no other than himsel£ 

Doubtless I was supremely ridiculous in my fancy, 

and was old enough to have grown out of such 

romantic notions. Nevertheless, my Chief had saved 

me, and had made a new man of me, and my life was 

at his command. 

He, at all events, did not despise or laugh at my 

devotion. It seemed to me that it touched and did 

not displease him. 

A moment's silence followed upon my outburst, 

and then he put out his hand, and laid it upon my 

shoulder. 
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" Look here, Atherton," he said, " I should be 

doing excessively wrong were I to keep you with me 

now, although there are not so many to care whether 

one lives or dies in this solitary place that one can 

afford to throw away a friend. But for your own 

sake it is impossible that I should do what you ask." 

I made a gesture of impatient dissent. 

"No; listen to me," he went on, checking the folly 

that I was about to utter. " Supposing that I were 

to consent to your throwing away this excellent offer, 

and staying on as you are now, what would be the 

result 1 My action in the Putini affair will lose me 
• 

my present post of colonial engineer. In another 

year, at the utmost, the appointment will be filled up 

from England, and then all I could do for you would 

be to recommend you to the favourable notice of my 

successor. That, I imagine, would hardly meet your 

wishes. Well, I shall probably receive orders for some 

other station soon after my colonial appointment ceases, 

and our connection will come to an end as surely as 

though you had taken the chance now offered you, -

with the difference that, in the one case, you remain 
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in a subordinate position in a colony which I am 

never likely to revisit, whereas in the other you 

will return to the life and condition to which we both 

properly belong. No, Atherton; there is not even a 

choice before you, although, even if there were, you 

should choose the right, and do your duty ;-which is, 

obviously, to make up to your poor old father for all 

that he has suffered on your account, and, if only for 

his sake, to regain the position which you have lost.1' 

I had not a word to say in answer to this reason­

ing. It was perfectly conclusive,-everything upon 

one side, nothing but sentiment upon the other. I 

was silent, feeling somewhat abashed; and my Chief 

continued with increasing kindliness of tone : " Don't 

think that I undervalue your regard, my boy. 

Perhaps I have not given you sufficient credit for it 

hitherto ; but, believe me, now that you have given 

me so conclusive a proof of it, I shall not forget it. 

What has passed between us this evening will bave 

me with one pleasant thought nt least connected with 

a place which has not been a particularly gay one 

to me." The rare softening of a nature which was 
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usually so self-repressed, and which was capable of 

being so stem, touched me greatly, and those few 
• 

words from my Chief were recompense enough for 

a life's devotion, had fate allowed me to bestow it. 

But, being both Englishmen, we naturally found 

sentiment, expressed between ourselves, a most awk­

ward and inconvenient circumstance. I had recovered 

my self-possession, and, highly as I valued each word 

that he said, it was an actual relief to me when, 

suddenly resuming his ordinary tone and manner, he 

said : " And now, about your arrangements. There is 

no time to lose, for you must go down to Durban by 

post-cart to-morrow." 

He literally packed me up and sent me off next 

day, for with his natural administrative faculty he 

settled and attended to everything himself. He sent 

me into the town early next morning with a list of 

necessary purchases made out by himself ; and, with 

an apparent utter distrust of my own powers in that 

line, he sat by and superintended the packing of my 

portmanteau by his servant. 

To the last it was, "Now, Atherton, have you a 
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good brandy-flask 1 No. Then take this one of 

mine t " or " Where is that rug of .yours 1 You will 

want it on the voyage.n "Now, are you sure 

that you have money enough to take you home 

comfortably 1" and so on. For once in my life I 

made a start without forgetting anything. 

I was but just in time to catch the steamer, and 

had no leisure for regrets until I stood upon the deck; 

and watching the blue lines of the shore fading away 

as we left it, I thought that, with all its faults, Natal 

will always be dear to me, for the sound of its name 

must ever be connected in my mind with that of.­

MY CHIEF. 

THB END. 

C&LaLN Dlc&DB AND ■VANS, canr.u. PA~c• PllUI, 
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BEESL Y (EDWARD SPENCER)-Profmor of Iii story in University College, 
Lo11don-

CATILINE, CLODIUS, AND TIBERIUS. Large crown 
8T0 1 6s, 

BENNETT(W. C.)-

SEA SONGS. Crown 8vo, 4s. 
BENSON ( W.)-

MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Coloured· 
Frontispiece and Illustrations. 12mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Small 
4to, cloth, 15s. 

BIDDLECOilIBE (SIR GEORGE) C.B., Captain R.N.­
AUTOBIQGRAPHY OF SIR GEORGE BIDDLE-

coMBE, C.B., Captain R.N. Large crown Svo, 8s. 
BLAKE (EDITH OSBORNE)-

TWEL VE MONTHS IN SOUTHERN EUROPE. With 
Illustrations. Demy Svo, ,,.._ 

BLYTH (COLONEL)-

THE WHIST-PLAYER. With Coloured Plates of" Hands." 
Third Edition. Imp. 16mo, cloth, 5s. 

A.2 
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BRADLEY (THO.lfAS)-oftlu Royal ilfililary Academy, J-Vi•olwic/J­
ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRICAL DRAWING. In Two 

Parts, with Sixty Plates. Oblong folio, half-bound, °"eh Part 16s. 

Selection (from the above) of Twenty Plates for the use of 
the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. Oblong folio, half-bound, 16s. 

BUCKLAND (FRANK)-

LOG-BOOK OF A FISHERMAN AND ZOOLOGIST. 
Second Edilion. \Vith numerous Illustrations. Large crown 6vo, us. 

BURCHETT (R.)-

DEFIN ITIONS OF GEOMETRY. New Edition. 24mo, 
cloth, 5d. 

LINEAR PERSPECTIVE, for the Use of Schools of Art. 
Twenty-first Thousand. With Illustrations. Post Svo, cloth, 7s. • 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY: The Course of Construction 
of Plane Geometrical Figures. With 137 Diagrams. Eighteenth Edition. Post 
Svo, cloth, 5s. 

CADDY (MRS.)-

HOUSEHOLD ORGANIZATION. Crown 8vo, 4s. 
CAITHNESS (COUNTESS)-

OLD TRUTHS IN A NEW LIGHT: or, an Earnest 
Endeovour to Reconcile Material Science with Spiritual Science and Scripture 
Dcmy Svo, J 5s. 

CAMPION (7- S.), late Major, Sl,1/f. ul Br. C.N.G., U.S.A.-

ON THE FRONTIER. Reminiscences of Wild Sport, 
Pcrson:it Adventure~, and Strange Scenes. With Illustrations. Dern)· 8vo, ifs. 
Second Edition. 

ON FOOT IN SPAIN. With Illustrations. Demy 8vo, 16s. 
Second Edition. 

CARLYLE (DR.)-
DANTE'S DIVINE COMEDY.-Literal Prose Transla-

tion ofT11s INFEK,.o, with Text and Notes. Second Edition. Po,t Svo, 14-\, 

CARLYLE (THO.1/AS)-Sce pages 17 and 18. 

CLINTON (R.H.)-
A COMPENDIUM OF ENGLISH HISTORY, from the 

Earliest Times to A.D. 1872. With Copious Quotations on the Leading Events and 
the Cor.stitution.al History, together wlth Appendices. Post s,·o, 7s. td. 

CRAIK (GEORGE L/LL/E)-
ENGLISH OF SHAKESPEARE. Illustrated in a Philo-

logical Commentary on his Julius Cz-ar. Fifth Edition. Post Svo, cloth, 5s. 

OUTLINES OF THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE. Ninth Edition. Post Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

DASENT (SIR G. IV.)-
JEST AND EARNEST. A Collection of Reviews and 

Essays. 2 vols. Post Svo, cloth, .C, u. 

TALES FROM THE FJELD. A Second Series of 
Popular Tales from the None of P. Cb. Asbjijmsen. Small Svo, cloth, 101. 6d. 

Digitized by Google 



CHAP.I/AN a- HALL, 193, PICCADILL Y. s 

DAUDOURG (E.)-
INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE. Doors, Vestibules, Stair-

ca..,.cs, Anterooms, Drawing, Dining, and llcd Rooms, Libr:uies, Bank and News­
paper Ofiiccs, Shop Fronts and Interiors. \Vith detailed Plans, Sections, and 
:Elevations. A purely practical work, intended for Architects, Joiners, Cabinet 
Makers, Marble \Vurken, Decorators: a..~ well 3.'i for the owners of houses who 
wi~h to h.:,ve them ornamented by artisans of their own choice. Half.imperial, 
cloth, l,2 12s. (,J. 

DAVIDSON (ELLIS A.)-
PRETTY ARTS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF 

LEISURE HOU RS. A Book for Ladies. With Illustrations. Demy 8vo, 6s. 

THE AMATEUR HOUSE CARPENTER: a Guide in 
Building. Making, and Repairing. With numerous Illustrations, dr:iwn on Wood 
by the Author. .Royal 8vo, 1os. 6d. 

DAVISON (THE MISSES)-
TRIQUETI MARBLES IN THE ALBERT MEMORIAL 

CHAPEL, WINDSOR. A Series of Photographs. Dedicated by express per­
mission to Her Majesty the (Jucen. The \Vork con:,.i!'-ts of 117 Photo~raphs, with 
descriptive Lt:tterprt:ss., mounted on ♦9 sheet~ of c.a.n.lboa.rd, h.alf-imp..:ria.1. PrlCo 
£,10 105, 

DE COIN (CULONEL ROBERT L.)-
HISTORY ANO CULTIVATION OF COTTON AND 

TOBACCO. Post 8vo, cloth, 9s. 
DE KONINCK (L. L.) ,111d DIETZ (£.)-

PRACTICAL MANUAL OF CHEMICAL ASSAYING, 
as applied to the :\[:rnufacturc of lr1'n from its Ores, and to C:tSt Iron, \Vrought 
Iron, and Stcd, a:-. found in Cummcn::e. LJiteJ, with notes, b)· J.:.out::RT ltlALLliT. 
Post 8\·o, ck,th, 6s. 

DE PO.I/AR (THE DUKE)-

FASHION AND PASSION; or, Life in Mayfair. New 
Edition. Crown 8\'0, ls. 

THE HEIR TO THE CROWN. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 
DE HlOR.US (DARON HENRY)-

ENGLAN D'S POLICY IN THE EAST. An Account of 
the Policy and I ntcrest of Engbnd in the Ea~tcrn Question. a~ compared with 
tlio!'>e of the other European Pu\Vcrs. Sixth Editivn. To this Edition has been 
added the Tripartite Treaty of 1856, a.n<l the Black ~ea Treaty of 1871. 
Sixth EJition. Demy 8vo, ss. 

DE IVOR.1/S (DARON HENRY) Conlin,ud-

THE AUSTRO • HUNGARIAN EMPIRE: A Poli-
ticn1 Sketch of Men and 1-.:vents !>ince 1868. Rc\'i!1>cd and Corrected, with an 
Additional Chapter on the Present Crisis in the J::.3.$t, \\'ith .Maps. !)econd 
.E.<lition. Demy 80.·o, cloth, QS, 

DICKENS (CHARLES)-Ste pages 19-22. 

DYCE'S COLLECTION. A Catalogue of Printed Books and 
Manuscripts bequeathed by the REV. ALEXANDER DYCE to the South Kensington 
)luseum. 2 vvl!t, .Royal 8vo, half•morocco, 14s. 

A Collection of Paintings, Miniatures, Drawings, Engravings, 
Rin,::s, and Miscellaneous Objects, bequeathed by the Re\·, ALiiXANVER D\"c& 
to the South Ken!-ingtun Mu,..c.1111, Royal 8vo, half-mvrocco, 7s. 

DICKENS (CI/ARLES)-Conductcd by-

ALL THE YEAR ROUND. First Series. 20 vols. 
Royal Svo, cloth, s•-6d. ea.eh. 

New Series. Vols. 1 to 22. Royal Svo, cloth, 5s. 6d. each. 
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DIXON (IV. I/E/'ll'ORT//)­
BRITISH CYPRlJS. Demy 8vo, with Frontispiece, I 5s. 

Fourth Edition. With 2 Steel and THE HOLY LAND. 
12 \\'oo<l Engravings. Post Svo, 1os. 6d. 

DRA YSON (LIFUT.-COL. A. IV.)-
THE CAUSE OF THE SUPPOSED PROPER MOTION 

OF THE FIXED STARS, w1tn other Geometrical Problems inAstronomyhithcno 
unsolved. l>emy Svo, cloth, 1os. 

THE CAUSE, DATE, AND DURATION OF THE 
I.AST GLACIAL EPOCH OF GEOLOGY, with an Investigation of a New 
ltlovemcnt of the Earth. Demr Svo, clvth, 105. 

PRACTICAL MILITARY SURVEYING AND 
SKETCHING. Fifth Edition. Post Svo, cloth, 41. 6J. 

DYCE (IVILl.l.·l.1/), R.A.-
DRA WING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 

OF DF.SICN; OR. ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF ORXAMENT. Fifty 
selected Plates. t·olio, sewed, 5s.; mounted, 18s. 

Text to Diuo. Sewed, 6d. 

ELLIOT (FRA.VCES)-
OLD COURT LIFE IN FRANCE. Third Edition. 

Demy Svo, cloth, JOS. 6d. 

THE DIARY OF AN IDLE WOMAN IN ITALY. 
Second Edition. Post Svo, cloth, 6s. 

PICTURES OF OLD ROME. New Edition. Post 8vo, 
cloth, 6s. 

ENGEL (CARL)-
A DESl~RIPTIVE ASD ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF Tin: MUSICAL JNSTRUJIIENTS in the SOUTH KENSINGTON 
MUSEL::,!, preceded by an Essay on the History of Musical Instruments. Second 
Edition. kuyal Svo, h."\lf-morocco, us. 

ESCOTT (T. H. S.)-
PILLARS OF THE EMPIRE : Short Biographical 

Sketches. Demy Svo, 1os. 6d. 

EWALD (ALEXANDER CHARLES), F.S.A.-
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF PRINCE CHARLES 

STUART, COUNT OF Al.ll..\NY, commonlr called The Young Pretender. 
Frnm the State Papers and other Sources. Author of "The Life and Times of 
Algcrnon Sydney," •• The Crown and its Advisers," &c. 2 vols. lJemy 8vo, £1 8s. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 
1676-1745. Demy Svo, 18s. 

A Political Biography, 

FALLOUX (COUNT DE),~/ t!te Frnuk Academy-

AUGUSTIN COCHIN. Translated from the French by 
Aucusn,s CRA\"EN. Large crown 8vo, 95. 

FA/\"£ (VIOLET)-

DENZIL PLACE: a Story in Verse. Crown 8vo, cloth, 8s. 
QUEEN OF THE FAIRIES (A Village Story), and other 

Poems. B)· the Author of O Denzil Place." Crown Svo, 6s. 

ANTHONY BABINGTON: a Drama. By the Author of 
"Denzil Place," "The Queen of the Fairies,,. &c. Crown 8vo, 61. 
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FEARN LEY ( IV.), late l'ri,,cipal ~/ tit, Edi11~11r_i:h re1.-,·i11<1ry Colltl{t; Aul/tbr 
of" Uct"ru 011 /Ju J:.':,;.11ni11,1ti,m (IJ /l11nt:; as,., Svund,uu "-

LESSONS IN HORSE JUDGING, A:--:D THE SUM-
MERING OF HUNTERS. With lllustrativns. Crvwn 8vo, 4s. 

FITZ-PA TRICK ( IV. 'J)-
LIFE OF CHARLES LEVER. 2 vols., dcmy 8vo. 30s. 

FLE.lfl.VG (GEORGE), F.R.C.S.-

ANIMAL PLAGUES: THEIR HISTORY, NATURE, 
AND PREVENTION. 8vo, cloth, 15s. 

HORSES AND HORSE-SHOEING: their Origin, History, 
Uses, and Abuses. 210 Engra-.·ings. S••o, cloth, £• 1s. 

PRACTICAL HORSE-SHOEING: With 37 Illustrations. 
Second J::dition, enlarged. 8vo, sewed, :is, 

RABIES AND HYDROPHODIA: THEIR HISTORY, 
NATURE, CAUSES, SYMPTO~IS, ANIJ l'REVEXl'IO!'<. With8 lllustra• 
tions. Svo, cloth, 15s. 

A MANUAL OF VETERINARY SANITARY SCIENCE 
ANO POLICE. With 33 Illustrations. • vols. Dcmy 8vo, 36s. 

FORSTER ('JOHN)-
THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with 

the'' C. D.'' Edition of his Workli. \Vith Numerous lllustr:t.lion~. 2 vols. 7So 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. A New Edition, 
uniform with the Library Edition. 1 vol. J>o~t 3vo, 10s. &I. 

THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. With Portraits 
anJ other Jllustralions. 15th Thousand. 3 vols. 6vo, clvth, £2 2s. 

A New Edition in 2 vols. Demy 8vo, uniform with the 
Illustrated Edition of Dic.:kcns's \Vorks. I, 1 Ss, 

SIR JOHN ELIOT: a Biography. With Portraits. New 
and cheaper Edition. 2 vols. Post 8vo, cloth, 14s. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH: a Biography. Cheap Edition in 
one volume. Small 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR: a Biography, 1775-1864. 
With Portraits an<l Vignettes. A New and Revised E<lition, in I vol. Dcmy 8vo, 121. 

FORTNUM (C. D. E.)-
A DESCRIPTIVE ANO ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF TIIE llRO!l:ZES OF EUROPEAN 01,f(;fN in the SOUTH KEN­
SINGTON MUSEUM, with an Introductory Nutice. Royal Bvo, half-morocco, 
,(,, 105, 

A DESCRIPTIVE AND ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
OF MAJOLICA, HISPANO-MORF.SCO, PF.RSL\l'I, DAMASCUS, ANO 
RHODJAN WARES in the SOUTH KElSSINvTON 1111,;SEUM. Royal 
8vo, ha.lf-morocco, ,l,'l. 

FRANCATELLI (C. E.)-

ROYAL CONFECTIONER: English and Foreign. A 
Practical Treatise. With Coloured Illustrations. 3rd Edition. Post 8vo, cloth, 71. 6d. 

GILLMORE (PARKER)-

PRAIRIE AND FOREST: a Description of the Game of 
North America, with personal Adventures in their pursuit. With numerous 111111-­
tration.s. 8vo, cluth, 1is. 
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HALL (SID.\'EY)-
A TRAVELLING ATLAS OF THE ENGLISH COUN-

TIES. Fifty Maps, coloured. New Edition, including the Railways, corrected 
up to the present date. Dcmy 8vo, in roan tuck, 1os. 6d. 

HANCOCK (E. CAMPBELL)-
THE Al\lATEUR POTTERY AND GLASS PAINTER. 

With D:rections for Gilding, Chasing. Burni:r-hing, Bronzing, and Ground Laying. 
Illustrated. Including Fae-similes from the Sketch-llook of N. H.J. Wi<STLA"H, 
F.S.A. With an Appendix. Demy Svo, ss. 

HILL (JI/SS G.)-
THE PLEASURES AND PROFITS OF OUR LITTLE 

POULTRY FARM. Small crown Svo, 3S-

HITCH.i!AN (FRANCIS)-
THE PUBLIC LIFE OF THE EARL OF BEACONS-

FIELD. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 32s. 

HOLDEIN-
T\VELVE HEADS AFTER HOLBEIN. Selected from 

Drawings in Her Majesty's Collection at Windsor. Reproduced in Autotypc, in 
portfolio. 36s. 

HOVELACQUE (ADEL)-
THE SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE: LINGUISTICS, 

PHll.O1.O(;Y, AND F.TY,IOLOGY. With Maps. L"ge crown Svo, cloth, SS· 
llcing th~ first volur.1c 0£ '' The Library of Conh:mporary Science.•• 

(For li.tl of otlur IVorks ef tlu sa11u S,n·,s, s,t I"&' 24.) 

HU.If PHRIS (II. D.)-

PRINCl PLES OF PERSPECTIVE. Illustrated in a 
Series of Examples. Oblong folio, half-bound, and Text Svo, cloth, f.1 u. 

7AGOR (F.)-
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, THE. With numerous Illus-

trations and a ~lap. Dcmy Svo, 16s. 

7ARRY (GENERAL)-
NAPIER (MAJ.-GEN. W. C. E.)-OUTPOST DUTY. 

Transl:itcd, with TREATISES ON J\flLITARY RECON1' AISSANCJ:: AND 
ON ROAD-Mo\KING. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, ss, 

KELLEY, M.D. (£. G.)-

THE PHILOSOPHY OF EXISTENCE.-The Reality and 
Romance of Histories. Demy 8\'0, 16s. 

KE.lfPIS (THO.l.fAS A)-
OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Four Books. 

Beautifully Illustrated Edition. Demy Svo, 16s. 

KLACZKO (.11. JULIA,\)-

TWO CHANCELLORS: PRINCE GORTCHAKOF and 
PRINCE BISMARCK. Translated by Mrs. Tait. New and cheaper edition, 6s. 

LEFEVRE (ANDRE)-
PHILOSOPHY, Historical and Critical. Translated, with 

&11 lntnxluction, by A. W. KHAN&, B.A. Large crown Svo, 71. 6d. 
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LEGGE (ALFRED OWEN)-

PIUS IX. The Story of his Life to the Restoration in 
1850, with Glimpse-s of the ?\'.ational Movement in Italy. Author of 11 Thc Growt.k 
of the Temporal Power in Italy." a vols. Dcm)' 8vo, J;, 1:zs. 

LENNOX (LORD IVILLIA.11)-

Fi\SHION THEN AND NOW. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 28s. 

LETOURNEAU (DR. CHARLES)-

BIOLOGY. Translated by William MacCall. With Illustra-
tions. Large crown 8vo, 6s. 

LUCAS (CAPTAIN)-

THE ZULUS. AND THE BRITISH FRONTIER.. 
Dern)· Svo, 16s. 

CAMP LIFE AND SPORT IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
With Episodes in Kaffir Warfare. With lllustrations. l>cmy 8vo, us. 

LYTTON (ROBERT, LORD)-

I'OETICAL WORKS-COLLECTED EDITION. Com-
1,tctc in 5 vols. 

FABI.FS J:11 SONC:. • vols. Fcap. 8vo, us. 
Ll:ULL Fcap. Svo, f,. 
THI·: \\'A!lill~.kEk. Fcap. evo, 6,. 
l'OEMS, HISTORICAL ,\NU CHARACTERISTIC. Fcap. 6s. 

A/Al.LET (DR. J. IV.)-
COTTON : THE CHEMICAL, &c., CONDITIONS OF 

ITS SUCCESSFUL CULTIVATION. Post Bvo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

M.-1 LLE T (ROBERT)-
G REA T NEAPOLITAN EARTHQUAKE OF 1857. 

Firi,l Principles of Oh~crvational S<:i~mology, ns developed in the Report to the 
J<oyal S\JCit:ty of London, of the Lxpcditivn made into tht: Interior of the Kingdora 
of !\.iplc~, to invc~tigatc the circum,tanccs of the great Earthquake of DecemLer. 
1857. Maps and numerous Illustrations. 2 vols. koral Svo, doth, £3 JS• 

AIASKELL ( IV/1.LIA.V)-
A DESCRIPTION OF THE IVORIES, ANCIENT AND 

MEL>l:EVAL, in the SOUTH KEJl;SINVJ'i•N Ml 1SEUM, with a Preface. 
\\'ith numerous l'hoto;::-ravlis and \\'oo<lcuts. koyal Svo, half-murucco, .l1 is.. 

AIAXSE (FIT:l,ll.)-
PRIN CE BISMARCK'S LETTERS. Translated from 

the German. Second Edition. Small crown Svo, clolh, 6s. 

.VAZADE (CHARI.ES DE)-
THE LIFE OF COUNT CAVOUR. Translated from 

the French. Demy Svo, 16s. 

McCOAN (J. CARLILE)-
OUR NEW PROTECTORATE. TURKEY IN ASIA: ITS 

GE0r.RAl'IIY, RAcR.~, Rf.sf,trRCF.5, ANU Gon~R:,;~1E;-;T. \Vith a Map sbowinc 
the Existing and Prvjcctcd Public \Vorks. 2 ,·uls. lar1;c crown Svo, 24s. 

MELVILLE (G. J. lt'HYTE-)-
BLACK BUT COMELY; or, The Adventures of Jane Lee. 

New and cheap Edition, in One Volume. Crown Svo, 6s. 

RIDING RECOLLECTIONS. With Illustrations by 
EDGAR G1BER1<11. Large crown Svo. Sixth Edition. us. 
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MELVILLE (G. J. IVHl'TE-)-C~ntinued. 

ROSINE. With Illustrations. Demy 8vo. Uniform with 
"Katerfclto," 16s. 

ROY'S WIFE. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. 
SISTER LOUISE; or, The Story of a Woman's Repentance. 

\Vith Illustrations by 1'l1R1 ... ~ Kl!RSS. l>cmy Svo, 16s. 

KA TERFEL TO : A Story of Exmoor. With 12 Illustrations 
by CoLO~EL H. HOPE CREALOC~B. Fourth E<lllion. Large crown, 8s. 

(For Cluap Editi,ms c/ otl,,r Works, su P"C' 25.) 

MEREDITH (GEONGE)-
.MODERN LOVE, AND POEl\lS OF THE ENGLISH 

1{O.\DSIDE, with Poems and llallads. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 6s. 

MOLESWORTH (IV. NASSAU)-
HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE YEAR 1830 

TO THE RF.SIG!IIATION OF THE GLADSTONE J\IINISTR\'. 
A Cheap Edition, carefully revised, and CMricd up to March, 187,f. 3 vols. 

crown 8\·o, 1Ss. 
A School Edition. Post Svo, 7s. 6d . 

.ll/ONTAGU (THE RIGHT HON. LORD ROllERT, M.P.)­
FOREIGN POLICY: ENGLAND AND THE EASTERN 

QUESTIO!II. Second Edition. D<my 6vo, ,.._ 

AlORLEY (IIE.\'Rl')-
ENGLISH WRITERS. Vol. I. Part I. THE CELTS 

A:-.;() A!IIGLO-SAXONS. With an Introductory Sketch of th• Four Pcrio<ls of 
En~lish Li1craturc. l'art II. FRUM THI:: LO!\IJLEST TO LHAIJLl::R. 
(Making • vols.) Svo, cloth, £1 ,s. 

•. * Each Part is indexed ~p:uatdy. The Two Parts complete the account o( 
English Literature during the Pniod of the Formativn of the Langua~e, or of 
TttK \VklThKS UEl'ON.R CHAL:(EK, 

Vol. II. Part I. FROM CHAUCER TO DUNBAR. 
8vo, cloth. J 2s. 

TABLES OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Containing 
20 Ch:uts. Second Edition. with Index. Royal 410, doth, n~. 

Jn Three }'ans. Parts I. and JI., containing Three <.:hares, c.:ich JS. 6d. 
Jlart 111., containing 14 Charts, 7s. l)irl 111. also kept in Sections, 1, 2, a.nd 51 

u. 6d. each; J and• together, 3s.. • • • The Charts. sold separately. 

MORLEY (JOHA')-

DIDEROT AND THE ENCYCLOP.tEDISTS. 2 Vols. 
dcmy 8vo, 26s. 

CRITICAL .MISCELLANIES. Second Series. France 
in the Eighteenth Ccntury-Rolx:spierre-Turgot-lleath of Mr. lllill-Mr. lllill 
on Rcligion-011 !'ovular Cuhurc-Mac:,uby. l.Jcmy ~\·o, cloth, 14s. 

CRITICAL MISCELLANIES. First Series. Demy 8vo, 14s. 

NEW UNIFORM EDITION. 
VOLTAIRE. Large crown 8vo, 6s. 
ROUSSEAU. Large crown 8vo, 9s. 
CRITICAL MISCELLANIES. First Series. Large crown 

ho, 6s. 
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MORLEY ('JOHN)-Co11ti1111cd. 
CRITICAL .MISCELLANIES. Second Series. [bt1hL Pmr. 

DIDEROT AND THE ENCYCLOP .-EDISTS. Large 
crvwn Svo, 12s. 

ON COMl'ROJ\IISE. New Edition. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 
STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL EDUCATION. Third 

Edition. 8vo, clvth, 3s. 

MORRIS (.If. O'CO.\"NOR)-
HlBERNlCA YENATICA. With Portraits of the J\far-

chioncss of \\'atcrfor<l, the Marchione~, of Ormonde, Lady Randolph Churchill, 
Hvn. l\1 rs. J\I alone, ~\I iss l'c:r:,:..c (vf )loyodc (..:~tit:), Mrs. Stewart Duckett, .wd. 
?tli!ts Myra \Vat!)on. Large crown s,·o, 1ijs. 

TRIVIATA; or, Cross Road Chronicles of Pass:igeA in 
lri~h Hunting History c!uring the sea.son of 1875-76. With Illustrations. Larie 
crown Svo, 16s. 

MURPHY ('J. At.)-

RAM BLES IN NORTH-WEST AMERICA. With 
Frontispiece and Map. 16s. 

NEWTON (E. TULLEl', F.G.S.)-Assisf.inf-Nafuralisf H.M. G,,lo,,;ical 
Sur..'ty-

THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF 
A CAT, JJUCK, ANO COIH'ISH, being a Catalogue with Comparative lJe­
,cripLiun:; arrangcc.1 in a Tabular Funn. lJculy S,·o, cJvLh, 3s. 

O'CONNELL (JIRS. MORGAN 'JOHN)-

CHARLES BIANCONI. A Biography. 
By his Daughter. Wi1h lllu,irations. Dcmy 8vo, ,os. 6d. 

OLIVER (PROFESSOR), F.R.S., &c.-

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL NATURAL 
OROERS OF THE Vf.(;1·:TAHJ.E KINGDOM, PREPARED FOR THE 
SUENCJ:: A'.'sO ART l.>El'.\lff)IJ::NT, SOUTH KENSIN0TON. Oblon& 
8vu, with 109 Plates. Price, plain, 16s. : colourcJ, .£1 6s. 

OZANNE (I. W.)-

THREE YEARS IN ROUMANIA. Large crown Svo, 
7s. 6d. 

PIERCE (GILBERT A.)-

THE DICKENS DICTIONARY: a Key to the Characters 
and Principal Jnciclcnts in the Tales of Charles DlCkcns. With AdJiLions by 
WILLIAM A. WttRitLRK. Large crown Svo, 10.;.6d. 

PIM (B.) and SEE.I/AN (B.)-
DOTTINGS ON THE ROADSIDE IN PANAMA, 

NICARAGUA, AND l\lOSQUITO. With Plates and Maps. Svo, cloth, 18s. 

POLLEN (J. H.)-
AN CIENT AND MODERN FURNITURE AND 

WOODWORK IN THE SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. With an 
lotroduction, and Illustrated with numerou> Coloured Photo11r.-plu and Woodcuts. 
Royal 8vo, ha.lf-morocco, .[, 1 JS 
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POLLOK (LIEUT.-COLONEL)-
SPORT IN BRITISH BURMAH, ASSAJ\I, AND THE 

CASSY AH AND JYNTIAH HILLS. With Notes of Sport in the Hilly Dis­
tricts of the Northern Division, P.ladras Presidency. ~ vols. Dcmy &vo, with 
lllustrations and • lllaps. •4s. 

POYNTER (E. 7,), .R.A.-

TEN LECTURES ON ART. Large crown Svo. 9s. 
P.RINSEP {VAL), A . .R.A.-

IMPERIAL INDIA. Containing numerous Illustrations 
and Maps made durini:: a Tour to the Courts of the Principal Rajahs and Princes 
or India.. Sc.cou<l Edition. Dcmy Svo, 21s. 

PUCKETT (.R. CAMPBELL)-Htad-M,,sler of flu B,1/h School of Arl­

SCIOGRAPHY; or, Radial Projection of Shadows. New 
Edition. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s. 

RANKEN (IV. JI. L.)-

THE DOMINION OF AUSTRALIA. An Account of 
ilS Foundations. Post Svo, cloth, 12s. 

REDG.RAVE (RICHA.RD)-
MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLOUR. 24mo, 

cloth, od. 

REDGRAVE (SAJ/UEL)-

A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF THE HIS­
ToR1cAL COLLECTION OF WATER-COLOUR PAINTl!sGS IN THE 
SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. With an Introductory Notice by SAMUKL 
REOGW.A\·e. \Vith numerous Chromo-lithogra.phs and other Illustrations. Publ~hcd 
for the Science and Art Dcpanment of the Commiuc:e of Council on Education. 
Royal Svo, .l 1 1s. 

RIDGE (D.R. BENJAMIN)-

OURSELVES, OUR FOOD, AND OUR PHYSIC. 
Twelfth Edition. Fcap. s,·o, cloth, 1s. 6d. 

ROBINSON (C. E.)-
THE CRUISE OF THE WIDGEON: 700 Miles in 

a Ten.Ton Yawl, from Swannge to Hamburg, through the Dutch Canals and the 
Zuyder Zee, German Oce:m, and the River .Elbe. \\'ith 4 lllu:,trations, dra~·o oo 
WooJ, by the Author. Second Edition. Large crown Svo, 9s. 

ROBINSON (J. C.)-

IT ALIAN SCULPTURE OF THE MIDDLE AGES 
AND PERIOD OF THE REVIVAL OF ART. A d"criptivc Catalogue of 
that Section of the South Kensington Museum compri-.in;; an Account of the 
Acqui~itions from the Glgli and Ca.mp.:ma Cullc:ctions. \Vith :io Engta\·ings. Royal 
8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

ROBSON (GEO.RGE)-

ELEMENT ARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Illus-
trated by a De•ign for an Entrance, Lodge, and Gate. 15 Plates. Oblong folio, 
sewed, 8s. 

J.'OBSON (.REV. J. H., ./If.A., LL.M.)-lale Foundation Scl,o/ar of D()'Wt1it1g 
Culltgt, Cambridge-

AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA. 
Post Svo, 6s. 
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ROCK (TIIE VERY REV. CANO.V, D.D.)-
ON TEXTILE FABRICS. A Descriptive and Illustrated 

Cat:1log,1c cf the Collection of Church Vc~tmen1-., Dresses, Silk Stuffs, N ccdlcwork. 
and Tape..,trics in the South Kcru.ington Museum. Hoyal 8vo, half-morocco, 
£,t IIS. 6<1. 

ROWLAND (ART/ll'R)-

FARMJNG FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT. Edited 
by \\'11.I.I.-\M Ant.F.TT. 

Vol. 1.-IJ.\IRY-FARMING, MANAGEMENT OF COWS, &c. Large 
crown 8\'o, 5"-

Vol. II. --P< •ULTRY-KF.F.PING. Large crown 8vo, s•-
Yol. 111.-TREE-PLANTJNG, for Ornamentation or Profit. Suitable to every 

soil and situation. Large crown 8vo, ss.. 

SALUSBURY (Pl-1/l.lP H. B.)-Litul. ul Royal Clwltire L~![hl ln.f.znlry­

T\VO :MONTHS WITH TCHERNAIEFF IN SERVIA. 
Large crown Svo, QS. 

SC/1.lf/D (HEN.I/AN) a11d STIELER (KARL)-

BAVARIAN HIGHLANDS (THE) AND THE SALZ-
KAMM ERGUT. Pro(u,;;,cly illu!-trated by G. Ctoss, W. DIEZ, A. VON RAr.tn,:RG, 
K. RAt:I', f. G. STP:F"FAS, F. VoLT\', J. \VATTl-:R, an<l others. \Vith an Account 
of the llaLits and Manners of the Hunters, Poacht:rs, auJ Pc.isautry of these 
Di,tricts. Super-royal 4to, cloth, f.1 5s. 

SHIRREFF (E.11/LY)-

A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF FRIEDRICH 
FR°oHF.L, to;:ether with a Notice of MAoA"" \'OM llfARKNHOLTZ Buww's 
Personal kecollections of F. FNUDEL. Crown Svo, sewn, is. 

SHUTE (ANNA CLARA)-

P0STHU1\10US POEMS. Crown Svo, cloth, 8s. 
SKERTC/JLY (7. A.)-

DAHOMEY AS IT IS: being a Narrative of Eight 
Months' Residence in that Country, with a Full Account of the Notorious Annual 
Customs, and the Social and Rdibious Institutions of the Ffons. With Illustra­
tions. 8"o, cloth, f.1 ,s. 

SMITH (GOI.D11"1.V)-

THE POLITICAL DESTINY OF CANADA. Crown 
Svo, 5s. 

SMIT/IAND (.1/.·IRIAN)-First-Cl,w Dipl,1mit from National Training 
School, South Kmsington-

COO KER Y FOR THE ARTIZAN AND OTHERS: 
being a Selection of over Two Hundred Useful Receipts. Sewed, u. 

SPALDING (CAPTAIN)-

KHIVA AND TURKESTAN, translated from the Russian, 
with Map. L·uge crown 8vo, gs. 

ST. CLAIR (S. G.B., Captainlale2ut Fusiliers)and CHARLES A. BROPHY­
TWELVE YEARS' RESIDENCE IN BULGARIA. 

Revised Edition. Demy Svo, 95• 

STORY (IV. W.)-
ROBA DI ROMA. Seventh Edition, with Additions and 

Portrait. Post 8vo, cloth, 1os. 6d. 

THE PROPORTIONS OF THE HUMAN FRAME, 
ACCORDING TO A NEW CANON. With Plates. Ro)·al Svo, cloth, ,os. 

CASTLE ST. ANGELO. Uniform with "Roba di Roma." 
With Illustrations. Urge crown Svo, 1os. 6d. 
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STRF.ETE.R (E. W.)-
PRECIOUS STONES AND GEMS. Second Edition. 

Dcmy Svo, cloth 18s.; calf. 27s. 

GOLD; OR, LEGAL REGULATIONS FOR THIS 
lllF.TAL JN DIFFERENT C0U:STRIES OF THE WORLD. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 3s. 6d. 

STUART-GLEN,VIE (JOJJ.V STUART) M.A., Barrisler-at-Law-

EL ROPE AND ASIA: DISCUSSIONS OF THE 
E \STERN QUESTIOS. In Tr,"els throu~h Independent, Turkish, and 
Austrian lllyria. \Vith a Politico-Ethnoi;:raphical .:\I ap. Dcmy Svo, qs. 

TOP/NARD (DR. PAUL)-
A:--ITHROPOLOGY. With a Preface by Professor PAUL 

HRoc.-\, Secretary or the Soci<!tC d"Anthropolo~ie, and Translated by RoBBRT 
J. H. DARTLl::TT, ltl.D. \Vith numerous llluslrations. Large crown Svo, 7,. 6d. 

TROI.LOPE (ANTHONY)-
TH E CHRONICLES OF BARSETSHIRE. A Uniform 

Edition. consi~tini:: or 8 vols., large crov.'Tl Svo, handsomely printed, each voL 
containing Frontispiece. 

THE WARDEN. 
R\KCIIESTER TOWERS. 
DK. THORNE. 

THE Sl\lALL HOUSE AT 

FKAMLEY PARSONAGE. 

ALLINGTOS. 2 \'ols. 
LAST CHRONICLE OF 

BARSET. • vols. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. A Cheap Edition 
with Maps. • vols. Small 8,·o, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

HUNTING SKETCHES. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 
TRA YELLING SKETCHES. Cloth, 3s. 6d 
CLERGYMEN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

JS· 6d. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 2 vols. Large crown Svo, with Maps. 
Fourth Edition. £• 10s. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 1 vol. Crown Svo, 6s. 
(For CIYa/ Editio11~ o/ otltn- Works, su /art 25.) 

VERO.V (F.UGENE)-
A·:STHETICS. Translated by W. H. ARMSTRONG. 

crown Bvo, 7s. 6d. 

WAL.1/Sf.EY (HUGH MULLENEUX)-

Large 

THE LIFE OF SIR JOSHUA WALMSLEY. With 
Portrait, dcmy a,·o, •••· 

WESTWOOD (7. 0.). M.A., F.L.S., &e. &e.-
A DESCRIPTIVE AND ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 

OF THE FJCTJLE IVORIES JN THE SOUTH KENSINGTON 
MUSEUM. With an Account of the Continental Collections of Classical &Dd 
Mcdia:val Ivories. Royal 8vo, half,morocco, £• ,fS. 

WHEFLER (G. P.)-
VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. A Chronicle of 

H.R.H."s Journeyings in India, Ceylon Spain, and Portu&al. Lar&• crown 8-ro, •• 
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WHITE {IVALTER)-

HOL!DAYS IN TYROL: Kufstein, Klobenstein, and 
Panen~ggio. Large crown Svo, 14s. 

:MONTH IN YORK.SHIRE. Post 8vo. With a :Map. 
Fifth edition. .fS. 

LONDONER'S WALK TO THE LAND'S END, AND 
ATRIPTOTJH:SCILLYISLES. PostSvo. With4Maps. Third Edition. 4s. 

WORNU.11 (R. N.)-

HOLBEIN (HANS)-LIFE. With Portrait and Illustra-
tions. Imperial Svo, cloth, /.,1 11s. 6<l. 

THE EPOCHS OF PAINTING. A Biographical and 
Criti..:al Essay on Paintin~ and Painters of all Times and many Places. \\'lth 
numcrou:; Illustration:;. Dcmy 8n:,, doth, £1. 

ANALYSTS OF ORN:\l\lENT: THE CHARACTER-
1sT1cs OF STYLES. An lntrodncti,m to the Study of 1he lli~toryof Orna.mcnta.l 
Art. \Vith many lllw,trations. !:iixth Edition. Royal 8vo, cloth, 8s. 

WYON (F. IV.)-
HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN DURING THE 

REIGN OF QUEEN ANNE. • vols. Demy Svo, f., ,a. 

YOUNGE (C. D.)-
PARALLEL LIVES OF ANCIENT AND MODERN 

HEROES. New Edition. tomo, cloth, ◄S, 6J. 

AUSTRALIAN MEAT: RECIPES FOR COOKING AUS-
TRALIAN J\IEAT, with Directions for Preparing Sauces suitable for the same. 
By a Cook. nmo, sewed, 9d. 

OFFICIAL HANDBOOK FOR THE NATIONAL TRAIN-
ING SCHOOL FOR COOKERY. Containing Les.sons on Cookery: forming 
the Course of Instruction in the School. \\'ith List of Utensil~ Neccs~ry, and 
Lessons on Cleaning Utensils. (;ompiled by u R. O. l:." Large crown 8vo. 
Fourth Edltion, 8s. 

CEYLON: being a General Description of the Island, Historical, 
Phyr.ic31, Statistic:tl. Containing the most Recent Information. With Map. By 
an Officer, late of the Ccyl.:,n Rillcs. • vols. Dcmy Svo, l.1 Ss. 

COLONIAL EXPERIENCES ; or, Incidents and Reminiscences 
of Thirty-four Yean in New Zealand. By an Old Colonist. With a .Map. 
Crown Svo, SL 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING-BOOK. Directions for Intro-
ducing the First Steps of Elementary Drawing in Schools and among Workmen, 
Small 410, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.-First Series, May, 1865, to Dec. 
1866. 6 •ols. Cloth, , 3s. each, 

New Series, 1867 to 1872. In Half-yearly Volumes. Cloth, 
131. each. 

From January, 1873, to June 30, 1879, in Half-yearly 
Volumes. Cloth, 16s. each. 
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16 BOOKS PUBL/SIIED BY 

HOME LIFE. A Handbook and Elementary Instruction, 
containini Practical Suggestions addres~cd to Manai:crs and Teachers of 
Schools. mtcndcJ to shvw hflw the underlying principles of Home Duties or 
Vomc~tic Economy m.1.)' be the basis of National Primary Instruction. Crown 
8vo, 3s. 

PAST DAYS IN INDIA; or, Sporting Reminiscences of the 
Valley of the Saone and the Basin of Singrowlee. By a late C1.:STO>ts 0n1csa, 
N. \V. Provinces, l ndia. Post Svo, 1os. 6J. 

SHOOTING ADVENTURES, CANINE LORE, AND SEA-
FtsH1NG TRIPS. lly "W1LDFOWLER," "SsArSHoT:• 2 vols. Large crown 
8vo, 21s. 

SHOOTING, YACHTING, AND SEA-FISHING TRIPS, 
at Home and on the Continent. Second Series. By ,. \VJLDFOWLBR,' 1 H SNAP· 
SHOT." 2 vols., crown 8Yo, J;: ts. 

SHOOTING AND FISHING TRIPS IN ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, ALSACE, BELGIUM. HOLLAND, AND BAVARIA. By "W1Lo­
vowLER,0

' tt SsArsHoT." New Edition, with Illustrations. Large crown 8vo, Ss. 

UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE OF BOOKS ON ART. Com-
piled for the use of the National Art Library, and the Schools o( Art in the United 
Kingdom. In 2 vols. Crown 4to, half-morocco, £2 2s 

SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM SCIENCE AND ART 
HANDBOOKS. 

Published for the Committee of Coundl 011 Education. 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS IN SPAIN. By JUAN F. RIAN0. 
llluMratcd. Large crown 8vo, 4s. 

GLASS. By ALEXANDER NESBITT. Illustrated. Large crown 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 

GOLD AND SILVER SMITHS' WORK. By Jomr HuNGER-
FoRo PoLLEN. \Vith numerous \Voodcuts. Large crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

TAPESTRY. By ALFRED CHA!IIPEAUX. With Woodcuts. 2s. 6d. 
:BRONZES. By C. DRURY E. FoRTNUM, F.S.A. With numerous 

Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

PLAIN WORDS ABOUT WATER. By A. H. CHURCH, M.A., 
Oxon. Large crown Svo, sewed, 6d. 

ANIMAL PRODUCTS: their Preparation, Commercial Uses 
and Value. By T. L. S"tMONDS. Large crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

FOOD : A Short Account of the Sources, Constituents, and 
Uses or Food; intended chiefly as a Guide to the Food Collection in the Bethnal 
Green Museum. lly A. H. CHURCH, M.A., 0xon. Large crown 8vo, Ji. 

SCIENCE CONFERENCES. Delivered at the South Ken-
sington )fuscum. Crown 8vo, 2 vols., 6s.. each. 

Vot.. !.-Physics and lllechanics. 
VoL. 11.-Chemistry, Biology, Physical Geography, Geology, Mineralogy, and 

Meteorology. 
ECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY. By ANDREW MURRAY, F.L.S., 

APTKRA. With numerous Illustrations. Lar&c crown 8vo, -,s. 6d. 
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SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM SCIENCE & ART HANDBOOKS-Co11ti1oud. 
HANDBOOK TO THE SPECIAL LOAN COLLECTION 

of Scientific Apparatus. Large crown 8vo, JS. 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARTS: Historical Sketches. With 242 
Illustrations. Dcmy Svo, 7s. 6d. 

TEXTILE FABRICS. By the Very Rev. DANIEL RocK, D.D. 
Wlth numerous \V oodcuts. Large crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

IVORIES : ANCIENT AND MEDI.t'EVAL By WILLIAM 
?tlASKRLL. \Vith numerous Woodcuts. Large crown Svo, 25, 6d. 

ANCIENT & MODERN FURNITURE & WOODWORK. 
By JnHN Hc:-.GERFORD PoLLKN. \\'ith numerous Woodcuts. Urge crown Svo, 
25. 6d. 

MAIOLICA. By c. DRURY E. FORTNUM, F.S.A. With 
numerous \Voodcuts. Lvgc crown Svo, 2s. 6J. 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. By CARL ENGEL. With numerous 
Woodcuts. Large crown Bvo, 2s. 6J. 

MANUAL OF DESIGN, compiled from the Writings and 
Addre- of RtntAMIJ RRDGRA\"R, R.A. By GtLUl!RT R. RaDGR.AVI<. With 
\Voodcuts. Large crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

PERSIAN ART. By MAJOR R. MURDOCK SMITH, R.E. With 
Additional Illustrations. [/n tlu Prns. 

FREE EVENING LECTURES. Delivered in connection with 
the Special Lo,n Collection or·Scicntific Apparatus, 1876, Large crown Bvo, 8s. 

CARL YLE'S (THOMAS) WORKS. 
LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE. 

Handsomely printed In 84. vole, Demy 8vo, cloth, £13. 

SARTOR RESARTUS. The Life and Opinions of Herr 
Teufelsdrockh. With a Portrait, 7s. 6d. 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. A History. 3 vols., each 9s. 

LIFE OF FREDERICK SCHILLER AND EXAMINATION 
OF HIS WORKS. With Supplement of 1872. Portrait and Plates, 9s. The Supple­
ment sr/Mrnle'ly, ::?S. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. With Portrait. 
6 vols., each 9s. 

ON HEROES, HERO WORSHIP, AND THE HEROIC 
IN HISTORY. 7s. 6d. 

PAST AND PRESENT. 9s. 

OLIVER CROMWELL'S LETTERS AND SPEECHES. With 
Portraits. S vols., each QS. 

B 
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CARLYLE'S (THOMAS) WORKS-ContiHwrd. 

LAITER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 9s. 

LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. With Portrait, 9s. 

HISTORY OF FREDERICK THE SECOND. 10 vols., 
each 9s. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM THE GERMAN. 3 vols., each 9s. 

GENERAL INDEX TO THE LIBRARY EDITION. 8vo, 
clo1h, 6s. 

EARLY KINGS OF NORWAY: also AN ESSAY ON THE 
PORTRAITS OF JOHN KNOX. Crown 8vo, with Portrai1 lllustrations, 7s. 6d. 

CHEAP AND UNIFORM EDITION. 
In 23 vols., Crmon 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION: 
A History. 2 ,·ols., 12s. 

OLIVER CRO:\IWELL'S LET­
TERS AND SPEECHES, with Eluci­
dations, &c. 3 vols., 16s. 

LIVES OF SCHILLER AND 
JOHN STERLl:-.'G. , vol., 6s. 

CRITICAL AND MISCELLA­
NEOUS ESSA \'S. 4 vols., £, 4s. 

SARTOR RESARTUS AND 
LECTURES ON HEROES. , vol., 6s. 

.LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 
, vol., 6s. 

Srn, c/.otlt:, £7 s,. 
CIIARTISM AN'D PAST AND 

PRESENT. , vol., 6s. 

TRANS LA TI ONS FRO~! THE 
GERJIIAN OF MUS,EUS, TIECK, 
AND RICHTER. , vol., 6s. 

WILHELM MEISTER, by Gothe. 
A Translation. 2 vols., 12s. 

HISTORY OF FRIEDRICH THE 
SECOND, calk-d Frederick the Great 
Vols. I. and 11., containing Part I.­
" Friedrich till his Accession." 14s. 
Vols. Ill. and IV., containing- Part 11.­
"The 1-"irst Two Sile~ian Wars." 14s . 
Vols. V., VI., Vil., completing the 
Work,£, zs. 

PEOPLE'S EDITION. 
/11 37 vols., small Cro·wn 8-vo. Price zs. each t•ol., 6ou,rd in cloth; or in sets of 

37 vols. in r8, cloth gilt, for £.J r-,s. 

SARTOR RESARTUS. 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. 3 vols. 
LIFE OF JOHN STERLING. 
OLIVER CROMWELL'S LET-

TERS AND SPEECHES. 5 vols. 

ON HEROES AND HERO 
WORSHIP. 

PAST AND PRESENT. 
CRITICAL AND MISCELLA­

• NEOUS ESSAYS. 7 vols. 

LATTER-DAY PAMPHLETS. 

LIFE OF SCHILLER. 
FREDERICK THE GREAT. 10 

vols. 

WILHELM MEISTER. 3 vols. 

TRANSLATIONS FROM MU­
SiEUS, TIECK, AND RICHTER. 
2 vols. ! 

THE EARLY KINGS OF NOR-
w AV ; also an F.<say on the Portraits 
of John Knox, with Illustrations. Small 
crown Svo. nound up with the 
intti~:.~d &1ni!"orm wiLh the "People•• 
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DICKENS'S (CHARLES) WORKS. 
ORIGINAL EDITIONS. 

Jn Dany 8vo. 

THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD. With Illustrations 
by S. L. t'ildes, and a Portrait engraved by !faker. Cloth, 7s. 6d, 

OUR MUTUAL FRIEND. With Forty Illustrations by Marcus 
Stone. Cloth, £ 1 1 s. • 

THE PICKWICK PAPERS. With Forty-three Illustrations 
by Seymour and Phiz. Cloth, £1 u. . 

NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 
Cloth, /,1 IS. 

SKETCHES BY " BOZ." \Vith Forty Illustrations by George 
Cruikshank. Cloth, £ 1 IS, 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 
Cloth, £1 1s. 

DOMBEY AND SON. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 
Cloth, £1 1s. 

DAVID COPPERFIELD. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. 
Cloth, £1 IS, 

BLEAK HOUSE. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. Cloth, 
£1 IS. 

LITTLE DORRIT. With Forty Illustrations by Phiz. Cloth, 
I.• 1$, 

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP. With Seventy-five Illus-
trations by George Cattennolc aod H.K.. Browne. A New Edition. Uniform with 
the other volum~s, k, u. 

BARNABY RUDGE: a Tale of the Riots of 'Eighty. With 
Seventy-eight Illustrations by G. C.ttcrmule and H. K. Drowne. Unifurm with the 
other volumes, k 1 is. 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS : Containing-The Christmas Carol ; 
The Cricket on the Hearth; The Chimes; The Baule of Life; The Haunted Hou'<', 
With all the original Illustrations. <..:Ioth, 1as. 

OLIVER TWIST and TALE OF TWO CITIES. In one 
volume. Cloth, l.1 11. 

OLIVER TWIST. Separately. With Twenty-four Illustrations 
by George Cruikshank. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES. Separately. With Sixteen Illus-
tration, by Phiz. Cloth, gs. 

• • • Tiu remainder of Dickms's Works wtrt no/ mgifltJ!ly printed in D,my 8t·o. 
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DICKENS'S (CHARL'ES) WORKS-C""/i.,,...J, 

LIBRARY EDITION. 
/11 Pos/ 9vo. JVilk flu Original Jllus/ralions, .JO ~•ols., clofk, £rz. 

•· d. 
PICKWICK PAPERS . . .. 43 Illustrns., 2 vols. 16 o 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY .. 39 2 vols. 16 o 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT .. 40 2 vols. 16 o 
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP and REPRINTED PIECES 36 • ,·ols, 16 o 
BARNABY RUDGE and HARD TIMES.. .. 36 2 vols. .. 16 o 
BLEAK HOUSE . . . . 40 2 vols, 16 o 
LITTLE DORR IT .. 40 2 vols. . . 16 o 
DOM BEY AND SON .. .. 38 2 vols. 16 o 
DAVID COPPERFIELD .. 38 2vols. 16 o 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND .. 40 2 vols. 16 o 
SKETCHES BY "BOZ" .. 39 1 vol. 8 o 
OLIVER TWIST . . . . 24 1 ,•ol. 8 o 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS . . . . 17 1 vol. 8 o 
A TALE OF TWO CITIES .. 16 1 vol. 8 o 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS .. 8 1 vol. 8 o 
P!Cl'URES FROM ITALY ru,d AMERICAN NOTES 8 1 vol. 8 o 
UNCOJ\IJ\IERCIAL TRAVELLER .. 8 1 vol. 8 o 
CHILD'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND 8 1 vol. 8 o 
EDWIN DROOD and MISCELLANIES.. .. 12 1 vol. 8 o 
CHRISTMAS STORIES from" Household Words," &c .. 14 ,. 1 vol. 8 o 
THE LU'E OF CHARLES DICKENS. By Joirn FoRsTP.R. A New Edition, With 

Illustrations. Uniform with the Library Edition, post Svo, of his Works. In one vol. 10&. 6d, 

THE " CHARLES DICKENS" EDITION. 
/11 Crown 8'1:o. /11 :u vols., cloflz, wiflz J//11strafio11s, £.J 91. 6d, 

PICKWICK PAPERS .. 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT 
DOI\IBEY AND SON .. 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY 
DAVID COPPERFIELD 
BLEAK HOUSE .. 
LITTLE DORRIT 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND 
BARNABY RUDGE 
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP 
A CHILD'S HISTORY OF ENGl.AND .. 
EDWIN DROOD and OTHER STORIES 
CHRISTMAS STORIES, from "Household Words" 
TALE OF TWO CITIES 
SKETCHES BY "BOZ" 
AMERICAN NOTES and REPRINTED PIECES 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS .. 
OLIVER TWIST .. 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
HARD TIMES and PICTURES FROJ-1 ITALY 

8 Illustrations .. 
8 
8 

.. 8 

.. 8 
8 
8 
8 

.. 8 
8 

.. 4 

.. 8 
8 
8 
8 

.. 8 
8 

.. 8 

.. 8 

.. 8 

•· d. 
3 6 

1 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 6 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

3 0 

UNCOMl\fERCIAL TRAVELLER .. 4 ,. 3 o 
THE LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS. Uniform with this Edition, with Numerous 

lllustratiom. 2 vols. 3s, 6d. each. 
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DICKENS'S (CHARLES) WORKS-Coi,/i,u-,d. 

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION. 

Cqmpltle in ,JO V()/umes. Demy 8v(), ros. eacll; or sel, £r;. 

This Edition is printed on a finer paper and in a larger type than has been 
employed in any previous edition. The type has been cast especially for it, and 
the page is of a size to admit of the introduction of all the original illustrations. 

No such attractive issue has been made of the writings of Mr. Dickens. 
which, various as have been the forms of publication a<lapted to the demands 
of an ever wiJely-increasing popularity, have never yet been worthily presented 
in a really handsome library form. 

The collection comprises all the minor writings it was Mr. Dickens's wish 
to preserve. 

SKETCHES BY "BOZ." With 40 Illustrations by Geor&e Cruikshank. 

PICK WICK PAPERS. 2 vols. With 42 Illustrations by Phiz. 

OLIVER TWIST. With 24 Illustrations by Cruikshank. 

NICHOLAS NICKLE BY. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP and REPRINTED PIECES. 2 vols. Witl• Illustrations by 
Cattcrmolc, &c. 

BARNABY RUDGE and HARD TII\IES. 2 vols. With Illustrations by Cattermole, &c. 

MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by PhiL 

AMERICAN NOTES and PICTURES FROM ITAI.Y. 1 vol. With 8 Illustrations. 

DOMBEY AND SON. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

DAVID COPPERFIELD. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Pbiz. 

BLEAK HOUSE. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

LITTLE DORRIT. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Phiz. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES. With 16 Illustrations by Phiz. 

THE.UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER. With 8 Illustrations by l\larcus Stone. 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS. With 8 Illustrations by Marcus Stone. 

OUR )IUTUAL FRIEND. 2 vols. With 40 Illustrations by Marcus Stone. 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS. With 17 Illustrations by Sir Edwin Landseer, R.A., Mac:liw, 
R.A., &c. &c. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. With 8 Illustrations by Marcus Stone. 

CHRISTMAS STORIES. (From" Household Words" and" All the Year Round.0') Wit~ 
14 Jllu,tratlons. 

EDWIN DROOD AND OTHER STORIES. With u Illustrations by S. L. F"&IJes. 
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DICKENS'S (CHARLES) WORKS-Con/i,ru,d­

HOUSEl::IOLD EDITION. 
In CrQWn ,flo vol.r. 

21 Volumes completed. 
OLlVER TWIST, with 28 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, rs. 9d. 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT, with 59 Illustrations, cloth, 4s. ; paper, 3s. 
DAVID COPPERFIELD, with 6o Illustrations and a Portrait, cloth, 4s.; papa, 3s. 
BLEAK HOUSE, with 61 Illustrations, cloth, 4s. ; paper, 3s. 
LITTLE DORR IT, with 58 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper, 3s. 
PICK WICK PAPERS, with 56 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper, 3s. 
BARNABY RUDGE, with 46 Illustrations, doth, 4s.; paper, 3s. 
A TALE OF TWO CITIES, with 25 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d. ; paper, rs. 9'1. 
OUR IIIUTUAL FRIEND, with 58 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper, JS. 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY, with 59 Illustrations, cloth, 45.; paper, 3s. 
GREAT EXPECl'ATIONS, with 26 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, 1s. 9d. 
OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, with 39 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper, 3s. 
SKETCHES BY "BOZ," with 36 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, rs. 9d. 
HARD TI Ill ES, with 20 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. ; paper, ts. 6d. 
DO~IBEY AND SON, with 61 Illustrations, cloth, 45.; paper, 3s. 
UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER, with 26 lllustra1ions, cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, u. gd. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS, with 28 Illustrations, cloth, 20. 6d.; sewed, rs. gd. 
THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, with 15 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6d.; paper, u. gd. 
AMERICAN NOTES and PICl'URES FROM ITALY, with ,8 New lllustratioDJ, cloth, 

2s. 6d. ; paper, 1s. 9d. 
EDWIN DROOD; REPRINTED PIECES; and other STORIES, with JO lllustrations, 

cloth, .,s.; paper, 3s. 
CHRISTMAS STORIES, with 23 Illustrations, cloth, 4s.; paper 3s. 
THE LIFE OF DICKENS. By JOHN FoRsTBR. In N<1t,,,,,ber. 

Messrs. CHAPMAN & HALL trust that by this Edition they will be enabled 
to place the works of the most popular British Author of the present day in 
the hands of all English readers. 

PEOPLE'S EDITION. 
PICKWICK PAPERS. In Boards. Illustrated. :,s. 
SKETCHES BY BOZ. In Boards. Illustrated. 2s. 
OLIVER TWIST. In Boards. Illustrated. :,s. 
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY. In Boards. Illustrated . .._ 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT. In Boards. lllustrated. 2s. 

DO~lllEY AND SON. In Boards. Illustrated. ••· 

MR. DICKENS'S READINGS, 
Fcap. 8vo, St"Wtd. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL IN PROSE. IS, I STORY OF LIITLE DOMBEV. • .. 

CRICKET ON THE HEARTH. u. POOR TRAVELLER, BOOTS AT THll 
HOLLY-TREE INN, and MRS. 

CHIMES; A GOBLIN STORY. JS. GAMP. ,s. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL, with the Original Coloured Plates 
being a reprint of the Original Edition. Sma.11 8vo, red cloth, gilt edges, SS. 
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THE LIBRARY 
OP 

CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE. 

Some degree of truth has been admitted in the charge not unfrequently 
brought against the English, that they are assiduous rather than solid readers, 
They give themselves too much to the lighter forms of literature. Technical 
Science is almost exclusively restricted to its professed votaries, and, but for 
some of the Quarterlies and Monthlies, very little solid matter would come 
within the reach of the general public. 

But the circulation enjoyed by many of these very periodicals, and the 
increase of the scientific journals, may be taken for sufficient proof that a taste 
for more serious subjects of study is now growing. ln<leecl there is good reason 
to believe that if strictly scientific subjects are not more universally cultivated, 
it is mainly because they arc not rendered more accessible to the people. Such 
themes are treated either too elaborately, or in too forbidding a style, or else 
brought out in too costly a form to be easily available to all classes. 

With the view of remedying this manifold and increasing inconvenience, 
we are glad to be able to take advantage of a comprehensive project recently 
set on foot in France, emphatically the land of Popular Science. The well• 
known publishers MM. Reinwald and Co., have made satisfactory arrange• 
ments with some of the leading savants of that country to supply an exhaustive 
series of works on each and all of the sciences of the clay, treated in a style at 
once lucid, popular, and strictly methodic. 

The names of MM. P. Broca, Secretary of the Socicte d'Anthropologie; 
Ch. Martins, Montpcllier University; C. Vogt, University of Geneva; G. de 
Mortillet, Museum of Saint Germain; A. Guillemin, author of "Ciel" and 
"Phcnomenes de la Physique ;" A. Hovelacque, editor of the " Revue de 
Linguistique;" Dr. Dally, Dr. Letourneau, and mr.uy others, whose co• 
operation has already been secured, are a guarantee that their respective 
subjects will receive thorough treatment, and will in all cases be written up to 
the very latest discoveries, and kept in every respect fully abreast of the times. 

We have, on our part, been fortunate in making such further arrangements 
with some of the best writers and recognised authorities here, as will enable us 
to present the series in a thoroughly English dress to the reading public of this 
country. In so doing we feel convinced that we are taking the best means of 
supplying a want that has loq been deeply felt. 

(ovn. 
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LIBRARY OF CONTEIIIPORARY SCIENCE-Con/u,,...d-

The volumes in actual course of execution, or contemplated, will embrace 
such subjects as : 

SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE. [P116lisl,,d. 
BIOLOGY. 
ANTHROPOLOGY, 
£STHETICS. 
PHILOSOPHY. ., 
COMPARATIVE MYTHOLOGY. 
ASTRONOMY. 
PREHISTORIC ARCH£0LOGY. 
ETHNOGRAPHY. 
GEOLOGY. 
HYGIENE. 
POLITICAL ECONOIIIY. 

PHYSICAL AND COMMERCIAL 
GEOGRAPHY. 

ARCHITECTURE. 
CHEMISTRY, 
EDUCATION. 
GENERAL ANATOMY. 
ZOOLOGY. 
BOTANY. 
METEOROLOGY. 
HISTORY. 
FINANCE. 
MECHANICS. 
STATISTICS, &c. &c. 

All the volumes, while complete and so far independent in themselves, will 
be of uniform appearance, slightly varying, according to the nature of the 
subject, in bulk and in price. 

When finished they will form a Complete Collection of Standard Works of 
Reference on all the physical and mental sciences, thus fully justifying the 
general title chosen for the series-" LIBRARY OF CONTEMPORARY SCll!.NCE." 

LEVER'S (CHARLES) WORKS. 
THE ORIGINAL EDITION with THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

In 17 i•ols. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 6s. each. 

CHEAP EDITION. 
Fancy boards, 2s. 6d. 

CHARLES O'MALLEY, 
TO~! BURKE. 
THE KNIGHT OF GWYNNE, 
MARTINS OF CROMARTIN. 

THE DAL TONS. 
ROLAND CASHEL. 
DAVENPORT DUNN, 
DODD FAMILY. 

Fancy boards, 2.r. 

THE O'DONOGHUE. 
FORTUNES OF GLENCORE, 
HARRY LORREQUER. 
ONE OF THEIII. 
A DAY'S RIDE. 
J ... CK HINTON. 
BARRINGTON. 
TONY BUTLER. 
MAURICE TIERNAY. 
SIR BROOKE FOSBROOKE. 
BRAl\lLEIGHS OF BISHOP'S 

FOLLY. 

LORD KILGOBBIN. 
LUTTRELL OF ARRAN. 
RENT IN THE CLOUD and ST. 

PATRICK'S EVE. 
CON CREGAN. 
ARTHUR O'LEARY. 
THAT BOY OF NORCOTT'$, 
CORNELIUS O'DOWD. 
SIR JASPER CAREW. 
NUTS AND NUT-CRACKERS. 

Also in sets, 27 i·o!s., doth, for £4 41. 
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TROLLOPE'S (ANTHONY) WORKS. 
CHEAP EDITION. 

Boards, 21, 6d, ; dot!,, JI. 6d. 

THE PRIME MINISTER. PHINEAS RF.DUX. 
PHINEAS FINN. HE KNEW HE WAS RIGHT, 
ORLEY FAR!\!. EUSTACE DIAMONDS. 
CAN YOU FORGIVE HER? 

BNrds, :zs. ; ''"'"• JI, 
VICAR OF BULLHAMPTON. 
RALPH THE Hi,;IR. 
THE BERTRA!\IS. 
KELLYS AND O'KELLYS. 
McDERMOT OF llALLYCLORAN. 
CASTLI,; RJCH!\IOND. 
BELTON ESTATE. 
MISS MACKF.NSIE. 
LADY ANNA. 

HARRV HOTSPUR. 
RACHEL RAY. 
TALES OF ALL COUNTRIES 
MARY GRESLEY. 
LOTTA SCHMIDT. 
LA VENDEF.. 
DOCTOR THORNE 
IS HE POPJ::NJOV? 

WHYTE-MELVILLE'S WORKS. 
CHEAP EDITION. 

Cnmm Sv",fanq boards, 21. ta,!,, Qr 21. 6d. ;,, "'"'"• 

UNCLE JOHN. 
THE WHITE ROSE. 
CERISE. A Tale of the Last Century. 
BROOKES OF BRIDLEMERE. 
"BONES AND I;" or, The Skeleton at Home. 
" M., OR N." Similia Similibus Curantur. 
CONTRABAND ; or, A Losing Hazard. 
MARKET HARilOROUGH; or, How Mr. Sawyer went to 

the Shires. 

SARCHEDON. A Legend of the Great Queen. 
SONGS AND VERSES. 
SATANELLA. A Story of Punchestown. 
THE TRUE CROSS. A Legend of the Church. 
KATERFEL TO. A Story of Exmoor. 
SISTER LOUISE; or, A Story of a Woman's Repentance. 
ROSINE. 
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CHAPMAN & HALL'S. 

List of Books, Drawing Examples, Diagrams, Models, 
Instruments, &c. 

INCLVDING 

THOSE ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCIENCE 
AND ART DEPARTMENT, SOUTH KENSINGTON, FOR THE 
USE OF SCHOOLS AND ART AND SCIENCE CLASSES. 

BARTLEY (G. C. T.)-

CATALOGUE OF MODERN WORKS ON SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. Post Svo, sewed, u. 

BENSON ( W.)-

PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. 
Small -4to, cloth, I 5s. 

MANUAL OF THE SCIENCE OF COLOUR. Coloured 
}~rontispiecc and Illustrations. 12mo, cloth, 2s. 6c.l. 

BRADLEY (THO.lfAS)-oj' Ike Royal Military Academy, IV0<>lwick­
ELEl\1ENTS OF GEOMETRICAL DRAWING. In Two 

Parts, with 6o Plates. Oblong folio, half.bound, each p.,rt 16s. 
Selection, (from the above) of 20 Plates. for the use of the Royal Military 

Academy, Woolwich. Oblong folio, half-bound, 16s. 

BURCHETT-
LINEAR PERSPECTIVE. With Illustrations. Post 8vo, 

cloth, 7s. 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. Post 8vo, cloth, 5s. 
DEFINITIONS OF GEOMETRY. Third Edition. 24mo, 

sewed, 5d. 

CARROLL ('JOHN)-
FREEHAND DRAWING LESSONS FOR THE BLACK 

BOARD. 6s. 

CUBLEY (W. H.)-
A SYSTEM OF ELEMENTARY DRAWING. With 

Illustrations a.nd Examples. Imperial 4to, sewed, 8s. 

DAVISON (ELLIS A.)-

DRAWING FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. Post 
8vo, cloth, JS. 

MODEL DRAWING. 12mo, cloth, 3s. 
THE AMATEUR HOUSE CARPENTER: A Guide in 

Building, Making, and Repoiring. With numerous Illustrations, drawu on Wood 
by the Author. 1Jemy 8vo, 1015. 6d. 

DELAMOTTE (P. H.)-

PROGRESSIVE DRAWING-BOOK FOR BEGINNERS. 
12mo, 3s. 6d. 

DICKSEE ('J. R.)-

SCHOOL PERSPECTIVE. 8vo, cloth, 5s. 
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DYCE-
DRAWING-BOOK OF THE GOVERNMENT SCHOOL 

OF DESIGN: ELEMENTARY Ot:TLINES OF ORNAl\lENT. 50 Plates. 
!:>mall folio, $«:Wed, 5s, ; mounted, 18s. 

INTRODUCTION TO DITTO. Fcap. 8vo, 6d. 
FOSTER (VERE)-

DRA WING-BOOKS : 
(t1) Forty•two Numbers, at 1d. each. 
(b) Forty-six Numbers, at 3d. each. The set b includes the suhjt-cts in a. 

DRAWING-CARDS: 
t·rechand Drawing: First Gm.de, Sets I., II., Ill., price JS. each: in doth cases, 

1 s. 6<l. each. 
Second Gr..i.Jc, Set I., price 21. ; in cloth case, J!';. 

HENSLO IV (PROFESSOR)-

ILL USTRA TIONS TO HE EMPLOYED IN THE 
PRACTICAL LESSONS ON BOTANY. Prepared for South Kensington 
Muse um. Post Svo, sewrd, 6d. 

• :JACOBSTIIAL (E.)-
GRAMMATIK DER ORNAMENT£, in 7 Parts of 20 

Plates c.lch. Price, unmounted, i,3 13s. 6J. ; mounted on cardboard, .lu 4s. 
The l'a.rts can l>c had 5.cparatdy. 

:JEW/TT-

HANDB00K OF PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE. 18mo, 
cloth, u. 6J. 

KENNEDY (JO//:'V)-

FIRST GRADE PRACTICAL GEOMETRY. 12mo, 6d. 
FREEHAND DRAWING-BOOK. 16mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. 

LINDLEY (JOHN)-

SYMMETRY OF VEGETATION: Principles to be 
ob~rved in the delineation of !llants. 12mo, sewed, 1s. 

MARSIIALL-
HUMAN BODY. Text and Plates reduced from the large 

Dbgrams. 2 vols., cloth, ;k1 1s. 

NEVVTON (E. TULLEY, F.G.S.)-

THE TYPICAL PARTS IN THE SKELETONS OF A 
CAT, DUCK. AND CODFISH, being a Catalogue with Comparative De­
scriptions arranged in a Tabular Funn. lJcmy Svo, JS. 

OLIVER (PROFI:.'SSOR)-

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 
109 Plates. Oblong Svo, cloth. Plain, 16s.; coloured, .l1 &. 

PUCKETT (R. CAlllPBELL)-

SCIOGRAPHY, OR RADIAL PROJECTION OF 
SHADOWS. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

REDGRAVE--
MANUAL AND CATECHISM ON COLOUR. Fifth 

Edition. 24mo, sewed, gd. 
ROBSON (GEORGE)-

ELEMENTARY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. Oblong 
folio, sewed, 8s. 

WALLIS (GEORGE)-

DRAWING-BOOK. Oblong, sewed, 3s. 6d.; mounted, 8s. 
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IVORNUM (R. N.)-

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF STYLES: An Intro-
duction to the Study of the History or Ornamental Art. Royal Svo, cloth, 8s. 

DIRECTIONS FOR INTRODUCING ELEMENTARY 
DRAWING IN SCHOOLS AND AMONG WORKMEN. Published at lhe 
Request or the Society or Arts. Small 410, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

DRAWING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. 
Copies. 16mo, cloth, JS. 6d. 

Containing 1 50 

EDUCATIONAL DIVISION OF SOUTH KENSINGTON 
IIIUSEUM: CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE OF. Ninth Edition. 8vo, :,s. 

ELEMENTARY DRAWING COPY-BOOKS, for the use of 
Chi.ldren from four year.i. old and upward!\, in Schrx,ls and Families. Compiled by 
a Stut..lcnt ccrtiticatcd by the Science and Art Dcpanmcnt as an Art Teacher. 
Seven J:voks. in •to, scwcJ: 

Book I. Leners, 8d. I Book IV, Object., Bd. 
,, II. Ditto, 8d. ,, V. Leaves, 8d. 
,, 111. Gcor!1ctrical ::md Orn:Lmental ,, VI. Birds, An_irna1~, &c., 8d. 

Ji orms, Sd. " V 11. Leaves, Flowers, and Sprays, Sd. 
• • • Or in Sets of Seven Books, ◄S, 6d. 

ENGINEER AND MACHINIST DRAWING-BOOK, 16 Parts, 
71 Plates. Folio, .I, 1 us. ; mounted, £3 ◄S. 

PRINCIPLES OF DECORATIVE ART. Folio, sewed, 1s. 

DIAGRAM OF THE COLOURS OF THE SPECTRUM, 
with Explanatory Letterpress, on roller, 1os. 6d. 

COPIES FOR OUTLINE DRAWING: 
DYCE'S EI.F.MF.NTARY OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT, So Selected Plates, 

mounted back and front, 18s.; unmounted, sewed, 5s. 
WEITBRICIIT'S OUTLINES OF ORNAMENT, reproduced by Herman, ra 

Plates, mounted b.:ick a.nd front, 8s. 6d.; unmounted, 2s. 

MOR<;HEN'S OUTLINES OF THE HUMAN FH;URE reproduced by Herman, 
20 Plates, mounted back and front, 15s.; unmounted, 3s. 4d. 

ONE SET o~· FOUR PLATES, Outlines of Tar,,ia, from Gruner, mounted, 35-6d.; 
unmounted, 7J. 

ALBERTOLl.l'S FOI.IAGE, one set of Four Plates, mounted, 3s. 6d.; unmounted, sd. 
OUTI.1:-IE OF TRAJAN FRIEZE, mounted, IS. 

W.-\LI.IS'S DRAWING-BOOK, mounted, 8s.; unmounted, 3s. 6d. 
OUTI.ISE DRAWINGS OF FLOWERS, Eight Sheets, mounted, JS· 6d.; llll­

mountc<l, 8d. 

COPIES FOR SHADED DRAWING: 
COURSE OF DESIGN. By CH. DARGU& (French), "° Selected Sheets, 11 at.._, and 

9 .:it 3s. each. l,,2 9s. 
RENAISSANCE ROSETTE, mounted, gd. 
SHADEll ORNAMENT, mounted, n. 2d. 
PART OF A PILASTER FROM THE ALTAR OF ST. BIAGIO AT PISA, 

mounted, 2s. 

GOTHIC PATERA, mounted, u. 
RENAISSANCE SCROLL, Tomb in S. M. Dei Frari, Venice, mounted, ,s. 4d. 
MOULDING OF SCULPTURED FOLIAGE, decorated, mounted, 1s. 4d. 
ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES. By J. D. TRi,oN, 10 PlatC5, £,. 
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COPIES FOR SHADED DRAWING-Co,,li...,,J_ 

MECHANICAL STUDIES. By J. B. TRi.o><. 15•. per dozen. 

29 

FOLIATED SCROLL FRO;\! THE VATICAN, unmounted, 5d.; mounted, u. 3d. 
TWELVE HEADS after Holbein, selected from his drawings in Her Majesty'& 

Collection at Windsor. Reproduced in Autotrpe. Half-impezial, 36s. 
LESSONS IN SEPIA, 9s. per dozen, or ts. each. 
SMALL SEPIA DRAWING COPIES, 95. per dozen, or u. each. 

COLOURED EXAMPLES : 
A S!\IALL DIAGRAM OF COLOUR, mounted, u. 6d.; unmounted, qd. 
TWO PLATES OF ELEMENTARY DESIGN, unmounted, ts.; mounted, JL gd. 
PETUNIA, mounted, JS· qd.; unmounted, 2s. gd. 
PELARGONIUM, mounted, JS- gd.; unmounted, 2s. gd. 
CAMELLIA, mounted, 3s. qd.; unmounted, 2s. gd. 
NASTURTIU!II, mounted, JS· gd.; unmounted, 2s. gd. 
O1.EANDER, mounted, JS· 9d.; unmounted, 2s. gd. 
TORR EN IA ASIATICA. Mounted, 3s. ()d.; unmounted, 25. gd. 
PYNE'S LANDSCAPES IN CIIRO;\1O-LITHOGRAPHY (6), each, mounted, 

7"• 6d. ; or the set, £2 5s. 
COTIIIAN'S PE:-ICIL LANDSCAPES (,.t of 9), mounted, 15s, 

,. SEPIA DRAWINL;S (set of s), mounted, .(.1. 
ALLO:-lr.E'S LA:-IDSCAPES IN CHARCOAL (6), at 4s. each, or the set, .(.1 4'-
4017. llOVQUET OF FLOWERS, LARCE ROSF.S, &c., 4,. 6d. 
4018. ROSES AN I) HEARTSEASE, J•· 6d. 
4020, POPPIES, &c., 3s. 6d. 
40B. CHRYSANTHE:IIUMS, 45. 6d. 
4040. LARGE CA~IELLIAS, 4s. 6d. 
4077. LILAC AND GERANIUM, 1•• 6d. 
4o8o. CA!\IELLIA ANO ROSE, 3s. 6d. 
4o82. LAR(;E DAHLIAS, 4s. 6d. 
4o83. ROSES AND LII.IES, 4s. 6d. 
4090, ROSES AND SWF.ET PEAS, JS· 6d. 
4094. LARGE ROSES AND HEARTSEASE, 4s. 
418o. LARGE BOUQUET OF LILAC, 6s. 6d. 
4190. DAHLIAS AND FUCHSIAS, 6s. 6d. 

SOLID MODELS, &c. : 
*Box of lllodels, £, 45. 
A Stand with a uni"·crs.."\l joint, to show the '-Olid model~, &c.,£, 18s. 

•One wire quadran~lc. with a circle and cross within it, au<l one straight wire. One solid 
cuhc. One skeleton wire cube. One sphere. One cone. One cylinder. One 
hCJt:igonal prism. £2 2s. 

Slcch:ton cube in wood, 3s. 6d. 
18-inch skeleton cube in wood, 12s 

•Three objects of/o1'm in Pouery: 
Indian Jar, } 
Celadon Jar, 18s. 6d. 
Bottle, 

•Five sdcct~d Vases in P..fajolica. Ware, £2 us. 
•Three !-.elected Vases in Earthcnw:ire, 18s. 

lmperi;II l>cal Frames, glazed, without sunk rings, 10s. e:ich. 
•David,;;,on's Smaller Solid Models, in Hox, £,, containing-

2 S4uare Slabs. I Octa,i::on Prism. I TrianS,!'ul.ar Pri5m. 
9 Ohlong lllocks (steps). Cylinder. Pyramid, Equil>teral 
2 Cul.M's. Cone. Pyran1id, boscele5. 
4 Square Blocks. Jointed Crou. Square llloclc. 

• Davidson"s Adv:tnced Dr:t•·ing Models, £9.-The fo11owing is a brief description 
o( 1he models :-An Obelisk-composed of 2 Oc1a~onal Slabs, ~6 and 20 inches 
across, and e.ach 3 inches high; 1 Cube, 12 inches edge; 1 Monolith (forminc 

• Models, &c., entered as .. ts, cannot be supplied singly. 

Digitized by Google 



30 noo1.·s PCBLISHED By 

SOLID MODELS, &c.-Cm,1;,,,,,,1_ . 
the body of the ohcli,~l, 1 feet hi~h; t Pyr>mid, 6 inchcs h.-..•e; the complete 
object is thus nearly ~ fl.'ct hi~h. :\ ~l:uket Crn<s-composcd of 3 Sbhs, 24. 18, 
:md 12 irw:hes acro..,s, and c:tcl1 .; incht.!S hi~h: t l7pri.~lll, 3 feet high; 2 Cro~ Arms, 
united by monise and tenon j,,ints; complete heii.:ht, J feet 9 incht..~. A Step­
L.1.<lder, 23 inches hi).!h. A Ki1c!1cn T:thle, 14½ inches hii;h. A Ch~ir to corre 4 

spond. A Four-lci.::..:c<l Stool, wi1h projcctin(; h")p and cros, rails, height 14 inches. 
A Tub, with hanJJc,.. :'Uld projecting honps, an<I the divi-ions between the staves 
plainly marked. A !litrnng Trestle, 18 inches hi~h. A Hollow Cylinder, 9 inches 
in diameter, and u ind1cs k-.ni;, di\·iJcd lcngthwi:-.c, A ·Hollnw Sphere, 9 inches 
in di;imctcr, di\'ided into ..,emi-!-phnes, one of which is again di,·ided into 1p1artcn; 
the semi.sphere, when 111:u.:cd ~111 the cylinder, gives the form and µrinciµlc.;; of 
!iihading a Dome, whilst one uf the quarters placed on half the cylinJer forms a 
~iche. 

•navid,;,on's Apparatus for Te.,chini;: Pr:tctical Geometry (22 models}, £5. 
•1Ji1111·s '.\to<lcb for illustratin); the elementary principles of orthographic projection as 

applied to meckrnic ,I drawim:, in h~•x, £, 1os. 
?t-liller·s Class Drawing: ~lodd.:.-Thcse )fodcls arc particularly adapted (or teaching 

larg:e cla.~sc:s; the ~lanJ is \"(·ry strong, and the uni\'ersal joint will hold the 
Models in any p0~iti,ln. IViw( ,1f1•dds: Square Pri..,m, 12 inches side, 18 inches 
high; Hcxag:,rnal Pri-..m, J ◄ inches side, 18 inches high: Cube, 14 inches side; 
Cylinder, 13 in~hc~ di;rn1etcr, 16 inches hit.;h; HexaJ.!On Pyr:imid, ,_. inches 
diameter, 2, ~~ inch c .. !'ooidc : S,111:uc Pnamid, 14 indu.'" side, 22 ~~ inche._ side; 
Cnne, 13 inches Ji.1.mctcr, :?7 15 inchc.-. side: Skeleton Cube, 19 inches solid wood 
1-}; inch square; Intcr..;~:ctin-_: Cirde~. 19 inches solid wood 2¼" hy 1 !l inches. 
I Fire ,flf'dds : Trian1..'11lar Pri~m. t 7 inches side, 22 inches hi.(:h ; S11uarc Prism, 
1-f in..:hes side, 20 inch~~ hi..:h : Hex=-gonal Pri~m, 16 inches Jiamet(·r, 21 inches 
h1~h; Cylinder, •·• in~hc..; di;rn1t'tc:'r. z1 inches hi~h; He,cagon Pyr:-1mid, 18 inches 
diameter, :14 inche~ h'..~h : :,,;quarc Pyramid, 17 inche~ -.i<lc. 24 inchc(. hi::h; Cone, 
17 inches side, 24 inchc, hi:.!h ; Skeleton Cube. tQ inches side; lntcr~cting Circles, 
19 inc.hes sidt; Plain t'irck. 1-) in1..:h•:'-!'o,:,tc : Plain S4uare, 19 inches side. Tal,le 
,7 inches by 21 1~ inches. !:>tand. The St.:t complete, ,C14 13s. 

Vulc.anitc ~et square, 5s. 
1Jar1,!"e comp:ts:o-<.:S with chalk.holder, 5s. 

•:--lip, two set Sijll:'l.res and T !'>'lllarc, i;s. 
• Parkcs's case of instrument,, containin~ 6•inch compac;.scs with pen and pencil leg, 5s.. 
• J'rile in~trument cm,e, with 6•inch compa..-,.ses, pen and pencil leg, 2 small compasses 

pen and scale, 18s. 
6--inch comµa<;ses with shifting pen and point, 4s. 6d. 
Sm;dl compass in case, JS. 

LARGE DIAGRAMS. 
ASTRONOMICAL: 

TWET.VE SIIEF.TS. ni• Jon,, D•~w, Ph. Dr., F:R.S.A. Prepared for the Com 
miuee of Council on Education. Sheets, /,2 8s.; oo rollers and varnished, f,4 ,.s. 

BOTANICAL: 
NINE SIIEF.TS. Jllu,trating a Pr>ctical lllethod ofTe,ching Rotany. By Professor 

HENSLOW, F.L.!). l,2; on rollers, and varnished, £3 JS· 
CLASS, Dl\'ISION. !-.RCTION. 

Angi~permous Calyc1fl,)ral •• I {Thala_mitlor:,I .. 

Dicotyledon . . Corollirloral .. 

.Monocotyledons 

Incomplete .. 
r..\•mnn,.permous 

{ 
Pctalvid . . { s~pcrio~ • 

Inferior .• 
Glumaceou, .. 

DIAGRAM. 

• 
• & 3 

4 

9 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PRINCIPAT. N.-\Tt:RAL ORDERS OF THE 

\'EGETAllLE KINGJlO~I. Hy Professor 0Lt\'RR, F.R.S., F.L.S. 70 Imperial 
sheets, cont:iining cx;1mplcs of dried Plants, representing the different Orders. 
£..< 5s. the llet. 

Catalogue and Index, 11. 

• Models, &c., entered as sets, cannot be supplied singly. 
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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION : 
TEN SHEETS. Dy WILLIAM J. GLBNNV, Professor of Drawing, King·s College. 

Jn sets, £1 JS. 

LAXTON'S EXAJIIPJ.F.S OF DUIL])JNG CO!IISTRUCTION IN TWO 
DIVISIO:'\S, containing 32 Imperial Pbtc:s, 2os. 

DUSBRIDGE'S DRAWINGS OF BUILDING <.:O:SSTRl.:CTION. 11 Sheets. 
2s. (ld. Jllountc<l, 5s. 6<l. 

GEOLOGICAL: 
DIAC.RA:11 OF BRITISH STRATA. Fly H. W. BRISTOW, F.R.S., F.G.S. A 

Sheet, -4s.: on roller and varni~hcd, 7s. 6d. 

MECHANICAL: 
DIAC.RAMS OF THE MECIL\NICAT, POWER<;, AXn THF.IR APPT.1· 

LATIONS IN M.\LHINEkY AND THE ARTS t;ENER,\LLY. lly 
l>R . .fnHN :\SDF:R..;oN. • 

8 C>iagr:-im,:;, hi:,d1ly colour~d on stout paper, 3 feel 6 inches by 2 feet 6 inches. 
Sheets £1 pt.·r ~et; mounted on rollers, J;,. 

DIAGRA,!S OF THE STEAM-ENGINE. By Prorcssor C.oooEvB and Professor 
Su El.LF.Y, Stvut paper, 40 inches by 27 inches, highly coloured. 

Sets of 41 Diagrams (s2H Sheets), £6 6s.; varni!,hcJ and mounted on rollers, 
£11 11S, 

MACHINE DETAILS. By Professor Usw1s. 16 Coloured Diagrams. Shccl5, 
f,-, 2!-.: mounteJ on rollers and varnished, £3 14~. 

SELECTED EX.\"l'LES OF :IIACHl:-ES, OF IRON AND WOOD (French). 
Uv STASISJ.As P1-:TTIT. 6o Sheet~, £3 5s.; 13~. pt:r dozen. 

BUSHR([)GE'S DR.\WINGS OF l\lACIIINE CONSTRULTION. 50 Sheets, us. 
M ountcd. 2 5s. 

LESSO:,,iS IN MECHANICAL DRAWING. By STANISL.\S PETTIT. ,s. per 
do,cn ; also larger Sheets, more advanced copies, 2s. p«:r Jozen. 

LESSONS IN ARCII rn:CTllRAL DRAWING. By STANISLAS PETTIT. IS. per 
dozen: also larger Sheets, more advanced copli:s, 2s. per dozen. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL: 
ELEVEN SH EF.TS. lllustr>ting Human Physiology, Life size 3n<l Coloured from 

Naturt-. l'rcp:nc<l nnJcr the direction of Jnus ~I \)(SIIAJ.L, F.R.~ .• F.k.C.S., &c. 
Each Sheet, 12 ... 6d. On canvas and rollers, varnbhcd, £, 1s. 

1. THE SKF.1.ETO!II ANO LIGAMENTS. 
2. THE MUSCLES, JOINTS, AND ANIMAL MECHANICS. 
3. THE VISCERA IN POSITIO!II.-THE STRULTURE OF THE LUNGS. 
4. THE ORGANS OF CIRCULATION. 
5. THE LYMPHATICS OR ADSORBENT$, 
6 THE ORGANS OF DIGESTION. 
7. THE BRAIN AND NERVES.-THE ORGANS OF THE VOICE. 
8. THE ORGA!IIS OF THE SENSES. 
9. THE ORGANS o~· THE SENSES. 

10. THE J\IICROSCOPIC STRC<.:TURE OF THE TEXTURES AND ORGANS. 
11. THE IIIICROSCOl'IC STRUC"fUkE OF THE TEXTURES AND ORGANS. 

HUMAN BODY, LIFE SIZE. By Jom1 J\IARSIIALL, F.R.S., F.R.C.S. Each 
Sheet, 12s. 6d.; on canvas and rollers, varnlshcJ, £,1 1s. Explanatory Key, 1s. 

1. THE SKELETON, Front View. 5. THE SKELETON, Side View. 
2. THE MUSCLES, Front View. 6. THE MUSCLES, Si,le View. 
3. THE SKELETON. Back View. 7. THE FEMALE SKELETON, 
4. THE MUSLLES, llack View. Front View. 

ZOOLOGICAL: 
TEN SHEETS. lllu<tr,ting the Cla.ssir.cation of AnimalS:. By Ron1<RT PATTERSON, 

/.2; on canvas and rollers, varnished, £,3 1os. 
The same, reduced in size on Royal paper, in 9 Sheets, uncoloured, ,.._ 
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THE FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW. 

Edited by .YOHN MORLEY, 

THE FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW is published on the 1st of 
every month (the issue on the 15th being suspended), and a Volwne is 

completed every Six Months. 

Tiu Jol/Qwing ar, amo11g lk Conlribulors :-

SIR RUTHERFORD ALCOCK. 
PROFESSOR BAIN. 
PROFESSOR BEESLY. 
DR. BRIDGES. 
HON. GEORGE C. BRODRICK. 
SIR GEORGE CAMPBELL, M.P. 
J. CHAMBERLAIN, M.P. 
PROFESSOR SIDNEY COLVIN. 
MONTAGUE COOKSON, Q.C. 
L. H. COURTNEY, M.P. 
G. H. DARWIN. 
F. W. FARRAR. 
PROFESSOR FAWCETI, M.P. 
EDWARD A. FREEMAN. 
MRS. GARRET-ANDERSON. 
M. E. GRANT DUFF, M.P. 
THOMAS HARE. 
F. HARRISON. 
LORD HOUGHTON. 
PROFESSOR HUXLEY. 
PROFESSOR JEVONS. 
EMILE DE LAVELEYE. 
T. E. CLIFFE LESLIE. 
RIGHT HON. R. LOWE, M.P, 
SIR JOHN LUBBOCK, lll.P. 

&c. &c. &c. 

LORD LYTTON. 
SIR H. S. IIIAINE. 
DR. llfAUDSLEY. 
PROFESSOR IIIAX IIIULLER. 
PROFESSOR HENRY IIJORLEY. 
G. OSBORNE Ill ORGAN, Q.C., M.P. 
WILLIAM MORRIS. 
F. W. NEWMAN. 
W. G. PALGRAVE. 
WALTER H. PATER. 
RT. HON. LYON PLAYFAIR, M.P. 
DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI. 
HERBERT SPENCER. 
HON. E. L. STANLEY. 
SIR J. FITZJ AMES STEPHEN, Q.C. 
LESLIE STEPHEN. 
J. HUTCHISON STIRLING 
A. C. SWINBURNE. 
DR. VON SYBEL. 
J. A. SYMONDS. 
W. T. THORNTON. 
HON. LIONEL A. TOLLEMACHE. 
ANTHONY TROLLOPE. 
PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 
THE EDITOR. 

THE FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW is publislud al 2S, 6d, 

CHAPMAN & HALL, 193, PICCADILLY. 

CHARLES DICXIIKS AND IIVANI,] 
(CRYSTAL PALA.CK PUN. 
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