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BASITTOLAND RECORDS. 

886ides the matter contained in this volume, there are in existonce 

numerous documents of less importance referring either wholly or in 

part to Basuto affairs between 1852 and 1862, No document, however, 

which would throw additional light upon any question connected with 

Basutoland has been omitted, and the papers referred to would only 

swell the bulk of these Records without adding to their value. 

Several fetters from Moshesh, and a few from other individuals (as 

seen from replies), which should have been included in the contents 

of thi& volume, appear to have been lost or mislaid. 

Many of the documents given in English are sworn translations of 

the originals in Dutch, supplied by the Government of the Orange Free 

State to Sir George Grey. 

The map at page 476 is reduced from the one issued by the War De­

partment. The error in the S. W. boundary line is manifest, but I have 

no means of correcting it. Wilgebosch Spruit may be laid down too far 

north, or the boundary too far south. No actual survey of Basutoland has 

yet been made, so that accuracy in the delineation of the features of the 

country is impossible. The map at page 484 is a copy of the one 

supplied to Moshesh by Sir George Grey. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

1. 
THE LESUTO AND ITS INHABITANTS BEFORE THE TREATY OF 

SIR GJ-:ORGE NAPIER WITH MOSHESH. 

THE BAsuro are members of a race of people that occupies the 
whole of Central and South Eastern Africa. This race, now usually 
called the Bantu, is divided into numerous tribes politically inde­
pendent of each other. The tribes are generally composed of clans 
more or less firmly united together, and showing evidences of a. 
common origin at. no very remote date. Tho various members 
of the Ba.ntu race have many characteristics in common, still there 
are perceptible differences between them. Thus they are all 
believers in witchcraft, o.11 ha.ve faith in charms and fetiches, all 
have the so.me custom of procuring wives by dowry; but some, like 
the Basuto, without scruple contract marriages that would be re­
garded as incestuous by others, such as the Amaxoso.; their dross 
is different ; the division of labour between the sexes varies con­
siderably ; and, above all, the dialects of the tribes, though their 
construction is identical, are composed of words so dissimilar in 
sound that the members of one branch of the race cannot under­
stand the members of another. 

The Basuto are physically inferior to their kindred who occupy 
the adjoining belt of land along the coast. But while smaller in 
stature, they are more ho.rdy than their neighbours, owing to the 
men sharing with the women the labours of the field and being in 
general more given to industry. They had also, prior to their 
intercourse with Europeans, attained a somewhat higlier dPgreo of 
perfection in such handicrafts as are practised by all of the Bantu 

Erplanalio11 of Term•;-
Mo~no, n single in<li,-i<luo.1 of the tribe, 
BAHl"TO, two or more in,Lividuo.!Ji, or the tribe collectively, 
sz.~t:To, tho Jm,gu11ge of the Bo.suto, 
Lz,1:TO, tbc country belonging to the tribe, 
DAat:To, u5Cd a.I.so as o.n o.<ljective signifying pertnining to thl' people 80 cnlled. 
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iv INTROUUC,TION. 

branches. Their government was more libero.I than that of the 
Amaxosa, Abatembu, and other coast tribes, for matters of public 
importance were commonly submitted to the decision of a general 
assembly of the leading men.• 

The country which they inhabit is to South Africa what Switzer­
land is to Europe. It lies along the inner slope of the highest 
portion of the Drakensberg, and the lowest point of it is more than 
five thousand feet above the level of the sea. It is almost destitute 
of trees, but is covered with good pasturage, and its valleys, 
especially those drained by the strcamlcts that feed the Caledon, 
contain excellent soil for agriculture. During the winter months, 
or from May to August, the mountain tops arc frequently covered 
with snow, and in summer violent thunder storms pass over the 
country and cause it to produce food in abundance for man and 
beo.st. The narrow belt between the Caledon and the Maluti 
range is thus capable of supporting a very dense population, but 
eastward of that chain the surface is so rugged that it is con­
sidered to be uninhabitable. In summer, however, it is used as 
grazing ground for horned cattle, which are then driven up from 
the villages in great herds. 

The rortion of the country of the Dasuto which is most densely 
populated has been made by nature almost impregnable. Isolated 
mountains abound, some of them with their sides of naked rock 
so nearly perpernlicnlar that the summits nre only accessible 
by two or three nan-ow paths between overhanging cliffs, where 
ho.If a dozen resolute men can keep an a1111y at bay. The tops of 
such mountains arc table lands well watered and affording good 
pasturage, so that they can be h('lJ for an indefinite time. 

At the beginning of the present centmy five independent tribes 
occupied the tract of land extending from the hluluti mountains 
to a considerable distance beyond the Calo<lon, and reaching 
southward about to Thaba Dosigo. Their western limits were not 
defined in any other way than that,, being an agricultural people, 
they spread themselves out no further than thoy could make 
gardens, which they could not <lo on tho great plains of the 
present Orange Free Stn.te. Over those plains roamed Bushmen 
preying upon the countless antelopt>s, and Korunnas with their 
herds of horned cattle and flocks of sheep. 

• The Clliltoms of the.'!O peoplo nro foiU1fully nrul ,n-nphienlly <lcscrihe<l in the 
very excellent work entitll'<l T!w Ba . .,,to.,, or Tu:mty-thru 1·em·, in &mlh Africa, 
bf the Rev. Ji!. Caealis, publishc<l nt Loudon in 1861. 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

The five tribes were the outposts to the south of the Bechuana 
branch of the Bantu race.• They termed themselves the Mayiane, 
the Makhoa.khoa, the Bamonageng, the Datlakoo.na, and the 
Baramokhele. They spoke the same dialect, and clo.~ed a 
common descent which, however, they could not trace; but 
politically they were independent of one another, except when 
accident or the abilities of some chief gavo supremacy for a time 
to a particular ruler among them. Together the five tribes were 
called the Basut-0, t and the country which they occupied was 
termed the Lesuto, which we have changed into Bnsutoland. 

Adjoining theni to the north and extending itself along the 
banks of the Sand River was a tribe named the Bntaung, the 
members of which could not bo distinguished by any custom or 
peculiarity of dialect from the Basuto proper, but which had never 
yet in its traditional history been politically connected with 
them. 

Along the southern bank of the V rutl, between the district occu­
pied by the Bataung nnd the Drakensberg were, various clans of 
kindred blood, the remnants of which are now to be found inter­
mingled with the Basuto. It is unnecessary to give their titles, as 
their individuality has been completely lost, and none of them 
have ever taken an important pnrt in ewnts since Europeans 
became acquainted with the country. 

To tho north-east at no grmt di~tance dwelt a tribe known 
as the Batlokun, celebrated among the Southern Bechuana as 
skilful workers in iron and traders in implcmC'llts made of that 
metal. They occupied the country along the slopes of tho Quath­
lam ba, about the sources of the Wilgo and Mill rivers, in the 
present district of llarrismith. Closely allied with the Batlokua 
and mixed up with them by intermarriages were the Basin., whose 
villages were built along the Elands River. Mokotsho, Chief of 
the Batlokua, about the beginning of tho century, took ns his 
great wife Monyalwe, daughter of Motbngo, Chio£ of the Basia. 
Their eldest child was a daughter, Ntutisi, after whose birth 

• Tho best authorities aro of opinion that offshoot8 of the Bcchuana crossed tho 
head waters of tho Vaal in th,-ir southerly migration along the great mountain 
rango between four and five conturies ago. 

t Some other tribes far to the northward of tho Magaliesbergen, inoluding tho 
one governed by the late Cl1ief Sikukuni, wero also called Basuto. But we have 
onI1 to do with the people inhabiting the country along the Calcdon. 

B2 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

Monyalwe, according to the custom of the Bechuana, Wll8 called 
Ma Ntatisi. Their second child was a son, Sikonyela, whose 
name will frequently be met with in these pages. 

South of the Lesuto lived the Daphuti, a tribe whose origin will 
presently be told. They were thinly scattered over the country 
between Thaba Dosigo and the Orange River. 

The wars of Tshaka occasioned most awful destruction among 
all these tribes. Matiwane, Chief of the Amangwane, fleeing from 
the dreaded Zulu despot, fell upon the Amahlubi, who then lived 
in the country between the Duffalo and Tugela rivers, the northern 
portion of what is now the Colony of Natal. The Amahlubi-the 
principal section or clan of the great Abambo tribe-were driven 
from their homos with dreadful slaughter, in which their great 
chief Bungane and his principal son Mtimkulu• both perished. 
Several sections of the tribe fled southward, and after many years 
of suffering reached the Colonial frontier, where they have since 
been known as Fingc,s. 

One great division under Mpangazita, a minor son of Bungane, 
endeavoured to escape by crossing the mountains to the westward. 
An incident strikingly illustrative of savage life caused them to 
set their faces in this direction. Some fifteen or eighteen months 
previouF-ly a quarrel had taken place between Mpangazita and his 
brother-in-law Motsholi, who thereupon left the Hlubi country 
with two or three thousand followers, and took refuge with the 
Datlokua. The Chief Mokotsho was then dead, and his widow, 
Ma Ntatisi, was acting as regent during the minority of her son 
Sikonyc•la. 

Ma Ntatisi received Motsholi with hospitality, and for about e. 
twelvemonth the intercourse between the Batlokuo. and the 
strangers was of a friendly nature. Dut Motsholi, when visiting 
Ma Ntatisi, woul1 ne,·er partake of food presented to him, and 
was always accompanied by some of his own followers carrying 
provisions for his use. He assigned as a reason that whot was 
offered to him was the food of the deceased Mokotsho, and this 
came at length to be considered a gross insult by the Regent and 
her people. 

In the winter of 1R21 Sikonyela, then about 16 or 17 years of 

• Mtimkulu was the fntlu,r of La11galib11lele, now a prison<-r on B small form n<'Br 
Cnpe Town. A very lnri:<-proportion of the Fingos on the Frontier rcgnnl him on this 
nccount ns their Great O hief. 
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DITROntWfION. vii 

age, was circumcised, when he determined to notify his entrance 
into the state of manhood by a deed becoming a warrior. With a 
band of youthful adherents he fell by stealth upon Motsholi, 
killed him and about twenty of his people, and drove off the 
cattle. The murdered Chief wore a necklace without a fastening, 
and to obtain this Sikonyela cut off his head. 

Some of the adherents of Motsholi fled to Mpangazita, and 
informed him of what had taken place. It was just then that the 
Amahlubi were compelled to leave their own country. Mpangazita 
thereupon resolved with assagai in hand to demand the restora­
tion of the well-known necklace from the treacherous Batlokua, 
and to avenge the death of his brother-in-law while escaping from 
his own antagonist. It is owing to this circumstance that the 
natives accuse the Batlokua of being the cause of the wars of 
ext{lrmination west of the Drltkensberg. 

The Amahlubi were closely followed by the Amangwane, and 
so hot was the pursuit that the aged and feeble with thousands of 
helples.5 children were of necessity abandoned on the way, that the 
more vigorous might escape. They crossed the Drakensberg and 
fell upon the Batlokua, who were dispersed after fighting 
desperately, and were compelled to abandon all their possessions 
to their conquerors. Under Ma Ntatisi the defeated tribe fled 
routhward. The district between the Drakensberg and the Sand 
River was almost depopulated. The great wave of war that was 
rolling onward passed over the Bataung country also, and 
scattered that tribe to the westward. 

The Batlokua pursued by the Amahlubi, and the Amahlubi 
pursued by the Amangwane, then fell upon the Basuto country. 
At that moment, just when union was most needed, the tribes of 
the Basuto were without a paramount chiei. Motlomi, the last who 
had filled that position, had died in 1814 or 1815, and there was 
no one of sufficient ability in any of the ruling families to claim 
the attachment and obedience of the rest. It was therefore not as 
one strong determined people fighting for home and for life that 
the Basuto met the torrent of invasion, but as little bands, each 
trying to hold its own, without a common plan of action. 

In a short time the cattle, which formed almost the whole 
wealth of the people, were eaten up, and as the gardens ceased 
to be cultivated, a terrible famine arose. Thousands, tens 
of thousands of people perished, other thousands fled from the 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



VUl INTROJ)Ul'TION. 

wasted land, o.nd many of those who remained behind became 
cannibals.• 

At length the most formidable of the invaders perished or left 
the Lesuto. A great battle was fought on the banks of the Caledon 
between Mpangazitn., or Pa.kalita as he was called by the Basuto, 
and Matiwane, in which the A.mahlubi were defeated with great 
slaughter. The chief and those who escaped fled to a mountain, 
but were followed by the enemy and driven from the stronghold. 
In the last stand that they made, nea:r Lishuane, Mpangazita was 
killed. t Most of the young men were then taken to be carriers for 
the A.mangwane, and such as remained placed themselves under 
the protection of Moshesh, a young chief of th~ Bamonageng, and 
with his consent settled in the district of Mckuatling. These 
people and their descendants, together with some fragments of the 
A.mangwane and other tribes subseqliently broken, are tho Fingos 
of recont Basuto history. 

After the destruction of the Amahlubi, an army which was sent 
by Taha.kn. fell upon Matiwane, who retired from Basutoland, and 
orossing the Quo.thlarnba, attacked the Abatembu. This tribe 
applied to the Colonial Government for assistance, and to save the 
natives on the frontier from annihilation or dispersion, a combined 
military o.nd burgher force was sent against the Amangwane.::: The 
Pondos, Tembus, and Galekas also joinod against them. In 
August 1828 Matiwo.ne's powor was completely broken. llo with 

• It is impos.~iblc to form nn estimate of the number of inili,idunls who perished 
in the Lcsuto at this time. The Bntlokun were re<lu=l from about one hun<lrod and 
thirty thou,:11md to fourteen or fifteen thou.•,md in number, only a small proportion of 
the lo&'! being from ilispc•r.;ion. The section of the Amnhlubi under MpangnzitB probably 
lost quite ns mnny. If t.he ,kstructinn of human beings in the Lesuto nnd in the north­
enst of the pMient Free State be estimated nt 300,000, thnt number must be greatly 
under the mnrk. Compnrc<l with thi~, the total loss of human life, occasioned by all 
the wars in South Africa in which Europeans have engaged since first they set foot in 
the country, sinks into insignificance. 

t Mpnngn1.ita left three sou~, hy name Si<li111me, Ml'thlornnkulu, nnd Mini. Sid.i­
nnne wt\S the father of Zihi, the Jlluhi chief now m;i,lent in Ori<1ualand East. 

t Just nt this time the tribes living e~\.stwar<l of the Great Fish River were in a 
state of extreme couskrnation owing to the mh·nnec of the Zulus. Tslmka himself 
remuincd nt the Umzimkulu with one l"l'giment n,i n body gu,ml, and seut his nnny 
westwurd to v.ithin two 1L-lys' mnrch of the krnnl of lliatro, Great Chief of the 
Amnxo,n. The l'on<los W<'re entirely di•pcrse<l, and were only prcsen·e<l from utter 
destruction by the facilities for conct·ahncut which thl' fori•sts in tht-ir country nffor<lcd. 
TheJ'C wt>rc several E11rop<'a08 with Tshakn while he remniue<l nt the Umzimkulu. See 
pages 276 and following, Vol. I, of Trai·el• a11d Adrmturrs in 1,'11.,tern Af,-i,·a, d~•c•·iptit•e 
of the Zooht11, tlufr maimers, rt~,tr,111.,, etc., etc., tcith a Skdch of .Katal.-Dy l\nthan1el 
Isaacs. Two volumes, London, 1836. 
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lNTROJlUC,1'ION. 

a few of his ndhereuts fled northwards to Dingan, Tshnka's s11c­
ces.50r, by whose orders they were all put to death. 'l'he fow of his 
people that were left in Kaffirland then lost their distinguishing 
name and were absorbed in other tribes, some of them even 
beooming mixed with the Amahlubi or Fingos of the Frontier. 

The Datlokua alone of the invading hordes remained in the 
Lesuto. Reduced to one eighth or one tenth of their original 
number, they settled along the Upper Caledon, where they began 
to resume the occupations of an agricultural and pastoral people, 
though still making frequent forays upon such Dasuto clans 
as were within their reach. Sikonyela, son of Ma Ntatisi, was 
now their recognized chief, but his mother, who was considered a 
person of ability, still exercised supreme control over the tribe. 

While these events were taking place, Moshesh, of whom 
mention has already been made, was gradually rising in 
power and prominence. His father Mokachane was chief of a 
small clan living along the Tlotsi, and had his residenoe 
at Linchuaneng, where Moshesh was born. Upon the invasion 
of the country the young chief endeavoured to defend himself 
at the strong position of Dutabute, but was besieged there by Ma 
Ntatisi, and was defeated, his followers being pillaged and brought 
to great distreBS. He then removed some distance to the southwest, 
and took possession of Thaba Dosigo, a mountain so formed by 
nature as to be an impregnable fortress, and which has never yet 
been taken by a foe. None, a Daphuti chief, had a village at the 
foot of the hill, but he was plundered of his provisions, and then 
driven away by the new-comers. This was during the winter of 
1824. 

At Thaba Dosigo Moshesh gathered together numerous 
followers. His government was mild and just, and he had 
sufficient wisdom and prudence to spare and protect all, no matter 
whether originally friendly or hostile, who submitted to him. 
Most of the individuals highest in rank of the various DMuto 
tribes had perished, and there was no obstacle to the people 
transferring their allegiance to the young chief, whose abilities as 
a ruler were soon widely recognized. Even some Datlokua who 
were discontented with the tyrannical government of Sikonyela 
transferred their allegiance to him, and were amalgamated with 
the Bn.suto at this time. 

Mosheah thus became the central figure round whom the 
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X I :STRODUTION. 

scattered and impoverished members of the different tribes rallied, 
with a view of recovering and retaining the territory that ho.cl been 
occupied by the4' fathers, or more correctly a portion of that terri­
tory together with the district between it and the Orange River 
which ho.cl been previously inhabited partly by the Baphuti but 
chiefly by Bushmen, for in the terrible struggle that ho.cl ta.ken 
place they had been driven somewhat to the southward. 

It was long yet before they were to enjoy peace, or to be at 
liberty to cultivate their gardens as they had done in former years. 
Another great wave of invasion ho.cl rolled over the eastern 
mountains, and was washing the tribes of the interior clean away 
from the face of the land. Before the terrible Yatabele, when 
they fled from Tshaka, lay many hundreds of Beohuana villages 
in what is now the Transvaal State ; behind them, as they marched 
on, was an unpeopled desert. Msililrn.zi, Chief of the Matabele, 
more than once sent an army into Basutoland. In 1824, when 
the Ratlokua were laying siege to Butabutc, a Mato.bole force 
attacked them and drove them away. Until 1831 the ravages of 
the Matabele were dreaded by the Basuto. In that year an army 
of Msilikazi' s besieged Thaba Bosigo, but could not capture the 
stronghold. When the besiegers were reduced by want of food to 
retreat, and were in great distress, Moshesh sent them a supply of 
provisions, with a message that he desired to live in peace with all 

• men, and ho.cl only been defending himself. They went away 
singing the praises of the Chief whom they had been sent to 
destroy, and never came back to Basu to land. 

More implacable enemies were the Koranna and Griqua marau­
ders who at that time infested the country along the Orange. 
These vagabonds would have been altogether despicable i£ they 
ho.cl not been mounted on horsos and armed with guns, animals 
and weapons not as yet possessed by the followers of Moshesh. 
They belonged to the Hottentot race, a people physically inferior 
to the Basuto, and much below them in civilization. Bands of 
Korannas and Griquas wore in the habit of swooping down upon 
parts of the Lesuto where they were least expected, and carrying 
off whatever they took a fancy to. The assagai and battle-axe 
a.ff orded no protection to the victims of theae raids agaimt the fire­
arms of the plunderers. Mon and women were shot down without 
pity, 9ften through a mere passion for cruelty, and children were 
carried off to serve their captors or to be sold as slaves. To ravages 
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of this nature the Basuto were subject for some years, until the 
Griqua robber bo.nds were extermino.ted or dispersod among 
communities living further to the westward, and the Korannas 
suffered reverses which taught them to respect their neighbolll'S. 

In 1833 some Age:its of the French Evangelical Society made 
their appearance in Basutoland, having previously ascertained 
that Moshesh was desirous of receiving missionaries in his country, 
owing to reports which had reached him of the benefits their 
presence had conferred on other tribes. But the ideas of the Chief 
regarding the work of a missionary must have been extremely 
vague. Not long previously he had sent a request to a Griqua. 
trader to procure him one in return for a herd of cattle that his 
messenger was entrusted with, which cattle on the way fell into the 
hands of a party of Koranno. robbers. Messrs. Arbousset, Casalis, 
and Gossellin were warmly welcomed by the Chief, who gave them 
permission to settle wherever they chose in his country. They 
selected a fertile and well watered valley about twenty-five 
miles from Thaba Bosigo, and there established a station which 
they named Morija.• The valley when they first visited it was 
uninhabited, but Moshesh sent some members of his own family, 
among whom were his sons Letsie and Molapo, with o. large po.rty 
of people, to take up their residence close to the white men and be 
instructed by them. 

The religion of the Basuto o.t this time wo.s bo.sed chiefly on the 
belief that the spirits of their o.ncestors interfered in their affairs. 
Some of them had a very dim conception of the existence of a 
supreme all-powerful being, but they offered no sacrifices to him, 
nor did they speculate upon his attributes or regard him as 
interesting himself in their troubles or their joys. Every man 
worshipped the spirits of his own ancestors, and offered sacrifices 
to avert their wrath when he deemed that they were angry with 
him. The community worshipped in the same way the spirits of 
the ancestors of its Chief. 

• At nearly the e.--.me time the Rev. Mr. PelJigsier, l\nother French miRSionary, 
fonndE'd the station of Bethulie. An att<,mpt hnd previously beeu mnde by the London 
Al i&<ion Society to found a stfltion there for the 131.Uhmeu, but it had fnile<l. Mr. 
Pdlussic-r brought to Bethulio n pnrty of Bntlnpi under a chief 1111rned Lepui, who had 
been driven by the wars from their own country north of tho Vnul, an<l hntl been for 
l!Ome time living in the neighbourhood of Philippolli!. Some other licchua.na alro 
acoomJlllllied him. Bethulie wns not propled by Bnsuto, nor WM a claim to its groun<l 
eTer made by Moshesh, but from this date thcro wna o. elo,;o connection between it and 
\be atationa of the llQ.IDO Society in the Lcsuto. 
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Xll INTRODH'flON. 

Dut they had no defiDite idea of the mode of existence of these 
deities of theirs, and it had never struck them that the acts of this 
life could have any effect upon the spirit after death. They 
regarded the unseen world in which they believed with unmingled 
dr0ad, and drove all r0flcction concerning it from their thoughts 
whenever it WM possible to do so. They were in no sense an 
imaginative or speculative people, but directed their entire 
attention to such material objects as immediately affected their 
welfare. 

The Dasuto were then in such a condition that progress towards 
a higher kind of life, unless directed from some agency external to 
themselves, was nearly impossible. In other words, self develop­
ment with them must have been a very slow process, if it could be 
accomplished at all. For, first, their greatest dread was that of 
offending the spirits of their ancestors, and they held that any 
departure from established customs would assuredly do this and 
therefore bring evil upon them. Next, their belief in witchcraft 
Wilk opposed ·to progress of any kind. For a man who WM not a 
chief, and who differed from his fellows by being mentally in 
advance of them, would inevitably draw suspicion upon himself of 
being a wizard and would then fall a victim to their fury. 

This belief in witchcraft was the cause of a terrible amount of 
human suffering. All events that could not be readily compre­
hended,-sickness in mnn, murrain in cattle, blight in crops, even 
casual accidcuts,-were by them attributed to the agency of 
wizards and witches, and not the slightest compassion was felt for 
any unfortunate wretch whom the recognized witchfinder of the 
community pointed out as guilty. Confiscation of property, 
torture, death, were the penalties of being charged with this ideal 
offence. It was believed that one man could bewitch another by 
means of any such thing as a few hairs from his head, a clipping 
of a finger nail, a piece of clothing, or indeed anything whatever 
that had belonged to him, or ·could be brought into contact with 
him, or could be concealed in or about his hut. Occasional cases 
of real poisoning did undoubtedly occur, and each such case was 
additional proof to them that their belief was correct. 

They had strong faith in the power of charms to turn aside the 
evils directed against them, believed in the efficacy of certain 
medicines to give them courage or to make them invulnerable in 
battle, divined the issue of warlike operations by revolting 
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cruelties practised on animals, were guided in hall their actions by 
the position in which some bones of the character of dice fell 
when they were thrown. If to these superstitions be added their 
fear of meeting with ghosts and their strong belief in the existence 
of malevolent water spirits, some idea can be formed of the mental 
throldom in which the French missionaries found the Basuto when 
they took up their residence at Morija. 

But the subjects of Moshesh were very willing to learn from 
the strangers the arts which made the white men so rich and so 
powerful. Their views, of course, were at first limited to potent 
charms and medicines, as the principal moans of advancement; but 
they showed that they were not deficient in brain power, so that 
the missionaries had good hope of being able to raise them speedily 
in the scale of civilization. 

Messrs. A.rbousset, Casalis, and Gossellin found the strip of 
c-0untry about thirty or forty miles in width along the north­
western side of the Caledon from about 29° to 29" 30' latitude 
thinly inhabited by Basuto. On the opposite or south-eastern 
side of the rivar, a similar belt, extending to the Maluti or Peaked 
M:ountai.ns, was much· more thickly populated, though its inhabi­
tants were few compared with the number reached at a later date. 
Game of many kinds was abundant, which of itself was proof 
of a sparse and poorly armed population. Along the head waters 
of the Caledon the Batlokua wore living, between whom and the 
Basuto there was a bitter feeling of enmity. 

A few months later the population of one portion of the Lesuto 
was largely increased by the arrival of several bands of refugees 
under the leadership of some Wesleyan missionaries. None of 
these people were natives of the bordering districts. Some of them 
had been living for a few years in a dry and barretl locality far 
down the V aal River, others had been wandering about looking 
for some place to settle, when they hoard of the fertility of the 
ground along the Caledon and of its desolation, in consequence of 
which they directed their course towards it. At 'l'haba N chu the 
refugees found a Basuto headman named Moseme governing his 
villages, but he informed thorn that he was subordinate to Moshesh 
and had not power to give them permission to settle. 

The Basuto, so long accustomed to regard all strangers o.s 
enemies, were somewhat alarmed when the tidings were carried 
through the country that a body of unknown people, among whom 
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wero Korannas, had appeared at Thaba N elm. Two of the French 
clergymen immediately proceeded to ascertain particulars, and 
having learnt the object of the strangers, communicated it to 
Moshcsh. The fa.et that European missionaries were the leaders of 
the immigrants sufficed to dispel the fears of the Basu to, and 
Moshcsh, little imagining what trouble these people would here­
after cause him, cordially gave them permission to settle on the 
lands of his tribe. A document purporting to be an absolute sale 
to the Wesleyan Missionary Society of a tract of ground about 
Tbaha Nchu, several hundred square miles in extent, wns drawn 
up on the 7th of December 1833, and signed by Moshesh and 
Moscme on the one part and Messrs. Archbell, Edwards, and 
Jenkins on the other. The price paid is said therein to have been 
soven young oxen, one heifer, two sheep, and one goat. But there 
was no competent interpreter present when the arrangement was 
made, and it is very evident that Moshesh did not regard the 
transaction in the light of a sale, as he must at that time have 
been entirely unacquainted with any other system of disposing of 
laud than that practised by tribes of his own race. He oould not 
have comprehended the nature of the document, and in after years 
he constantly maintained that he had never intended to alienate 
the ground. 

According to the customs of the Basuto, as of all the Bechuana, 
the great chief of each tribe is in theory the owner of the whole 
of the territory pertaining to his subjects. But he holds it for the 
benefit of the tribe, and draws no revenue whatever from it. 
He can permit a foreign community to reside upon any unoccupied 
portion of it, but this permission holds good only for his own life, 
and his successor may require such a community to leave without 
any one feeling that he is acting unjustly. The great chief oa.n 
only alienate ground permanently with the consent of the whole 
governing body of the tribe assembled in council, and this would 
never be given in such a case as the admission of a small body of 
strangers. 

The sub-chiefs of a tribe, or the heads of the different clans of 
which it is composed, have no other power over the ground in their 
ref>pective districts than the right of allotting gardens to such of 
their people as need them. Each family has its own recognized 
garden, which it retains without interference as long as the ground 
is kept in cultivation, but it cannot be sold, nor can it be even lent 
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to another without the consent of the chief of the clan. The 
pasture lands are common property. 

But it is no uncommon occurrence for small and weak tribes, or 
fragments of tribes, to seek protection from some powerful ruler, 
and to have a tract of country assigned to their use within his 
domains. They give in such a case a few head of cattle as a mark 
of recognition of their subjection and of his sovereignty. In 
affixing his mark to the document purporting to be a deed of sale 
of the territory about Thaba Nchu, and to another a few months 
later disposing in the same manner of the territory about Plat berg, 
Moshesh believed he was merely agreeing to the admission into his 
tribe in the usual manner of a few more petty clans. He 
received and viewed these people as vassals, their chiefs possessing 
indeed full power of government of their own adherents, but 
holding their lands from him anc.l bound to acknowledge him as 
their superior and head in all matters affecting the combined 
communities. The immigrants were composed of the following 
clans:-

1. A body of Barolong under the Chief Moroko. These people 
were a section of a Bechuana tribe that had been shattered by the 
commotions occasioned by the Matabele irruption, and had migrated 
under Moroko's father from beyond the Vaal and Hart rivers. In 
1823 Messrs. Broadbent and Hodgson, two Wesleyan missionari<:>s, 
commenced the instruction of these people, and now after years of 
wandering about seeking a fertile tract of country tolerably secure 
against invasion, followed by temporary settlement in a locality far 
to the westward where gardens could only be made in occasional 
good seasons, their successors had brought them to a place where 
they might hope to make a permanent home.• These Barolong 
wera located at The.be. N chu, close by the Basuto of Moseme. 

2. A clan of Kora.nnns under a. lender named Jan Han to, who 
died shortly after this and was succeeded by Gert To.aibosch. 
These were Hottentots, with ho.bits ill fitted for a settled 
life, as they were still a purely pastoral people. In disposition, 
language, and customs, ns well as in colour, they differed greatly 
from all the members of the Bantu race. The least stable in 
cha.ra.cter of any people on earth, without attachment to locality of 

• Particulars are to be found In a little volume of 204 png<'I!, by the Rev. 
Samuel BroGdbent, published at London in 1865, and entitled A Narrative of tl,e Fir,t 
~11lrtllw,ion of C1tril,ia111,, lltMflfll ,Ae Barolo11g lrib& of lJulmamu, So,i/1, A/riea. 
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birth or residence, so impatient of restraint that their chiefs 
possessed little or no power, indolent to the last degree, careless 
about the future so long as immediate wo.nts were supplied, • 
regardless of the rights of others, callous to the sufferings of 
human beings or dumb animals, these Kor::mnas yet surpassed the 
Bantu in power of imagination and in speculations upon the 
workings of nature. 'l'ho clan under Jan Hu.nto migrated 
from beyond the Van.I River, tho grazing grounds on which t.hey 
had previously tonclod their herds being far away to tho north­
west. They were now located at Merumetsu. 

3. A small party of half breeds, of mixed European and 
Hottentot blood, umlcr a captain nmuecl Carolus Duutje. These 
people, who were located at Platberg, came from the northern 
districts of the Cape Colony. 

4. A small party of Gric1un.s under a captain named Peter 
Davids. This was the remnant of a comparativdy large body of 
Hottentots and people of mixed European, Hottentot, Dushman, 
and negro blood, which had been nearly destroyed by the Matabele. 
They had lived for many years by hunting and by plundering 
defenceless tribes, but their late leader Darend Darcnds, having 
attacked a kraal of Mn.tabele in 1831, chew upon himself and his 
rabble following the vengeance of Msilikazi, a hotly of whose 
warriors frll upon and almost cxtcrmiuatecl tlwm.• Those who 
escaped ckstructiou then plac(·d themselws umler the g1tillauee of 
the European teaclwrs. They wc·re now located at Lishuane. 

At 1111 tho different settlements mentioned al,ove, and also 
at Imparani, among the l3atlokua, "\V csleyan missionaries were 
henceforth stationed. 

Immigrants of still another rnce were about to make their 
appearance. As early as 1819 small parties of European hunters 
bP.gan to penetrate tho country between Cornet Spruit nnd the 
Caledon, and a fow years later they occn.sionally went nearly as far 
north as Thaba Bosigo. In their wanderings they encountered no 
other inhabitants than a fow savage Bushmen, and they therefore 
regarded the country as open to occupation. About the same time 
some nomadic Doers from the district of Colesberg wore tempted 

• For particulars of thfa ONut sec Chnptcr 26 of Tl,e Wild Sport, of S011tl,ern 
Af1·ica, hei11g the Nnrrati,·c of au E:rp1·ditio11 (in /l,c year 18:J6) f,·om tlic C11pe of Good 
Hope tl1ro119li tlw 1i,rri/01·ie., *f th,· (,'l,ief Jlosdel:at&c to t/16 Tt'upic of Cnpricorn.-B7 
Cuptain William Gomwulli.e Hurris. 
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to make a temporary residence in the district between the Orange 
and }fodder rivers, on ascertaining that grass was to be found 
there during seasons of drought in the colony. They did not, 
however, remain long, nor did they come within several days' 
journey of the Basuto outposts. But from this period they 
continued to cross the river whenever pasturage failed in the south, . 
and gradually they made their way eastward. 

At length a party of fourteen or fifteen families settled at a 
place which they named Zevenfontein, on the western bank of the 
Caledon, with the intention of remaining there permanently. 
They fowid no people in that neighbourhood but Bushmen, and no 
one objected to their occupation of the land. With this exception, 
hardly any of the Boers who moved into the district along the 
Caledon at this early date contemplated settlement. They merely 
sought pa:oturage for a few months, or they visited it in hunting 
expeditions, in either case coming and going as suited their 
convenience. But after a while one after another saw good to 
select a tract of land for his own exclusive use and take up a fixed 
abode upon it. 

About this time the Dasuto who had fled from their country 
during the years of greatest commotion heard in the distant districts 
in which they had taken refuge that a chief of their own race was 
building up their nation once more, and that his government 
afforded protection without being tyrannical. They bf'gan therefore 
to return to the land of their fathers, and every year now saw a 
great increase in the population. These refugP.es brought more 
than mere numerical strength. Many of them came from the Cape 
Colony, where they had been in service, and these took back with 
them as the most valued of all possessions the weapons of the 
white man, weapons which would protect them against sufiering 
again such awful calamities M those they had formerly gone 
through. 

Other native refugees were also swelling the population of the 
Lesuto. Fragments of dilierent broken Bechuana clans, hearing 
of. the wisdom and generosity and valour of Moshcsh, came and 
88ked to be taken under his protection. 

A clan that has since occupied a prominent position in Dasuto 
affairs made its first appearance now. This was a fragment of tho 
Bataung, which had been wandering about ever since the great 
dispersion. In 1837 this clan settled at Mekuatling, its object 
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being to rally there its scattered members and then proceed to its 
former home on the Sand River. But this plan was frustrated by 
subsequent events, and the section of the Bataung under the Chief 
Molitsane remained in the Lesuto as a vassal clan of the Basuto 
tribe. Mr. Daumas, a missionnry of the Paris Evangelical Society, 
took up his residence with them. 

And so the power of Moshesh was growing rapidly. The 
Boers when they returned to the banks of th1, Caledon, after an 
absence of only a few months, often found a Basuto village where 
they had grmwd their herds on their previous visit, and questions 
began to be asked as to who had the best right to the grolllld. At 
first this was a question of little importance, for there was still so 
much vacant land that by one or the other moving a little further, 
room could be folllld for all. But the country was fast becoming 
peopled. 

In 1835 the residents at Zevcnfontein were called away to assist 
in the protection of the border of tho colony nrainst tho Knflirs, 
and when the war was over and some of them returned, they 
found that the ground they had occupied had in the interval 
become a Mission Station. The Rev. Mr. Rolland, of the French 
Missionnry Society, who had previously been labouring with a 
tribe far to the northward, had taken up his residence there, and a 
mixed population of Dasuto and Barolong was gathering around 
him. Mcshcsh was acknowledged as the Supreme Chief, the 
people of tho station being regarded as a clan with large powers 
of self government. The name of Zevenfontein had been replaced 
by that of Beersheba. 

In 1836 and 1837 the great emigration of Boers from the Cape 
Colony took place. Most of the emigrants passed on to Natal or 
to the districts north and west, but some hundreds of families 
remained in the outskirts of thP, Basuto country, intending either 
to rest there for a short period or to settle permanently. For a 
year or two there was a continual swaying backward al}(l forward 
of the Refugees from Nutul, the 'l'mnsrnal, and the "\Vestem 
Districts of the present Free State, which kept the Basuto borucr 
in comtant commotion. 

Moshesh and hie vassal chiefs treated these Europeans with 
mueh kindne88. When the cattle of one advanced party were 
swept off by the Mata be le north of the V aal, Moroko sent oxen to 
bring back the waggons of their laager, thus rescuing them from 
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almost certain death, an act for which the Emigrants have never 
since oeased to express themselves grateful. Moshesh gave them 
free leave to rest in his country, merely warning them that he 
regarded them as travellers, and that they must not consider as 
their property the lands on which they were temporarily residmg. 
But the extent of his jurisdiction not being dete1mined, par­
ticularly in the large district between Morija and the Cape 
Colony, the farmers in general ignored his authority wherever 
there were no villages of his subjects, and claimed the right 
of first oocupants of waste ground. Sikonyela was the only Chief 
who acted. towards them in an unfriendly manner. On one 
occasion he tried to expose a body of them to an attack of the 
Zulus by leading a herd of stolen cattle through their encamp­
ment ; but Pieter Retief, by causing him to be arrested and 
detained until Dingan's oxen were restored, taught the marauder 
that the Europeans were not to be trifled with. 

And now for some years there was comparative tranquillity in 
thfl land. Petty di,putes between the different branches of the 
community were indeed frequent, and occasionally a few lives 
were lost in an obscure quarrel, but there was no invasion from 
outside, no devastation on a large scale. The gardens were tilled 
again and cattle increased, so that food became plentiful, and 
wherever this is the case African tribes speedily recover the 
numbers wasted by £amine and war. 

Thus the various sections of the population of the Lesuto,­
Basuto, Batlokua, Fingos, Darolong, Korannas, Mixed Breeds, 
Griquas, Bataung, and Boers,-came to occupy the positions in 
which they were in 1842. 

A great deal of :information is contained in n book written by the Rev. Thomas 
ArbouMet, and entitled Relation d'un Voyaged' E:rplora tio11 a11 Nord-Est de la Colo11ie 
du Cap de Bomu-&pera1tce, entrepri• da11s /,ts mois d'! .llar,, ..d.t•ril, et Mai, 1836, pa,· 
MJL. T . ..d.rbom,et et F. Dawnas, Mis1iom1ai1·es de la Societi de, Jli&aio111 E!'a11geliques de 
Par~. It i!I nnoctnvo volume of 608 pages, with mop and plates, published at Paris in 
184,2. This work contains a.n account of a journey from Morija to the V Ml River and 
back by another route, with a description of the country tra.-ersed and the various clans 
rncount.ered. It gives a nvid picture of the desolation and misery cnu..sed by the wars 
in thoee regioru, a short time previously. It also contain~ a large amount of useful and 
intenll!ting information upon nnti.-e customs. There is no English translation, published 
at C11pe Town in 1846, but it is without the chnrt or plntes. An edition published a, 
London and Aberdeen in 1852 conmins the churt. 

r: 
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2. 
THE TREATY OF SIR GEORGE NAPIER AND THE PROTl..:CTORATE OF 

SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND. 

THE GovERN!l[ENT under which the Boers who had emigrated 
from the Cape Colony and settled along the Lower Caledon were 
living,-if indeed it can be called a government at all,-was of 
such a nature that individuals could commit almost any crime 
without being brought to punishment. There was neither a police 
nor a regularly constituted tribunal of justioo. As in all commu­
nities, there were among the Refugees men of fierce passions and 
lawless habits, and these were in a position where they were free 
from restraint. A law indeed existed on paper under which 
they could be tried in the Colony for crimes committed anywhere 
south of the 25th parallel of latitude, but there was no effective 
machinery for putting it in operation. 

Under such circumstances it is evident that sooner or later there 
must have been disturbances in the country, no matter how 
peaceably inclined the great majority of the Emigrants may have 
been. A few evil-doers, setting native courts at defiance and 
owning no law but the law of might, had always the peace of the 
land in their keeping. In 1837 an outrage had been perpetrated at 
Beersheba Mission Stntion,-whcn t-ome Bushmen children were • 
forcibly carried off by two ilHlividunls of notoriously bad character, 
-which attracted the attention of the Colonial and English 
governments. Two years later other nets of violence were reported 
to the Lieutenant Governor of the Eastern Districts of the Cape 
Colony, who replied that the criminals were in n~position where the 
colonial laws could not reach them, but that being in the country 
of Moshesh they were subject to his jurisdiction. • 

The Basuto Chief had sufficient foresight to know that if ho 
were to proceed against a European he would incur the enmity of 
the great body of the Emigrants, who, though they might have no 
sympathy with the evil-doer, would resent his punishment as 
implying alRo their snhjection to native jurisdiction. He could, 
in short, only punish a European at the imminent risk of war. 
Every year also he saw more of the land which he claimed as 
his people's coming into possession of these forn1idable strangers, 
whose numbers were constantly increasing, and at length h~ 
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became alarmed. In May, 1842, acting upon the advice of the 
French Missionaries and encouraged by the reports which he 
heard from some of his people of the justice of our laws, he 
made proposals to the Lieutenant Governor to be taken into treaty 
relationship with the Colonial Government, being convinced, as he 
stated, that the existence !I.Ild independence of his tribe could 
only be preserved by the protection of the English Sovereign. 

The Lieutenant Governor recommended that the application 
should be acceded to, as did also the Rev. Dr. Philip, General 
Superintendent of the London Society's Missions in South Africa, 
to whom the question was referred, the Government at that time 
placing great value upon his opinions in all matters affecting 
natives. In September a proclamation was issued by Sir George 
Napier forbidding encroachment by any of Her Majesty's sub­
jects upon the territories of the native tribes beyond the Colonial 
border and adjacent to the Orange River ; but it was altogether 
disregarded by the Emigrant Boers. Its sole effect was to 
afford a pretext to some of the petty chieftains who were men­
tioned in it by name subsequently to claim independent rights of 
government. . 

After some correspondence between the heads of the govern­
ment and Dr. Philip, a document was signed at Thaba Bosigo in 
December 1843, by which the Basuto Chief entered into a formal 
alliance with the Cape Colony. In this treaty the boundaries of 
Basutoland were laid down, though not in very precise language ; 
but the correspondence which followed shows what was intended. 
On the north-western side of the Caledon a belt of land twenty­
five or thirty miles broad, from the outposts of Bethulie Mission 
Station up to the part occupied by the Batlokua., was acknowledged 
to belong to Moshesh. Between the Caledon and the Orange the 
whole district was admitted by the Queen's representative in this 
formal document to be under the government of that Chief. It 
gave him a claim, regardless of its being otherwise well or ill 
founded, to every farm occupied by the Emigrants in the south­
western portion of that territory, where upon their arrival not a 
single Mosuto was found residing. 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to determine precisely 
what extent of country the subjects of Moshesh were in justice 
entitled to at that time. But ft.SSuming either that the remnants 
of the different tribes had a right to the whole of the territory 

~~ 
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their ancestors had occupied before 1820, or that the mixed 
community which now acknowledged Moshesh as its head was the 
owner of the entire country over which it was spread, the 
boundaries laid down in the treaty were incorrect. In either case 
it took from the then-existing Dasuto tribe a large and fertile 
district to which it could set up a valid claim, and gave it another 
which had never been in its actual possession. 

The ma.in object of the treaty was to strengthen the hands of 
Moshesh by making the Emigrants living along the Caledon 
amenable to his jurisdiction. But those settlers from the first 
declined to consider it binding upon them, and it had no effect 
whatever upon their movements. 

It satisfied no one. Moshesh claimed more than it gave him, 
inasmuch as it cut off a portion of the territory occupied by 
Moroko and Gert Tnaibosch. He asked that it should be amended 
so ns to include the whole of thnt district. The Rev. Mr. Shaw, 
General Superintendent of W esleynn Mis8ions in South Africn, on 
the other hand, asked thnt Moroko, Peter Dnvids, Carolus Baatje, 
and Gert To.o.ibosch should be recognized as independent of 
Moshesh, and a separate treaty be made with them conjointly. 
Hereupon the Government entered into correspondence with Dr. 
Philip and the French Missionaries, but as the opinion of these 
gentlemen was directly opposed to that of Mr. Shaw, no satis­
factory result was arrived at, and it wns ultimately determined 
not to do anything further in the matter just then, but to wait 
in hope that the Chiefs interested would come to some arrangement 
among themselves. The difficulties inseparable from interference 
in such mntters as these were already beginning to be troublesome. 

Shortly after this Sir George Napier was succeeded by Sir 
Peregrine Maitlnnd. The new Governor endeavoured by menus of 
correspondence with the missionari"s to become acquainted with nll 
the particulars of the subject, but found their opinions and stat<'­
ments so contradictory that he could come to no conclusion. In 
June 1845 His Excellency, attended by the Attorney General and 
some other gentlemen competent to aid him in forming an opinion, 
visited the country north of the Orange River, and was met by 
Moshesh and the other chieftainr, in person at Touw Fontein, where 
a military camp was temporarily formed. 

The Governor there proposed that a fresh treaty should be 
entered into, under which a British Protectorate should be estab-
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lished over the whole territory between the Orange and the V aa1 ; 
that the boundary of that portion only of Basutoland which w~s 
not in dispute should be laid down, without, however, in any 
manner annulling the Chief's claim to the remainder, but leaving 
that for settlement after further inquiry ; that as regarded the 
Basuto and the Boers, a well defined limit should be agreed upon, 
on one side of whi<1h the Emigrants should be permitted to hold 
farms on lease, half the quitrent of which was to be paid to 
Moshesh, and half reserved to meet the expense of the British 
Resident's establishment; and that no Emigrant should be allowed 
to occupy land beyond the defined limit. The treaty as proposed 
was also to cont'lin clauses providing for the establishment of 
courts of justice and for the raising of military forces. To this 
proposal Moshesh at once acceded. 

The intention of Sir Peregrine Maitland was to secure to the 
Basuto for their exclusive use as much of the country as was 
necessary for their maintenance, to give Moshesh the benefit of a 
revenue from the district occupied by Europeans, and to recognize 
his sovereignty over the whole of the land within the lines of the 
Xapier treaty. An arrangement precisely similar was concluded 
with Adam Kok, the Captain of a few hundred Griquas, whose 
sovereignty was recognized over a very large portion of what 
is now the Orange Free State. 

Molitsane, who was desirous of recovering a portion of the 
territory formerly occupied by the Bataung north of Basutoland, 
requested that his claims might be inquired into, and that he might 
be included in the treaty which it was intended to make with 
Moshesh. To this Sir Peregrine Maitland agreed. 

At Touw Fontein Moshesh offered for the use of the Emigrant 
Farmers the tract of country between the Orange and the Caledon 
up to a line drawn from Commissie Drift to Buffels Vlei, in which 
district no Ilasuto were then living. This line, however, was not 
agreed to by the Governor, who wished to make further inquiries 
into the relative positions of the Natives and the Europeans in 
that quarter before coming to a final decision. Field Commandant 
Gideon Joubert, a loyal, intelligent, and trustworthy man, who 
was favourably regarded by the natives and at the same time 
had a warm sympathy with the Emigrant Farmers, was there£ ore 
commissioned to visit the country and to communicate to the 
Government the resuli of his observations. 
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Mr. Joubert found the missionaries of the French and the 
Wesleyan Societies holding opposite opinions as to the rights of 
Moshesh to the sovereignty of the country occupied by Moroko, 
Gert Taaibosch, Peter Davids, and Carolus Baatje. This was 
to some extent a natural consequence of the different method of 
management adopted by the two Societies. 

The French missionaries, placed for life in one spot, regarded 
the question from the native point of view. Less than any other 
of the numerous agents of Missionary Societies established in 
South Africa, did they make it their business to destroy all native 
customs that were not in accordance with European ideas, but 
in general tried to judge of everything according as it was in 
itself moral or immoral, right or wrong. They were not endeavour­
ing to make the Bo.suto mere copyists of white men, but 
encouraged them rather to move onward in a groove of their own 
selection and adapted to their own way of thinking. And in this 
lay the secret of their success as civilizers and of the great influence 
which they acquired in the Lesuto. 

The Wesleyan missionaries, on the contrary, being frequently 
moved from one locality to another, never ceased to look at any 
question from a purely European standpoint. They waged 
incessant war against every habit that did not agree with their 
own, and consequently they were averse to a system of govern­
ment like that which Moshesh was endeavouring to retain. 

There was another reason for this disagreement, in the almost 
unavoidable partisanship of the members of each Society for the 
chiefs with whom they were residing. A missionary is usually 
so situated that he sees all the virtues of his neighbours and all 
the vices of strangers. The results of this have been repeatedly 
observed in South Africa, and nowhere have they been so striking 
as in the correspondence of the missionaries with Moroko, 
Sikonyeln, and Molitsane. 

Mr. Joubert heard the statements of both parties. Though he 
W88 indignant at some of the preposterous claims advanced on 
behalf of To.aibosch, he was inclined to favour the view of the 
Wesleyan missionaries, because he thought it advisable to prevent 
Moshesh from becoming too powerful, and because Moroko and 
To.o.ibosch offered large tracts of land for the use of the Boers. 
With regard U'l the district between the Caledon and the Orange, 
the Basuto Chief declined U'l make a line higher than the one 
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offered to the Governor, namely from Commissie Drift to Buffels 
v1ei { now Aliwal North), though Mr. Joubert reported that he 
found no Basuto south of the Koesberg, and that line would not 
include seventy-two farms occupied by two hundred and eighty­
nine Emigrant families. The Commissioner did not entertain a 
wry high opinion of the prowess of the Basuto. They appeared 
to him to be a feeble race compared with the hnlfbreeds under 
Davids and Baatje. Subsequent events were to prove how greatly 
llilstaken he was in this respect. 

At the end of October in this year, 1845, Captain Sutton, an 
officer of the Cape Mounted Rifles, was appointed British Resident 
among the Native Tribes to the North-East of the Colony. Under 
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, as Special Magistrate he could 
arrest any British subject charged with the commission of a crime 
of magnitude south of the twenty-fifth parallel of latitude, take 
depositions, and send the accused person with the necessary 
witnesses into the colony for trial. The foundation of all other 
authority to be exercised by him was to be derived from the Chiefs 
with whom it was contemplated to make treaties, as their sove­
reignty was to be maintained. It was intended to provide in the 
treaties that the Chiefs should confer upon the British Resident 
judicial power in all civil and criminal cases between Natives aud 
Europen.ns, except when Europeans charged with grave crimes 
were to be sent into the colony for trio.I. But he was to have no 
authority in cases affecting natives only, nor in civil cases 
between Europeans. 

A treaty to this effect was shortly after entered into with Adam 
Kok, under which the British Resident held very considerable 
powers in the extensive territory recognized by the Government 
as belonging to that Chief ; but o.s the intended treaty with 
Moshesh was never concluded, he had no legal authority in Bo.suto­
land. In January 1846 Captain Sutton was succeeded as 
British Resident by Captain Warden, the officer commanding a 
small force of Cape Mounted Riflemen stationed in Adam Kok's 
country. 

About the time of Captain Warden's appointment the old 
animority •between the Basuto and the Batlokua, which had been 
smouldering for some years, broke out afresh. Dasuto refugees 
were still returning to the country, and Moshesh's power was 
therefore constantly increasing, while Sikonyela, owing to vicious 
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government of his people, was becoming weaker. There was ample 
space in other portions of the Lesuto to locate all the returning 
refugees and ten times their number, without putting any one to 
inconvenience; but Moshesh resolved to strengthen his outposts on 
the Batlokua border. To this Sikonyela objected, and threatened 
to attack one of Moshesh's sons who was stationed there, upon 
which a strong Basuto army was sent to the front. 

At this stage Moshesh reported the matter to the Colonial 
• Government. Standing in awe of the great power of which he had 

heard so much, and believing in its friendly disposition towards 
him and his people, he would not enter upon a war without its 
sanction, unless compelled to do so in self defence. The British 
Resi-:lent, upon being made acquainted with this matter, considered 
it his duty to endeavour to prevent hostilities, and Sir Peregrine 
Maitland approved of his offering to mediate between the Chiefs 
in the capacity of an arbiter selected by themselves tc preserve the 
peace of the country. 

With the object of trying to settle this matter and the complica­
ted land questions previously referred to, a conference of all the 
disputants was brought about by the British Resident, and took 
place at Platberg in March 1846. There were present Captain 
Warden and his clerk, two French missionaries, a Wesleyan 
missionary, the chief Moshesh with his sons Letsie and Molnpo, 
the chief Sikonyela with his brother Mota, the chief Molitsane 
with his sons Moiketsi and Mokhele, the chief Moroko, the captains 
Adam Kok, Peter Davids, and Carolus Baatje, a representative of 
Gert Taaibosch, and a number of councillors and leading men of 
all parties. 

The conference lasted for nearly two days, at the end of which 
the British Resident, finding it impossible to bring the various 
chiefs to an agreement, proposed that they should submit their 
respective claims to a Commission to be appointed by the Governor, 
and engage to keep peace with each other until His Excellency's 
pleasure should be known. The chiefs consented to the proposal, 
and a document to this effect was drawn up and received the marks 
of them all. 

A Commission, however, was never appointed. The Governor, 
indeed, favoured the proposal, but while the preliminary arrange­
ments were in progress, the Kaffir war of 1846 broke out on the 
Eastern Colonial Frontier, and occupied the attention of Sir 
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Peregrine Ma.itlo.nd and of his successor Sir Henry Pottinger to 
the exclusion of less pressing matters. 

During the progress of the war with the Amaxosa, Moshesh ex­
pressed the most friendly feelings towards the British Government. 
He offered his assistance against the enemy, but the Authorities 
considered it advisable not to encourage his active co-operation. 
Some strangers, at first believed to be fugitive Kaffirs, having 
crossed his boundaries, he placed a strong armed party on the 
frontier to prevent any enemies of the colony from entering his 
country. It was subsequently ascertained that the strangers who 
had caused the alarm had not been in any way implicated in the 
war. The Baphuti of Morosi were robbed of a few hundred head 
of cattle by a petty Xosa chief, who took advantage of a time of 
disturbance to fall upon this clan, between whom and himself there 
was an ancient feud ; but this circumstance can hardly be connected 
with the Kaffir war, though Moshesh wished it to be regarded as a 
loss SUBtained by his people in consequence of his alliance with 
the colony. A few months later both Moshesh and Morosi gave 
assistance to the British Resident in an attack made by him upon 
some Tambookies in the Wittebergen District south of the Orange 
River, who were reported to be secreting great herds of cattle 
swept off from the colony by the Amaxosa ; but this movement of 
Captain Warden drew down upon him severe censure from Sir 
Henry Pottinger, who believed that Moshesh and Morosi had acted 
treacherously towards the Tambookies. 

On another occasion the British Resident was obliged to call out 
some native contingents to his assistance. There was a party of 
Boers who had been deprived of farms which they had leased from 
Griquas in that portion of Adam Kok's country reserved under the 
treaty with Sir Peregrine Maitland, and these felt inclined to resist 
their expulsion. Under the leadership of an Emigrant named Jan 
Kok they took up arms, but were quickly and easily dispersed by 
the military force under <Japta.in Warden, aided by contingents of 
Barolong, Korannas, and Griquas. Moshesh informed the Boers 
on this occasion t4at his whole tribe was at the disposal of the 
British Government. 

Towards the close of 1846 Sir Peregrine Maitland endeavoured 
to eliminate one element of discord from the question of territorial 
ownership, by offering to the two captains of the mixed breeds 
tracts of land in the valley of the Bnffalo River, in the present 
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Division of King William's Town, if they would remove from the 
Lesuto ; but the negotiations connected with this object fell 
through. 

Sir Henry Pottinger who, in addition to being Governor of the 
Cape Colony, held the office of High Commissioner, was in favour 
of the settlement of the disputes between the Chiefs by a Commis­
sion whose decision should be binding upon them all; but no n.otive 
measures were taken in this direction, though the British Resident 
continued to urge it, and Moshesh repeatedly begged that his claims 
might be investigated and decided upon. 

Meantime the bitter f C'cling between the Batlokua and the Basuto 
was every now and again showing itself. Sikonyela adhered but a 
very short time to the agreement to keep the peace made at Plat­
berg, and with hardly any pretence attacked a petty Basuto chief 
named Letsela, killed several of his people, and carried off some 
herds of his cattle. The affair was investigated by the British 
Resident, whose decision was that the Datlokua Chief should restore 
his booty, but though he promised to do so he failed to keep 
his word. 

Fourteen years had DOW elapsed since the arrival of the pioneer 
French missionaries in the Lesuto, during which time the Society 
had scattered its agents over the whole country. In 1837 
the station at Thaba Bosigo was founded by Mr. Gossellin, 
o.nd in the following year Mr. Casalis took up his residence 
there, leaving Mr. Arbouaset at Morija. In 1843 the 
etation of Berea was founded by Mr. Maitin, o.nd the station 
of Bethesda by Mr. Schrumpf. In 1846 Mr. Keck commenced 
the mission at Cana among the people along the Putiatsana who 
had only reoently been cannibals. Mola.po o.nd his followers now 
removed from Morija and took up their residence near Mr. Keck. 
In 1847 a station was formed at the Koesberg by Mr. Cochet, and 
was named by him Hebron. The country all about was occupied 
by Boers, but the chief Lebenya with a few followers lived on the 
mountain. Ono of the objects of Mr. Cochet in founding this 
station was to attract a Basuto community to it, and thus extend 
the tribe in that direction. In 18-17 also the station at llermon 
was founded by Mr. Dyke. 

Moshesh, without embracing Christianity himself, was a finn 
friend of the missionaries, giving them ample protection, making 
the necessary grants of land whenever o.nd wherever they desired, 
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and requiring his subjects to reside in the neighbourhood of the 
churches and schools. He even took pa.rt in the public services 
and frequently acted as an exhorter. On all important occasions 
he sought counsel from the Christian teachers, and seldom neglected 
to do as they advised. 

But il the missionaries owed much to Moshesh, he certainly 
owed more to them. The English Government, some have asserted, 
made Moshesh great by its countenance and its protection. The 
Boers, others have stoutly maintained, were the real preservers of 
the Basuto people, by acting as a wall of defence against extemal 
enemies. But to the French missionaries must be attributed,· more 
than to all other foreign agencies combined, the existence of the 
Basuto as a powerful tribe. Disintegration would have followed 
the return of prosperity, the various elements which had not yet 
had time to blend must have fallen asunder, but for them. They 
saw the danger of anarchy, and directed every effort to support the 
influence and power of the Great Chief, who was not only the 
friend of missions but the sole individual capable of preserving 
order in the land. 

In December 1847, when Sir Harry Smith assumed office as 
Governor of the Cape Colony and High Commissioner with the 
Native Tribes beyond, the position of affairs in Basutoland was 
briefly as follows : 

Moshesh still relied upon the friendship and justice of the 
English Govemment, and continued to hope that a Commission 
would be appointed without much further delay to investigate and 
decide upon the disputed land claims. His communications with 
the Government were conducted in the manner of a civilized power, 
letters being written to his dictation by one or other of the 
missionaries residing with him and read by his sons who had been 
educated in Cape Town. His people had advanced greatly in 
knowledge under the teaching of the French clergymen. Hundreds 
of his subjects went every year to take service with farmers in the 
colony, and other hundreds returned, bringing with them the 
heifers or the guns which they had earned. Large quantities of 
millet, maize, and even wheat were exchanged after every harvest 
for articles of English manufacture. 

Molitsane had almost lost hope of recovering any portion of the 
original country of his people. Nearly the whole of it was now 
occupied by the Emigrant B.)ers, who laid claim to it by 
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virtue of having purchased it from the hereditary chief of the 
Bataung. 

The feeling of jealousy between the Barolong, Korannas, and 
mixed breeds on one side, and the Basuto on the other, had been 
deepening ever since the immigrant clans had put forward preten­
sions to be independent, and it would have needed but little incite­
ment at this moment to bring on a collision between them. 

The Emigrant Boers hnd been increasing in number in the 
district south of the Lesuto, and were now buying and selling 
farms, without any reference to Mosbcsh, in a tract of country 
fully three tin1es as lo.rge as that comprised between the Caledon 
and Orange and a line from Commissie Drift to Bu.ffels Vlei. 

3. 

SIR HARRY SMITH'S DEALINGS WITH THE NATIVES NORTH 01'' 
THE ORA~t,E. 

ON the 27th of January 1848 Sir Harry Smith had a conference 
with Moshesh at Winburg. It was not two mouths since His 
Excellency's arrival in South Africa, and he had nlrendy extended 
the Cape Colony eastward to the Keiskama and northward from 
its old boundary to the Orange River, and hnd proclaimed Kaf­
fraria from the Keiskama to the Kei a dependency of the British 
Crown. He was now on the way to N atnl, whither he wns 
hurrying in hope of preventing a general exodus of Europeans 
from that country. 

The Governor remained only a portion of one dny at Winburg. 
Moshesh, with his sons and Mr. Caso.lie, who had reached the 
village the evening before, rode out to meet him as he approached. 
An hour after his arrival the formal conference took place. There 
were present His Excellency Sir Harry Smith, his private secre­
tary, the Chief Mosh•!sh with some of his sons, brothers, and 
councillora, and Mr. Caso.lie, who interpreted. 

His Excellency hastily explained that the object he wished to 
secure was a permanent couuition of peace, harmony, and tran-
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quillity. He intended therefore to proclaim the sovereignty of the 
Queen over ell the country in which the Emigrant Farmers were 
residing, and to establish magistracie1.1, churches, and schools 
wherever they were settled. With the internal government of 
the native tribes or their laws and customs he had no intention 
of interfering ; but on the contrary desired to preserve the here­
ditary rights of the chiefs, and to prevent further encroachment 
upon their lands by the Emigrant Farmers. The quitrents would 
be required to meet the expenses of government, therefore Sir 
Peregrine Maitland's arrangement to pay half the a.mount to the 
Chief could not be carried out, but this loss would be made good 
l,y annual presents. 

Moshesh admitted the necessity of a paramount power in the 
eountry, and approved of the establishment of governmental ma­
chinery among the European immigrants. As to the quitrents, he 
would say nothing, as he did not wish money questions to stand in 
the way of any arrangement beneficial to the whole community. 
But he desired that no portion of his country should be cut off 
entirely from his people, so that no one should be able to eay to 
him thereafter" this land is no longer yours." He asked what 
arrangement would be made where a Boer wns found living in or 
near a native town. 

The Governor answered that they must continue to live to­
gether. But he was in such haste that he was unwilling to 
enter into details of his plan, nor would he discus3 the disputed 
qut!Btions between Moshesh and the minor chiefs. 

At this conference Sir Harry Smith professed the warmest re­
gard for Moshesh, and used the most complimentary and flattering 
language in addressing him. In the afternoon of the same day 
the Governor, holding the Basuto Chief by the hand, introduced 
him to the farmers assembled at "'\Vinburg as the mn.n to whom 
they were indebted for the peace they had hitherto enjoyed. 

Moshesh readily affixed his mark to a document in agreement 
with the Governor's proposals. That he comprehended what these 
proposnls would lead to is, however, doubtful. All natives are 
slow of thought, and the Basuto Chief, though considered by 
every one who ea.me in contact with him to be the most intelligent 
black man in South Africa, could hardly have grasped the 
import of all he heard that morning. But one or two points, 
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-such as that the Ew-opea.ns and natives were to live together 
in peace, that the Boers were to be restrained from occupying any 
more of the land claimed by his people, that he was to be con­
sidered the great friend and ally of the Governor, a.nd that his mle 
over his own people was not to be interfered with,-were within 
his comprehension, and he showed afterwards that he remembered 
them well. 

He signed because he put unbounded confidence in the 
justie9 an-d benevolence of the English Government, and notwith­
standing all Sir Harry Smith's eccentricities as displayed that 
day, Moshesh saw in the excitable, hasty-tempered, easily moved 
Governor,-who was at one moment pretending to snore to indi­
cate the state of peace that would follow the adoption of his 
measures,-at another, browbeating a poor wretch of a Kaffir 
whom he had brought from the En.stern Colonial Frontier,-and 
again, bathed in tears and speechless with emotion when laying 
the foundation stone of a church,-the representative of the Great 
and Beneficent Power that he had been taught to look up to with 
feelings almost of veneration. 

At daybreak next morning the energetic Governor was in the 
saddle, htl.8tening towards Natal. On the banks of the Tugela he 
met a large body of Boers who were about to leave that Colony, 
and from their camp, on the 3rd of February, he issued a pror.la­
mation declaring the Sovereignty of Her Majesty the Queen of 
England over the whole country between the Orange and the 
V aal eastward to the Quathlamba Mountains, including the 
territory of the Ba.auto. 

In this proclamation the objects are stated to be the protection 
and preservation of the just a.nd hereditary rights of the Native 
Chiefs and the rule and welfare of the European settlers. Under 
it, disputes as to territory between the Chiefs and all matters 
affecting the peace and harmony of South Africa were to be settled 
by the Paramonnt Authority, but there was to be no interference 
with the internal government of the tribes. The Doers alone were 
to be brought under the jurisdiction of magistrates, a.nd they alone 
were to provide the means of carrying on the government. 

In issuing this proclamation, Sir Harry Smith believed that the 
great majority of the European immigrants were in favour of the 
course he was adopting. They had all received him in ~e most 
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friendly manner as he passed through their settlements, and eome 
few had spoken to him plainly of their need of better government 
than they then possessed. The Governor thought that in the 
colll'80 of his hurried journey through the country he bnd made 
himself thoroughly acquainted with the condition, the wants, and 
the feelings of the people. He was full of confidence too in his 
imaginary personal influence with the Boers. When Captain 
Warden, the British Resident, expressed an opinion that if the 
Queen's authority were proclaimed north of the Orange River, ad­
ditional troops would be requisite, His Excellency replied, " my 
"dea.r fellow, pray bear in mind that the Boers are my children, 
" and I will have none other here for my soldiers ; your detach­
" ment will march for the Colony immediately." And in this 
confidenoe a garrison of thirty-six Cape Mounted Riflemen only 
was left to defend a territory fifty thousand square miles in extent. 

The Governor was not long self deceived. Few of the Emigrant 
Boers were disposed under any circumstances to submit again to 
English rule, and there was one clause in the Proclamation of 
Sovereignty which caused most even of these to resist the new 
government. Sir Harry Smith made it a condition of holding a 
farm. that every able-bodied man upon it should be liable to mili­
tary service in aid of Her Majesty· and her allies, whenever called 
upon by the British Resident &nd the Magistrates. Almost to a 
man the Emigrants were opposed to such a system. They main­
tained that it was neither their duty nor their intem,t to interfere 
in nntive quarrels which did not affect them, and ns Her Majesty's 
allies would be whiehever tribe was for the time being in favour, 
under such a land tenure they would be continually embroiled in 
war. 

Commandant General Ai1drics Pretorius put himself at the head 
of the Emigrants in the Sovereignty. One of the first steps he 
took was to endeavour to ascertain the views of Moshesh, whether 
he was friendly to the farmers or not. The Basu to Chief informed 
him that he believed the arrangements made by Sir Harry Smith 
to be beneficial to the Boers, that he desired to be on friendly and 
peaceful terms with them, but that he would not withdraw from 
the English Go'\"ernment. 

Five months after the Proclamation of Sovereignty, Comman­
dant Pretorius with a strong n.rmed f o}lowing n.ppea.red at Bloem-
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fontein, and the British Resident, whose feeble force was incapable 
of resistance, entered into an arrangement to leave the country 
";th all the servants of the new government. The English officials 
nnd troors ac<>ordingly retired to Colt>sberg, where they awaited 
the measures of the Governor. Uron the first notification of the 
approach of the fanners, the British Resident sent an express to 
Moshesh, asking him to bring a large body of his men down the 
Modder River to his assistance. Moshesh complied immediately, 
but the Basuto anny when on the march was met by another 
messenger from Major W nrden, who gave intelligence of the 
capitulation and advised the Chief to remain quiet until further 
notice. 

The report of these events brought up the Governor himself at 
the head of a strong military force. On the 9th of August he 
reached Colesberg, and his first care was to communicate with 
Moshesh, to whose fidelity he attached great importance. The 
crossing of the Orange, the battle of Boomplaats, and the re-asser­
tion of Her Majesty's Sovereignty followed in rapid order. And 
when these events were over, and Major Warden was reinstated at 
Bloemfontein, His Excellency proclaimed his satisfaction with 
the conduct of the Basuto as well as of the other native inhabi­
tants of the country. He had ru:ked them to remain neutral, o.nd 
they had done so. But if he had requested assistance, Moshesh, 
who had an army in readiness to move upon instructions, assured 
him that he was prepared to give it. 

At the Governor's invitation, Moshesh and most of the petty 
chiefs in the Sovereignty went to Winburg to met>t him. The 
Basuto Chief was accompanied by some hundreds of his people, all 
mounted on horses,-o.nimals which were unknown in the country 
only twenty years before. Reviews of the English troops and 
native war dances followed, and occupied the attention of all 
parties. The intercourse of the chiefs with His Excellency during 
several days was of the most friendly nature, but no fw1:her ar­
rangements were made regarding the position of the Native 
Tribes towards each other or towards the Europeans. Moshesh 
left Sir Harry Smith more attached than ever to the English 
Government, and in full reliance that his connection with it 
would hring prosperity to his people. 

It was with reluctance that the Imperial Authorities sanctioned 
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the addition of the country between the Orange and the V aal to 
the British dominions. They gave their consent not in any grasp­
ing or selfish spirit, but with the benevolent design of preventing 
disorder and blQodshed. The step was approved of in the sincere 
bE>lief that the nati\'eR re,Jliired protection from the Europeans and 
would therefore wekome English rule, and that the better-disposed 
of the Boeri,, being in a condition of anarchy and extreme poverty, 
wouM gladly submit to a sE>ttled government whi(•h was not 
intended to prevent them from regulating most of their affairs in 
any manner that suited them. 

Meantime the nniru()::-ity between the Basuto and Batlokua 
tribes was exhibiting itself in deeds of spoliation. One such case 
occurred in February 18-18, in which a party of Bataung carried 
off some 500 cattle belonging to Sikonyela. Complaint was 
thereupon made to the British Resident by the aggrieved party, 
but before Major Warden could communicate with Moshesh, that 
chief had settled the matter by requiring the stolen cattle to be 
sent back to their owner. 

In September of the same year a much more serious disturbance 
took place. A Bon of Sikonyela drove away the people of two 
Basuto ,-illages situated on ground claimed by both tribes, and set 
fire to the huts. Upon this Molapo, Moshesh's son, came down 
upon the Batlokua villages in the neighbourhood, set fire to them, 
drove off their cattle, and killed two men. The Batlokua made 
reprisals on other Basuto villages, and the area of disturbance was 
widening fast when, by Moshesh's orders, a strong Basuto army 
under command of Letsie took possession of the distrirt, but with­
out further molesting Sikonyela'e people. At this stage the affair 
came before the British Authorities. 

For a short time there WM a suspension of hostilities, as each 
party awaited the action of the Paramount Power; but during the 
delay caused by a reference to the Governor in Cape Town some 
skirmishes took plac!:', in one of which a wife of Sikonyela's 
brother Mota and se,·enteen Batlokua were killed. Large herds 
of cattle were also seized hy the Dasuto. 

The British Resident invited the contending chiefs to meet the 
Laud Commission which was then engaged in settling claims to 
farms in that part of the country. Moshesh appeared with sixteen 
hundred warriors at his baek, all mounted and carrying firearms. 
Sikonyela had a similar esMrt a thousand strong. With difficulty 
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they were persuaded to agree to a suspension of hostilities for four 
weeks to enable the High Commissioner to form a decision, and 
the cause. and events of the quarrel were then investigated. 
Sikonyela ·desired that a boundary line should be fixed between 
him and Moshesh. He asserted that they, the two chiefs, had 
agreed in 1833 that their territories should be separated by the 
PutiatRana and a line drawn from the junction of that stream with 
the Caledon t-0 Lishuane Mission Station. Moshesh objected at 
first to any boundary, but ultimately for the sake of peace con­
sented to one. That his people would not observe it, cutting off 
as it did a portion of the country they claimed as their own in 
favour of a tribe which they detested, was, however, pointed out 
by one of the French missionaries present, who gave it as his 
opinion that a force of five hundred soldiers would be required to 
protect such a boundary. 

A report of the whole procaedings was then sent to the High 
Commi88ioner, who on the 7th of December 1848 gave his decision. 
His Excellency confirmed the proposed boundary between the two 
tribes, giving Sikonyela a small tract of land south of the Caledon, 
but which included the district ruled by Moshesh's father before 
the great invasion, and adjudged that all cattle seized by either 
party should be restorod to their respective owners. 

1\'nile the northern border of Dasutoland was in the condition 
just described, eYents of much greater importance, because their 
effects were to be permanent, were transpiring in the south. A 
rumour had for some time been in circulation that a boundary was 
to be fixed which would cut off for ever a portion of the territory 
claimed by }foshesh, and in consequence the Basuto had become 
very m1ensy. An order issued by the Civil Commissioner of 
Caledon River-( one of the districts into which the portion of the 
Sovereignty occupied by Europeans was now divided),-requiring 
a census to be taken, occasioned a slight tumult. The disturbance 
itself was a trivial matter, but it indicated that trouble was in store 
if the measures then in contemplation should be carried out. 

A few weeks later Mr. Southey, the High Commissioner's 
Secretary, who had been left behind by Sir Harry Smith to en­
dearnur to arrang~ this nuJ other important matters, requested 
:Moshesh to meet him at Smithfield for the purpose of laying down 
a boundary line between the Boers and the Dasuto. Moshesh 
was unnble to travel, owing to sickness, and expressed his disin-
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olination to the proposal, but requested Mr. Rolland, the missionary 
at Beersheba, to proceed to Smithfield and ascertain what was 
desired. He also sent his son ~ ehemiah and his most trusted 
councillor to meet Mr. Southey and explain his views. 

The difforenee between the views of Moshesh and those of Sir 
Harry Smith was as follows :-

Moshesh considered that the country of his people should be 
held by the British Government to be that defined by the Napier 
treaty, with the addition of a small tract beyond. 'Within those 
limits he maintained that the natives, wherever residing, should 
be subject to his rule. But us regarded the Europeans who had 
settled on farms in the southern portion of this territory, he was 
quite willing that they shoul<l be placed under the jurisdiction of 
the English Authorities, and what he understood by a boundary 
was a lin& beyond which they should not be allowed to occupy 
any land. Under this plan the northern districts of ~he Lesuto 
would be reserved entirely for the Basuto and the petty vassal 
clans named at page xv ; while the southern districts would be 
inhabited by a mixed population of Europeans and Basuto, each 
nationality under its own government. 

Sir Harry Smith's view was that a boundary should be drawn 
between the Boers and the Basuto wherever it could be laid down 
so as to disturb the smallest number of actual occupants on the 
3rd of February 1848, and that all on one side should be under 
the government of the English Authorities ; that ~ the other side 
what may be formed foreign affairs should be under the contr~l of 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner, but that domestic affairs should 
he left to the government of Moshesh. 

Whether Moshesh's plan was feasible is open to question, but it 
was soon apparent that Sir Harry Smith's views could not be 
carried into effect without incurring the hostility of the Basuto. 

It would have been impossible to lay down a boundary line that 
would satisfy all the parties interested. In the extensive district 
stretching away from the Long Mountain to the junction of the 
Caledon and Orange, which only a few years before was almost 
uninhabited, there had been recently, and there was still, a struggle 
between whites and blacks for the possession of land. Europeans 
from the south and natives from all sides had been pouring into it, 
each selecting the most fertile spots and immediately thereafter 
asst:>rting the rights of occupation. In some parts they were all 
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mixed together, a native kraal in the centre of a group of farms 
or a farm in the centre of a group of kraals. Any line whatev4lr 
must have left Europeans under Moshesh and cut natives off from 
him, unless both were required to remove. And none were wil­
ling to remove, and there WAS no physical force at hand to compel 
them to. Such were the difficulties under which an attempt was 
made to lay down a boundary between the Boers and the Bo.suto. 

Mr. Southey proposed a bow1dnry almost identical with the 
present one between the Orange and the Caledon continued to the 
source of the Modder River, and wrote to Moshesh that he should 
submit it to the High Commissioner, with the request, however, 
that it should not be confirmed until the Chief had time to write 
to His Excellency on the subject, if in his opinion it required any 
alteration. 

As soon as it became known that it was proposed to cut off so 
laljge a tract of country, the attitude of the Basuto was changed. 
Instead of viewir;g the English Authorities e.s formerly with the 
utmost respect and regard, they became everywhere impertinent 
in their language and wifriendly in their demeanour. Henceforth 
complaints were frequently received from the border officials of the 
hostile conduct of the uath·es. 

The British Resident, Major Warden, shows himself in his cor­
respondence to haYe been a most faithful officer in carrying out 
his instructions, but a man easily biassed by tJ1e opinions of those 
with whom he came in contact, and wholly incapable of grasping 
the magnitude of the difficulty now rising with the Basuto people. 
A stronger and clearer minded man in his position would' perhaps 
not have been able to calm down the passionate elements of strife 
that were seething about him, but Major Warden could not even 
discriminate between them. The hostile conduct of the natives in 
the south of l3asutoland towards the European Authorities he 
attrihuted largely to the differences between Moshesh and Si­
konyela in the north. He held that Moshesh could easily put 
matters to rights if he chose, or that his sons' ambition was leading 
them to head a rebellious party against tl:eir father, apparently 
never fully realising that the whole Basuto tribe was in a state of 
excitement, and that no matter how strong the personal inclination 
of the Chief might be for peace and quietness, he could not resist 
the united voice of bis people. The Major was also at this time 
under the influence of men who were strong advocates of the :policy 
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of setting up the petty border chiefs as independent of :lloshesh, 
and keeping him in check by their means. 

From the British Resident, therefore, the High Commissioner 
received recommendations that tended to widen the breach between 
the Government and the Basuto. The French missionaries repre­
sented the condition of affairs very clearly, but they were regarJed 
as interested parties, and their warnings passed by unheeded. 

The line proposed by Mr. Southey was not, however, confirmed 
by the High Commissioner. Mr. Casalis wrote to Sir Harry 
Smith that its adoption would necessitntt1 the removal of at l('((st 

forty villages of Basuto, upon which the British Resident was de­
sired to ascertain whether another could not be fixed upon that 
would interfere less with actual ocoupnnts. In the winter of 18-rn 
Major Warden, taking with him n land surveyor, visited Smith­
field, where he invited Moshesh to meet him, but the Chief did 
not receh-e the letter in time. Mr. Rex, the surveyor, ,vns then 
instructed to examine the country carefully, and make a map of 
the boundary that would best meet the intentions of the Governor. 

lt is necessary now to revert to Sikonyela. Two days 'after the 
c-onferenc·e between the Chiefs and the Land Commiiision ref erred 
to on page xxxv, the Ilasuto captain Letsela fell upon a Batlokua 
kraal, killed a Motlokua, and carried off HO head of cattle, as­
signing as n reason for doing so that the old award in his favour 
against Sikonyela had not been complied with. For more than a 
month after this there WM no attempt at retaliation, but on the 
2nd of January 1849, after the announcement of the High Com­
miSeioner's decision, a Batlokua army in three divisions, under 
Sikonyela himself, his brother Mota, and his son David, attacked 
the kraals of two petty Basuto captains, killed 23 men, and carried 
off some women and children as well as a large booty in cattle. 

It was such a clear case of breaking the peace that Moshesh felt 
assured redress was certain from the Great Power which had for­
bidden the tribes to quarrel and had undertaken to preserve order 
in the land. He appealed to the British Resident. Major Warden 
met Sikonyela, who tried to throw the blame upon his adversary, 
but could not olelU' himself. He seemed bent upon war, and said 
that nothing but the blood of a daughter of Moshesh could atone 
for the death of Mota's wife. After this Major Warden had an 
interview with the Basu to Chief, who professed to be most anxious 
for peaoe, though he asserted that he wanted no help to fight his 
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battles, if the British Authorities would untie his hands, or let him 
alone to denl with the Batlokua. 

The British Resident recomn~ended that the High Commis­
sioner's award should be carried out by each party bringing to 
Mekuatling and there delivering to the Datnung Chief Molitsane 
o.11 cattle seized. Both Chiefs profess0clly consented, but neither 
did anything else. Sikonyela continued his attnc:ks, nncl Mm,hesh, 
after merely acting on the defensive for a time so as to prove 
his desire for peace, returned them. Major WnrJen thought it 
would be difficult to say who was most in fault, because, in his 
opinion, Moshesh should have withdrawn bis people from the 
territory of Sikonyefo. as soon ns possible after the boundary 
line had been confinned by the lligh Commissioner, and that 
he had not done. 

Next the Batlokua fell upon the Bataung, and then the 
Korannas of Gert Taaibosch and a swarm of vagabonds of a 
similar stamp from beyond the Va.al River, under Jan Bloem, 
scenting plunder, joined Sikonyela. The cattle of the Batlokua 
were nearly all seized by the Bnsuto and the Bataung, and the 
confusion was daily becoming greater. 

In June the British Resident had a conference with the 
contending chiefs, at which terms of peace were arranged, by all 
parties agreeing to restore their plunder. Moshesh kept his 
promise fairly well, by giving up about twelve hundred head of 
cattle, but Molitsane only surrendered three hundred out of four 
thousand head, and Sikonyela delivered nothing. 

The cattle were hardly out of Moshesh's hands when Sikonyela, 
who in the meantime had received further reinforcements of 
Korannas and had been joined by a few Fingos, swooped down 
upon some Bo.taung and Bo.auto kraals, killed :34 indinduals, 
and drove off the stock. Following up his success, he attac·ked 
and burnt Molih,ane's own villnge, seized the grain, and turned 
the women o.nd children off in a destitute condition. It was mid­
winter o.nd the weather wo.s stormy and so bitterly cold that 
numbers of the wretched creatures perished before shelter could 
be reached. 

The Basuto Chief immediately called upon the British Resident 
to restore and enforce order. Without a strong military force no 
man could have <lone this, and Major W nrden's only expedient 
waa to coll another meeting of the Chiefs. In his notice to this 
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effect he guaranteed to them all safe conduct to and from the 
meeting, and promised that any one causing a breach of the peace 
against their tribes during their absence should be visited with 
ct.>rtain and most severe punishment. 

A few days later the British Resident received a letter from the 
High Commissioner, in which Sir Harry Smith stated that it was 
evident to him Moshesh was acting dishonestly, that he must be 
humbled, and that a coalition of all the other chiefs should be 
formed against him. Should hostile measures be necessary, that 
is if Moshesh would not agree to whatever demands were made 
upon him, a body of troops should also be employed, and a strong 
commando of farmers Phould be called out. 

With these instructions,-which he had himself suggested,­
as his guide, the British Resident presided over a meeting of chiefs 
at Bioemfontein on the 2ith of August 18-19. Moshesh dii not 
attend in person, but he sent two of his most trusted councillors 
to represent him, and informed Major ·warden that he would 
make any concessions possible to obtain peace. Moroko, Molit­
saue, Adam Kok, and Carolus Daatje were present, but neither 
Sikonyela nor Gert Taaibosch took any notice of the invitation. 
The Boundary Question was almost the only one discussed . 
.Moshesh was blamed for not having withdrawn his people from 
beyond the line fixed by the High Commissioner, and the coalition 
which was desired was formed. 

On the very day on which the meeting was held at Bloemfontein 
Sikonyela and Gert Taaibosch fell upon some Buuto and Bataung 
villages and plundered them ; but though Moshesh and Molitsane 
appealed to the British Resident to keep the promise ma.de in his 
notice, he did nothing more than write to the offenders exhorting 
them not to break the peo.ce again, to which letter they paid not 
the slightest attention. 

Such was the condition of affairs when Major Warden invited 
Moshesh to meet him at Beersheba and arrange a boundary 
between the Caledon River District and Basutoland. The Chief 
was given to understand that if he would comply with 1he 
demands made upon him, the Batlokua and Koranno.s would be 
restrained from further aggressions, and he would be regarded as 
a faithful friend of the English Government ; but if he refused to 
do so, all the petty chiefs in the land, Molitsane only excepted, 
we~ prepared to join the European forces against him. 
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Moshesh could not meet the British Resident at Beersheba, but 
he sent his son Letsie and one of his councillors to plead his cause, 
while he appealed to the justice of the High Commissioner 
Letsie was informed of the boundary decided upon, and was asked 
to give his consent to it. He replied that bis c·onsent would be 
like that of a dog dragged by a riem round its neck. On brhalf 
of Moshesh he proposed a line from the junction of Cornet Spruit 
with the Caledon to the western extremity of tl1e Koesberg (the 
continuation, on account of its affecting the Beersheba lands, to 
be arranged at another time) ; but the British Resident declined 
to entertain it. Letsie conveyed to" his father a letter enclosing a 
sketch of the boundary, and info1111ing him that upon his accepting 
it the bands of Bntlokua and Kor.annas would be brought to 
order. 

,vith the consequences of refasal thus brought clearly before 
him, Moshesh affixed his mark to a letter, dated on the 1st of 
October 184H, agreeing to the proposed limits of the Caledon 
District. He begged that his people who were now lost to him 
should not be driven from their pastures or otherwise illtrented, 
and pointed out that the villages cut off from his jurisdiction were 
more than a hundred in number. He further requested that 
boundaries should be made for the two mission i-tations, Beersheba 
and Hebron, and that they i-hould be connected to the territory 
left to him by 'a passage at least two miles in width. 

Of the hundred Basuto villages referred to by Moshesh as 
situated west of the line, some must have been residences of only 
one or two families. The boundary of Major Warden was con­
siderably more to the advantage of the Basuto than the proposed 
one of Mr. Southey, which Mr. Casalis described as cutting off 
nf 1Nt-~t forty villages. The discrepancy is explained partly by the 
omission of clusters of only two or three huts by the mii-sionary, 
and partly by a recent migration of Basuto into the thinly 
inhabited district below tlw Long Mountain. 

The Frenrh miFii-ionnriPI'-, who had been called to witnei-s 
Moshesh's signature, imrneclintely addressed a letter on the snbjret 
to Sir Harry Smith. In n few words they drew attention to the 
manner in which the Chief's consent was obtained, pointed ont 
how n very slig-ht nHerntion in the direction of the line would 
preserve to the Bnsnto sixty or seventy ·villages now cut off, and 
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expressed an opuuon that if His Excellency should appro,·e of 
what had been done, feelings of great discontent would remain in 
the tribe. 

The British Resident promised Moshesh that the Dasuto in the 
Caledon District should receive the same protection as Europeans, 
and that they should hold their lands in the same manner. He 
anticipated that within a twelvemonth most of them would have 
sold their ground to white men and would have removed to the 
country still held. by their tribe. 

Major ,v arden requested the High Commissioner to. confirm 
the line, but though it was approve-I of before the 31st of October, 
as may be seen in the reply to the French missionaries, it was not 
until the 18th of December that it was established by formal notice. 
It cut off a very large part of Basutoland as defined by the 
N n.pier treaty ; but it must be born0 in mind that much of this 
was never in the occupation of the Basnto people. Putting 
nside that treaty, their claim to the country below the Long 
Mountain, or any portion of it, rested on exactly the same ground 
ns that of the EuropE'an inhabitants,-they hnd found it a waste, 
and had moved into it. Whether the line laid down by Major 
Warden gave them a fair share of that district, or whether it gave 
to the Brers, or to the Dasuto, more than they were fairly entitled 
to, ";n be de0idf>d by every indiYidual a('('ording to his own ideas 
of justice. The real aborigines of the district, the Bushmen, have 
never bef>n allowed territorial rights, and between the recent im­
migrants, Boer and Bnsuto, no line could be laid down which 
would have satisfied both parties. It might be wished that a 
palliating expression could be used with regard to the manner 
in which Moshesh's consent to it had been obtained, but truth 
forbids it. 

As soon as the Caledon District boundary had been settled, the 
British Resident directed his attention to the country occupied by 
the petty clans conjointly with the Basuto further to the north. 
He no longer .spoke or wrote of the heads of these clans except as 
chiefs independent of Moshesh. In.October and November he laid 
down boundary lines, giving to Sikonyela and Gert Taaibosch con­
jointly, to Moroko, and to Molitsane, territorial rights; and 
informed these chiefs that all the natives living within their bounds 
were the1·eafter to be subject to their jurisdiction. In this manner 
M:oseme,-headman under M:oshesh of the Bo.ramokhele, the here-
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ditary owners of Thaba Nchu,-was ma<le subject to Moroko, a 
refugee Darolong headman of fifteen years stancling. Such 
sweeping changes can be "Titten easily on paper, but in practice 
they cannot be carried out, in defiance of the traditions of a 
powerful people, without an amount of physical force much greater 
than the British Resident had at his disposal. 

After thus bringing all the chiefs to a political equality, the 
system of government henceforth to be carried out wns ex­
plained. by Major '\V ar<len to be that any one of them 
allowing his people to pass the limits of his country to the pre­
judice of another tribe would be viewed as a common enemy and 
treated as such. This would have been possible if there had been 
some approach to equality of stl"ength among them, or if even the 
whole of the others combined had been as powerful as Moshesh. 
Major Warden certainly thought they were much stronger than 
they subsequently proved to be. lie asserted on one occasion 
that he believed 800 Korannas to be equal to 2,000 Dasuto, 
and on another that he believed the Korannas of Gert Taaibosch 
and Jan Bloem to be more than a match for nil the other 
tribes, those of Moshesh, Molitsnne, Sikonyela, and Moroko, 
together, 

A few years later he endeavoured to throw upon Sir Harry 
Smith all responsibility for the disasters which followed, by alleging 
that he was merely acting according to orders. But his corres­
pondence shows that he was something more than an obeclient 
servant in this matter of setting up the petty chiefs as checks 
upon Moshesh. He never remonstrated, never drew attention to 
the danger of such a course, never even saw, until it was too 
late, that there was any danger attending it. On the contrary, 
he recommended it. But upon the High Commissioner un­
doubtedly the chief responsibility must fall. " Had an Angel 
from Heaven been the British Resident, Sir Harry's system of 
government could not have succeeded, and I am only surprised 
that-it lasted so long," observed Major Hogge, when acting as 
Her Majesty's Assistant Commissioner in 1852, and the obsuva­
tion was correct. 

The condition of the natives in the Sovereignty at the close 
of 1849 was a complete contrast to that of a twelvemonth 
earlier. The Basuto tribe had lost all attachment to our govern­
ment and all confidence in it. The petty clans which had been 
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set up as independent relied not only for protection but for 
existence itS('lf upon the British Resident, who was without n. 
police or an army of any strength. Nothing but the sagacity 
of Moshesh, who wished to preserve pence with the white mnn 
at almost any price, prevented the Basuto people from driving 
them all from their borders. 

In January 1850 Major Warden co.lled out a commando for the 
purpose of clearing the Caledon River District of vagrant Bush­
men, a party of whom had recently murdered a farmer and all his 
family. In this district Poshuli, a brother of Moshesh, was then 
residing '\\;th his followers. The Boers maintained that he had 
less right to be there than themselves, as he was quite a recent 
immigrant and had actually expelled European settlers from a 
portion of the ground he was occupying. He wns now, according 
to the late regulations, a British subject, and as such Major 
Warden sent him a message ordering him to repair to the camp. 
Poshuli, who was ignorant of the object for which he was sum­
moned, hesitated to comply, whereupon the British Resident 
caused his cattle to be seized, and they were never restored. 
Among these cattle were a few belonging to Mokachane, the 
father of Moshesh and Poshuli, who was then living at Thaba 
Bosigo. This circumstance was regarded by the Basuto as an 
unjust as well as an unfriendly act. 

,vith this exception the early months of 1850 passed by without 
the occurrence of any noteworthy disturbances. Gert Tnaibosch 
removed for a time with his horde from the country just allotted 
to him, and resumed the wandering habits of his rnce, so that there 
was one element of strife the less on the Basuto border. 

But the calm did not last long, and as the feeling of enmity 
between the various sections of the community was now greatly 
aggravated, the next outbreak was of a more serious nature than 
any previous one, while every movement made by the British 
Resident in attempting to restore order served only to increase the 
complications in which matters were involved. 

Sikonyela, chief of the Batlokua, was the originator of uew 
commotions on a large scale. His people had reverted to their 
former condition of bands of robbers, and were preying upon any 
defenceless clans within their reach. The Bataung under Molit­
sane, being their neighbours, were the principal sufferers, but the 
Basuto were not spared. The British Resident tried his usual 
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remedy,-a meeting of the chiefs, and so little rcsped did Si­
konyela show that he did not even attend. 

On the 1st of September 1850 Major Warden received the 
High Commissioner's authority to employ the military force then 
at Bloemfontein and to call out a commando of farmers and 
natives to punish the Batlokua.. But the order came too late. On 
the 30th of August the Bataung, who had lost all hope of protec-

. tion from the Paramount Power, attacked the Mission Station of 
U mpukani, the people of which they believed to be in alliance 
with Sikonyela, killed twenty persons, wounded many more, and 
swept off the cattle. 

Seventeen days Inter a combined military, burgher, and native 
force moved against Sikonyela, but upon the intercession of Moroko 
and Gerl Taaibosch, that chief was admitted to an interview with 
the British Resident, and as he expressed contrition, he was merely 
adjudged to pay a fine of three hundred head of cattle at some 
future day. As soon as this was settled, the Batlokua chief joined 
his forces to those of Major Warden, and together they proceeded 
to fall upon Molitsane and punish him for violating the sanctity 
of a Mission Station. At this time so little conception had the 
British Resiilent of the strength of Moshesh that it was his inten­
tion to attack the Basuto if they should shelter Molitsane's cattle 
and decline to give them up when called upon to do so. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 21st the Batnung villages at 
Mekuatling were attacked. The British Resident had with him 
about I 00 soldiers, but only 35 hoers had answered his call t-0 
arms. The native allied force was composed of Batlokua under 
Sikonyela, Barolong Wlder Moroko, Korannas under Gerl Tani­
bosch, half-breeds under Carolus Baatje, and a number of Fingos. 
The Bataung, who were taken by surprise, made but slight 
resistance, and within a few hours about 20 individuals were killed 
on their side, 3,500 head of cattle were captured, and a large 
amount of other spoil in sheep, goats, and grain was secured. Ten 
waggons belonging to a party of Gerl Lynx's Korannns were also 
taken. The attacking party had only 3 natives killed and 6 
wounded. A large portion of the spoil was distributed among the 
people of Umpukani and the allies, and the remainder was for­
warded to Winburg and Blo~mfontein to be sold to meet the 
expense of the expedition. 

The oommando had hardly left Mekua.tling when a oommunioa-
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tion reached the British Resident that the Barolong had been 
attacked and plundered. Morakabi, son of Molitsane, smarting 
under the losses sustained by his people, and Moseme, the petty 
chief of the Baramokhele, exasperated by the wrongs he had 
sU£tained, together fell upon Moroko'e outposts, killed several of 
his people, and swept off his herds, consisting of 3,800 head of 
homed cattle and 800 horses. The cattle were driven across the 
Caledon, where they were received by Moshesh's people, who 
naturally felt the strongest sympathy for the Bataung and 
Baramokhele. 

This loss having fallen upon Moroko as a direct consequence of 
the part he had ta.ken in aiding the British Resident age.inst 
Molitsa.ne, Major Warden gave him the strongest assura.nc,-es that 
the Government would support him at whatever cost, and c.alled 
upon Moshesh to restore the cattle ta.ken from him. 

A series of negotiations then followed, which show that Moshesh 
personally was exceedingly desirous of maintaining peace with the 
English Government, while his people were ready for war and 
averse to any further concessions. The Chief of the Bnrolong 
declined to enter into any arrangements with Mo!lhesh, and looked 
to the British Resident for ample protection and full restitution of 
all he had lost. 

At lt,ngth, in March 1851, Moshesh sent some 2,100 head of 
cattle, mostly of an inferior kind, which he had collected together, 
as compensation to Moroko, and Major Warden received them on 
account. Molitsane also gave up about 400 head at the same 
time. These cattle were surrendered three months after the 
Kaffir war on the Eastern Colonial Frontier had broken out, 
which is strong evidence of the Basuto Chief's desire for peace. 

In the mean time retaliations and counter retaliations were 
constantly ta.king place among the contending clans. Other events 
were likewise occurring which tended to make the aspect of affairs 
still darker. 

A small party of Tembus had been living for many years 
with Moshesh's consent in the neighbourhood of the Koesbergen. 
These people were suspected of being in league with their kindred 
who were at war with the Colony, aud as th13y resisted an 
attempt t.o disarm them and remove them further from the 
border, the British Resident resolved to expel them. In doing 
this, he oa.lled U!)On Poshuli, Moshesh's brother, for assistance, 
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and this chief, in expectation of thereby gammg favour, com­
mitted the most revolting cruelties, among other barbarous acts 
murdering in cold blood three headmen whom he had invited to 
meet him. Moshesh was indignant at these proceedings against 
a. body of people who had been living under his protection and 
against whom no crime had been proved, and he feared that 
thereby a feud might be established between the Tembu tribe 
and his own. 

Some of the Tembus who escaped fled across the Orange River 
to the country occupied by the Baphuti under the Chief Morosi. 
This was a clan of mixed blood, an account of whose origin will 
show how easily in times of peace bordering tribes become blended 
together. 

About the beginning of last century a band of refugees calling 
themselves Bama.ru, or people of the clouds, migrated from Zulu­
land to the country south of the Lesuto. These people adopted 
Basuto customs and intermarried with the followers of Monageng, 
by whom they were termed Mapethla, or the pioneers. 

After the establishment of the Bamaru, some Bahalanga, or 
people of the sun, crossed the mountains from the district which is 
now Natal, bringing hoes and red ochre to exchange for peltries. 
These Bahalanga were of the Amazizi tribe. They took back such 
a favourable account of the country that a party of their friends 
resolved to migrate to it, and accordingly left their ancestral home 
on the banks of the Tugela and established themselves in the 
neighbourhood of the present Morija. These immigrants were 
under the leadership of a chief from whom Morosi traced his 
descent. They also, like the Mapethla, mixed freely with the 
Basuto to the northward, intermarried with them, and adopted 
their customs. In course of time the descendants of these immi­
grants spread over the district between Thaba Bosigo and the 
Orange River, remaining, however, politically independent of their 
neighbours. By the Basuto they were termed Baphuti. 

During the wars that followed the great invasion, the Bamaru 
dispersed in the Cape Colony, but Mokuane and his son Morosi 
went no further than the present districts of Quthing nd Herschel, 
on the left bank of the Orange River, where they established 
themselves. 

Early in 1825 a band of Basuto under command of Mohali, a 
brother of Moshesh, fell upon the Baphuti ahd plundered them of 
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nearly everything they possessed, carrying off even their women 
and children. Some of these were subsequently redeemed with 
beads, but others were to.ken as captives to Thaba Bosigo. A few 
months later Mokuane made submission to Moshesh, and was 
received by that rising chief as a vassal. In the tribute which on 
this occasion he pa.id was a famous yellow ox of immense size with 
horns artificially trained to meet over its nose, the transfer of 
which was regarded by the contracting parties in the same light as 
civilized nations would look upon the affixing of seals to a formal 
treaty. When this was accomplished, the prisoners were restored 
to their rela.ti vee. 

From that time Moshesh was regarded as the supreme chief of 
the Baphuti, and consequently the territorial lord of the land 
on which they lived. Somewhat later the scattered members of 
the Ba.ma.ru returned from the different parts of the colony where 
they had ta.ken refuge, placed theIDSelves under Mokuane, and 
bec~e incorporated with his people. Thenceforth they also took 
the name of Baphuti. 

U ndar Morosi, son and successor of Mokua.ne, the Baphuti were 
further increased in number by the adoption of refugees from the 
surrounding tribes. They occupied the country on both sides 
of the Orange River, and Morosi cont'inued to acknowledge 
Moshesh as his Great Chief, though he was not always a. very 
obedient vassal. There was, however, a strong sympathy between 
the Baphuti and the other branches of the Basuto whenever outside 
pressure was felt by any member of the family.• 

• In li36, during the war between the Colony and the Amaxosa, Morosi made a 
raid across the Drakensberg and swept off a great herd of cattlt>, though not from 
our enemies. The plundered clan followed the raidel'8 up, and retook their cattle, 
together with many belonging to the Baphuti, and a few of MoshCl!h's. Some 
wrek~ later, Moshesh in perHOn, with HCrnu or eight hundred men, proceeded on a 
similar exp('dition. He ravaged six or eight Kaflir villages, and Heizcd three or 
four thousand head of cattle, but was then attaoked by a superior force, and lost 
most of his plunder. In this expedition Moshesh's brother Makhabane, the 
father of LC1!8oana, was killed. Morosi subsequently proceeded to GrahamRtown, 
where he had an interview with Lieut.-Governor Stockenstrom, and Wll8 awnrded 
compen~ation in cntt.Je for his losses. In 1843 the Mission Stntion of Bethesda 
WllS founded at Morosi's principal villnge. Moshesh gave the ground to the 
Mi&ionaries, and sent deputies to be present at the formntion of the Station. 
But }Iorosi's jealousy of the Parnmount Chief caused him to abandon thnt bank 
of the Orange in 1846, and to remove to the Quthing side. Mosheijh summoned a 
pit,;o to discw;s the conduct of his vassal in thW! rem,wing without permis.➔ion, and 
}loro!li was ordered to return to l3ethcsd11, but he found mean~ to evade comflinnce. 
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While Major Warden was attacking the Tembus north of the 
Orange, the Civil Commissioner of Albert was marching with a 
Cl)mmando of Doers and Fingob against clans of the same tribe on 
the southern bank of the river. The British Re~ident crossed 
over, joined his forces to this commando, and then, as Morosi 
did not appear when summoned, a mo.ement was made town.rds 
his ,-illage. The Daphuti did not wait t-0 be attacked, but fell 
upon the a<lva.nce guard of the approaching force, and a skirmish 
followed in which nine Europeans were killed before the remainder 
of the commando could come up. 

Fr:>m this date the Baphuti openly joined the enemies of the 
Colony, and a general course of plundering by them and the 
Tembmi from the Boers anrl Fingos commenced on both sides of 
the river. Moshesh did his utmost to restore tranquillity; but 
man~• of his followers, believing that he was surrendering alto­
gether too much to the imperious demands of the British 
Resident. ca.st aside his authority and joined Morot1i. 

These e,·ents gave the first intimation to the High Commis­
sionAr that the Basu.to Chief claimed authority over peorle living 
south of the Orange. He immediately wrote to Moshesh that 
such a.uthority would not be recognized, and that Morosi being 
beyond the country oCthe Basuto must be obedient to the lows 
of the Colony. 

The Koranna Captain Gert Taaibosch took advantage of this 
state of confusion to fall upon Molitsane and drive off his herds. 
The Bataung retaliated upon Moroko, and the Baramokhele joined 
in despoiling the Barolong of the cattle so recently given up 
by Moshesh. Then the British Resident summoned all the 
chiefs in the Sovereignty to meet at Bloemfontein on the 4th of 
June to inquire into the cause of the commotions, but without 
waiting for them to assemble be called out a comma.ndo of 3-50 
Boers and 2,600 nath·es of various clans for the purpose, as he 
stated, of humbling the Bnsuto a.nd Bataung. 

Moshesh replied to Major ,v arden's circular calling the meeting 
that the confusion prevailing about him would prevent his attend­
ance, and attributing the deplorable condition of the country 
entirely to the laying down of boundary lines. On the 4th of 
June only Moroko and Gert Tan.ibosch appeared, and the con­
ference was therefore fruitless. 

The High Commissioner sanctioned the project of the British 
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Resident, and instructed him to attack Moshesh and Molitsane if 
they would not yield to the demands made upon them and to pro­
secute the war against them until they were humbled. He declared 
that he regarded Mor,Jko as the Paramount Native Chief in the 
Soverrignty, from his herE•Jitary Jesoeut, his peaceable demeanour, 
and his att:wlunent to the British Government. 

But a difficulty orenrrrd that harl not been foresrcn. The Boers 
in general declined to take up nrms in such a quarrel, and 
instead of 350 men who were called out, only 120 after much 
trouble could be induced to take the field. Moshesh sent them 
word that he wished to continue in peace with them, and warned 
them not to aid in war 1tgainst his people. Commandant Snyman 
and Mr. Josias P. Hoffman, subsequently first President of the 
Orange Free State, waited upon the British Resident at Bloem­
fontein and endeavoured to dissuade him from war, but to no 
purpose. 

As ultimately made up, the commando consisted of 162 of Her 
Majesty's troops, 120 Boers, and a rabble from 1,000 to 1,500 
strong, composed of Fingos, the half-breeds of Carolus Baatje, the 
Barolong of Moroko, Griquas of Adam Kok, and Korannas of 
Gert Taaibosch and other captains. The .whole was under com­
mand of Major Donovan of the Cape Mounted Rifles. The native 
contingents were accompanied by a large mm1ber of women and 
children. On the 20th of June HtH this commando formed a 
camp at Plntberg. 

The British Resident invited ::\foshesh to meet him, but instead 
of appearing personally he requested Messrs. Casal.is and Dyke to 
represent his case. These gentlemen found on arrival at. the 
camp that their mission was hopeless. On the 25th of June a 
demand was made upon the Bnsuto Chief of 6,000 head of good 
cattle and 300 horses, to be delivered at Platberg before the 4th 
of July. No communication whatever was held with Molitsane, as 
Major ,v arden was resolved to fall upon him and expel him from 
the district recently allotted to him. 

Sikonyela, with only a following of a dozen men, had accom­
panied the British Resident from Bloemfontein, and as it was 
corn;iderE>d necessary for him to gn,t her his warriors and bring them 
at once to join the commando, he was furnished with an escort of 
eig-hty Barolong and Kornnnas and sent to his own country. His 
road for sewrnl mile:-: lay through tenitory recognized by Major 
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W o.rden himself as belonging to Moshesh, and it was pointed out 
that his proceeding along it could not foil to provoke an attack. 
On his journey he was encountered by a large body of Basuto and 
Bataung under Moshesh's brother Moperi and Molitsnne, who 
drove him to a hill where he defended himself bravely for a whole 
day µntil rescued by a patrol sent to his relief. 

On the 29th a meeting was held of the European leaders, the 
chiefs and captains, and a number of petty Koranna headmen who 
were in the camp, when it was decided to attack Molitsane the 
next morning at daybreak. 

The principal stronghold of the Bataung was the hill Viervoet, 
the crown of which is an extensive table land bordered, like many 
others in the country, with almost perpendicular precipices. Upon 
this hill the Baramokhele as well as the Bataung had placed their 
cattle for safety when the approach of the commando caused them 
to abandon their villages. 

At daybreak on the morning of Monday the 30th of June 
Major Donovan moved the greater part of his motley force ago.inst 
Viervoet. The hill was stormed without diffiC'Ulty or much loss 
of life on either side, and the cattle were taken possession of. The 
Barolong contingent then commenced to plunder the huts and 
regale themselves on Kaffir beer, which they found in large quan­
tities ready made. 

While this was going on, three bodies of Basuto, under command 
of Letsie, Molapo, and Moperi, arrived at Viervoet, and the routed 
Bataung and Baramokhele rallied and joined them. The fortune 
of battle was turned at once. The cattle were retaken. . A body 
of the Barolong WM cut off, and those of them who were not 
destroyed by the assagai and battle axe were hurled over the 
cliffs. The remainder of the native force was rescued with 
difficulty, and a field gun was barely saved from capture. The 
logs of the Nath·e Contingent in killed alone was estimated by 
Major ,vardPu at V,2 men, but according to another tmstworthy 
account it must have bPcn ewn hig-lll'r. This loss foll principally 
upon the Barolong, and two brothers of Moroko were included in 
it. The number of wounded was also very large. On the Bnsuto 
side 16 men at most were killed. 

The commando retreated to Thaba N chu, where a camp was 
formed, but a f,,w weeks later it was broken up, and what remained 
of the forre fell bark upon Bloemfontein. The evil consequences 
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of setting up the petty chiefs as rivals of Moshesh were now 
experienced. They were all thrown upon the hands of the Gov­
emmiint for protection and support. Some little bands of Fingos 
were located on the town lands of Bloemfontein. To others it 
was necessary to serve out rations to prevent them from starving. 
The Barolong were obliged to abandon Thaba Nchu, and nothing 
better could be done than to permit them to take possession of 
unoccupied ground anywhere in the district of Bloemfontein. 
The snme was the case with the half breeds of Carolus Baatje. 
All the allies bad substantial claims for compensation on account 
of their losses, all were clamorous in putting their grievances 
forward. • 

And worse than all, the Great Power that oalled itself Para.mount, 
after having lost its reputation for justice and for wisdom, had 
now lost also its reputation for strength. The British Resident 
had come threatening punishment, and had gone back defeated. 
A Basuto army had fought with an English army, and had been 
victorious. The spell that had held the Ba.auto awe-bound had 
passed a.way. 

The reaction upon the ma.as of the people was very great. 
Previous to the adoption of the irritating policy which ftrst 
embittered them against white men, they had been making rapid 
progress in assimilating their manner of life to ours. This 
progress was now checked, and not only so, there was a return by 
very many to the discarded habits of their ancestors. 

Such was the aspect presented by the people of Moshesh after 
the battle of Viervoet in the midwinter of 1851. 

4. 

FROM VIERVOET TO BERKA. 

THE BRITISH RESIDENT now found himself without authority in 
the greater part of the Sovereignty. He did his utmost to raise a 
commando of hoers, but was unsuccessful. He then applied to the 
Government of Natal for a body of loyal natives from that colony, 
and Lieutenant Governor Pine promptly sent to his aid two 
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companies of the 45th regiment of infantry with a dozen Cap€ 
Mounted Riflemen and five hundred natives of the same tribe as 
the Fingos; Sir Harry Smith issued instructions to act only on 
the defensive until such time as troops could be spared from the 
Eastern Colonial Frontier, when he would bring up a force 
sufficiently strong to restore British authority. Major Warden 
therefore garrisoned the village of \Vinbw-g with the troops from 
Natal, and stationed the native contingent with Moroko to protect 
his people. 

In the mean time the Basuto had taken possession of the 
districts previously occupied by the Darolong, the Komnnas, and 
the half-breeds, and had 1<eized the grdher portion of the stof'k 
belonging to those clans. Dut they did not follow them beyond the 
border claimed by Moshesh as of right the limit of the Le1<uto, for 
the Chief maintained that he was only acting on the defensive, and 
asserted in the most positive language that he was not an enemy 
of the Queen of England. His vengeance however, despite these 
protestations, fell heavily upon those hoers who were attached 
to the English Gow~-nnH'nt and who had obey('d the call to anus. 
They were searched out in the Harrismith, Winburg, Bloem­
fontein, and Culedon River districts, and were despoiled of 
whatever the Basuto raiders could lay their hands upon. 

At the same time such hoers as ignored the Sovereignty 
government were left wholly w1molested, or if their cattle were 
captured in mistake they were immediately retumed, as Moshesh 
and his sons declared they had no quarrel with them. Indeed, on 
the 3rd of September formal docummts were signed at Thaba 
Bosigo by a deputation from these burghers on one side and 
Moshesh and three of his sons on the other, in which it was agreed 
that neither party should molest the other, exrept to resist 
invasion of the <listriets oceupied by them respectively. And this 
agreement was faithfully adhered to as long as the country 
remained nominally under English sovereignty. 

As if to make the situation of Major W ,ll'Jl'u more humiliating, 
he at this time received a letter from Commandant General Andries 
Pretorius, dated at the Magaliesberg, in which the Emigrant 
leader announced that at the request of Moshesh and other Chiefi;, 
as well as of many white inhabitants, he intended to proceed 
to the Sovereignty, and there devise measures for the restoration of 
peace and the prevention of such ruin as the Cape Colony th('n 
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exhiliited. This inteutiou, however, was never carried out, owing 
to the arrangements which were made with Mr. Pretorius a few 
months later. 

When intelligence of these events reached England, military 
reinforcements were promptly sent out to enable Sir Harry Smith 
as soon as possible to restore British authority north of the Orange, 
if that could not be effected in any other way than by force 
of arms. But Earl Grey, who was then Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, had no iutE·ntion of bunlening the Imperial 
Treasury with the permanent charge of maintaining a large 
garrison in the Sovereignty, and the same despatch which 
announced that troops would be sent to restore British prestige 
indif'ated that unless the majority of the inhabitants would 
willingly obey and actively support the Resident, English rule 
over the country would be withdrawn. 

At this time the war with the rehel Hottentots and the Kaffirs 
beyond the Eastern Colonial Frontier was taxing all the energies 
of Sir Harry Smith and trying the patience of the Secretary 
of State. Hostilities with the Basuto tribe beyond the Orange 
were therefore felt as a grievous addition to other troubles. South 
of that river also they added to the number of our foes the 
.Ilaphuti clan under Moro:li, which had recently joined the hostile 
Tt•mbu.s n.nd thereafter assisted in laying waste the bordering 
C't1lo11ial districts. 

Two gentlemen had been seut from England to assist the High 
Commissioner in endeavouring to a1Tange matters, and as soon as 
the_v could be spared from more pressing duties they proceeded 
to the SoYereignty. Messrs. Hogge and Owen reached Bloem­
fontein on the 27th of :NoYember. They found those farmers 
who ignored the British Resident's authority living in a condition 
of peace, but all other sections of the inhabitants were engaged in 
strife. 

The Natal natives had recently been removed to Sikonyela's 
district, but the danger of employing a force of this kind, m1less in 
concert with a more powerful body of Europeans, had become very 
apparent. They had broken free of control, and were almost as 
formidable to their friends as to their enemies. Seeking plunder 
wherever it was to be obtained, their chief object seemed to be 
to return to their homes as soon as they could collect a drove 
of cattle. It was believed to be almost as dangerous to attempt 
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to dish:md th£>m as it was to keep them under nnns, but they 
fortunately relieved the Government of the difficulty by general 
desertion. 

The troops from Natal were stationed at Thaba Nchu, to which 
place Moroko's people had returned. But as the loyal farmers of 
Winburg were being constantly plundered by bands of Basuto 
and Bataung, and were in less favourable circumstances than 
the Barolong for defence, this force was sent to their assistance. 
Moroko was consequently left to his own resources. 

The halfbreeds and Fingos, whose families were rationed by the 
Government, were actively engaged in worrying the people of 
Moshesh. They were provided with ammunition by Major 
Warden, and in little bands they descended upon exposed parts of 
the Lesuto and were gone with their plunder before the natives 
could get together to resist them. As this conduct provoked 
retaliation, the Assistant Commissioners prohibited the further 
supply of ammunition to these people and discontinued the issue 
of rations to them. 

Such was the position of affairs at the close of 1851. Before 
this time the Imperial Authorities had resolve<l upon the abandon­
ment of sovereignty over the country north of the Orange, an<l all 
measures taken after the receipt in South Africa of a despatch 
of this date were directed with a view to that object. 

Early in 1852 an attempt was made to open up negotiations 
with Moshesh. The Assistant Commissioners invited him and 
Molitsane to meet them at Winburg on the 22nd of January, but 
both the chiefs made excuses for not appearing. Moshesh 
expressed himself desirous of a meeting, but submitted several 
reasons why he could not go to Winburg, and requested that the 
conference might take place at Mekuatling or Lishuane. The 
Commissioners would not agree to this, lest they should seem 
at the outset to be willing to make any concessions demanded of 
them ; but they postponed the meeting to the 30th, in order to 
give Moshesh time to consult his sub-chiefs, ns he stated he wished 
to do. He and Molitsane still declined to appear in person, but 
they sent messengers with long and carefully drawn up statements 
of all the important events that had occurred in connection with 
their tribes during the preceding twenty years. 

At length, however, Moshesh named as delegates his brother 
Moperi and his sons Molapo and Masupha, and a formal meeting 
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was belt! at Winburg on the 7th of February. Molitsane 
appeared in person, and with him were his son Moiketsi and his 
nephew David Raliye. The Rev. Mr. Daumas acted as inter­
preter. A lengthy discussion took place, at the close of which the 
Commissioners stated the terms on which peace would be made. 
These were embodied in a formal document, whic-h was signed by 
all the delegates on the 10th of February. In this agreement the 
Basuto and Bataung Chiefs undertook to restore to the obedient 
Boers and to Moroko the bn.lance of the plunder in their hands. 
The number of cattle to be given up was not, however, stated. 

Major Hogge, immediately after the meeting, went to Thaba 
Bosigo with the object of inducing Moshcsh to fulfil the promises 
made by his delegates on his behalf. By this time the Assistant 
Commissioner was in possession of the views of the Secretary 
of State, and was prepared to concede a very great deal in order to 
bring about such a condition of affairs as would enable the 
Government to retire from the Sovereignty with some degree 
of dignity. In an interview with Moshesh on the 12th, he stated 
that after a thorough investigation of all that had taken place, he 
was of opinion that the grievances complained of by the Basuto 
were well founded, and he was therefore prepared to redress them. 
Moshesh expressed himself highly pleased with this admission, and 
on the 15th he and his son Letsie affixed their marks to the 
Winburg agreement. 

Ou the 22nd of February Major Hogge met Moshesh again, at 
Bolokwnne, near the Orange River. There were many Basuto 
present at this conference, which was held purpoi;:ely to let all 
the people know the arrangements proposed by the Commii;:sioner 
and agreed to by the Chief. Briefly stated, the off er made by 
Major Hogge was: To dismiss Major Warden, the British 
Resident ; to place Captain Bailie of the Fingo levies under arrest, 
to cause a thorough investigation into his conduct to be made, 
and to restore to their relatives certain Tembu children disposed of 
by him and Poshuli ; to consider the boundary line between 
the Lesuto and the Caledon River District, as laid down by Major 
Warden and confirmed by Sir Harry Smith, to be no longer 
binding ; to consider and treat the petty chiefs Poshuli and 
Morosi in future as subjects of Moshesh; to do away with all 
the boundary lines proclaimed between the petty clans and the 
Basuto, retaining only the outer line as a division between 
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Europeans and natives; and, finally, to i11t1,rft're 1w more in 
purely native quarrels, but to leave them to thm1selves to settle 
their own disputes. In return for all these concessions, Major 
Hogge merely asked that the Winburg agrC'cment should be 
carried out, and that a new and more favourable line between 
themselves nnd the Europeans in the • Caledon River District 
should be made nnd respected by them. 

Moshesh declared that he was perfectly satisfiC>d, but whatever 
his own feelings were,-whether he was really honest in his 
professions of attachment to the English Govemment, or whether 
he was a cons1llillllate hypocrite,-the Basuto tribe was not 
disposed to make the slightest snerifice in order to restore tran­
quillity to the country. All accepted the concessions of the 
Assistant Commissioner as a matter of colU'se, but none were 
willing to surrender the captured cattle or to mnke rompensation 
from their own herds. And Moshcsh certainly ha!l no means 
of compelling them to do so, for his authority rested entirely upon 
public opinion. 

No native chiC>f in South Afriea is despotic, in tht> !'wnse that he 
can carry out any measure in opposition to the will of his 1wople, 
and of all the chiefs kno,rn to us at that time )Ioshesh was the 
one who could least afford to disregard the iudinations of his 
subjects. Every other prominent native ruler, both al0ng the 
coast and in the interior, governed by hereditary right, but 
Moshesh had little claim on that ground. His own father was 
still living, represm1tatives of eh!C>r branehes of his family were 
numerous. Like all the paramount chiefs of Bantu tribes, he was 
merely the head of a number of elans, ench with Yt~r.v lnrge 
powers of self govemment. Ev<'ry one of his sub-chi<'fs exp(l<'ted 
to be consulted in all matt<>rs of importanre, and if his advire was 
neglected gave no assistance to his superior. Suc·h a position, 
always a weak one, was made doubly so in Moshesh's case by the 
fact of his filling it merely because the different sedions of the 
tribe accepted him as their head. In agreement with them he was 
strong, in opposition to them he was powerless. 

To carry out the ,vinburg agreement to the satisfaction of the 
Assistant Commissioners, it would have been necessary for 
Moshesh and Molitsane to give up several thousand head of cattle, 
together with at least a thom;and l10rses, instead of which the two 
chiefs only sent in between thf'lm ah011t two hundred cattle and a 
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hundred and twenty horses, and these the most wretched animals 
in the cow1try. 

Still Moshesh continued to profoss the strongest desire for 
peace and friendship with all men, and particularly with the 
English Gowrnment. Mr. Owen wrote to him that he would not 
make any alteration in the boW1dary line until the hoers' losses 
were compensated in full, and Moshesh then proposed that the 
!H.lers should go into his country, without giving any one but 
himself notice, and identify their <'attle. The Commis8ioner 
would not agree to this proposal, as he feared it would lead to 
disturbanres, and it was also very evident that the stolen cattle 
were concealed in places difficult of access where they were closely 
guarded. 

After this no further effort was made on either side towards the 
rt>storation of the stolen stock. Mr. Owen, who owing to M:ijor 
lfog-ge's death was left to act by himself, considered it useless as 
well as hwniliating to co1Tespond longer on the subject with the 
Ilnsuto chief, in whose professions he put not the slightest 
confidence, and who he was convinced could not be induced to give 
up the booty without force. 

During this time thefts continued, though occasional spasmodic 
t:'fforts were made by Moshesh to suppress them. On one ocrnsioq_ 
he restored sixty stolen horses to their owner, ancl punished one of 
the thieves with death. But there was no constant vigilance 
displayed to prevent such acts, and robbers generally were left 
w1seathed. 

Sikonyela, who had never ceased his plundering forays, now 
drew upon himself the vengeance of his enemies. In May 1852 
the district occupied by the Ilatlokua was oven-un by a Dasuto 
<.'ornmando under Moshesh in person, some tifty waITiors were 
killed, immense herds of cattle were seized, and large quantities of 
grain were carried a.way or destroyed. Sikonyela, who had but 
one stronghold left, was compelled to sue for peace. The Great 
Chief, who was not unwilling that his old enemy should remain 
in the Lesuto, provided he would become an obedient vassal, 
granted him terms which under the circumstances were excee­
d.iugly liberal. 

Shortly after this the Bastards of Carolus Baatje, having 
obtained a supply of ammunition from Major Warden, made a 
sudden raid into Molitsane's district and swept off three thousand 
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head of homed cattle and two hundred and eighty horses, with 
which booty they got safely away. The issue of ammunition to 
these raiders was nearly the last act of Major Warden as British 
Resident. It was 'in direct antagonism to the principles which 
actuated both the Imperial and the Colonial governments at that 
time in their dealings with the Sovereignty, and would have made 
his retirement necessary even if instructions had not already been 
received from England concerning his removal. On the 2~lrd of 
July he was succeeded by Mr. Henry Green, previously an officer 
in the Commissariat Department. 

The raid by the Platberg Bastards was revenged by the Basuto 
upon the Barolong. A commando under Masupha fell upon 
Moroko's cattle posts and carried off a large booty. 

Such was the condition of affairs in the Sovereignty at the close 
of the winter of 1852. The authority of the British Resident was 
merely nominal. The so-called native allies of the late Resident 
were thoroughly crushed. The Basuto were everywhere tri­
umphant. 

General Cathcart, who had succeeded Sir Harry ,'Smith as 
Governor and High Commissioner, resolved to visit the Sovereignty 
at the head of a strong body of troops, for the purpose of restoring 
-British prestige. The pacification of the Ea.stem Colonial Frontier 
enabled him to carry out this project in the last months of 1852. 

In November of this year a splendidly equipped force, consisting 
of nearly two thousand infantry and five hundred cavalry, with 
two field guns, marched by the way of Burghersdorp to the banks 
of the Caledon. The Governor hoped that the mere presence of 
such a body of troops would enable him to settle everything to his 
satisfaction, without the necessity of having recourse to hostilities. 
In a message to Moshesh, he informed that chief that upon himself 
would depend whether he should be treated as an enemy or not. 
And in a proclamation which he issued before he left the colony 
he announced that he was not going to make war, but to settle all 
disputes and establish the blessings of peace. 

The army crossed the Orange without any difficulty, as the river 
was low, and then marched along the Caledon. On the 2nd of 
December General Cathcart sent forward summonses to Moshesh, 
Molitsane, Sikonyela, Moroko, and Gert Taaibosch, to meet him o.t 
Platberg on the 13th, and o.t the same time he appointed a 
commission to examine into and report upon the number of cattle 
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stolen and the question of the retention or alteration of Major 
1V arderi's boundnry line. Messrs. Owen, Assistant Commissioner, 
Ebden, Acting Assistant Commissioner, and Green, British 
Resident, after devoting six days to the consideration of these 
matters, delivered a report, in which they estimated the loEises 
sustained through the depredations of the Basuto and Bataung at 
£:25,000, and recommended that a demand should be made upon 
Moshesh for ten thousand head of full grown cattle and fifteen 
hundred horses as compensation. They further advised that the 
Chief should be required to surrender five hundred stand of arms 
as a token of submission and desire for peace, and that the 
boundary line of Major Warden should not be disturbed. 

On the morning of the 13th the army arrived at Platberg and 
encamped at the Wesleyan mission station, which was found 
deserted by every one except the Rev. Mr. Giddy. None of the 
chiefs was there to meet the Governor. Sikonyela sent an excuse 
that he dared not come, through fear of Moshesh. The Caledon 
being in flood, the Basuto Chief could not attend had he wished to 
do so. In the evening two of his sons swam over, and they 
remained in the camp that night, but the Governor declined to 
admit them to an inte1view. On the 14th Mr. Owen returned 
with Moshesh's sons to Thaba Bosigo, carrying a letter from 
General Cnthcnrt declaring that the time of talking was past, and 
demanding the delivery of ten thousand head of cattle and one 
thousand horses within three days under penalty of war. 

Besides this, Moshesh was called upon, under penalty of the 
destruction of his tribe at some future time, to comply with the 
following requirements of the Governor:-

1. The restoration to Sikonyela of the cattle ta.ken from him, 
and peace with that chief. 

2. The restoration of Platberg to the people ot Carolus 
Bao.tje. 

3. Observance of the boundaries fixed by Sir Harry Smith. 
4. Peace with all the neighbouring peoples, and the cessation on 

the part of the Basuto of being a nation of thieves. 
On the 15th Moshesh visited the camp, and a conference took 

place between him and the Governor, in presence of the principal 
officers attending the English General. Among these were a 
brother of Lord John Russell acting as aide de camp, the Assistant 
Commissioners Owen and Ebden, and Colonels Eyre, Cloete, and 
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Dmce. Messrs. C'asalis and Dyke accompanieLl the chief, the 
former of whom acted as interpreter. General Cathcart was 
unwilling to abate his demands. The chief, as usual, dwelt upon 
the blessings of pence, and stated that he had not power to collect 
as many cattle as were required in so short a time. He informed 
the Governor in figurative language that an advance into the 
country would be resisted, as a dog when beaten will show his 
teeth. He promised, however, to do his best to meet the demand 
made upon him. All that he obtained by his visit to the Governor 
was an extension of time by one day. 

The Basuto as a tribe preferred a trial of strength to the 
smTender of so many cattle and horses. They could have collec·ted 
three times the number in twenty-four hours had they been so 
disposed, but there were few among them willing to purchase peace 
at so high a price. Moshesh personally was in favour of yielding, 
for he dreaded a war with the English as the greatest of misfortunes. 
It might cause the dismemberment of his tribe, it certainly would 
bring ruin to himself. And therefore he did all that was possible 
under the circumstances, with the result that on the 18th his son 
Nehemiah was able to deliver nt the camp three thousand five 
hundred head of cattle. Moshesh, it may be, thought that these 
would be received as sufficient for the present, and that the balance 
would be allowed to stand over. 

On the 1 ith General Cathcrut sent a small supply of ammunition 
to Sikonyela, with a message that he would expect assistance from 
him in the event of hostilities with the Jhsuto. But he was 
unwilling to complicate matters by employing any other native 
forces, and he issued positive orders to Moroko to take no part in 
the war. Of the cattle brought in by Nehemiah, he garn a 
thousand head to Moroko, 250 to Carolus Dantjl'. and 2i'i0 to Ge11 
Tanibosch, sending those chiefs with the whole herd to Bloemfon­
tein, and thus getting them out of the way. 

On Sunday the Hlth, as no more cattle had arrived, Ge1wral 
Cathcart issued orders for his cavalry and a brigade of infantry to 
march to the ford of the Caledon opposite the mission station of 
Berea, and encamp there. In the evening of this clay Moperi, 
brother of Moshe:sh, and the Rev. Mr. Mnitin waited upon the 
Governor, by whom they were politely received. Moperi assured 
General Cathcart that Moshcsh WM doing everything in his power 
to collect the cattle required, and entreated him to suspend 
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hostilities a little longer. He and the missionary left with the 
impression that their desire might possibly be acceded to ; but they 
must have been mistaken in the Governor's reply, for that night 
the final orders to advance were issued. 

At daybreak on the morning of Monday the 20th of December, 
the British forces, leaving the cnmp protected by a strong 
guard, crossed the Caledon at the ford which has ever since 
been known as Cathcart's Drift. Between them and Thaba 
Bosigo lay the Berea Mountain, a long, irregular, table-topped 
mass of rock with precipitous sides. The mountain was seen 
to be co1ered with thousands of cattle. The troops were formed 
in three dh-isions, the plan of action being that one of these 
should march over the mountain, and one on each side, so as to 
secure the herds and then to meet in front of the Great Chief's 
residen<'e. 

The Cavalry Brigade was composed of men of the 12th Lancers 
and Cape Mounted Rifles, and was about two hundred and fifty 
strong. It was under command of Lieutenant Colonel Napier. 
This division was ordered to march round the n01thern base of 
the Berea, but it had not proceed<'d far whm1 it was tempted by 
the t1ight of the cattle to as<'end the hill. Officers and men alike 
held the Basuto military power in the lightct1-t esteem, and 
regarded the march as a pleasant excursion in which they were 
likely to get a good quantity of spoil without any hard blows. 
And the morning was well advanced before they were un­
deceh·ed, for no opposition was made to their advance until they 
were in possession of a large herd of cattle. 

Up to this time the only Bnsuto encountered were a multitude of 
ten-or-stricken women nn<l children fleeing with such of their 
houf'ehold goods as they could hastily lay hands upon. But 
hardly had the cattle been turned to be driven down the hill 
townrlls the drift, when a force of about seven hundred Basuto and 
Bntaung hor.-emen under Moltlpo and the sons of Molitsane, which 
had hitherto been unobserved, nuule n sudden eharge upon the 
S('attered troops. All would have been lost but for the coolness 
and braYery of Colonel Na pier, who collected a little band about 
him and tried to keep the enemy at bay until the &trngglers could 
rally or escape. The cattle were rushing down the mountain, and 
Lancers and Riflemen were following them. One small party 
mistook a ra,foe behind the mission station for the path by which 
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they had ascended, and found themselves surrounded by enemies 
when they reached the bottom. 

The little band under the gallant Colonel kept the main Basuto 
force at a respectful distance, but detached parties of light 
horsemen pursued the retreating troops. Twenty-seven Lancers 
and five Riflemen were cut off. Several were killed close to the 
mission station. Fortunately intelligence of the disaster was 
conveyed in time to the camp, a.nd a. company of the 7 4th 
Highlanders was sent to Colonel Napier's assistance, which enabled 
him to fall back without further loss. He reached the camp with 
a herd of four thousand head of homed cattle, besides a few horses 
and some sheep and goats. Only four Basuto fell in this 
engagement, though when he prepared his report the Colonel was 
under au impression that a large number ha.d been killed. 

Another of the three divisions was under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Eyre. It consisted of 271 men of the 73rd regiment, 102 
of the 43rd, 90 of the Rifle Brigade, 13 artillerymen, 12 Cape 
Mounted Riflemen, and 11 of the ltth Lancers, in all 499 rank 
and file, besides a few mounted Fingos to be employed as cattle 
herds. This division was under orders to march along the flat top 
of the Berea., driving the cattle before it, a.nd effecting a. junction 
with the other brigades before Thaba Bosigo. 

On reaching the mountain where the path he had selected winds 
up it, Colonel Eyre found a Basuto force threatening to prevent 
his advance. The position occupied by the enemy was a strong 
one, but it was found possible to send detachments up in other 
places to turn it, so that the troops reached the summit with very 
little loss. On the plateau they found some thirty thousand head 
of cattle, of which they took possession, but these immense herds 
were unmanageable, and much time was lost in vainly endeavour­
ing to drive them onward. While the troops were thus engaged, 
:Molapo's horsemen suddenly dashed upon them. The foremost 
men of the enemy were dressed in the uniforms of the Lancers 
whom they ha.d killed a couple of hours earlier in the day, and 
carried their weapons, so that the soldiers mistook them for friends 
until they were close upon them. They cut off two or three men, 
and took Captain Faunce, a.n officer of the i3rd, prisoner. 

All the cattle, except a herd of a.bout fifteen hundred, were now 
abaudoueJ., the brigaJ.e was called together a.nd got into fighting 
order, and the onward march was resumed. But it was no longer 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



INTRODUCTION. 

the pleasure excursion that the soldiers had called it in the 
morning. The Basuto and Bataung under Molapo, seven or eight 
hundred strong, mounted on hardy ponies, and elated with their 
recent success, charged upon the detachment wherever the ground 
favoured them. The form and 01-der of a body of disciplined 
troops were such, however, as to enable them easily to keep light 
cavalry at a distance, and about five o'clock in the afternoon 
Colonel Eyre effected a junction with the third division. The loss 
on the English side was five men killed and one officer made 
prisoner; of the Basuto eleven warriors were killed. 

The remaining division was under command of General Oath­
cart in person. When it left the encampment it consisted of 
rather less than three hundred troops, composed of a detachment 
of the 12th Lancers, a detachment of Cape Mounted Riflemen, two 
companies of the 43rd, and some artillerymen with two field 
pieces ; but a little later in the day it was strengthened by another 
company of the 43rd, drawn from Colonel Eyre's brigade. It 
moved along the western and southern base of the Berea, and met 
with no molestation, beyond an occasional shot fired from a 
distance, until about two o'clock, when it halted at the confluence 
of the Rietspruit and the Little Caledon River, near the mission 
station of Thaba Bosigo. Here the three columns should have 
formed a junction, but one of them had already fallen back to the 
camp, and the other was still miles away endeavouring to secure 
cattle. 

At Thaba Bosigo a force of six thousand horsemen had assem­
bled, all well armed with European weapons. They were not, 
however, trained to act in concert, and were consequently at 
an enormous disadvantage in a pitched battle with European 
troops. They approached in dense masses, but few of them came 
within rifle range. The most daring body was led by Nehemiah, 
whose horse was shot under him. Very heavy firing was kept 
up on both sides for more than two hours, with hardly any result. 
Yet it was a terrible position that General Cathcart's little band 
was in. So vastly outnumbered was it that only bravery and 
discipline prevented Isandlwana being anticipated by a generation 
in South Africa. 

About half p1U1t four in the afternoon a thunderstorm, such as at 
that season of the year is of frequent occurrence in the Lesuto, 
burst over Tha.ba Bosigo ; and while it lasted the firing ceased. 
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But as soon as the sun came out ngain, the dense masses of Basuto 
hori-enH•n were sPf'n ad,·aneing in greater strength nnd more 
pP1-i'P<'t ,mlrr th:m before. Just at this r1itirnl moment, however, 
Colonel E3,-e's column made its appraranee. nrnl sprt•1lily <•fft•t'ted 
a junction with that undl'r the Co111111m1dPr-i11-chid. 

As night was falling G<.'neral Cathcart tonk np n. position nt 
an abandoned kraal among rocks wher<.' it would be difficult to 
attack him. The enemy followed, still ke<.'ping up a heavy fire 
from a distn.nce, and it was not until eight o'clock thnt the rattle 
of musketry ceased. 

In this engagement the only casualties on the English side were 
two officers-one of whom was a nephew of the Duke of W <'lling­
ton-and six privates wounded, making the whole day's lossC's 
thirty-seven killed and fifteen wounded. The total Dasuto loss 
in warriors was twenty killed and the same nun1ber wounded. 
But this was not the whole, for several of their women were 
killed and wounded by our troops in the early part of the day. 
Whether they were mistaken for men, or whether they were shot 
down indiscriminately by soldiC'I'S of Colonel Napier and Colonel 
E~Te's divisions when not under their officers' eyes, will newr 
be positiwly known. General Catheart belieYed the last sup­
position to he the eon-ect one, and expressed his deep rrgret on 
ac('n1mt of it. Captain Faunce, who was made prisoner hy 
Molnpo's hnrsl'nwn. was nnu-dert>cl in rewnge by relatives nf somr 
of the women killetl, arnl his bo1ly wns afterwanls mutilated. 

At daylight on the moming of the 2ht the General left the 
kraal where he had passl'd the night, and began his mnrl'h bnck to 
the camp on the Caledon. A strong Dasuto forre marehed in 
a parallel line along the top of the Deren to nbserve his move­
nwnts, hut did not attempt t-0 molest him. 

The night aftn the battle was nne of anxiety for Moshe~h 
n.s wt>ll ns for General Cntlwart. Our tronps hnd fnllen bal'k aml 
our den1l ,wre lying unbmied where they fell, but "Moshesh was 
wise enough to sec that his nnny wns not a mnfrh for ewn thnt 
littll, hnrnl whil'h was birnuaeke\l not so for nwn~·.-still le'-'f' then 
for the e1101111011s n•sPrws that he knew the Gowrnnr eouhl bring 
against him. The rool detPrminC'll stand of the B1itish infantry 
nirniw,t thC' overwhelming fnrc·os that tlu•paft,uocl thPm had mnJe a 
de('}' impr\'~~inn npnn tlrn lhrnto. Thry had not expcetcd to see 
nu 1111ln"<,kt>11. lint> of fir<' and steel. hut n ral,blH of disma_Yl'd 
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fugitives entirely at their mercy. Already Moshesh heard his 
people talking of abandoning the open country, betaking them. 
selves and their belongings to the most inaccessible of the moun­
tains, and there acting on the defensive only. The disorganisation 
of the tribe was imminent. 

At midnight the Chief sent two of his attendants for Mr. 
Casalis. Under the eye of the missionary,-in his account of 
these events he does not say to his dictation, but that may be 
inferred,-Nehemiah ·wrote in his father's name the most politic 
document that has ever been penned in South Africa.• It is 
impossible to condense it or to paraphrase its terse expressions 
"ithout marring its effect. 

" Thaba Bosigo, Midnight, 20th Decem~er, 1852. 
"Yot:R ExcELLEXCY,-This day you have fought against my 

"people, and taken much cattle. As the object for which you 
"have come is to have a compensation for Boers, I beg you will be 
" satisfied with what you have taken. I entreat peace from you, 
"-you have shovm your power,-you have chastised,-let it be 
"enough I pray you; and let me be no longer considered an 
"enemy to the Queen. I will try all I can to keep my people in 
" order in the future. 

"Your humble servant, MosHESH." 

It was some time before a messenger could be found who would 
venture into the English bivouac, and when at length one left 
Thaba Bosigo with a flag of truce, General Cathcart was already 
retiring to his ca_mp on the Caledon. The messenger followed and 
delivered the letter. 

The English General, on his part, was not less anxious for peace 
than Wl.l.8 Moshesh. He too had been deceived in the strength 
of the enemy, and he dreaded a war with a tribe so highly 
organised, so well a.nned, and with sueh strong natural fortresses. 
There was nothing to be gained by such a war that could be 
placed in the balance against its difficulties and its cost. And 
~ he eagerly availed himself of the opening for escape from 
a grave difficulty which Moshesh's letter afforded. It gave him 

• Whether this letter was written to MoRhe~h's dict.ation or not, it is certain 
that it W88 in accordance with his prindples of appeasing a fonnidable opponent. 
In a precisely similar manner he had acted when attacked by the Matabl'le in 
1831. See page x. 
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the privilege of using the language of o. conqueror, and in such 
language he declared th:it he was satisfied with the number of 
cattle captured, that he considered past obligations fulfilled, and 
that he would send the "nny away and go back t-0 the colony in a 
few days' time. 

There wn.s murmuring in the camp when this was known, for 
the fiery spirited among the officers and men were eager to 
avenge their fallen comrades and retrieve the check they had 
sustained. Mr. Owen protested in strong words ago.inst the 
cessation of hostilities under such circumstances, but General 
Cathcart was determined not to involve the Empire in an expensive 
war for the sake of sentiment, and so peace wn.s concluded. 

On the 24th Mr. Owen paid a visit to Moshesh at Thaba Bosigo. 
The Chief- received him with great civility and respect, and 
expressed his joy that he was no longer regarded as an enemy 
of the Queen. He directed his sons Nehemiah and Masupha with 
a party of men to accompany Mr. Owen and the Rev. Messrs. 
Casalis and Dyke owr the battle field, where the bodies of our 
slain soldiers were sought for, and such n.s could be found were 
decently interred. 

Three days after the conclusion of pence the camp was broken 
up, and the army began its return march down the Caledon. 
The questions of boundaries and of the relationship of the petty 
clans to the Bnsuto tribe were left unsettled, and were not even 
refeITed to after the engagement at Beren. The Europeans in the 
Sovereignty were empowered to organize for their own defence, in 
case the Basuto should attempt to ove1TUn the country, and they 
were then left to take care of themselves as best they could. 
Before the end of the month the anuy had reached the Orange on 
its way back to the colony. 

G.M.T. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



0 
<i5" 
a.c ;:;;· 
(1) 
Q. 

cr 
'< 

C; 
0 

~ ....-
(v 

GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF MOTLOMI. 
M:oloko 

I. 
Mos1to 

I 
lfothibang 

,-- ---, 

Cho lo Cholwani 
I I 

Konyane Monageng 

Maritedi Khom~tsuane -- _M_o_n_tane 

RantLine MotJbedi Nkol;~~-- Motlomi 
I I I ,-----,-,-----.-, ---,. 

Ntsane Kheehani Malden. Khoyane Mokwaetsi Letele Moyakisani 
I I I 

Jan Letele Mo.silo Lebonya 

Mokwnetsi died unmarried, but in order that his house should not perish a woman was given to his brother 
Letele, whose children were to be considered those of Mokwaetsi. Jan Letele was on this account termed "a child of 
the grave." His mother was killed by some Bushmen whon fleeing from the invading hordes under Matiwane. He was 
then an infant not a month old. His grand111other, who had been a favourite wife of Motlomi, took him to the Colony, 
and he remained at Theopolis and Graham's Town until he was 23 or 24 years of age, when he returned to Basutoland . 

-"d His 1'&1k as a grandson of Motlomi,-the most prominent chief in Basutoland before the rise of Moshesh, and his restless 
,t,:idisposition, made him conspicuous in the later history of the country. 
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GENEALOGY OF MOSIIESH. 

Sekake I ________ I 

Mpiti Pete 
I ,------~, 

Masotwane Dibe Mokachane 
I I I 

Makwai Ramakha Moshesh 

Pete, the grandfather of Moshesh, was a son of Sekake " by 
cattle " only. Upon the death of Sekake, a friend of his, a Hlubi by 
birth, according to custom took his widow to raise up a house to the 
dead man, and became the father of Pete, who was, however, account­
ed to be Sekake's son. Pete was killed and devoured by cannibals. 

Mokachane, Moshesh's father, was a man of very little note before 
his son's talents raised the family to prominence. He lived until the 
year 1855. His sons were Moshesh, Makhabane (father of Lesaoana 
or Ramanela as now called), Poshuli, Mohali, Moperi, Moema, 
Lelosa (or Job), Lenkwane, Mokhameledi, and Mpoto. 

The sons of Moshesh by his principal wife, who was a sister of 
Paulus Matete, were Letsie or Mohato, Mola po or Jeremiah, Masupha 
or David, and Mayara. By her he hud a daughter named Nthe, who 
became the wife of her cousin Lesaoana. By other wives Moshesh 
had the following sons: Neka, Mateleka, Makhabalo, Fohlwani, 
Moneti, Sekhonyana or Nehemiah, Sephoko, Sophonia, Ntsane, Tladi 
or George, Tladinyane, Tsekelo, Selebalo, Mota, and Matsaso or 
Samuel. 

GENEALOGY OF THE HLUBI CHIEFS. 

Bungane 
I 

. I 
Mtimkulu 

Langulbulele 

I 
Mpanfazita 

Sidinane 

zlbi 

. Other sons of Mtimkulu W6re Ludidi, Luzipo, Daba, and 
Magadla. The minor sons of Mpangazita were Methlomakulu and 
Mini. Most of these or their d£>sccndants are now to be found in 
Griqualand East. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE BATLOKUA CHIEFS. 

(As obtained from old men of the tribe and supplied by Messrs. J. M. and C. S. 

Orpen to Governor Sir George Grey.) 

Moringwana 
I 

Sosuani 
I 

Magalaka 
I 

Sikela 

Sikoloni 
I 

Nohani or Mare 

SiJili j 
0 

I 1 
Makoro =a 

I ~ 
Motunosi d 

I ~ 
Montweli '"d 

I ~ 
Mokotsho ~ 
. 1----------=1 

Sikonyela Mota 

DaVll "d Makit1"kit1· I illubi (moved to Natal) 
I . 

Khoufa or Didingwana 

In the ~e of Sikokoni the tribe removed from the Magaliesberg 
to the present District of Harrismith in the Orange Free State. From 
Sibili to Mokotsho the graves, which are known, are on the Mill River. 

The sons of Sikonyela were David Makitikiti, Lehana, Leshuta, 
Ghelika, and Lehema. 

Sikonyela was a minor at the time of Mokotsho's death. His 
mother was then selected to act as Regent. Her eldest child was a 
girl named Intatisi, and, according to custom, she was called Ma N tatisi. 
When the Boers first encountered the Batlokua, they gave them from 
this circumstance the name of Mantatis or Manta.tees, which by some 
was corrupted into Makatees. Subsequently these terms came to be 
frequently used by the Boors to signify the Bechuana tribes generally. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE CONNECTING MOROKO WITH THE 
MAIN LINE OF BAROLONG OIDEFS. 

(As obtained from old men of the tribe and supplied by Mr. Theodore Dollll!, 
Barolong Ageni, to Governor Sir Henry Barkly.) 

Morolong 
I 

Noto 
I 

Morara. 
I 

Mabe 

Mahua. 
Q) I ;§ Manoto 
al 

Ma.heo .e-
~ 
d I ·i:: 
~ Molibooa. .... I 0 
d Tsesebe 
0 I 00 

.s Montane .. 
4) 

Set are ,.d ., 
I 0 "' ~ d 0 Masepa. ~ d 

j I - ~ 
0 -Mokhophe d 0 ., 0 d 

d 
Thi~ela 

00 0 
4) ,.d 00 
;;l ., 
~ I . .. ,.d 

A = ~ 
Tao 0 ri; ~ 

I I 
- Makhetla. -

I I 
Tsili Ratlou Seleka. Ra.pulane 

I 
Ko1oi 

I 
Thutloa Molekane 

I I I 
Taoane Moroko Makhoe 

I . I 
Mat~abo Montsioa. Sifunelo 

I 
Moroko 
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20-Letter from the British Resident to the Civil Commissioner 

of Winburg . . . . .. . . 
21-Letter from the British Resident to the Civil Commissioner 

of Winburg .. .. . . .. 
21-Letter from the Civil Commissioner of Caledon River to the 

Rev. S. Rolland. 
22-Extracta from a Letter dated Melruatling-, 29th ,January, 

1853, to Henry Green, E•quire, British Resident, 
Bloemfontein, from the Revd. Mr. Daumas. With Mr. 
Biddulph' s replies. 

2!!-Letter from the Briti•h Re~ident to the Hi~h Commissioner 
29-Extracta from a Report of Governor Sir George Ca the-art to 

the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
31-Extracta from a Letter of the Rev. Richard Giddy to 

Governor Sir George Cathcart . . . . . . 
32-Extracta from a Letter of the High Commissioner to the 

British Resident 

Date. 

1st Januarv. 
4th January. 
8th January. 

13th January 

13th January. 
13th January. 
13th Januarv. 
18th January. 
19th January. 

24th January. 
25th January. 

2.'ith .January. 
2-5th January. 

26th January. 
:!Gth January. 
2ith January. 

2Sth January. 
:l!lth J atauary. 
2ml February. 

:bd F,·bruan·. 
3rd Febmary. 
3rd Ft>hruary. 
3rd F<>hniarv. 
3rd February. 

3rd February. 

3rd February. 

10th February. 

11th February. 

11th February. 

Hth February. 
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32-Letter from the Briti,h Resident to the Civil Commi••ionc:r 
of Winburg 

34-Lettcr from the Civil Commi88ioner of Winburg to the 
British Resid<c>nt 

35-Lcttcr from the British R<>8ident to the High Commis8ioner 
35-Letter from the High Commis•ioner t-0 the Briti,h fu,,ident 
36-Lcttcr from the British Resident to the Civil Commis~ioncr 

of Winburg 
3i-Letterfrom the Brit.ish Rc~ident to the High Commi~Rioner 
37-Letter from tho.Briti~h Resident to the High Commissioner 
Ji-Despatch from the Duke of Newcastle to Governor the 

Hon. G. Cathcart . . . . . . . . 
38-D11spatch from the Duke of Newcastle to Governor the 

lion. G. Cathcart .. 
39-Extracts from a Despatch of Uovernor the Hon'ble George 

Cathcart to the Duke of Newcastle . . . , 
40-Lettcr from the British Resident to the Chief Moshesh .. 
41-Letter from the Hi.rh Commissioner to the British Resident 
42-Letter from the British fu,sicleut to the High CommitSSioner 
43-Letter from the British lli•sidenL to the Hhrh Commissioner 
45-Lettcr from the British Resident t~ the Hi1rh Comm.ii;sioncr 
45-Commission of Sir George Clerk. ~ 
47-Letter from the Rev. E. Cnsalis to the Briti~h Resident .. 
47-Extract.~ from a Despatch of Governor the Hon. G. C11th• 

cart to the Duke of N eweastle . . . . . . 
48-Letter from the British Resident to the High Commissioner 
49-Letter from the British Rc,idc•nt to the Hii:h Commissioner 
49-Letter from the Rev. Mr. C11sulis to the B1·itish Resident .. 
50-Extract from 11. Letter of the High Cmnmissioner to the 

British Resident 
50-Extracts from a Letter of the Rev. Mr. Daumas to the 

British Resident . . . . . . 
,; I-Letter from the British Rcshlcut to the High Commissioner 
51-Extracts from a Despatd1 of Governor the Honourable 

George Cathcart to the Duke of Newcastle 
52-Extract~ from a Minute of Hui Excellency Sir George 

Cathcart, laid before the Honourable the Legislative 
Council .. 

ii~-Govemment Notice. . . . . . . 
,i4-Letter from the British Resident to the Hiixh Commissioner 
5i,-Letter from tl,e Rev. E. Casali" to thC' British Resident .. 
,56-Extraets from II Despatch of Governor the Honourable 

George Cathl'art to the Duke of Newcastle .. 
iii-Letter from the Rev. l\fr. Casalis to the Britbh Resident .. 
5,-Letter from )fr. J. P. Hoffman to the British Resident .. 
58-Lettcr from the British lk•i<l<'nt to the Civil C-0mmissioner 

of Caledon Rin·r .. 
,'i~-Letter from the Briti,h Re,i<lent to the Rev. E. Cnsalis .. 
/iS-Letter from the British Re,ident to )Ir. J. P. Hoffman .. 
il9-Letter from Sir Georg-e Cl,·rk to the Chief Moshesh .. 
59-Letter from As~i,tai1t Commissioncr Owen to the Rev. 

Mr. Casulis . . . . 
59-Letter from the Speeial Commi~siouer to the Chief Moroko 
69-Lctter from A•sistunt Commissioner Owen to the Chief 

Moshe8h.. . . 
60-Extracts from a Despatch of Sir George Clerk to the Sccre• 

tary of State for the Colonies . . . . . . 
62-Lctter from th() Specii1l Commissioner to Sir George 

Cathcart .. 
63-Lctter from the Rev. Mr. Ca.~alis t-0 the Special Commis­

l!ioncr 

Dnte. 

17th Fcbn1ary. 

18th Febniary. 
18th Felmrnry. 
18th February. 

22nd February. 
2nd March. 
3rd March. 

14th March. 

14th March. 

l,ith March. 
18th March. 
2'.?nd March. 
25th Man·h. 
30th March. 
30th March. 

6th April. 

14th April. 
14th April. 
20th April. 
23rd April. 

26th April. 

3rd May. 
I,jth May. 

Iith May. 

20th May. 
30th Mnv. 
31st May. 
11th Jwie. 

Hth July. 
18th July. 
::!Oth July. 

27th Jnlv. 
:!ith Jn!,·. 
nth ,Jui,·. 
12th August. 

l'.?th Aug-118t. 
1 ith August. 

23rd August. 

25th August. 

:nst Augu~t. 

6th September. 
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63-Minute of the British Rc~i1knt on Clnims for Compcnsa• 
sntion on account of Cattle stolen 

6.'i-Lettcr from Major Wnrdcu to Hi~ Exc,ellcney Sir George 
R. Clerk, K.C.B., H.M. Special Commissioner 

69-Letter from the Secretary to the High Conuui:;,;ioner to the 
British Resident 

iO-Letter from the Special Commis,;ioner to the British 
Resident . . . . . . .. 

iO-Letter from the Re,·. Mr. Casalis to Sir Gcor!("e Clerk 
ii-Letter from the SpeciAl Commi8sioner to the Rev. Mr. 

C&!!lllis .. 
i2-Letterfrom the Rev. Mr. Ludorf to Sir G. R. Clerk, K.C.B. 
72-Extracts from a Despatch of SirGL'Orge Clerk to the Duke 

of Newcastle . . . . . . . . 
74-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Dawnas to Sir G. R. Clerk, 

K.C.B. .. .. .. 
76-Letter from the Special Commissioner to the Rceident 

Magistrate of Win burg . . . . . . 
i6-E.~tracts from a Despatch of Sir GL'Orge Clerk to the Duke 

of Newca,.tle . . . . 
SI-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Maitin to .Assistant Commissioner 

Owen .. 
S:?-Acrount of Sikonvela . . . . 
s.;-Letter from the ·chief Moshc,h to Sir G. Ck•rk, H. l\I. 

Special Commissioner 
SS-Statement of Scpamha and April. 
SS-Letter from Mr. Robert Moll"ut, Junior, to the Civil Com­

mis..,qoner of Bloemfontein 
S6-Inventory. 

1S-5l. 

Si-Account of S~pnmba given by Major Warden to Sir George 
Clerk 

Si-Letter from Sir George Cathcart to H. M. Special Com• 
missioner Sir G1.'0rge Clerk . . . . . . 

i9-Letter from Sir George Cathcart to H, M. Spccial Commis• 
sioner Sir Geor!{e Clerk . . . 

93-Letter from the Special Commi~sioner to Sir George Cathcart 
94-Extracts from a Despatch of Sir George Clerk to the Duke 

of N ewcnstle 
96-Memorandwn .. 
97-Letter from the Special Commissioner to the Chief Moroko 
9i-Order of Her Majesty in Council .. 
99-Extracts from Minutes of n :\Ieetin!(' held at Bloemfontein 

on the 17th February, 18-54 (pr<'paratory to the aban• 
donment of the Soverei,rnty by the British GowmmPut. 

99-Appcnd.ix to the Conn-ntiou entered into bet.we.-u H.)I. 
Sp..>cial CL>mmi"ioner and the Rl'prL•~entutives of the 
Inhabitant,; of the Orange Ri,·er Territory on the 23rd 
Februarv, 18-'>4. 

I 00-Lett;?r from the Special Commissioner to tht• Chief Mo,he~h 
IOI-Letter from the RL'V. Mr. Casali, to Sir Gl'ori:L' CIL•rk 
IOI-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Casali• to Sir Ge-or;_,,. Cl,•rk 
IOI-Letter from Sir Gc•.>rge Clerk to the Chiei )Io,he,h 
102-Memorandum.-The Chief )foroko of Thnba ::-.elm 
103-Extracts from a De,entch of the Special Commi~eioncr to 

the Secretary of ::St11te for the Colon.ie8 . . . . 
103-Letter from Sir George Cathcart to the Chief l\Ioshc•h .. 
I0~Conferenee between the Provisional Gov~rmncnt of the 

Onwge Free State and the Chief Mo•he~h .. 
107-Extracts from a Despatch of the Special Comm.i&sioner to 

the Secretary of State for the Colon.ieR 

Ix.xv 

Date. 

16th Septembt•r. 

20th September. 

tth October. 

20th Oct~ber. 
:!:?nd October. 

:!:!nd Octolwr. 
iith Novembt•r. 

10th No,·Clllbcr. 

:?-Ith Non-mbc-r. 

l~t Decembe1·. 

3rd December. 

8th De,x•mb,•r. 
10th De,·,m1bcr. 

11th December. 

13th December. 

3rd January. 

10th Janunrv. 
10th January. 

14th January. 
18th January. 
28th January. 
30th January. 

:!Hh FL•hrunry. 
:!Sth Fcbrnary. 
4th l\for.-h. 
4th :llan·h. 
11 th )fare h. 

llth March. 
13th :Uarch. 

18th March. 

28th March. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



lxxvi 

Page. 

CONTENTS. 

Document. 

1854-Co,1ti1mcd. 

I OS-Proclamation 
109-Letters Patent 
109-Letter from J. P. Hoffman, E;qre., Chnirman of the 

Volbrnad, 0. F. State, to His Excellency Sir George 
Russell G1erk, Her l\Ia_iesty's Special Commissioner .. 

110-Extracts from a Despatch of the Spec-ial Cummis~iuner to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies . . . . 

112-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh 

112-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshc•h. . . . . . . 

112-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to 
Mr. J.M. Orpen. . . . . . . . . 

113-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh . . . . . . . . 

113-Conduct of Wit•i 
113-Letter from the Government Secretary, Orange Free State, 

to the Chief Moshesh . . . . . . 
114 -Letter from the Government Secretary, Orange Free State, 

to the Acting Colonial Secretary, Natal . . . . 
115-Letter from the President of the Orange .1''ree State to the 

Chief Moshe,h 
1 Iii-Proposed visit of the President of the Free State to the 

Chief Moshe8h . . . . . . . . 
115-Extracta from a De8patcb of the Special Commissioner to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies . . . . 
l18-Minute11 of a Conference between the President of the 

Orange Free Stnte and the Chief Mo~hesh .. 
121-Letter from the Prh-ate Secretary to the High Commis-

i;ioner to the Civil Commis,ioncr of Albt-rt .. 
121-Extract» from the Spt.>ech of the Prt·sidcnt llt the Opening 

of the VoJkgraad of the Or,mge Free Stnte .. 
122-Letter from the Acting High Commi8sioner to the 

Lieutenant-GoTernor . . . . 
122-Letter from the Chief Moshe!!h to the Landdrost of Win­

burg 
122-Order. . . . . 
I 23-Account of the J Jurney to Basutoland of the President oi 

the Orange Free State 
126-Declaration of Ficldcoruet Jan Olivier 
I :.lS-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 

Chief Moshesh . . . . . . . . 
129-Letter from the Government SC<"retary, Orange Free State, 

to the Landdro~t of Smithfidd . . . . . . 
129-Letter from the Landdrost of Smithfield to the State 

8e<'retary . . . . . . . . 
13:l-Letter from the Govemment Secretary, Orange Free St11te, 

to the Landdrost of Smithfield . . . . 
132-Letter from the President of the Oran!,'C Free State to the 

Chief Molit~ane .. 
132-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 

Chief MoRhe~h . . . . . . . . 
133-Govcrnmc·ut Notice. . . 
133-Ordinance against the introdnc-tion and ~ale of Spirituous 

Liquors in the territory of the Da~utos. 
134-Lett<'r from the Chief Moshe•h to the Pre~ideut of the 

Orange F~ State .. 
134-Letter of Appointment .. 

1855. 
135-Letter from the Chief Hoshc!!h to the President of the 

Date. 

8th April. 

14th April. 

15th April. 

19th&21stApril. 

5th May. 

7th May. 

3oth May. 
lith June. 

27th June. 

10th July. 

27th July. 

29th July. 

11th August. 

16th August. 

1st September. 

4th Sept<'mbt-r. 

5th September. 

5th Sept<'mbcr. 
6th &•ptembcr. 

9th September. 
22nd St'ptember. 

3rd October. 

3rd Oc-tober. 

!ith October. 

7th October. 

I ith October. 

28th November. 
2nd December. 

:Wth Dcccmhu. 
2ith December 

Orange Froo State . . 4th January. 
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136-Letter from the LanJdrost of Winburg to the President of 
the Oranie Free State . . . . . . 

136-Letter from the President of the Onmge Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh. . . 

136-Letter frem the ReT. Mr. Casali.s to the High Commis~ioner 
139-Extract from the Address of the President of the Orange 

Free State at the opening of the Volksraad. 
13~Extract from the .Proceedings of the Volksraad of the 

Orange Free Slate .. 
139-Letter from ex-President J. P. Hoffman to Governor Sir 

George Grey . . . . . . . . 
141-Letter from the British Agent to the Special Commissioner 
141-Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the Government Secre-

tary, Bloemfontein . . . . . . 
14 l-Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the Rev. Mr. Koch 
142-Extracts from a Despatch of the High Commissioner to the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies . . . . 
H2-Letter from the Cllairman of the Executive Committee of 

the Orange Free State to the Chief Moshesh .. 
143-lnformation forwarded by the Chief Commissioner on the 

Frontier to the Governor 
1-H-Deepatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies . . . . . . 
144-Appendix to the Statement drawn up at the request of the 

Chief Molitsane. 
149--Letter from the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the Orange Free Staro to the Chief MosheRh .. 
150-Letter from the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the Orange Free State to the Chief Moshesh .. 
151-Letter from the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the Orange Free State to the Chief Moshesh 
151-Letter from the Chairman of the R"'tecutive Committee of 

the Orange Free State to the Lnnddrost of Winburg .. 
152-Proclamation by Moshesh . . . . . . 
1-53-Letter from the High Commissioner to the Chief lio"he~h 
153-Extracts from a Letter of the Hi,,ch Commissioner to the 

President of the Orange Free Si.ate .. 
153-Extract& from a Letter of the High Commissioner to the 

Colonial Secretary . . . . 
15¼-Minntes of a Conference between the President of the 

Orange Free State and the Chief Moshe.h, in presence 
of His Excellency Sir George Grey . . . . 

159-Ag.-eement between Mo•hesh, Paramount Chief of the 
Basutos, and the President of the Orange Free State. 

161-Extract from a Letter of the Private Secretary to the High 
Commitlsioner to the Resident Magistrate of Aliwal 
North . . .. .. . . . . 

161-Extracts from a Letter of the President of the Orange Free 
State to the High Commissioner . . . . 

162-Extract from a Letter of the High Commissioner to the 
President of the Orange Free State 

162-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshe~h . . . . . . 

16:i-Letter from the Chief Moperi to the Landdrost of Winburg 
164-Extracts from a Circular sent by the Landdrost of Win burg 

to the Chiefs Molapo, Moperi, and Molit,mne, and to 
Frans Viljoen. 

164-Letter from the Acting LanddroRt of Winburg to the 
GoTernment Secretary of the Orange Free State .. 

166--Extracts from a Despatch of the High Commissioner to the 
Secretary of State for th~ ColonieA 

lxxvii 

Date. 

9th JanuuI-y. 

15th January. 
2ath January. 

5th February. 

16th February. 

27th February. 
3rd March. 

5th March. 
5th March. 

9th April. 

16th May. 

!2nd June. 

Hth June. 

10th July. 

2ith July. 

3rd Augu~t. 

25th August. 
27th An.ru~t. 
19th September. 

2-'ith September. 

2nd October. 

5th October. 

6th October. 

6th October. 

11th October. 

11th October. 

.Sth November. 
6th November. 

8th November. 

17th November. 
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166-Extract from a Letter of the Prebident of the Orange Free 
State to tho High Commissioner . . . . 

166-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh 

167-Letter from the High Commissioner to the Cl,ief 1\foshesh 
168-Letter from tho Rev. Mr. Jou8se to the Landdrost of 

Winburg 
18;iG. 

168-Letter from the President of the Onmge Free State to the 
Chief Mo,he$h 

169-Des-oatch from the Secretarv of State for the Colonies to 
Governor Sir George Gre·y 

169-Extraets trom tho Speech of the !'resident at the opening 
of the Volk,,rand of the Orange Free State. . . 

I 70-Extract from the Proceedings of the Volksra.-id of the 
Oranire Free State .. 

171-Lettor from the President of the Orange Free State to tho 
High Commi,sioner 

li3-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Mo~he,h 

17 4-Letter from Fieldcomet Olivier to the Land,lrost of Smith­
fit-ld 

lif>-Letter from tho Aetinir Secretarv to the Governm~nt of 
tho Ora.nge Free State to the Secretary for Native 
Affairs, Natal 

I 76-Extract from a L<!tter of the President of the Orange 
Free State to the Chief Moroko -

1 iG-Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the President of the 
Orange Free State .. 

178-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh 

l i9-Letter from the Civil Commissioner of Fort Beaufort to the 
Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor 

ISO-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
High Commissioner 

181-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Jousse to the High Commiseioner 
182-Letter from the Secretary for Native Affairs, Natal, to the 

Sec:reti1ry to the Government of the Orange Free State 
183-Letter from the Acting Lieuteuant-Govcmor of Natal to 

the Hi!(h Commissioner . . . . 
184-Extracts from a Despatch of the High Commissioner to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
18,5-Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the Landdrost of 

Winburg .. 
185-Extracts from a Despatch of the High Commissioner to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
186-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State t'J the 

Chief Mo,hesh 
187-Extrnet from II RE-port of the Gaika Commissioner to 

Govemor Sir George Grey .. 
187-Extrad~ from u Despatch of tht' Hi;:h Commi88ioner to 

the Sc'<."rl'lary of State for the Colonic• 
190-Despat..!1 from the Hi,:-h Comrnbsioucr to the 8,•ad11ry of 

:Stutt• for the Coloni~ 
191-L,tt,·r from the President of the Oraug-e Fn·e State to the 

Hig-h Co1nn1i:-4:-1ioner. . -
191-Lcttc•r from tho Chief Molapo t-0 the Landdrost of "·inburg 
19:!-Letter from the rrcsident of the Orani.e Free State to the 

Chief Moshc•h ~ 
193-Lettcr from the Superintendent of the Wittebergen Native 

Reserve to the Resident Magistrate of Aliwal North .. 

23rd November. 

23rd NoYember. 
8th December. 

19th December. 

2nd January. 

26th January. 

4th February. 

22nd February. 

27th February. 

1st March. 

7th March. 

12th March. 

15th March. 

21st March. 

::Srd April. 

7th April. 

ith April. 
10th April. 

14th April. 

14th April. 

24th April. 

26th April. 

30th April. 

2nd May. 

3rd May. 

3rd May. 

9th May. 

11th l'tinv. 
15th Ma,·. 

lith May. 

26th May. 
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193-Letter from Fieldcomet Voe-e and 46 others to the 
President of the Orange Free State 26th May. 

193-Memorandum of the President upon the above. 
193-Memorandum of the Landdrost of Smithfield upon the 

above. 
194-Letter from Jan Letelle to Fieldcomet Olivier. 
19-l-Letter from Fieldcomet H. Olivier to the Landdrost of 

Smithfield . . 28th May. 
19-l-Letter from the Landdrost of Smithfield to the Government 

Secretarv, Bloemfontein . . . . 31st May. 
19,i-Memorandum of the President on the above letter. 
195-Letter from the Landdrost of Smithfield to the Chief 

Moshesh.. 3rd June. 
195-Letter from the Rev. Theophilus Jolll!8e to the High Com-

missioner 4th June. 
196-Letter from Commandant Weber and others to the Presi-

dent of the Orange Free Stat.! . . . . . . 6th June. 
197-Letter from the High Commissioner to the PreEident of the 

Orange Free itate . . . . . . . . 7th June. 
197-DeRpatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies . . . . . . 7th June. 
198-Letter from the Landdrost of Smithfield to the Acting 

Government Secretary, Bloemfontein . . . 8th June. 
199-Letter from the Rev. Theo. Jousse, on behalf of the Chief 

Moshesh, to the Landdrost of Smithfield . . . . 9th June. 
200- Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the President of the 

Orange Free State . . . . . . . . 16th June. 
202-Lett,o,r from the Chief Moshesh to the High Commissioner 1 ith June. 
20-1-Extract from a Lettu of the President of the Orange.Free 

State to the Colonial Secretary . . . . 21st June. 
205--Letter from the (;hief Mo8hesh to the High Commissioner 23rd June. 
20.'>-Letter from the President of the Orauge Free State to 

the Chief MoRhesh . . . . 2ith June. 
207-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 

Chief Moshe~h . . 30th June. 
209-Letter from the Chief Moshesh to the President of the 

Orange Free State . . . . 12th July. 
210-De<1patch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies . . . . . . 14th July. 
211-Letter from Messrs. W. H. Coleman and H. Oli\-ier to the 

President of the Orange Free State . . . . 17th July. 
216-Jl.:xtracts from a Letter of the Superintendent of the 

Wittebergen Native Reserve to the Resident Magis-
trate of Aliwal North . . . . . . 21st July. 

216-Letter from the Rev. ?ilr. Dyke to the High Commissioner 23rd July. 
219-Copy of Minutes of Conver.mtion at Smithfield. 
220-Extracts from Minutes of Conference of Mi!'tlionaries' 

decisions relative to a Normal School submitt..,-d to tho 
Committee in Paris. 

2"l0-Ttanslation of AgreementH, &c. 
221-Letter from the High Commi,;;;ioner to the Chief Moshesh 23rd July. 
2:.!:.!-Letter from the High Conunis.~ioner to the President of tho 

Orange Free State 23rd July. 
2:.!2-tlovemment Notice . . . . 2nd August. 
225-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 

High Commissiont,r. . 4th Augn.st. 
226-Letter from the Landdrost of Smithfield to the Chief 

Moshesh.. . . . . ith August. 
226-De8patch from the High Commissioner to tho Secrct11ry of 

State for the Colonies . . . . . . 16th August. 
229-Despatch from the Hi~h Commissioner to thC' Secretary of 

State for the Colowcs . . . . . . 16th August. 
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231-Extracts from a Letter of the Superintendent of the Witte­
borgen Native Reserve to the Resident Magistrate of 
Aliwal North 

232-Documcnt forw-nrded by the Chief Commii!sioner of 
Knffrnrin to the High Commissioner 

232-Extractq from a Letter of the Chief Commis.qioner of 
Knffrnria to the High Commi>•sioner 

233-Letter f1om the President of the Orange Free State to the 
Chief Moshesh 

234-Extraets from a Letter of the Chief CommL«1<ioner of 
Kaffraria to the Secretary to the High Commi,,,,ioner .. 
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417-Deijpatch from I.he Sccrc'tary of State for the Colouic" to 
the High Commissiom·r . . . . Gth September. 

419-Extracts from a n,,spatch of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to the High Con11ni:;sio1wr Gth Septembcr. 

419-Let.ter from the Chief Moshcsh to the High Commi:;sioncr 8th September. 
•1:.!0-Extra,•t,; from a D(•spatch of the High Commi,;,;ioncr to 

the Secretary oi State for the C,,!onit•s 8th St'ptt'mbcr. 
4:.lO-Minutc coi_nprisin!( a Statement of the Causes of the late 

\Var with the Basuto" . . . . 11th September. 
421-Appendix. 
4:!3-1\fomornndum. 
4:.l4-Deposition of l\lr. G. P. N. Coetzec 
425-Deposition of lllr. J. H. Sn),nan .. 
4:.l6-Depo"ition of l\lr. J. T. Suyman .. 
427-Depositfon of Mr. 0. J. mu Sd1alkwyk 
42i-Deposition of Mr. H. W. Oli,·icr 
4:.!9-Deposition of ~Ir. J. H. tle Wirn,aar 
4:ll-Deposition of l\lr. G. \V. Fouche .. 
132-Deposition of Mr.J. H. Olh-ier 
434-Deposition of l\[r. J. G. L:ualman .. 
434-Depo~it.ion of l\lr. J. G. Yenua:ik .. 
4:1.j-Depoaition of :Ur. G. W. Fo11d10 .. 
435-Depositiou of l\[r. F. J.C. Cronjc'· . 
437-Dcposition of Lena Sang Lcpui .. 
4:J8--DepoKitiou of l\lr. L. J. Fnnrie 
438-Letter from the Chief l\[o,-.hc•h to the Hi!."h Commi,,..ic,ucr 
439-Lctter from tht> Presi<lcnt of the Oraugc Frce State to the 

llth 
I Ith 
I Ith 
I Ith 
11th 
11th 
1:Jth 
1:,1h 
l:Hh 
lath 
l:lth 
Hth 
Hth 
14th 
I ith 

High Commissi,,m·r 17th 
4:!3-Letter from tht' Chief l\lo,he,h to the Hi1ih Commi,sioncr :!tlth 
HO-Letter from the Chief Mosh,,,h to the Hiii-h Commissioner :.!Oth 
440-Letter from the High Commissioner t,, tiic Chief Mo,lw,h 20th 
441-Lett<?r from the Chii·i l\fo,lw,h to the H i!."h Commi-sioner 23rd 
44 I-Letter from the Chil·f .. \loroko to the Hisrh Comrnb.,ioner :.l'.lrd 
44:.!-Extracts from a De,pateh of the Hi;rh ·c,muubsioner to 

St0 ptt-mher. 
8-,ptember. 
Sl'ptembcr. 
Septc•mher. 
S.:ptemht'r. 
Septc>rnber. 
St'ptt·mber. 
S,·ptcml•<>r. 
Sl'ptf•Jn ht.'r. 
sl'l_)l(•Juht.'r. 
Sept,·mbcr. 
Sq1teml><.0 r. 
S\·pte11lhf•r. 
S.f'}ltt>n,ber. 
SC"ptt'lllber. 

Sc•pk111bl'r. 
Sc,ptcm\,cr. 
Septemher. 
Sept(•rnbcr. 
Sc·pt,·mber. 
September. 

the Secn·tary of State for the C0lonies 
443-The Beer,hcbu .-\.!fair .. 

2-ith September. 

4;j3-0brorvntious hy the Commi,,i~n appuiutt'd to repn·"eut the 
Orau!l'e Fn·,' State with Hi, Ex<·.,llPnl'y the GoYernnr 
of Cape Colony. on the Dol'IUIWnt laid b,,fure His 
Excdlc•nry on the part of the Chief l\fo,Lc;h, aud 
hca,led "Thl' Bcer,.\wba .Aff.1ir" 

468-Letter fr,im the Chairman of the Free State Commission 
to the Hi).!'h Com111i.-io11er 

469-l\fcmora11dum of the Fr<'e State CommiHsi1>n. 
474-L<>tter from the Hiirh Commissioner to the Chief Moroko 
4 i4-Letter from the Pn·,id<:ut of the Orange FrN State to the 

High Commi,,.,ioner 
4 75-Letter from the Chuinnan of the Free State Commi,..,i<>n 

to the High Corm11issio11er 
4i6-Treaty of Peace entered into between the Oraug-l' Free 

State and the Ba~uto Chief :M.oshesh. 
479-Appendix. 

'.!ith 

:lith 

2ith 

:,mh 

29th 
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Scptcru ber. 

September. 

September. 

September. 

September. 



CON'ffuYfS. 

Page. Document. 

lS,iS-('vnli11unl. 

ti<O-Lettcr from the Hii;h Commi'"ion<'r lo the Cliid 1\fo,hl'>h 
4Sl-Extr:,et from a DC'spal<'h of tlw Jliµ-h Commissiom'r to the 

Sccl't'tary of State for the Colonies 
!SI-Letter from the Chairman of the Free State Conunission 

to the High Commissioner 
481-Letter from the High Commill!Jionerto the President of the 

Oran!!'<' Free State .. 
41-2-Thc Boundnrv Line. 
484-Lcttcr from the High Commissioner to the Chairman of the 

Oranl(C Free State Commi,;.;ion 
4S-~-Lettcr fr-◊m the Pn:•sident of the Orange Free State to the 

Hil(h Commi,,ioner 
tS,'>-utt<'r from the Chief Mo,he•h t-0 the Hidi Commissioner 
4S6--Not.('!4 of Mr. Burm,t•~ Mission to the Chief Moshe8h at 

Thaba Bosigo, to obtain the Ratifi<-ation of the Treaty 
made by his Commi5"ioners with the Free State 
Government 

4!16-Extract from a De,pakh of tht• Hi!lh Commi,..,ioncr to tho 
&C'retllry of State for the O,Jonie~ 

495-Lett<-r frnm the PresidPnt of the Oran!,."C Fn•e State to the 
Chi<-f Moshesh 

49i-Lctter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 
High Commi,,ioner .. 

49S-Lcttt-r from the Superintendent of the \Vitteht,rgen 
Nutive Reserve to the Civil Commissioner of Aliwal 
North 

499-Lctter from the Prc-sident of the Orange Free Stntc to th11 
Hiµ-h Commi,~ioner .. 

t!)9-E.xtract,i from the Speet·h of the Prc·~ident of the Orange 
1-'r,:,e State at the openini,c of the Volksraad 

,501-L:>tter from the Hieb Commi .. ion,·r to th<' Prc;idcnt of 
the Oranl!'c Frre :State 

,'>01-utkr fr(,m the Landdro,t of Winbnri;:- to the Government 
S..·c·rc>tnrv of the Ornnl!'e Frl'c Stnto 

-'>01-Lcttt>r from· th<' Hii--h (\,111missio11l'I' to thl' Chief Mosh,,,h 
<1Ul-J::xtrn<'t~ fr,,m th<' Prm·eedini:~ of the Volk,raad oi the 

Oran!,l'e Fret> State . . ' 
->02-Extra<·ts from the Proeeeding~ of the Volk,raad of the 

Orange Free Suite .. 
f>03-Death of May1tra . . . . . . 
. ',113-Lcttcr from Jan Lctt,IJe to the Hi!,l'h Commi,,inner 
504-utt<>r from the Hi!lh Commi"ioncr to the Chief Moshe,h 
iiO!-Lctter from the Go~·cmmeut &·!'retary of the Or:mgc Free 

State to the Chief llo,hesh 
504-Lctter from the Chief Moroko to the Hi!(h Commbsioner 

1s.;9 
iiO-'>-Extract from a Letter of the ·Rev. Mr. Codwt to the Civil 

Coum,i,-,ioner ot' Aliwal ~orth 
50-'>-L,ttN from the High Commi"ioner to the Pre,iJ,,nt of 

the \'olk,raud of the Oran.cc Fret' State .. 
f,O.'>-Letter fn,m the High C01wni;,io11"r to thl• Cliil,f Moruko 
:,06-Letter from the Sl·crctary to tlw l-lierh Cv11u11issiou,:,r to 

Jan Letellc .. 
iit16-Letter from the Sectf:tary to the Hi![h Commi~,ioncr to 

thf: Ch·il Commis,io11H ot' Aliwal ~orth .. 
/i06-Lctwr from the Hil(h Comrni,,i1111<·r to the C'nid Mo,hc>,h 
-'>07-Lctter from the Pn·sident of the Orange 1-'rcc State to the 

Hiich Commi•siuucr 
il07-Lctter from the PrcsiJtmt of the Orange Free Stato to the 

Chief Moshesh 
ii06-Beport of the Free State Commis,;iou. 

lx.xxvii 

Dute. 

30th Scptemh,,r. 

30th ScphJmbcr. 

30th Septembcr. 

1st Octobt'r. 

8th October. 

8th October. 
J.jth October. 

2~nd October. 

2Gth October. 

:.!6th October. 

28th October. 

10th November. 

22nd Novcmbl'r. 

23rd NoYemb<'r. 

2,ith NO\·eml•<>r. 
30th Non·mlicr. 

:J•lth Nove111ber. 

3rd Dr<><>mhcr. 
J:lth D<>c<'ml,n . 
21st D,,ccmlx·r. 
:!Hh DeCl'lllber. 

24th Dceembcr. 
:.!ith December. 

2nd January. 

Hh Januarv. 
6th January. 

ith Jauuary. 

10th January. 
l:!th January. 

ZGth January. 

January. 
.51.h ~'cbruary. 
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b:xxviii COXTEXTS. 

Pago. Document. 

16.j9-C'o11litt11cd. 

51 :?-Extracts from the Speech of the President to the Volksraad 
of the Orani-re Frel' State 

613-Extrnd,i from the Procct•clings of the Volksraad of the 
Orani<e Free State . . . . 

517 --Letter from the High Commissioner to the French Consul 
at Cape Town 

5 l 7-L11ttcr from N t>hemiah Moshc,11 t-0 the Hii<h Commissioner 
519-Extract~ from t.hc SpCC'ch of His Excellency the Governor 

at the Opening of the Cape Parli,uneut ... 
619-Lettcr from the Rev. Mr. Arbous,iet, for the Chief Moshc,-h, 

to tho Superintendent of the Wittcbcrgen Native 
Re,-erve.. . . . . . . . . 

. j20-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Arbousset, for the Chief Letsie, 
to the Superintendent of the Wittebergen Native 
Rcsen·e . . . . . . . . 

520-Letter from the Superintendent of the Wittebcrgen :N"ative 
Reserve to the Civil Comm..i,.ioner of Aliwal North .. 

522-Letter from the Civil Commbsioner of Aliwal Nort.h to the 
Secretary to the High Commissioner . . . . 

523-Lettcr from the Chief Let~ie to the Landdrost of Smithfield 
.j23-Letter fro'fl the Chief Letaie to the Lan<ldrost of Smithfield 
524-Lettcr from the Committee of the Paris Evangelical Mission 

Society to the lligh Corrunbsioner . . . . 
52ii-Lett.:r from the Rev. Mr. Jousse, for the Chief l\foshcsh, to 

the Superintendent of the "\Vitteherg-en Native lw:ocrve 
525-Extract from a Letter of the Superint<·ndent of the Witte• 

bergeu :N" ati vc Reserve to the Ch-il Commi,sioner of 
Aliw11l North 

526-Lettcr from the Rev. Mr. Jousse, for the Chief Mo8he$h, 
to the L~nddrost of Smithfield 

526-Lctter from the Superintendent of the "\Vittebergen Native 
Rc!!erve t.o the Uivil Conunbsioncr of Aliwal North .. 

527-Letter from the Superinfrndcnt of the "\Vittebergen Native 
Reserve to the Civil Commi,siom•r of Aliwal :N"orth 

628-Lettcr from the Acting Pre~idcnt of the Orange Free Stute 
to the Chief :Mo,hesh 

5:W-Letter from the Civil Commissioner of Aliwal North to the 
Secretary to the Hii;rh Commissioner . . . . 

529-LettC'r from the Superintendent of the Wittc·h<"rgen Native 
Re8en·e to the Civil Commis•ioner of Aliwal North 

529-Rctlll"I' of the people belonging to the Batlokua Chief 
Leh11n11, "°n of the late Chief Sikonycla. 

529-Lettcr from the Secretary to the High Commissioner to the 
Superintendent of the Wittcbcrgen Native Reserve 

ii30-Extraet8 from a Letter of the Superintmdent of the Witte• 
beriren Native Reserve to the Sf'crctary to the High 
Commis~ioner 

530-Letter from the Chief :Moshesh to the Free State Com­
mis~ion .. 

531-Rough translation of a Letter gh·en by Jan Letdle to the 
Superintend!'nt of the "\Yittcbergen Nnth-e Hescn·e for 
trnnsmiss,ion to Governor Sir Gc,or~e Gr!'y .. 

,132-Letter from the Su~"·rint,•nr!l•llt of the \Vittcll('r!!"t-n N Rtive 
Rt>sen-c to thP Uh·il Commissioner nf Ali"·al ~forth .. 

5:!2-Letter from Jan L·tdle tn th,· Lantl<lro,t of Culroon River 
53:l-Lctt,•r from t.lw Hidi Commissioner tu the P1-c•ident of 

the Ora111re Frer titate 
633-Lettt•r from ·the H il.\"h Commissioner to the Prcaidcut of the 

Ev1111gclic11l Mi~sionnry Soeiety, PariH 
,'133-Lettcr from the Sup,•1-int.t·mknt of the ,Vittcb..·r~-en Nativo 

Rc11Crve t8 the Ci\·il ColWllitibioncr of Aliwal North .. 

Dute. 

ith February. 

16th February. 

:!5th Fcbn1ary. 
:Jr<l Miu-eh. 

lith March, 

17th March. 

18th March. 

19th March. 

21st March. 
:!(ith )lareh. 
29th March . 

1st April. 

1st April. 

9th Arril. 

2:!nd April. 

29th April. 

'30th April. 

4th May. 

9th Mny. 

9th May. 

10th May. 

19th Mny. 

20th May. 

22nd May. 

2nd July. 
23rd July. 

:.?bth Jnly. 

26th July. 

30th July. 
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OONTBNTB. 

Page. Document. 

18!\9-Co11ti1111.-d. 

6'.l-l-Dc~pakh from the Hii;rh Commis!'iouer to the Secretary of 
Stat" for the Colonies 

63-l-Lett<>r from the Secretnry to the Hhrh CommiAAioner to the 
Cn·il Conuni,..sionC'r of Aliw11l .::-;urth 

5'.!.",-Letter from the High Commissioner to N,•llC'minh MoshC'~h 
:,:.,a-Extrnct~ from the Speech of Ading- Pre~idt·ut Snijmnn to 

the Volksraad of the Ornngc :Free State 
636-Letter from the Cfril Corumis~iouer of Aliwal North to the 

Secretary to the High Commissioner 
536-The Law for Trade . 
. ;:,i-Letter from the Chief Mo~hesh to the High ConuuL-sioner 
;;:,~-Memorandum 
5:rn- Letter from the Secretary to the High Commi~ioner to the 

Sec-retarv to the Lieutenant Govemor 
:,-iO-Letter froni the Lieutenant Go,·eruor to the Chief l'ifo8}1('sh 
,i-t I-utter from the Lieutenant Governor to the Chil'f Mo,hesh 
;,-11-Letter from the Ac'.ing Pre,ident of the Ora11ge Free State 

to the Chief Moshesh 
i'>-12-Letter from the Sup<>riutendent of the Wittebergen Nath-e 

Re,;erve to the Chi! Conuni~•ioner of Aliwul !forth .. 
1i-l2-Petition from the Chief Mo•hesh to Gol'eruor Sir George 

Grev .. . . . . .. . . 
i'>4-l-Lettcr • from the Secretary to the Acting High Com• 

mi;;sioner to tho Civil Commis,iuner of Aliwal ~forth .. 
.'>-t-:>-Letter from the Acting President of the Orl\uge Frw State 

to the Chief MO!!h<!sh 
545-Letter from th~ Secretary to the Acting High Commissioner 

to the Chief Mosheoh 

1860. 
i>l6-Letter from the Chief Mosh~~h to the Chief Let,ie 
;',46-Letter from the Civil Conuni:<.,iout>r of Aliwnl North to the 

Secretary to the High Conunis~ioner 
5-t i-Miuutes of a Meeting between the Act in)<' Prl'sident of the 

Omnge Free Stute and Repn•St'ntatives of the Chief 
Moshe8h 

5t8-Letter from the Chief Moroko to the High Commi~sioner 
,'i49--Letter from the Rel'. Mr. Maeder, for the Chief Let~ie, to 

the Landdro~t of Smithfield 
5-'>0-Extracts from a Letter of the Rev. Mr. Cochet to the Cfril 

Commissioner of Aliwnl North . . . • 
5,iO-Letter from the Supt'rintendent of the Wittt>h<-rg~n Nnti,·e 

Rc,-en·e to the Ci,;I Commi,~iouer of Aiiwal North .. 
5-'il-Letter from the Civil Conunissioner of Aliwal North to the 

Se<.·retary to tht• High Co111111i~•iouer 
5-'il-Extract from a lPtter of the Seen•tarv to the Actini:- Hig-h 

Commis,ioner to the Civil Comini"iuner of ·Aliwal 
North 

i',.jl-Letter from the Secretary to the Acting Hig-h Com­
mi:,,;iouer to the Civil Co111111i,sioner of Aliwal North .. 

5:,2-Lettn from the Ch·il Commi,,iouer of Aliwal Nort.h to 
tlw Seea•tan· to the Hig-h C,,m111ieMio1wr .. 

5,>2-Extract from n "Letter of the Ci,-il Commi,,.sioner of Aliwal 
North to the SePretnn· to the Hii.rh Commi,;.-.ioucr 

5->3-Letter from the Sup,•rintendl'Ut of ti,c• \\·ittl'l•ergt'll Nnth·e 
Reserni to the Cfril C,,mmi,si•.>ner of Aliwal ~nrth 

:;:,3-Letter from the Rev. Mr. Rolland to the CiYil Com• 
mi~ioner of Aliwal North 

.;.,4-Extruct from a Letter of the Ci,·il Co111111is.•ionC'r of Aliwal 
North to the &•,·rt>farv to the Hid, Commiasinnn 

.',:,.;-Lcttn fwm tlw St~·n,tar-i· to th,• llii:h Co1111nissioner to the 
Chil Commissioner of Aliwal N;,rth 

hxxix 

Date. 

7th August. 

12th Augu~t. 
18th A ll!(U<t. 

24th Augu4. 

5th September. 

ith Sept<>mbcr. 
18th September. 

2,'ith &•ptm1hn. 
30th SeptC'mber. 
Joth September. 

10th November. 

30th No,·ember. 

13th December. 

14th December . 

lf>th December. 

23rd December. 

5th Jnnunry·. 

9th January. 

10th Jnnunrv. 
16th January. 

25th January. 

4th February. 

3nl March. 

3rd March. 

13th March. 

lith March. 

I !lth Mardi. 

26th March. 

3llth Mareh. 

31st 3fa,..,h . 

1st April. 

10th April. 
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XC CONTENTS. 

Page. Document. 

l 860-Contim,~d. 

5.'i.'i-Lett<>r from the Pre~idmt to the Government Seeret.ary of 
the Ornn>.rP Free St11k• .. 

f,.'i.j-Trt•aty l><:t,;·,>cu the Orauge Free State and the Chief 
lilusht>sh .. 

. 'j.',G-Gon•m11w11t. Notkt>. . . 

.'i-'>S-:Extra,·t" from II Letter of tlw Pre,ideut of the Orunire Free 
l'.-t.ite to the Ottit•er a<lmiui,terin~ the Go,·erum,•nt of 
the Capr (',.J.-,uy , 

5.'i8-Letter from Mr. D. C. Grant tu th,• St•crctnry to the 
G,H·cnmll'llt of the Cape Colnuy 

/i,'i9-A~eouut of a Couf<'rt'tu·t' between the Presid,•ut of the 
Oruni.re l:0 r<'r State and the Chief Mo,lwsh .. 

5G2-Extraet; from a Dt>spatch of the Officer 11dministcdng the 
Cape Gowmment to the Secretary of State for the 
Culoni,•~ .. 

6u3-Letter from tlw R,·,·. S. Hofmeyr to Gon,ruor Sir Geor![e 
Grey . . . . .. . . , .. 

iJG-l-Letter from the RPv. S. Hufmeyr, for the Chief 1\Io,-hc,.h, 
to Governor Sir Geor,re Grey 

.'i6,-Extracts frum II Let.tt'r of the Aeting Resident lila!<i,trate 
of Aliwal North to the Secretary to the High Cum-
111i:-.-..iuner 

6'3.'i-Lettc-r fro,111 the Prc•i<leut of the Oran,re Free State to the 
Chief Mo,he,h ' 

566-Letter from the Actinic R('sideut Ma...-i,trnte of Aliwal 
No11h to the S.,i;retarv to th,• Hi:.rh Commi,sioner 

5G7-Lettt'r from the Hii.di Co;n111i,,iouer -to the Chief l\lon,ko 
51,i-Letter from th,• Hi;rh C,,u1111is;iou('r to the Chi,_•f Moshesh 
,,oi-Letter from the Fi,der Col,minl Secretary to lllr. Chnrles 

Ro,•. Sent'tUI'\' tu llfosh.:-,h 
5GS-L .. ttcr from the Ii,,,-. )Ir. Daumn, to Gol"emor Sir G,:,ori,re 

Grev , • 
iiGS-Ll'tkr ·frnm th" Chief Moshe,h to Hi" Rt))·al Hi,-hness 

Priuo-e Alfr,•d 
669-Extrads from 11 LC'ttt'r of the Ch·il Conunissioner of Aliwal 

~forth to thC' lli:.rh C,,111111is"i01wr .. 
. 'itl!J-Lt•ttt'r from N,·h,·miah lllusllt',-h to Gornmor Sir George 

G~ .. 
iii2-LettC'r ·fr,,111 ~eh,•miah. Gt>or;re, and T>t•kl'lo llloshe~h to 

Gov('rt111r ~ir (Jpvr!.!e Gr,.•v 
iJi2-L,,tter from the Chi,,( )[orok 0u to the Hi1rh Commission,:,r 
57 4-Ex tract, from II Lt·tter of the Ci,·il Cou, .. 11i"ivt1t'I' uf Aliwal 

North to the St•cretary to the Hid, C,,nu11i"'ioner 
57-l-Letter from the :;ceretnr,· to the Hiih Couunis,ioner to the 

Ci\·il Commi"iou,•r of Aliwal North .. 
f,j,'\-Letter from the Ci,·il C•_ommi,,ion,,r of Aliwal North to 

tht> Se,·n·tarv to tht• Hi_!.!'h Co111111i,,iou<'r .. 
oi6-Extral't from u ·R(•port ,,f the Superiut.-uJ,,nt of the \Vitte­

b,•r;ten Nnti\'e l{.,,en-e 

1813 I. 
iii6-Extra.-t, frnm II L,,tterof theSupc·rint.C'ndent of tl.e "'itte­

beric•-·n Nati,·e l:tc,en·e t-0 the Civil Cunuui,,iuu,•r of 
Aliirnl N,_o11h .. 

ii76-Extr:wh from a Lettn of the Sup,•rintc·11tl,•11t of the ""itte­
hcr,....,,n Natin, Rl'.•en-e to the Civil Cvuuui,.,.ioucr of 
Ali"·al North .. 

,'iii-L,•tter fn,111 th,· Ili;.:-h C,,mmi,,inn,·r t,, N,·hPmiah M,._1,(',h 
iiii-Extnict fr,,m thl' A,l,ln•,s of d1t• r,~·,id,·ut to th,· Volhrund 

of the Or:111>.rt' l:'1w· 8t:itt> • .. 
f,i7-LC'tlt.'1' from T,,•kl'lo ~fo,he,h to thP Civil C()!llllli~,i,,nC'r of 

Aliwal North 

Dato. 

2nd May. 

4th Mnv. 
lMh M,iy . 

Wth Mny. 

!Gth Muy. 

ll>th May. 

l:!th June. 

26th June. 

28th June . 

6th July. 

12th July. 

16th Julv. 
23rJ Jui\-. 
2ud August. 

3rd Augu.~t. 

13th Augu8t. 

18th August. 

3rd September . 

3rd September. 

3rd September. 
4th September. 

I ith Scptt'mbt•r. 

2nd October. 

l!ltb Xovemoor. 

18th Dece111her. 

13th January. 

1:-.th .January. 
l~t February. 

4th F,•hrunry. 

6th F1•l,nmry. 
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1861-Contin-,ed. 
5ii-Letter from the Rev. J. D11niel to the Civil Commissioner 

of Aliwal North . . . . . . . . 
-'>i8-Letter from Tsekolo 1\Io,heeh to Governor Sir Gcorg-e Grev 
.'i,8-Letter from Nuhemi11h llloshesh to the High Conmii,,i,>n(:r 
5i9-Letter from the Civil Commis~ioner of Aliwal North to 

the Secretary to the High Commissioner . . . . 
580-Letter from the Superintendent of the \Vitteberg<'n Native 

Reserve to the Cidl Commi:'sioner of Alhrnl North .. 
581-Letter from the Civil Commis~ioner of Aliwal North to 

the Secretary to the High Commissioner .. 
582-Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the 

C11ief MosheMh 
-'>82-Mccting between the President of the Orange Free State 

and the Chief Moshesh 
r.83-Proclamation by the President of the Orange Free Rtate .. 
,S8-l-Letter from the Cid! Couunissioner of Aliwnl North to 

the Chief 1\loshcah .. 
-'>85-Letter from the Superint,:,ndent of the Witt.ebergcn NatiYe 

Reeene to the Civil Conunh,sioncr of Aliwal North .. 
585-Letter from the Supc1inwndent of the Wittebergen Native 

lkserve to the Uivil Commissioner of Aliwnl North 
,586-Messnge from the Chief Moroko to the High Com­

mi&;ioner 
58i-Letter from the Civil Commis.~ioner of Aliwal North to 

the Secretary to the Hi.o:h Commissioner .. 
/i88-Memornndum of inform:ition relative to ccrtain warliko 

operntion8 between the Bnsutos and Amnpoudomisi, 
during the winter of 18G 1, obtained by lllr. J. :\[. 
Orpen, at t.he request of Mr. Burnet, from the chief 
men at Beel'Nheba. 

593-Memoramlmn attached to Mr. Burnet's Communication of 
the 1st July, 1861, relative to the Bt\suto Commando 
Mro"~ the Draken~berg-

l>94-Lettcr from the Chief ]\[o,hesh to the Higl1 Commissioner 
l>%-De~patch from the Hiµ-h Commissioner to"the Secretary of 

Stat-0 for the Colonies 
,S95-Despatch from the Hi.o:h Commissioner to the Secretary of 

State for the ColonieH 
/i96-Extra,·ts from a Letter of the Ch·il Commissioner of 

Aliwal North to the Hig-h Commissioner .. 
• /i96-Extract from a D,•spatrh of the High Commissioner to the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies .. 
/i96-De"'J'atch from the Hi,:h Com,nitl.~ioner to the Sl'cretnry of 

State for the Coloni<'" 
-'>97-Letter from the Hig-h Commi1<sioner to the Chief l\Ioshcsh 
597-Despatch from the Hi;.:-h Commissioner to the Secretary of 

State for the ColonieH 
-%8-Mr. Van Soelm's Mission to Moshcsh 
599-D.,,.pntch from the Secretary of State for the ColoniPs to 

the Oftiecr administering the Gt,venunent of the Cape 
of Good Hope .. 

ii99-Letter from the Chief l\foroko to the President of the 
Orange Freo State . . . . . . . . 

600-Aceount of nn lntcrvil'w ll('twecn the Landdrost of Bloem­
fontein and the C11i<>f :\Io.,he~h .. 

602-Letter from the Civil Cormniesioncr of Aliwal North to 
the Secretary to the Hi1d1 Commissioner 

602-0-rtifkate 1-,riven by ]\[o,;hPsh .. 
6112-Lctt,Jr from the Chief Moshesh to the High Commissioner 
f,09-Mo,h!'sh at Hmne 
611-Lettcr from the Acting Colonial Secretary to the Chief 

Moshe:ili .. 
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Date. 

19th Fehrunry. 
21st F,·hrnar,·. 
:!:!nd F C l,rua ry. 

2i,th Fcl,rna,y. 

28th February. 

4th March. 

9th March. 

12th April. 
18th April. 

10th June. 

liith June. 

22nd June. 

2ith June. 

1st July. 

3rd July. 

2:!nd July. 

23rd July. 

29th July. 

31~t July. 

St.h Aug-1Lst. 
14th An;n1st. 

J.lth Auµ-ust. 
4th O,·toher. 

1 ith Odol>cr. 

21Ht October. 

4th NoYcmbcr. 
2-H.11 N0Ycn1ber. 
(ith D,•,•f>mlH·r. 
13th Deetember. 

26th Dcc(,mbcr. 
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BASUTOLAND RECORDS. 

COPIES OF OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS OF VARIOUS KINDS, 

AOOOUNTS OF TRAVELLERS, &c. 

1853. 

Mmwrandum rtlativs to M<>ro8i, drawn ''P by tll4 Civil Commi8nonw of .4.lhwt 
for tll4 comideration of His Excellency tll4 G01Jernor. 

Burghersdorp, 1st January, 1853. 
Morosi and his people, if they still acknowledge Moshesh, which they 

do when it suits their convenience, must cross the Orange River and 
remain there. If, however, that does not suit His Excellency's views, 
then he and his followers must either be removed from the Native 
Reserve, or else a portion of it cut off. By far the better plan would 
however be to let him cross the river, and as there are no Natives except 
a few wandering Bushmen on the left bank of the Orange River to its 
source, let it be notified that no independent Native Tribe will be 
allowed to occupy the country in that quarter. 

Letter from tM Chief Moroko to tM British Resident. 
Thaba Nchu, 4th January, 1853. 

Goon FRIEND,-! request that you will have the kindness and 
acquaint me with news from the Governor, for I have asked for my 
property and you informed me that the Governor was coming and that 
he would put everything to rights. I have, however, not yet seen the 
justice of the Governor and still ask my property from Government. 

I have nothing to do with the £50, but I will have my property 
back, and I see that the British Government are oppressing instead of 
protecting me. 

(Signed) CAPTAIN Moaoxo. 
11 
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Letter from the British Residmt to the Chief Moroko. 
Residency, Bloemfontein, 8th January, 1853. 

CmEF MoROKo,-1 have received your letter of the 4th instant. 
You had an opportunity of representing your case personally to His 

Excellency the Governor at Platberg, and of having his opinion 
upon it. 

I expect further instructions from His Excellency about you, on his 
arrival at Burghersdorp, which I will not fail to communicate. Your 
Friend, 

(Signed) H. GREEN, British Resident. 

DllJ)atch from Goo"1Wr the Hon. G. Cathcart to the Right Hon. the 
Secretary of State for th8 Coloniea. 

Grahamstown, 13th January, 1853. 
Sm,-In my last despatch, dated 4th ultimo on the Caledon River, 

I mentioned my intention of ascending the right bank of that river to 
Plat berg, with the force under my command, for the purpose of bringing 
matters to a speedy issue, and avoiding the chance of a protracted and 
expensive warfare, liable to end either in an unsatisfactory com­
promise, or the necessity of the same movement at last, after incurring 
all the expense of unnecessary delay. The information that the Chief 
Moshesh was collecting all his forces in the neighbourhood of Thaba 
Bosigo also convinced me that he would not submit fuDy to such terms 
as I might think it my duty to impose, except upon compulsion. 

The march up the right bank of the Caledon, of 101 miles in six 
days, through an uninhabited country, chiefly consisting of vast plains 
interspersed with table mountains, and abrupt rocky eminences peculiar 
to South Africa, afforded nothing worthy of remark, except the 
admirable order and discipline preserved by the troops, the cheerful 
manner in which they performed their marches, and the regularity and 
efficiency of the commissariat department. 

The army arrived at Platberg on the morning of the 13th, the day 
appointed in my proclamation for the meeting of chiefs. 

I found Platberg to consist of the ruins of a Hottentot village, 
fonnerly the habitation of a small band of adventurors called Bastards, 
under a loader of the name of Carolus Baatje, the only remaining 
habitable dwellings being the house of a ,v esleyan missionary and two 
cottag-es occupied by European traders ; for since Carolus Baatjo and 
his followers, who held the>ir land by a grant from Moshesh, had taken 
part with Major Warden on behalf of British authority against Moshesh, 

• they had lwt•n expdfod from Plat berg, and are without any location; 
but the house and propC'rty of the missionary had been respected, and 
even the gardens of the Bastards had not been destroyed by the 
Basutos. 
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The enclosed consecutive statement of events and series of documents 
will put you in possession of subsequent occurrences, ending in the 
entire submission of the enlightened and powerful chief Moshesh, and 
his first recognition of vassalage to Her Majesty's authority, for in all 
furmer intercommunications his acknowledgment only extended 
to alliance and friendly relations. 

The severe loss inflicted on his people in killed and wounded, the 
precise amount of which can never be ascertained, but which coDtJurrent 
native rumours place at from five to six hundred, as well as in cattle, 
and the conviction that the preservation of his villages and rich com 
lands, and even his own residence, from destruction, only rested upon 
the forbearance and discipline of Her Majesty's troops, and which his 
armed force has not power to resist, will, I hope, secure the permanency 
of the peace now re-established, and the sincerity of his endeavours to 
prevent collision between his people and the border farmers, which, I 
trust, may put an end to a system of plunder and reprisal,-a course 
which, as long as he remained under the denunciation of which he 
complained in his letter of the 13th October, -1851, to Sir Harry Smith, 
of having been declared "an enemy to the Queen," he felt justified 
in countenancing if not openly instigating. 

Thus, I trust, he may be found, should occasion require it, a valuable 
and willing ally of no small power, instead of continuing to be a 
troublesome and a fretful neighbour. 

I deeply regret that this object has not been accomplished without 
the loss of so many gallant soldiers, occasioned chiefly by an accidental 
circumstance, to which operations in a most difficult and unknown 
mountain country, defended by a warlike and well armed race, 
acquainted with every pass, must always be liable, and are beyond the 
reach or control of the general in command, who can only be present and 
personally direct in one part of so intricate a field at a time; but, 
considering the respectable nature of the Basuto force, consisting of 
from five to six thousand cavalry, and, it is said, two thousand infantry, 
well armed, generally with fire arms as well as assagais, the cavalry 
almost all clothed in European costume, and with saddles,-in short, 
evincing not only by their equipments, but their movements, a degree 
of military efficiency little inferior to irregular Cossacks or Circassians, 
-I am of opinion that, had it not been for the loss unfortunately 
sustained by the 12th Lancers, the casualties would not have been more 
than proportionate to the 1mavoidable consequence of the conflict, in 
which from five to six thousand head of cattle were wr~sted from 
the pastures of the Thaba Bosigo territory in defiance of all opposition. 

When day dawned on the morning of the 21st ultimo, on the plains 
of Thaba Bosigo there was no enemy to be seen; and as the cavalry 
had not joined me, and fifteen hundred head of cattle, captured and 
brought into the bivouac by Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre on the previous 

~2 
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evening, were an encumbrance, I directed Colonel Eyre to march 
back to the camp with them, taking them round by the same route by 
which I had advanced, that being the only one practicable for guns, 
and which passes round the western and northern base of the Berea 
Mountain, a distance of about fourteen miles, intending to resume 
operations in a day or two, as soon as the captured cattle could be 
removed to the standing camp at.Platberg for security, and my object 
would have been the chief's residence, the first day's work having, as 
was originally intended by me, served as a reconnaissance of the 
approach practicable for guns through an intricate and unknown 
country, as well as of the nature of the post itself, and the numbers and 
character of the enemy. 

No opposition was made to our march to the camp, and, except 
some groups on the summit ridge of the Berea, apparently watching 
our movenwnt, no enemy appearod; whilst a stray herd of cattle and 
some horses, seemingly abandoned on the plain, were seized and added 
to the capture, within their view. 

A few hours after my-arrival in the fl.ying camp on the Calodon, the 
bearer of a flag of truce presented himself opposite the camp with a 
letter from the chief Moshesh, written at Thaba Bosigo, in council, at 
midnight after the battle, and in the handwriting of the chief's son 
Nehemiah, who was educated at Cape Town and speaks and writes 
English perfectly. 

Oc. my receiving this document,-in my rel'lponsible position, where 
all rested on my decision, for, from the distance from home and other 
circumstances, a Governor in these colonies has seldom the advantage 
of any definite instruction, and is generally, as I have been, left 
entirely to his own discretion,-! recognised an important crisis, in 
which one false step might involve thE> nation in a Basuto war, and 
emharrass the Government by perhaps irretrievably compromising the 
free option which now exists as to their future policy, in respect to the 
retention or abandonment of the sovereign rights and obligations of 
this territory, and at the same time leaving a state of irritation and 
excitement which might aggravate and perpetuate the evils I came 
to allay, and requiring an army of occupation to counteract the oonse­
quences; whereas the abject and complete submission of the enemy, the 
sinr,erity of which I have no cause to doubt, and the forced payment 
of the penalty which had been accompliRhed and admitted, were all the 
solid advantages I could ever hope to gain. 

Under these· circumstances, I thought it my duty to accept the chief's 
submission, without further prosecution of the war. 

The troops will all have returned to the respective stations which 
they occupied previously to the recent expedition by the end of next 
week. 

The Orange River territory is at peace, as well as the whole extent 
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of hontier, four hundred miles of which I have traversed on my 
return. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

.Despatch from GoverMr the Hon. G. Cathcart to ths Right Hon. ths 
Secretary of State fo-r the Colonies. 

Graham's Town, 13th January, 1853. 
SIR,-ln addition t-0 my two other Despatches of this date, marked 

4e and 4 7, I must trouble you again with this, on the affairs of the 
Orange River Sovereignty, which I make separate to avoid compli­
cation. 

I have now to acquaint you with certain facts which I have ascer­
tained as far as in my power, which materially alter tho circumstances 
of that part of Her Majesty's newly-acquired South African possessions. 

I find that the words chiefs, aborigines, and tribes are often used 
without due discrimination, and territories have been marked on maps 
presented to Parliament describing territorial possessions which convey 
impressions liable to lead to erroneous conclusions. 

The fact is, the only two real territorial chiefs within Her Majesty's 
Sovereignty are Sikonyela, chief of the Mantatis, and Moshesh, chief 
of the Basutos; the one hereditary, devoted, and loyal, but of minor 
influence; the other, long established, and in possession by right of 
conquest rather than hereditary claim of an extensive and rich 
country, densely populated, of which he is paramount chief. 

Of the others, Moroko and Carolus Baatje, nominal chiefs of the 
Barolongs and Bastards, are in fact little better than men of straw, 
set up by the Wesleyan missionaries to represent territorial posses­
sions held by that sect. 

It appears that a Mr. Archbell, a Wesleyan missionary resident 
beyond the Vaal River, about the year 1836 acquired the settlement 
of Thaba Nchu aad Platberg by a grant of a lease from Moshesh, 
at first in his own name or that of his Society, but subsequently, 
having brought an offset hom some remote Kaffir tribe under a 
petty chief of the name of Moroko, he obtained a renewed title, in 
his name, reserving certain covenants, as, for instance, non-alienation 
without consent, but at no time did he possess above 300 fighting 
men, and now could not bring into the field half that number. 

Carolus Baatje, a refugee Hottentot, was under similar circum. 
stances brought from beyond the V aal, and located at the present 
Platberg, in the capacity of commander for the Wesleyan garrison at 
that station. He ha& not now above 100 followers; and having 
quarrelled with Moshesh, at the instigation of the Resident and 
missionaries, has been unable to return to Plat berg, where he formerly 
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lived in peace with his band, and is now residing with his followers 
on an unoccupied farm of an English land speculator near Bloem­
fontein. 

This adventurer, I have reason to believe. at no very remote period 
has been supplied with ammunition, and instigated, on motives of 
mistaken policy, by the late Resident, to keep up a vexatious and 
petty warfare with the Basutos. 

Based on this obedience to the British Resident, and in hostile 
opposition to Moshesh, aud their consequent loss by retaliation, these 
captains or petty chieftains founded a claim for compensation, as did 
also certain loyal burghers or border farmers, which claims were 
recognized by my predecessor. 

Having duly considered these claims, and the pretensions of the 
claimants, with Moroko and Carolus Baatje, and estimating their 
demands I believe at their just value, I gave to Moroko 1,000 head of 
cattle, and authorized a payment to him out of the funds of the 
Sovereignty of a yearly stipend of £50, and I sent him home 
seemingly satisfied with his award, commanding him to remain 
neuter in any war that might occur between Her Majesty's troops and 
Moshesh, in order that no fresh claims might be engendered. 

To Carolus Baatje I made a similar award of 250 head of cattle, 
and in case he should prefer to exchange his location for one more 
removed from the Basuto territory, which I thought desirable, I 
authorized the grant of unoccupied land within the territory, which 
might suit him better, and the payment of £50 per annum until he 
should be located in it. With this arrangement ho appeared to be 
personally satisfied, and accepted the cattle, but required to e.onsult 
his people, and was dismissed, with the same injunctions as Moroko to 
remain neuter in the present contest. 

Gert Taaibosch was dismissed with similar injtmctions, and with 250 
head of cattle. The circumstances of this captain are somewhat 
different from those of the two above named, and although he appears 
as the representative of the Korannas, his people, of Hottentot origin 
and recent intrusion, are not in occupation of the territory marked on 
the map, and one half, under Gert Lynx, who come and go between 
the Vaal and the Caledon, are decidedly hostile, and I have reason to 
believe were associated with the troops of Moshesh. 

With regard to Sikonyela, I enclose his letter to me, and my 
answer. He has ever been decidedly loyal, and though powerful, is 
scarcely able to resist the paramount influence of the Chief Moshcsh, 
to whom the minor chief, Molitsane, is a devoted ally; but although 
I have it not officially, I have every reason to believe that recently an 
amicable relation has been restored between those two principal 
aboriginal powers. 
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It is a satisfaction to me to believe, that whilst among these 
native tribes in the Orange River Territory a good understanding and 
peaceful relations have been rei,,tored to a degree which has not existed 
for many years, all claims upon the British Government have been 
sufficiently compensated, and all wrongs redressed; and, unlass wilful 
aggressions should take place on the part of the colonists of European 
origin, a degree of security and peace may resitlt from recent events 
which has not been experienced since the assumption of the 
sovereignty. 

I have recently received an official notification of the death of the 
Chief Waterboer, who resided beyond the Vaal, but with whom the 
British Government was in diplomatic relation since the time of Sir 
B. D'Urban, and who has been a useful ally on that remote frontier, 
as chief of some renegade Hottentot community, of con~iderahle 
numbers and peaceable habits, and there is reason to believe that his 
son will prove equally faithful. 

With regard to Adam Kok, concerning whose tribe or petty nation 
the same description will apply, at least as to their origin, there are, 
as you are aware, some nice questions as t-0 land tenure, &c., partly 
guaranteed by treaty, and partly interfered with by arrangements 
incidental to the establishment of the sovereignty. 

I had contemplated leaving my two Assistant Commissioners at 
Smithfield, with a view to the adjustment of questions of this kind, as 
well as of those relating to boundaries, where it is alleged that the 
principle of leaving the white man where he was found, and the 
black man where he was found, had been most unjustly and incon­
veniently "disregarded, in tracing the lines which appear on the map ; 
but on nearer inspection and further consideration I arrived at the 
conclusion that it would be most dangerous to meddle with a 
defective and ill-cemented edifice until I should have a knowledge 
of the foundation upon which its reconstruction should be founded. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CATHCART, Governor. 

Extract, from a Published Letter of Sir George Cathcart. 
Grahamstown, 13th January, 1853. 

You will perceive that I was somewhat left in the lurch by the 
commanders of my two other columns, who went wild after cattle, 
instead of joining me in the plain of Thaba Bosigo by midday, as they 
were ordered; for one was ordered to march across by a bridle-road, 
only clearing the head of the basaltic ridge, six hundred feet high, which 
encircles the table mountain of the Berea, and preventing molestation 
to my column, which moved along its base with the guns ; and as to 
the cattle driving, it waa only intended on this day that so much as came 
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in his way should be driven down to the appointed place of meeting ; 
but Colonel Eyre lost the whole day in driving 30,000 head of cattle 
about, and fighting for them, and joined me too late for anything more. 
As to Colonel Napier, he was ordered not to go up the mountain at all, 
but be conducted by his guide round the east side, and join me. The 
use of his movement was partly reconnaissance, and then to come round 
and meet us in the plain, when we should have enveloped all that had 
been driven off the hill, and this in sight of the chief's dwelling; but 
Napier never came at all. 

They are both fine fellows, and therefore I say nothing about this in 
my despatch ; but soldiers will easily see that the fault is not mine that 
we did not make a better job of it. It was madness for Napier to take 
his cavalry up a mountain five or six hundred feet high, faced like 
Salisbury Craig all round a table surface of some three or four square 
miles, and up which there are not above two or three passes practicable 
for horses. They seem to have run wild after cattle ; and the Lancers, 
who were rear-guard, got into 11 mess by trying to get down the 
mountain side by a watercourse, which they took for a path, whilst the 
Baeutos got down the right path before them, and met them in a fix. 

E:ctracta from a Publi$hed Letter of Sir George Catlu:art. 
Grahamstown, 13th January, 1853. 

As to our fight with Moshesh, he was most severely punished ; but 
both my commanders of columns ran wild after cattle, and did not act 
according to orders ; so that I was left to fight the greater part of the 
Basuto army almost alone during half the day; and the cavalry having, 
contrary to orders, gone up into the mountain, although they captured 
4,000 head of cattle, seemed to have got into a mess, particularly the 
12th Lancers, who are too heavy and unwieldly for such pranks. If 
Colonel Eyre and Colonel Napier had done what they were bid, they 
would have met 'me about noon, and we should have smitten the 
Philistines more severely ; but, perhaps it is better as it is ; for, had 
the Basutos been driven to desperation by loss of lives and cattle, the 
end would have been war instead of peace, as soon as I should return 
with the army and leave the country unprotected. 

The description of Moshesh himself you will find in a book called 
..4. Tour in South Africa, by J. J. Freeman. He is really an enlightened 
and, I believe, a good man. His country is thickly peopled and 
thriving. His people grow almost all the corn that is used in the 
Sovereignty, where the burghers only rear cattle, which they exchange 
for his grain. The country is very curious through which we passed. 
Along the right bank of the Caledon, the country may be described as 
one vast plain, undulating in occasional small hills perhaps, but still a 
ust plain. Out of this, however, at from one to four miles1 distance 
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from each other, up start the most extraordinary and gigantic 
mountains, with perpendicular rocky sides ; some pointed, and some 
with tableland on the top, and broken into the most fantastic shapes ; 
here aniJ there a continuous ridge of these, but, generally, they stand 
by themselves. 

There is not a particle of wood, or a single tree of any sort, in this 
whole country, except a few willows in the bed of the river; and 
water, except in the Caledon, is very scarce. 

There was not an inhabitant of any sort in 101 miles of this country 
which we traversed; for Moshesh's people live on the other side of the 
river Caledon, where the country rises to the Blue Mountains ; and it 
is in the fertile valleys of that district that the Basuto cultivation is 
carried on ; for there are springs and watercourses there, and frequent 
rains and thunderstorms ; and they know how to lead on the water for 
irrigation. 

Letter from tk High Commissioner to the British Resident. 

Graham's Town, 18th January, 1853. 
S1R,-I have received the enclosed letter bearing the mark of the 

leader of the Bastards formerly resident at Platberg, Carolus Baatje, 
in the handwriting of and countersigned by his agent, who signs 
himself C. U. Stuart. 

I have to request you to take an early opportunity of seeing the 
said Carolus Baatje, and to explain to him that when I made the offer 
to him of land elsewhere within the Sovereignty equal in value to 
Platberg, and £50 per annum till this could be arranged, besides 250 
head of cattle, I did so because it appeared to me that under the 
circumstances of continued vexatious petty warfare which had existed 
between his people and the Basutos, I then doubted the possibility of 
a reconciliation such as would again render Platberg a safe or pleasant 
place for him or his people. 

I have however reason to believe that the Chief Moshesh and his 
people do not now bear that degree of animosity towards Carolus 
Baatje and his followers that would interfere with a reconciliation, 
and I am of opinion that the best thing for him would be to renew 
amicable relations with Moshesh and return to peaceful habits. 

In this possibly the Revd. Mr. Giddy might assist, as I have reason 
to believe the affairs of the Wesleyan Missions and those of Carolus 
Baatje in respect to the Platberg property are intimately connected. 

But before I can authorize you directly to interfere on behalf of 
Government, it is absolutely necessary that the original title granted 
by Moshesh to the Platberg country, which Carolus Baatje admitted t.o 
me was extant, but which he failed t.o produce, should be 111bmitted 
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for your inspection, and a certified copy forwarded to me by you for 
my information and consideration. It would also be desirable that I 
should be furni~hed if possible with a copy of the original grant 
made by Moshesh to the Wesleyan Missionaries. 

AiJ to the reference in the enclosed documents to former policy and 
losses said to have resulted from loyal obedience to the orders of the 
late Resident, I am responsible to Her Majesty only for my own acts 
and policy, and I purposely forbade any participation either by 
Burghers or Native Allies of any description in the recent conte11t, in 
order that in H. M. name I might do justice and inflict a merited 
penalty and retribution for wrongs, without increasing or perpetuating 
animosities between neighbours, or allowing any new claims to be 
engendered founded on alleged sufferings for loyalty. 

Peace having been most happily restored as I think with equal 
justice to all parties, I recommend all to keep it, and enjoy the 
benefits of trading, intercourse, good understanding. and security of 
property, which has too long been interrupted by fretful hostilities. I 
have, &c. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART, 

Letter from Jan Letelle to Fieldcornet Olivier. 
Elandsberg, 19th January, 1853. 

SIR,-By this opportunity I inform you that I wish to know how it 
is with the case of the two men of mine who were murdered. I spoke 
to you of those two men, whom you promised should come, and you 
have not come. I wish to know the reason why you did not come to 
make out this case. Write me now an answer to this lotter with the 
bearer of the letter. Let me know if you please Sir. 

ldark X of the Chief Captain JAN LET11LLE. 

Latter from tll4 Civil Commiaaioner of Winhurg to the British Resident. 
Public Office, Winburg, 24th January, 1853. 

Sm,-1 hasten to make you acquainted with a circumstance which 
has thrown the inhabitants into a state of alarm. 

On the 7th instant I addressed a letter to the Revd. Mr. Daumas, 
from which the following is an extract :-

" The Magistrate desires to take this opportunity of informing the 
Chief (Molitsane) through Mr. Daumas, that the Fieldcornets on the 
Boundary line will not allow any "armed" Native to cross the line, 
if they know it, either with or without a pass. 

All Natives coming into Winburg District should present their paBB 

to a Fieldcornet ; the nearest to Molitsane's residence on the road to 
Winburg is Mr. Hendrik Gildenhuys, at the next farm to Prinslo's. 
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Accordingly two Native subjects of Moshesh crossed the lino unarmed 
on the 21st, shewed their pass, and obtained a fresh one from the 
Magistrate to proceed towards lower Vette River, but yesterday morning 
about an hour before church time, and whilst the people were assem­
bling for service, a party of 21 mounted Kaffirs entered the village, 
armed with guns, assagais, and hatchets, headed by Molitsane's sons, 
Morakabi and Kolloy, marched past the Magistrate's house without 
ltopping, drew up, dismounted in front of Mr. Schnehage's house, 
when two or three of the principal men stayed within doors upwards 
of an hour, the rest standing outside, with their weapons in hand, then 
off-saddled across the Spruit for two or three hours, and took their 
departure in the direction of lower Vette River. 

The language and demeanour of the Kaffirs outside to the bystand­
ers, as reported to me, was of a most audacious and menacing nature, 
so much so as to cause general alarm throughout the village and its 
neighbourhood, this morning the farmers are coming in armed, and it 
is at their earnest request that I write this despatch, to acquaint you of 
the circumstances. 

The people regard this as an act of defiance on the part of the 
Kaffirs, and occurring so shortly after the engagement between Her 
Majesty's Troops, and the Tribes of Molitsane and Moshesh, are 
justly alarmed for the safety of life and property, and it is proposed to 
call a meeting of the Commandant and Fieldcornets to-morrow, to 
consult on the best measures to be adopted in compliance with the 
commands of His Excellency, in the last paragraph of his Proclamation 
of 23rd December. 

Such a step is thought the more necessary, seeing that these are the 
identical band of robbers who infested the country for months and 
were the scourge of the District during the latter part of the year 
1851. They now make a boast of what they have done, deny all 
participation in the peace _which has been made, and assert that the 
Country we inhabit is theirs. 

I have the honour to request that you will send to this Magistracy a 
sufficient supply of gunpowder for the wants of the inhabitants, who 
are daily and hourly applying to me for it in vain, whilst the Kaflirs 
yesterday boasted they had plenty. 

I have not had an ounce in store for 14 days past. 
I enclose a l~port this moment received from Fieldcornet Erasmus, 

stating that a murder was perpetrated last night by Korannas upon 
some Kaffir or Kaflirs at the place of Adriaan Nieman, near Vette 
River, and I leave immediately to enquire into the circumstances. I 
have &c., 

(Signed) T. J. BIDDULPH. 
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Letter from ths British Resident to chc Chief Hoslte/Jlt. 
Residency, 25th January, 1853. 

CHIEF MosHEsn,-1 enclose herewith copy of a letter signed Jan 
Letelle, which has been handed to Fieldcornet Olivier, in the Koes­
bergen, by two messengers, a Hottentot and a Mosuto. 

The subject of the letter you will observe relates to two of your 
people, who were shot by a Burgher patrol in the year 1851, shortly 
after four Boers had been killed by the former. 

As it is the desire of Her Majesty's Government, as well as your 
own, that tile past should be forgotten, I request that you will be so 
good as to compel Jan Letelle, who signs himself Chief Captain, to 
desist from such annoyances for the future. I am your friend, 

(Signed) H:&.-vRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Comment of the Eigh Commissioner upon ths above letter. 
I cannot see that, peace being restored, there is an)ihing wrong in 

Jan Letelle's asking to know what has become of a legal process duly 
instituted by him. I think the Resident should have entered into a· 
temperate investigation before writing to Moshesh in the tone he has 
done. H. M. Government must do equal justice, and the Resident 
must not espouse the cause of the Burghers through right and wrong. 

(lnitialed) G. C. 

Letter from the British Resident to the High Commissioner. 
Residency, 25th January, 1853. 

Srn,-1 have the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of Your 
Excellency's Despatch, dated 18th instant, covering original letter 
from C. U. Stuart, signing himself agent for Carolus Baatje, leader of 
the Platberg Bastards; and requesting me to tako an early oppor­
tunity of acquainting the said Carolus Baatje with the sentiments 
expressed by Your Excellency on his claim, and desiring that the 
original titles to the Platberg land, granted by the Chief Moshesh to 
Carolus Baatje and the ,vesleyan Missionaries be submitted to my 
inspection, and that I forward certified copies thereof, for Your 
Excellency's consideration. 

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency in reply, that I have 
sent for Carolus Baatje, who has gone to Platberg, without his 
followers, for the purpose of having an interview with the Revd. Mr. 
Giddy; and requested them both to wait on me at Bloemfontein with 
the required documents (if Mr. Giddy can do so without inconvenience), 
and upon their arrival I shall not fail to carry out Your Excellency's 
further instructions. I have, &c., 

(Signed) IIENBv GREEN, British Resident. 
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Letur from the High CommisaioMr to the British R88ident. 
Graham's Town, 25th January, 1853. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to· acknowledge the receipt of your schedule 
No. 13, in which you enclose a copy of a letter from the petty chief 
Moroko and acquaint me with your reply. You inform me that on 
second thoughts he declined the annual allowance of £50, but it 
appears he has retained the 1,000 head of cattle given him in 
compensation for his alleged losses, for which he claimed compensation 
on account of past loyal services. 

I must request you in cases of this nature, which are of more than 
common matters of routine, to write separate Despatches confined to 
the exclusive subject, for although the schedule is most convenient for 
matters of routine, there are matters of business which require 
separate Despatches with a view to reference or transmission to the 
Home Government. 

In respect to this matter I have to request you to communicate 
distinctly to Moroko,-(no doubt he has able agents who can translate 
and explain),-as follows:-

1. That I weni; to the Sovereignty to enquire into grievances which 
had been reported from time to time, and learn the real truth ; to do 
justice and to punish the guilty; but that I cannot on behalf of Govern­
ment undertake to give to every one who tells me he has lost his cattle 
or horses the value of his lost or stolen property. Such is not the 
custom in law, for not only is it impracticable, but would if practised 
be an encouragement to negligence and even to dishonesty. 

2. That having learnt the truth as regards his past loyal services, I 
judged that 1,000 head of cattle and £50 per annum was full com­
pensation for his former claims on Government. 

3. That in order to avoid the setting up of any future similar 
claims I did not allow either himself or hie 200 followers to take any 
part in the hostilities I felt bound to have recourse to towards the 
Chief Moshesh on this last occasion, but on the contrary I enjoined 
him to renew amicable relations with that Chief, and that therefore I 
consider all claims on that score now cancelled, and no new ones can 
be admitted. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

Letter from the British Resident to the Civ£l Commisaion8r of W,',ihurg. 

Residency, 26th January, 1853. 
Sra,-1 have received your letter of the 24th instant. 
The Regulations with regard to armed Natives coming into your 

district, which you communicated to the Revd. Mr. Daumas, should 
have emanated from higher authority than yours; in taking upon 
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yourself the responsibility of establishing them, you should at least 
have ascertained that you had the power of carrying them out; this 
it appears you have not, and the consequence has been the insult to 
your authority which you relate. 

Armed Natives have hitherto been permitted to enter the different 
districts of the Territory on their own erro.nds, without questioning 
and without molestation, and a change of such importance to their 
interests, however desirable, should not have been attempted without 
due notice to them, after the most serious consideration of the means 
at our disposal to enforce it, and with the direct sanction of His 
Excellency the High Commissioner. 

I have called upon the Chief Molitsane to forbid his people crossing 
the line in armed bodies, and to rebuke his sons for their late beha­
viour in the town of Winburg. 

I await your investigation of the murder reported at Adriaan 
Nieman's, with anxiety. 

A supply of gunpowder will be sent as soon as conveyance can be 
obtained. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Hx.--ray GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Resident to the Chief .Molitsane. 

Residency, 26th January, 1853. 
CHIEF MoLITSANE,-1 have received a report from the Magistrate 

of Winburg that your people are entering his District in large parties 
armed, to the great annoyance of the inhabitants, and in particular, 
that your sons Morakabi and Kolloy, with a considerable number of 
armed followers visited the town of Winburg on Sunday last, and 
remained there for some time without repo~ing themselves to him. 

I therefore request that you will prevent the recurrence of such 
events, as they will disturb the peace so lately established by His 
Excellency the Governor. 

Hoping to receive a speedy answer to this, I remain your friend, 
(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Resident to the High Commissiorwr. 
Residency, 27th January, 1853. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to hand Your Excellency hArewith copy of 
a letter which I received yesterday from Mr. Biddulph, the Civil 
Commissioner of Winburg, reporting the insecurity felt by the 
Farmers in consequence of armed bodies of Natives traversing the 
District without any other ostensible reason than that of exciting 
alarm. 

Mr. Biddulph reports a particular instance of this which occurred 
on Sunday the 23rd instant, when two (Jf Molitsane's sons entered the 
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village of Winburg with a number of armed followers without 
reporting themselves to the Magistrate; and their manner during a 
stay of two or three hours is stated by Mr. Biddulph to have been 
"audacious and menacing." 

Your Excellency will observe in my reply to Mr. Biddulph's letter, 
copy of which I forward, that I look upon this visit as the consequence 
of an ill-advised regulation with regard to armed Natives crossing the 
line between the Farmers and Molitsane's people, which Mr. Biddulph 
thought proper to establish upon his own responsibility, and attempt 
to put in force, and which was not communicated to the Chief in 
a formal manner, but in a letter written to his Missionary, the 
Revd. Mr. Daumas. 

It is very desirable that armed Natives should not be allowed to 
enter that part of the Territory in the sole occupancy of the white 
man, but I think Your Excellency will agree with me that had such a 
change in our relations with the Natives been determined upon, a 
more inopportune moment than that selected by Mr. Biddulph could 
not well have been hit upon, inasmuch as the excitement caused 
among the Natives by the late military operations had not subsided. 

Allowing the Natives howeTer every excuse for the want of formality 
in Mr. Biddulph's proceedings, their sudden and palpable defiance to 
his authority evinces a state of feeling towards the Government which 
must not be disregarded, and cannot be too carefully watched. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from t"6 Civil Commissioner of Winhurg to t"6 British Resident. 
Public Office, Winburg, 28th January, 1853. 

Srn,-On enquiry I found the reported murder was a false alarm 
occasioned by the party of Kaffirs alluded to in my letter arriving near 
to the homestead of Adriaan Nieman at a late hour in the night, 
and firing several shots close to the huts inhabited by the Kaffir 
servants, who took alarm and fled to the dwelling house, stating to 
Mrs. Nieman, whose huaband was absent, that the people were 
murdered, and she being too much frightened to make enquiry into 
the truth of it, at once sent a report to the Fieldcornet. 

On Tuesday the 25th four Kaffirs who stated that they belonged 
to Sikonyela came to the farm of Mr. Naude, situate about an hour 
and a quarter from Winburg, one of the Kaffirs (armed with assagais) 
appeared to have a letter and asked the road to Winburg, which 
was shewn him, and he went off (but never arrived) leaving the 3 
Kaffirs in charge of the horses, who must have soon decamped, for 
the hones got into Mr. N aude's field, doing considerable damage to the 
crops, and he could nowhere find the Kaffirs who had brought them. 
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Next day, the 26th, he sent them to the pound, and no one has yet 
come to release them. 

It is generally supposed they have been stolen from Molitsane. 
There are 35, two or three appear to have been wounded with 

ball. I mention the circumstance because probably some of the 
Boers may claim them as having been stolen from them, one or two 
are recognized as Boers' property, and one has the brandmark of Mr. 
Schreiner. 

Should they have been stolen by Sikonyela's people it will cause 
disturbance between him and Molitsane, not that we have anything 
to do with their quarrels, but a less matter than this brought the 
country into disorder in the year 1851, and just now Gert Taaibosch 
is in the village with his people on their way to Sikonyela, for what 
purpose does not appear, but I apprehend with an intention of 
resuming the occupancy of his country. 

He seems peaceably disposed. The party of Molitsane's people 
alluded to in my letter of the 24th have not yet returned to their 
country, but are still roving about the neighbourhood. of Vette River. 

I believe the Commandant has written to the Chief Molitsane on the 
subject, at least such was the wish of the Fieldcomets and Inhabitants 
who met in this office on Tuesday last. I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. J. BIDDULPH, Civil Commissioner. 

Letter from tlie Chief Moshesh to the British Resfrl,mt. 
Thaba Bosigo, 29th January, 1853. 

Srn,-Your letter of the 26th I have just received, I shall attend to 
your words at once. 

Mr. Olivier need not to be afraid of Jan Letelle, who has no right 
to demand his people, who were killed having Boers' property in their 
possession. I shall like the Farmers of Caledon District to be told 
that they have nothing to fear. 

I beg to inform you that the country over the Caledon, towards 
Mekuatling is in great trouble, the Korannas of Gert Taaibosch being 
seen moving about in large numbers armed, and it is feared with 
bad intentions; I trust His Excellency has told these people, who were 
with him at Platberg, that there was peace; I shall be very sorry if 
that peace is broken by his allies. I remain, &c., 

For MosHEsH, Chief of the Basutos, 
(Signed) NEHEMIAH MosrrEsrr. 

Letter from the British Resident to the H19h Commissioner. 
Residency, 2nd February, 1853. 

Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's Despatch of the 25th ultimo, upon the suhject of the 
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daim of the Petty Chief Moroko, who 11hall be immediately made 
acquainted with its contents as desired. 

I shall not fail to comply with Your Excellency's instructions to 
frame i;eparate Despatehes in communicating with Your Excellency 
upon each suhject. I have in fact done so in my last week's report. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, Br.itish Resident. 
• 

Letter from tl,e Cil'il Commissioiu:r of Wi11b11r9 to the British Rcsidmt. 
Public Office, Winburg, 2nd February, 1853. 

Sm,-Of the 35 horses sent to the Pound on the 26th January, 
1 was claimed and released by Mr. Hermanns Wessels, Junr., 31 
were delivered to Molitsane's messenger, 3 were retained by the 
Poundmaster to cover damages and fees, which on the 29th amounted 
to the sum of £6 l ls. 6d. A memorandum detailing all the circum­
stances of this supposed robbery was sent by me to the Revd. Mr. 
Daumas. 

The messenger who came stated that he was in search of 51 horses 
supposed to have been stolen from Molitsane by Fingos. I have, 
&c., 

(Signed) T. J. BIDDULPH, Civil Commissioner. 

Letter fr<,111 the British Resident to t.~e Chief Jfoshesh. 
Residency, 3rd February, 1853. 

CHn:F MosnEsn,-I have received your letter dated 29th January, 
and am obliged by your readiness in complying with my request 
regarding Jan Letelle. 

Her Majesty's Government do not regard one Native tribe within 
the Sovereignty as allies more than another, you yourself Moihesh, 
now that peace has been made, are as much an ally of the Queen of 
England as Gert Taaibosch, with this difference that you are a great 
Chief and he is a petty one. 

You allude to the presence of the Koranna Chief at Platberg during 
the late visit of His Excellency the Governor. It is true he was there, 
but for what purpose ? \Vhy for the same that brought Moroko and 
Carolus Baatje, and would have brought Sikonyela, had he not been 
afraid to venture through Molitsano's country,-to tender his services 
in the field against you, which was natural enough, considering the 
animosities which haTe been raging through the land for years past. 

His Excellency the Governor, however, having resolved that the 
policy of the Government of the Sovereignty should no longer be 
that of supporting one tribe against another, would not accept the 
tender of their services, bl~t desired them to depart in 1mnce, as he bad 
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resolved that the Government should no longer be the means of 
perpetrating hostilities between the Native Tribes, and for this reason 
he would make use of H.M.'s troops alone in settling matters with 
you. 

I shall address a letter of remonstrance to Gert Taaibosch, but should 
he in the mean time use violence towards Moliteane's people or 
yours, you must repel him with force. 

In addition to writing to Gert Taaibosch, I shall direct the Magis­
trate to have a personal interview with him and urge him to the same 
effect, and likewise to direct his Fieldcornets to prevent as far as 
practicable the Korannas passing in armed bodies through his District. 
I am your Friend, 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Residmt to Gert Taaiboach. 
Residency, 3rd February, 1853. 

CHIEF GERT TAArnoscu,-Reports have reached me that you have 
lately come from the Vaal River with a number of armed men, for the 
purpose of disturbing the pence at present prevailing in the Sovereignty 
by making forays upon the people of Molitsane and Moshesh. I 
warn you to hesitate before exciting further enmity upon the part of 
those Chiefs, and destroying the friendly feeling heretofore evinced 
towards you by Her Majesty's Government. 

If you attend to this warning I will continue Your Friend. 
(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Lefter from the British Resident to the High Commissioner. 

Residency, 3rd February, 1853. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to enclose for Your Excellency's considera­

tion copy of a letter received from the Chief Moshesh, with my reply' 
thereto. Your Excellency will perceive that the Chief has undertaken 
to prevent a recurrence of the annoyance and anxiety lately ex­
perienced in Fieldcornet Olivier's Ward in the Caledon River District 
by Jan Letelle's threatening letter. 

The Chief likewise brings to my notice a threatened invasion of 
Molitsane's country by the Koranna Chief Gert Taaibosch, who, I 
have learned from other sources, has recruited a large force among 
his own and other Tribes, on the Vaal River, and has lately 
effected a junction with the Chief Sikonyela witb the view of aiding 
the latter in a war of reprisals against Moshesh and Molitsane, who 
carried off nearly the whole of his people's cattle Inst year. 

I enclose copy of a c•JllllllUnication to Gort Taaibosch. 
T shall exercise no further interference in this threatened tribal war 
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than that expressed in my letters to Moshesh and Gert Taaibosch until 
I receive instructions from Your Excellency. I have, &c, 

(Signed) . HENRY GnEE.'f, British Resident. 

Letter from the Rev. E. Ca~alis to tlw Briti~h Resident. 
Thaba Bosigo, 3rd February, 1853. 

SIR,-You transmitted to me some time ago a copy of a letter 
directed to you by the Governor, and dated Fort Beaufort, September 
2nd, 1852, which letter contained some severe strictures on papers 
" which it is manifest are the productions of certain Missionaries and 
"prof89s to convey the sentiment of Native Chiefs." 

His Excellency, in expressing his opinion on such productions, de­
clares he " can only consider them in the light of political frauds, and 
requests you to make known to those gentlemen who so gratuitously 
assume a political agency that it cannot be tolerated in H. M.'s 
Sovereignty, and if persevered in, stringent measures will be adopted 
to put a stop to it. 

You forwarded the copy of the said letter in your official capacity, 
and desired me not only to peruse it, but to communicate it to my fellow 
labourers. 

I made no reply at the time I received it, the affairs of the country 
being then in too critical a position to permit me bringing before your 
notice a personal question. 

His Excellency has since uttered in private conversation some words 
-destined to soothe the feelings which he knew must have been created 
in our hearts, if we have any claim to the name, I shall not say of 
Christian Ministers, but simply of honest men. 

I have felt thankful for this mark of attention and regard on the 
part of the Honourable G. Cathcart, and I believe that in penning the 
said letter he was actuated by no feelings injurious to my character or 
that of my brethren. 

I cannot however disguise from myself, that the copy of the said 
letter having been sent to me without any explanation or comment, 
and it being well known that on account of my residing near the 
Chief Moshesh I have on many occasions written to Government on 
behalf of that Chief, I come under the full weight of the remarks 
made by the Governor on that kind of interference, and thus stand 
judged and condemned by an official document still in existence, and 
which some circumstances may for all I know_ bring one day to 
light. 

I feel it therefore a duty solemnly to declare that the said strictures 
are not applicable to my brethren or myself in the slightest degree. I 
may at any time produce evidence to prove that if I have on many 
occasions done some of the work which generally falls on political 
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agents (when Governments are sufficiently wise to appoint such agents 
in time) it has been at the request of such men as Sir Porogrine Mait­
land, Sir Harry Smith, and Major Warden, and at the earnest solicita­
tion of a chief and a tribe whom my brethren and I have been the 
means of bringing in contact with the Colony, and whose interests and 
very lives were in jeopardy for want of a person who could read and 
answer the letters they received from Government and state their case 
in plain English. 

I have long since requested Government to place an agent near 
Moshesh. I hoped to be thereby relieved of the most ungrateful task. 
one which I knew laid me open to obloquy, on the part of black and 
white, in fact the task which I deem the greatest trial I have met with 
in my Missionary career. 

I hoped also that an official observer would opim the eyes of Govern­
ment in time to the importance of their relntions with tlie Basuto trihe, 
a fact which I would fain have brought to light in the interest of the 
white population itself, but which I could not succeed in establishing 
because I was suspected ( on account of my position) of wishing to make 
Moshesh a great man. 

Thus investigations have been postponed, affnirs having been mis­
understood or neglected have become more and more entangled, and 
we have lately witnessed the calamity which of all I dreaded the most, 
viz., the Basutos drawn out in warlike array agninst British troops. 

In all the communications I have penned in the name of the Chief 
lfoshesh, I have made it a rule strictly to acUwre to what he 
wished to express. 

In stating this, I feel I only havo the witness of my conscience, but 
I trust such a testimony will be denmod sntisfnctory so long as proofs 
to the contrary have not been produced. I remain, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

(Signl"d) E. CASAUS, V.D.M. 

Stafemmt of tl1e Rev. H. Jfor>re D,uke. 

I declare that certain docun:ents addressed to the Britisl1 Authorities 
in South Africa in my handwriting. and bearing the signnture of the 
Chief Moshesh, do contain such sentiments as tho said Chief desired to 
convey to the British Government .• 

Further that I had received a positive request from His Excellency 
Sir Harry Smith to write. 

(Signed) H. MooRE DYKE, V.D.M. 

Lttw from tk British Resident to th~ Cfril Commim'nner of Wi11lmrg. 

Residency, 3rd February, 1853. 
Srn.-In a letter which I have ju~t received from the RE>vd. 

Mr. Daumas, the Resident Missionary with the Bataung Chief 
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Molitsane, so many instancei! of impolicy and impropriety are alleged 
against your conduct and bearing towards the sons and people of that 
Chief, that I find it incumbent upon me to bring them to the notice of 
the High Commissioner. 

In order that His Excellency may receive your explanations together 
with Mr. Daumas' statements, I enclose the latter herewith written 
upon half margin and request that you may attach your replies and 
return them immediately. I have, &c., 

(Signed) HExRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from tlie British Resident to the Civil Commissioner of 
Wi11b11rg. 

Residency, 3rd February, 1853. 
Srn,-I understand that Gert Taaibosch's people and other Korannas 

in nnned bodies are passing through your District with nu intention of 
disturbing the peace of the country, by making marauding excursions 
upon the Bataungs. 

I have received no information from you on the subj oct, which if 
the report be true, requires explanation. 

I enclose a letter for Gert Taaibosch, which I request you will per­
sonally deliver, and at the same time exert whatever influence you 
possess in dissuading him from commencing hostilities, which cannot 
be countenanced by the Government, and will assuredly result in his 
destruction. 

You must (if you ascertain that his intentions are undoubtedly 
hostile) warn the Fieldcornets in your District, to allow his people no 
refuge in it, as they will doubtless endeavour to retreat among the 
formers, with whatever ;booty they may acquire, and thus induce a 
collision between the white inhabitants and the Bataungs. 

I can give you no further instructions at present, lrnt hope that 
should any new features have arisen in the case, rendering these in­
applicable, you will qualify them, with such prudence as will secure 
the continuance of peace. I have, &c., 

(Signed) IlEXRY GREE.~, British Resident. 

Letter from the Cfril Cu111111issiuner uf Calt'du1i Rfrer to the Rev. S. 
Rall,rud. 

MY DEAR Srn,-Permit me to thank you for the trouble you have 
taken in forwarding by your own messenger a horse which the Chief 
Letsie had found straying in his country and supposing the samo to 
belong to the troops, had sent the animal to you, in order that you 
might cause it to be delivered to me, with the view of its being restored 
to Government or to the owner. 

May I request of you to do me the favour to convey to the Chief 
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Letsie my acknowledgment on behalf of the Government of the cour­
tesy and good faith he has thus evinced towards Iler Majesty's 
Government, and which I trust may tend to cement more firmly the 
amicable arrangements so recently concluded between Her Majesty's 
Government and the Chief Moshesh. I remain, my dear Sir, yours 
faithfully, 

(Signed) T. W. VowE. 

Extract from a Letter dated 1lid.:uat1i11,q, 29tl1 Jan1111r_11. l 8.j3. to .IImry 
Green, Esquire, Britisli R1?,sident, Bloe111fo11frin, /1·0111 tl1e 

R,n·d. Mr. D11u111as. 

I regret the chief is absent, he 
informed me lately that he was 
going on a visit to Letsie, in con­
sequence of that I have without 
loss of time translated your com­
munication to Moiketsi, who is 
acting in the place of his uncle 
during his absence. 

The young chief has felt very 
sorry to hear of the conduct of 
Morakabi and his servant Koba, 
which conduct he entirely dis­
approved saying that they will bo 
severely reprimanded when the 
chief comes home. 

llr. Birldu1ph's r,plics. 
The intimation sent by the 

Magistrate to the chief on the 7th 
January requesting that no natives 
should come into the District with 
arms did not emanate from Mr. 
Biddulph but from the Field 
Cornets as a precautionary step 
arising out of the Governor's 
proclamation commanding the 
organization of the Burghers for 
the purposes of self defence and 
security of Property. The words 
used by Mr. Biddulph were "The 
" Fieldcornets on the boundary 
" line will not allow any armed 
"Native to cross the Line, if they 
"know it. either with or without 
" a pass, &c," and this intimation 
was in the hands of the Revd. 
Mr. Daumas 10 or 12 days before 
the armed party came to Winburg 
on Sunday the 23rd January. 

Moshesh paid attention to this 
intimation and two of his subjects 
(unarmed) came to the Magistrate 
with a pass, which the Magistrate 
renewed, and they proceeded on 
their journey. 

Besides the party of Morakabi 
which came to the village on 
Sunday, two or three more armed 
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He says that when Morakabi 
told him that he was going on the 
" Sand River " for private affairs 
he advised him to wait a little, on 
acc.ount of the hostile feelings of 
the Resident Magistrate of Win­
burg towards their tribe, but he 
was astonished to hear that he had 
■tarted with his party. 

As to going with a number of 
men, Moiketsi lays the blame on Mr. 
Biddulph as well as for not report­
ing themselves to him, as you will 
see by what follows. 

A week after the peace had been 
concluded with His Excellency the 
Uovernor two young natives, going 
to Winbur9, asked a pass which was 
given to them. 

I seized the opportunity to write 
to the Revd. D. van Velden, to let 
him know the happy news of the 
peace made with our Natives. 

The Revd. Gentlemu. informed 
the Magistrate of the contents of 
my note. 

The two natives were allowed 
to go freely in the village and to 

parties wore in other parts of the 
District, at tho same time, as the 
Magistrate has since learned from 
the Farmers Du Plooy and 
Pelster. 

If Morakabi was going to Sand 
River, Winburg was entirely out 
of his path, but the fact is, his 
visit was intended as an insult and 
defiance. 

\Vhatcver the errand of these 
two Kaflirs might be, the Magis­
trate had to do with their acts and 
language, at a time of great peril 
to the Inhabitants of his District. 
Their pass was " w Winb~r9 " ( and 
not further) they were armed­
and according to their own words 
had been fighting with . Her 
Majesty's troops, who they said 
were defeated and had· fled from 
the Field. 

At thi1a time no official informa­
tion either of War or Peace had 
reached the Magistrate, the 
Burghers were considered under 
arms, and distant cannonade had 
been heard in the Wittebergen, 
thus it was not a time to relax in 
that vigilance and energy which 
the Governor warned the authori­
ties and inhabitants to use, should 
hostilities commence. 

It is not true that the two Kaffirs 
were allowed to go freely in the 
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depart with their pass to a neigh­
bouring farm; late in the evening, 
the Magistrate left Winburg with 
a party and went in pursuit of the 
two Natives; coming to the place 
where they slept, Mr. Biddulph 
tried to catch them, but not 
succeeding the party fired on 
them. 

The Magistrate seized the four 
horses, saddle, arn1s, &c., (acrordin,f/ 
to your instructions, 11lr. • Biddulph 
smt here the horses, saddle, ~-1·.,-tl,e 
arms are still -in liis puRNcs11io11, mu! 
he llfl& promisul to dclirer tl1e111) 
belonging to the men. 

One of the Natives came here 
to inform us of the melancholy 
tale, the other to this day has not 
made his appearance, and there is 

village and to depart iu the maimC'r 
hf>re stated. They 11eve1· produced 
their pass to the Magistrate and 
were out of the village lll'fore he 
was aware of it, at which the in­
habitants became much alarmed­
thinking that they were carrying 
Reports to the Korannas ; tho 
Minister's servant, a Basuto, who 
spoke to them, stated his belief 
that they were come for no good 
purpose urnl that if they had urged 
Mr. Danmas for a pass ho would 
givo it to them (in such times) 
" even if they were rascals," 
meaning that he dare not refuse it. 

The injurious teudeney of their 
reports, upon the mindi; of the 
Boers, was i;ufficient to throw the 
whole country into alarm, and 
therefore the Magistrate decided 
to call them back, and to go him­
self, in order to ensure proper 
eaution. They;werenotfound at the 
Farm which they told the Minister's 
servant they were going to, but at 
another in the direction of the 
Vette River. 

At the time when the Magistrate 
came up to them, they were 
deliberately and distinctly told by 
an interpreter that the>y must 
return to \Vinburg with the 
Magistrate and that no harm would 
be done to them, but if they at­
tempted to run aw!ly they would 
be shot. Upon a signal being 
made by one of them to the other, 
they fled, and were fired at, after 
being called upon to stand. 

The sequel of this melancholy 
tale is-that the missing Kaffir has 
been enjoying himself ever since 
upon milk and mealies at a kraal 
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a report that he has been killed. I 
trust however that is not true, 
some of the relatives have gone 
in search of him, but are not yet 
returned. 

Moiketsi says that it is on this 
account that the Natives think it 
is no more safe for them to go in 
small parties, and it is for self 
protection that they go in certain 
numbers together. 

As to not reporting themselves 
to the Magistrate they are afraid 
of doing it, as a short time since, 
a son of Molitsane, a very quiet 
decent young man, was in "\Vin­
burg. 

He thought it was his duty to go 
and greet the Magistrate, but 
when he appeared before Mr. B. 
he drove him away in a very 
insulting manner, saying that ho 
would not see any of Molitsane's 
people. Besides the young chief 
adds that he is astonished, that 
when large parties of Natives of 
Taaibosch's Korannas, Fingos, 

on Vette River, and this is per­
fectly well known to Molitsane's 
Kaffirs. 

At the kraal where they were 
overtaken by the Magistrate, they 
told the Fingos that the Bnsutos 
had been fighting with the Troops. 
who were defeated and pursued 
with great loss, and were in full 
retreat at the time they left. That 
Peace was not made, and that thl'y 
were going to call up the Korannas 
from Vaal River. And they gave 
a description of the massacre of an 
officer of rank. Pretty news this 
to Farmers, from 011e of t!te enemy, 
when at the same time from his 
own Government he could get no 
informa:ion whatever of what 
had actually transpired. Upon 
this the Fingos immediatl'ly sent 
inforniation to Mr. Hermanns 
"\Vessels at the next farm, who 
before daybreak was mounted 
along with his sons, to go in 
pursuit, fully intending to shoot 
them, but found that the Magistrate 
had been there before him. 

In all intercourse with the Kaffir 
chiefs and people the Magistrate 
of "\Vinburg acts with caution and 
reserve, never speaking to them 
except on business, he is however 
frequently obliged to turn away 
importunate idlers and beggars, 
from which class the sons of chiefs 
are not exempt. 

But no Native ever came to him 
with a complaint but he got 
redress, if it was in the Magis­
trate's power to give it. No dis­
tinction is made towards the 
different Tribes, he behaves to all 
alike, whether it be Sikonyela, 
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&c, &c, well armed are to be met 
with in all directions in the district 
of Winburg, the Magistrate com­
plains of the Bataungs going 
armed, and asks if it is only they 
who must go unarmed, and be 
unable to defend themselves 
against their enemies who pass 
freely through the country, as it 
is just now the case with the 
Korannas. 

Moiketsi says further that he is 
very happy to see the friendly 
manner in which you have laid the 
complaint before his chief, and 
given them the opportunity of 
bringing to your notice some 
grievances that they have against 
the Magistrate of Winburg. 

Besides what has just been 
mentioned, on the 1st January our 
postman met three Fingos on the 
Klipdrift of Vet River driving a 
mare belonging to Molitsane, 
which they had stolen in front of 
this station. 

Complaint has been made in the 
name of MolitsanetoMr. Biddulph, 
but to this very day neither answer 
nor redress has been made. 

This week on Monday night 
fifty one (51) horses have been 
stolen from Molitsano, the spoors 
are going direct in the district of 
Winburg. 

The chief of the station, David 
Raliye, went yesterday to Winburg 
to enquire about the new theft and 
we hope justice will be done to 
him, as Molitsane had given no 
cause for such a daring plunder. 

Molitsane, Gert Tarubosch, or 
Moroko, by which means (in 5 
years acquaintance) he has 
acquired an influence over the 
chiefs which, all admit, he 
effectually exercised to save 
Molitsane from destruction when 
threatened by Sikonyela and 
Gert Taaibosch in the early part 
of the year 1851. 

The complaint referred to has 
this moment come to hand, it is 
contained in a letter dated the 8th 
January, which reached the Magis­
trate on the 5th of February 28 
days after date and exactly 2 hours 
before this complaint of non 
redress arrived from Bloemfontein. 

David Raliye arrived on the 29th 
with a written statement concern­
ing the loss of 51 horses. The 
Magistrate did not hold any con­
venation with him, but immedi­
ately sent authority to the Pound 
Master to release the Horses, 
which was done, and David Raliye 
was enabled to leave the same 
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Moiketei hopes that Mr. Bid­
dulph will cause this property to 
be returned. I pray you to inquire 
with as little delay as possible 
from the Magistrate of Winburg, 
if redress has been done in these 
two cases, as if it was otherwise it 
would be impossible for them to 
keep quiet their people. 

Their earnest desire is to remain 
at peace with the Government and 
to submit to any reasonable regu­
lations that might be made by you 
and the chiefs to secure the peaee 
which has been proclaimed. 

Our Natives feel very grieved 
that they must constnntly be 
harassed by those who style 
themselves the British allies, and 
when they try to recover their 
property, they are called the 
disturbers of the public peaee, 
and are severely punished for 
it. 

I regret to say that we are in a 
most wretched state on account of 
the movements of Taaibosch'e 
Korannas, &c, &c, in the District of 
Winburg, of which movement I 
trust you will have been.instructed, 
as it may have serious conse­
quences. 

day, taking back with him as 
many of the horses as had been 
brought to the Pound (with the 
exception of one belonging to a 
Boer and 3 detained for damages 
and Pound fees) and a statement 
in writing under the hands of the 
Magistrate of all that had trans­
pired in hie office respecting the 
Horses. 

The Magistrate is inclined to 
look upon theeemattere (in a legal 
point of view) as Reprisals 
between contending, independent 
chiefs, and not as thefts. 

Gert Taaibosch is here blamed 
for what appears to the Magis­
trate a wise and cautious step on 
his part. In going to join his 
friend Sikonyela he seems to 
have skirted along the outside of 
his line, purposely to avoid collision 
with Moliteane's people, but what 
will ensue when he goes to re­
occupy his own oountry, within an 
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Yesterday in the eTening one of 
our Natives who had gone in the 
direction of Winburg brought the 
report that a commando of 
Korannas and Moroko's people 
were in readiness to attack this 
station, and that the recently 
stolen horses were in their 
possession. 

,ve thought, as Molitsane was 
absent, it prudent to infom1 
Moshesh of the state of affairs to 
get assistance from him in case an 
attack might be made on us. 

On account of this alarming 
report, which was confirmed partly 
by other people coming from the 
same direction, the cattle of the 
station were sent toward the 
Caledon. 

You will understand yourself, 
my dear Sir, that this state of 
things will bring about somo 
serious mi"fortuno on the land, if 
some proper measures are not 
taken. • 

,v e long to see back David 
Raliye to know how far all those 
reports are true. 

I am afraid to cletain too long 
your messenger, otherwise I would 
not have written to you before I 
had ascertained these reports of 
commandos. 

The thefts are serious enough 

hour's ride of Molitsano's Kraal, 
it is impossible to conjecture, 
seeing that Molitsane's people are 
alarmed when he is quietly travel­
ling the high road at a distance of 
25 miles from them. But the 
Magistrate of Winburg has got 
quite accustomed to these alarms 
in the last 3 years. 

It would be very desirable to 
prevent Gert Taaibosch, and all 
other chiefs and people, passing 
through the Boers' country in 
large armed bodies. When I 
spoke to Taaibosch on the subject, 
his ready answer was " He came 
" from the Vaal at the call of the 
" GoYernor a11d was going to 
"resume the occupancy of his old 
"country, next to Sikonyela." 
And I confess I thought he had a 
perfect right to do so. His pro­
gress hitherto has been marked 
with perfect order, and the In­
habitants of \Vinburg look upon 
his return, almost with joy, as 
likely to afford somo check upon 
the other thievish trib~s. 

Finally, Mr. Biddulph desires to 
refer to his Reports of the 24th 
and 28th January and 2ud 
February, for a more full ex plana­
tiou and refutation of Mr. Daumas' 
statements, observing that his 
plisition is one of great ditticulty 
ancl responsibility, and that ever 
si1we he has held office, he has had 
no instructions laid down for his 
guidance in transactions with the 
Natives, but has been left entirely 
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to call your immediate attention 
to and get about a settlement of 
the n1atter, before more mischief 
may be made. 

in the uncontrolled exercise of his 
judgment and tliscretion. 

(Signed) T. J. BnmuLPH, 
Civil Commissioner. 

Winburg, 8th February, 1853. 

utter from the British Residmt to tl~ High Commissioner. 
Residency, 10th February, 1853. 

S1x,-I have the honour to iaform Your Excellency that I have 
received a report from the Civil Commissioner of the Caledon River 
district, to the effect that a horse had been brought to Smithfield by a 
Native messenger from Beersheba, with a verbal message stating that 
the horse had been found straying in the Chief Letsie's country, and 
that the chief supposing it to be Government property had sent it to 
the Revd. S. Rolland, with a request that he would forward it to the 
Civil Commissioner at Smithfield. 

This act of courtesy has been acknowledged by Mr. Vowe in a letter 
to Mr. Rolland of which I annex a copy. 

I have requested Mr. Vowe to endeavour to find the owner of the 
horse, but should he not succeed, to return it to Letsie with further 
acknowledgments. 

I have to bring to Your Excellency's notice that not a single theft 
has been committed by the tribes of the chiefs Moshesh and Molitsane 
since the engagement with the troops at Berea. I have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Extracts from a Report of Go!'emor Sir George Catl1cart to the Right 
Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

King William's Town, 11th February, 1853. 
In the Sovereignty, four hundred miles removed from my base of 

operations, and with which, from the nature of the intervening country, 
the rourf!e of postal communication often occupied a fortnight or three 
weeks' interval. although no open hostilities had OC{!urred, a mistaken 
pnli"Y on the part of the Resident had provoked a system of petty 
warfare between the burgher population and the powerful Basuto 
people, along their whole extensive frontier ; and although both 
parties had abstained from destruction of property, captures of cattle 
and reprisals, with loss of life on both sides, were of frequent occur­
rence ; and the Resident, who adopted the cause of the burghers 
without, as it appears to me. taking the course of investigation and 
mediation in cases where justice not only warranted but demanded it, 
having no military force to support his authority, had, on a former 
occa!lion, called in to his aid certain p 0 tty native chieftains and their 
bands, whom ho still openly instigated to vex and annoy the Basutos, 
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whose powerful, and by no means ill-disposed, chief, he denounced as 
an enemy to the Queen. 

Although there did not appear to be any immediate danger in that 
quarter, reports • 1ed me to think that if this state of things were long 
suffered to continue, and the authority of the British Resident to be 
held in contempt, a war more difficult to manage and more expensive, 
because more remote, than the Ka:ffrarian war, must inevitably result, 
and one in which it is very questionable whether justice and good 
faith would be found to be on the side supported by the British 
Government. 

This is the true state of things as I found them in the month of 
April and beginning of May. 

• • • • • • • • • 
There yet remained one rankling sore to be healed before it could be 

safely said that all was peace, and that the maintenance of a large 
force could be safely dispensed with ; I allude to the protracted state 
of petty warfare which existed in the Sovereignty between the depen­
dants of the paramount Basuto chief Moshesh and a portion of the 
burgher population bordering on his territory, associated with certain 
land speculators, and who had been supported by the British Resident, 
who also had called in to his assistance certain petty native bands or 
tribes, too feeble to afford any real assistance, but who had raised 
exorbitant claims for their losses sustained in the cause of Government. 

This war originated in disputed claims to property occasioned by an 
arbitrary demarcation of boundary, the justice and good faith of 
which is very questionable, and still remains for amicable and 
equitable adjustment, without which it can never be permanent. 

In the meantime, violent measures and an irritating warfare having 
been adopted on the part of Government, and the Chief Moshesh 
having been denounced an enemy to the Queen, successful retaliation 
had been adopted on his part, and the balance of spoliation rested on 
his side. 

I ·considered it indispensable that this state of warfare should be 
put an end to, as, till that should be done, it would be impossible to 
take any stt:ips towards carrying into effect measures in respect to the 
future government of those countries which I believe to be now 
seriously contemplated by Her Majesty's Government. 

Before entering the territory, I duly proclaimed that I came to 
administer equal justice to all classes of Her Majesty's subjects, and 
commanded all to remain in their respective locations, and not to take 
part in any hostilities that might ensue, in order that I might restore 
peace without engendering new claims or animosities. Nevertheless, 
false expectations appear to have arisen on the part of those whom 
Government influence had hitherto favoured, that I should unscrupu-
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lously continue to exercise, to their peculiar benefit, might irrespective 
of right. 

The course I did p1ll'8ue has been duly reported in o!her despatches, 
and the result has proved the enforcement of a just penalty, and the 
restoration of peace and security of property, with every prospect of 
stability, unless disturbed by wilful indiscretion or evil design on the 
part of the colonists, who, should that be the case, are now warned 
that they must protect themselves from the consequences, whereby, 
should it be the policy of Her Majesty's Government to abandon the 
Sovereignty, the aborigines and the white men may now separate on 
good terms, and are in a fit state for an amicable and equitable 
diplomatic adjustment of their line of demarcation ; whilst the 
paramount chief Moshesh, instead of being a declared enemy, is now, 
and would remain, a faithful ally; and this he has evinced by 
exercising a salutary control over Moroei and other chieftains south of 
the Orange River, who, during this state of hostilities have, as 
partisans in his cause, proved most troublesome on the border of the 
colonial district of Albert, but whose depredations have now entirely 
ceased. 

• • • • • • • • • 
Moshesh and the Basutos, humbled by the recent chastisement, 

have evinced every proof of their sincerity and desire to remain at 
peace with the British 'Government, and confidence and good under­
standing appear to have been restored to that vast region beyond the 
Orange River ; since the penalty was inflicted on the chief for his 
contumacy, not a single theft has been reported, and he has on several 
occasions evidenced his desire to preserve the peace and keep faith. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

Extracts from a Letter of the Rev. Richard Giddy to Governor Sir Geor-ge 
Cathcart. 

Platberg, 11th February, 1853. 
The late operations of the troops under Your Excellency's command 

have certainly made a very powerful impression on the Basutos. I am 
surprised at the depth of that impression, considering that their loss 
has not been heavy. The bravery and manoouvring of the infantry 
quite astonished them. Letsie, the eldest son of Moshesh, who during 
the engagement remained at a distance, was most anxious to induce 
his father to ask for peace. It appears that he was convinced that it 
was useless to continue to oppose the Government. 

One of the Missionari9s calling on Moshesh a few days after the 
camp had left Platberg, found him singing and clapping his hands for 
joy that the troops had gone, and when he understood that they were 
near Smithfield he said to the same missionary, " I can now begin to 
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sleep.'' After all was over, he requested the missionaries to appoint a 
day of public thanksgiving to God for the restoration of peace. 
Sunday, the 9th day of January, was fixed on, and large numbers 
asi.emhled at the Mission Stations. I am told that on one of the 
i.tation!'I 2,000 people were gathered together. Appropriate sermons 
were tlelivt~red, and I hope, and I am not alone in the expectation, 
that a new era has dawned on this country. 

It will not however be at once and suddenly that the affairs of the 
country will become settled. The Korannas under Gert Taaibosch 
have moved off in the direction of 8ikonyela's country, and have 
caused some alarm, especially among the people of Molitsane. 
1:iikonyela has, I understand, acted wisely and refused to join them. 

E.r.fracts from " Letter of the High Commissioner to the British Ruident. 
King William's Town, 14th February, 1853. 

Srn,-Referring to your letter of the 27th ultimo, I am glad to find 
you have taken a. right view of Mr. Biddulph's very indiscreat and 
irregular conduct in respect to his ta.king upon himself to send a 
provoking message to the Chief Molitsa.ne, imposing as it should seem 
Ron10 new law in respect to intercourse with the Native Tribes without 
consulting you previously. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

Letter from th.e British Residm1t to th.e Ciril Commissioner of Wi11hurg. 

Residency, 17th February, 1853. 
Srn,-1 have recoh·od your replies to the ;tatements of th~ Rev. Mr. 

Dntm1n!'I, with reference to your treatment of the Chief Molitsant> and 
his trih;-., and reg-ret to be obliged to pronounce them most unsatis­
faeton·. 

1. There is nothing ir. the Proclamation of His Excellency ihe High 
Commissioner dated 23rd December last, by which it is to be inferred 
that the Civil Commissioners of this Territory are in matters comweted 
with our Natfre Policy subordinate to their Fieldcornets, and Jl:'t you 
aver ha,;ng acted upon this rending of it. In the document qnoted 
all the Civil Commissioners, Commandants, and Fieldcornets are 
rlireeted fo be rmd!f to orgrmi:t tlicir Bw:qlicrs for the pw·pose of St'lf 
rh•fonce. &c., whieh cannot in any way be construed into such a sl:'tting 
a~i<le of your authority as you have not only permitted but nith•d in. 

2. You were inform<'d by the contents of the Re,·d. l\Ir. Daumas' 
letter to the Rev. Mr. Yan ·v elden that His Excellency /1.ad wade 1wn,·H 
with the Basutos, but. had you been ignorant of that fact, your replil•,; 
furnish no excuse for the wanton attack upon the two messeng,•rs. 
whos<' persons nc·conling to the U!'lnges of ci,;Jizf'tl warfart• i-lwnl,l 
under :rny circumstances have been held i::acrotl. Your conduct upon 
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this occasion appears to me M incomprehensible as injudicious, you 
are aware that it is not in your power to stop Molitsanc's communica­
tions with the lower Yette River, as Gert Lynx's Korannas and other 
Natives are continually passing to and fro in armed bodies in defiance 
of all authority, and yet you risk the recently made peace in an 
endeavour to arrest these persons who had been to your seat of 
magistracy on a peaceful errand, because you suspect or somebody else 
suspects that they are going there. 

I should have supposed a more proper and dignified course would 
have been to have called the messengers before you when at Winburg, 
and in a 11ersonal interview to have obtained all the requisite informa­
tion from themselves in lieu of acting upon the second hand gossip 
which the Minister's servant and others afterwards related, and a 
considerable portion of which was doubtless pure fabrication. 

,vith regard to your explanation of the insulting treatment by you 
to a son of Molitsane's, I have to remark that you would better consult 
the interests of your District in particular and the Sovereignty in 
general by not classing the sons of neighbouring chiefs among 
importunate idlers and beggars. 

During a residence of more than six years in the Colony and this 
Territory, I have never discovered the trait in the Native character 
with which you appear to be peculiarly afflicted, and I feel convinced 
that had you afforded the individual who complains of your want of 
courtesy, a civil salutation in return for his, you would have suffered 
no further importunity from him. 

There appears to me to he no small degree of inconsistency in your 
complaining by letter on 2-1th January that one of Molitsaue's sons 
dirl 1111t report hims..Jf and i,arty to you when in the town of ,viuburg, 
and shortly before you drove away his brothor who approached your 
llresPnee for the purpose of doing so. 

Your conduct was equally reprehensible and inconsistent 011 the 29th 
ultimo. in not recei\·iug David Raliye, Molitsane's mosseuger, when he 
desired to wait upon you with a communication from that chief­
Molitsane in a recent communication alludes to it in the following 
manner-

'' He is astonished that Mr. Biddulph should behave in such a manner 
to Dm·hl Raliye, whose peacable character is well known from his 
newr having mixed in any war since the disturbances began in the 
land. 

"That David Raliye arrived in Winburg unarnied, with only one 
follower, that he immediately presented himself to Mr. Biddulph with 
his pass, hut he l\Ir. Biddulph refused to see him, and shut his door in 
his fa('e, that D. Ilali_re waitecl for hours to try and havo an interviow 
with the Magistrate to lay his (Molitsane's) complaints before him 
without success." 
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In your replies to Mr. Daumas' statement, you mention this visit of 
David Raliye and that you held no communication with him, I am there­
fore led to infer that this account of his reception is substantially 
correct, and if S'.) it exhibits a very serious neglect of duty on your 
part, and appears a fitting climax to your late proceedings towards the 
Chief and people of the Bataung Tribe, which will now be submitted 
for the consideration of His Excelbncy the High Commissioner. I 
am, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Ldttw /r<>m t/'6 Civil Commi&Bionw of Winl>urg to t/'6 Briti,A 
Resident. 

Winburg, 18th February, 1853. 
Srn,-On the 12th instant I found the Koranna Chief Uert Taai­

bosch encamped at the foot of Sikonyela's Mountain, and had an 
interview with him at the Mission Station of Imparani in the presence 
of Sikonyela, at which I delivered into his hands your letter of the 
3rd. 

He did not in the least disguise his intentions, but on the contrary 
expressly stated that he had come there with the two-fold object of 
assisting his friend Sikonyela to recover what the Basutos had stolen 
and of resuming the occupation of his own Territory at Umpukani 
and Merumetsu. 

After reasoning with him some time on the impolicy of disturbing 
the Peace by attempting to wrest anything from the hands of the 
Basuto chief, I left him protesting that ho would adopt his own course, 
asserting with some vehemence " that the Governor had flung both 
him and Sikonyela away," and much more to tho same purport. 

It is of course impossible to give a safe opinion, but I incline to 
think the interview may be of use, as I ob8erved throughout that 
Sikonyela was more disposed for Peace, and told me that he had sent 
to Moshesh and Molitsane to say that the Horses and Cattle recently 
stolen should be restored immediately. 

I distinctly informed Gert Taaibosch (in accordance with your 
inst!Uctions) that he would not be allowed to bring stolen cattle through 
British Territory. At the same time I feel it my duty to inform you 
that the Fieldcornets do not express a very confident opinion that the 
Burghers will be unanimous in assisting to carry out this threat, owing 
to division amongst themselves, however desirous all may be that the 
Territory which they occupy may not become the theatre of strife 
between contending chiefs. I have, etc., 

[Signed) T. J. BIDDl'LPII, Civil Commissioner. 
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Letter from tM Rriti11h Re8ident to th~ High Commiui<mer. 
Residency, 18th February, 1853. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to submit for the consideration of Your 
Excellency copies of a correspondence which has recently taken place 
between the Civil Commissioner of Winburg and myself, bearing upon 
our relations with the Bataung Chief Molitsune and his tribo. 

I likewise annex copy of a statement made by the Revd. Mr. 
Daumas, of certain proceedings on the part of Mr. Biddulph towards 
the same chief, directly tending to endanger the peace made by Your 
Excellency on the 13th December last, which I may remark, has 
during the two months since elapsed been most faithfully observed on 
the part of both Basutos and Bataungs, much to the credit of tho 
Chief Moshesh, to whose influence and good faith it must be 
attributed. 

A.a Your Excellency will find my opinion on Mr. Biddulph's conduct 
in the copies of my two letters attached to the statement, it will be 
unnecessary for me to repeat it here; should Your Excellency coincide 
with my view of the case, I recommend that Mr. Biddulph be removed 
to the V aal River district, as I consider hiR ill feeling towards the 
Bataung tribe too confirmed to be easily eradicated. 

Mr. Biddulph's original replies are with the statements. I have, 
&c., • 

(Signed) HE.'i'RY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the High Co111111is11ioner to the British Resident. 
King William's Town, 18th February, 1853. 

SIR,-ln answer to your letter of the 3rd instant on the subject of 
an enquiry made by Jan Letelle as it would appear of Fieldcomet 
Olivier re11pecting an alleged case of murder, and which you 
characterize as " a threatening letter," although I cannot find in its 
context that it merits that designation, I approve of the course you 
adopted and your letter to the Chief Moshesh, and his answer disposes 
of this question in a very satisfactory manner. 

I have no doubt you have not failed to communicate to the Caledon 
Farmers and Fieldcomet Olivier the Chief's assurance that they have 
nothing to fcnr, as well as his favc•uraUe decision in this case that 
Jan Letello had no claim because the deceased, whether murdered or 
not, had Boers' property in their possession. 

I approve also of your answer to the Chief Moshesh in respect to 
the rumoured hostile intentions of Gort Taaibosch and his band, as 
well as your warning to that leader of banditti. 

I shall ho glad to hear that yon have brought l\Ir.' Biddulph to a 
proper sense of the impropriety of his conduct in taking upon himself 
the power of making now laws without even consulting you, and 

:p ~ 
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writing in an offensive tone to Mr. Daumas for Molitsane's informa­
tion, as well as for magnifying and creating unnecessary alarm about 
a very ordinary occurrence which if I am rightly informed merely 
amounted to the Chief's son with his usual followers desiring a 
personal interview with the Magistrate, probably to learn the meaning 
of the new regulation. 

I shall be glad to learn also how the cattle received and captured 
from the Chief Moshesh has been solu, and the amount received, also 
how you propose to distribute it. 

I approve of your making a visit to the Chief Moshesh as you 
propose. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

Letter from tlte Briti~lt ReRident to t!te Ciril Commissioner of 
Wi11h11rg. 

Residency, 22nd February, 1853. 
Srn,-I have to inforn1 you that the cattle taken by His Excellency 

the High Commissioner from the Chief l\foshesh were intended to 
cover all thefts, J)revious to the engagement of Berea, by the people of 
that chief and those of Molit;;ane; tonsequently the owner of stolen 
property cannot now claim it from the Native tribes alluded to, but 
will receive compensation from the Government as far as the amount 
realised from the sale of the cattle will permit of it» being given. 

You will therefore be so good as to get back the horse gi,·en up to 
Hennanus Wessels, as reporte,l in your letter of the 2nd instant, anJ 
return it to the Chief Molitsane. 

As it is desirable that the Native tribes should have every facility 
afforded them for the recovery of property stolen from them and 
brought by the thieves into the quitrent portion of this Territory, in 
order that the Inhabitants of the latter may have au cquitahle claim 
on their consideration, when their own property is stolen and taken 
among those tribes, I have to request your utmost exertion in afford­
ing such facility, and in the present instance of the 3;j horses 
belonging to Molitsane's people, sent into the V{inhm-g Pound, have 
to direct you to return them all to that Chief without any charge 
whatever, reimbursing l\Ir. Naude for the damage done to his erop out 
of the Public Funds at your disposal. 

You will report to me when you have carried the foregoing 
im,tructions into effect, and will likewi~e he careful to support the 
charge of the payment to l\Ir. Naude, with proof that his sowing land 
was enclosed, in accorrlanre with the Pound n•gulntions of your 
District. I have, &c., 

(Bigned) RExny GnEEx, British Rcsiilent. 
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Letter from the British Resident to t/11, lliftli Co1111111··.•io1icr. 

Residency, 2nd March, 1853. 
S1a,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel­

lency's Despatch of the 13th ultimo commenting upon the proceedings 
of Mr. Biddulph, reported in my letter of the 27th January. 

I have now the honour to enclose for Your Excellency's information 
copy of Mr. Biddulph's report of the re&ult of the mission of 
remonstrance, upon which I had despatched him, to _the Koranna 
Captain Gert Taaibosch, as 1ireviously advised to Your Excellem·y. 

I regret to say that little good has resulted from my letter, and Mr. 
Biddulph's visit to Gert Taaibosch; as I have since learned from the 
Revd. Mr. Giddy that he in combination with Sikonyela has made an 
attac::k upon a petty chief of Moshesh's, whosl) kraal is at the sources 
of Eland's River; and that they have killed several men and swept off· 
a number of cattle. 

I had hoped that if my remonstrance failed with Gcrt Taaibos('h, 
the influence of the Revd. Mr. Giddy might have prevented Sikonyela 
joining him, which would as efiectiially have put a stop to his 
threatened depredations on Moshcsh's people. Mr. Giddy sl'nt a most 
urgent me::;sage by one of his sons, which it now appears has entirely 
failed in its intended effect. 

Moshesh l have no doubt will immediately resent the attack made 
upon his petty Captain, and having s1tflicient force to chastise the 
aggressors severely and promptly, I do not anticipate any considerable 
prolongation of hostilities between them. I have, &c., 

:signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from tl1e British Residmt to Uie High Co111111issio11er. 
Residency, 3rd March, 1853. 

Sm,-I have the honour to annex for Your Ex('ellency's information 
copy of a letter rc-ceived by me from the Revd. E. Casalis, protesting 
on his own behalf and that of his brethren of the French Missionary 
Society, against the applicability to them of the stri('tures on the 
conduct of " certain Missionaries who had gratuitously assumed a 
political agency," contained in Your Excellency's Despatch to me of 
2nd September last. 

I shall await Your Excellency's instructions before replying to this 
letter. I have, &c., 

(Signed) IlEXRY 0REEX, British Residc-nt. 

IJespatch from tl1e IJuke of Newcastle to Goca11or tl,e Hon. G. Catlu·ar!. 
Downing-street, 1-!th March, 1853. 

Srn,-In your Despatch of the Hth November 185~, you apprised 
my predecessor in office of your intention to move without delay a 
force of 2,000 men into the Orange River Sovereignty; and the course 
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and issue of this expedition are detailed in Juur Dl't-pakhc·s of the 
marginal numbers and dates. Strongly as I deprecate the prolonga­
tion of hostilities with the native tribes on the frontier of the colony, I 
feel the force of your exposition of the circumstances which led you to 
embark in this undertaking. And though it is very much to be 
regretted that your anticipations of a peaeeful solution of affairs were 
not realized, your proceedings meet with the sanction of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

I notice with satisfaction the terms in whid1 you i-peak of the 
conduct of the officers and soldiers under your command on the Otl'asiun 
of the engagement against the Basutos. I have laid before Her 
:Majesty the names of the officers you have recommended; and I am 
commanded by the Queen to expre1-s her marked approbation of the 

• iallantry and cheerfulness with whieh they diseharged their duties. 
The lamented loss of so many brave soldiers who fell is evidence of the 
hazardous and arduous service in whith the troops were engaged upon 
this occasion. 

I see no reason to quc~tion the ju1lgmcnt you fonned of the course 
to be pursued towards the Bnsuto chief. Thfl. ol>ject of the expedition 
was accomplished by his submission, and there remained no motive for 
prosecuting further hostilities. You were satisfied, I have no doubt, 
that the durable impression which the expedition was calculated to 
produce on the minds of the natives in the Sovereignty would not be 
weakened by the immediate return of the troops to their respective 
stations; and I trust that its fruits will be exhibited in the absence 
for the future of any troubles and disturbanC'.es in that part of South 
Africa. I have, &c., 

(Signed) NEWCASTLE. 

.Despatchfrom t!te Puke of .Ne1cca8tle to Goranor tlie llun. G. Catl,cart. 
Downing-street, 14th March, 1853. 

SIR,-ln your Despakhes of the 1-!th Novembl'r and of the 13th 
January, you call attention to the dominions of the Crown beyond the 
Orange River, their anomalous condition, and the need of decisive 
instructions on the question of their retention or ab::mdonment. You 
state that you have been administering their affairs under the 
proclamation of Soverei1:,rnty by Sir H. Smith, unaware till re(•ently 
that there existed Letters Patent comtituting the dominions into a 
distinct Briti:;h settlement; and that you now forbear to }lromulgate 
and act upon these Letters Patent, from being unaequainted with the 
views of Her Majesty's Uovernment, with which they might be found 
to conflict. 

2. You will continue to withhold their promulgation, and I proceed 
to give you the instructions which you require. 
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3. Her Majesty's Government have derided to withdraw from the 
Orange River Sovereiguty. I shall not now enter into the reasons 
which have weighed with us in coming to this decision : it is sufficient 
to state that the nide Government which has hitherto existed in the 
Sovereignty has failed to accomplish the object for which it was 
established. The authority of the British Resident has not been 
upheld and respected by the coloured inhabitants, nor by the colonists 
of European origin. You are of opinion that a forco of 2,000 men 
and a complete organization of the Government are indispensable to 
the maintenancll of British authority amongst them. The project is 
inadmissible. It would yield no advantage., which would compensate 
for the risk and expense attending it. Tho policy, therefore, of 
relinquishing the Sovereignty over the territory in question may ho 
considered as settled. Moreover, the present conjuncture is a farnur­
able one for the execution of this measure. It will not now en tail any 
compromise of honour and clignity. The late expedition and the 
engagement at Berea will remove any misconception whic-h the relin­
quishment of territory might be apt to give rise to. 

4. Questions of great nicety will require adjustment in carrying the 
measure into effect. I have thought fit to accede to your strong 
recommendation that a duty of such delicacy and difficulty should be 
entrusted to a public officer selected with special reference to its 
nature, and in full possession of the views of the Government. I hope 
that the officer to whom I shall delegate this important trust will be 
able to proceed to the Cape by the mail of next month ; and in the 
interval which must elapse before his arrival, you will mako such 
preparatory arrangements as you may judge conducive to the proper 
understanding of the policy to which he will be commissioned to give 
effect. 

5. In a Despatch to my predecessor, dated 12th October 1852, you 
reported the pro,·isional appointment of Mr. Ebden as Assistant 
Commissioner, in consequence of the lamented death of Major 
Hogge. The announcement of my intention to send out from hence 
a Commissioner with ample powers wip afford sufficient explanation 
of my hesitation to confirm this appointment. l shall probably, 
however, have to address you further on this subject when the new 
Commissioner leaves England. I have, &c., 

(Signed) NEWCASTLE • 

.Eztr,ut, from a Despatch of Governor the Ilon'hle George Cathcart to 
tM .Duke of Newcastle. 

Graham's Town, 15th March, 1853. 
Sm,-With respect to the Orange River Sovereignty, my most 

recent information is of the 3rd inst., received this day, in which 
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the Resident reports most favourably of the n,turniug conth!en"' 1111d 
prosperity in that district, and the perfect loyalty and good faith of 
the Basuto Chief Moshesh and his dependents, and no case of cattle 
stealing has occurred. 

It appears, however, that a dispute between the l\Iantati Chief 
Sinkonyela and the dependents of the Chief Moshesh has recently led 
to an act of aggression on the part of the former, in which he had 
associated with him the band of Gert Taaibosch, a lawless Hottentot 
refugee, improperly dignified by the title of Chief of the Koraunas, 
and one of the former allies of the late Resident. 

The present Resident, according to my instructions, and in anticipa­
tion of this collision, distinctly intimated that tho said Gert Taaibosch 
was no longer patronised by tho British Government, and the Chief 
Moshesh was acquainted that in this international quarrel there was 
no intention on tho part of Her Majesty's Government to interfere, 
and I have no reason to doubt that this affair will be easily settled 
among themselves without any inconvenience. 

Letter from the Briti8h Resident to t!ie Chief .J[o-1!1csh. 

Residency, 18th March, 1853. 
CmEF MosnEsn,-On my return from your country yesterday 

evening, I found a report awaiting me :from the Magistrate of the 
Caledon River District to the following effect. 

1st. That he had received a letter from Fieldcornet Klopper com­
plaining that the cattle of the Beersheba Natives were constantly 
trespasi.ing on his farm, that they even brought daily a herd of cattle 
(about 400 in number) to drink at a dam whic-h he had constructed at 
a considerable expense, within 25 yards of his dwelling house, not­
withstanding his frequent remonstrances with the Petty Chief of 
Beersheba. 

2ndly. That Mr. Klopper further stated that on the morning of the 
ith March Mr. Hendrik Koester being annoyed with a number of 
cattl& (belonging to Basutos) on his homestead, he got Mr. Stephanus 
Terblans to assist him in driving them in the direction of Beersheba 
(distant about 14 miles), that when they had driven them about half a 
mile :from the homestead they met a Mosuto of whom they emp1ired 
whether he was the herd of the cattle, the Mosuto without answering 
the question threw stones at Terblans, two of whic-h struek him and 
knocked him off his horse. Mr. Koester pickod him up and they 
returned home without pursuing the Mo<;uto, and they made an irume. 
diate report of the affair to their Fieldcornet. 

I look with confidence to the words spoken by you at our late 
meeting, that you would grant speedy redress to any white man 
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iujm·ed by yo.11· pL·uple. It r,·llla:n:; tli0refore fur me LLLt to tonvim·u 
you of the trilth of the circlllllstances mentioned, to afford you an 
opportunity of currying your promise into effcet. 

I beg therefore that you mll ap11oint a day for inrnstigating the 
matter at Beersheba before the end of the present month, and I will 
dir~et Mr. Vowe to attend with the requisite evidence. 

You should at once compel the petty chief Molitse to restrain his 
people within the bounds of the Beersheba lands, otherwise I fear a 
collision with the farrnu-s.-I remain, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY GREE.'i, British Resident. 

Lt'!ta f,·0111 the lli!Jh Co111111issio11er to !lie B,.it,i,!t R~sidod. 
Graham's Town, 22nd MarC'h, 1853. 

Srn,-In answer to your letter of the 3rd instant, enclosing a copy of 
a letter received by you from the Rev. Mr. Casalis, protesting on his 
behalf and that of his brethren of the French Missionary Soeiety 
against the inapplicaliility to them of the strictures on the conduct of 
certain Missionaries who had gratuitously assumed a political Agency, 
contained in my despatch to you of the 2nd S,·ptember last,-! haw to 
observe, that when I aITived in South AfriC'a in the month of April 
1852, I found myself l'harged with duties and responsibilities of no 
ordinary magnitude, and that the task imposed upon me was no less than 
the re-estalilishment of peace in Her Majesty's South African dominions 
on a la~ting basis, where all was war. rl'liellion, mismHlerstaniling, 
and confusion. 

The remoteness of the Sovereig·nty and the dittkulties und delays of 
an interrupted post communication, added to somo iu1liseretion, and I 
must think neglect, on the part of your predeces;,or, renderecl it 
impossible for me to obtain a true insight into the affairs of thu 
Sovereignty, and contradictory docmnonts aud statements of all sorts, 
but especially some bearing the signatures of Missionaries, others­
although subscribed by the mark of a Chief-evidently not his own 
words, and in one instance containing false statements and evidently 
intended to convey to rue a false impression, reai:hed me from vari_ous 
quarters. On this ac1:ount, possibly in a moment of undue impat.ieneo, 
I wrote the letter in <piestiou, desiring as far as might be, by adopting 
the same 8impl0 course which is practised with the Chiefs in these 
southern countries, to arrive at their true st>ntiments and a knowledge 
of the true state of things. My recent visit to the ':lovereignty served 
to convince me how mueh I had been deceived as to the relative posi­
tion of the several Chiefs and Kapfyns and the true causes and circum­
stances of the unfortunate troubles and irritation which there 
prevailed. 

Persona.i observation however enabled me among many other 
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advantages to learn at once the true relative position and circumstances 
of the several conflicting interests of Boers, Colonial Settlers, and 
Aborigines, and I confidently hope that availing myself of that 
knowledge, and making impartial justice the rule of my policy, I have 
been able to establish a lasting peace, which cannot fail to be of 
general benefit to all parties. 

Another advantnge I gained was in the personal acquaintance with 
the Chief Moshesh, whom I found to be not only the most enlightened, 
but the most upright Chief in South Africa, and one in whose good 
faith I place perfect confidence, and for whom I have therefore a 
sincere respect and regard. 

A third advantage, among the many, resulting from my visit to Plat­
berg was that of making the acquaintance of Mr. Casalis and the other 
gentlemen of the French Missionary Society, who from their conversa­
tion, as well as their good works, I have learnt to know are loyally 
disposed towards the British Government and sincere well-wishers to 
and promoters of the cause of peace. 

I have therefore to request you to assure Mr. Casalis and the other 
gentlemen of the Mission, that the epithet applied by me to the 
supposed case of obtaining the mark of a Chief to a document beyond 
his comprehension has no reference to them for two reasons, viz. :-

1 st. Because I find that the Chief Moshesh is sufficiently enlightened 
to comprehend any document relating to his own affairs, and suffi­
ciently high-minded not to trust hie affairs blindly to the management 
of others. 

2ndly. Because I am now satisfied upon acquaintance with the 
gentlemen of the French Mission Society, that thoy are incapable of 
being actuated by any sinister motive, and if circumstances should 
call for their political agency, which they occasionally must do, I feel 
convinced it will be afforded with perfect loyalty, sincerity, and good 
faith in the cause of peace. 

I wish you to cultivate the acquaintance of these gentlemen, and I 
shall at all times be glad to receive and attend to any communications 
they may desire to make to me personally, and although I no longer 
object to their rendering assistance to the Chief Moshesh in writing 
from his dictation, I should wish on these occasions to receive his 
meaning as nearly as possible in hie own phraseology. 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART. 

Letter from the British Reaidmt to tit, High Commissioner. 
Residency, 25th March, 1853. 

Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel­
lency's despatch dated 18th ultimo, approving of the course which I 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1853J RASUTOLAND RECORDS. -13 

adopted with regard to the letter re<:eived by :Fieldcoruet Olivier, from 
Jan Letelle, a petty Captain of the Chief Moshesh, &c. 

I have communicated the letter of Moshesh to the Civil Commis­
sioner of the Caledon River District, with a request that he will make 
it public. 

The cattle received and captured from Moshesh which were sold at 
Bloemfontein, realised, deducting expenses, £3,948 14s. I0d. 

They were sold at a credit of six months, and I propose, that prior 
to the expiration of that period a Board of claims shall sit at Bloem­
fontein to examine the evidence of the losses, with instructions to 
reject all that are not satisfactorily traced to theft by the spoor of the 
cattle being taken into Kaffir Territory, &c., and to apportion to the 
others the funds derived from the sale of the cattle in such proportion 
as they will permit of. 

I shall give Your Excellency the particulars of my visit to the 
Chief Moshesh in my next communication. I have, &c., 

(Signed) HE?>-itY GREE~, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Resident to tlie Il(qh Commissioner. 
Residency, 30th March, 1853. 

SIR,-I have the honour to inform Your Excellency, that I availed 
myself of the approval expressed in Your Excellency's Despatch of the 
18th ultimo to visit the Chief Moshesh, and have to report the follow­
ing particulars : 

I took with me an escort of seven men of the Capo Mounted Rifles, 
for the purpose of investing the oecasion with some ceremony, and 
that it might become the more readily known among the Basutos that 
I was in their country on a peaceful mission to their chief, the latt('r 
being of importance, in consequence of certain mischievous report~ 
spread by the Koranna Captain Gert Tnaiboseh, that he was acting 
with the authority of Government in making nggression9 on the 
Basutos, and that a force was to be sent from the Colony in the winter 
to attack them. 

Moshesh sent his son Nehemiah to meet me at Platberg, and con­
duct me to Thaba Bosigo. 

The line of the road leads, as Your Excellency is aware, directly 
over the scene of the late combat, and I am happy to be able to state 
that the demonstration of respect evinced by the natives of that section 
of the country afforded positive proofs of the good effects of the chas­
tisement inflicted by Your Excellency on that occasion. At some 
points all the inhabitants of the villages contiguous to the road wore 
assembled, and my cordial acknowledgments of their salutations gave 
them evident satisfaction. 
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The chief gr.eeted me very heartily on my arrival at 'Ihaba Bosigo. 
He inquired particularly concerning the present relations between the 
Government and those tribes formerly known as "British allies." I 
assured him of Your Excellency's approval of my letter to him, in 
which such alliances with particular tribes for the purpose of intl·r­
forence in tribal disputer; are disclaimed; but he did not appear quite 
satisfied, stating that he would like to see a protlamation of the non­
interference of Goverllllient, or, in other words, that the sovereignty 
over the native tt>rritory should be withdrawn. 

I told the chief that the propriety of withdrawing British rule from 
the whole Trans-Gariepine country had been for some time under the 
consideration of the Home Government, that it would probably be 
shortly decided, and that in the interim I pledged myself that the 
Government would abstain from all armed intervention in tribal 
quarrels. 

\Vhile I was at Thaba Bosigo, reports were brought to Moshesh of 
a foray mado by Gert Taaibosch and Sikonyela on ono of his kraals, 
about twenty miles from his residence, in which they succeeded in 
carrying off 800 head of cattle and killing twelve men. He would not 
call out his people to retaliate, but wrote t-0 Sikonyela to say that if he 
would desist he should take no further notice of what had been done. 

Moshesh is evidently alarmed at the reported subjugation of the 
tribes in the Trans-V aal country by the Boors. He spoke to me in 
private anxiously on this subject ; he sees that if the Government 
withdraws from the Sovereignty the natives in it must sooner or later 
come into collision with the Boers, and he is endeavouring to prevent 
the tribes wasting their strength against each other. Should he suc­
ceed in his policy of uniting them, we should have rather a formidable 
}Jhnlanx to contend with in a future war. 

In passing through the Barolong country, I had an interview at 
Thaba Nchu with the Chief Moroko, who appeared pleased to see me. 

I returned to Bloemfontein through the Bataung country, 11nd 
remained for two days at the Mission station of Mekuatling, where 1 
met the Chief Molitsane. 

Molitsane, although inferior to Moshesh in diplomacy and general 
intelligence, is a very su1Jerior Kaffir; he is apparently very desirous 
of keeping on good terms with his white neighbours, and was quite 
delighted at my visit. I feel confident that his good faith can be 
relied on. 

Many of the Bataungs residing at the Mission station have built 
substantial cottages. The Paris Mission Society have also erected a 
very neat chapel, at which I attended Divine service, and saw a very 
orderly congregation listening with great attention to their worthy and 
indefatigable missionary, the Rev. Mr. Daumas. 
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Both Basutos and Bataungs appear to be in ndvance of other native 
tribes in South Africa in point of civilization ; for this they are chiefly 
indebted to their intelligent instructors of the Paris Mission Society, 
whose attention and assistance to myself I have great pleasure in 
bringing to Your Excellency's notice. I found the aid of the Rev. 
Mr. Casalis and Mr. Daumas invaluable in my communication with tho 
chiefs. I likewise experieneed the kindness of the Rev. Mr. Dyke of 
the same Society, and also that of the Rev. Messrs. Giddy and Ludorf 
of the Wesleyan Mission. I have, &c., 

(Signed) HExRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from tl~ B-riti.~h Resident to tlie Higli Commissioner. 
Residency, 30th March, 1853. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel­
lency's Despatch of the 22nd instant, on the subject of the protest of 
th~ Revd. Mr. Casalis, communicated in my letter of the 3rd instant, 
and shall avail myself of the first opportunity of infonning the Revd. 
Gentleman of what Your Exeellency has expressed on the occasion. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Commi~sion of Sir Geor_qe Clerk. 
(S) (Signed) VICTORIA R. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. To Our Trusty 
and Well beloved Sir George Russell Clerk, Knight Commander of the 
most Honourable Order of the Bath, Greeting. ,Vhereas ,v e did by a 
Commission under Our Sign Manual and Signet, dated at Ardverekie, 
on the third day of September, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Forty-seven, in tho Eleventh Year of Our Reign, constitute and 
appoint Our Trusty and Wellbeloved Sir Henry George Wakelyn 
Smith, Knight Grand Oros!! of Our Most Honourable Order of the 
Bath, Major General of Our Forces, Our Governor and Commander-in­
Chief in and over Our Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope and it,i 
dependencies in South Africa, to be Our High CommiAsioner for the 
settling and adjustment of the affairs of the Territories in Southern 
Africa adjacent or contiguous to the Eastern and North Eastern 
Frontier of Our said Settlement. requiring and enjoining him, the said 
Sir Henry George Wakelyn ~mith, as sueh Our High Commissioner, 
in Our name and on our hPhalf to tako all such measures, and 
to do all such mattns and thing·,, as coulJ and might lawfully and 
discreetly he done by him, for 1>re,·enting the recurreneo of any 
irruption into tho said Settle111e11t of the Tril,e,i inhahitiug the 
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Territories aforesaid, and for maintaining Our said Sett.lament in 
peace and safety from s,wh invaders, and for promoting, as far as 
might be possible, the good Order and Civilization, and moral and 
religious instruction of the Tribes aforesaid, and with that view of 
placing them under some settled form of Government: And Whereas 
the said Sir Henry George W akelyn Smith, as such High Commis· 
sioner as aforesaid, did by his several Proclamations bearing date 
respectively, the third day of February, and the eighth day of March, 
in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-nine, proclaim 
Our Sovereignty over certain Territories therein described North of 
the Great Orange Ril·er, including the countries of Moshesh, Moroko, 
Molitsane, Sikonyela, Adam Kok, Gert Taaibosch, and other minor 
Chiefs so far North as the Vaal River, and East to the Drakensberg 
or Quathlamba Mountains ; and make certain regulations for the 
Government of the same, and declare that the said Territories should 
be designated as the Orange River Sovereignty : And Whereas We 
did by a Commission under Our Sign Manual and Signet, bearing 
date at Wind110r, the nineteenth day of Janud.TJ, One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Fifty-two in the Fifteenth Year of Our Reign, constitute 
and appoint Our Trusty and Wellbeloved George Cathcart, Eequire, 
commonly called the Honourable George Cathcart, Major-General of 
Our Forces, Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our 
Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope and its dependencies in South 
Africa, to be Our Iligh Commissioner for the settling and adjustment 
of the affairs of the said Torritories adjacent or contiguous to the 
Eastern and North.Eastern Frontier of Our said Settlement, which 
said Commission to the said George Cathcart ,v e have revoked and 
determined, as far as regards the Territories of the said Orange River 
Sovereignty : And \Vhereas it is expedient that further provision 
should be made for settling the internal affairs of the said last 
mentioned Territories, and for determining the disputes which exist 
among the Native and other Inhabitants thereof, and for enabling the 
said inhabitants to establish Peaceal,lo and Orderly Government 
within the said Territories,-Now We do by these prei,ents, constitute 
and appoint you to be Our Special Commissioner for the settling and 
adjustment of the affairs of the said Territories deflignated as the 
Orange River Sovereignty aforesaid : And We do hereby require and 
enjoin you, the said Sir George Russell Clerk, as such Our Special 
CoIUmi,isioner, in Our name, and on Our behalf, to take all such 
rneasw·es, and to do all such matters and things as can and may law­
fully and discreetly be done by you for settling the internal affairs of 
the said Orange River Sovereignty, and for detennining the disputes 
which exist among the Native and other Inhabitants thereof, and for 
enabling tho said Inhabitants to estal,lish Peacoahle and Orderly 
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Government therein. And We do command and require all Our 
Officers, Civil and Military, and all Our faithful subjects inhabiting 
the said Sovereignty, to be aiding and assistini you in cUTying this 
Our Will and pleasure into effect. 

Given at Our Court at Buckingham Palace, this Sixth day of April, 
1853, in the Sixteenth Year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty Command, 
(Signed) NEWCASTLE. 

Lettw from tM llef7. E. Caaalia to tli6 British Resident . 
. Thaba Bosigo, 6th April, 1853. 

MY DEAR Bm,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the copy you 
have transmitted to me of His Excellency's answer to my letter of the 
3rd February. 

You will oblige me by conveying to him the expression of my 
gratitude for the kindness he has had to remove ao fully and in a 
manner so gratifying to my feelings and to those of my brethren, the 
painful impression we had received. 

From the moment I had the honour of an interview with the 
Honourable G. Cathcart, I became the.secret admirer of his uprightness 
and sound judgment, and this I confess made me still more anxious to 
remove from his mind the stigma which, I feared, might still in some 
measure be connected with my name. 

The Governor has done much more than I had any right to expect, 
in speaking so favourably of the work my fellow labourers and myself 
have done. We lament having been so unequal to the task, and en­
treat the Bestower of all grace to render ue more useful in the future. 

Our path is at times very intricate, and many are the discourage­
ments we have to encounter. We shall however feel more than 
rewarded if we can secure the approval of our Heavenly Master, and 
have some share in the esteem of those who take an interest in the 
cause of Dhristianity and civilization. That we should have succeeded 
in obtaining that of a person so highly situated and so deservedly 
honoured as the present Governor will ever· be a most encouraging 
thought. We earnestly entreat the Sovereign Ruler of Nations to 
bless the person and the exertions of His Excellency, and to grant him 
the reward all good men wish to him, that of being the Pacificator of 
South Africa.-! remain, &c., 

(Signed) E. CASALis, V.D.M. 

Eztraeta from a IJeapatch of Goi•ernor 1116 Hon. G. Cathcart to the 
IJuke of Newcastle. 

Graham's Town, 14th April, 1853. 
I commence my Report in detail with the Orange River territory 

or sovereignty. 

Digitized by Google 



48 IlASUTOLAND RECOLU>S. Lts.53 

The result of my visit to that country has been, as I anticipated 
and reported as my ohject,-1. The restoration of pence, by the 
administration and enforcement of equal justice to all classes of Her 
Majesty's subjects, that being the only basis on which peace, unsus­
tnined by an army in the field, can ever prove lasting. 

2. I had iu view the cancelling of all claims engondored by a 
mistaken policy of recruiting petty native chieftains on the side of 
Government, and in placing them in array against the powerful Chief 
Moshesh, in order to court favour with the boers. By thus placing 
them in hostility to more powerful chiefs, a war of retaliation was 
engendered, and as the weaker party suffered, compensation was 
claimed on account of loyal services. 

These claims have all been settled and cancelled, and the policy of 
setting one tribe against another has been changed to that of non­
intervention in the petty quarrels between native tribes. The Chief 
Moshosh having been severely punished, and mulcted of 9,000 head of 
cattle, as a just penalty for the plunder committed by his people during 
the war of retaliation, and having made due submission, that enlightened 
chief, instead of being a troublesome enemy, has become a most loyal 
and well-disposed subject, and. not a single case of cattle theft or 
aggression of any kind is chargeable to his 110ople or those of his 
tributary chiefs since the dato of his submission. Commercial inter­
course has now been resumed between the farmers ann the Basutos, 
and peace and confidence is restored. 

LrUer from tlie Briti.,11 R,·~idnd to tl1c Hi11l1 Co111111is.~io11er. 
Residenry, 14th April, 1853. 

Sm.-I have the honour to enclose for Your Excellencv's infonna­
tion copy of a letter which I addres,;ed to tlw Chid l\Ios.ltosh on the 
18th ultimo, with respect to an assault r(\ported by the Civil Com­
missioner of Smithfield to have been committed by a l\Iosuto on a 
Farmer in his District. 

I have delayed sending this until I received l\Ioshe;:h's 1·eply, or 
acknowledgment of it, which the retum me;:senger did not bring. I 
sent a second messenger, whon I ascertained that l\Ioshesh had at 
011ee put himself in communication with l\Ir. Vowe, and 1lirectt,d his 
brother-in-law Paul l\fatete to 1iroeeed to Beor~hcl,a and hold the in­
vestigation, as I had requested. 

I have just received a report from l\Ir. Vowe to the effect that he 
h:ul met Paul l\Iatet.e at Beersheba, and tho case of ns;;ault, which was 
fully provf>d against the l\Iosuto, had bef'n Rl'tth,rl to the sati,-fuction of 
all parties hy the l\Iosuto paying an ox to the Farmf'r, in n1Tor1lanec 
with Paul :Mat,,tc's cle1·i,ion. 

If I ean sm·cCL'd in cstal,]i,-hing sueh moveahlo trib1111nls ns that at 
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which this case has been decided, to settle Frontier disputes between 
Natives and Whites, it will tend greatly to preserve amity between 
them. The idea occurred to me on my recent visit to Moshesh, when 
he warmly approved of it, and promised co-operation in the carrying 
of it out, a promise which he has not neglected to fulfil. 

I have of course bound myself to give immediate attention and in­
vestigation to any complaint made by Moshesh's subjects against their 
white neighbours. 

Another case of assault by a subject of Moshesh on a farmer 
occurred in the same neighbourhood subsequently to my communicat­
ing with the Chief regarding the first, and Paul Matete had secured 
the culprit and wished Mr. Vowe to hear the case, immediately after 
the settlement of the first one; but Mr. Vowe refused on the plea of 
want of instructions from myself. I regret that he stood on sueh 
ceremony, as some delay must now occur, in consequence of Mr. Vowe's 
attendance on the Court of Combined Magistrates, which meets to­
morrow. I have, &c., 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Resident to the High Commi~sioner. 
Residency, 20th April, 1853. 

Sra,-Referring to Your Excellency's despatch of the 22nd ultimo, 
in which I am directed to inform the Missionaries of the Paris Society 
that the strictures contained in "Your Excellency's Despatch of 2nd 
September last on the political interference of certain missionaries" 
are not applicable to them,-! have now the honour to enclose copy 
of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Casalis in acknowledgment of my com­
munication on the subject, conveying the thanks of himself and 
brethren for the very gratif);ng manner in which Your Excellency hus 
thought proper to remove the painful impression they had received.­
I have, &c., 

(Signed) HEYRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from tl1e Rei:. Mr. Casalis to the Britis!t Resident. 
Morija, 23rd April, 18,53. 

Mv DEAR 81R,-The Chief Moshesh requests me to inform you that 
in consequence of fresh alliQs daily joining Sikonyela and G. Taaibosch, 
he held last week a meeting of his people to consider what was to bo 
done. Most were of 01linion that it was high time they should 
have recourse to arms. in order to seek redress for the injury they 
have already sustained and prevent that which their enemies still 
intend to do them. 

The Chief could not however relinquish the hope of avoiding a 
war, and detunuineJ still only to keep on tbe defensive, as no one can 
foresee the e,-:il couse<1uence~ a fresh outbreak in the country might 
have. lie begs iu consequence you will a:;sist him iu maiutniuiug 

i: 
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the peace as much as lies in your power. He thinks that if you 
could visit personally Gert Taaibosch and Sikonyela and endeavour 
to dissuade them from the evil course they pursue, such a step 
might be productive of good. He begs also to call your attention 
to the facility with which evil doers gather in from all quarters to 
join in the league against him. 

(Signed) E. CASAUS. 

Extract from a Letter of the Hi9h Commissioner to the British Resident. 

Graham's Town, !!6th April, 1853. 
SIR,-1 received with much satisfaction your letter of the 14th 

instant, by which I learn the able manner in which you have com­
menced and I hope established a system of equitable adjustment of 
disputes which may arise between the Aborigines and H.M. other 
subjects of European origin. The settlement of the case at Beersheba, 
though trifling in itself, is most important as an instance of the faith­
ful and honest intentions of the Chief Moshcsh, as well as of the 
success of your judicious policy, which was entirely in accordance with 
my wishes and instructions. 

E.ctracls from a Letter of t!te Rev. Mr. IJaum«a to tlie Briti.Yh Resident. 
Mekuatling, 3rd May, 18,53. 

You are perhaps aware that in that quarter (Sand River, District 
of "'inburg) there is a fral'tion of the Bataung Tribe under the 
Chief Tulu, a near relative of Molitsane. Those people, after 
having lost the extensive country in possession of which I and Mr. 
ArboussP.t found them in the beginning of the year 1836, by the 
settling- about them of the Emigrant Boers, when Mr. Biddulph 
fixed the boundaries of the farms ho left Tulu the possessor of a 
small location, where he and his people lived to this present day. 

During the disturbances of the past years they suffered greatly 
by the repented incursions of Taaihosch and Sikonyela, and twice 
they were forced to seek a refuge elsewhere. "'hen matters seemed 
settled they were invited first by Mr. Biddulph, and after by the 
lnte Assistant Commissioner Major Hogg-o, to return to their place 
with the cattle which they had saved from the 11polintions of the 
Korannas and Mantatis, and live quietly. Last week Molitsano was 
informed by Tulu that Sikonyela's Tribe had attacked his people and 
had carried off their rattle, after having killed eight natives and 
burnt their kraals. The messenger of Tulu adds that when the 
natives were in flight tht'y went to the Boers, their neighhours, 
thinking to find some i:helter at their place8, but their astonishment 
was great when they found the Boers mounted and armed, fourteen 
in number, having at their head Hans Pretorius and Cornelia 
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Engelbrecht. These Boers fired on them and killed one man, seizing 
the cattle and their firearms. 

AP, Molitsane knows that the Boers cannot act as they have done, 
he wishes you to be informed of this affair, in order that you may 
enquire into this matter, praying you to assist him in causing the 
cattle to be returned to their owners, as they have not committed 
any crime to be treated as they have been not only by the Boers 
but also by the Mantatis, who have unlawfully crossed the boundary 
line and have assailed natives who are living under the protection of 
the British Authorities. 

AB Tulu's people were scattered about without homes, their kraal 
having been burnt, Molitsane wishes you to be informed that at the 
request of Tulu he has sent some men .with trek oxen to bring the 
whole party here, to wait till they can return again. They trust 
that the piece of ground which was allotted to them will be still 
considered their own by the British Authorities. 

(Signed) F. DAIDIAS, V.D.M. 

Letter from th4 British Resident to th8 ll(qh Commi&sioner. 
Residency, 15th May, 1853. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's Despatch of the 26th ultimo approving of the course I 
have adopted in the settlement of border disputes between the 
aborigi11es and Her Majesty's subjects of European origin. 

I have now the honour to lay before Your Excellency copy of a 
c0mmunication addressed to me by the Rev. E. Casalis, the Resident 
Missionary at Thaba Bosigo, at the request of the Chief Moshesh, 
upon the subject of some predatory attacks lately made upon his 'l'ribe 
by the Chiefs Sikonyela and Gert Taaibosch. 

The Chief desires my interference to put a stop to these hostile 
Proceedings against his people ; but having already sent the Civil 
Commissioner of Winburg on a mission of remonstrance to Gert 
Taaibosch and Sikonyela without effe,ct (as Moshesh is aware), I was 
compelled to decline further mediation except in the manner I have 
pointed out to Mr. Casalis in my reply, a copy of which is annexed for 
Your Excellency's information. 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN. 

Eztracts from a J)espatch of Governor tl1e Honourabl, George Cathcart to 
th8 J)uke of Newca8tle. 

Graham's Town, 17th May, 1853. 
MY Lonn DuKE,-The Chief Moshesh is avowedly endeavouring to 

unite the black population who are to the southward of the Sovereignty, 
and to convince them of the necessity of making common cause under 
his rule as paramount chief, not with any view to aggression, but for 

E~ 
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self-.defonce in the event of aggression on the part of the hoers, which 
the recent hostilities against Secheli, on the north side of the Va.al, 
induce him, with much reason, to look to as a danger which it is 
necessary to pro,-ido against. 

I see no reason to object to this policy on the part of the Basuto 
chief, for it is desirable that when the line shall be drawn between the 
black and white population north of the Orange River, and which in 
fact has been done, subject to some partial adjustment which in the 
present temper of all parties may be amicably settled, I consider it very 
desirable that a balance of power should thus be established, so as to 
obviate the necessity of interference for the protection of the coloured 
races, now Hor Majesty's subjects, but who, should they be absolved 
from their allegiance at the will of the British Government, might still 
consider themselves entitled to claim that protection. 

E:rfracf.y from a Minute of His E:rcellency Sir George Cafl1mrt, laid brfort 
tl1e Hu11011rable tl1e Le.qislatiu Co1111ril. 

Grahamstown, 20th May, 1853. 
The result of the late expedition by the Commander-in-chief has 

been, a~ he anticipated, and stated as his object:-
1. His primary object was the restoration of pence, by the 

administration and enforcement of equal unprejudiced justice to all 
classes of Her Majesty's subjects without distinction as to origin or 
colour, that being the only basis on which peace between antagonistic 
races, when unsustnined by an army. which in this instance was out of 
the question, can ever prove lasting. 

2. He had in view the cancelling of all troublesome though 
questionable claims, engendered by a mistaken policy of r!'cruiting 
petty native chieftains on the side of Government; not only advocating 
their own quarrels, but sometimes in support of unjustifiable 
aggression placing them in array ngaiust the powerful chief Moshesh. 
A war of retaliation was thus engendered, and as the weaker party 
suffered, rompensation was claimed on a('count of loyal services. 

These elaim!' have all been finnlly settled or cancelled, according to 
their merits; and the policy of setting one tribe against another has 
been changed to that of non-intervention in the petty quaJTels between 
nati,·e tribes. 

\Vith a view to the accomplishment of these ends, when force 
herame n1>cessnry none were suffered to take part except Her Majesty's 
troops. for nny other course would have ng1-,>Tnrnted and possibly 
perpetuated the evils the Commander-in-Chief desired t~ remedy. 

The chief Moshesh. having evin('ed a disposition to temporise, was 
severely punishe<l, and mulcted of nine thousand head of cattle, partly 
by surrender and partly by force. ns a just penalty for the plunder 
committed by his people during the war of retaliation_; and. having 
made due submission. that chief. instead of now being a trouhlesomo 
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enemy, has be<:ome a most loyal and well cfo,poscc.l subje<:t. Xot a 
single case of cattle thefts or aggressions of any kind is chargeable to 
his people, or those of his tributary chiefs, since the date of his 
submission. Commercial intercourse has now been resumed between 
the farmers and the Basutos, and peace and confidence are restored. 

The next frontier district, descending towards the south, is the 
district of Albert. 

The warfare carried on between tho inhabitants of this district, who 
are almost all of Dutch extraction, aucl their aboriginal neighbours, 
was chiefly with the people of the chief Morosi, who is a dependent 
of Moshcsh, in conjunction with some Tambookies then in rebellion ; 
but since the submission of Moshesh, this war of retaliation, which 
lasted for two years, and in whith it is equally doubtful which party 
may be thargod with the original aggression and which had the 
ultimate advantage, has entirely ceased; and uninterrupted tranquillity, 
security, and confidence have continued ever since the peace with the 
Tambookios and Moshesh along that frontier. 

In that country-the rural population being almost exclusively 
Dutch-the old organisation unc.ler ficlclcornets, with a very adiYe 
Civil Commissioner, Mr. Cole, being in force, and peace with Moshesh 
and Morosi having been restored, all that is now necessary for security 
and protection is accomplished, without the aid of troops, paid levies, 
or police ; and so long as faith is kept by the colonists with Moshesh 
and Morosi on the one hand, and the Tambookios on the other, there 
is no cause to apprehend any disturbance of the peace in that quarter. 

Gorernment J.totice. 
Whereas it has been reported, and complained of, to the British 

Resident by Molitsane, Chief of the Bataungs, that certain farmers 
residing at, or near Sand Itiver in the Distriet of Winburg, in <:0ncert 
with the Chief Sikonyela and tho Koranna Captain Gert 'faaibosth, 
and their respedive su1jects, have been guilty of perpetrating 
robberies and murders on the people of one Tulu, a petty Captain of 
Molitsane's tribe, also resi<ling in the District aforesaid; therel,y causing 
great excitement and a desire for retaliation among the native tribes 
in that vicinity :-The British Resident herel,y nominates and appoints 
the undermentioned gentlemen to form a SrECIAL Co)D11ss10x, fur the 
purpose of investigating and reporting upon all matters and things 
invoked in said reports and complaints, viz.:-

Percy Crause. Esq., Pret-ident, 
T. J. Biddulph, Esq., l 
Field<·omet Sennekaal, M b 
Mr. Jan Sehutte, J.P., em ors. 
Mr. J. F. J. van Rensburg, 

The said Commission to assl'mble forthwith at the plate moi-t 
• suitable for the prosecution of the enquiry, and to haye tho following 
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powers, viz.:-Of citing any person or persons before them, who they 
are of opinion may be able to throw light upon the object they have 
in view ; of examining such person or persons on oath ; and of altering 
their place of assembling, and adjourning their sitting from time to 
time, as circumstances may require. Two of the four members with 
the President to form a quorum. 

Dated at the Residency, Bloemfontein, the thirtieth day of May, 
1853. 

(Signed) HENRY GREEN, British Resident. 

Letter from the British Resident to the High Commissioner. 
Residency, 31st May, 1853. 

Srn,-I have the honour to hand Your Excellency herewith extract 
of a letter dated 3rd instant, addressed to me by the Rev. F. Daumas, 
the Resident Missionary of the Paris Society with the Chief Molitsane. 
By it Your Excellency will perceive that that Chief complains of a 
most wanton and unjustifiable attack, made by the Chiefs Sikonyela 
and Gort Taaibosch on the petty chief Tulu, a relative of his own, 
residing among the Boers upon a location of about 15,000 acres near 
the Sand River in the District of Winburg. I may remark that the 
Bataungs are peculiarly jealous of this small settlement of their 
Tribe, as it is now the last remnant of their pos8essions in that 
quarter, which at one time embraced the whole of the District. 
Molitsane further complains that the neighbouring Farmers, in lieu of 
affording protection to Tulu's people, aided in driving them off, and 
fired upon and shot one of them. 

I received Mr. Daumas' letter shortly before my departure from 
hence for the Griqua country, when the Civil Commissioner of 
Winburg was engaged on the business of the Circuit Court, which it 
was necessary should be completed before he returned to his District, 
to make an official report of the affair. The report has not yet 
reached me, but yesterday a deputation of Farmers headed by Field­
cornet Sennekaal, an active and influential man whose Ward borders 
on Molitsane's country, waited upon me, to report that armed parties 
of Molitsane's Kaffirs had crossed the boundary line, vowing vengeance 
against the Farmers for aiding (as they alleged) in the plunder and 
murder of Tulu's people. Upon finding this to be the case, Mr. 
Sennekaal rode immediately to Molitsane, who, upon hearing his 
statement, engaged to punish his people for their offence i)rovided the 
white people, who were (as he said) the origin of the whole, were 
punished likewise. Mr. Sennekaal then undertook to lay the whole 
affair before me, with which l\folitsane was satisfied. 

l\fr. Sennekaal informed me that it was the general belief among 
the Farmers in his section of the country, that sume white people had 
connived at, and assisted in, the attaek upon Tulu, and that it was 
their most anxious desire that the guilty persons should be sought out 
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and punished for so wanton an aggression UJJOn a number of peaceful 
and unoffending natives. Molitsane, he said, was above all things 
anxious for an immediate investigation, as tho means of allaying the 
excitement among his Tribe, and he quite agreed with him as to the 
necessity. 

Under these circumstances I have assumed the responsibility of 
appointing a special Commission to enquire into the matter and report 
upon it, a step which I ehould not have taken without first consulting 
Your Excellency, had I not considered it of immediate and vital 
importance to the peace of the Territory, a rupture of which at tho 
present moment might interfere with the proceedings of the Special 
Commissioner daily expected from England. I annex for Your 
Excellency's information copy of my Government Notice directing the 
formation of the Commission. 

(Signed) HENRY GREE.V. 

Letter from the Rev. E. Casalis to the British Resident. 
Thaba Bosigo, 11th June, 1853. 

MY DEAR Sm, -Moshesh thanks you for your communication dated 
3rd June, and requests me to answer the different points, as follows: 

He is not aware of any horses of Moroko having been stolen by his 
people. Ho thanks you for having answered as you have done to that 
Chief, and will hold himself ready to receive any communication that 
may come direct from Thaba Nchu. 

There has been no agreement between Moshesh and Kreli 
referring to a removal of the latter to a location south of the 
Quathlamba Mountains. After the battle of Berea Krell despatched 
messengers to Thaba Bosigo to enquire into what had happonod. 
Moshesh sent an account of the events. The messengers of Krell on 
their part declared to him that they wished to obtain peace from 
Government. Moshesh encouraged them to ask it. Since then there 
has been no transaction between the two Chiefs. 

The lust hostile movement of Sikonyela and Taaibosch has been 
against the tribe of Witsi. Some Basutos who were lately in that 
direction report that when the attack was made the Korannas 
penetrated near the point they intended to attack under the protection 
of some boars' waggons, keeping close to the waggons and mixed up 
with the draught oxen, so that their movements might not be 
observed. • 

The Korannae and Mantatis secured at first a great deal of cattle, 
but were hotly pursued by the men of Witsi, who recaptured their 
cattle and killed seven Kornnnas and four Mantatit<. Other accounts 
raise the number of the Korannas and Mantatis killed to 20 and 
even 30, The Boers did not take part in the fight. One of the 
Mantatis when pursued took refuge in one of the waggons, and the 
Boers tried to protect him, but he was killed. Since then, detached 
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parties of Witsi's people have carried off horses belonging to 
Sikonyela. 

Three petty chieftains under Moshesh, Tulu, Mochisane, and 
Molitsane, have two or three weeks ago secretly got up a small party 
to retaliate on Sikonyela. The two first captured some cattle, the third 
had four men killed. 

Moshesh hopes the investigation you have set on foot in Tulu's case 
will have satisfactory results, and that harmony will be preserved 
between the Boers and the Natives. 

In reference to the disturbances near the sources of the Eland's 
River, Moshesh informs you that Witsi is entirely independent of him, 
their relations together are only of a friendly nature. A portion of the 
Basuto tribe (the Makhuakhua) aeknowledging Mo1c1hesh as their 
chief, live near Witsi; this may have led you to think Witsi was under 
the same government. Moshesh intends sending messengers direct to 
the Makhuakhua, and will not fail at the same time to send word to 
\Vitsi, to advise and entreat him to restrain his people and to cul­
tivate peace with the Boers ; he will let you know the answer he 
receives. 

(Signed) E. CASAUS. 

E.rlrads fro11i a IJapatch of Gorernor the Ho11ourahle Ueorgf! Cathcart 
to the IJuke of Ntwca~tle. 

Graham's Town, 14th July, 1853. 
Panda and Moshesh are great friends and allies, and when the 

present Sovereignty united with the independent emigrant hoers 
form one powerful state, the attention of these great chiefs will be 
turned outwards. 

They are now both unquestionably well affected towards the British 
Gov-ernment, and it will become more than ever their interest to remain 
so, for if the Dutch power and the Britit;h power should both be in 
hostility against them, they well know they must inev-itably be crushed, 
and that the only aggression they have now to apprehend must be from 
the side of the Dut<:h ;-against these, if left to themselves, they are 
both at present strong enough to protect themselves ; and although it 
is desirable that the British Government should l.,e as little pledged by 
any treaty as possilJle, in respect to iutervention in case of any future 
misunderstanding between the Duteh emigrants and these native 
powers,-an opinion in whieh I am glad to find Sir George Clerk fully 
roncurs,-great influence will at all times remain in the hands of the 
Briti~h Government for restraining undue a<:ts of aggression on the 
part of the lioerK, liy political negotiation, liacked l.,y the power-given 
by natural circumstances and easily to lie exercised-of stopping all 
commercial intercourse and communication with the sea by any port, 
not even excepting Delagoa Bay. 
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The Zulus and Basutos will lean to the British Government for 
support, and if the boere will leave them alone, will not seek to 
quarrel with them. 

That petty quarrels, border warfare, and reprisals may occur out­
wards between the Basutos and the Zulus on the one part, and the 
hoers on the other, is not unlikely, if the latter will covet their neigh­
bours' goods, and not recognize the policy of living well with their 
neighbours ; but both parties are much less likely to quarrel when left 
to themselves, and no longer encouraged to look for British interven­
tion to turn the scale. 

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Casalia to tl,e British Resident. 

Thaba Bosigo, 18th July, 1853. 
MY DEAR SIR,-Moshesh wishes you to know that Mr. J.P. Hoffman 

has come to inform him that a Boer named Daniel Bothman has come 
to place himself on certain grounds where Moshesh has permitted Mr. 
Hoffman to let his cattle graze with those of the Basutos. Moshesh 
has begged of Mr. Hoffman to let you know the circumstance, that you 
may remove that Boer, to whom the Chief has never given the 
permission to act as he does. 

(SignedJ E. CASALIS. 

Letter from Mr. J. P. Hoffman to the British Resident. 

Jammerberg Drift, 20th July, 1853. 
HoNOURABLE SIR,-As Moshesh has already as early as 1847 

allowed the place upon which I at present live, to my children, and 
the veld where my cattle graze together with those of the Basutos that 
live with, and about me, and as Daniel Bothman has come and settled 
himself on that portion of the ground which in the making of the 
British Boundary fell on the side c,f the Basutos (for the line goes 
over my land close to my dwelling house), I have thought it necessary 
to complain to the Chit:f, for reasons aforesaid ; but Moshesh is of 
opinion that it would be your case to displace the said Daniel Bothman, 
and advised me to refer myself to Your Honour. \Vhcrefore I beg 
Your Honour will make Daniel Bothman understand that he cannot 
remain there. 

Daniel Bothman is now above the drift called Jammerberg Drift, 
along the Caledon in the Basuto Territory, making a kraal, and seems 
to be of intention of laying out a farm. And he wanted the people 
whom I long before placed in this neighbourhood to look after my 
cattle, to remove, saying to them that they (my people) lived too near 
his place. I understand a Mosuto, and not Moshesh, allowed him 
there. 

(Signed) J. P. HoFnrA.'i, 
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Letter from the Britislt Resident to tlw Civil Commissioner of Calcdon 
Rfrer. 

Residency, 2ith July, 1853. 
Srn,-The Chief Moshesh has brought to my notice that a farmer 

named Daniel Bothman has crossed his boundary line immediately 
above Jammerberg Drift, and there located himself without his 
consent. I beg that you will inform Bothman that the Government 
will not permit the occupation by a British subject of any part of the 
territory of a Native Chief without the express sanction of the Chief 
himself, and then only during the Chief's pleasure. No purchase nor 
permanent lease from Natives will be recognized, as the Native 
Territory within the Sovereignty is little more than sufficient for the 
present wants of the Inhabitants. 

You will effect Bothman's removal as speedily as possible. 
(Signed) HE."'i'RY GREEN. 

Letter from the British Resident to tlw Iuv. E. Casalis. 

Residency, 27th July, 1853. 
DEAR Srn,-1 have received your letter of the 18th instant conveying 

the Chief Moshesh's request with regard to the removal of Daniel 
Bothman from lands which he has taken possession of within the 
Chief's Boundary without the Chief's consent. I beg you will inform 
Moshesh that I have sent instructions to the Civil Commissioner of the 
Caledon River District to remove Bothman immediately. 

The Special Commissioner Sir George Clerk will cross the Orange 
River about the first of next month, when we shall be informed of the 
intentions of the Government with regard to this Territory. 

(Signed) HENRY GREE.'.. 

Letter from the British Resident to Mr. J. P. Hoj}lnan. 

Residency, 27th July, 1853. 
Srn,-1 have received your letter of the 20th instant. I cannot 

recognize any location in Moshesh's Territory as your property more 
than Bothman's, nor can I allow any British subject to occupy land 
within the Territory of a Native Chief without the Chief's consent. 
Moshesh has complained to me of Bothman's taking possession of the 
ground in question. I have therefore directed your Civil Commissioner, 
Mr. Vowe, to remove him immediately. 

Moshesh can allow your cattle to graze where he pleases in his 
country, it is a question with which I, as Administrator of the 
Government, have nothing to do. I can only interfere in such a case 
as Bothman's, where the Chief has complained of a trespass. 

(Signea) HENRY GREE.'.. 
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Letter from Sir George Clerk to the Ckief Mosl.esh. 
Bloemfontein, 12th August, 1853. 

CHIEF Mosmsu,-I write to inform you that Her Majesty's Govern­
ment has appointed me Special Commissioner for the Orange River 
Sovereignty, and that I have arrived at Bloemfontein. 

Understanding that the Boundary question still remains a subject of 
dispute, and a cause of dissatisfaction between yourself and the Boers, 
I am most anxious that one of my first acts should be the settlement 
of this matter. 

I have therefore requested your friend, Mr. Assistant Commissioner 
Owen, to visit you in order to consult with you respecting the manner 
in which this end may be attained, and, also to communicate with you 
personally on cerl4in other important matters. I am your well 
wisher, 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Letter from .Assistant Commissioner 01cen to the Rev. Mr Casalis. 
Bloemfontein, 12th August, 1853. 

MY DEAR Mn. CASALis,-Sir George Clerk has requested me to pay 
a visit to Moshesh, in order to make arrangements for the adjustment 
of the long disputed boundary line between the Boers and Basutos. 
I shall be at Platberg on Wednesday evening next, the lith inst. I 
shall be much obliged if you will ask Moshesh to send either one of 
his sons or some influential person to meet me there, and I will then 
come on to your station to meet Moshesh on Thursday next the 18th 
inst. I have also other matters of importance to communicate to the 
Chief. With compliments, &c., 

(Signed) C. MosTYN OWEN. 

Letter from the Special Commissioner to the Chief H<>roko. 
Bloemfontein, 17th Augnst, 1853. 

CHIEF Monoxo,-1 have received your letter by the hands of your 
Bon. I trust that you will not find your position to be at all the worse 
for the measures which the British Government has now resolved to 
adopt. Continue to be well disposed, as I know you ever have been, 
towards that Government. At the same time neglect not to maintain 
on an ainicabte footing your ancient relations with your neighbours­
! am your well wisher, 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 

Letter from Assistant Commissioner 01Cen to tlie Ckief 1/oslicsh. 
Thaba Bosigo, 23rd August, 1853. 

CHIEF Mosmsn,-1 have come to inform you that it is the intention 
of the British Government to abandon the Sovereignty. Sir George 
Clerk, who has been appointed H. M.'s Special Commissioner for the 
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purpose of carrying out this measure, desires me to imprei.s upon you, 
that although the Sovereignty is given up, he trusts you will still 
consider yourself the Friend of the Queen of England, and it is 
the intention of the Special Commissioner to appoint a responsible 
person to be the means of communication between the Boers, yourself, 
the other Inhabitants of the country now called the Orange River 
Sovereignty, and the British Government. Sir George Clerk is most 
anxious that before he leaves the Sovereignty, the long disputed 
boundary line between yourself and the Boers should be settled, so as 
to prevent further disputes, and has requested me to consult with you 
as to the best moans of arranging this matter to the satisfaction of all 
parties concerned. 

(Signed) C. MosTYN OWEN. 

Extracts from a J)espatch of Sir George Clerk to tlte Seaetary of State 
for the Colonies. 

Bloemfontein, 25th August, 1853. 
With regard to the native tribes in this territory, I find it most 

difficult to persuade myself that it was either just or expedient for a 
Governor of the Cape Colony, by a prodamation extending Her 
Majesty's Sovereignty over settlers who had emigrated into these wilds 
from that colony, and had occupied this territory in parts, to bring 
also under British dominion a powerful and friendly chief with his 
numerous tribe, who had up to that day in formal documents been re­
cognized as an independent ally, as well as other minor chiefs and 
tribes who had not less abstained from every act that could have 
properly led to their being treated, or even regarded, as our vassals. 
But, supposing the measure to have been wise, the s<:hemc for accom­
plishing it fell very short of being effectual. It was, in fact, a cmde 
plan; an outline never filled up in the manner which was indii,pensable, 
in order to secure the beneficial purposes for whil'h it was no doubt 
intended. Since one of its purposes was to comprise as vassals certain 
chiefs, whose independent rights had never before been questioned, it 
would have been only a fit precaution, had the means been devised for 
guiding them discreetly to a corred and submissive understanding of 
the new relations in which they were thus required to stand towards 
the British Government, towart.ls Dutch neighbours, and towards one 
another. As to the first, the construction put upun these by direc-tions 
from home was, that the proclamation of the Sovereignty rendered 
them all British subjects. But instead of intelligent agents being 
placed among them, with no ends to serve but tht3 public interests, 
which principally consist everywhere in maintaining pence on honour­
able terms, these chiefs and tribes were then left partly to the effects 
of their own jealousies, partly to the agency of societies of missionaries, 
themselves in a condition of jealous rivalry, and loss effectively to the 
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imperfect interference of a British Resident stationed at a distance, and 
engaged with a variety of other duties. 

These tribes occupy two-filths of this territory, their domains pene­
trating from the east side to its centre. The Griqua tribe, detached, 
occupies its south western side. The entire population of these tribes 
is computed to amount to 97,000. Of these Moshesh's tribe, the 
Basutos, number 60,000. The Griquas within the Vaal, are only 
2.-S00. The other tribes vary from 8,000 to 2,000. Among these 
97,000 Kaffi.rs and cross-breeds, in the rudest state, there have been, 
for many years, missionary stations of various denominations. Some 
stations have only one missionary; others have several. Most of these 
teachers are also political advisers; generally, they are also shop­
keepers. In some instances a mission station is endowed with a large 
tract of land, the gift of a chief, acting under the persuasion that such 
a grant conceded, perhaps at the suggestion of some British authority, 
would be the means of extending their own acquisitions at the expense 
of a neighhouring tribe, or at least of maintaining their possessions, 
then perhaps recently occupied or usurped. The Prussian missionary 
station, called Bethany, situated in the territory of the Griqua tribe, 
holds 40,800 acres, and, as might be expected, boundary disputes 
between its clergy and neighbours, eneroa('hing on the wide wastes 
and unprotected pastures of so great an extent in the band:, of men of 
peace, are a never ending source of litigation before the British au­
thorities here. Among these missionaries there are truly pious men, 
whose main object, during many years spent in privation and seclusion 
from ch-ilized life, has been the improvement and the conversion of 
these natives. But the result hitherto has proved unsatisfactory ; 
though there are some instances of their young men putting on 
clothing, and frequenting the society of Europeans for a few days, and 
even repairing to Cape Town, as did, some years ago, two of Moshesh's 
sons to be educated, their visit,, leave no impression on the minds of 
those who \l"ould gladly promote their civilization, than that of their 
being a naturally intelligent race, and of their having now acquired a 
taste for ardent spirits, and a craving to obtain muskets and gun­
powder. They return to their people with all the information they 
can glean regarding the position, intentions, and military strength of 
the British Government, and of our settlers on the eastern frontier, 
and forthwith relap8e into barbarism, and cattle stealing and nudity, 
and resume their listless lives in the collection of squalid wigwams 
callt,d tht1ir "kraal." I have never heard of an instance of the real 
conversion of any one of these people to Christianity; and the British 
Rosid,mt assures me that no case of the kind has ever come to his 
knowledge. 

F,>rmerly some of the Wesleyan missi,maries settled among the 
minor tribes. (as l\Ir. Ar('hlJell, who came down from the north with 
~foroko and his tril,e of Barolcll1gs, now lornted near here,) were con­
tent to obtain stations of the Basutos, and to remain on good terms 
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with them. But no sooner was a British Resident placed here in 1845 
than the missionaries managing the political concerns of those minor 
chiefs encouraged them, probably with a sincere though erroneous 
purpose of benefiting them, to refer every point of difference, real or 
alleged, between them and their superior chief to this distant authority. 
Although the late resident soon perceived that this interference of the 
missionaries in the mutual relations of chiefs was altering the ~haracter 
of those relations and throwing on him much ineffectual labour, he 
subsequently gave way to importunate applications. He took as a 
subordinate in his office the brother-in-law of one of these political 
missionaries named Cameron, and thenceforth all went in accordance 
with the desires raised in the breasts of petty chiefs, who felt it irksome 
to remain in any degree subject to another's authority. Hence much 
of the trouble, expense, and dism;tol' that onsuod during military ex­
peditions on a small scale. Those were conducted with no lack of zeal 
and bravery by the British Resident, Major Warden; but a handful of 
British troops, in the field for an object of very doubtful expediency, 
requiring support, the Dutch burghers were called out to co-operate. 
The Dutchmen thus found th1:1roselves engaged in coercing neighbours 
between whom and themselves there had previously existed a perfectly 
good understanding. Their assistance naturally, therefore, was un­
willing and faint; the more so that they know they are always better 
able of themselves succeAsfully to deal with savage foes. But, not­
withstanding these decided measures on the part of the British Resident, 
constant litigation continued to prevail. At length came the demands 
made by Sir George Cathcart in support of the local authority, with 
that general's advance and the battle of Berea. All that can be done 
just at present with a view to allay the spirit of complaint and re­
crimination among these tribes, until I determine the question of our 
future relations with them, is to direct the attention of the minor chiefs 
to the advantages they may possibly derive from reverting to their 
ancient relations. If their counsels are guided by men of discretion 
on tho spot, they will probably follow thi:1 advice. Had their chiefs 
tho sagacity, or, as I rather suppose the case to be, had they had the 
better training which has boon the good fortune of the chief Moshesh, 
and were their resident missionaries, like the French missionaries with 
them, disposed and qualified either to impart sound maxims of conduct, 
or altogether to abstain from meddling in such matters, I should feel 
some confidence in the course I am now prescribing to the chiefs. 

Letter from ths Special Com~1issioner to Sir George Cathcart. 
Bloemfontein, 81st August, 1853. 

Srn,-Among some who have done their best to serve the British 
Government in this quarter are some Fiugos, about sixty in number, 
un(ll'r two petty captains. They were living in Moflhesh's country 
when the lato British Resident, Major Wardon, requested them to 
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join Her Majesty's Forces in war against the Basuto Chief, which 
they did ; and after the engagement at Viervoet they were brought to 
the neighbourhood of Bloemfontein, where they have since resided. 
They were obliged to leave all their cattle in Moshesh's hands, and 
have now neither property nor coun~ry. 

It seems to me that Your Excellency might be able to assign them 
some place for a habitation, as they desire to quit this country on the 
withdrawal of the English Government, and so to continue to reside in 
its dominions. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Ca~alis to the Special Commissioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 5th September, 1853. 

YoUR ExoELLENCY,-The Chief Moshesh requests me to present you 
his compliments and inform you that he accedes to your proposal of 
settling in a satisfactory manner the boundary line, on the condition 
that he shall be present or shall be allowed to send delegates to 
represent him when the matter shall be investigated and discussed. 
The Chief supposes that it will be necessary to inspect the part where 
the Boers are the most mixed up with tho Basutos, and he will 
endeavour to meet the persons you will appoint, and among whom he 
would be most happy to see the Assistant Commissioner M.r. Owen. 
Should some unforeseen circumstance prevent the Chief from going 
personally, he could not give full powers to his delegates to decide 
finally without him, but would in that case reserve for himself the 
right of considering the arrangements which might be proposed. 
Moshesh will await the opportunity of Your Excellency, and be 
directed by tho plan you will propose in reference to the time, place, 
and mode of proceeding. 

(Signed) E. CASALIS. 

Minute of tl1e British Resident on Claims for. Compensation on account of 
Cattle stolen. 

Residency, 16th September, 1853. 
During the year 1851, Major Warden, the Resident in the 

Sovereignty, thought it ex1>edient to call out the Burghers to recover 
for the Barolong Chief Moroko certain cattle stolen from him by the 
Bataung and Basuto Tribes. About 100 Burghers responded to the 
call, the others refused to obey, alleging as an excuse that they had no 
desire to embroil themselves with the Native Tribes, with whom they 
had no quarrel. 

The Troops and Burghers, accompanied by some Native auxiliaries, 
commenced hostilities with the Chief Molitsane, and were defeated at 
Viervoet, from whence they retreated to Thaba Nchu, Moroko's town. 
The effect of this disaster was to create a panic along the whole 
Border ; and the Basutos and Bataungs to increase it and detach the 
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Burghers from the support of Government, marked out every Farmer 
who had aided the Troops, for phµ1der, and robbed many of them of 
the greater part of their stock. 

Those Burghers who had not obeyed the call of the Resident 
secured the protection of the Basuto Chief Moshesh, by binding 
themselves to neutrality, for which they were afterwards fined. The 
loyal burghers represented to Sir H. G. Smith, the High Commissioner, 
through the Resident, the losses they had sustained in a cause in 
which they had no interest beyond that of supporting the general 
policy of Government in the Sovereignty. Sir H. G. Smith, in a 
letter dated King William's Town, 30th September, 1851, addressed to 
Major Warden, says in reply to these representations, " So long as 
"Moshesh refrains from overt acts of hostility, matters must remain 
"as they are, until circumstances enable me to demand that redress and 
" indemnification for the loss of property occasioned to Her Majesty's 
"peaceable subjects, and wliicl, shall 111011t assuredly be enforced so011er or 
"later." 

Two mouths subsequently to the date of the letter from which the 
foregoing is extracted, Her Majesty's Assistant Commissioners, Majer 
Hogge and C. M. Owen, Esquire, arrived in the Sovereignty. Major 
Hogge stated to the Farmers verbally, what the High Commissioner 
had already done through the Resident, that . they should most 
assuredly receive compensation for their losses. A copy of a letter 
from the Assistant Commissioners to Commandant Erasmus, who with 
a party of Burghers was prepared to go into the Kaffir Country to 
recover their stolen property, is annexed ; this letter states that 
arrangements have been entered into between the Assistant Com­
missioners and Moshesh and Molitsane, for payment in full of all losuR 
1111stai11ed by Britisli Su~jects and Allies during the late disturbed state 
of the Country. 

The Assistant Commissioners having returned to the Colony, 
Moshesh did not act up to his arrangements with them, and his people 
continued to commit depredations upon the Farmers, upon a repre­
sentation of which being made by the Resident to the High 
Commissioner, His Excellency determined upon making a personal 
visit to the Sovereignty, attended by 2000 Regular Troops. 

His Excellency entered the Sovereignty in the month of December 
18,52 with this force, and was met by the Smithfield Farmers at the 
Caledon River, when they represented their sufferings from the 
aggressions of the Native Tribes in a congratulatory address, to 
which His Excellency replied in the following terms, "Acting in 
"accordance with justice to all classes of Her Majesty's subjects, 
" with the assi!>tance of my alJle advisers, who are just and impartial 
" men, I hope so to settle matters, before my departure, tliat due 
'· co111pe11snfio11 for los8cs may be made, and a better state of sei;urity 
•· established on your border with the Native Tribes." 
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His Excellency directed the two Assistant Commissioners and tfie 
British Resident to investigate the compensation claims, and to report 
to him upon the number of cattle required to be levied from Moshesh 
in payment of them. A copy of their report is annexed, from which 
it will be seen that they considered 10,000 head of cattle and 1,500 
horses necessary for this purpose. . His Excellency however thought 
these numbers more than sufficient, and struck off .500 horses. 

Of the cattle paid by, and forcibly taken by the Troops from, the 
Basutos, some were given to Native Tribes who had suffered as our 
allies and had received a pledge of compensation from Major Warden ; 
the remainder, amounting to about 5,000, were sold at Platberg and 
Bloemfontein, and the proceeds arising therefrom, amounting to 
£4323 - 1 - 8, are now in course of being applied to the liquidation of 
an instalment of the Farmers' claims. 

In consequence of the remark made in paragraph 3 of the memo­
randum of the Assistant Commissioners and British Resident, " that 
" many alleged eases of theft may have been inserted in the returns 
" without sufficient evidence of the stolen property having been traced 
"to the Basutos," a board consisting of the Civil Commissioners of 
Bloemfontein, Caledon River, and Winburg, and the Resident's 
Secretary, was assembled to revise them, to reject all that were not 
satisfactorily proved, and to reduce all valuations that they considered 
too high ; the Board succeeded in reducing the claims from 
£36,419-7-8 to £33,987-6-2, there will remain therefore 
£29,664 - 4 - 6 still due the claimants after deducting the 
£4323 - 1 - 8 realized by the sale of the cattle. 

The amount agreed upon by His Excellency the High Commissioner, 
Her Majesty's Assistant Commissioners, and the Resident, before the 
claims had been thoroughly examined, was £25,000; should this be con­
sidered as the maximum amowit for which the Government has incurred 
responsibility, the balance will be reduced to £20,676 - 18 - 4. 

Subsequently to the sitting of the Board, Mr. Lucas Erasmus 
preferred a claim for 22 horses stolen, which he was unable to do 
before, in consequence of his absence from the Sovereignty. I am of 
opinion that his claim should be added to the list. 

(Signed) HE~RY GREE.~, Resident. 
The above minute was submitted to His Excellency Sir George R. 

Clerk, K.C.B., Her Majesty's Special Commissioner. 

Letter from .Major Warden to Hia Exrellency Sir George R. Clerk, K. C.B., 
H.M. Special Commissioner. 

Bloemfontein, 20th September, 18.'.>3. 
SrR,-As an old servant of the Crown, of upwards of thirty years 

Military and Civil employment in this country, I do myself the honour 
of submitting to Your Excellency the following statements, and which 
with a perusal of the accompanying copies of my two letters to General 

F 
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Cathcart and the late Secretary of State for the Colonies, together with 
other information to be obtained on the spot, will, I trust, enable Your 
Excellency to judge in how far my proceedings have, as British Resi­
dent durinp a period of six and a half years, merited the harsh treat­
ment I received at the hands of my Lord Grey, viz., removal from 
office without any investigation. • 

In the month of January 18-16 I accepted the Residentship tendered 
to me by Sir P. Maitland. Under the Maitland system, which con­
tinued for upwards of two years, it will be found that all my 1>roceed­
ings here were successfully carried out. The Resident became very 
popular among the Native Tribes, and his position was even respected 
by the Emigrant Farmers far beyond what was anticipated. ,vith the 
Chiefs Moshesh, Sikonyela, Moroko, Gert Taaibrnwh, Adam Kok, and 
th" late ,vaterboer, it is well known the Resident possessed such 
influence that they would, on his requisition, harn assembled the 
whole strength of their trib()s in aid of the British Government. 

"\Vith one exception the whole country was maintained in peace and 
comparative contentment until the arriml of Sir H. Smith and the 
promulgation of his Proclamation of the 3rd February 1848. The 
only and sl1ort interruption to general tranquillity alluded to was caused 
by those Emigrant Farmers whom Sir P. Maithmd, at the earnest 
solicitation of Captain Adam Kok, expelled from Griqualand. TheRo 
men, deprived of landg they had lensed or purchased from Griqu1111, 
collected a number of their countrymen in arms in the "'inhurg District. 
Although the 1>articular object the Boers had in view could not he 
ascertained, it was apparent enough that they were bent on disturbing 
the quiet of the country. I therefore lost no time in calling out a 
Native Contingent force, and, with the Cape Corps under my orders, 
met the malcontents on the Yet River, held a parley with them, and 
allowed five minutes for laying down their anus; but refusing to do 
so. thC'y were attacked. After some resistance and loss in killed and 
wonnclecl, they dispersed, but were followed up with success, a 
number being captured, and among them five of tho Ringlcad('rs. 
These latter I sent to ColeslJerg gaol, and after a short imprisonment • 
they obtained their liberty, the Attorney-General dedining to prose-
cute for crimes committed bt1yond the Cape Colony. 

It may fairly be presumed that the judicious arrangements of Sir P. 
Maitland on thi,; side the Orange River, which worked so well for 
upward11 of two years, would have continued to give sati!•faction to nll 
the native tribes, and it is a fact that, under the Maitland system, not 
a complaint ever reached Sir H. Smith either from a white or 
cJloured inhabitant of this country. Then why put it altogether 
aside, and try experiments in a land known to all but Sir H. Smith to 
contain two or three thousand rebellious British Subjects, who had 
quitted the Cape Colony in order to avoid British Rule? • 

Prior to the Proclamation of the 3rd Fehruary 18-18 establishing the 
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new order of things, I found 50 soldiers and the influence I had with 
the Chiefs fully ample to maintain peace throughout the whole extent 
of this large country. Sir Harry soon found it necessary to have 300 
men and 7 guns at Bloemfontein, and General Cathcart now tells the 
Secretary of State that 2,000 soldiers are required for the protection of 
the Sovereignty. Within three months of Sir H. Smith's first Procla­
mation the whole white population, save a few English settlers, were 
prepared to oppose the Queen's authority by force of arms. The 
Native tribes became restless and dissatisfied on finding the popular 
doings of one Governor altogether upset by another, and a sort of 
half British rule over them, which they either could not or would not 
understand. 

Sir Harry Smith's interference with Captain Adam Kok's treaty 
with Her Majesty, in so far as regarded lands guaranteed to the 
Oriqua Captain, together with the Boundary Lines to be laid down, not 
only between the white inhabitants and natives, but between each tribe, 
made the Resident, who was obliged to take a prominent part in 
carrying out these measures, appear to the Chiefs anything but their 
friend, and I gradually lost that influence and authority I had hereto­
fore held. 

I plainly intimated to Sir Harry, while he was at Bloemfontein in 
the month of January 1848, that if ho was determined on proclaiming 
the Queen's authority on t.his side the Orange River, some additional 
troops would be required, as the Boors might be tempted to try their 
strength with us. Sir Harry, however, treated my suggestions with 
something like ridicule, and said, ·• my dear fellow, pray bear in mind 
'' that the Boers are my children, and I will have none other here for 
''my soldiers. Your Detachment will march for the Colony immedi­
•• ately." Sir Harry did not altogether withdraw the troops; he left 
me 36 men of the Cape Corps ; and this small Detachmeut saved me 
from falling into the bands of the Emigrant Farmers, men who the 
High Commissioner believed would'gladly support his measures, when 
nine-tenths of the Boer population were altogether opposed to them. 

However much I may have differed in opinion on some points in Sir 
Harry Smith's Proclamations, no one could have more exerted himself 
in order to carry out every measure of the High Commissioner laid 
down for the government of the Sovereignty, but as the late Assistant 
Commissioner Major Hogge expressed himself in regard to my position 
here, "had an Angel from Hea...-on been the British Resident, Sir 
"Harry's system of government could not have succeeded, and I am 
"only surprised that it lasted so long." Your Excellen<·y will find 
from a perusal of the official correspondence in the Resident's offi<'e· 
that my proreedings have received the appro-rnl of Sir H. Smith, 
indo"ed they could not do otherwise, for his Prodawations and Instruc­
tions were my sole guide. 
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Whatever may have been the views entertained by my Lord Orey 
regarding the government and other matters connected with the Orange 
River Sovereignty, they were never made known to me. My immedi­
ate Superior was the High Commissioner, and as long as I fully met 
his views and wishes, supposed to be in accordance with those of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, I believed that I had nothing what­
ever to fear from the Colonial Office in London. Is it possible that Sir 
Harry could authorise his Secretary to convey to me approval, and at the 
same time write disparagingly to my Lord Grey. Sir Harry may have 
received certain Instructions touching the goverwnent, &c., of this 
country, which ho deemed proper to withhold from me, and thus when 
the Secretary of State finds his commands have not been attended to 
and calls for some explanation, the blame may have been thrown on 
the Resident. 

In my last letter to Sir H. Smith, requC>sting him to name the 
instances in which I had acted contrary to his written orders, or in 
any way merited his displeasure, in reply Colonel Garvock tt>lls me as 
follows, "His Exl'ellt>ney, be assured, fet•ls mueh the unexpected blow 
"you have lately received, but it appears we are nil to row in tlw 
"same boat. His Excellency, however, on his arrival in England, will 
"exert himself in regard to pension for you." I fear that I have 
already trespassed too far upon Your Excellency's patience, but entreat 
you further to bear with me while I refer to an extract of Earl Grey's 
despatch No. 720, dated 15th December, 1851, ordering Sir H. Smith 
to relieve me from the duties of British Resident. 

His Lordship severely censures the advance to Winburg of th'o 
Force sent there by the Lieutenant-Govemor of Natal at the instance 
of Major ,varden. Sir H. Smith commandt'd me to raise a Native 
Contingent Force, which I failed to accomplish in the Sovereignty. I 
therefore deemed it advi,mblo to request His Honour to order the Fin­
gos residing on the immediate confines of Hurrismith District to 
enter the Soveroignty and aid Her Majesty's troops engaged against 
the Basuto Tribe. I did not for a moment contemplate that Lieutenant 
Governor Pine would incur either the expense or responsibility of 
backing my requisition with a Detachment of H. M. troops. Earl 
Gn:iy's anticipations as to the safety of that foree were not realised, it 
having returned unmolested to the Country of Natal. My instructions, 
together with the then state of things both here and in the Colony, 
fully justified the application I made to Lieuttmnnt-GovC>rnor Pino. 
It was not for me to define the extent of his })Owers. It was one 
thing to ask, another to grant, neither was the rule of this country 
subservient to my juclgment or foresight, but to the imperafo·e com­
mands of my superior Sir H. Smith. That this force from Natal was 
not actively employed must not he atbibutl'd to me, the Comm'andor­
in-Chief having ordered Major Donovan to act on the defensive. 
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I altogether deny having rashly or hastily engaged in a war with 
Moshesh, it having been proved beyond the possibility of contradic­
tion that he was the aggressor, although Sir H. Smith's orders to 
attack Moshesh were at this time conveyed to me. My visit to Plat­
berg in June 1851 was intended to be conciliatory, being desirous only 
to see Moshesh restore the stolen property of Emigrant Boers and 
of our native Allies, at the same time to endeavour to prevent further 
bloodshed. While at the Platberg Mission Station I was called upon 
to perform an act of justice towards the Chief Sikonyela, who had at 
my instance left his home to attend a meeting of Chiefs at Bloemfon­
tein. Sikonyela and eight of his people accompanied me to Platberg. 
While I was carrying on a negotiation with the Basuto Chief, Sikon­
yela and his servants proceeded towards home, but were waylaid on 
the road by the Basutos, one of his men killed, and the Chief obliged 
to return to my camp. On the following morning, at the earnest 
request of Sikonyela, I agreed to accom1)any him a few miles on his 
way home with a party of soldiers, some Dutch Boers, and the Plat­
berg Bastards. On the high waggon road we were intercepted by an 
armed force of Basutos, and H. M. troops wantonly fired upon. Thus 
not I but Moshesh "engaged raslily and hastily in the war." 

Your Excellency, even censure from a Superior, when unmerited, is 
hard to bear with. Then what must be the feelings of an honourable 
Illllll, nearly worn out in the service of his Sovereign, suddenly 
deprived of a responsible office, his character thereby injured, and him­
self and large family thrown into a state of penury. 

I beg leave to refer Your Excellency to the annexed documents, 
which convey sentiments altogether at variance with those entertained 
by Earl Grey towards me, and the Dutch community were not behind 
in expressing themselves in like manner, as will appear from some 
half dozen memorials forwarded to Sir G. Cathcart, praying for my 
retention in office. I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. D. WARDEN. 

Letter from the Secretary to tl1e High Commi88ioner to the British 
Resident. 

Graham's Town, 4th October, 1853. 
Sm,-! am directed by His Excellency the High Commissioner to 

request that you will be good enough to furnish me with a detailed 
report of the sale of cattle taken from the Chief Moshesh in December 
last, and forwarded to Bloemfontein to be sold by public auction. 

Although the responsibility of the affairs of the Sovereignty has 
been since transferr~ to a Special Commissioner, still as the trane­
action upon which a report is now called for occurred during the period 
the High Commissioner was charged with that responsibility, I am to 
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request that you will transmit to me without delay for his information 
an account of the sale and of the disposal of its proceeds.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) Wx. F. LmnLE. 

Liter from t'Ae Sp~cial Commissioner to tli~ British Resident. 
Platberg, 20th October, 1853. 

SIR,-Owing to some misunderstanding of my intentions in regard 
to the subject of the border of the Caledon River District where 
bounded by the Territory of the Basutos, considerable alarm has been 
excited in the minds of the Natives in that quarter .. This you will 
perhaps have seen or heard on your arrival there. You will bear in 
mind that, considering the end in view, it was of all things most 
desirable to have avoided giving cause for any such excitement 
It will be your duty, therefore, immediately to adopt every proper 
precaution in order to allay it, and to imJ)ress upon the mind of 
the Commissioner the necessity of acting with more circumspection 
than to assemble in one spot a host of Farmers of his District on or 
near any locality which may be one the right to which is not yet indis­
putably established. 

With regard to Jammerberg, a spot selected by yourself as conve­
nient, you of course are aware how it is situated. And though it may 
in this respect be unexceptionable, it would appear from a conversa­
tion I have had with Mr. Commissioner Vowe, that other spots for 
your encampment may be found which afford greater advantages in 
point of wood and grass. . 

It will therefore be advisable that, in concert with him, you should 
select such ground, and that you, with his assistance, as you move 
down the Line, proceed to record any claims that landholders in his 
district may have to prefer. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERX. 

Letter /rum the ReL Mr. Casalis to Sir George Clerk. 
Thaba Bosigo, 22nd October, 1853. 

Youn ExrnLLEXCT,-The Chief bas returned here, and begs me to 
thank you for your kind reception and to express his entire satisfac­
tion at the settlement of the boundary question being preceded by a 
patient investigation made by you. 

In refereuce tJ the ca!;e of tiikonyeln, he wisheii to state again that 
he is ptirfectly cuuvinced that mediation would Lo of no avail. It is 
now many months he has patiently borne with the depredations and 
murders committell by the ·people of Sikonyela and G. 'raaibosch. 
During that inu,rval he has endeavoured through the agency of the 
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residing missionary and other persons to persuade Sikonyela to restrain 
his subjects. Mr. Green, the British Resident, sent also in a friendly 
way Mr. Biddulph for the same purpose, but that effort was also in 
vain. 

Moshesh has carefully reported from time to time the state of things 
to the British Resident, who has answered that Government was 
determined to interfere no more in the affairs of the native chiefs, and 
that he considered Moshesh perfectly justifiable in repelling force by 
force.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) E. CAsALis, for MosnEsn. 

Letter from the ·special Commissioner to the Rev. Mr. Casalia. 

Platberg, 22nd October, 1853. 
MY DEAR Srn,-I am very anxious that the people down this 

frontier should know, both Basutos .and English, that I have come to 
inspect and observe the state of things there, and not to lay down any 
line of boundary at present. Any misunderstanding on this point 
would only impede the progress of the necessary enquiries. There is 
no necessity for any haste in this matter. I have always proposed to 
have two or three interviews ,rith the Chief, and I hope with you, 
before finally deciding on all points relating to the line of demarcation. 
I have explained this to Moshesh; and he has promir;ed to comply 
with my request, that he will immediately send messengers down the 
frontier to apprise the Basutos of the amicable purpose of my visit, 
and the tour which Mr. Green will make of all the Smithfield farms in 
that direction. Will you be so obliging as t-0 see that the Chief loses 
no time in sending off such messengers. 

With a 1,imilar objeet I have requested him to depute one of his 
sons, or a confidential agent, to accompany me for a few days. He 
engages to send off Josias to me for this purpose to-day, immediately 
on his arrival at Thaba Bosigo. Will you be so good as to lend me 
your good offices also in expediting the departure of Josias, as I am 
very anxious to get on a few miles at least this evening, and for his 
joining me previously, here at Platberg. 

I have been talking to Moshesh about Sikonyela, against whom I 
was sorry to hear he had cause of exasperation for late offensive 
conduct. I am as desirous, as I know that you must be, to prevent a 
l 0olli8ion between them or their followers. ,vith this view I propose 
to convey a message to Sikonyela through Mr. Owen, and ere long if 
it be practicable to see and to advise him mpelf. But I must in the 
nwnntime place my reliance on your endeavours also to induce 
Moshesh at least to postpone the measures of coercion, to adopt which 
I haye found him very impatient; though he now leaves me in a.. 
rather calmer mood. Believe me, &c., 

(Signed) GEOROB CLERx. 

Digitized by Google 



72 B.\SUTOLA.'m RECORDS. [1853 

Letter from the Rf!1J. Mr. Ludorf to Sir G. R. Clerk, K. C.IJ. 

Thaba Nchu, 5th November, 1853. 
Sra,-In reply to Your Excellency's letter from Platberg, Moroko 

wishes me to say that the three specified horses appear to belong to 
one of his people. The owner has proceeded to Moshesh to claim 
them. 

That the Chief of the Basutos should declare that his people have 
not stolen the horses of the Barolong is not surprising to Moroko ; 
yet it would not be difficult for him to point out the places where 
many of his horses are in Moshesh's land, and even to mention names. 
This in fact has been done by Moshesh himself, but to no effect. 
Partly however Moroko admits that Moshesh mny not be aware of all 
the horses his people have stolen, as the thieves often hide their deeds 
from the eyes of their Chiefs. Still of some he perfectly knows. 

Moroko being very much in want of gunpowder begs Your Excel­
lency to be so kind as to let him have some. He regrets that Your 
Excellency was obliged to return by another road than Thaba Nchu. 

(Signed) J. D. M. LunoRF. 

Extracts from a IJespatch of Sir George Clerk to the IJ11ke of 
J.Ye1cmatle. 
Bloemfontein, 10th November, 1853. 

Mv LoRD DuxE,-1 beg to annex, in explanation of the relative 
position of the Basuto tribe of Kaffirs under the sway of the Chief 
Moshesh, and the territory now possessed or claimed by British 
subjects in the Orange River Territory, a map copied from a rough 
one which wa::1 given to me during a late visit to that frontier.• 

This map, in which the red and yellow colours combined show the 
extent originally of the Basuto territory, is intended also to delineate, 
throughout the portion coloured yellow, the steps by which, and thti 
periods when, the British Government or its subjects have encroac·hed 
upon the lands of a peculiar race of Kaffirs, who had never really 
offended us till the end of last year. It may be considered, and it is, 
I believe, asserted by some persons, that though the Basutos claimed 
so large an extent of territory, they did not wholly occupy it. On 
the other hand, the earliest information acquired by the British 
authorities of a character aiming at correctness is at variance with 
that supposition, for in 1843 Sir George Napier executed with them 
the treaty which, to my comprehen1-ion, is the must fonnal instru­
ment of the kind ever executed in our time in Africa, and which 
dearly recognizes their title to the land!! extending to the junction 
of the Orange and the Caledon Rivers. Their territorial position is 
now much changed. They positively no longer possess any hunting 

• It i• unnl>f'f'"""l1. to give thi• mRf,. a.• those ill the llnt volu'De of Basutoland Records •lww 
the tlllllle thing more accurawly.-<:ompilcr. 
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grounds whatever. In short, they have been deprived of thoir plains, 
but are allowed to retain the rugged hills. 

Alluding to past disturbances in this quarter, the observations of 
the Dutch boer in presenting to roe this document, the accuracy of 
which I have since been enabled to test, were to the effect that ra­
pacity, such as is thus demonstrated, could not have been expected to 
promote a good understanding between a tribe of natives, who at that 
time were unoffending, and Europeans. I quite agreed with him. 
lt indeed displays principles of conduct the very reverse of those 
equitable precepts and sound views that characterize the too brief 
administration of the present governor of South Africa. 

I arrived at Platberg, situated at the entrance to the Basuto hills, 
on the 20th ult. The Chief Moshesh was then on his hill Thaba 
Bosigo, preparing for a foray into the lands of his hostile and brave 
neighbour Sikonyela, who with parties of Korannas, the vagabonds of 
this country, has for many months been perseveringly committing de­
predations on Moshesh's herds of cattle. The Caledon River between 
us was flooded when I reaehed Platberg, but the following day the 
chief was able to ford it with a few followers. He arrived in my camp 
in the evening, and slept in a tent with which I provided him. 
During two interviews he made no allusion to the intended withdrawal 
of the British Government from Bloemfontein, of which I had pre­
viously apprised him. I believe he regards that measure with as 
little apprehension of its proving injurious to him, as those of the 
Dutch boers in general, who reside on his border, entertain in respect 
to the security of their just rights, when not rer1uired by authority 
to place themselves in a position of antagonism towards a chief possess­
ing a considerable degree of moderation and discretion. As the mind 
of the old Kaffir Chief was rather pre-occupied with concerns of more 
immediate importance to him, I did not press him into any particular 
discussion of his views regarding a final adjustment of his western 
boundary. Indeed under any circumstances of his position, it would 
have been on my part premature to have done so. I find much even 
for Mr. Green, the British Resident, to investigate and to learn re­
garding the tenures and extent of large tracts of country claimed by 
our land speculators r1,siding in the Smithfield district, among the 
foremost or the most advanced of whom I regretted to hear was its 
Civil Commissioner. I am at present therefore employing Mr. Green 
in the Smithfield district, as he owns no land in that vicinity, inform­
ing himself on many matters of internal d'ltail as to the extent of 
allotments, nature of titles, &c. Until that knowledge is acquired, 
which can only result from ascertaining a variety of claims and con­
tingencies, we cannot be prepared to go to work so honestly as I 
believe the Basuto chief is disposed to do, for an exact demarcation 
of a boundary. 
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Ldter from the Rev. Mr. IJawnas to Sir G. R. l'li:rk, K. C.B. 

Mekuatling, 24th November, 1853. 
SIR,-The report of the affair against the Fingos of Winburg was 

sent to me by the Chief Moshesh, requesting me to call the Chief 
Molitsane to translate it to him, in order that he might have an 
opportunity to give you tho necessary explanations. Yesterday 
Molitsane arrived here with some of his headmen and Morakabi, the 
young Chief who commanded the expedition against the Fingos. ,v e 
had a sitting which lasted several hours. Morakabi made his state­
ment, which agreed partly with the one sent to Mr. Biddulph. 

It should appear that Morakabi learnt that some Fingos with one 
of their Chiefs had taken refuge at Winburg. As that chief and 
his people had committed numerous depredations on the Bataung 
Tribe during several years and particularly during the last nine 
months, be determined to follow him there. Morakabi on his way to 
Winburg visited several hoers and enquired from them where were 
the Fingos. Having heard that some were still there, he asked one of 
the boers to ride before him to the village to inform the inhabitants 
that they were not to be afraid, as be was not corning to do them any 
'harm, but to take the Fingos' cattle with whom they were at war. 
This is partly confirmed in the report, in whi<:b it is mentioned that 
the Bataungs did not molest any of the inhabitants or tako away any 
of their property. 

According to the statement of Morakabi, the boers would have 
encouraged him to do it, as the Fingos would not work, and they were 
there on their own responsibility; they said also that Mr. Biddulph 
wanted to drive them away, but that the Fingos would not leave. 
Morakabi further stated that he thought be was doing a thing that 
could not be blamed, as nobody remonstrated with him in carrying off 
the Fingos' property, and this can be perceived by the report. Molit­
sane regrets that the person who made the report did not oppose to 
the deed of his son if he thought he was acting improperly. 

The Commando consisted of 40 men only. Morakabi t·ounted them 
name by name. It is a re1)0rt without any foundation, like so many 
as we have in this country, that 500 men were laying on Laai Spruit. 
Morakabi bas not the power of commanding such a body of men 
without tho consent of his father. 

Molitsane disapproved Morakabi and gave him publicly a severe 
reprimand, forbidding him to act any more in future on his own 
atcord, as he would certainly bring trouble on the Bataung Tribe if 
he was to continue in this way. At the same time Molitsane prays 
me to write to Your Excellency in his name that the conduct of his 
son has been only the reproduction of what has been done to his 
people for years in the district of \Vinburg by the Korannas, the 
Mantatis, and the Fingos, when they had the upperhaud on his tribe. 
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Molitsane could give examples of his people who were in service 
amongst the hoers, who have not only been despoiled by the aforesaid 
tribes, but dragged out of farmers' houses and murdered. Notwith­
standing his complaint, nothing was done to check such acts. 

The Fingos who are scattered in the Sovereignty are of the same 
clan as those who were allotted by Moshesh to Molitsane to punish, as 
they had done so much harm to his tribe, not only during the long 
years of disturbances which have taken place in this country, but 
recently. The Fingoe who are residing in the Sovereignty were not 
only stealing from the Bataungs, b11t were secreting their friends who 
were living at Sikonyela's, who were constantly thieving in these 
parts and were carrying off their spoils through the British lme into 
the Mantati country, taking thus the advantage of being under the 
British protection to perpetrate their depredations. It is the Fingos 
of Winburg who immediately after peace was proclaimed by His 
Excellency Sir G. Cathcart began to steal, and they were followed by 
those of Bloemfontein and the Witteberg. It is true that some of 
the property was restored, but the greatest part they kept. After six 
months of complaint, Mr. Biddulph caused the Fingos of Winburg to 
give up a horse stolen from Molitsane. The Chief had to send to get 
the horse, and though the Fingos had used it for six months and it 
was in a wretched state, no punishment was imposed on them, though 
they were the first to commence depredations after peace had been 
proclaimed. 

The Fingos of the Wittebergen joined, in April last, Sikonyela to 
despoil Tulu, Molitsane's nephew, who was residing on his location 
on the Sand River under the protection of the British Govern­
ment, who had aclwowledged his right to that location. 
Tulu has been robbed several times of his property, his 
people murdered, and at last he was obliged to fly away from 
the country where his ancestors had lived and died to this station 
where he is residing with his people. Some Boers are implicated in 
the affair of Tulu, Molitsane was given to understand that this affair 
would be laid before you, and it was partly for that, that he wished so 
much to see you at Platberg, unfortunately he did not know in time 
your arrival there. 

The Fingos have the custom to go from place to place when 
they have committed themselves. Thus while Molitsane was 
punishing them at Sikonyela's they ran to the Sovereignty, and it is 
what brought his people after them, as they thought they could 
follow their enemies where they fled. 

Molitsane prays you to take into consideration all the wrongs that 
the Fingo clan have done to his tribe before to form an opinion on the • 
affair that has taken place lately at Winburg, and begs also Your 
Excellency to remember that this has happened when he (Molitsane) 
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was at war with the Fingo Chiefs residing in Sikonycla's country, 
who had fled to the Sovereignty to shelter themselves. 

Molitsane desires me to assure Your R'\'.cellency that he wishes 
more than ever to remain at peace with the British Government, and 
that it is out of respect for the Authorities that he prevented his 
people as much as he could to retaliate on the Fingos residing in the 
Sovereignty till the last war with Sikonyela broke out. 

(Signed) F. DaUlL\S, V.D.M. 

LetJer from the Special Co111111im'oncr to tk Resident Hagi$trate of 
Winburg. 

Winburg, 1st December, 1853. 
Srn,-I enclose for your information and guidance a copy of a letter 

received from Mr. Daumas in reply to a reference made by me to the 
Chief Moshesh, regarding the misconduct of some of Molitsane's 
retainers on the late occasion of their penetrating to Winburg in 
pursuit. 

Although nothing can be admitted to have justified the irreg-ularity 
of this proceeding, you are aware that the practice of crossing the 
boundary has for years past been mutually had recourse to without 
permission previously obtained. I trust that the notice which has now 
been taken of Molitsane's conduct would deter him from allowing any 
of his Tribe to indulge in measures of so objectionable a character ; 
but should it appear to you or to your Fieldcornets that tbo Chief does 
not exercise the requisite degree of control over his subjects, you will 
be so g'.>od as to report the circumstances to me and to the British 
Resident. I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 

Extract, from a IJespatch of Sir George Clerk to th,-IJuke ~f Ne11:castle. 
Camp, Vette River, 3rd December, 1853. 

MY LORD DuKE,-An ancient feud still prevails between two 
principal Kaffir chiefs, Sikonyela the Mantati, and Moshesh the 
Basuto. The countries of these chiefs are situated on the eastem 
border of the Orange River Territory. Their enmity is of that nature 
which it is difficult for a mediator to reconcile effeetually under the 
most favtrnrable contlition of circumstances. But the position of the 
British Government here has never been such as to restrain the 
jPalousy which urges tho former to harass his neighbour, whose 
ambitious pretensions he disparages, or to inclueo Moshe~h to de:;ii;t 
from wi1::lding his superior strength and infhwnce for the purpose of 
retaliation, while submitting the entire question of the i-ights and 

• pretensions of himself and rival to British disinterestedness, with a 
view to an amicable and final adjustment. 

2. These chiefs, with their respective tribes, have now encountered 
6ach other in some force; the Koranna chief, Gert Taaibosch, siding 
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with Sikonyela, and Molitsane with Moshesh. It happened that I 
held a conference with Moshesh regarding other affairs the day before 
his intended attack. I recommended him to desist. But as it was 
made evident to me, by the quiet air of-respectful dissent with which 
he and his Kaffirs received my advice, that it would make no impres­
sion on their minds, I advertod no more to the subject. Anticipating 
that Moshesh's patience, under reiterated provocation endured by him 
in losses of cattle sustained by the depredations of Sikonyela's people, 
would at length ho exhausted, I sometime ago conveyed a message to 
that chief, enjoining him to make his peace with Moshosh. But he 
preferred to countenance such potty aggressions and to try his chances 
in another fight. The result has not been very disastrous. From 
testimony derived from various sources in this quarter, adjacent to 
the scene of conflict, he appears to have lost twenty-eight killed and 
about the same number wounded. The worst feature in the warfare 
of these Kaffirs is that, although like many uncivilized nations, and 
like some others in almost as thoroughly savage a state as themselves, 
they abstain on such occasions from insulting women, neither sex nor 
any age is secure against the aim of their guns and assagais. Thus, 
it is said, that there were five women amongst the slain in this conflict. 
For the rest, the lament of " wars of extermination," in so far as 
this northern Kaffir frontier is concerned, is a mere name, or pretext, 
which has been found to servo the purpose of those who have felt it to 
bo their interest to extend the display of British dominion, the less 
efficiently the better, and British armed interference in the squabbles 
of the native tribes. There have been cruel tyrants among African 
Kaffirs; but both Moshesh and Sikonyela are savages with disposi­
tions neither treacherous nor bloodstained; and so long as they 
maintain the degree of control which they now exercise over their 
respective subjects and allies, their wars, either among themselves or 
with Europeans, will not deserve to be characterized as exterminating 
or atrocious. 

3. Sikonyela having been thus defeated and driven forth from his 
country, fled, attended by about 60 horsemen, and came into my camp 
the day before yesterday. His declared object was to seek my advice. 
His real motive was the hope that the British Government would, as 
heretofore, move out the small detachment of troops from Bloem­
fontein, if not avowedly to his assistance, at least to endeavour by 
such means to enforce peace. Savage though he is, ho has at other 
times been mixed up in the measures pursued by the British 
authorities. in a manner to lend him to compreh,md that, indepen­
dently of the S)mpathy properly felt for him on account of his having 
at one time suffered for the sake of British policy, he possesses the 
cordial goodwill of the English speculators and corn dealers on the 
Bloemfontein and Smithfield side of tho country. To be sure, the 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



78 llASUTOLAND RECORDS. [1853 

Sovereignty itself yields no corn, but the present harvest will be 
abundant in some productive valleys of this Kaffir country. And in 
that trade by barter, which is the only active kind of trade in this 
territory, it is remarkable, even within my short period of observation, 
how very small a consignment of the coarsest European merchandise, 
or as it is said, how few pounds of gunpowder, suffice for the purchase 
ot an ox waggon load of Kaffir corn, or a string of well-conditioned 
cattle. 

4. I have now passed Sikonyela down to Bloemfontein, in order to 
avoid worse evils. That is a position which exposes him less than 
this of the Winburg district, in which I am now encamped, to pursuit 
by Moshesh's followers. Having with me only an escort of 10 men, 
of whom half are Hottentots, I might have trouble in convincing any 
of the loose partisans of that chief, excited by their late success, of 
the propriety of scrupulously respecting the boundary line supposed, 
to divide us on these vast untenanted plains. I have conveyed such a 
message to Moshesh, now returned to his habitation on the hill Thaba 
Bosigo, as seemed to me to be called for by the state of affairs. My 
endeavours will be now directed to restoring these. tribes to some 
footing of amity ; and in a week or two I propose to comply with 
Moshesh's wish that I should again meet him, either by moving on 
direct from hence down the bank of the Caledon river, or proceeding 
in that direction via Bloemfontein. In the meantime, although Sikon­
yela's presence is of course in some respects troublesome, I consider 
his having come hither in his flight is not nearly so embarrassing to 
British authority, while continuing to be exercised in this quarter, or 
so likely to create excitement among Kaffi.r tribes down the frontier, as 
the case would certainly have 1Jeen, bad he, instead, retired, as it was 
rwnoured, upon the Zulus of Natal for support. 

5. I haYe alluded to this condition of two border tribes, which have 
for many years been engaged in open hostilities, engendered by an 
hereditary feud, in order principally to show how unsound, weak, and 
Jmmiliattng may often 1Je the attempt to exert the authority of the 
British Government, where its name has been extended to a distance 
so ineffectual, that the feebleness of a position which must, from its 
remoteness, be devoid of even the semblance of military strength, is 
not likely to be compensated, where due control is unknown, by any 
moral influence derived from the exhibition of a system of rule 
founded on principles of inflexible justice, or conducted with dis­
interested zeal for the public good. 

l!l. The case is one invoJving a question of pecuniary disbursement 
to a ronsiderable amount, supposed to have been promised to certain 
daimants who sought compen!<ation for their loss of cattle, swept 
away during the incursions of ho&tile Kaffirs. It has pres!<ed itself on 
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my co11sideration ever since I have been here ; not owing to any 
importunity urged by sufferers; for they are upon this subject 
generally reserved and sullen, which is much worse in such cases than 
the greatest amount of clamour. But a short statement of its nature 
will serve to show the cause of that anxiety, which its still doubtful 
issue must create in the mind of any one interested in preserving 
peace on this frontier. When the Dutch boars, after wandering forth, 
owing to dissatisfaction with British administration in the Cape 
Colony, came and settled here many years ago, they lived in peace 
with native neighbours on the borders. Their occupation of the 
central position of this territory displaced no one, excepting the 
half-human Bushmen, squattecl here and there, roofless, amongst the 
rocks. No other class of natives had ever cared for so arid and 
unproductive a ti-act of country. The wild Bushmen sustained them. 
selves on food such as every class of inhabitants, white or black, here 
or at Bloemfontein, must at certain seasons depend on still as a means 
of subsistence: that is, the flesh of the abundant herds of large game. 
But advancing towards the Kaffir borders, the boars found natives 
who willingly gave them access to better lands, because the strangers 
spontaneously tendered fair homage for it. In these days cattle­
lifting was of rare occurrence, although the hoers were as now a 
pastoral community. But, after a time, the British Government 
moved up. It intended to prevent Dutch rapacity. Its agents and 
servants contrived, as they do still, that it should serve, instead, to 
encourage and to screen avaricious land-speculations of their own. 
In some few instances Dutchmen felt secure in following so influential 
an example. Peaceful proprietors, black or white, where lands are 
extensive, habitations far between, and equity distant or deaf, endure 
much and suffer long without loudly comi,laining; and so the British 
authority, instead of being exerted to correct such abuses, came to be 
interposed in the more stirring events of the hereditary warfare or 
forays of the Kaffirs, which made more noise. Border chiefs fought 
with one another, and British troops took part. The tribes so coerced 
sought their revenge in depredations committed on the herds and 
flocks of the European grazier, and Moshesh, chief of the Basutos, 
was now charged with indiscriminately plundering his Kaffir rivals 
and his white neighbours; the latter, by the operation of British 
measures of administration, having become at last his enemies. Sir 
H. Smith reported to Earl Grey, on the 20th January 1852, that "the 
" demand to be made on Moshesh is not yet determined, but must be 
" definite and preremptorily enforced." General Cathcart in his 
Despatch, written during the advance against Moshesh's country, 
refers tc;> its object as being " the restitution of, or compensation for, 
" cattle stolen often with impunity in incessant, and, latterly, 
" increasing depredations, by the Basutos from the Burghers, who 
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" are restrained by law from retaliation, as well as from the chief 
" Moroko, avowedly as a punishment for his services rendered on the 
" side of the British Government in Major Warden's campaign." In 
order to judge what that compensation should be, a committee was 
formed in the camp. Its members were some days engaged in the 
investigation. They estimated the amount to be £36,419. General 
Cathcart reduced this. The battle of Berea occurred a few days 
subsequently. 9,000 head of cattle were ta.ken from the enemy. 
Their sale at Bloemfontein realised £4,323 ls. 8d. Taking the 
estimate at £33,997 5s. l0d., this gave the claimants 2s. 3d. in the 
pound. 

20. But the value in which Moshesh would have been mulcted, 
had cattle or other property sufficient been forthcoming from his hills, 
was not necessarily a proper burden to impose on the Imperial 
Treasury. I entirely concur in the opinion expressed at the time by 
General Sir G. Cathcart, that sufferers from such depredations must 
regard any restoration of property by the hands of the government as 
a boon and not as a right. This is sound doctrine anywhere. But 
especially it is so as a general rule for the guidance of cattle farmers 
on this northern frontier, where British subjects have so totally dis. 
regarded the injunctions of Her Majesty's government, who urged on 
Sir H. Smith to do all in his power to discourage as effectually as 
possible the in1politic extension of cattle and sheep farms over these 
extensive border regions. 

21. Nevertheless, so sanguine are the hopes which have been raised 
by the encouragement to pasture cattle, and the promise to com­
pensate for losses, afforded by the local authorities within this terri­
tory, themselves graziers, that in this particular case I consider the 
disbursement of the difference between the amount realized at the 
sales, and a sum of twenty thousand pounds (£20,000) is a measure 
which tli.e peculiar circumstances of the case seem to force UJlOn the 
liberality of the British government. Had I to continue in the 
exercise of my present magisterial functions here I should despair of 
long maintaining peace with this claim remaining unadjusted; but 
during a period of preparation for withdrawing the British govern­
ment from the territory, it is not only my constant wish, but I feel it 
to be especially our duty to endeavour to remove as much as possible 
every cause of enmity existing between this host of 287 claimants and 
their Basuto neighbours. It is very evident to me that as soon as 
I have relinquished my present control over the fornier they will be 
engaged in watching for a favourable opportunity to invade some 
part of Moshesh's dominions, in order to exact full reparation of those 
injuries which they sustainC'd in 1851 from the incursions of the 
Basuto Katfirs, in retaliation for the part taken by the burghers in 
co-operating with British troops The burghers were prohibited from 
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having recourse to their own measures, which would then have been 
very effective for redressing these injuries. They abstained from the 
attempt when apprised of Sir H. Smith's orders of Septembn 1851, 
that these matters must remain for u while until circ•1mstanccs should 
enable him to "dumand that redresR and indemnification for the loss 
" of property occasioned to Her :Majesty's peaceable subjects, and 
"which shall most assuredly be enforced sooner or later." 

22. After the sale of the cattle brought from Berea, the 2s. 3d. in 
the pound, which the sales yielded, after some captured cattle had also 
been conferred on native allies, was assigned to all parties according 
to their claims recorded as proved by the committee which sat to 
investigate them. This dividend had in many instances been paid, 
but owing to difficulties experienced, or neglect on the part of the 
auctioneer,· a great part of these dividends remained unpaid 
when I came here. I have made a point of seeing to the 
recovery of sums due on tho sales, and disbursing as far as 
possible to those entitled to receive. The British Resident and 
the Commissioner of the Smithfield district appear in the accounts as 
having early realized their dividend,,, but not to have paid the same 
attention to the claims of their subjects. The case in short presents 
several awkward features, and if allowed to remain much longer in its 
present unsatisfactory state, I have no hesitation in expressing a 
conviction that it will be produt·tiYo of very pernicious consequences. 
As it is the grievance which the burghers at present feel most keenly. 
it will be the first subject "'hich will engage their attention whon 
they are left to· themselves. Moshesh on his part will probably feel 
that if he must be involved in a quarrel with his neighbours in this 
territory, it will be a favourable time to measure his stnmgth with 
tlwm at the earlie,-t possible period of their distraction, while still 
emplo.'·ed in consolidating a new government. He will not omit to 
11eek for such an orcas1rm, nnd will no doubt obtain the cordial 
co-operation of some other Kaffir nations. and thus may much excite­
ment, if not actual hostilities, arise along the frontier of the eastern 
districts of the Cape Colony. 

Ldler from tlte Rev. Jfr. Jfnilin to Assislnnt Commis.,ioner 01ce11. 

Beren, 8th December, 1853. 
MY DEAR Srn,-I am requested by the Chief Moshesh to let you 

know that he is quite satisfied with the report brought by his 
nwssengers of their interview with Sir G. Clerk. The Chief has been 
very anxious ahout the troubles at ""inburg, fearing that his peaceful 
dif'i1ositions towards the Government might have been mistaken on 
account of what happened there. He feels very thankful to Sir G. 
Clerk for ha,·ing taken the trouhle of enquiring into the matter, and 
he trusts that everJihing will be settled in a satisfactory manner. 
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Concerning the meeting which is to be held, Moshesh wishes to let 
you know that after next week he will be able to meet Sir George at 
the day and place which shall be appointed. From the 18th of this 
month any day will be sititable to Moshesh for the meeting. 

The Chief is much olJliged to Sir G. Clerk for the information about 
Sikonyela, and he desires that Sir George Clerk would try to persuade 
the Chief Sikonyela to come to the meeting, when he would be able 
to see that Moshesh has no hostile intentions towards him, for he \ the 
Chief Moshesh) wishes to do all he can on his behalf. He desires 
that Sikonyela might not be detained from coming by any feeling of 
shame or fear. But if however he could not come himself, he might 
send with Sir George Clerk one of his me~ whom he trusts. 

The Chief has already given you a message for Matlomagolu (the 
Fingo Chief). He would like to see him also at the mooting, and 
therefore begs of Sir George Clerk to use his influence in persuading 
the two Chiefs to come, that some arrangements might be made. 

Moshesh will postpone to speak about the fanners' cattle whieh 
may have been lost or stolen during the war at Sikonyela. 

(Signed) J. M,HTIN . 

.A.ccount of Siko11yela. 
'(From the F,·icnd of the Sovcr&i!lnly of 10th December 1853.) 

This Mantati Chief, with some 60 followers, arrived in ,vinburg on 
Tuesday the 29th November. The good people of Win burg, remem­
bering the Commando, a few weeks ngo, that entered tho town, umlC'r 
Callooy, for the purpose of seatteriug the Fingos, very naturally 
dreaded the appearance of another Basuto Cununando in pursuit of 
Sikonyela. This apprehension was, however, remo,·ed, wht>n it was 
found that that Chief, on his way to Bloemfontein, procet>ded on 
Wednesday morning to the camp of Sir George Clerk, some three or 
four miles to the westward of '\Vinburg. It was reported in the 
village of Winhurg that Sir George Clerk received Sikonyela with a 
degree of consideration, and that bis people received an ox for 
slaughter. This civility amongst the natives is regarded as nearly 
equivalent to the "cup of milk,'' or cup uf friendship. ·we under­
stand that Sikonyela remains for the present in Bloemfontein, and that 
he has rations for 10 nwn. ,vith all the scruples ag-ainst furthor 
expense, it would be ahsolntdy base to rduse hu!:'pitality to a Chief 
who has been unwa,·ering in his nttachmeut to the intere~ts of the 
Gowrnment nnd people of the So,·ercignty. Sikonyela may have no 
legal right to rations for 10 mt>n during his stay in Bh,rmfontcin, but 
it is to be hoped the brave fellow will, with all his faults, be treated 
considerately and hospitably. The writer of this notice finding it 
difficult to get the particulars of the recent attack upon him by 
Moshesh, made it his business to find out the facts of the case as 
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they appeared to the Chief; and the result is now given from notes 
written to the dictation of Sikonyela, through an interpreter. It is 
possible that, as the native interpreter spoke Dutch rather incorrectly, 
his statements may, in some particulars, have been misunderstood. 

8ikonyela is a slender man, about iive feet four inthes high, with 
expressive eyes, narrow forehead-the cranium indicating grea 
courage; and the combative organ being nearly as large as half a 
pigeon's egg. His story was told 'l"~ith great firmness; and the only 
emotion manifested during the narration was a complacent smile when 
he said that Moshesh had taken from his people 4,000 head of cattle! 
It seemed as if he would have said, " Lucky dog! " 

AN HOUR WITH SIKONYELA. 

The sun rose, and the rattle were driven out. I was still in my 
house, and wished to go to the place of assembly. The people at the 
watches screamed. I went out to see, and asked what was the matter, 
as I saw nobody. On examining, I saw men with a troop of horses 
ride to the cattle. I seized my gun, and got a horse raught. The 
horsemen were about three miles off. I got three men with me, and 
we saddled our horses. The horse I had refused to proceed. I could 
not at the moment get my own riding horse. I returned to a moun­
tain nam~d Klaprug, whilst the three men endeavoured to collect the 
cattle. One of my men fired a shot at the Basutos, consisting of 
perhaps 800 men. There was another troop of horsemen behind a hill 
that now showed themselves. We all fled now to David's ~erg. Gert 
Taaibosch with 14 Korannas joined my people, when we consisted 
altogether of less than 100 meu, and all took refuge in David's 
mountain. 

We found now that we bad the Basutos in front and rear-some 
having come on to the mountain to which we fled. We took shelter 
in a krantz ; but some of my people were still separated from the 
main body, and we had Baimtos between us. The Basutos kept up a 
steady fire, l,ut not being skilful they fired high. They spent much 
powder and lead. Four men went to a poort to see what was going 
on, and found another division coming. They defended the approach 
for a time, and then came to the krantz whure I was. The Basutos 
and my people now got mixed, and in the confusion it was difficult to 
distinguish them. One of my people shot two Basutos and took their 
horses. There was much firing. Gert Taaibosch's and my people, 
sheltered by the krantz, fired away till their gunpowder was finished. 
Letsie (Moshesh's son) was there-and with him there were some 
Bastards belonging to Carolus Baatje, of Platberg. Lotsie and the 
Bastards left David's Berg, and went towlll'ds my mountain to seize 
the waggons. 

A party of my men went to lie in ambush at a difficult point of 
approach to my mountain, where a path has been cut out of the rock. 
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To their surprise they found that a force of Basutos was above them, 
and they fled to where I was. David (my son) and his people were 
on my mountain, but they were nearly overcome at this time. The 
Basutos now got possession of the difficult points of access. and threw 
stones 011 my people underneath; and five women, one child, and two 
men were killed at these points. My son David with about 20 men 
found themselves hemmed into a corner by the Basutos. Their 
powder failed; the Basutos storml'd, and killed every man but two, 
my son David and Moshepi. David had a gun, and rushed to one 
division of the stonniug party, whPn it gave way. Moshepi had only 
an al"sagai; he dashed at another party, which also gave way. In 
this way David and Moshepi got separated, and neitlwr could help 
the other. David was now killt:'d, but Moshepi escaped. ~Iy m'phew 
was hid amongst the rocks; but the Basutos fired much at the point, 
by which he receiwd a musket shot on the slwuhlcr. The;;e affairs 
occupied the whole day till sundown. 

My son David was killed ahout noon. The cattle were in posSt'ssiou 
of the Basutos-somc on the mountain and sonw bHlow. The Basutos 
took away about -1,000 head of cattlt,: at the fi;;ht I had only about ;'>(I 
of my own people to def,md me, with H Korannas and 6 Bastards. I 
have about 800 fighting men, and Gert Taaibosch hi .. d almost I 00 
Korannas, but the people were iscartered o,·er the country. About 100 
head of cattle escaped from the Basuto;i. '!'he gr◄>nt body of my 
people were absent, and heing unprepared. wt>re not armed. On 
finding that the lllOuntain was attal'ked. they hid themselw;i. The 
spies had slept, and the people generally wen, 1p1ite uuprrpared. I 
do not know rightly how many of my people hnve been killed. I hid 
in the mountain ten dnys. l\foshesh wa~ there. I lived hy eating 
corn at a kraal that had been desortod. I found corn cooked. I nm 
sending a Ulan to enquire into the actual losses sustained. The 
Basutos left ou the twelfth clay, when I came with 60 men to ,vinburg 
on 29th November. I rode to Sir George Clerk, who was eneampod 
on Laay Spruit. Sir George treated me kindly-giving me an ox to 
kill, and ordl•rcd me to go to Bloemfontein till he should rt>turn from 
,vinburg. My brother was brought tefore Moshesh and killed. This 
is contrary to our custom. I hear that two of my wives, and two of 
mv son Dm·id's wives have been taken away bv the Basutos. I 
w~nt them bac:k. I likewise want my cattle ~ud· my people's cuttle 
back. 

I have always been faithful to Government. Moshesh was onco 
under me; then we disputed about a boundary line; then I fought 
against Gert 'l'aaibosch and beat him. Then my people divided, 
some going to Moshe;,h and others to Callooy. Gert Taaihoseh and I 
made peace, and so have Moshosh and I, from time to time, fought 
against each other till this day. MoshPsh will now have that I shall 
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pay him tril,utc as ho has paiJ tu rr.e; but I will not submit to 
Moshesh. On this account l\Ioshesh wants tc have my head. I have 
therefore come out of the way to hear what Government, which I have 
always oboyed, thinks of these thi11gs; and whether I am to get any 
help, considering that I have ever been ready to help Government. 
I have left two nwn in charge of the country. and wish to know how 
they get on with l\Ioshesh. I want a place of shelter in the mean­
time. If I SN' that all goes on well I may perhaps believe that, 
though l\Io;;hesh and I have fought, there may yet bo peace between 
us; but at the present moment I cannot trust him. 

I do not know where Gert Taaibosch is. In the night we were 
together; when we saw a man in front of us, who shouted, "'\'"ho are 
you ? " This startled and separated us. I have never seen him since. 

Letter from tlw C!ti1f Moslies/, to Sir G. Clerk, H. M. Special 
Co1111;1issioner. 

Thaba Bosigo. 11th December, 1853. 
YoeR ExcELLEXCY,-1 bt-g to inform you that the deputation of 

Sikonyela reac-hed Thaba Bosigo yesterday without acciclent, and that 
I accede with pleasure to the request of the Chief of the Ilatlokuas. 
I Jesire very much that pt-ace between Sikonyela and myself may be 
durable. Leraha is going to invite Sikouyela's people to attend to 
their gardens and other works in peuce, and to assure the Batlokuas 
of my gooJ dispositions towa1·Js them. 

Mark X of MosIIESH. 

Statu11ent of Scpamha and April. 
The bearers. two petty Fingo Captains by name Sepamba and 

April. request H. M. Spec·ial Commis8ioner to permit them to accom­
pany the Government when it leaves the Sovereignty. They were 
living in Moshesh's country when the la1e British Resident Major 
"'arden requested tht-m to join Her Majesty's Forces in war against 
the Basuto Chief, which they did, and after the engagement at 
Viervoet they were brought to the neighbourhood of Bloemfontein, 
where they have since rt-sided. They were obliged to leave all their 
tattle in Moshesh's hands, and have now neither property nor 
country. 

"~itncss: (Signed) PERCY CR.-1.trsE. 

Mark X of SEPAlIBA, 
Mark X of APRIL. 

I believe the foregoing statement to bo co1Tect. 
(Signed) HE:XRY GnEEN, Resident. 

Lett~r from .Jfr. Rubert Moj/iit, J1111iur, to the Cin"l Com111isbio11er of 
Blocmfrmit'i11. 

Bloemfontein, 13th December, 1853. 
S:u,.,-Having been requested by you to speak to Sepamba on the 
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subject of his removal to Kamastone, I have done so by the instruc­
tions of H. M. Special Commissioner. 

The chief of Sepamba's objections to removing at once was that the 
young children of his people would be unable to bear it, as the 
distance was considerable and the season hot. I could only quell his 
fears on this score by telling him that I had no doubt you would be 
able to recommend some plan to the Special Commissioner, in order 
to facilitate the conveyance of those children, though I did not mention 
any particulll.l' plan. If they could be assisted with one waggon for the 
purpose, it would greatly lessen their hardships in moving to such a 
distance. 

Sepamba further expressed his fears that they would be prevented 
by the hoers from halting to rest at different spots on the road. Of 
course I told him that the Magistrate would be happy to supply them 
with a general pass, or permission to halt for a few hours wherever 
they find it necessary to do so. 

He also expressed his fears of passing the Beersheba Institution on 
his way. I informed him that some arrangement would certainly be 
made to enable them to do so safely. I should think such an arrange­
ment desirable, if only to quell their fears. 

Such objections and one or two other frivolous ones having 
been overruled, as well as hi1, entreaties to remain 5 months, or at 
least 2, Sepamba consented to leave at the last quarter of this moon 
(which will be about the 23rd instant). I thought he certainly • 
required the interval to collect a few women and children who are 
among the Boers. He seems to entertain the hope held out to him 
that he would probably be provided with a little food for the road, 
and seed for the next season. 

He however thought that his people •would loiter, and some be 
reluctant to follow him. I merely assured him that as he, the Chief, 
was going, the Authorities would compel his people to follow him. 

The Chief will be here again in the morning to give me a list of 
his people, as well as of those under Matlomagolu, and the number of 
their stock; and to endeavour to decide as to the 60 parties who 
intend to go. I shall then hand over these statistics to you­
I have, &c. 

(Signed) RonERT MoFFAT, Junior. 

P.S.-I shall be obliged by your sending this letter or a copy for 
the perusal of the Special Commissioner. 

(Initialed) R.M. 

Inre11tory. 
List of men, women, and children belonging to the Hlubi tribe of 

Fingos now residing on the town lands of Bloemfontein :-Men, 24, 
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women, 39,children 76. In all 139 souls, exdusiveof several young men 
and a few families who are among the Boers. 

Cattle :-Horses 9, pack oxen 25, cows and calves 123, goats 59. 
(Signed) RonERT MOFFAT, Junior. 

Aci-0111tf of S,pr1111ba t/frm by 1.f<!for Wardl'II to Sir George Clerk. 
Tho Fing-o S(•pamba, for whom and his followers Your Excellency 

has obtained a location within the Colony, is a Chief of some note. 
About 20 years ago he came from the Natal country, and for a time took 
up his residence with the Korannas under Gert Taaibosch, but U})On 
being plundered by this lJeople fled into Moshosh's country, where he 
lived for some years. Sepmnba and his people, in common with all 
Fingos no matter what tribe they place themselves under, were 
hardly dealt with in Basutoland, and with the hope of bettering their 
condition took up their abode with the Platherg Bastards, acknow­
ledging Carolus Baatje as their paramount chief, and whom they 
ac.companied on tho Bastards leaving Platberg. Sepamba and his 
followers formed part of our native allies, and served with H.M. 
Troops in the Field. 

(Signed) H. D. WARDEN. 

Letta from Sir Geor9e Catlu·art to H. .Jl. Special Co111missio1U1r Sir 
George Clerk. 

Graham's Town, 3rd January, 1854. 
SIR,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 27th December 1853, forwarding copy of a report with two depo­
sitions relative to a case adjudicated at "\Vinburg by Mr. Thomas 
"\Vhalley Vowe, the"Resident Magistrate. 

Mattheus Johannes \Vessels deposes that in June 1851 three 
geldings and three mares were stolen from him. 

It appears that the said "\Vessels found one of these mares, the 
identity of which is not disputed, grazing in the spruit near the 
village ; that he took possession without any violence, it would seem; 
and lodged the mare, as being his own lawful property, in his own 
kraal or stable, where it would appear she now is. 

By the deposition of Barend Botes it seems that one Jacobus van 
der Hever had at some time and place not stated in the deposition, but 
which appears by the report to have been in the course of last June, 
become possessed of the mare in question by giving in exchange to 
one Captain Morakabi, a Bechuana, a brown riding horse, and that 
the mare so obtained was in possession of Mr. Van der Hever at the 
time the original and undoubted rightful owner recovered his 
property. 

The question was to whom the said animal ought to belong. 
As regards the point of law I should have thought there could be no 
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doubt, and the adjuilication of the case not being within my pro,·ince 
I should not have thought it necessary to record my opinion,-which is 
_however directly opposed to that of the Resident Magistrate,-had not 
that gentleman, as it appears to me, travelled out of his way to 
involve the matter by a reference to and misconstruction of General 
Cathcart's authority. 

All that General Cathcart's Proclamation of peace with Moshesh 
can imply as bearing on this question is that peace having been 
happily restored, the system of re1lrisals which was licensed during 
the war must cease on both sides, and the balance of captures 
within their respective boundaries must remain as it then stood 
between the Native Tribes on the one hand and the white i,opulation 
H. M.'s Subje<'ts within the Sovereignty on the other. 

It is manifest that without this amnesty necessarily implied by the 
word Peace, war would never be made to cease, but nothing was 
intended to interfere with th~ practice of the law within the boundary 
of the white man, as it stood prior to the war. The caution to 
organize for purposes of self defence for the prokction, security, and 
recovery of property in case of need, had only reference prospectively 
to the possibility of occasional marauding inroads, an<l the protection 
and actual pursuit of stolen cattle on such ocrnsions, none of which 
however, he is happy to think, have occurred during the twelvemonth 
which has elapsed since the Battle of Berea and the sulnnisiaion of thti 
Chief Moshcsh; but this pro,·ision must be viewed with equal justice 
to both sides, and the Native cannot bo deprived of the exereise of 
self-defence against unlawful ag!,>Tession within his own country. 

I also am of opinion that the black population within their own 
boundary are perfectly able to protect themselves, and do not desire to 
quarrel with the Burghers; neither do I doubt that when British 
support and injudicious and sometimes mischievous magisterial inter­
ference is withdrawn, the Burghers both from inclination and interest 
will desire no better than to remain on friendly terms with their neigh­
bours. 

Now as to tl.e point of law in the present case. Accoriling to the 
principles of the law of England and the practice in this Colony in 
similar instances, if a man within the Colony finds his own propt>rty 
and can recover possession of it without violence, he certainly eannot 
be deprived of it on any plea what1;oever. This is the present po:,ition 
of Mr. ,vessels, the ware being de jurc his own property, never 
alienated by him, though for a time missing, but now again de facf-0 in 
his own po!:lsessiun. 

As regards the claim of Mr. Van <ler IIever, I believe the maxim in 
law of careat emptor applies to it. His action might be against· the 
Bechuana Captain for the value of his light brown riding horse, but 
even if the enforcement of the law of property were practicable in 
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matters of such nice aJjudication in the blal'k man's 1,ortion of the 
Orange River Territory, or that a Resident Magistrate at \Vinuurg­
cou.ld be justified in undertaking it, the Bechuana Captain might then 
plead the amnesty resulting from the peace, which Mr. Van der 
Hever cannot as the law now stands, his case being simply one of 
meum and tuum between him and his fellow countryman, both 
residing within the jurisdiction of a Magistrate's Court. 

I am glad to learn that Mr. Vowe had previously requested to be 
relieved from the duties of Resident Magistrate at \Vinburg, for I 
certainly could not recommend the employment of armed force in 
support of what appears to me an illegal decision. 

Had the principle of compensation for loss by theft been admitted, 
and had it been possible or expedient to pay the full amount claimed, 
Mr. Wessels' claim to the mare and to the money also would no doubt 
have been inadmist!ible, for the mare must have been considered to 
have been purchased by Government, but as this was not the case, the 
,question is not influenced by the boon received by Mr. Wessels in 
consideration of his loyal services and losses. 

That the circumstance of the cattle,-the intrinsic value of which 
should be £2 sterling per head, the rate they would have realized in 
any market within the Colony,-having been sold in Bloemfontein for 
an average of 16s. 9d., rendered the total amount far less than I had 
anticipated; and I am of opinion that the elaimants will deserve an 
additional remuneration, and as far as I may have power and influence 
in the matter, shall have much pleasure in supporting any arrange­
ment you may think proper to make for this oliject. 

You are at liberty to make any use you may think proper of this 
despatch, or any extracts you .may think it desirable should be cir­
culated. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEo. CATUCART, Governor. 

Lefter from Sir George Catl1eart to B.M. Special Co111111issio11er Sir George 
Clerk. 

Graham's Town, 10th January, 1854. 
SIR,- ,vith reference to your Despatch of the 2ith December 1853, 

which, only received on the 2nd, I had only time to answer on the 3rd 
instant that part of it which related to the case of Mr. \Yessels, for I 
had three post departures, and much other business on that snme day. 

As regards that particular case I nequaintecl you with my opinion, 
that Mr. ,Vessels being in lawful possession of his own property 
recovered without any illegal act or even act of violence, was entitled 
to hold it and could not be legally deprived of it, and that in all points 
of the case my opinion was diametrically opposed to the decision of 
the resident magistrate of Winburg. 
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I need not enter furthPr on thn.t case, ancl I wish entirely to set it 
aside from the consideration of the general question as to the claims 
of certain persons for losses of cattle. stolen or strayed during the 
progress of a war of retaliation and re11risals whieh had prevailed in 
the Orange River Sovereignty during a space of two years, when 
those who were considered on the Government side set up a claim 
against the British Government which I always did think, and still 
consider, of questionable validity, and at all ewnts much exaggerated 
in amount. 

If we consider these as losses by war, you are aware of the impossi­
bility of any government, as a general principle, recognizing such a 
claim for compensation in its full extent. If England were to be 
invaded, granted that no doubt the ultimate and speedy repulse of the 
invader woulcl be the infallible result, nevertheless much devastation 
and mischief would befall the loyal inhabitants of the invaded districts: 
such things are the necessary consequence of war when it unfor­
tunately occurs in all countries, but no state is able to take upon 
itself to provide full compensation for such calamities, and therefore 
no such right can be or ever has been admitted ; but a benevolent 
government, and a sympathizing people may, and frequently have 
been found willing to afford, as a free gift, some compensation to the 
suffering part of the community, not for their loyalty, because that is 
a duty implied by their allegiance and the negative would be an 
opprobrious imputation, but willingly granted as a boon, and in 
grateful sympathy to those whom circumstances had placed in a 
position to rencler them the chief sufferers. 

Similar circumstances as you are aware have, alas, too frequently 
occurred in the course of this last quarter century, on this portion 
of the frontier, where I have now my head quarters, but were all the 
claims for compensation for loss of property in horses, cattle. houses, 
&c., admitted, set up too at a valuation estimated by the claimants 
themselves, a year's colonial revenue would scarcely satisfy their 
demands. • 

People who, on speculative motives, take up their abodes in dan­
gerous places must be prepared for risks and occasional calamities, 
and a border location contiguous to savages is certainly a position of 
risk. 

Now you will observe that I consider the case as one resulting 
clecicledly from a state of war with a power virtually independent, for 
facts would not justify our considering Moshesh as merely a subject 
in rebellion. I have never been able to find that he ever admitted 
that he was the Queen's subject prior to his last sulnnission, but 
on the contrary, he always styled himself "The Queen's Friend and 
Ally," until he was declared by the late Resident to be the Queen's 
enemy, and in a convention dated the 2ith January 1848, only a few 
days prior to the proclamation of sovereignty which is dated on the 
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3rd February 1848, the High Commissioner and the Chief Mo~hesh 
sign as high contracting parties, and in that document the chief 
speaks of his subjocts in contradistinction to those of Her Majesty, 
and certainly makes no admission of vassalage. 

This is not,· then, merely a case of rebellious subjects brought to 
submission, but a war terminated by submission and a restoration 
of peace between the two recently contending parties. 

Peace under these circumstances must imply amnesty, otherwise if 
petty reprisals or even vexatious claims for property taken as legiti­
mate prizes during war were to be sanctioned, peace would be no 
peace. 

Since the peace, reprisals on either side are no longer sanctioned, 
and for the last twelve months have I believe entirely ceased. Moshesh 
has shown himself as active in punishing such aggression on his side, 
when duly represented to him, as British authority ought to be on 
ours. 

If w~ take any other view, and consider the late war a case of 
rebellion, and that in fact the two parties were really the Queen's 
subjects and both equally amenable to her laws, and practically so, 
thon I have already expressed my opinion, that although the executive 
is bound for the protection of the subjel:ts of the state to punish the 
thief, the executive is not bound and never undertakes to compensate 
the loser by theft for the value of his loss. 

Setting, then, the questions of claim or right to compensation 
aside, I am prepared to consider the policy which you so strongly 
urge, under existing circumstances, of giving to those who may be 
really deserving some remuneration for their losses because during 
the progress of the war they became particularly obnoxious to tho 
enemy, owing as it is said to the policy pursued by the agents of 
Government, and suffered in consequence; considering also that very 
many of them are people whom at this moment it is of very great 
importance, in the amicable and satisfactory adjustment of the very 
difficult and delicate measure entrusted to your management, should 
be conciliated rather than disappointed. 

I am now convinced that, under existing circumstances, the interests 
of the British Empire and the intentions of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment will be best promoted by a prompt paJ!llent of such additional 
boon as you may think adequate, and considering the impossibility 
of waiting three months for the sanction of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment, although my last instructions limit my powers over the 
commissariat chest to £10,000, I do not hesitate in complying with 
your urgent request, and will make the necessary arrangements for 
supplying you with an additional £15,000, which I understand is the 
amount yoll' think may be required by warrant on the chest, on my 
own risk and responsibility, should you call for it, duly reporting this 
intention by the next post. 
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Before I doso thi::1, however, I must supply au omission in a quota­
tion from my ll'tter No. -H, November 9th, 1852, to Secretary Sir 
John Pakington, which you make use of not only in a 11:'tter to myc-df, 
hut, in your Dcspakh to the Secretary of State, of which you 
allowed ::ue the 1)erusal, you quote the words "restitution or compl•U­
satiou for stolen cattle." 

The context of the paragraph, and e~pecinlly the first sent(•11te, 
which you omit, will show that I then 011ly spvke " from iuformation 
which had then reathed me, as to what I wn;i then inclined to think." 

I had at that time no information as to the amount to be daimed, 
and it was not till I crossed the Orange River that I became aware of 
the enormous claims which the Resicleut had collected; and up to that 
time I only contemplated, or had been led to expect, some trifling 
addition to some two or three thousand head of cattle, which I was ll'd 
to believe was the amount of the outstanding claim against Mo;.hesh 
demanded by the Assistant CommissiJners, and of whic-h he had paid 
one instalment. 

I never admitted or approved the preposterous demands, amounting 
I think at first nearly to £50,000, and reduced by the board whic-h sat 
at Smithfield to £33.000, en'n after that reduction. as a daim. hut 
adopted the suggestions of the Assistant Commi;;siouers n.~ to the 
amount of flue to be <leman<led as au adequate 1wnalty from the Chief 
Moshcsh in the same manner as I had previou::;ly nrte<l in the rase of 
Kreli. 

And I think it of murh importanre, in respect to the establishmt?ut 
of a precedent, that whatevc•r you ma~• think it expedient :md right 
to give to the sufferers, they t<hould be di,;tinctly made to understand 
that they must rereive it as a boon and not as a right. 

Earl Grey observes in a Despatch to Sir Henry Pottinger, 15th 
June 18-!7 :-

" If therefore it should be proposed that we (Her Majesty's Gowrn­
" meut) should advanco still further, and in addition to the expenses 
" of war and of a constant preparation for war, should iud('Umify the 
•• colonists against all the injuries which their barbarous neighbours 
" may inflict upon them. I must at once say that this a11pears to me to 
" be a claim which is warranted neither by prece<lent nor by justil'e, 
" n.nd whith it would in the highest degree be inexpedient to 
" grant." 

It no doubt has occurred to you, that the mode ado11ted by the 
Resident for aseertaining the amount of losses by the enc•my, in the 
first instance was more likc·ly to obtain a maximum than a minimum 
result. By his diredious magi:;trates e11quin•d for daims aud ree~•iw<l 
dE-po.-itious as to the number of cattle uud c-nh-es, horses and foals, 
verily believed to have hecu captured by the enemy; but the deposi­
tions were as to a certain computation in £ s. d., of the value which 
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the owner put upon his own beasts: thus a foal of expectation might be 
put at a high price in the computation, whilst in the market it would 
not sell for five shillings. 

Again, that proof of the lost beasts being stolen at all, or still less proof 
that Moshesh's subjects- or allies had been the thieves, was in most 
cases an impossible thing; but what was subsequently proved to rue. 
hy personal obsaation as well as local evidence, was that the people 
on the imruedidfc}rontier of a warlike tribe habitually allowed their 
cattle and horses to run loose over vast tracts of country without 
herd!-'men, and not only without bringing them in at night, but, in 
many cases leaving them to increase and multiply as almost in a state 
of nature. and even in some cnses without counting them oftener than 
once a month. on which occa,-ion if such numbering should show a 
defalcation. I bc·liew. whether the loss resulted from straying, or was 
really orca:.ioued by theft. or in that case whether white man or 
bushman may ha\·e been the thi,)f, the deficit was charged against 
Moshesh. a:1i the claim registered as a case of sutfering loyalty. 

Upwards of 6,000 head of cattle, exdusive of calves, and some 
hundred horser; ought to have arrived at Bloemfontein after thP gmnts 
to Carolw; Baatje, Gert Taaibosch, and l\Ioroko, !1-nd these in any 
market in the colony would have brought £1 :2,000. The impossibility 
of driving- so mnny thousand wild cattle a four days' march through a 
de:,;ert without loss. must acc,iunt for the nmnbor sold by the commis­
sariat having proved so mueh less than that which left Platberg, 
whid1 is more than I think \nmld harn aft".ml.ed an t'qttitahle rE>stitu­
tiou in kind: that the di,;tributiou of a ree'titntion iu • kind was 
impossible must be mauifo,;t to you. 

That the cattle sold in the market of Bloemfontein only realised 
1 is. per hoad is the cousequeuce of the poverty of tb.e inhabitants of 
the country, but thi:. fact also should sen·e to cheek the owner's com­
put.1tiou of the value of his owu beast, by showing that many 
thousand finer oxen have bet'n sold in their chief town at 17s. a head. 
I ha.e, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CATUCART, Governor. 

Letter from tlie Sprci11l CQ1111111••1Q11Pr to Sir George Catl,carl. 
Bloemfontein, 10th January. 185:.1. 

Srn.-I hnve the honour to inform you that, arniliug myself of your 
prrmis~ion. I have pas!'-Pd down to K::unastone the Fi11go St,pmnha 
with his 2l folln,n,rs and 2lli ht'ad of eattle. It may be satisfactory 
to Your Exc,!lleuey that, in addition to the brief stutenwnt of ~t'pamba',; 
condition, with whieh in 8Pptem1Jer last I a,·companied his request for 
n locafrm in the Colony. I should 8uhmit a),;o tlw following partiPulars 
reg-ar1li11::-him. (Ree :!\fojor ,vartlen's !'tatoment on page 87). I 
h:we, &e. 

(Signed) GEOllOE CLERK. 
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Extracts from a Despatcli of Sir George Clerk ta tl,~ Duke of Ne1ccasfle. 

Bloemfontein, 14th January, 1854. 
During several interviews with the chief Moshesh when he was in 

my rnmp lately on the Caledon river, he, as on a former occasion, 
offered no observations on the subject of the intended withdrawal of 
the British Government from this position, until I drew his attention to 
the subject. It then appeared that he entertained no apprehem,ions 
that his independence would be in consequence endangered, or that 
the wild dreary boundary between him and the boers, which h11s so 
repeateclly been supposed to have been defined by the British 
authorities, although n~ver subsequently respected by either party, 
could be improved by further meddling with it. In short, he seemed 
to think that, unless it were intended to guarantee to him the restora­
tion of all the territory his tribe in former times had claimed without 
occupying, no danger to him could now result from allowing his 
relations with the boers to revert to the understanding which 
generally prevailed betwAen the boers and himself, before the British 
Government interfered with them. On the other hand, the boors 
residing on that frontier were averse to any more exact demarcation 
of those extensive tracts of country, from a sem1e of the advantages of 
trm,ting to availing themselves again of the fair, and eYen liberal, 
spirit in which Moshesh was accustomed formerly to grant lands to 
them on the easiest tenure possible, either on acquisition, or on transfer 
from one boor tu another ; and from an apprehension that if British 
authorities undertook to interfere further with their relations with 
Moshesh, it might be thought necessary also that British authorities 
should continue in the country to superintend them. Such were the 
opinions expressed by resident boors in respectful language, while I 
had there an opportunity, by means of peri,onal intercourse, ·of 
learning the sentiments of several possessing mueh influence and 
property in that quarter. Before my camp broke up many boors were 
vi,-iting the chit,£ in the tent I had appropriated to his uso ; and in 
some instances, he gave them solid proofs of his desire that they 
should revert mutually to the conciliatory measures which, uudor the 
emigrant government, regulated their intercourse. 

On directing the attention of the chief Moshesh to the subject of 
his future relations with Her Majesty's Government, and allowing it 
to appear truly, not only that I do not consider him to be a British 
subject, but that I do n1Jt comprehend his over having been so con­
sidered, no desire was expressed or manifested for the negotiation of 
a treaty. I thought it most advisal,le also tho.t I should not appear to 
press the point; and all allusion to suc.:h subjects terminated with an 
observation by his principal collllcillor in attendance to the effoct that 
the chief hoped I would leave with him a friendly letter when I 
departed from the Orange River Territory. The fact, I believe, is 
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that this chief feels wearied with the sense of trouble to his mind, 
and authoritative encroachment on hi!,! lands, having resulted from 
almost every instance of negotiation with British authorities. 

One of the reasons generally assigned for extending British 
dominion in South Africa has been to prevent the extinction of the 
rights of the natives. The knowled;e that British dominion has thus 
been enlarged proves acceptable in England. The extension makes 
manifest our power,-the motive, our benevolence. After awhile the 
measure becomes costly, inquiry follows, and it then is evident that the 
conquest has been the mere occupation of wastes almost uninhabitable, 
attended with constant inconvenience and expense to the State, arising 
from nothing less than the extinction of the rights of those natives, to 
protect whom was the motive or the pretext of the extension of 
authority. Apprehensions of such a nature, I conceive, may prejudice 
the mind of a chief in the position of Moshosh, and lead him to regard 
with distrust any more formal terms of agreement with the British 
Government than the good understanding now subsisting. For my 
own part I am of opinion that the advantages are considerable in 
leaving affairs between us and Moshesh on a footing which does not 
preclude a closer connexion hereafter, founded on a basis which time 
may show to be expedient and sou:.id. Meanwhile, I should anticipate 
beneficial results from the app?intment of a British officer to reside on 
this frontier, for the special purpose of serving as a channel of com­
munication between the British Government and the Basutos. as well 
as between the British Government and the republics north of the 
Orange River. He would also be the means of influencing, if not 
regulating, many matters in a way to opon out more than hitherto has 
been the caso, those channels through which progress may be mado in 
trade. in the acquisition of geographic·al information, and in general 
statistics. But his most important duty, and one in which I !.'hould 
consider that a qualified person in such a })OSition would in this 

• quarter have every probability of success, would be to promote good 
feeling amongst the tribes and states. 

It was with evident satisfaction that the chief received a remark 
made by me for the purpose of eliciting his sentiments regarding such 
a measure as this. He at once replied that he recognized the advan­
tages of intercourse through such a channel. But as it seemed to me 
that his observations wero tending to fix the residence of the officer in 
question in tho Basuto country, and, as various considerations suggest 
to my mind the benefit of having, at all events for some time to come, 
his ordinary residence within tke British boundary, in a position to 
visit with facility any tribe of natives. or any community of Dutch­
men, I abstained from further discussing this subject. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 
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Mem<rranclum. 

Mekuatling, 18th January, 1854. 
On the 17th instant, I had an interview with the Bataung Chief 

Molitsane, and communicated to him the object for which I had been 
sent to him by the Special Commissioner. Molitsane replied as 
follows:-

As peace had been made by Moshesh and permission given to 
Sikonyela to return, Molitsane for his part would not injure him ; 
though he had no confidence•in Sikonyela's remaining at peace. Had 
Sikonyela given himself up to Moshesh, his life would have been 
Apo.red ; but by omitting to do so, and taking refuge at Bloemfontein, 
he had rendered his caso more complicnted. Sikonyela was very 
foolish in not attempting to accompany the Special Commissioner to 
Jnmmerberg Drift, where he would have had an opportunity of be~ 
coming rcconeiled to Moshesh in the presence of sevf.lral of that Chief's 
subjects,-for this would have had a decided good effect among all 
the tribes. l\folitsane for his part knew what it was to be reduced in 
war, and though the young and more spirited Chiefs might entertain 
some feelings of re,·enge against Sikonyela, he himself knew how to 
forgive.-especially as he hntl so often iuter<·eded. with Moshesh for 
that Chief. 

l\folitsaue further considered it the war of Jloshes/1, waged "ll'ith 
Iii• 11!1frld and •prar," and he was the man whose acts towards tho sub­
dued enemy ,rn1tld most certainly be respected by all the younger 
Chiefs as well as Molitsane him;;elf. Therefore there was nothing- to 
prevl'nt Sikonyela returning to his Mountain. The four Batlokua 
Chiefs. Mota (Sikonyela's brother), Letlaha (his brother-in-law), 
Rat,,ehe, and :llokotlo, all of whom submitted themselni., to Moshesh, 
were in the quiet possession of their cattle and gardens. Sikonyela's 
wives had all been sE·nt off to the care of those Chiefs, his gardens 
were regularly attended to, and it was certain that a considerable 
part of the produce would be given to hiru,-in fact everything was 
going on as if Sikonyela himself were present. 

So far as the affair concerned Molitsane. Raliye suggested that 
Sikom·ela should send a message to Molitsane, and be (Raliye) 
would be happy to return it on the part of the latter. 

On my askiug Molitsane what he would do were he in the position 
of Sikonyela, he replied that he would go at once and gh·e himself 
up, as such a step would have great influence throughout the 
tril,e!'. e~peeinlly on l\foshesh and his younger Chiefs. 

A.ft<'r further conver;;ation I was led to think that the real cause 
of Sikonyela's not wishing to return at once was the circum!'tanee 
of hi" hrothn Mota retaiuing the greatest number of cattle, and 
the con~equent lik8lihood of his bt>ing in future regarded as the 
most influential Chief. 
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It may be as well to note also that Mosite, the Fingo Chief who 
remained, has gone over to Molnpo, one of Moshesh's sons, with 
several of Matlomngolu's people. 

(Signed) ROBERT MoFFAT, Junior. 

LettM" from the Special Co111111i8sio11er to the Cl1ief Moroko. 
Bloemfontein, 28th January, 1854. 

CHIEF Monoxo,-1 have had the pleasure to receive your letter of 
the 23rd by the hands of your sous. The interest which the British 
Authorities have always takt'll in your 'llelfo.re is felt in the same 
degree by rue. In our first inten·iew I apprised you of the opinions 
'llh1ch I entertain respecting your position. I '\\as induced to do so by 
friendly feelings, arising from having heard your character well 
spoken of. All that 1 ha\"0 experienced, since I have been here, of the 
conduct of your Barolongs, has increased my respect, because contem­
plating 'llith satisfaction your government of your people in this 
vicinity. 

I hope you will always continue to live on terms of friendship with 
your neighbours. I fo1111erly gave you my advice on this subject, and 
I shall take another 011portunity of again speaking to you regarding it. 

It will afford all your friends gratification to learn that you a.re 
proposing to build e. house of instruction for your people's good. It 
"ill be a pleasure to me to assist you with some means towards the 
completion of this laudal,le work. As soon as I have leisure, I will 
l!l'e and consult with your kind friend Mr. Ludorf on this subject. I 
rPniain your 'lle>ll wi:::her, 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 

Order of Her Maje&f!J i11 Council. 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 30th day of January 1854. 
PRESEXT, 

The Queen's most Excellent 1-fajesty in Council. 
Whereas Lieutenant-General Sir Henry George Wakelyn Smith, 

administrator of the government of the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope in South Africa, and Her l\Cajesty's High Commissioner for 
the settling and adjustment of the affairs of the territories in ISouthern 
Africa. arlja<"rnt au<l c-0ntiguous to the eastern and north-eastern 
fr()ntier of the said colony, did. on the 3rd day of February 1848, 
hy proclamation under his hand and the public s~al of the colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, proclaim and make known the sovereignty 
of Her Majesty over the territories north of the Great Orange River, 
including the countrie,; of M0t1hosh, Moroko, Molitsane, Sikonyele., 
Adf\m Kok, Gert TaaibM<"h. and of othrr minor <"hief", so far north 

II 
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as to the Vaal River and east to the Drakensberg or Qnathlamba 
mountains: And whflrC'as the said Sir Henry GC'org-P WakC'lyn Smith 
did, on the 8th day of Mareh in the same yf'ar. by another prodamation 
under his hand and the public seal of the said eolon~·. prodaim, 
declare, and make known the system containe.d in tho sai,l proelama­
tion for the governmC'nt of the territory betweC'n the Orange and Yanl 
Rivers, described as being then under the sovereig-nty of Ht>r Majesty: 

And whereas by letters patent under the great seal of the United 
KingJ.om of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing dote the 22nd of 
March 1851, Her Majesty did, after reciting the snid first-mC'ntionC'd 
proelamation, ordain and appoint that the said territories therein 
described should thenceforth become and be constituted a distinct and 
separate government, to be administered in her name and on her 
behalf by the Governor and Commander-in-Chief for the time being in 
and over her settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, or otherwise as in 
the said letters patent is provided; and did by the said letters patent 
ordain and appoint that the said territories should thenceforth be 
comprised under and be known by the name of the Orange River 
Territory; and did by the said letters patent, and by certain instrur­
tions under the sign manual bearing even date therewith, mako further 
provision for tho good governml"'nt of the snid territory : Am! whereas 
Her Majesty did, by n. commission undC'r her royal sign manual nud 
sib'"llet, bearing date at 13urkingham ralnre tl10 sixth day of April 
1853, in the sixtemth year of her reign, appoint ~ir Gt'nrg<> Hu1-sell 
Clerk. Knight Commander of the mo!'t Ilouourable Order of the llath, 
to be Her :Majesty's Speeial Commissioner for the settling and adjust­
ment of the affairs of the said territories dc-siguated as the Orange 
River Sovereignty : 

And whereas it has seemed expedient to Her Majesty, by and 
with the advice of Her Pri,·y Council, to ahandon and ronounre 
for herself, her heirs, and surcessors, all dominion and sovereignty of 
the CrO\nl of tho United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland over 
the territory aforesaid and tho inhnl,itants thereof, and to onh•r the 
withdrawal of all her offieers and ruinit'ters, military and ciYil, from 
the said territory, to the intent that the snid territory may bl'come and 
remain from henceforward independent of the Crown of the said 
ll'nited Kingdom: 

And whereas Her Majest.y hn.s acror,lingly. by her letters pnt<>nt 
unrler the great sC'al of the said Fnitcd Kingdom. bearing even date 
herewith, rornked and detcnninc-d the herein bt:'lfore recited letters 
patent of the 22nd March ls:; 1 : 

And whereas thC'l'e bath this duy been laid Lefore Iler l\fnjet<ty in 
Council tho draft of a proclamation to be promulgatC'd in the said 
territory, declaring the revocation of the said ll'ltC'rs 11ntent and the 
abandonment and renuneiation of her dominion over tlH' Faid territory 
in manner aforesaid (a copy of which is hereunder written): 
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" ORANGE RIVER TERRITORY. 

" PROCLA~lATION. 
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"Whereas we have thought fit hy and with the advice of our Privy 
C-ouncil, and in exercise of the powers and authorities to us in that 
bt'half appertaining, to abandon and renounce for ourselves, our heirs 
and successor.;, all dominion and sovereignty of the Crown of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland over the territories 
d(•,-ignated in onr letters patent of the 22nd March 1851, by the name 
of tho Orange River Territ,,ry, and have revoked and determined the 
said letters 11atent ac-eording-ly : 

"We do for that end publish this our Royal Proclamation, and do 
hereby dedar(.'I and make known the abandonment and renunciation 
of our dominion aud sovercitjnty over the said territory and the 
inhabitants thereof. 

" Given, &c." 
Her Majesty is thercforo plem,cd by and with the advice of Her 

Privy Council, to approve tho said Proclamation, and to order, and in 
pursuance and exercise of the powers and authorities to Her in that 
behalf appertaining, it is hereby ordered that the said Proclamation 
shall be promulgated by the said Sir George Russell Clerk on or 
before the first day of August next ensuing ; and that upon and from 
and after such promulgation thereof all dominion and sovereignty of 
Her Majesty over the said territory and the inhabitants thereof shall 
absolutely cease and determine, and Her officers and ministers, 
military and civil, shall with all couvenient speed be withdrawn from 
the said territory. 

And the most noble the Duke of Newcastle, one of Her Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State is to give the necessary directions herein 
accordingly. 

(Signed) 0. 0. 0REVILLE. 

E.xtrnct.g from Jlinufcs of a Meeting held at Bloe111fonfei11 on the 17th 
• Febrrwry, 1854 (prepnrafory to tlie ahand<>11111mt of the Som·ei'g11ly 

by the Britisli Goi-emmcnt). 
The Assembly wishes also 'to know what has become of the Treaty 

made with Governor Sir George Napier by Moshesh, which, as is 
reported, Moshesh has still in its integrity in his possession. 

His Excellency the Special Commissioner remarks: A war between 
two powers breaks all pro-exi,-ting trc-ntics. The British Government 
having since the date of the Napier Treaty been at war with Moshesh, 
the Treaty is at an end. 

Appt'ndi.x to !lie Conrenfion cnft>red into between H .. J[ Spuial CommiRRioner 
n11d tlic Repremliatirea uf f/,e J,ilwhitrmts of tlie Orange Rirer 

1in·itor.y on tl,e 23rd Ft·bruar!f, 185-l :- • 

MosuEsn's LINE.-ln doubtful cases, arising from claims as to tho 
n2 
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extent of any farm, on the Basuto Line, two persons may be 
appointed to arbitrate, the one on the side of the Orange River 
Government and the other on that of Moshesh.-The Special Com­
missioner will recommend such a measure to Moshesh, and any person 
who, after such enquiry, shall be found not to be entitled to the 
extent of ground which he claims, must be regarded as appropriating 
what he has no right to-and should it clearly appear that this appro­
priation has been ratified by British authority, the claimant shall in 
that case he entitled to indemnification by the British Go\"enunent, 
which is hereby guaranteed by H. M. Special Commissioner on the 
part of H. M. Government. 

Letter from tl1e Special Commis.qioner to tl,e Cl,ief Mosliesh. 

Bloemfontein, 24th February, 1854. 
CmEF Mos1rnsn,-"\Vhen I saw you near the Caledon River I 

assured you that on withdrawing from this Territory tho British 
Government continued to entertain towards yourself the same friendly 
feelings which have been expressed to you by Governor Cathcart and 
by me. 

It was apparent to rue, when in camp at Jammerberg, that tht:' 
Boers desire nothing more than to continue on the same good terms 
with the Basutos as have lately preYailed, and which were more 
remarkably adhered to before the annexation of this country to the 
British Government. 

In the exercise of the discretion vested in me by Her Majesty, I 
have now disbursed to the Boers, and other farmers, a sum of money 
in compensation for some losses smitained in 1851 and 1852, and trust 
that this measure will tend to allay any feelings of ill-will that may 
have remained in the minds of some sufferers. And I confidently rely 
on your recognising in this bounty a 1iroof of the earnest desire of Her 
Gracious Majesty to promote cuneord, and on your bei;t endeavours at 
all times to give full effect to this benl'voleuro. a quality which, it is 
well-known, Chief, that you eouspicuou,-1.r possess, and whie;h it has 
been very gratifying to me to observe. 

As I intimated to you in our last conversation, Her Majesty's 
Government intend to appoint a qualified person to a consular olHce Oil 

the Orange River Frontier. Though re:-idini within the British 
Territory, he will be at all times ready to conununicate with you, or to 
visit you and all friends. One of his principal duties will be to 
endeavour to })romote good understanding and kindly sentiments, and 
to be the means of removing an~ causes of irritation, which, if not 
adjusted, are apt to create out of small matters painful feelings of 
enmity and distrust. 
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I send this by Mr. Moffat, who will give you ovory further informa­
tion. I hope tJ have future opportunities of meeting you, and 
personally affording to you, as the friend of the British Government, 
my best advice on any subject regarding which you may desire it. I 
remain, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Ldter from the Rev. ~llr. Casalia to Sir George Clerk. 

Thaba Bosigo, 28th February, 18J4. 
YouR ExcELLLWY,-The Chief Moshesh requests me to thank you 

for your kind letter of the 24th and for the information which by 
)·our desire Mr. Moffat has given him. The importance of the change 
which is taking place makes it imperative on him to confer on the 
subject with his sons and principal vassals. He will take the first 
opportunity of doing so, and then write to you again. He will not 
however wait till that moment to express the desire that a plan may 
be made to afford him the advantage of seeing you once more before 
you leave these parts. 

(Signed) E. CAS.-\US, V.D.M. 

Letter fro111 tlie Rev. Mr. Casalis to Sir George Cla!.:. 

Thaba Bosigo, 4th March, 1854. 
YoeR ExcELLE.'i'CY,-The Chief Moshesh requests me to inform you 

that he is very desirous to have an interview with you, and that in 
consequence he will leave here next Sunday, the 7th, for Thaba Nchu. 
Your Excellency will have the kindness to let him know by a messrn­
ger, who can meet him at Moroko's, whether you wish him to go to 
Bloemfontein. 

(~igned) E. C'AS.U.IS, V.D.M. 

Letter from Sir George Cler!.: to tlie Chi,f .Jlosliesh. 

Blocinfontein, 4th March, 1854. 
CmEF Mos11Es11,-I am sorry to hear that Mr. Moffat found you not 

in the enjoyment of your usual good health ; but I hope by this time 
you are quite rec-overe<l. That gentleman intimated to you my inten-, 
tion that a public Officer exercising the functions of a Consul or 
friendly Agent would be stationed on or near the Frontier.. I trust 
that his position will enablo him essentially to promote amicable 
intercourse between all States, whenever such may be desired. He 
will also serve as a useful medium of communication between yourself 
and the British Government. Though within the British border, 
access to him, from his position, will be such as to render it easy for 
him to afford at all times advice and information regarding affairs 
external, that is, relating to other States near your own. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



102 D.\"I.TOL.\:).D ll.Bl'OIWS. L1B54 

I have recomlll<'Hlkll to the X L'W Guv,•r111nt•11t hl•rc that i11 ca;:o of 
any misunderi;tandiug regarlling Boundaries of Farms on your exten­
sive Frontier, it would bo advi:;ablo on every sul'h OCL'asion tha.t you, 
as an independent Chit,f, should appoint one impartial person on your 
own part, and that this Raad :should appoint a liko person on its part, 
for the arbitration of that particular case. This mode of 1•rocecding 
will, I am sure, appear to your just mind to be one well adapted to 
the purposA of cfiecting the desirable object of adjustment of 
differences. 

You may be assured that I have strictly enjoined on every Member 
of this Provisional Government ever to cherish a friendly disposition 
towards yourself, a Chief who, in former times, treated their country­
men with much kindness and liberality. I remain your friend and 
well wisher. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Memorand11111.-The l'hi,f Jlurol-o of Tl1aba Nclm. 

Bloemfontein, 11th l\Iarc·h, 1854. 
The Bnrolong Chief l\foroko, of Thaha Nchu, has always shown his 

attachment to the British G,)vernment. On its withdrawal from this 
Territory he expresses a desire to be furnished with some testimony to 
his good conduct. 

I consider it but just and proper, on the part of the British 
Government, to express my belief in his having faithfully served it 
during the annexation of the Orange River Territory, and of his 
constant endeavours to live on peaceful terms with the farmers residing 
on his border and the other neighbouring Tribes, as especially evinced 
during my residence in this country. 

I trust that the same state of feeling in all parties will ever continue ; 
especially as I am assured by many influential men in this Territory of 
their earnest desire to maintain friendly intercourse with the Chief 
Moroko, and to approciate his peaceful and inoffc-nf.'ive disposition ; 
and so long as Moroko and his people :rursue that commendable course 
of action, the English Government will continue to take an interest in 
their welfare. 

It is my full conviction of the merits of l\Ioroko, both in his fidPlity 
to the British Government and in the good condutt of himsoll and his 
people, that I recognise his claim to some further consideration of 
compensation for his losses sustained while acting in support of the 
Bloemfontein Government in 1852. I therefore propose to pay them 
some money compensation out of the sum now being distributed to 
other sufferers at the time of those losses. 

(Signed) GEORGE Cumx, Special Commissioner. 
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E.drads from a De.,patdt fJf tl1c Special Co111111is.jiu11er lo tl,e Secrdar!J of 
Stale fur !lie Col,mic~. 

Camp, Kaal Spruit, 11th March, 185-1. 
I fixed this day for the withdrawal of the detachment of Hor 

Majesty's Troops and official establishments. Accordingly I moved 
out this morning attended for a few miles by the members of the 
Provisional Government and the Chiefs Moshesh, Moroko, and 
Sikonyela. 

Thfl motives which procured me the visit of the two former Ka.ffir 
Chiefs during my last fow days at Bloemfontein will be stated in a 
future despatch. On their arrival their anxiety and doubts were 
considemlilo. These, however, after a few, though prolonged, 
conferences with me, seem to be quite allayed, at all events for a 
while. They, like most others, had been under the illusion which the 
Colonial newspapers had studiously created; for, the more time that 
elapsed during my inability to procure funds, and by some equitable 
disbur&ements to shew, at all events to reflecting persons, that Her 
Majesty's Government were in earnest, and so to enable competent 
persons to resolve on undertaking to govern the country without fear 
of being deceived, the greater of course was the success of the land­
jobbers in prolonging the state of suspense, so much desired by them. 
But, unsettled and app·rehensivo as the minds of the Ko.ffir Chiefs 
seemed to be on their arrival, their reception by the provisional 
Government, their spontaneous assembling together for the occasion 
of escorting me on the road, and their expressions of regret for my 
departure, and of promised good will towards one another, were 
somewhat remarkable considering the relative position in which all 
the parties coucerne<l, including the British Government, have for 
some yl•ars stood in transactions of much complexity and importance. 

The British <lctachm1.mt is encamped hero to<lay on its first march 
towards Colesberg, south of the Orange River, by the direct route. I 
propose to take another route in order to meet Adam Kok in the 
Griqua District. 

From Colesberg I shall dispatch to your Grace the details of mses 
proposed for compensation, as well as of the disbursements lately 
made on account of the losses sustained, as explained in former 
despatches, during the disturbances of 1851 and 1852. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Letter f,·om Sir Giwgo l'atlicart lo tl,c l'l1irf .Mosli~sli. 

Grahamstown, 13th March, 1854. 
CmEI' MosuEsrr,-1 am ahout to leave this part of the world, and 

return to my own cowitry, where the Queen commands my service in 
another capacity. 
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,Vhen I en!l'red :vour t·uuntry. 1t vexatious warfarp hatl tuo long 
prevailed between tho pt•ople of European origin nnd tho nntive 
tribes; and tht>:;e were, in many instan('es, warriu;::-with each other, 
to the interruption of peal'l'ful trading and friendly intercour~l', whit·h 
are things so neC'essary for the happiness and prus1writy ot nil parties. 

I then made known. by prodamation. that I rnme omungst you in 
the Queen's name to admiuiskr justice and right erprnlly to all; not to 
make war, but to settle disputes and establish the blessings of peace. 

Since that time, more than a year has passed away; and from that 
time you have been true and faithful to the promise I received in full 
confidence, and whith you have kept faithfully. As you have pro­
mised me, you have kept your people in order ; and, on the other 
hand, your neighbours of European origin have, from that time to 
this, resumed their peacdul relations with you. 

I thank the Great Creator and Disposer of all things that I was 
allowed to be the humble instrument in restoring this happy state of 
things, which I pray God may long continue. 

,Vhen I entered upon this task, I comman1l<·d all cla~se,i and tribes 
of Her Majesty's subjects to remain quiet within tlwir countries, and 
await and abide by my jndgmcnt and deci:siun. l<'or had I allowed 
them to take part, although I might have restored 1wac·o for the time, 
I should have left the seeds of futuro quarrels, which would have 
ripened into war as soon as I had with1lrawn the Queen's troops; and 
I am happy to think that no suth cause of quarrel lJetween yon and 
your neighbours now remains. 

My friend, Sir George Clc·rk, the Spel'ial Commissioner appointed 
by the Queen to withdraw the British sovereignty fwm the c·uuntrics 
beyond the Orange River, who writes to me in terms u£ high rcspel't 
for, and full confidence in you, has informed you of all the partil'ulars 
of this measure, and has made the ne('cssary anangemeuts with you, 
in all that concerns yourself and people. 

I will only remark on this subject that the Sovereignty rule was 
originally assumed by the British Government from the benevolent 
motive of benefiting the various people, European as well as native, 
inhabiting that distant country. But it has been found that, in a 
country so extensive and so remote, such interfl're11eo is calculated to 
do more harm than good in many ways, but especially by tempting 
different people or trib0s to quarrel with eaeh other, in hupl'S of 
British support being unduly obtained by the aggressor. But there is 
now reason to brlieve, that when the hopps of s11d1 intf:'rfr•rt>nce by the 
British Government are taken away, each party cannot fail to see that 
their own best policy and interest is, not to seek a quarrel with its 
neighbour, but to live on good terms with each other, and cultivate 
peace. ,v ar is only jn!it when it is necessary for self-defence, or when 
its sole object is the re-establishment of peace, with as little injury to 
unoffouding people as poi;sible. 
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That these are your own opinions, worthy Chief, I have reason to 
know ; for you yourself expressed them to me in your own true and 
eloquent saying, "that ~eace is as the rain from heaven, which 
nourishes the laud and makes the corn grow ; but war is as the hot 
wind, which dries up the earth and blasts the fruits of the soil." 

I rejoice to think that, as the enlightened paramount chief of many 
1wople, you have the power and the will to govern them according to 
their best interests ; whieh power you could not possess, unless they 
justly esteemed and respected you as their father. 

I rejoice to believe that you are, and always have been, well disposeu 
to the British Government, and a true and loyal friend of our gracious 
Queen ; and I will not fail to assure Her Majesty of this my favour­
able and sincere op.in.ion, as soon as I have an opportunity; and you 
may be assured that Her Majesty will ever be favourably disposed 
towards you, so long as you continue so. 

I request you t-0 remember me to your sons, David and Nehemiah, 
who 11re the only two with whom I am personally acquainted ; but I 
have also every reason to be satisfied with your son Letsie, who, since 
the peace, has on many occasions evinced his loyalty and good dis­
position in the most satisfactory manner. 

I rejoice also to believe that whilst you will, at all times, be disposed 
to use your best endeavours to preserve the peace, yet when the 
sovereign rule and interference of the British Government is with­
drawn from the countries beyond the Orange River, you will not be 
left without ample means of your own for the protection of your just 
rights. I request you to remember me to Mr. Casal.is and the other 
missionaries,-worthy men, whom you so wisely protect and patronise 
within your territories,-and assure them of my respect and esteem ; 
and in all matters of difficulty, or in relation with the British Govern­
ment, or your European neighbow·s, you cannot have more trustworthy 
or judicious advisers. 

I now take leave of you, great and enlightened chief, and subscribe 
myself, your sincere friend, 

(Signed) GEo. CATHCART, Governor. 

Conference bdice~n the Pr01Jiaional Government of the Oran9e Free State 
and t!te Chi,f Jloal1eslt. 

(From the Fricll([ of the Sorer1ig11ty of the 18th March 18-54.) 

The Provisional Government having written a kind letter to the 
Chief Moshesh, he came in person on the 9th March 1854 to Bloem­
fontein, where he was amicably received, and entertained on the 10th 
at a friendly dinner party together with his three sons, Nehemiah, 
David, and Majara, by the Provisional Government. After dinner, 
Moshesh begged to inquire whether it was expected of him to forward 
a written answer to the letter alluded to, or that he might be per-
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mitted to answer it verbally; in answer to which the Chief wns told 
that the latter would be not only satisfactory but highly gratifying. 

The Chief then addressed the members present as follows : 
" As soon as it was announced to me that the Governi::nent of the 

country had devolved upon yourselves, I wrote a letter to Sir G. Clerk, 
requesting permiRsion to have a conference with him, as I had 
started on a visit to Moroko. ,Vhen at that Chief'& dwelling I 
received an answer from His Excellency stating that he had not time 
to meet me. I at the same time received the letter of the Provisional 
Government signed by Mr. Hoffman, as President. I then determined 
to start with the twofold object of seeing Sir G. Clerk and yourselvea. 
Immediately on my arrival I saw Mr. Hoffman, and told him that I 
was gratified to meet him here. I then called upon His Excellency 
and told him tho re11.son of my gladness at seeing Mr. Hoffman here, 
inA.Smuch as neither I nor any one else had anticipated that he would 
be not only chosen a member, but even the head of the Provisional 
Govornment. This gratifies me, because this gentleman by his many 
years experience is intimately acquainted with all our laws and 
customs, of which he can not only avail himself, but enlighten his 
fellow members by that ex1lerionce. From the experience of the past, 
hints may be derived regarding what has been beneficial, and what, 
on the contrary, has caused trouble and disputes, whereby we may 
cultivate the former and avoid the latter. 

" My coming among you: with Moroko may satisfy you that I am 
anxious to live at peace with you and him. I have witnessed the 
contentions of Pretorius and Potgieter. Both b.l"e dead, and have 
never enjoyed the repose and freedom that you now possess. This 
was because those gentlemen sought to obtain their object by violence 
and war. They relied on the strength of their own arm ; you suffered, 
requested, and prayed; thence have you obtained more than you 
hoped for. 

"I have also noticed that Mr. Hoffman has feeble limbs, and must 
use crutches; but when all persons who were blessed with sound limbs 

• kept running backwards and forwards in times of disturbance, that 
gentleman stood his ground, stuck to his farm, and, honestly adhering 
to truth, fearlessly admonished and reproved at one time myself, 
and at other times the British Government; and though many, both 
of the blacks and whites, envied, hated, and persecuted him, he con­
tinued with his family to enjoy safety in the midst of all changes and 
tumults. 

" This sufficiently proves to us, that it is not strong and sound 
limbs that deliver a man from difficulty and danger, but that it is God 
who does so. It is doubtless this very fearlessness, truth, and upright­
ness in Mr. Hoffman, which becamo so genomlly known, that have 
occasioned my now finding him at the head of his countrymen. For 
he has thereby won the confidence of Sir George Clerk and of his 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



185-tj BASUTOL.\XD RECORDS. IOi 

follow Burghers. And even should he not be chosen for the Per­
manent Government, I still confidently hope that the Land will bo 
properly governed and peace maintained, ii tho rulers regulate their 
proceedings on principles of uprightness and truth, aiming at agree­
ment among themselves, and peace with their neighbours. 

" And although I have no right to teach you, I however earnestly 
desire that drunkenness may not prevail either among blacks or 
whites, and that you may establish yolll' Governmmit in the fear of 
God and of hia Commandments." 

President Hoffman here returned the following answer : 
" We thank ow: old friend Moshesh for the good feelings manifested 

by him towards us, and above all that he directs us to rely on the 
Supreme Ruler of all things. We shall endeavour, as far as human 
infirmity will permit, to prove by our actions that we acknowledge that 
King of Kings, the only source of truth and justice, and our earnest 
desire is, that you should do so likewise. 

" And, provided we ought, as you recommend us, to profit by 
experience, we would also impress on you the necessity for the 
adoption on your part of more stringent laws to check disorder 
and punish crime, before they get the upper hand, when it is 
far more difficult, ii not impossible, to conquer them. \Vithout this, 
neither will you be properly able to manage your people, nor I my 
burghers; nor will such be in the power of him who may on the 27th 
instant be appointed to succeed me. I can confidently assure you that 
we, as well as the Government who may follow us, will treat you with 
honesty and sincerity. • 

" I intreat you to do likewise, and to pray with us for the blessing 
of that God, to whom you have already directed us, and whose assist· 
nnce we both of us require for the maintenance of peace and order, 
and all othor blessings. I shall then confidently hope that all will go 
well, especially as I have personally known you for many years to be a 
man who loves peace." 

To this Moshesh replied : 
"I greatly desire that our conference of this day should be written 

down, and that each should keep a copy of it; in the first place, in 
order that your Assembly of the 2ith of March may see what you and 
I have here spoken, and secondly, that my children also, when my 
life shall have cume to an end, may still have my words with them. 
It is also my desire, since I have had the pleasure of paying you a 
vi8it, that I may receive a visit, after the 2ith instant, from one or 
more members of your Government." 

E:ctracta from a IJespafch of tlie Special Commissioner to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonie8. 

Colesberg, 28th March, 1854. 
While much of the encroachments or restlessness or rapacity alleged 
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against the Boers has been immensely exaggerated, it seems to have 
been altogether overlooked, that from the time of the first settlement 
of the Dutch Emigrants on the north of the Orange River, the Native 
Tribes there suffered far less than before from wars. Their seYCral 
feuds among themselves, and the invasion of their rights by other 
Native Tribes from the Interior, became greatly restrained, if not 
entirely prevented, nor was their exemption from those aggressions 
purchased at the cost of any injuries sustained by their proximity to 
Dutch neighbours. On the contrary a r.eciprocal feeling of respett or 
convenience was the existing bond. The Kaffirs did not steal the cattle 
of the Dutch graziers, and the latter did not go to war with the 
Kaffirs. This was followed by the introduction of British authority. 
But it was authority without sustained vigour, and control without 
consistent influence. From that time (18-18) encroachments, insecurity, 
plunder, and hostilities, have been continual, until the battle of Berea 
in December 1852. 

The only Treaty that has at any time existed between Kaffirs north 
of the Orange River, and the British Government, was that of Sir 
George Napier with Moshesh in 18-13, which has long been apparently 
set aside or disregarded, not only in its territorial stipulations, but in 
a provision regarding munitions of war to be supplied to that Chief's 
Tribe. Long prevailing hostilities however, which only ended with 
the battle of Berea, absolutely terminated those relations. As stated 
in my report of the Hth January last, Moshesh evince>d little desire 
for a renewal of any formally written instruments, and for the reasons 
which I also then submitted to Your Grace, it did not seem to me to 
be advisable to seek the adoption of any such principle of connection 
with a Kaffir State in the position of the Basutos. It may seem 
singular that this Chief has not shewn any desire to seek again the 
indulgence of a periodical supply of powder, but I have remarked that 
in the many interviews I have had with him, and the days we have 
passed in tents together, neither he nor any of his warrior sons ever 
sought to be supplied with any quantity large or small. This on the 
part of Kaflirs proceeds from no diffidence in asking for whatsoever 
they want, but it is in consequence of their being, like all other Tribes 
of Kaffirs, amply supplied by a barter, the profits of which will 
continue to attract the enterprise of Traders, until both Principal and 
Agent are subjected to punishments of real severity. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Proclamation. 
Colesberg. 8th April, 1854. 

Her Majesty's Special Commissioner having received a Despatch 
from .Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
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under date the 13th February last, transmitting an order of Her 
Majesty in Council approving a Proclamation, and ordering that on 
the withdrawal of her Officers, Civil and Military, from the Orange 
River Territory, the same be promulgated, to the intent that the said 
Territory may become and remain from henceforward independent of 
the Crown of the United Kingdom, the said Royal Proclamation is 
accordingly published and promulgated for general information. 

(Signed) • GEORGE CLER1', Special Commissioner. 
" At the Court of Buckingham Palace, 

the 30th day of January, 1854. 
" Whereas, &c., (see page 99). 

Letters Patent. 
(Published in above Proclamation.) 

V1croRIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom 
these presents shall come, Greeting :-

Whereas we did, by certain Letters Patent, under the Great Seal 
of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date 
at Westminster, the Twenty-second of March, 1851, in the Four­
teenth year of our Reign, ordain and appoint that the Territories 
North of the Great Orange River, including the Countries of 
Moshesh, Moroko, Molitsane, Sikonyela, Adam Kok, Gert Taaibosch, 
and of the other Ininor Chiefs so far North as to the Vaal River, and 
East to the Drakensberg or Quathlamba Mountains, should thence­
forth become and be constituted a distinct and separate Government, 
to be administered in our name and on our behalf by our Governor 
aJ1d Commander-in-Chief for the time being in and over our Settle­
ments of the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, as upon relation 
being had to the said recited Letters Patent will more fully and at 
large appear ; and we did thereby reserve to us, our Heirs and 
Successors, full power and authority to revoke, alter, or amend the 
said Letters Patent as to us should seem meet: Now know ye that 
we have revoked and deterinined, and by these presents do revoke 
and deterinine, the said recited Letters Patent, and every clause, 
article, and thing therein contained. In witness whereof we have 
caused these our Letters to be made Patent. Witness ourself at 
Westminster, the Thirtieth day of January, in the Seventeenth year 
of our Reign. 

By Warrant under the Queen's Sign Manual. 
(Signed) C. RoIDLLY. 

Letter frnm J. P. Hoffman, Esqre., Chairman of the Volk.wand, 0. F. 
State, to His E.rcelltincy Sir George RU8sell Clerk, Her Maj~ty's 

Special Commiationer. 
Office of the Volksraad, Bloemfontein, 14th April, 1854. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Council to request that Your Excellenc1 
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would be pleased to inform us what your intentions may be regarding 
the Chief Sikonyela. This Chief has been reduced to his present 
destitute condition partly by his adherence to the British Government, 
whose ally he has been, and upon whom he therefore has a claim; 
but we cannot permit him to continue to be a burden to the present 
Government. He has applied to us for a grant of land upon which 
he can live with hi» followl•rs. This request we h1we been obliged to 
refuse, as such a proceeding would be certain to involve us, within a 
short time, in hostilities with our powerful neighbours, his ancient 
enemies. 

\Ve have up to this time continued the rations fonnerly allowt'd him 
by the British Government, but, as we are convinct'd that by harbour­
ing this impoTerished and restless man, we continually endanger the 
peace of th~ country, we beg that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
devise some means to relieve us of the burden, as it would be an 
unchristian proceeding in us to drive him away, or to leave him to his 
fate. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, Your Excellency's most obedient 
Servant, 

(Signed) J. P. HOFFMAN, Chairman of Volksraad. 

Extracts from a JJespntch of the Special Commissioner to tl1e Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. _ 

Oude Berg, District of Graaff Reinet, 15th April, 185-1. 
Another leader whose name appears among those who, liko l\foshesh 

and several Native Chiefs, were held to have become British subjects 
by virtue of Sir H. Smith's proclamation of the 3rd February, 1848, 
was Gert Taaibosch. This man, the head of a band of vagabond and 
mischievous Korannas, who was reported in my de8patch of the 3rd 
December last to have joined Sikonyela, when attacked in the previous 
month by the Basutos, was, in his flight from that battle, killed by 
some of Moshesh's Kuffirs. 

As for Sikonyela, Chief of the Mantatis, he continued at Bloem­
fontein while I remained there, Moshesh had, at my suggestion sent 
friendly messages and cordial invitations to him to return to his 
country, and on one occasion Moshesh's sons came on this friendly 
tn1ss10n. The last day of my stay at Bloemfontein, Moshesh himself, 
being there, personally gave Sikonycla every assurance he could 
reasonably require in order to induce him to return. and to become 
henceforth an useful ally, instead of an implacac,le enemy. 

Molitsane, Chio£ of the Ilataung Kaffirs, is now living on good 
tenns with his neighbour Moshesh. 

Gert Lynx is still tho leader of a distant band of wandering 
Korannas. Their marauding habits will soon be controlled, should 
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they now indulge them, by the Boers on the north-east side of the 
Orange Rfrer Territory. But Gort Lynx and his followers did nothing 
to attract my attention whilst I was in their neighbourhood. 

Moroko, ehief of the Rarolong Knffirs, whose Territory is the 
nearest_to Bloemfontein. and midway between that plaee and Moshesh's 
country. has been so much involwd in the transnetions of tho British 
authorities around him, that hii, position now becomes one of anxiety. 
During the last eighteen months he has, like all the rest, been at peace 
with everybody. In all my interviews with him at Bloemfontein and 
his own village at Thnba Nchu, I have endeavoured to lead him to 
consider how to regulate his affairs for the future. British policy, or 
rather that of his missionary, Mr. Cameron, countenanced and carried 
out by the British Government, had placed the Barolong Tribe in a false 
and obnoxious position, somedmes towards Moshesh and the Basuto 
Kaffirs, at other times towards the Dutch Boers. My earliest inter- • 
course with him seemed to make little impression upon the belief he 
cherished that th@ British Government would still use him as a }>artisan 
and continue to maintain a subordinate Tribe in an elevated rank 
which had never properly belonged to it. I have persevered in the 
same tone of advice rs that in which I began, and latterly, when the 
tricks and contrivances by means of whieh the English speculators 
have deluded these Tribes into a belief in the continuance of Her 
Majm!ty's Government were exposed, Moroko percei\-ed that the time 
had come for the substitution of relations of a less perv{'rted and 
forced character than heretofore. His subsC'qnent conduC't has been in 
accordance with this view of his f'ituation. He recC'ived in an amicable 
spirit the overtures of his old enemy Moshesh, who stayC'd at his village 
two days early in last month, and both together proceeded thence to 
Bloemfontein. Moshesh there spontaneously taking Moroko's hand in 
my presence, assured me that by this, he meant to shew that hence­
forth he desired only friendship with Moroko. I may remark that in 
the character of neither of these Kalllr Chiefs is there anything 
insincere or artificial. l\Ioroko is moreover an unassuming and 
inoffensive mnn ; and my appreciation of his character has led me to 
take every occasion of recommending his intere,its to the protection 
also of the Dutch Government. 

I have now. I believe, noticed all the Native Chiefs who appear in 
the rt>cords of our Orange River transactions as seeking British 
mediation; who Wt're in consC'quence proclaimed subjects of the 
British Government ; who resented such usurpation by plundering 
the cattle and homesteads of their white fellow suhjects; who were in 
their turn overrenchl'd by the latter encroaehing 011 Kaffir lands under 
countenance of British administration: nnd finally, who hm·e, every 
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one of them, I believe, during tLe five years of annexation, and a 
complicated confused state of affairs, naturally arising from the 
emburassments of a false position, been sometimes opposed to, on 
other occasions co-01>erating with the British Authorities when engaged 
in hostilities against some of the others. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, Special Commissioner. 

Letter from the President of tl,e Orange Free State to tlw C!tirf .lfos!tesh. 

Bloemfontein, tusschen 19 en 21 April, 185-1. 
OPPERnooFn,-Ik heb den beer J.M. Orpen verzondt om met u te 

spreken en u te zeggen hoe onze Vergadering nfgeloopen is. De beer 
J. M. Orpen zal ook met u spreken over eenige zaken die noodig zijn 
tot verdere bewaring van rust en vrede die wij allen op 1>rijs stellen 
tor bevordering van de welvnart van u en ons, en ik hoop en vertrouw 
op uwe hulp nnar dat mogt noodig zijn. Ook zal eene vriendelijke en 

• welgemaende raad van uwe zijde door mij nangennam ontvangen en 
overwogen worden die tot dat einde bevordelijk knn zijn. lk heb, 
enz., 

(Geteekend) J. P. HoFrnAN. 

Letter from tlw Prrside11t of tl1e Oran_qe Free State to tl1e Cl1i1f Mosl1esl1. 

Gouverneruent11 Kantoor, O.V.S., den 5den Mei, 1854. 
OPPERuoom,-Het was mij aangenaam het voile rapport te hooren 

van den he.:-r J. M. Orpen, lid van den Raad, die mij uwe woorden 
gebragt heeft. 1k dank UEd. voor uwen niendelijken rnud om eerst 
een minzamo weg te probeeren met "'itsie; dat is juist wnt ik wil 
gehnd hebben. Dnnrom neem ik u aanbod nan, en ik zend andermaal 
den beer J. M. Orpen om te zamt>n met een invloedhebbend en Ter­
istandig man van UEd. zijde mede te gnnn unnr ,vitzie om te zien 
geznmt:>ntlijk wat kan gednan worden om de zaken in wrschil te 
wrhelpen. 1k zend aan UEd. eenigo van ouzo wetten die wij 
gemankt hebben. 1k heb, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. P. HoFnIAN. 

Letter from tlie President of the Orange Free State to Mr. J. .Jf. Orpm. 

Gouvernements Knntoor, O.V.S., den iden Ml'i, 18-H. 
Hooo ED. HEER,-Het is met groote satisfactie dat ik u mijnt'n 

dank betuig voor de gewigtige dionst die u aan den Stant hC'bt bewe­
ZC'n in uwe zending naar Moshesh. En omdat UHEtl. zoo wl'l 
geslangd zijt en Moshesh ZC'lfs u terug verlangt naar Witzie. zoo 
wrzoPk ik u om, indien mogPlijk, nog heden daarheen te VC'rti-C'kken, 
om to zien het drC'igC'nd gC'rnar te kC'eren. Ik biede u sled1ts £ 18 u.nn 
Yoor nllt• uwe onkosten; meer kan ik niet, maar hoop dut de Hoog 
Ed Rand na uwe dit'nst nllt'S wel znl on-rwC'gl'll. lk lwh, enz., 

(O<'h'C'kentl) J. P. Ho1-n1AN. 
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Lttter from tk President of th~ Orange Free State to the Chief Moshuh. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 30sten Mei, 1854. 
OPPERHoorn,-Ingesloten zend ik a.an u eene copij van eene klachi 

van den beer H. Mentz, Veldkornet, waaruit gij kunt zien dat 
Moletzee, Kaptein van Beerseba., met 10 man op de plaats van Hendrik 
Mentz is gekomen en zich bemoeid heeft met een geschil tusschen den 
beer Mentz en Hendrik Nortje een Bastaard. 

Ik verzoek u om aan Moletzoe order te willen geven om zich niet 
met zulke zaken te bemoeijen ter voorkoming van onaangename 
gevolgen. Het zal mijne pligt worden om Hendri~ Nortje met 
geweld te verjagen als hij niet goedwillig weggaat. Dat ik echter 
zeer ongaarne doen zal zoo lang er een antler middel is, waa1·om ik 
mij eerst tot u vervoeg om van deze onaangename pligt verschoond te 
blijven. 

Ik heb nog geen berigt van den beer Orpen, ofschoon ik hoop dat • 
uwe tusschenkomst alles reeds zal geschikt hebben. Ik heb, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. P. HOFFMAN. 

Conduct of Wit,i. 
(From the Frimd of tlie 81J1Jmignty of 17th June 1854.) 

The upshot of the investigation on the Winburg border is that 
Moshesh's brother Moperi accompanied Mr. Orpen to the kraal of the 
Kaptyn Witsi. The farmers, having received correct information of 
the real intentions of the Chief Moshesh in approaching that locality, 
complied with the request of Mr. Orpen that they should meet him 
and Moperi at Witsi's. That Kaptyn promised to produce hie troops 
of cattle for the purpose of affording the fa,rmers an opportunity of 
picking out stolen cattle. The day and the hour fixed came, but no 
cattle w&re forthcoming; and on inquiry being made it turned out 
that Witsi's people had taken their cuttle away to a high mountain. 

Mr. Orpen has returned to Bloemfontein, and from what we have 
• been led to understand we are disposed to think that the investigation 

will prove useful. 

Letter from the Government Secretary, Orange Free State, to the Chief 
Jfosheah. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 2iston Junij, 1854. 
OPPERHOOFD,-Heden morgen ontving ik eenen brief van den 

Landdrost van Smithfield, die mij meldt dat er groote twist is tusschon 
Knptijt Moeletzee en een van onze burgers met name F. van Dijk. 

De landdrost zendt mij twee brieven door Moelotzee aan Van Dijk 
geschreven. Ik kan niet zeggcn of Van Dijk regt of onregt .heeft 
gchandeld, maar al is het dat Yan Dyk niet goed heeft gedaan, dan 
nog moet ik mijn spijt te kenuen geven dnt Moeletzee zulke stoute 
hri<'ven schrijft. Waarom klaagt Moeletzoe niet bij den Landdrost, 
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of hier op het Kantoor? Dan zou hem regt gedaan worden a1s hij 
regt heeft, en de zaak kon zonder twiston afgedaan worden. 

lk zend u copij van de brieven van Moeletzee, dan kunt gij zelf zien 
wat hij schrijft. , 

• Gij zult opmerken dat Moeletzee zelf gelooft dat de paarden schade 
hebben gedaan; want hij zegt Van Dijk had de paarden bij hem 
moeten brengen dan kon hij de 11chade van Van Dijk betnald hebben, 
en in dea anderen brief van den lOden Junij zegt Moeletzee hij heeft 
geen geld om de panrden uit de schut t.e lossen. Dit is niet opregt 
van Moeletzee gezegd. Als hij de schade kan en wil betalen dan kon 
hij ook het schutgeld betalen. Maar om op dezen oogenblik niet 
angstig te onderzoeken wie de meeste schuld heeft, en om een einde 
aan den twist te maken, heb ik aan den Landdrost van Smithfield gelast 
om de paarden aan Moeletzee af te geven indien hij daarom stuurt, en 
om uit de kas van het Gouvemement aan den schutmeester de dertig 
shillings te betalen. Maar ik behoud voor mijn Oouvernement het 
regt om die zaak later te doon onderzoeken, en van den schuldigen (zij 
hij Van Dijk of l\Ioeletzce) de terugbetaling te vorderen van het geld 
dat ann den schutmeester voor de paarden is betaald. 

De President Hoffman is niet t'huis, en daarom geef ik u van deze 
zaalr konnis, en verzoek u vriendelijk dat gij u zoo veol met die zaak 
wilt bemoeijen als leiden kan om onnoodige twisten voor to komen en 
den vrede te bewaren. Ik heb, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. GnoENENDAAL, Staats Secretaris. 

Letter from the Goi•ernment Secretary, Oran,qe Free State, to the Acting 
Oolonial Secrefar!/, Natal. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den lOden Julij, 1864. 
WEL En. HEER,-Ik heb de eer de ontvangst op heden tc erkennen 

uwer letter van den 6dcn Mei jl. Zt>er spijt het mij dat er zulk een 
geruimen tij<l tusschcn doszelfs verzending en ontvangst alhier is ver­
loopen. 

De Staats President is reeds voor 3 weken op reis gegaan om de 
zakcn in den uwen vermeld op de plaats zclven te ondcrzockcn. In 
df'n naam van mijn Gouvernement verzoek ik u Zijn Ex. den Luit. 
Gouv. dank te zeggcn voor de vriendschap en goede intentie in gemelde 
missieve aan den dag gelegd, terwijl ik u de verzekering durf goven, 
dat dezerzijds gaarne elke gelegenheid zal worden aangegrepen welke 
van eene gelijke bedoeling kan doen blijken en die strekken Jean om 
de belangen der wederzijdsche onderdanen. tegen over den gemeen­
schappelijken gekleurden vijand te behartigen. Ter meer bepaalde 
beantwoording van den uwen diene het volgende : 

Het Opperhoofd Witzie bevindt zich in het grondgebied vtt.n dezen 
Stal\t maar nict met toestemming van het vorigo Gouvernement en nog 
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minder van het tegenwoordige. Menigvuldig zijn reeds de klachten 
der burgers van dezen Staat over de gr.pleegde rooverijen door dat 
Op1>erhoofd en zijn volk weRhalve hot ook bier eene algemeeue wensch 
is om op eenige wijze dien stam minder govaarlijk en lastig te 
maken. 

De persoonlijke tegenwoordigheid van den President op dezo stond 
zal, naar mijn oordeel. geen amlor effect hehben dan hoogsten de uit­
levering van bet gestolen vee; zoo dat ik het steeds tot nlgemoen 
welzijn in de toekomst van het hoogsto belang a1·ht dnt Z. Exe. do 
Luit. Gouv. zijne nandacht aan <lit on<lerwerp sehenkt om gezmu,mlijk 
met mijn Gouvernement zulke doelbetrt>ffende stappen te nemen ale 
meest voor beide eene betere toekomst kan verze>keren. 

Het zal mij aangenaam zijn eene bepaalde propositie te dien e>ffekte 
te mogen ontvangen. en aan mijn Gouvernement te kunneu voor­
leggen. 1k heb, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. GROENEZ.."DAAL, Staats Secretaris. 

Letter from the President of the Orrlllf/B Free State to the Chief Moshesh. 
Gouvemements Kantoor. O.V.S., den 27sten Julij, 1854. 

0PPERuoorn,-Met dozen gcef ik u kennis dat ik voornem1:1ns ben 
om Mnandag den l4den Augustus hij u to komen, om met u te spreken 
over klachten en geschillen tegen "'itsee, Paulus Moperie, Molitsane, 
de Kornnnas, Moeletzee, en de dieverijen lungs de grenzen. Ik ben 
met nchting, uw dienaar en vriend 

(GeteekPnd) J. P. HoFFM,L~. 

Proposed t·i11it of tlie PrcRidmt of the Free State to th~ Cliief Mode11h. 
(From the Friend of the Sorrreig11ty of 29th July, 1864.) 

The President is, we understand, about to proceed to Moshesh's to 
arrange for the removal of some Basutos and Korannas near Molit­
sane's, who have, it appears, squatted themselves on farms that had 
been abandoned. The President and the Chief Moshesh would have 
met on the spot by appointment, to inquire into and settle this matter; 
but the Caledon River having been full, they could not meet on the 
day and at the place appointed. 

E.rfrncftr from a IJeRpnlch of the Special Co111111i.sRio11er to tl1e Secretary 
of State for tlie Colonic.~. 

Graham's Town, 11th August, 1854. 
A('ting in subordination to 11im (the Bl'ifo1h Agent), n })r◊perly 

qualified person, in a similar mpill'ity, r1•si1ling with the Chief of the 
l 2 
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powerful tribe of Basutos, would in my opinion be another advisable 
measure. The following is the scale of establishment which I would 
recommend for this latter appointment : 

Personal salary 
Office Establishment and travelling allow­

ance, &c. 

.£400 per annum. 

150 ,, 

Total • . .£550 per annum. 
Whlle the presence of such an agent would be advantageous to 

British interests in that quarter, such a Counsellor is much desired by 
Moshesh and the influential men of his (Basuto) Tribe ; and it may 
seem rather remarkable that, on the part of the French Gentlemen 
who have so long resided there as Missionaries, this proposal was still 
more pressingly urged in a conversation which, after my departure 
from the Orange River Territory, I held with Mr. Arbousset, with 
whose estimable character Your Grace will ha\"e becomo acquainted 
through the reports of Governor Cathcart. I do not ascribe the 
anxiety which is felt for retaining this sort of connection, sen-ing as a 
manifestation of good feeling existing between the British Government 
and the Basuto Chief, to any apprehension entertained by him or by the 
French Missionaries that thoir Dutch neighbours will attempt to 
oppress them. The Basutos feel themselves to be too str.,ng in their 
numbers, their valour, and in the nature of their country, to fear that 
an attempt of invasion of their rights by the Boers will be the conse­
quence of the latter having been left by the British Government in 
independence. But a continuance of general peace and tranquillity is 
the real object which prompts the expression of this wish; and it is . 
rightly considered by Moshesh that the proposed measure would be an 
additional check on those unfortunate misunderstandings, and clashing 
or sordid schemes, that for some years past have had 1.10 baneful an 
influence on public affairs in those Ten·itories. 

I am fully persuaded that no other system of policy is better cal­
culated to serve as a precaution against those outbreaks or alarms 
which repeatedly ha\"e been the oc:tnsion for an enormous increase of 
military charges, and to establi,,;h peace on a stable foundution. And 
although the British Govcrnmont may be said no longer to have a 
di;ect interest in the concerns of the ivho.bitants, whether white or 
black, in those countries, I presume it will ever be disposed to impart 
its welcome counsel or timely admonit.ion, where character and habits 
afford every assurance that some civilizing effects must ensue from 
constant European intercourse. Whether those effects prove righteous 
or nefarious, a blessing or a calamity, will ever dopend of course on 
the means employed to promote civilization. '!'he Kaffir considers, 
nnd with much renson, that the grent lei;;son to be learnt from his rast 
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experience of European neighbourhood is not that which inculcates a 
scrupulous adherence to the principles of justice and good faith. It 
is time that the British Government should make amends by the 
employment of disinterested agents, whose private advantages will 
not clash with the strictest rules of equitable and unbiassed conduct. 
This can only be accomplished by incurring some moderate expense. 
But setting aside the consideration of higher motives, the sacrifice 
ought to be the more readily made, since it may, I conceive, be set 
down as certain that, without it, nothing will avert the renewal after 
a time of enormous expenditure for suppression of disturbance em­
broiling the British arms on the Eastern frontier. In the north 
Moshesh's spirit is now friendly. He is relieved from the irritating 
interference to which the measures of our Orange River Government 
so frequently subjected him and other Kaffir Tribes subordinate to 
him. But he ought not to be left alone. He does not desire or 
deserve to be regarded with that degree of indifference or neglect. 
Such reserve on our part will naturally tend to direct his regards to 
alliances not yet subsisting between him and the Kaffir Tribes, the 
most powerful of which now entertain a growing respect for him, and a 
very different sentiment towards us. But time and a steady display of 
strength, and of that disinterestedne1:1s which Governor Cathcart's 
doctrines prescribed and all his measures were intended to enforce, 
together ";th the moral effect of the councils of the Chief Moshesh 
and the exercise of his great influence over other independent Tribes, 
being guided and regulated by the friendly advice of the British 
Government, would, I believe, win even these Kaflirs to confide in us. 
Moshesh is well disposed to do so, and I think that an impartial system 
of non-interference calculated to promote in this country the ends of 
confidence and peace, is not only the most becoming the reputation of 
the Government of Great Britain, but the most compatible with its 
interests of every kind. I therefore presume once more to recommend 
these measures to the favourable consideration of Her Majesty's 
Government, and that for the present at least whoever may be Her 
Majesty's Representative in this Colony may be authorised to disburse 
annually from the Imperial funds, as a charge not only essential but 
strictly economical, the moderate sums which I have proposed. It will 
be time to remind the Legielature of this Colony that the application 
of this amount of means for the attainment of pacific relations exter­
nally will be a part of its best foreign policy, when it has had reason­
able time allowed for maturing plans of internal protection which as 
yet it is not even occupied in devising. 

(Signed) G:sono:& Cl.KRK, Special Commissioner and 
Acting High Commissioner. 
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Minutes of a Conference between t/111 President of the Orange Free State and 
the Chief Moshesh. 

Thaba Bosigo, den 16den Augustus, 1854. 
Present: De Hoog Edele President, 2 Vrederegters, 4 Veld­

kornetten ; aan de andere zijdo de Opperhoofd Moshesh, 5 van 
zijne zoons, 3 Raadslieden, 1 van zijn broe<lers, een van Witzee 
Kaptijn. 

De Hoog Edele President bedankt Moshesh voor zijne goedwillig­
heid en bereidvaardigh9id door met den heer Orpen medetegaan op 
verzoek van den President om te onderzoeken de roovorijen door 
Witzee en zijn volk gepleegd op de burgers van de Vrijstnat, en zijne 
declaratie van schuld van Witzee, dat hij ook weigert Witzee in zijn 
land te ontvangen voor dat hij Witzee de boete op hem gelegd door 
den heer Orpen betaald zal hebben. 

De President geeft zijn leedwezen te kennen dat Witzee daaraan 
niet voldaan heoft, en vraagt Moshesh of hij nog iets in de zaak doen 
wil. of zijne handen goheol van \Vitzee aftrekken. De onderhan­
deling aan de zijde des Presidents is ten ein<le. Hij knn niets meer 
doen dan Witzee tijd geven nan de uitspraak van den heer Orpen te 
voldoen, en zt>gt verder dat de Lui tenant Gouverneur van Natal klaagt 
ook over rooverijen van "\Vitzee in zijn Distrikt. 

Moshesh declareert dat Witzee gehoel onafhankelijk van hom i$, en 
gt>en hulp van hem ontvangen nog schuilplaats hebben zal voor dat 
hij met de Bur"ers afl,!'erekond hoeft; maar vraagt of hij Jan Kaptein, 
den breeder van "\Vitzee, met zijn volk en vee en land nemen kan, 
terwijl daar geene klagten tegen de gemel<le Jan Knptyn zijn, dam· 
de Burgers het regt hebben zal om het vee van gemelde Jan Kn1>tyn 
door te zien voor hij zijne plnats vorlaat. 

Jan Knptyn kwam in persoon voor, en herhnalde het verzoek van 
Moshesh om de District van Elands Rivier te verlaten, en zich onder 
Moshesh te begeven. 

De President doorzoekt nu lijsten van gostolon vee, zooals _zij aan 
den Heer Orpen ziiu ingeleverd door de respectieve Veldkornetten, 
vindt geene klngten tegen Jan Kaptyn, en staat het verzoek toe, onder 
conditie dat hij zich verre van \Vitzee nederzet en vreedzaam leefde. 

Moshesh verzoekt nog eens dat twee personen gezonden worden 
na.ar Witzee met Jan Kaptyn, om hem de uitslag van de vergadering 
bekend te maken, te zien of hij genegen is zich de boete te onder· 
werpen. 

De President weigert een man van zijne zijde te zenden, terwijl 
Witzee den Heer Orpen eenrnaal bedrogen heeft, het vee niet uit­
geleverd had volgens zijn belofte, maar heeft er niets tegen dat 
Moshesh een man zendt om Witzee te zeggen dat hem twee maanden 
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tijd gegeven wortlt om aan de boete te voldoen, want hlj begeert niet 
te weten wat \Vitzee zegt maar wat of hij doen zal. 

Besloten dat Moshesh de uitslag van Witzee rapporteren zal naar 
Bloemfontein. • 

Hij doet verder eene aanspraak aan zijn volk, en de vergadering 
adjourneerd. 

De vergadering opent als gisteren de 1 7 de Augustus 1854. 
De President brengt eenige klagten voor tegen Molitsane over 

rooverijen, den Korannas schade gedaan op boeren plaatsen. 
Moshesh besloot drie mannon af te zenden om de zaak te onder­

zoeken, en Molitsane te gelusten de kwaa<ldoeners te straffen na 
bevinden van zaken. 

Ook dat Paulus Moperie en andere vollt aan de Wittebergen, 
Distrikt Winburg, ingetrokken zijn met vee op het gekochte grond 
van Rantsani. 

Na een langen gesprek omtrent de wettigheid der koop, is door 
Moehesh besloten dat de koop wettig is, en de grond den Vrijstaat 
toebehoorende zoo ver de menschen bewoonden. Hij geeft orders dat 
alle naturellen terug moeten trek.ken met hun vee, en de burgers 
o:agestoord moeten laten. Als ook dat Molapo zjjn zoon nabij de 
grenzen gaa.t wonen om te beletten dat de Burgers niet gehinderd 
worden, en alle kleine klagten van de Burgers aan te nemen tegen 
de naturellen, en te veroffenen in vervolg van tijd. 

De rooverijen in het District Smithfield worden voorgebragt door 
den President, als gepleegd door Hottentotten, Bosjesmans, en 
Basutos. 

Na eenig gesprek is bosloten om eene vergadering te houden nabij 
de grenzen op de plaats van Raporto, op den 2lsten dezer. Job, de 
broeder van Moshesh, en David, zijn zoon, worden gemagtigd om met 
Letsie na bevinden van zaken de dieven te straffen, alsook hot gestolen 
vee na. te sporen. 

De President doet een voorstel om een pas wet in te voeren. 
De Vergadering adjourneerd tot den avond om over dezelve te 

ra.adplegen. 
De V ergadering opende als volgt :-
De President brengt voor de noodzakelijkheid om een wet te maken 

da.t geen Natural in den Vrijstaat zal komen zonder pas geteekend 
door de zendelingen waa.rin op de blanke pla.atsen ingevuld zal worden 
de datum, namen der veroorloofde personen, het getal vee dat zij bij 
zich hebben, de plaats da.ar zij na toe gaan, en het einde waartoe zij 
verlof hebben. 

Na eenig gesprek is besloten dat een pas wet door den Hoog Edelen 
Volksraad ka.n gepasseerd worden. 
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Mo8hesh geeft danrtoe zijne volkomene toestemming onder zoo­
danige conditie nls hij aan den President heeft verklnard. 

Moshesh vraagt of de lijn door hem voorgesteld aan de Burgers en 
aan Sil-G. Clerk aangenomen is. 

De President antwoorde, .1.Yem. 
vallen, want het is noodzakelijk 
worde. 

Daar zullen te veel plaatsen uit­
du.t er een anJer lijn voorgesteld 

Motiliesh erkende dat nu te veel te doen is om de rooverijen te 
onderzoeken, en men niet twee zaken van zoo groote belang te gelijk 
regtwaken kan, maar dat de zaak overblijve tot eene andere gele­
genheid. 

De Vergadering gnat uit een om den 2lsten bij Raporto de diversen 
te onderzoeken. 

Op den l Sden dezer worden opgezadelt tot vertrek naar Raporto, 
wanneer het Opperhoofd Moshesh verzoekt om een goschenk aan kruit 
voor de menigvuldige saluut schoten die ter eere van de aankomst 
van den President waren verschoten, ow in de gelegenheid te zijn 
om zijne Edele andermaal te begroeten. 

De President beloofde aan hem een vaatje kruit te zullen zenden. 
En met onze scheiding werden do President met zijn gezelschap 
andermaal begroet met saluutschoten totdat Zijn Ed. uit gezigt 
was. 

De bijeenkomst bij Raporto opende op den 22sten dezer, terwijl 
Letsie niet te huis W0.8 op den 2lsten. Aldaar waren tegenwoordig 
aan de zijde van den Oro.nje Vrijstao.t allen die op den berg van 
Moshesh waren, uitgenomen F. Senekal, Vrederegter; aan de andere 
zijde, Letsie, David, Job, en eonige kleine hoofden. 

De President opende de Vergo.dering door eene o.anspraak over de 
zegening en vrede die zij o.lle nu genieten, en klaagt over de ondo.nk­
baarheid van de Basutos, dat zij dat niet genoeg waarderen, en het 
ophouden van dieverijen in hun land, waardoor die vrede weldra kan 
gestoord worden, en de noodzakelijkheid om eenige straffen uit te 
oevenen over de roovors. 

Dit wordt door Let;-ie bekend, en hij betreurt dat dit zoo zoude zijn, 
betoonde zich bereid om alle rooverijen te straffen die ktwnen bewezen 
worden. • 

De President gecft eene lijst over van gestolen vee die door de 
gemelde Veldkornetten was overhandigd, H. Mentz, G. Foeche, en 
H. Olivier, en geoft te kennon dat Zijn HEd. niet lnnger vertoeven 
kan, maar zal blijven om de eerste zaa.k voor te dra.gen te bewijzen 
het stelen van drie trek osson die geslagt wo.ren en het vleesch met 
horens was gevonden in do hutten van den die£ ( een Basuto ). De 
zaak volkomen bewezen, werd de dief gelast om 10 ossen te betalen in 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1854] BASUTOL.-U<!l> RECORDS. 121 

de plaats van de drie die hij gesla.gt had, verder straf zal Moshesh 
op hem ne<lerbrengen als dief. 

De President geeft de lijsten over aan de Veldkornetten, opdat 
elk Veldkornet zijne zaken zelf voorbrengen kan. Daar er gebrek 
aan bewijzen scheen te zijn, verzoeken de Veldkornetten eene maa.nd 
uitstel, opdat zij meer getuigen kunnen krijgen, en dat de Verga­
dering gehouden mogt worden bij het Opperhoofd Mohali. V erder 
neemt de B11suto Opper hoof den aan om alles te doen wat zij kunnen. 
om uit te vinden omtrent de dieverijen. 

De HoogEd. President brak de Vergadering op, en men scheidde 
met vrede en in eene goede verstandhouding van elkander. 

(Geteekend) JoHs. JAcs. R.UFF, 
Ageerende Clerk van den Staats President. 

Ra.portos Berg, den 22sten Augustus, 1854. 

Letter from th8 Private Secretary to th8 High Commissioner to the Civil 
Commissioner of Albert. 

Graham's Town, 1st September, 1854. 
MY DEAR Srn,-Sir George Clerk being pressed for time has desired 

me to say that Sikonyela should be told that it is an infringement of 
the Colonial Laws to enter the Colony without permission of the 
Colonial authorities, and warned that no more of his followers can be 
allowed to come in without a. pass, and you should not grant passes to 
others than those that the demand on the part of the Farmers in your 
District for them will absorb. 

You will already have received a letter from Sir George on this 
subject. I have, &c., 

(Signed) W:r.r. F. LIDDLE. 

Eztracts from the Speech of the President at the Opening of the Volksraad 
of the Orange Free State on the 4th S1ptemher 185-1. 

More serious differences had arisen between certain Burghers in the 
Districts of Winburg and Harrismith and some of the Native Tribes. 
Mr. J. M. Orpen, who at my desire proceeded to that quarter, being 
unfortunately unable to settle the differences in question, I felt it 
necessary to repair thither in person, and thence, immediately after­
wards, to the Chief Moshesh, with a view, by his intervention, to 
settle the existing difficulties without warfare. 

I have the satisfaction to assure you of the most earnest and friendly 
desire on the part of the Chief to co-operate with me, to the utmost of 
his power, for the general preservation of peace. The disputes 
between the Burghers and certain smaller tribes have, by my media-
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tion, been satisfactorily settled. With the Chief Witsi, hmvever, we 
have not yet attained the object aimed at. 

Letter from tl1e Acting Digit Commissioner to the Lieutena,it Goi:erncr. 
Graham's Town, 5th September, 1854. 

Srn,-With reference to Your Honour's letter of the 26th ultimo, 
.forwarding copy of one from the Civil Commissioner and Resident 
Magistrate at Burghersdorp relative to the presence there of Sikonyela 
and followers, I have the honour to inform you that I have advised 
Mr. Cole to acquaint Sikonyela that it is an infringement of the 
Colonial Laws to enter the Colony without permission of the Colonial 
Authorities, and to warn him that no more of his followers can be 
allowed to come in without a pass, and that passes should not be 
granted to others than those that the demand on the part of the 
Farmers for them will absorb. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK, 

Acting High Commissioner. 

Letter from the Chief Moshe8h to the Lfmddrost of Winbttrg. 
Thaba Bosigo, 5th September, 1854, 

SIR,-1 nm just now going to start to Bothebothe for the purpose of 
letting Witsi know that if he does not immediately settle everything 
right with the Boers that he intends to have nothing more whatever 
to do with them (sic). Although I intend to act towards Witsi in this 
manner I hope at the same time that you will be as patient towards 
them, and give them as much time as you possibly can, so that I can 
see how be will act on the present occasion. 

I hope you will tell Mr. Hoffman, as I have got some cattle in the 
same direction as Witsi's, if any disturbance takes place between the 
two parties that he will be so good as to explain the difference between 
my cattle and Witsi's and as I have not received any answer from the 
last letter that I sent in to Bloemfontein, I shall feel thankful if you 
will send by the bearer the things that you promised me when you 
were here. Dear Sir, I have no more to say at present but I remain 
Your most respectfully, 

Mark X of MosHESH. 

Order. 
Zij bet hiermede kennelijk aan alien die bet mogte aangaan dat de 

bouder dozes ondor zijne zorg heeft een vatje mei 50 pond kruit dat 
als een blijk van vriendschap door 0. Vrijstaat aan Opperhoofd 
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Moshesh wordt gezonden. Een ieder wordt gelast dit ongehinderd te 
laten passeren. 

Bloemfontein, den 6den September, 1854. 
(Geteekend) J.P. HOFFMAN, Staatspr01iident . 

.Acc<mnt of tk Journey to Ba8utoland of the Pre8ident of the Oran91J 
Free State. 

(From the F,·imd of the FrtJe State of 9th September, 18ii4). 

The President left Bloemfontein on the 3rd August. That night we 
slept at A. van Tonder's, and next day reached Mr. Hoffman's own 
farm, Jammerberg Drift. Oo the 5th, we rode to H. Mentz, Field­
cornet of Wilgeboom Spruit, where we were met by about 40 burghers, 
who received the President, not merely with friendship, but with 
complete enthusiasm. Remained here engaged in business, till the 
morning of the 9th, when the President returned toJammerberg Drift. 
On the 11th, he entered Basutoland, accompanied by Mr. H. Mentz, 
and Jacob Durandt, J.P. At Korkor, we were joined by Fieldcornets 
Gwrtavus Voessee, H. Olivier, and their people, according to agree­
ment. On the 13th, we halted at a kmal, about half an hour from 
Thaba Bosigo, where we slept. All along the road, through Basutoland, 
especially at this place, our reception was of the most frienclly descrip­
tion. The President was almost deafened by salutes and hurrahs from 
these kind children of nature, in his honour, which, as we approached 
the Berg, must have kept on for three hours. It wa~ quite clear they 
were not without gunpowder, though to me, it was equally clear, that 
if their feelings had not beeb as re11lly frienclly as they professed to be, 
they would have displayed and wasted their ammunition less. On 
the 14th, we came to the foot of Thaba Bosigo. After we had out. 
spanned, one of Moshesh's captains came t-0 invite us up to the hill, 
saying that our accommodations were quite ready; he had a number 
of men with him to carry up our baggage. Moshesh received us with 
his usual open-hearted courtesy, and after selecting the fattest ox, shot 
him for us with his own hands. 

It being past noon, Moshesh remarked that we had better not think 
of business that day, as we would need rest, and he wished to give 
time for the arrival of his captain'5, who, though swnmoned, had not 
arrived. 

On the 15th, some of the captains-not having appeared, there was a 
further delay ; but towards evening all came, excepting Letsie and 
two or three others. 

On the 16th,jive of the Chief's sons, one of his brothers, and three 
councillors, besides Jan Ka1ltyn, brother of Witsi, being present­
Moehesh declared his coun<"il opened. The Orange Free ~ate was 
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represented by the President, Messrs. Senekal and Durandt, Justices 
of the Peace, and 4 Fieldcornets. The President began by cordially 
thanking the Basu to Chief for his exceeding friendship in accompanying 
Mr. Orpen in his late fatiguing journey, and for the great trouble he 
had taken in assisting in the investigation of the robberies by Witsi, 
and above all, for his rightQous determination not to countenance or 
harbour that captain, till he ho.d po.id the fine imposed by Mr. Orpen, 
and in the justice of which Moshesh had so fully concurred. The 
President went on to express his deep regret that Witsi had not yet 
po.id any part of the fine, and that, as it was to be feared, he would 
try wholly to evade it, he desired to be distinctly informed by Moshesh, 
whether the latter fully agreed to leave the matter of compensation 
entirely in our hands. The President further added, that the Lieutenant­
Governor of Natal had equal reason with the inhabitants of this 
country to complain of Witsi's robberies. 

Moshesh declared, in answer to this, that as matters stood, he would 
neither shelter nor assist Witsi in any way ; still he was willing· to 
grant him an eventual asylum, though, only on the express condition, 
that he should first receive official inforn1ation from the President that 
the fine had been paid,-Moshesh, however, stated that ,vitsi's 
brother, Jan Kaptyn, had expressed a wish to leave the Harrismith 
district and come and settle in Basutoland, which he would at once 
accede to, with the President's con.:urrence, if the Burghers had no 
complaints against him. 

The President here looked over the returns of thefts, forwarded by 
Mr. Orpen, and not finding his name mentioned, expressed his con­
currence in the arrangement, provided Jan would separate from Witsi, 
and live at peace. 

Moshesh now proposed,-by way of a la:,t trial,-that two persons 
should be sent to Witsi, one on the part of the Free State Government, 
and the other on that of Moshesh, with Jan Kaptyn, to tell Witsi the 
result of this meeting, and to inquire whether he would at once pay 
the fine. 

The Prosident declined deputing any one on his part, to Witsi, 
inasmuch as the latter had already broken his promise, made to Mr. 
Orpen, to deliver out the cattle; he assented, however, to Moshesh's 
sending a man to him, who wa:; to state that two months longer were 
given him to pay the fine ; and added that he did not want to know 
what Witsi said but would wait and see what he did.-It was accordingly 
determined to send the deputation, and Moshesh promised to forward 
a message, regarding it11 result, to Bloemfontein. 

Moshesh. then ma.de a. long ho.ra.•gue to his council in hie usual 
eloquent style, and the meeting adjourned. 
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On the 17th August, Moehesh's Raad again met. The President 
stated the complaints, which had been made to him against Molitsane, 
for robberies, and against the Korannas, for injury don& to several 
farms. Moshesh at once appointed three persons to go to Molitsane, 
and investigate the grounds of these complaints, on the spot, and 
further, to order Molitsane to punish those who should be proved to 
be guilty. The President next stated, that Paulm Mo-p~ri, and other 
Natives, had moved into Winburg district, in the Wittebergen, and 
taken in occupation certain grounds, which had been purchased of 
Rantsani. Here a discussion a.rose, and it was alleged, that the 
purchase in question was illegal. Moshesh, however, declared that it 
must be held to be legal, and that the ground in dispute is the 
property of the Free State. He, therefore, at once issued an order to 
his son Molapo, who resides on the border, to see to it, that the burghers 
were not molested, and that he must for the future entertain and 
investigate all petty charges by the Burghers against the Natives, and 
settle them. The robberies in Smith.field district, said to have been 
committed by Hottentots, Bushmen, and Basutos, were then brought 
forward. It was determined to be most convenient to hold a meeting 
on this subject at Raporto, near the Smithfield line, on the 21st August­
Mosheshdeputed his brother Job and his son David to conduct the 
enquiry, and to inflict punishment on the guilty parties. 

The President then proposed, that no native should be allowed to 
enter the Free State, withoui a printed pass, signed by one of the 
Missionarie11, which pass should be filled in as circumstances may 
require, with the number of bearer's cattle, to what farm he i1 going, 
and the object of his entering the State, &c. 

Moshesh assented to the desirableness of such a system, and 
unhesitatingly concurred in the President's proposing a law, with 
that object, to the Volksraad, at its ensuing sitting. Moshesh inquired 
whether the line, proposed by him to the Burghers and Sir Geo. Clerk, 
had been accepted. The President answered in the negative, stating 
that too many farms would thus be cut off, and that a different line 
must be proposed. Moshesh replied that till robbery questions had 
been set at rest it would be inconvenient to take more in hand, 
especially considering the importance of the boundary question, which 
must be gone into on a future occasion. 

On the 22nd, the President arrived at Raporto as agreed. Here a 
council met, at which were present Letsie and Da,id, Moshesh's sons, 
Job, his brother Posuli, and some smaller captaim•. 

The President opened the business, by making some remarks on the 
ble!\Sing of peace, which all now enjoyed, and blaming the ingratitude 
of the Basutos \n not better showing their appreciation of this hl!'ssing. 
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Thefts were still committed, and the thieves screened in the country. 
This must of itself soon bring on a war, unless· some means were 
immediately taken for punishing the robbers. 

Letsie ac-knowledged the truth and good sense of this, and expressed 
his regret that it should be so. He, however, declared himself ready 
to punish every robbery that could be proved. Tho President produced 
and read three lists of robberies committed in three Field-cornetries, 
viz.: those of H. Mentz, H. Olivier, and G. Voessee, and stated that 
his time was too valuable for his now stopping longer than during the 
trial of one case, which was brought forward. 

It was the theft of three draught oxen, which was clearly proved, 
tho horns and meat having been traced to certain Basuto huts. The 
robhers were at once fined 10 oxen, in lieu of the 3 stolen ones, over 
and above the fino which the Chief Moshosh should think fit to impose 
in addition. 

The President then left the other cases in the hands of the Field­
oornets, who requested that in case of defectiveness in the proofs, or 
of the absence of witnesses, another sitting might be held in a month's 
time at Mobalie, which was agreed to. Full particulars as to the 
nature of the thefts, and the direction of the spoors, were given to the· 
assembled captains, to enable them to have the ca11os investigated, and 
the Raad broke up with the best and most friendly feeling on both 
sides. 

I>eclnrnfirm of Fieldrornrt Jan Olirier. 

Op Vrijdag, den 22sten September 1854, heh ik Jan Olivier, Pro­
visioneel Veldkornet van den Koesberg a.ls gevangenen genomen twee 
Hottentotten, de een woonachtig onder bet Opperhoofd Jan Letelle en 
de andere onder bet Opperhoofd Umharley, bij naam "Smit" en 
"Andries." Dewijl het aan mij is gerapporteerd geworden, dat 
gemelde Hottentotten van eenen Schalk van der Schantz eenen hengst 
gestolen hadden, en dat ik in den uitvoer van mijne pligt de dieven 
vastgebonden had, en bezig was met eenen man, om ze aan mijnen 
Veldkornet over te handigen wierd ik op mijnen weg door eene parlij 
gewapende Kaffers te paard en te voet ontmoet en mijne twlle priso­
niers werden van mij door Jan Letelle en zijne wetteloze partij 
tezamen met zijn kleinen Kaptein Mohane met geweld weggenomen, 
zijnde allcen, met maar een medgezel, was ik genoodznakt om mij te 
onderwerpen en de prisonieren af te geven. 

Met Daniel Moss den man die bij mij was heeft bovengemeld 
opperhoofd eeno boodschnp naar mij gezonden, dat indien ik tot oorlog 
bereid was, hij Mohano, ten vollo klaar was,· tpn nntwoord wan.rop ik 
hem zcido dat nntwoonl nooit gemeend wn.'I, man.r dat ik slerhts ovet-
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eenkomstiglijk met mijne pligt handelde met de prisonieren, die van 
pnardenstelerij beschuldigd waren, a.an de gerechtighoid to overleveren ; 
en dat indien hij wenscht over de za.ak te spreken, ik gewillig was om 
hem aan hot huis van den aanklager Schalk van der Schantz te ont­
moeten, waarop ik ten antwoord ontving dat hij met zijn kommando 
bij mij zijn zou. 

Den volgenden dag, den 23sten, kwam Jan Letelle met zijn onder­
Kaptein en omtrent 35 gewapende mannen te voorschijn. Voor zijne 
komst werd ik gewaarschouwd, dus dacht ik het raadzaam om onnnn­
genaamheid voor te komen, om mij bij mijne naaste buuren te begeven, 
hetwelk ik deed. 

Jan Letelle had ook gezegd dat hij van meening was om als een 
man te handelen, en verder dat hij mijne kraal als zijne kraal zou 
beschouwen, en de laatste stuk beesten en schapen door hem zou 
geslagt wordes, en vole andere geweldige dreigementen tenzij dat ik 
met hem eene schikking zou maken omdat ik de twee Hottentotten 
bovengemeld gevangen genomen had. Dewijl mijn vader aan mij 
eene boodschap gezonden had, ging ik weder naar mijn huis terug in 
gezelschap met Jan de Winnaar, den jongen. Deze ging vooruit om 
het Opperhoofd Jan Letelle te smeken om geen bloed te vergieten of 
oproer te maken maar te trachten om de zaak met vrede te schikken. 

Hierop het Opperhoofd, kflerende met hitsheid om slecbts vroeg a.an 
Jan de Winnaar of hij de Kaptyn was, en zeide: "Laat de Zweer­
noitskind komen en ik zal hem toonen dat ik de Kaptein hen, en niet 
hij." Hij voegde daarbij dat wij geen regt daar hadden, dat het 
land de zijne, en niet Mostert zijn was, dat hij den lantsten man op de 
plaats vermoorden zou, en dan zou Moshesh ze weer levendig n,aken, 
dat wij, de Boeren, te veel op Moshesh staat maakten. Dewijl mijn 
leven in veel gevaar was, tezamen met de }evens van allen op de 
plaats, de Kaffers met geladene geweers en opgeligte assegaaien over 
mij staande, was ik genoodznakt om hunne onwettige vorderingen in 
te willigen en om aan hen na zoo vele d.reigcmenten 16 schapen te 
betalen. Een van de Hottentotsche gevangenen stond over mij met 
eene opgelichte bijl om mij neder te kappl'n indien ik hunne 
vordering geweigerd had, en twee rebel-Hottentotten hebben nan 
beide zijden van mijne deur met duhbole loop geweers gestaan; dus 
was ik, zoo als door getuigen knn bevestigd worden, in het grootste 
levensgovaar. 

Dewijl mijne vrouw diep bedroefd was over bet wreed gedrag en de 
dreigementen van dit Opperhoofd, hij dun Lotelle keerde om en ziende 
haar weenende zeide: "Uw man zijn Mood zal voor uw aangozicht 
vloeijcn en uw bloed ook voor de ondergnng van deze zon. Gij vervuilt 
mijn grond, gij beroofd mij vim mijn koren en ik heb mn daag 
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besloten om te handelen ale een dief en moordenaar zoo ale men mij 
beschreven heeft." 

In dit oogenblik is mijne moeder uit schrik in eene fl.aauwte geval­
len, hetwelk de wreedaard Jan Letelle ziende, zeide: "Laat de 
zweernooitskind maar vrekken." 

N adat ik deze ontregtvaardige boete betaald had, na meenige drei­
gementen, te veel om te melden, zijn zij als wolven weggegaan. Voor 
dat het Opperhoofd wagging dacht ik bet goed om hem te vragen of 
de zaak nu geschikt was, waarop hij zeide: "Neen, ik draag u in 
mijn hart en ik heb op u een m6rk gezet. Ik heb besloten om tot na 
Zanddrift te vermoorden, en dan kunt gij zien wat uw oud vriend 
?.loshesh voor ulieden zal doen." 

De inwoners van de wijk hebben het vast besluit gemaakt, indien 
d!'ze zaak onverholpen blijft, om de aansprekolijkheid op zichzelven te 
n emen, en om vergoeding te zoeken, van hunne plaatsen verdreven 
zij nde geworden door een die inderdaad noch geen waar opperhoofd, 
noch geen vriend van vrede is. Voor dat Jan Letelle weg ging zeide 
hij aan Jan de Winnaar den ouden : " Ik zal ulieden toonen dat een 
zwart Bul de voornemene van alle witte Bullen omverwerpen zal." 

Dovengemelde verklaring kan ik ondergeteekende in zijne geheel­
heid bezweren, dewijl ik de geheele tijd er bij wae. 

( Geteekond) JAN OLIVIER, Ageerend V eldkornet. 
Getuigen: 

(Geteekond) JAN HEYDRIK DE WINYAAR, Sr., 
J. H. c. DE WIYNAAR, 
SAUEL VAN DER MERWE. 

Letter from the President of the Orang~ Free State to tM Chief Jlosliesh. 
Gouvernemente Kantoor, O.V.S., den 3den October, 1854. 

0PPERIIOOFD,-Heden morgen zijn bij mij zware klachten door den 
Landdroet van Smithfield. ingekomen tegen Letelle. De burgers in de 
Koesveld worden gekweld, beroofd, en bestolen door het volk van 
Letelle en zijn niet langer in etaat dit te verdragen. Ik zend u 
ingesloten eene verklaring waaruit zal blijken wat man Letelle is. 

Daarbij gee£ ik u kennis dat Letelle een zeker geto.l Hottentotten 
bij zich heeft die bekend staan als rebellen en leven van dieverij. Ook 
is de Veldkornet Olivier vergeefs naar Mohalie geweest en Letsie is 
aldaar nil,t "'ersehcnen. Gij zult dus nu overtuigd worden dat ik met 
alle mogdijke gezindheid van vrede, vriendschap, belofte, enz., enz., 
mijne burgers niet in het gerust bezit kan stellen van hun eigendom, 
waar de klachten van diefstal dagelijks ergn worden. Ik geef u 
alzoo kennis dat ik order heb gegeVfm nan den Landdrost van Smith­
field ecm Commando van Burgers op te roepen om Letelle tot zijn 
rligt tc brengen door geweld van wa.,cnPn. 
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Aangenaam zal hat mij echter wezun dat gij die zaak k11nt regt 
maken voor ik geweld laat gebruiken, maar ik kan mijne Burgers nu 
met !anger le.ten lijden. 

(Geteekend) J. P. Ho1,FMA.N. 

Letter from the Government Secretary, Orange Free State, to the La11dtlrost 
of S111itlijield. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 3den October, 1854. 
\VEL En. HEER,-ln antwoord op uwen brief van den 30sten Sep­

tember jl., in betrekking tot de affaire van Letelle, wordt gij geautho­
riseerd een Commando tegen gemeld Opperhoofd op te roepen met 
gezamentlijk overleg uwer velclkornetten, en hem met geweld van 
wapen tot zijn pligt te brengen. Het is de meening van Zijn Hoog 
Ed. dat Letelle, indien mogelijk, in den nacht moet omsingeld worden 
en gei;ischt worden de Hottentotten uit te leveren met zoodanig 
gestolen vee of compensatie voor geleden schade als gijlieden zult 
billijk en regtvaardig oordeelen. 

Haden wordt met een Expresse aan Moshesh kennis gegeven vnn 
het gebeurde met Letelle en van de authorisatie die door dezen aan u 
wordt gegeven. 1k heb de eer, enz., 

Bij order van den President. 
(Geteekend) J. GROENENDAAL, Staats Sect. 

Letter from the Landdrost of Smitkfield to the State Secretary. 
Landdrost's Office, Smithfield, 5th October, 1854. 

Srn,-Since the date of my letter of the 30th ult., certain circumstances 
have transpired, which have enabled me to bring the matter of Letelle 
to a si~tisfactory conclusion, and gratified as I am to be enabled to 
apprise the Honourable President of such a result, I. nevertheless, regret 
to be obliged to state that this result has been consequent on the 
diseovery that the declarations of Jan Olivier and others were highly 
coloured, and that the inciting cause of the occurrences in question 
arose on our side, and not on that of Letelle. 

On Monday, Henry Klopper, Burger Smit, and Terblans, came to 
me, and assured me that the dispute with Letelle had arisen out of the 
unlawful ap11rehension of two of his innocent people, two days 
subsequent to their innocence having been proved,-and that the 
assault of LeteJle on Jan Olivier was not so bad as he had declared it 
to he,-that Letelle and Jan Olivier parted in friendship; and, more­
m·er, that none of the Burghers had gone into !angers; but, that after 
Jan Olivier had been with me, he had directed them to do so, at which 
they were dissatisfied. 

It 
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The Honourable President will conceive thnt this information 
inspired me with a suspicion regarding the whole Report which Field­
cornet .Olivier had made to me, and as Messrs. Gustavue Voessee, 
Hendrik Mentz, and William Coleman, chanced to be with me, inquir­
ing about the matter, we decided upon going to FiC'ldcornet Olivier's to 
ascertain the truth, and with the intention, if prncticable, of bringing 
the dispute to a final settlement. I therefore immedintely dispatched 
a letter to Fieldcornet Olivier, requesting him to direct Jan Olivier, 
and other persons acquainted with the circumstances, to meet at his 
house,at 10 o'clock on Tuesday forenoon, when we should also be there. 
The following is the result of our inquiries:-

Mr. Van der Zandt had complained to Fieldcornet Olivier, that a 
stallion of his had been stolen and thnt from the evidence of tho spoor, 
as well as other proofs, he was satisfied thnt the theft bad bef>n rom­
mitted by two Hottentots, people of Letelle's. Hereupon Fieldcnrnet 
Olivier ordered Jan Olivier to npprehend the Hottentots as soon as they 
should come to his place, which he expectC'd them to do within 
two or three days; meanwhile, however, the Fieldcornet charged Mr. 
Van der Zo.ndt, should he get the stallion in the interval, to apprise Jan 
Olivter of it, and to tell him not to apprehend the Hottentots; 
soon after Van der Zandt found his stallion near his own farm with 
two Kaffir mares, and it appears that they had never been stolen. 

Two days after this, the Hottentots cnme to Jan Olivit'r'11 place, and 
as he had not been apprised by Yan tln Zantlt thnt tht• stnllion hnd been 
found he took the people pri<'on0rs. \\"hile on his way to the FiC'ld­
cornet's with his prisoners, they were token away from him by a party 
of Letelle's people,-who inforuwd him that the stallion hnd he1'n found, 
and had not been stolen, as dednred by Van der Zandt. 

Next day, Jan Let0lle came to the place of Jan Olivier, with nhont 
25 of his people, (but we could not diE<tinctly ascertain that they had 
more weapons than one gun and a kerrie ), and Letelle demanded pay­
ment of him for the unlawful apprehension of his p()ople. High ,rnrds 
and threats seem to have pnsst'd, but at lust Jun Oli,·it•r pnitl 16 .:h('ep. 
for which Letelle gave him a receipt. in order that ho mi~ht d<>mnnd 
the sheep back from Mr. Vun der Zanclt,-and after that thPy F1'pnrnted 
with words of peace. 

Such was the amount of infornrntion we obtained at the pla<'e of 
Fieldcornet Olivier.-Next day, I proceeded with Messrs. Gustarns 
Voessee, Hendrik OliviC'r, Jan de Winnaar, \Vm. Coleman, and HC'11d1;k 
Mentz, to Letelle's kraal, to make further inquiry, and, if possible. to 
settle the mutter, inasmuch as we alrf>acly ff>lt that both parties hncl 
been to blame. 

We were recoivf>d by Lf>tclle with all proper respeet, and he called 
together his council to girn us an audience. 
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We here further discovered that the first notice that Latella had 
received of the supposed crime of his two Hottentots was through a 
threatening and very unbecoming letter from Fieldcornet Olivier, 
apprising him that if the two Ilotteutots were not delivered up, he would 
('t•me with a commando, and i;hoot his people do.i.d. The Honourable 
President will readil.r conceive that muth conversation here took place, 
which it would be both tedious and needless to relate, but the sum of 
the mattor appears to be, that there was muth to blame on both 
sides, and that the source of the misthief was an untrue declaration made 
by Van der Zandt, and a rash and unreasonable letter from Field­
cornet Olivier. 

Under these circumstances, I pronounced, with the concurrence of 
my companions, the following decision :-

\Ve find that by reason of a misunderstanding occasioned by Van 
der Zandt, a wrong was done to your people, and we admit that Field­
cornet Olivier's letter was unreasonable ; but, although we are willing 
to acknowledge this wrong on our side, we find that you, Letelle, have 
been still more in the wrong, in passing over your boundary into the 
property of a white subject of our Government, and taking it upon you 
to act as J udgo where you had no right to do so ; and further, in 
imposing a fine on a Burgher, which you had no authority to do. Thie 
act of yours might have oceasioned a war, and if we were as unreason­
able and violent as you, we should punish you for it. But, if you will 
acknowledge your fault and promise not to take such arbitrary steps in 
future, we will cause the guilty party on our side, viz., Van der Zandt, 
to pay back the 16 sheep to Jan Oli,-ier, and overlook your offence for 
this time, and allow the matter to drop, without reporting it to Moshesh ; 
but if not, we shall consider that you desire war rather than peace, and 
you will have to abide the corn;equonces. 

Letelle, after having conferred with his Council, acknowledged hie 
fault, and humbly requested peace. 

\Ve accordingly thought it right, in consequence of all that we had 
discovered, to settle the matter, and I send you this report of it in haste, 
inasmuch as I find from your letter, which I this day received, that 
lloshesh has been made acquainted with the contents of my first letter, 
and with the authorisation, which in consequence thereof the Honour­
able President had given me. 

I am further able to assure you that the gentlemen who accompanied 
me in this arrangement with Letelle have returned home with the 
con.•;iction that we shall not need, for some time to come, to apprehend 
any harm from him. 

Trnsting that what we have done may meet the approbation of the 
}Iouourable Prt>sident, I have, &c., 

(Si~11t•d) Jom1 II. Fono, Landdrost. 
~~ 
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Lett" from tl,e Got:ernmtnt Secretary, Orange Free State, ttJ the Landdrolt 
of Smithfield. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.8., den 7den October, 1~54. 
WEL Eo. HEER,-De uwe dd. 5 dezer op dit oogenblik per Expresse 

ontvangen heb ik aan ZHEd. voorgclegd die mij gelast u daarop zijne 
grievende teleurstelling te kennen te geven over de grove onjuistheden 
van de verklaring voor u afgelegd in de zaak van Letelle en daarbij 
z:jn Ho(lg Ed. goedkeuring betuigende over uwe handeling in die 
zaak. Hot zal gocd zijn dat gij die burgers noodzakelijk onder het 
oog brengt hoe zij zelf hunne eigen belangen en zaak bednwn bij de 
nnturdlen en de blanke bt>volking door zulke handeling bij de naties 
in een ongunstig daglicht worden gesteld. Olivier en de zijnen zijn 
oorzaak dat er reeds kosten door verseheidene expresst>n hij het 
Gouwrnl'ment zijn gemankt, en dnt Moshe8h die reeds van de wr­
klaring bij u afgelegd kennis drangt over de hoeren een zeer ongun-
stig oordcel moet vellt'n. • 

Gij zult nu zoo goed zijn cen expre,sse naar Moshesh te zonden, hl'ru 
konnis gevende dat de zaak door u is g<'schikt. Ik heb, l'nz., 

(Geteekend) Bij order. J. GnoENENDAAL. 

Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the Chief Molitsnne. 
Gouvernemcnts Kantoor, O.V.S., den l 7den October, 1854. 

OrrERIIOOFD,-lk geef u kenuis dnt de Gcneraal Pretorius een 
klorup van uw volk gewapend over de Vaal R1vior hceft gevonden en 
terug gestuurd. De Geueraal verzoekt dat dit niet meer gebeurt, dat 
gij uw volk t'huis moet houden. 

lk geef u ook kennis dat uw volk niet in mijn land m"g komen, of 
zij moeten een pas hebben door u geteekcnd. Ik heh met Moshesh en 
?rfaruko ovcreengekomeu om aan hun volk etin pas te gevon als zij in 
mijn land willt>n komen. Als uw volk in mijn land of bij Pretorius 
komt met wapens dan zullen hen de wapens wordl?n afgonomen. 

Ik zul zorgeu dat gij over 10 dagen bij Moroko passen kunt 
krijgen. Ik ben uw vrieud. 

(Geteekcnd: J. P. HoFntAX. 

Letter from tlie Pre&idmt of tlte Orange Free State to the Chief Jlu1<l1Nl1. 
Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 28ston November, 1854. 

OPPERHoom,-Sedert wij elkander het laatst hebben gezien hl'bhen 
er weder vele gevallen plants gehad die het zeer noodzakelijk maken 
dat wij i?lkander weer zii?n om zamPn te spreken en plannen te beramon 
dat tU!<!<d1Pn uw volk en rnijnC' Burgn11 de vrl'<le wordt bflwaard. Ik 
vcrzoek u dus tot eenl? znrnenkomRt op \Voensdng, den 3dm Januarij 
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l 855 bij de Koellbergen op de plaatll van Jan de ,Yinnaar uw(•n ouden 
vriend. Ik hoop dat gij ruij spoedig zult antwoorden of gij zeli op 
dien dog daar zult wezen opdat ik niet vergeefs rijd; want inilien ik 
niet met u in persoon kan spreken dan kom ik niet. Gij zult, hoop 
ik, do noodzukelijkheid met mij gevoPlen dat wij dkander sprcken en 
kwaad voorkomen. Ik groct u en blijf met a<.:htiug, uw Vriend. 

(Getcekend) J. P. HoFFll . .\.',. 

Guren11.u·11t _YtJ!ice. 

The Chi:lf Moshesh having, iu a ,xritteu <.:ommunication of the 11th 
ult., apprised the Ilououral,le State President that he has, with the 
advice and consent of the heads of his Tribe, established the following 
Ordinance against the introduction and sale of spirituous liquors within 
his confines: The same is accordingly published herewith for general 
information, to place the public on the guard against loss and 
unpleasantness. 

By order of the President, 
(Signed) J. GRoE....,E.'iDAAL, 

Government Office, Orange Free State, 
2nd December, 1854. 

State Secretary. 

Ordinance «gflinst the introduction and sale of Spiriltto1/,1/ Liquors in t/11 

territory of tlie Ba8utos. 
,vuERJ::AS the spirituous liquors of the whites were unknown to 

former generations of our Tribe, 1lr1tie, and Jlotlo111i until Bo111u11«.r1e11_q, 
-and our father llokacl11111e, now very advanced in age, has never used 
any other drink than water aml milk; and whereas we del'm that a good 
Chief and Judge cannot claim to be competent to exeeuto his duties, if 
he make use of any thiug of au intoxicating uatme ; nnd whereas 
spirituous liquors create quarrelling aud strife, and pave the wny to the 
destruction of society, (for stu-ely the spirituous liquors of the whites are 
nothing else than fire) : 

It is therefore hereby made known to all, thnt the introduction and 
sale of said spirituous liquor within Basutoland is henceforth prohibited, 
and provided any person, whether white or coloured, contravene this 
order, the spirits shall be tak,:,n from him and poured out on the ground, 
without excuse or indemnification. 

And this order shall be printed in the Basuto and Dutch languages, 
and posted up at the places of public meetings, and in the villages of 
the Basutos. • 

Given with the advice and concurrence of the great men of our Tribe, 
by us the Chief of the Basutos, at Thaba Bosigo, the 8th of November, 
1854. 

(Signed) Mo8lIE811, Chief. 
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Letter from the C/1.ief Jlos/u3s/1 to tlte President of the Or11119e Free State. 

Thaba Bosigo, 20th December, 1854. 
MY DEAR Sm,-I have received your letter, by which you invite me 

to meet you at Mr. Do Winnaar's on the 3rd of January. The pro­
posal agrees entirely with my wishes, and I shall be most happy to 
see yon again, and consult with you on the general interests of the 
country. The moment chosen by you is, however, very unpropitious 
for me; and as you wish me to let you know what would be my con­
venience, I will freely state that on account of the continued rains we 
have had lately none of the corn fields have been weeded yd, and we 
are in great danger of losing the crops this year. I wish if possible to 
see my people attend to that work with all their strength at present. 
It would then be much better for me, if you would grant me a short 
delay, and appoint another moment for our meeting, at which I wish 
to be personally present. I shall let you know when our work is 
finished. When we meet we shall, I hope, bo able to travel a little 
together through the villages of Letele, Poshuli, and Morosi, and 
arrange everything that needs my interference. 

Two horses have been lately stolen by two Basutos from Mr. Jan 
Hoffman ; I have recovered them, and they will be immediately 
returned. Some of my people having bef!n sent to seize the culprits, 
one of the latter, seeking to escape, threw himself in a little river aud 
was drowned. The men sent to c~tch them were sent by my S()n 
Letsie. 

I thank you for having kindly printed the law against the 
introduction of brandy. The copies you have sent have been 
received. 

Mark X of MosuEsu. 

Letter of Appointment. 

Gouvernementskantoor, den 27sten Deeember, 1854. 
De ,vel Ed. heer Jozef l\L Orpeu, Landdrost van Winburg, wordt 

met dezen· gelast en gAauthoriseerd door den President van den Oranje 
Vrijstaat zich naar bet Opperhoofd Moshesh te begeven, oru met 
gemeld opperhoofd te spreken over de bestaande verschillende kwestien 
die op dezen oogenblik tusschen de beide regeeringen of derzelver 
onderdanen bestaan, en voorts om ter vereffening van gemelde questies 
zoodanige schikkingen te waken ah meest zal kunntln strekken om 
de belangen wederzijdsch te bevorderen, en dezelve uit den weg te 
ruimen. 

( Geteekend) J. P. HOFFMAN, President. 
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Letter from tltJ l'hi1:f Jlu8lie~h to tl1e Pre~ident of tl1e Ora11ue Free State. 

Thaba Bosigo, 4th January, 1855. 
MY FRIEXD M1<. HoFF:lf.L",-8ince you have told me to go and see 

you at Bloemfontein before the Council of the Boors sit, I consent to 
go, and I will go in person if not prevenh•d. Again, it is you who 
have asked me saying, to let you know about ,vitsi, how his people 
have been stealing cattle from the Boers; and I have called Witsi 
and his children, and I have spoken to them thoroughly about restor­
ing what they havo stolen, adding what may be wanting to the 
number. 

But to begin at the time Mr. Orpen asked rue ~aying, shall I go? 
And I gave him l\Ioperi, who went with him; things stand as they 
did thC'n, for I seut a sel'ond time saying: let that cattle come out ; 
hut it did not come out. 

I thank you, Mr. President, that you have spoken to me about that 
affair, saying that I must try to do what I can, in order to keep 
t!!lfe the Peace of all, and I thank the Boers that they have not 
'.iastened to destroy the Peace of all; even to-day they will not fail 
remembering how good Peaco is, though the Boers may be grieved, 
and I am also gri&ved, that tho question of tho cattle still stands as 
it did at first. And you say you are going to settle it definitely. Let 
it be known by all that what I de::-ire most, it is to ht1lp all those who 
ask frvm me to help them, by ,vord of Mouth; because I fear Wars, 
they are an injury to Natious. 

That affair the Boors did put into my hands, and tho Makolokue 
also, but I have failed ; now it must fall off my hands, for I have sent 
many ,L time to the l\Iakolokuo, saying that they must bring out the 
cattle of the farmers. I have even helped them with three head of 
cattle, saying they must go and pay the Boers with them, but they have 
not listened to me, because they arn not my o,vn peoplo ; and I say that 
it is hard to go on in that way, when they do not listen to me. It is 
hard for me to speak for the Makolokue, whilst they keep silent 
like chiUn•n, and that they don't trust me. 

Besides they don't acknowledge themselves to be in the fault. 
Again, I a0rree to you saying that some Basutos must move back­

wards, who live down there on the road to Harrismith. I will tell 
them so too, aud provide whore to place them. 

And althoug-h I may remove some Basutos from towards Harrismith, 
it is not to say I have made a limit with the Boers. No. I have 
removed Sikonyola by ,var. The Question of Limits is a thing 
which may bo considered afterwards. Farewell my ally, I am 
your Friend, 

Mark X of MosllE8ll. 
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Letter from the Landdrost of Winburg to the President of tl1e Orange Free 
State. 

Landdrost's Office, Winburg. 9th January, 18,55. 
Srn,-I havo the honour to inform you that in accordance with your 

Instructions J proceeded from Bloemfontein to Thaba Bosigo, from 
whence I havo only this morning returned, having been detained by 
the rivers, which I was obliged to swim. 

I reached Thaba Bosigo on Saturday morning, the 30th ultimo, but 
the Chief Moshesh being indisposed I did not see him that day. On 
Monday I had a long conversation with him, upon the various subjeC"ts 
on which !'OU desired me to speak; and when I proposed that ho 
should visit you at Bloemfontein previous to, and during the sitting of 
the Volksraad, and explained to him the advantages which might 
result from his doing so, he at once and willingly acceded, and also 
said that he would bring his principal men with him. This being the 
case I did not (with regard to the farms in the disputed territory in 
the Caledon River District) do moro than merely lay your proposition 
before him, and explain the peculiar c·ircumstances which render a 
speedy settlement of the question advisable. 

The Chief appeared very much annoyed at '\Vitsi, and infornwd mo 
that when he sent some time ago his brother-in-law Tlubele to him to 
endeavour to cause him to restore the Farmers' cattle, °"''itsi was absent 
with a commando upon a cattle-lifting expedition against Matlukapise, 
a Zulu chief, and that the expedition returned while he (Tlalll'le) was 
there. They had been unsuccessful in obtaining cattle, having been 
prevented by a river from reaching the large herd; and although there 
were a £ow head of cattle upon the side of the river where the com­
mando was, they left them, fearing that if they carried them off 
Matlakapise might be prepared when they returneu, as they intended 
doing when the river was fordable. 

I intend writing to Captain Struben about this, in order that he 
may put Ma:.lakapise upon his guard. I do not know whether he is a 
British subject or not. 

With regard to the last letter which Moshesh wrote to you, Mr. 
Casalis informs me that it was written in presence of \Vitsi's people, 
and read to them. 

I spoke to Moshesh also (Nehemiah being interpreter) about the 
people who had trespassed in the Harrism.ith and \Vinburg district:;. 
Nehemiah told me that he said he approved of my driving them out, 
and as Afoshm1h debired to write to Your Honour, l desired Nehemiah 
to write the letter in Sesuto to prevent mistakes, and also to expre:;,; 
iu it Moshesh's opinions on the subject. He accordingly wrote a 
letter, and appeared to read it out to Moshesh. However when it wae 
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sent down the mountain to be translated, Job, w.lto was below, rend 
it, and requested to be allowed to show it to Moshesh. \Vhen he read 
it out, Moshesh appeared to bo annoyed, and de1,lared that it did not 
contain his words. He then got Sophonia to write for him; and after 
a great deal of trouble, at last with the assistance of Mr. Arbousset 
they got a letter written, with which he was pleased and satisfied, and 
of which I enclose a translation. 

The words which he denied having author:zed Nehen1iah to write 
were: "I approve of Mr. Orpen's driving out the Basutos who are 
over the Boundary of the Harrismith District." Moshesh said he had 
never made use of the word "Boundary," and knew of none. I said 
that I understood that when Your Honour was there last you had 
agreed with him that the Boundary made by the English Government 
should be respected in this part of the country. This he denied 
altogether, and said he had only agreed to remove certain Kaffirs, who 
had trekked near to the Boers so as to annoy them. He, however, 
agreed to remove the Kaffirs himself. 

With regard to Mamagalie (the Vaal River Captain), Moshesh 
declared himself pleased with the course I had adopted, and very much 
annoyed that l\Iolitsane should have invited him. He also requested 
me to prevent Mamagalie from coming into hi,i dominions. 

I, accompanied by Jesaia, returned by way of l\Iolitsane, Jesaia 
being the bearer of an angry message from Moshesh to l\Iolitsane 
about the threats he bad made use of against Moroko. I told 
Molitsane in Jesaia's presence that Moshesh had desired me not to 
allow Mamagalie to come to him. Molitsane became very angry, and 
said, " Moshesh has no right to prevent my rec·eiYing Mamagalie or 
any one else." And at last he rode away in a rage. ~This was at Mr. 
Daumas' station.) He, however, came back the next day, but did not 
speak upon the subject. He declared himself plt>ased with my conduct 
in the matter, and was otherwise remarkably civil to me, and accom­
panied me with a number of his men several hours along the road. 
I think that the rumours about his intending to go with a commando to 
fetch Mamagalie have been caused by the bragging of some of his sons. 

Molitsane told me that one of his people had been missing for two 
or three weeks, and that his horse had come back. I told him to 
send a small number of his people to look for him, and I would give 
him all the assistance in my power. 

I hinted to Moshesh, when speaking of his visiting Your Honour 
at Bloemfontein, that perhaps you would have some vehicle in readi­
ness at the Janunerberg Drift to convoy him to Bloemfontoin, a1:1 he 
is not well able to perform such a journey on horseback, and has been 
very unwell lately. 
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It would perhaps be well for Your Honour to request Mr. Casalis to 
accompany Moshesh to Bloemfontein. None of his sons understand 
him, and none of them can interpret well. It would also be well to 
ask both him and Mr. Casal.is to bring for reference o. copy of the 
Stat.ement he made to tho English Government. I have, &c., 

(Signed) JosEPII M. 0RPE...,., Landdrost of Winburg. 

Letter from tl1e President of the Ora11ge Free State to the Chief Mosl11·sl1. 
Gouvernoments Kantoor, O.V.S., den 15don Januarij, 1855. 

W AARDE VmE.w,-Ik heh uwen laatsten brief ontvangen en met 
veel genoegen vernomen dat gij mij de vriendschap wildet doen om 
met de zitting van den rand hier te zijn. Doch de Landdrost van 
Winburg is met 25 menschen gegaan om eene Boschjesmanskraal, 
digt bij Winburg van dao.r weg te brengen, en de Boschjemans begon­
nen dadelijk te schieten, hebben 2 burgers gedood en 7 zwaar gewond, 
en de Landdrost schrijft om versterking dewijl hij bang is dat Molit­
zanie of de Korannas zich met die znak zullen bomoeijen. Om deze 
reden moet ik u verzoeken nit1t naar hier to komen, maar orders t.e 
geven dat Molitzanie zich rustig houdt en binm•n de lijn blijft. Op 
dezen oogenblik heh ik nog gezien naar rapport hoe bet is, ruaar bet is 
onmogenlijk dat dit kleine vuur verdor brandt en grouter wordt, als 
andere strunmen of kralen zich hiermede moeijen willen, en daarom 
hoop ik dat gij alles zult doen om dat voor te komen. 

Indien de zitting van den raad niet wordt verhinderd zal ik na de 
afloop u dadelijk schrijven en tijd en plants bepalen om zelf met u te 
spreken, want alles is bier in roer en zoo kan bet wezen dat de raad 
niet eens zit. 

Ik blijf in hoop dat gij alles ter goode zult doen. Uw Dienstw. 
Dienaar, 

(Geteekend) J. P. HoFFMAN, President. 

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Casalia to the Higlt Co111111iasioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 25th January, 185.5. 

Youa ExcELLENCY,-The Chief Moshesh desires me to thank you, 
in his name, for the letter you have written to him on the 1st of 
January, and which has been tran,;mittetl to him by Sir G. Clerk. 
The Chief begs to state that he hatl already been told of your un-ival 
in Cape Town, nud of your desire to b011efit as mtwh us it is in your 
power the black tribos of this country. He has lost by dt•ath two 
benefactors, whose memory he will ever cherish, viz. : Sir Peregrine 
Maitland and the Rev. Dr. Philip. What he has been told of the 
int.erest which you have taken in the natives of a far distant land 
makes him believe that the administration of Your Excellency will be 
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in accordance with the b1:mevolent views of thoRe excellent men. He 
would also state that he owes much to the kindness of the late 
Governor Sir G. Cathcart and of Sir G. Clerk, and that he is happy 
to find that they have recommended him to you. 

Moshesb would further assure you that his heart is always intent on 
the maintenance of pence. He considers war as the greatest calamity 
that can befall man. He trusts that Your Excellency will find time 
to inquire minutely into the condition and wants of the different com­
munities living in this country, and will after due investigation be 
enabled to do them all much good, and to promote the general welfare 
of the inhabitants of South Africa. The Chief will, according to your 
kind invitation, regard you as a friend, and be begs Your Excellency 
will believe in the sincerity of his desire to live in the closest friend­
ship with the Government of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

After having thus transcribed the sentiments which Moshesh wishes 
to convey to you by this letter, I have the honour to subscribe myself, 
Your Excellency's obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) E. CAs,me, V.D.M . 

.Extract from the Address of the President of the Orange Free State at the 
OJ)ening of the Volhraad on the 5th February, 1855. 

Met bet Opperhoofd Moshesh heb ik steeds vrede en vriendschap, 
terwijl ik spoedig andermaal eene zamenkomst met hem denk te 
bebben, om, indien mogelijk, zulke scbikkingen te maken als meest 
zullen leiden tot bevestiging van eenen duurzamen vrede. 

Extract from the Procudings of the Volksraad of the Orange Free State. 
16th February, 1855. 

V oorgesteld door den beer Ransburg, gesecondeerd door den beer 
A. van Niekerk : " Dat ee110 Deputatie aan bet Opperhoofd Moshesh 
zal worden gezonden, om hem de omstandigheden waarin wij one thane 
bevinden bekend te maken." Algemeen aangenomf.ln. 

Letter fro,n ex-Preside,et J. P. Hoffman to Governor Sir George Grey. 
Smithfield, 27th February, 1855. 

Srn,-1 consider it my duty to inform Your Excellency that I was 
obliged to give in my resignation to the Volksraad, and this because 
some of the members of the same have with armf.ld force exercised 
such an influence over the rest as to impel them to judge me unheard, 
and this they accomplished by passing Resolutions without giving any 
intimation of what they were about to do. 

And notwithstanding I was pronoUBced free of the charges brought 
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against me, inasmueh as they had not the necessary number of voices, 
namely 3 to 1 (for tho votes were as 11 against la), they have in spite 
of order and with armed men hindered the usual course of public 
sorvico and committed other seditious and rebellious actions. And 
whereas this Volksraat-1 esteems itself the Ili9!1e.,t authority, erecting 
itself into Prosec;utor, \Vitness, Advocate, and Judge, condemning 
unheard and above all committing itself with deeds of violence, I was 
obliged to send in my resignation, as I can have no more collfidence in 
a body which makes the law and then transgresses it. 

I have already through Mr. Burnet, the British Agent, written to 
Sir George Clerk, requesting him to inform Your Excellency of the 
state of things. I have only to add that I wish them all prosperity, 
and shall not interfere in any of the different parties. 

But I must not conceal from Your Excellency that this deed of the 
Volksraad h,_s occasioned much discontent amongst the Burghers in 
general, and in particular to the inhabitants of the Districts of Smith­
ffold and Fu.uresmith. 

In addition to this, the Raad have written a letter to Mr. J. N. 
Boshof, on whose behalf Mr. J. J. van Rensburg has chiefly brought 
about the revolution, and so early as last September did he propose 
Mr. Boshof as Landdrost of Bloemfontein, and it is stated on good 
authority that in ea,ie Mr. Boshof should be treated in the same 
manner as I have beon, that th~ British Government will be asked to 
compensate him, and a letter to that effect has already been written by 
the British Agent to Sir G. Clerk to inquire whether such an arrange­
ment would be possible, and these measures will in my opinion, when 
known abroad, be the cause of much discontent. 

The c;onsequence of all this is that public confidence is destroyed, a 
strong feeling prevails that there will be a war with Moshesh, and 
that the Colony and Natal will become involved in it. Such war 
would undoubtedly begin on the side of some restless white people in 
the District of Winburg, in the Territory of Molitsane, and the rhief 
object would be to call in the aid of Mr. Pretorius. 

To avert so lamentable a result I would suggest that Your Excel­
lency, when in communitation, would cause the Volksra.ad to under­
stand that Rhould sueh war break out with Mot1hl'sh, in which the 
Colony might be involved, Your Excellency will hold them responsible 
for all the consequences. 

It is much to be feared that such a war would be the ruin of this 
country. Before anything liko an equal conflict can be sustained 
between such a Chief and the Burghers, the country should enjoy at 
least two or three years of ponce and order, to become more thickly 
populated. But so long as Moshesh lives there will never be an 
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occasion for such war. I am a special friend of Moshesh, and dare to 
recommend this Chief to Your Excellency, as one well worthy of your 
esteem and respect. He exercises an extreme influence over all the 
tribes in this parl of Southern Africa. 

Praying that Your Excellency will excuse the freedom with which 
I have written, I have the honour to subscribe myself, Your Excel­
lency's obedient and humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. P. HOFFMAN. 

Letter from the Britisl, .Agent to the Special Commissioner. 

British Agency, Bloemfontein, 3rd March, 1855. 
Srn,-The Rev. Mr. Casalis ha!! requested me to transmit the 

enclosed letter from the Chief Moshesh for His Excellency tho 
Governor, to Your Excellency, and to state that the Chief's n11swer 
has been ready for some time, but delayed by the floods and other 
causes. I have, &c.,, 

(Signed) JOHN BuRNET, British Agent. 

Letter from the Chief .Moshesh to the Gorernmmt Secretary, Bloe111fo11tei11. 

Thaba Bosigo, 5th March, 1855. 
MY DEAR Sm,-1 have received your letter entrusted to Mr. Orpen 

and beg you will thank in my name the members of the committee for 
informing me of the change which has taken place in the Government 
of the Orange River Free State. I beg also to express my thankful­
ness for the deputation sent to me. Mr. Orpen has fully informed me 
on every point I desired to understand. I receive with perfect 
confidence the assurement of peace and goodwill which the Honourable 
gentlemen have wished you to give rue and beg them to belie.e that I 
am not less anxious to live in hannony and friendship with the 
Government which they represent. I remain, your obliged frie11d. 

l\!ark X of Mos11Esu. 

Letter from the Cl1ief .Moshesh to the Rer .. Jlr. Koch. 

Thaba Bosigo, 5th March, 1855. 
I, Moshesh, write to you Mr. Koch who are in the place of Mr. 

Daumas who founded the station of Mekuatling with my permission 
and I MY : As soon as Mr. Orpen and Salomo11e N'Kakone arrive call 
Molitfltlne, let Molitsane call the Korannas. and let the Korannas call 
the Bushmen. Let those men come in the i;tation of Melrnntli11g 
which I know and tell them, l\foshi>sh sa~·s : Let the cattle and otlll'r 
things taken from the Boer by the Bushmen be n•stur('d. Let us 
preserve the peace of the lu11d. Thl, Bushmen were in fault whPu 
they refuse to remove after having b(•en told to do so. The Kurmuias 
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have entreated of me to pray for you the whites, because you dreaded 
the idea of our affairs being spoiled by your men. I have heard you 
nnd this is the wny I intercede for you. 

As the white men say they do not Mk any further effusion of blood 
nnd will Le satisfied if thu cattle and other property of the Boer are 
given Lack to him, it is all right. Consout to what I say and let there 
ht' no contcstation. And if there are things missing you Korannas 
help the Bushmen that they may gt>t out of this difficulty. Oh ! let 
111y land not come into trouble and it shall not il you oLfly this my 
order. 

Mark X of Mos1rnsu. 

Extracts from a IJcspatch of the High Commissio11ff' to the Scc-refa,ry of 
State for the Colonies. 

Cape Town, 9th April, 1855. 
Most of the objections I have urged to the appointment of an agent 

to the Orange Flee State apply equally to the appointment of such an 
agent to the Chief of the Basutos, but this further objection exists to 
such an appointment :-

The Government of the Orange Frfle State would regard the fact of 
our sending an agent to reside with Moshesh ll-ith the greatest 
jealoul'ly; it is at least doubtful if, under the terms of the convention 
l!Oncluded with that Government, we have any right to take such a 
step ; if we do so, and any differences took placf\ between thf'm and 
Moshesh, they would certainly attribute them to our intrigues ; and I 
believe that such an appointment, from encouraging Moshesh, and 
filling the Orange Free State Government with suspicious alarms, 
would by a perhaps slow, but by a certain process, lead to disputes 
between the two States, and probably to war. 

l:-pon the whole I think the less we interfere in the internal affairs 
of the neighbouring States, the more wisely we shall act. I have, 
&c., 

(Signed) G. GREY, High Commissioner. 

Leiter from tl,f' Chairman of the E.rec11-ti1,e Committee of the Orange Free 
State to the Chief Mosltesh. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 16den Mei, 1855. 
OPPERnoorn,-lngesloten send ik u copij van ecnen brief van den 

LnnddroRt vnn Smithfield, waaruit gij zien zult welke misdaden door 
uwe Kapitein er zijn gepleegd en wnnruit groote moeijelijkhedim 
tusschen dezen Staat en uw volk ontstnan kunneu. 

Met groot genoC'gen heb ik uit uwen brief vnn den 5don Manrt 
~ezi<>n dat gij £\ven nls wij ni<>t anders dnn vrode met den Oranje 
Vrijstaat vnlan1-,>t. 
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1k geef u de verzekering dat zulks mijn persoonlijke wensch en van 
,lo burgers dezcs lands is, maar die vrode is niet mogclijk als uw volk 
:-tC'Plt en rooft, en de inwoners van dozen Staat blijft kwellen en nau­
randcn in hunne regten en eigendommen. Ik heb niet noodig u, diti 
een wijs en verstandig opporhoofd zijt, mot vole woorden hiervan to 
overtuigen. 

De heer Ford, Landdrost van Smithfield, zal met eenigo burgors op 
den 22sten en 23sten dezer maand bij u komen om alle klagten voor u 
te brengen. 1k hoop dat gij uw best zult doen dat de Burgers worden 
tevreden en schadeloos gestcld, en alle oorzaak tot misnoegen wegge­
nomen. 

De eenige weg om den vrede tusschen ons te bewaren is dat gij 
zorgt dat uwe Kapiteinen en uw voTh: geen onregt, geen kwaad doet 
nan de Burgers van dezen Staat. 1k blijf in de beste verwachting, 
mt~t veel achting, uw Dw. Dienaar en Vriend, 

(Geteekend) J. J. VENTER, Voorzitter Uitv. Com. 

Information /or10arded by t/UJ Chief Commim:OMr on the Frontier to 
tlUJ Goverm>r. 

Fort Murray, 2nd June, 1855. 
Information received from Danti, a Counsellor of Toise's tribe :­

About a fortnight ago a m<'ssage was sent by Moshesh to Kreli, con­
veyed through a potty Tambookie Chief named Tyali, a son of 
Gobosi, residing on the Orange River, to the effect that he, M:oshosh, 
had with only a small portion of his nation, under one of his sons, 
defeated the English troops at the Bl'\rea, and had he mustered all his 
forces on that occasion, he might have destroyed the whole of the 
troops thon engaged against him ; he therefore wished to come to an 
understanding with Kreli as regards a combination of Kaffirs and 
Bnsutos against the whita Government, as he, Moshesh, W8.6 of 
opinion that if such could he carried into effect, the "White Govern­
ment could with ease be conquered. 

It was arranged by Moslwsh that he and Krell should first decide 
the quostion, previous to the minor Kaffir Chiefs being made 
a<'quninted with the arrangement. 

1\Ioshesh's mesgengors returned, accompnnied by a son of Ooceni, a 
Counsellor of Kreli, and one or two others, charged with a message 
from Kreli to l\fosh<'sh, but I have not yet ascertained Krcli's reply. 
I will on the return of Kreli's emii,sarics (Rhortly expected) endeavour 
to ascertain the mesMge sent ·by Kroli, and the reply received by him 
from Mosheish. 

The foregoing information I received from one of Kreli's pPople, 
who was on a visit to my kraal, and who lives not far n-om 1\-reli's 
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great place. He has promised to let me know anything further he 
may hear about this matter. 

Witness: 
Mark X of D,L...-TI. 

(Signed) GEORGE M. SHEPSTONE, 
Interpreter to Chief Commissioner. 

(Signed) JoHN llicLEAN, Chief Commissioner. 

J)espatch from tk High Commissioner to tk Secretary of State fo-r the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 14th June, 1855. 
MY Lono,-As I think it my duty to keep Your Lordsh4> fully in­

formed of all negotiations carried on between the different powerful 
chil,fs in the vicinity of our territory. I ht:>rewith tran!.mit a momoranrlum 
I have received from Colonel l\Indoan, Chief Commiilsionnr of British 
Kaffmria, conveying intelligence to the effect that Moshesh, en(•ourag-t:>d 
hy the result of the battle of Beren, is endeavouring to form with 
Krl>li a combination of the Kaffir and Basuto Tribes to act against the 
British Government. I cannot, however, but think even if the alleged 
negotiations have taken place, that they will lead to nothing serious, 
and I believe must have emanated from the sons of lfoshesh and not 
from the old Chief himself. I therefore do not at prOF1ent feel any 
anxiety upon the subject, and will take care to keep Your Lordship 
fully informed of anything further which may trnn!<pire in r£>gard to 
it. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Appendix to the Stafemrnt d1·a1cn up at the requnt of fl,e Cl,ief lfolilaane. 

(The Statement will bo found at page 517 of Vol. I. This appendix 
wa11 supplied by the Rev. Mr. Daumas to Sir George Grey, and is 
dated from Mowbray, 16th June, 1855.-C.Ompiler.) 

So n£>ar to the Station of Mekuatling is Vierroet situated that the 
firing of the cannon shook my house, from whieh we could hear the 
clisehnrg-ing of the musketry. Major ,Varden hnd assembled a large 
forl'e, compo~ed of Griquas, Bastards, Komnnas, Barolongs, Dutch 
farmers, Sikonyeln with a few of his followers, two field-pieces, some 
of tlH' Cape Corps, and troops of the line; but it was repulsed with a 
11overe loss to the Barolungs, Griquas, and Korannns, who were slain 
or thrown owr high prel'ipices. But more serious consequences ensued. 
The B111;11tos and Bataung-s !:-pread themselves on.>r the Sovereignty, 
n.nd capturnl vn.st numl,en; of horws nud cattle lH'longing to the 
farml•rs, but respected thosl• farmers who had not been Jln•sent in the 
battlf' nt Yiervoot. l\Ioroko nnd the Kurannas, finding t.lwmsC'lves too 
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much exposed after tho defeat thoy imstained, retired from their district 
near to Bloemfontein with tho permission of the British Resident. 

The confusion of affairs near to the Sovereignty was increased by 
the tribes that had taken refuge within it, for, being supplied with the 
ruunitiuns of war, the Bastards partieularly ma<lfl incessant inroads 
among the Basutos and the Bataungs, numlere<l the people, au<l 
carried off horses and cattle into the Sovneignty, by which they 
exposed the farmers to spoliation. If Moshesh and Molitsane, 
instead of restraining their 11eople, had encouraged them to plunder, 
the Sowreignty would have been ·r;;_ined. 

In the midst of these dangers Major ,var<len sent to Natal for 
assistau('e, from whence he obtained troops, and 800 Zulus uudn the 
comnmn<l of 11, Mr. Thompson. But a suspension of arms being 
ordered by His Excellency the Governor of the Cape, the Zulus were 
sent back, and, without giving previous notice to Molitsane, passed 
through his territory. The Bataungs, who had expected a night attack 
from them, were on their guard, and when they made their appearance 
near to their dwellings they thought they had come to attack them, in 
consequence of which they wore driven out with the loss of i-ome of 
their men. If Major W arclen ,had informed l\folitsane that lw was 
sending back the Zulus to Natal, and that they were to pass through 
his territory, he would,-as ho said nt that time,-not only have 
allowed them to pass unmolested, but lurre giren tl1e111 food. 

During the tumult iuto which the country had been thrown by the 
V'iervoet affair, all the farmers who wntured amongst the natives !,0 

claim their lost property recovered the greater portion of it. v.· e ha<l 
Dutch farmers in our house daily, who found both lodgings and pro­
teetion beneath our roof, and who were assisted by us and the Christian 
people of the station to recover their property, whi(·h was delivered 
over to them by the Chief Molitsane. I have myself seen troops of 
cattle and horses returned in thifl manner, and (•an give the namts of 
many of the parties. The Christian Chief of my Station, who is 
nearly rdated to Molitsane, and who never engaged in war, formed 
during the disturbances a patrol of the people of the Mis8ionary 
Station of l\Iekuatling, to intercept the captured cattle and restore 
them to their owners, he having received the }lower from Moshesh an<l 
Molitsane, which enabled him to re-establish tranquillity in our district 
and ren<ler great services to many inhabitants of the ~overeignty. 

The Assistant Cummissioners, l\Iaj11r Hogge and C. M. Owen, Esqre., 
arrived in l 8,j2, and after an in,estigation demanded of the two Chiefs 
all the cattle of the farmers remaining in their possession. Xo ,wmber 
u·as, lwwerer, st,jnelatrd. In their conference with the Commis1-ioners 
at ,vinburg (at which I was 1,resmt, having hren reqnestl'd by the 
~ssistant Commissioners to att as interprdPr between thl'm 1111d tl1e 

L 
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nntive chiefs), the Chi<.'fs were much opposed to returning the cattle 
d<.'mand<.'d of them, explaining that they had b<.'en captured in time of 
war, and that never had cattle taken from them at such a time bt>en 
restored to them by the British or their allies, nor could tht>y und<.'r­
stand why, when they had made 1irizes after being attacked, they 
wne always reclaimed. They also complained of the repeated dl'pre­
dations committed on them by the tribes who had tnkl'n refuge within 
the Soverl'ignty, near to Rlot-mfontl'in; but none of their grievances 
were taken into consideration, and the Commissioners insisted on the 
cattle of the Boers'heing given up. 

In February and March 130 horses and several hundreds of cattle 
Wl.'re sent by Molitsmw's exertions. Moshesh also sent a number of 
horses and eattle, I do not remember the exact number. 

After giving thl'm up, and when the two Chiefs were endeavouring 
to settle this matter, the Bastards who were living near Bloemfontein 
being supplied with one hundred pounds of gunpowder, two hundred 
pounds of lead, and one thousand caps by Major ,varden, th~ British 
Resident, made a night attack on Molit1;ane's cattle posts near the 
Mekuatling Missionary Station, murdered several of the herdsmen, 
and carried off thousands of cattle. For this the Resident was 
dismissed. 

" Suffiee it to remark," observes the Editor of the Bloemfontein 
paper of that time, "that such proceedings, unauthorized we believe, 
" are enoug-h to frmtrnte the bC>st conceived measures of His Excel­
•· l1•ncy tlw High Commissioner to restore pence to thii! country. We 
'' flhall not he the least sw·prised to hear, before our paper is 
"puhlishnl, that in the course of attempting- to recapture their cattle, 
"l\foli1snne's people shall have carried off many belonging to our 
" farmers. If the PlatlJerg Tinstard::1 wish to play the marauding 
"gamP, they must not be allowed to ret.iro within the British limits, 
"and thus draw the retaliation 0£ the natives upon our frontier 
" farmers." 

In cousequC>nce of the spirit of oppm;ition manifested by the conduct 
of the Bastards, the following Notiee was published for general infor­
mation hy ordl'r of the Provisional Executive Couneil (31st July, 
I8,j2): "That notice be immediately is.sued by the Aeting British 
Rt•sidf'nt to warn all porsonl! from purchasing the cattle stolen by the 
people of Carolus Baatje from Molitsane, and bringing the same over 
thr limo separating the "'hite Inhabitants from the Kaffirs (Basutos), 
umlPr the penalty of having the said cattle seized and confiscated." 

In August the people of Moshesh and Molitsane attacked the 
Bastards (whm one of the Bastard Commandants, Jacob Maurus, was 
F-lain): hut they rt-took fpw cattle in comparison with what they had 
lost. for tho plumh-rert<, fearing an attack from the Basutos, had dis-
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posed of them in variom1 ways, hy eating some, selling others, and 
sending them to other parts of the <·otmtry, even into the Sovereignty 
where a detachment of their tribe was still living. 

The Assistant Commissioners, not satisfied with the number returned 
by Moshesh and Molihano as compemmtion to the Boers for their 
losses by the Viervoet disaster, referred the matter to Sir George 
Cathcart, who went up to the Sovereignty with a large force, pro­
claiming that he had come to ren<lor justice to all tribes, but, instead 
of taking into consideration the cani.es that had thrown the whole 
coll.Iltry into utter confusion, he conh•nted himself by making a demand 
on these two Chiefs of ten thousand hoad of cattle and one thousand 
hori<('s, which were to be paid in three days. This could not be met, 
still Moshesh, who for the sake of peace submitted to pay the fine if 
mora time was given him, sent as a first instalment three thousand five 
hundred lll'ad of cattle, whieh w11s also to be a 1woof of his good in­
tention. GenPral Catheart would not accede to the Chief's rl'quest fur 
more timo to gather the cattle together, but having received the above 
number His Excelleney crossed the Caledon River, aud the Battle of 
Deren. eusu('d. 

In a memorandum of Sir G. Catheart's, the fullowiug direetions 
were given with respect to the cattle already received or takPn at 
Beren.: 1,000 head, a mixed but fair lot, to be givon to Moroko as a 
reward for his loyalty and as some tompensation for his losses ; 250 to 
be given to Carolus Baatje ; 250 to be given to Gert Taaibosch. 

l\folitsane was not a little surpril'<ed to hear that those Chiefs 
rereived rPeompense in cattle, aud desirt>d to kuow if Taaibosch and 
C. Baatje (meaning his people, as Carolus Baatje is wry peacefully 
inclined and was not heading their marauding E>X(•Url'<ions)-had com­
mittecl their depredations on his tribo and the Basntos hy order of the 
British GoYnnment, as they were rowar<h·d for thc-ir " loyalty." 

After the proclamation of peace 1,y Sir G. Cathcart, Taaibosch 
instead of SPttling in his dii;triet went to Sikonyela's reeidence and 
gathered a host of marauders from the Y nal River and some of Carolus 
Baatje's Bastards. They had with them ~-t waggons, and were all well 
ruountecl and proYided with firearms. They continued their depreda­
tions on the llataungs and Basutos, although Moshesh and Molitsane 
gaYe them no cause of complaint. At last Moshesh, tired of the con­
tinuPd inroads of Taaibos<:h, Sikonyela, and their asso<:iates, informed 
Sir G. R. Cink that as th.e Rriti~/1 i11fe1fermct1 amon_q tl,e 11atfre tribes had 

hem 1cifhdrmrn, he was going to punish the two Chi<'fs who had kl:'pt 
the country in continual agitation during several months. He went 
with Molitsane and subdued the Mnntati tribe, took vnst herds of 
tattle and all the wnggons belong-ing to the Korannas and the Bastards 
who had been driven out of their camp by the Basutos, who also 
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foreed them to take refuge on Sikonyela's Mountain, a Rtupendous 
rork whieh the )1atiws eonsi<lorod impregnable. This remarkable 
m·mntain is 1,urn1ounted with perpendicular rocks forn1ing at some 
plac·es precipi<:es of several huudre<ls of feet in de1)th; on one side 
only, whern it is not so high, there is a natural entrance, at the top of 
whid1 the natives have huilt a wall. Through this entrance scarcely 
three men ean man·h a1r<0 ast. On the other side there are two or three 
natural terraees with perpendicular fronts apparently impossi1le to 
mount. 

l\fo,-he:sh ordered his men to storm the height, whi<,h they did Ly 
mounting on the i;houlders of each other and so forming a human 
ladder up the fronts of the precipices in broad day and a pouring 
rain, while one of bis sons, David Masupha, headed a dfrision and 
exposed himself to imminent danger, his men following him faithfully 
up the entranre, of which they made themselves masters. The crown 
of the mountain wn" coverl'd hy grent numbers of armed warriors who 
could use their mmkets well, under Sikonyela, Taaihosch, and the 
Colllmandant of the Bastards. As they disputed the pns~age with the 
Ba;,utos, who were c-limhing O'l"er one another under a galling fire, 
another dh-ision sealed the mountain on one of the already mentioned 
fower sides of the mountain, nnd soon the whole plateau was covered 
with combatants. In the assault and fight some of the Basutos fell, 
hut thPir enrmies were owrpowered in every pn1t of the dit'pnted 
ground. and many of the Mnntatis, Korannas, all(l Bastards lost their 
lirn•. and Tanihoseh wnt' found amnngt't the slain. 

SikonyPln, after secrding himself for eight dayt', took refuge in the 
SuvPn'ignty with a few of his followers, and all his tribe made their 
suhmission to Moshesh. 

On the flight of Sikonyela. Sir George Clerk, H. M. Spoeial Com­
rnissio1wr, wrote to me as follows:-" "\Vinburg. 2nd December, 18-53. 

"Sikony.-la made his nppearanl'e in my tent on the road a few days 
"ago. Ifo looks very humhle and mi;.crahle. He had 40 or 50 
'' followrrs; and as the sight of Kallin, alanns tlrn families of the 
" RoC'rs, I have thought it hetter that he should for the present stay 
" still at Rloemfonteiu. than wander about the Sovereignty. The time 
"is now, I hope. opp••rtune for promoting a lasting peace between the 
" rirnl trihes, and I am F-ure I may rt:>ly upon your good offices and 
"1.eal in aid of so desirable a result." 

During the stay of Sikonyela at Bloemfontein, Sir George Clerk 
spoke in his favour to lfoshe~h, and sent Mr. Owen to l\folitsane on 
the r-ame iml,jPc·t. l\foshe~h and l\folitsane consented t9 the return of 
Sikonyela to his trihe. I was myself sent by Sir G. R. Clerk and }fr. 

GrP<'ll, tl1e Ilriti"h Resid;,nt, to Sikonyela to explain to him the 
intentions of Mosh<'>'h and Molitsane towards him, and also their 
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wishes that he should return to his triLe, but. notliing (;OUkl induce 
him to do it. 

Since the death of Taaihosch and the flight of Sikonyela, )Ioroko, 
the Chief of the Barolongs. and Carolus lluatje have also made their 
submission t() MoshC'sh. and pea<;e has heen in the wuutry ever since. 

·when the tharatter of the Ba!'uto Chic-£ was at last understood, it 
was justly appreciatc·d. of whi('h we have ttn(lN1ialJle evidence in the 
outograpli lett,·rs whieh both thP late Sir George Cathcart, Gowrnor of 
this Colony, and Sir G. R. Ckrk, H. M. Speeial Commissioner, were 
pleased to write to him while in South Afriea. I have reason to 
believe that no one more than Sir George Cathcart n·gretted that he 
had not from the outset known more of him, and I believe that if he 
had, the unfortunate battle of Berea in all probability would not have 
taken place, and matters would have bel'll amicably settled. 

Before dosing these notes, I feel it my duty to say that the last 
British Resident, Henry Green, Es11., though hi::i power was more 
limited than that of his predecessor on account of the coutemplatcd 
abandonment of the Sovereignty, acte1l a most honourable and con­
sistent part, and that he gained the coufidenco of the Chief Molitsane 
and his tribe. I must also mention that in scwral ca~es the nativc::i 
who were within the Briti:;h line, having stolen the pro1wrty of the 
Bataungs, },e was not slow in rendering thl'lll justice as far as ho cm1hl. 
"\Ve remember the time of Mr. Green's Residentship with pleasure. as 
impartiality was the foundation of his ads. The impres,-ion made 
during the brief duration of his government was so good that when 
Molitsane heard_ of his going away he said : " ,vhat a pity that after 
" so many troubles, and when we had a British Resident who was 
"making our hearts happy, ho is going to lie takrn from us." 

Letter from tl1e Chainnmt of tl1e E.rmdire Commitfre of tlie Orange Free 
State to f/,e Cl,i,:f llo8!,e,!1. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den l0den Julij, 1855. 
Orrrn1worn,--Uit mijn Rl'hrijwn van den 16dl'!l Mei 11. is u geble-

1.rn met hoeveel leedgevol'l ik de ongeregeldheden heh vernomen die 
aan de brrenzen plaats vinden. De net's dat daaruit nog grooter 
onaangenaaruheden zou voortkomen deed mij besluiten mij regtstreeks 
tot u te wenden, die zoo krachtig voor wet en orde tot dusverro hel,t 
willen waken. 

Die g,,ede pogingm stel ik op hoogen prijs en waardeer ik ill' volle 
mate, maar zullen ze beidl•n tot terugbckoming van hf't gestolen of 
geroofd we dan geloof ik, Opperhoofd, dat wij zelven elkander zullen 
behooren to spreken en gezamcntlijk zullen moeten werken om de 
regten dcr noodlijdende te vcrzt•koren. 
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Tot dat Pindc nu hcb ik mijnP n1t'd1·led1'n 1liC' met mij hC't hoop;:<tC' 
gezag dC's lands uitvoC'rl'll verzoeht om op Dings1lag den 1 iden Julij 
aanstaande op Smithfield te zijn van waar wij ons zeer gemakkelijk 
naar C'C'llO plaats konden begeven die door u voor eene zamenkorust 
met ons bet geschikst wordt geoordeeld. Als clan wrt:'enigd knnnen 
wij elkander openhartig en wrtrouwelijk te kenrn.•n gewn alles wnt 
stoornis :um de orde en vrede kan te weeg breugen, en maatregelen 
beramen dat elknnders regt volgens de wet kan worden verzekerd, 
en eindelijk zullen wij door d1•ze ou1forlinge bijePnkomst het bewijs 
leveren van onze WPder1.:ijds1·he hartelijke gezindheid oru vredo en 
vriendschap to bevordl•reu, wanrop wij van ouzen kant den hoogsten 
prijs blijvt:'n stellen. 

Gij zult ons wel ter r<•1·hter tijd will1•n bt:'rigten van de 11laats on het 
uur dat gij voor onze bij1•1•nkomst hel1t bepaald. Ik heb, enz., 

(Gokekend) J. J. Yz:.•n-rn, Voorzitter Uitv. Com. 

Ldfrr fro11t flit Chair1111111 ,f tl,,, .Ec,.,-11/irc C'om1J1itt,,,. of the Oran!/e P,w 
8t,1te to tlil' Chief JI,,.~/,,•.~/,. 

Jammerhergsdrift, den 2iston Julij, )8.j;j_ 

OrrEHHoorn,-De laatste brief u uit Smithfield gezondeu d,l. 19 
Julij ll. verzocht ik u op Jammerlwrgsdrift te komen. Dit schrijven 
znl u wel thans geworden zijn. Den :!3sten Julij II. heh ik mij op 
rei;; hegeven, en ben nu ter be,;temden plaatse aangekomen. 

Doch gij wnnrt daar niet, ook was danr geen bt•ri!:,rt van u. Om 
wPlke reden gij niot nan mijn vredelievend en vrien<lelijk schrijven 
h<'bt kunn<'n voldoen knu ik moeijolijk gisseu. Iutusschen blijf ik 
een groot belang stPllen in uwo persoonlijko ontruoeting, want ik neht 
do znak waarover ik met u spreken en haudt:'len wil van het grootste 
gewigt en van <lringende nard. ,vat gij rnij <lus Oppe1·hoofd ook een 
bowijs leveren van uwe grootmoedigheid en beleef1lheid doe mij dan 
de t•er um mij te :Blo('JJ1fontei11 te komen bezoeken, of indien die reis 
u te ver, of de moeijte u te groot ruo1,rt zijn kom dan naar l\Ioroko en 
sd1rijf mij uwe aaukomst, <lan zal ik alilaar tot u komen. Opper­
hoofJ ! van 1lo jeug-d af aan hl"keud met de Kafft>mntie zie ik maar 
al te dui1l1•lijk dat er iets is hetwl'lk nan nwe untie 011tevrt:'d1·nlwid 
v1•n,·ekt, en als con wnrP vriend durf ik u verzeker<'n <lat bijaldi1m het 
in mijne mai:,rt ;.taat 1lic re<lenen onmid<ldijk uit. den weg zullen 
wordl'n ger11i1111l. Op mijne reis herwaarts bc,n ik nog versterkt 
gew<irden in dat g1•vol'len ; vele g<'sprc•kken heb ik gehoord on<ler 
mijue 111gPzi;tP11<'n die mij de ergste gevolgen dJen vreezen nl,1 gij 
nid spoe<lig nan mijne11 beleef<len en vriendelijken rnad wilt voliloen. 
D1•uk er aau, Opperhoofd, <lat ,·an onze hand het hloe<l geeisl'ht zal 
wor<len ~at nutteloos word! vergott-n, on misschien kau worden 
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gespaard wanneer wij als ware vrienden Tan orde on vrede ons eenige 
moeijte willon nemon. 

Zorg gij zoo veel in u is dat do menschen die op onze grenzen 
wonen zoo lang van allo ver<lcre lust worden bovrijd en t-0ch niet 
lunger wordeu getergd door dio gcdurige rooverijen. 

Met den hartelijken wcnsch dat gij nan mijn verlangen zult gehoor 
geven, noem ik mij uweu wan•n vrienJ. 

(Geteekeud) J. J. VENTER, Voorzittcr Uitv. Com. 

Letter Ji·om tl,e Clt11ir111a11 of the Ececutire Committee of tlte Orange Free 
St,tli· to flu· Cf,i,f Jfosl1ebli. 

Gouveruements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 3den Augustus, 1855. 
OPPERIIOOFD,-Yerblijdeud was mij <le ontvaugst van uwen brief 

dcl. 30 J ulij 11., vooral omclat ik <lauruit rueeu te zien dat gij mijne 
goecle bodo<'lingeu op prijs stelt. lk wil u claarom toouen dat ik 
gcPno moeijte zal ontzien om clat gewcuschte doel to bereikeu, t·n zal, 
volgens uw schrijven, op den Ssteu Augustus naustaaudo, indien de 
Beere wil, op Platbt-rg ziju. 

Heb de goedhc•id, Opperhoof.l, om de briev<'n die gij dit jaar ..-au 
mijne onderhooringcu hcbt outvangon ml't u te uenwn. Ik V<'rlang 
gaame grondig door u to worden ingelicht, want d(•zc gelegcnheid 
komt mij gowenscht voor om afdoende muatrqrelen met u te b,·palen 
en vast te stelleu, waardoor wij <'lkan<ler in dt, tuekomst de hanJhaving 
van onze wederzijdsche regten kunuen helpen handhaven. Daartoe 
Opperhoofd stel ik u voor uwe zonen of eenige Kapitcinen ul<laar te 
roepen, en verzoek u tevens van een tolk te latcn vergezellen dio de 
Hollandsche taal magtig is. Ik eindig met den hartelijken wensch 
dat gij in beterschap moogt toonemen en verblijf UEd. Dw. Dienaar 
en Vriend. 

(Geteekend) J. J. V.E.'\'TER, Voorzitter Uitv. Comm. 

Ll'fter f,w11 tl,e Ch11ir111a11 of tl1e l!'.cerntice Cummitfre o/ the Orange Free 
State to the Landdrost of 1Vinburg. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, O.V.S., den 25stcn Augustus, 18.i5. 
\VELEu. HEER,-Ik heb <le eer de ontvangst to erkennen van uwe 

missieve dd. 16 <lezer, kennisgevende van den moord van een Hottentot 
b1,neve11s diefstallen van paar<len door het volk van Molitsane. Aan­
gaa11de laatstgemelde feiten kan ik UEd. infcrmeren dat door wij op 
don !)d('n Ul'zer to Plat berg vrodt-lievcndo schikkingon zijn getroffon 
met Moshesh, waarbij oncler anderen is bepaald um vrijhcid to vor­
lPenen tot onderzoek in deszdfs land dour eigenarcn van geroofd vee 
aun wit•n door mij daartuc Jit•rmit moot worclon verleend, wits onge-
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wapend, en dnt doze nrnntrPg(•l ook door den gans('hen rand van hf>t 
Opperhoofd waaronder zieh een nfgezant van Molitsane bevond, is 
toegestemd, zoodat U ,v el Ed. daarvan ten behoeve dcr eigenaars 
gPbruik wenschende te maken, mij opgave kunt doen van de namen 
en voornamen der personen die verlangen mogten hun vee op te 
!!poren en daartoe een permissie billet zullen begeeren. Ik heb, 
enz., 

(Geteekend) J. J. VE.~TER, Voorzitter Uitv. Com. 

Procl{ll1111tion by Moshcsh. 
(Translated by the Rev. T. Arbousl!Ct). 

Thaba Bosigo. 27th August, 1855. 
The word of Moshesh on witd1eraft.-I am Moshesh, I write to my 

people, and say to them: you rnnember that formerly when any one 
rc>sort-ed to the wikh, the pnlJlic heard of it, that it was well known 
before anything was done, and that one -would go far to consult the 
wizard, even to Zululaud. 

But at the present d,ty witches abound among the Ilasuto~, and it is 
our people sitting quietly, see one come unexpectedly to announce that 
some man has been killed on the word of the witch, and sometimes 
also that many have been kilkd, though the public be ignorant of the 
tim"l and cause for having resorted to the enchanter. 

These wizards are wild dn•amers, they ought to be brought togPther, 
and one propose thPm this hard question as a text : The lung si('kness, 
where does it come from, destroying flocks everywhere throughout our 
lands? where has it originated? when shall it end, and what time, 
that plague whieh covers the whole earth? that would be a question 
worth putting to witehes. Instead of this, they are only told of a man 
that is ill, and upon this some one is killed. It is generally known 
that these men ctre mere dreamers of fantastic imaginations ; let them 
come togtsther, and be asked a difficult qnPstion, and were it lawful to 
bewitch one ; the fur-famed wizard Mokoma himsc,1£ ought to be 
prest:>nt, and put to the test, that we may hear what he will say. 

At Mokhachane's people do not resort to the witch, neither at 
Moshesh's, nor at Letsie's, nor Poshuli's, Mogale, Ramanela, l\Iolapo, 
Ma:;hupa, or l\fopeli. But in the smaller towns, people go to the witeh 
constantly, making of this custom a sort of gamPtrap (protitable 
trade); let that trap enHnare them, and no one will have 11ity on 
thPm. 

However the people mnst he tolcl of it first, that they may know of 
it beforehand; they have heard of Mpatsi, how he has lately killed 
Ramothihela.,v. No one is to imppoRA, that though a rare thing sentence 
of death ia not paRRAd among UR when a man kills another, (and who 
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knows but Mpatsi was insane)? Now: Wlim llll!f one is J.:i/1,•d in a 
case of 1citclu:raft, the murderer Ifill he mf/st StTercly judged, and sr11te11ct'd 

to death. 
This word is for public information, and will stand as law, and is 

assented to by Letsie, by all my brothers, and hy all men in the tribe, 
who spit on the lie of witchcraft, and cover its fate with their spittle. 

Mark X of MosHESII, Chief of the Basutos. 
" Ramothibela was killed, on the word of the witch, and the 

murderer Mpatsi sentenced to death by the chief Letsie. 

Letter from tlt8 High Commissioner to tlie Chfrf ,lfosfosh. • 

Queenstown, 19th September, 1855. 
• MY FRIEXD MosnEsII,-1 have long since promised your friends 

that if I visited this part of the country I would go to Aliwal to meet 
you, if you wished to see me. I have therefore sent on Mr. Grillith 
to you with this letter, to tell you that I shall Le at .lliwal upon Friday 
the 28th of this month, where I will reeeiYc you if you wish to see 
me, as I should be glad to be of any use to you that I can. 

I shall not, ho"Wever, be al,le to wait at Aliwal, a~ I am going on to 
Natal, and am anxious to complete my journey as soon as po:ssil,le. 
But I will wait there until Mr. Griffith brings me batk your answer. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extra,:ts from a Letter of flte High Co1,u11issio11i-r to the President of the 
Ora11r1e Frefl State. 

Aliwal North, 2.'ith Sc11tembcr, 1S,'.i5. 
I am ddayed by business connected with the border, and to give an 

opportunity to Moshesh of meeting me at this place, if he desires to 
do so, which I promised some of his friends I woul<l <lo. 

When I have ha<l the pleasure of meeting you, and have ma<le 
myself ac<1uainted with the subje<:tt1 you wish di~tussed at a proposed 
joint interview with Moshesh, I shall, if these subjects present no 
obstacles to.my doing so, feel great pleasure in meeting him with you, 
if Moshesh informs me that he falls in with this arrangement. 

(Signe<l) G. GREY, High Commissioner. 

Extracts from a Letter of tlie High l'o111111issio11cr to tl,e Colonial Secretary. 
Aliwal, 2nd October, 18,55. 

An annual allowance of Fifty-two pounds per annum to be mad11 to 
Sikonyela, to be paid monthly, and to date from the 1st July 1855. 
This is a compensation to him for the loss of territory and country, to 
which he has been subjected in having been driven out of his home 
since we loft the Orange River Sovereignty, he having drawn upon 
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himself the hatred of the Basutos from having always acted in alliance 
with the Government. 

Jlin.utes of rt Couference bd1cem tlie Pr, sid,11t '!ft/,,: Oran,qe FJ'ce St,1/11 
and tlw Chief llloshl'sh, in prl's,·nc,· of llis Exc,•llmcy 

Sir George Gn·y. 
Smithfield, 5th October, 1855. 

The President : I am very glad to see Moshesh here in the presence 
of His Excellency Sir George Grey, on the firi;t official opportunity we 
have had of meeting in the Free State. I think it well that we should 
often meet, ns 1wrsonal visits are always much more satisfactory than 
correspondence by letter. As we meet now personally, we had better 
speak of business. I have often heard that Moshesh is a man of 
1ieace, and is desirous of keeping peace with the whites. I am also a 
man of peace ; and now in the presence of his chief men I wish to 
show him on what terms we may make peace and friendship continue. 
As the hest mode to do so, my view is that as I am chosen on one side 
and Moshesh on tho other to see that peace is not interrupted, wo 
should, in case any disturbances occur, let each other know our minds 
freely. I shall, therefore, tell him at once that I have on my arrival 
boen very sorry to hear of many thefts having been committed within 
our boundary hy wicked people on the other side. I would be glad to 
convince him that such things must be put a stop to, or the conscquence:-1 
will be that they will put the country in a blaze, and do great harm to 
all. These are all the compkints I know of as yet. Mr. Ford has 
already represented the case to him, and he has promised to punish 
the thieves and put a stop to the stealing. I have no doubt that he 
will prove himself a man of his word, and make his chiefs help him 
to oorry out his promises. 

Moshosh: Peace is the mother of all. I admire what Your Honour 
has mentioned. I would be glad to hear any remarks of Mr. Ford's 
in confirmation. 

The President: ,ve will await your answer. 
Moshcsh : If no one t>lse speaks it may appear as if these were the 

wordt1 of only two peo1ile. 
The Presidl'nt : I am tho representative of all my people, and my 

word is theirs also. I wish to hear the mind of Moshesh's pco1lle 
through him as their chief. 

Moslwsh : May the things you speak of ascend to heaven. My 
mind looks on the two personages present as the first fruits of a now 
year. I do not mind faults being mentioned, but i understood this to 
be a meeting of friendship. I met Mr. Ford about the faults now 
brought forward. I do not deny that some of the things have gone in 

Digitized by Google 



1855) BASCTOL.\...'W RECORDS. 155 

our direction. I do not know tho best means of stopping tlwse things. 
'\Vhat has the Governor come for ? Has he been sent by his master? 
Is there not a word of ad..,-ice antl wisdom? I cannot bear tho weight 
of all. You come from the land of Chaka. If you have not :seen 
him, you may have seen prints of him. He war:1 ruine<l by his 
relations. You have wisdom to build beautiful houses of day. ,ve 
got all we have from the whites; can we not make somo plan by 
which we can enjoy what we have, and keep 1wace? Dr. Philip wrote 
to the English Government when we were in trouble, and it as:-istecl 
us. The complaints have not been sufficiently established. If you 
can show me the cause of dissatisfaction Jet me know. There I end. 

The President : I will take him up at the last word. The cause he 
must know, but the way is this,-his people come iu and steal. The 
missionaries have been long enough in the country for them to know 
that stealing is wrong. I believe that Moshesh haR enough good 111<.'n 
among his people to help him to put down the wicked men who steal. 
I am glad to hear that he wishes to get advice. I want it also. If we 
can both get advit'e, I for my part am ready to take it and be guided 
by it. If he is willing to take adviee from His Excellency, I am also. 
I will state the cause of complaint, and if he has any I hope he will 
state any that he may have, and then if I can I will remove it. I wiU 
tell him clearly in as few words as possible what we complain of. The 
thefts committed in Mr. Ford's district within two years, as c·arefully 
collected by him from the Fieldcornets, amount to 29i head of breeding 
cattle. 

Moshesh: I have already agreed with Mr. Ford that I was con­
vinced that some cattle have been stolen, and I have made him 
promises ; can you not give me some aclvico ? 

The President : If Moshesh will listen, I will just tell him the 
numbers. 

Moshe8h: It is just what I wanted. 
The President: Oxen and breeding cattle together 363, horses 294, 

sheep 112. I was not satisfied with the simple returns of the Field­
cornets, and have instructed Mr. Ford to got statements on oath from 
the owners of stolen cattle. This is not yet complete, but is consider­
able. Since the numbers in tho statement of the Fieldcorncts have 
been ascertained, many more cattle have been stolen. " 1hen the full 
amount has been ascertained I will let Moshesh know. I do not want 
anything unjust. I will examine the list myself, and find out thoso 
for which Moshesh is answerable, and when this number has been 
ascertained I will tell Moshesh. I have now ordl'red the Landdrosts 
to send in monthly returns of stolen cattle, with all the particulars of 
the theft, instead of allowing the list to a<·curnulato for two years. I 
will tell him also that it iA nut only from Mr. Ford'A district that com-
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plaints artJ wuclu; I have received also repo11,; from Mr. Orpen that 
thdts of horses are committed on the ,vinburg border. Some of the 
horses have been found with 1\lolitsane, and some have been given up, 
others he refuses to return unless the owners come tu fetch them. This 
must nut be. My people cannot be put tu such expew;ei;. 0 Ile ought 
to have sl•nt the stolen horses and thieves to "·inburg, where they 
would have been punished Ly wi. Stealing will never cease, unlt,ss 
the thieYes arc punished. Retaking stolen cattle froill the thief it! no 
punii:!hmcnt.· He ought also to be fined or receive corporal punish­
ment. If the chief refuses to give up the thief he makes him .. df 
responsible. ,ve put thieves in prison, and punish thew when <'On­
vic:ted. If he did so we would not have any more stealing. He ncecl 
not kll_rue that he has no power to punish those who do wrong, fur if 
they can retake stolen cattle they c.tn punit!h the thief also. It is 
complained that Molitsane harbom·s Bushmen and other thieves, abo 
that Lct,;ie occupies the lane.ls of the farwers ancl wakes gardens there. 
These are the very people whom 1\Iuishesh promised Hoffman to 1cwove 
last January. Molapo's people have also encroa('hecl, and 1\Iolapo, 
thoug-h 110 has prolllist'cl to remove them, has not done so. I nwntion 
theso things to ~how that they give rise to quarrels. My people will 
not suhmit to it any longer. Now, as he has asked my advice, I i,ay, 
that if his people will not obey him he must make them. He must 
take his people against them. Those things that thtc>y i;hould not wi,;h 
us to do, he must not do. He could not Le satisfiecl if I said I could 
not help such things if committed by my people. I know that they 
tan do it, bel'ause sometimes for mouths 11mg no thefts were colll­
mitted, so if they could stop the thieving.once tht'y coulcl do so again, 
and there arc other chic,£:, who do not steal; I condude, therefore, that 
those chiefs who will exerl'ise their power can stop stealing. 

Moshcsh : Cun the names of those chiefs not be given ? 
The PresidPnt: Moroko, Jan Bloom, Lepui, Adam Kok, and 

\Vatorboer. 
1\Ioshesh: You nwntion tho!>e thing-s, His Excellency Leing present. 

"·c must remember t!tat we are on a frit·tHlly visit. Your Ilonour 
must remembPr tbat you have only been a short time in the country. 
'Ihe Landdrost and I who have long lived here know bettc-r. The 
swurcl of the mouth is grievous. ". e had better not speak so, but 
separate in peac:e a;, we have met in peace. 

The I'resid(•nt : I think the best way to secure pcac:e is that friends 
meet ancl ,;,peak their mind:;. I have :;cated all I have had to say, and 
I want 1\Ioshc,;h to state any grievances ho has to speak aliout. 

Moshesh: Not to-day. 
The I'residPnt: Very good, I shall always be happy to hear from 

him aLout anything that is done wrung by my people, as war would 
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only break us all down ; hut if there is any other thing, as His Excel­
lency is present, of which he feels aggrievc•d, I shall be glad te hear it. 

Mo,-hesh: No, not to-day. Let us go home. \Ve can correspond 
by letter. 

The President: \Yould he like His Excellency to girn us some 
advice? 

Moshesh : It is not the proper day. His ExcellenC"y is nnt here to 
hear difficulties. We can correspond by letter. 

The President: I thought Mo;;hesh would wish it. 
Moshesh: Ad,·iee to a chief ought to be given in private, not in 

public. 
The President : 'When OC'easion is urgent we Reize the first oppor­

tunity of meeting, and if Moshesh postpones the conference on these 
important matters, some nceident muy occur, for which we may he 
sorry before we meet again. It may be long before we can mect 
again ; it may not be easy for us to do so. ,Ye can write, hut 
we may not understand eaeh other so well as by com·eri,ing. I 
have therefore spoken to him in His Ex(·clleney's presence, in order 
that he might give us some a1hiec, and that we might profit 
by it ; and it would be a satisfaction to go home with a mutual 
conviction of having come to an understanding to correct what has 
been wrong. 

Mo:-ihesh: I did not expect that the matters already settled with 
Mr. Ford, and to whom I have already given an au1,wer, would ho 
toudied upon; and I have also given a paper to Mr. Venter that 
people suffering from thefts should be sent to mo. I am ready to 
hear advice. 

The President: I know nothing of Venter's arrangenwnt. He had 
no right to make one. I was then in the country. Such a proposal 
as yuurs that we should go into your country could never be enter­
tained. Mr. Venter was appointed with three others. The directions 
given to all hy Mr. Ford were good, and ought not to have been 
broken by one. If I were to send my people that way into your 
country it would only make disputes ancl hreak our friendship. 

l\fo;-hesh : I did not come to speak of business. 
(There seemed to be somo misinterpretation of the Chief's meaning 

in this last sentence, which had l,een interpreted in English by 
Nehemiah, Moshesh's son. His Excellency Sir George Grey then 
asked the Rev. Mr. Arhousset. who was acting as interpreter, whether 
ho thought Moshesh would like to hear what he ought to do. l\fr. 
Arbousset replied in the affirmative.) 

Hi;. Excellency addressed Moshesh as follows :-You say that we 
are wi'lo pMple in being able to build heautiful houses of clay ; a 
man who does that is resi)ected by others, hut a man who raiso!1 
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barbarians in tlrn 1:1cale of civili~ation is admired by agt:1s. You are 
now the huilder. You have collected some barbarians, and made a 
kilHl of nation. The question now is whether you are to succeed or 
fail. Not only is South Africa looking on, but many parts of the 
worla too. Every good man is willing to assist,-no one more so 
than tho Prc~ident. I have had an opportunity of hearing his views, 
and I am sure he is anxious to help Moshesh to succeed. It is 
impossible that a civilised nation can allow a nation of thieves to 
remain on their boundary. The President and I are ready to put 
them d,,wn. I would be glad to see you more cordial to accept the 
Presidmt's offers than you have seemed to be; and as I am now going 
away for a considerable time I would be glad to be certain that you 
would devise some 11lan for the future. In such a plan I will assist 
as far as the Cape colonial boundary is concerned. It must be greatly 
owing to your own energy that you have raisl1d yourself to the posi­
tion you now hol<l, and I would advise you to trust to that energy in 
future and not to bad advisers. I trust that beforo I leave you will 
have given some proofs that you will put down stealing, aud allow 
your tribe to prosper. I am sure the President's remarks will bl, 
appreciated,-! have been particularly struck with their justness. 
I hope uofore I le.ivt:1 you will promise to put an end to such practices 
as those that have been carried on. 

Moshesh: \Ve ought to praise His Excellency for his words, 
though we wore not aware when called to visit that such thing .. would 
haTe boon brought forward. 

The President : If he is not prepared to speak on business, will ho 
appoint another meeting, or will he go home and consider, and 
a1111uaint me with the result, and in the meantime try with his chiefs 
to put a stop to the stealing, or otherwise consequences will ensue 
that we otherwise may all deplore. 

:Moshesh: \Vhen I met Mr. Ford at Sefali's, I made an agreement 
with him that we should make a list of stolen cattle, with the parti­
c1tlars of theft, in order that I could call on the guilty ehiefs and 
show them the accusation against thc·m. 

Mr. Ford explained that the fo•t was in the course of formation. 
MoshPsh expressed himself satisfietl, and said that the measures 

adoptl•d to settle the thefts on that list would go towards stopping any 
future thefts. 

The President : Will the chief give me some promise that he and 
his chiefs will endeavour to put a stop to any future thieving, or else 
the lists will only continue to in('rease? 

Moshesh : I cannot bind myseli to say that there will be no more 
stealing, thieves do not tPll me when they come in or out. Did I not 
at the meeting with Ford at Sefali's tell my lleople they must not 
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even steal a goat? You must give me time. I have eaten the 
Governor's meat, and it will be ensy for me to vomit it up, but it is 
not so easy to make thioves disgorge what they have stofon. 

The President: I praise Moshesh for the manner in which he met 
Mr. Ford. 

Moshesh : The sooner the papers are ready the better. I will 
make my report on them as soon as possible. 

The President: I will go away satisfied. I shall al~·ays be glad 
with him to remove all dilliculties as long as we remain in the same 
situation. 

Moshesh : I feel as you do. I came to bring some 
people. Peace and tranquillity by all means. They 
things to be relied on. It must be the wish of both. 
patience overcome evil. 

words to my 
are the only 
,ve must by 

The President: I am very glad to hear what he says, and I will 
remember his words. 

His Excellency the Governor: Work away building thia house. 

Agreement bd1ceen Moshuh, Parn11101111t Cl,ie;f of tl1e B«R1tios, and the 
President of tlw Orm1,qe }i·re State. 

1. Moshesh shall cause it to be made known to his subjects that 
whenever any one of them wishes to enter the Free State, he shall be 
provided with a pass signed by one of the Chiefs, or by a missionary 
resident among them, in accordance with the law enaeted with that 
view by the Legislative Assembly of the Free State, dated 31st 
August, 1855. 

2. That wheneYer a party of Moshesh's subjects wishes to Jrnnt in 
the Freo State, permisi;ion for that purpose shall fir,-t be obtained 
through the Chief to whom sueh party belongs, from the Lauddrost of 
the District, and such hunting party shall be subject to whatever 
regulations the Landdrost shall make for the oecasion. 

3. That whenever subjects of Moshesh shall not act iu n<·cordance 
with these rules, or shnU be· found without a pass, they shall be liable 
to such proceedings as are establish<.'d by the ubovementioned law. 

4. That in the event of thefts, where such thefts shall be traced to 
within the boundary of any Chief,-infor.nation thereof shall be gh-en 
by the owner of the stolen cattle, or by the Fieldcornet in whose 
ward he belonbrs, to such Chief,-in order that the latter may be 
enabled to follow the spoor, and make the requisite investigation. 

5. That any further measures or proceedings in such cases shall 
only take pince between Moshosh, or the Chief in question, and the 
Landdrost of the District from which the cattle were stolen. 

6. That in the event of cattle thefts, where the Chief~, to or within 
whose houndaries the cattle have bMn traced or discovered, sball 
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deliver the thief or tl1ieves, together with the i;tolen cattle which may 
he found in his possession or otherwise, to the Authorities of the Free 
State, to ho punished according to the laws of the State, then no 
further compensation shall be demanded,-but when the guilty party 
sl111ll not lw dPlivered to the Authorities as above mentioned,· together 
with the requisite proofs of his guilt, then the stolen property shall be 
rP~tored, togl'ther with a fine or compen!'ation of four times the value 
of the ~toh•n property. 

i. That in every case as above mentioned, restitution or compensa­
tion for stol(•n property shall be made within two months after the 
date of its being demanded. 

8. Tl.at whenever any subjeets of l\foi-hesh shall trespass or squat 
upon the forms of one or more of the burghers of the Free State, and 
shall refuse to remove on being desired to do so by the Fieldcornet, 
then they shall be driven thence by force. 

9. That in any case of dispute or doubt about the right of property 
in any form or land of any burgher of the Free State, such right or 
elaim thPr1Jtnfore enjoyed by him shall continue to be recognised and. 
allowt>d. until a judgment in the case in question Bhall be decided 
n1•on l1_v the Paramount Chief Moshesh and the President of the 
Orange Free State, or other officer authorised to act on his behalf. 

10. That no burgher of the Free State flhall be permitted to take 
possession of, or place himself upon any land in the territory of the 
Paramount Chief Moshesh, without the latter's authority so to do; and 
if he should do so without the requisite permission, he shall be desired 
to remove, and should he refuse to remove, may be forced to do so. 

That by the word c·attle shall be understood, as often as it occurs in 
this ag-reement, -oxen, cows, or Lreeding cuttle, <,alves, horses, mules, 
i,h,,ep. and goats. 

Thus done and agreed upon by the undersigned, and in the presence 
of the undt>rsignecl witnesses, at Smithfield, in the Orange Free State, 
thi~ sixth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
h11wlrt>d and fifty-five. 

This agreement to tnke effect from the tenth of November next. 
Mark X of Mos1rnsn. 
(Signed) J. N. BoslloF, President of the Free State. 

,vitnesses : l\Iark X of LETSIE, 
(Signed) JorrN H. FoRD, 

E. CASALIS, 

NEIIE~IIAII, -

" 
DAVID, 

YoHo, 
Mark X of l\fAKUAI, 

?ilurk X of JosuuA MAKOANYANE. 
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E:etra<t from a Ltter of the Prirrrte Secretary to the Higl1 Commissioner 
to the Reside11t Ma_9iatratfl of Aliwal North. 

Smithfield, 6th October, 1855. 
Sm,-1 am directed by the Governor to request you to pay to Mr. 

Arbousset the sum of one hw1dred pounds sterling, to be appropriated 
hy the French Protestant Mission for the building or fitting of 
Chul'C'hes in Basutoland. Sueh amount to be paid from the funds 
provided by the British Government for establishing schools and 
missions in South Africa. 

E.rtracts from a Letter of tl1e President of the Orange Fre, Stat, to the 
Hig/1 Commis~ioner. 

Government Office, Orange Free State, 11th October, 18,55. 
Sm,-Iu your letter to me from Graaff-Reinet, dated 23rd August 

last, you were so kind as to express a willingness to co-operate with 
me, and to afford rue any assistance in your power, and as, since your 
arrival in the Free State, you have already, by your influence and 
advice to the Basuto Chief Moshesh, been the moans of indueing him 
to come to an understanding with me which I trust will prevent a 
Rtato of things calculated to bring upon the people of our frontiers 
partieularly such direful calamities, as even the blessmgs of peace 
and prosperity for many succeeding years could not have repaired, 
oven supposing us to be ultimately successful in a struggle, which I 
would not have been able to avert so long as the natives on our 
horder were allowed to continue their harassing practices of horse and 
cattle stealing and encroaching upon the lands of our people, I feel a 
pleasing duty resting upon me, on behalf of the Inhabitants of this 
State, of expressing to Your Excellency our sincere acknowledgments 

• for the intere;it you have shown in our welfare in this and other 
respects. ii- ii- ii-

In the mean time our Government is left to provide for the neces­
sary carrying on, or rather establishing an Administration that will 
tend to secure la,v, order, and peace in a territory extending several 
hundreds of miles in length and breadth, with numerous and some of 
them powerful tribes on our borders, of whom the most powerful seem 
to have been left by the late Gornrnment under the impression that 
the all important question of land boundaries between them and the 
European population, as arranged and fixed by Sir Harry Smith, was 
broken up ant! annulled by the ahandoument of the country by the 
Briti~h Governnwnt. and that all thoso disputes. which have for many 
years caused so much trouble and ill feeling between the whites and 
the coloured tribes, have now to be opened up anew and arranged 
between themselves as best they can. ii- • il-

'M 
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I wish to bring to Your Excellency's notice that in the event of 
disturbances between us and one or more of the powerful tribes on 
our borders unfortunately breaking oui;, they have every chance at 
the commencement b lay waste a large extent of our country, and 
unchecked to inflict upon us grievous injuries, being to a very great 
extent themselves mounted and armed as well as we are ; but if we 
had a few field-pieces we might, though far inferior in numbers, be 
enabled much sooner to check the sweeping desolation, and I feel the 
neeei-sity of such a superiority in our weapons so indispensable that I 
would consider it a gre:it favour if Your Excellency could assist us 
in any way to procure four or six small brass field-pieces with 
carriages and a supply of ball and grape shot, and one howitzer to 
throw shells, if required. • . • • "' "' 

(Signed) J. BosHOF, President 0. F. State. 

E.rtrnct from n Letter of the Higli Commim'oner to the President of the 
Orange Free State. 

Bloemfontein, 11th October, 1855. 
Sm,-In reply to Your Honour's letter of this day's date, I have 

the honour to i,tate that in endeavouring to induce 6e Chief Moshesh 
to come to such an under1,tancling with you as might in your opinion 
he necesim.ry for the security of the inhabitants of the Orange Free 
State, and might avert from the frontier the calamities of war, I 
<•flrried out the wish of Her Majesty the Queen of England, who 
desires in as far as practi<'able to Uile that influence in South Africa 
which Divine Providence has bestowed upon har, in such a manner as 
to promote to the best of her ability the peace, happiness, and welfare 
of all pl•rsons, whatever may be the State to which they belong. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Ld!tr froH1 tl1e Pre,~ident of tlie Orange Free _State to tlie Cliief Mosltesl,.. 
Government Office, Bloemfontein, 5th November, 1855. 

"~ORTIIY FHTE~D,-1 am glad to hoar from various quarters that 
everything is 'becoming quiet on our borders, and that thieving is 
c:ea~ing. I ascribe it to your exertions and the co-opt•ration of your 
various subor<linate chiefs, showing a dPterminatinn faithfully to tarry 
out our agreement. This is as it should be, for then only shall we 
}rnve a prospect that our people can li\·e in peace and harmony. 

Rut you will remember that when we parted you promisl'd me that 
you will not lend an oar to any mnn, be he Boer or whatever else, not 
authorized by me, to medille in ruattns of a public nature as between 
Uf'I; and U!'. I have juf'lt heard that l\fr. Ilo!Tman has been with you 
and made some onr1niriL•~ as to what took plat,e betm'en His Excellency 

Digitized by Google 



1855] BASUTOLAND RECORDS. 163 

the Governor of the Cape and yourself, and as hetwoen you and me ; 
and as I cannot see what rt>ason he may have, or with what good 
motive he can have done so, and being determined to punish with 
severity all busy bodies who I ,;hall fil\(l aim at creating any 1listrust 
between you and me, or cause 1my di~turbancP in tlw good under­
standing now existing, I bq; of you canJ.idly a11d Lom•stly to let me 
know whether Hoffman spoke to you on such matters, and what the 
conversation was, or if he wrote to you to send rue a copy of his letter 
and of your answer. 

Hoping that you may be in the enjoyn1ent of health and happiness 
I remain, Chief Moshesh, Your Friend 

(Signed) J. N. Bos110P, President of the 0. F. State. 

Letter from the Chirf llloperi to the L1111ddrosl of Winburg. 

Platherg, 6th November, 1855. 
DEAR SIR,-Your communication of date Octo her 30 has come safely 

to hand. Accept of my wnrml'st thanks for the same. As respl'cts 
the requl'st contained in your circular to remove thl:' various parties 
therein specified from the places where they are at present located, I 
have only to reply that we can only act as delegated by the Paramount 
Chief (Moshesh) and therefore bPg of you to refer the matter to him 
as the best way of disposing of it in a satisfn,ctory manner. 

I dare not take the responsiuility upon me to authorize cuer<'ive 
measures on the part of the farmers, lest it should be productirn uf 
strife and unpleasantness, but douut not that if the matter is referreJ. 
to the Chief Moshesh he will authorise us to settle everything in a 
satisfactory manner. 

I hope that the removal of the said parties is nut so urgent as to 
require immecliate attention for the following reasons : 

1. The lungsii,kness has carried off great numbers of the Basuto 
cattle, so that those partius now residing on the frontier have nothing 
to subsist ou Lut their corn, and if they are driven off in haste they 
will necessarily be rt•duced to a state of want, which will cause them to 
steal their neighuuurs' propt'rty. 

2. They have not the means of removing their corn from their 
kraals as most of thl"'ir paekuxL•n have died of lungziekte. 

3. Besides this thPy have large crops of corn sown in their present 
locations, which re11uires their attention on tht1 spot to Rocure the crop. 
I have only expressed my opinion in this, but wisll you, as I said 
before, tu n•fer thu whole to Mo~lwsh. 

Six children, one a child of Maulamagola, aud five, the children of 
Muhlokua, who wus kilh·<l in tlw late war with Sikuuyelu, are now 
re,itling with mo; the five are living with their mo~her, awl Mushm,h 

?,q 
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iutouds writing to the father of the first and requeRt him to send 
for the child. 

(Signed) PAULt'S MoPERI. 

ErtmrtR from fl C'irr11lar Rent by the LmuldroRt ~f Wi11b11r_q to tl,e C/,ids 
.Jlol11po, J[operi, (Tlld .J[olit~fl/111, n11d fo }'ra11R T'iljom. 

De hedneltle Naturellt'n zijn voornamelijk de volgende :-
1. Bos<'hjesmaunen, dieven van Frans Viljoen, die bezig zijn 

i<troobuizeu te maken. 
2. Koranuas nabij Grobbelaar, die overtredingen op zijn plnati1 

en de plaatsen van de lmuren maken. 
3. Yolk van l\foperi en anderen in de nabijheid van Kloklani en 

Tbaba Clwu, die aangezegd zijn geweest door Senokal te vertrekken, 
en die geweigerd hebben. 

4. De kraal waar Tehili woonde op de plaats van Lows Fourie en 
de andere kraalen op dat rr,ans eigendom. Deze heeft Molapo mij 
Jang al beloofu te rcmoveeren, en bet is nu aan mij gerapporteerd dat 
nng meer van zijn eigen vulk daar gegaan zijn. 

5. Yolk van Letsanu en Lentza de zoon van Zetbbo, die ik lang 
gt'led<'n ann Molapo als uvertreders wijsde. 

Dezo allen, met de uitzoudering van de Bosjesmans, beoft Moshesh 
verleden nieuwe jaar mij een scbriftolijke belofte gegeven te remo­
vet>ren. 

Nu heeft bij de accoord bij den President en den Gouvemeur 
g,·maakt. 

(Geteekend) JoflEPH M. ORPEN. 

Leifer from tl,e .A.ding Lmuldro~t of 1Vinburg to tl1e Go,ernment Stcrefory 
of f/,e Orn11,r1e Frl'e State. 

Winburg, 8sten November, 1855. 
WEL ED. HEEn.-De hoer Orpen heeft een van Sikonyelas volk die 

hier voor cen lunge tijd gewoond hecft met dit circulaire gezonden, 
met bet oognwrk 0111 te hooren wnt de gezindheid va11 de Kaffers is, 
knpteius zoo wel als volk. Deze Kaffer verhaalt dat Molitsane zegt 
hij j,, gcen Kaptein, hij kan niets zeggen, dat de boue moet naar 
l\foperi gaan. 

l\folapo heoft weinig gezegd; hij zeide dat hij een kind is, en dat 
hij wret uid. Hij kan de harten van de audere Kaffers niet uitbalen 
en zien wat daarin is. Hij weet niet of de Kaffers zullen vertrekken. 
Ilij wou ge1m openlijk antwuord gcven, muar ik geloof dat hij lieeft 
lwkend gemaakt dat zij moesten weggaan. Maar volgens wat de 
hode zegt hij gehoord hecft, zullen zij t1ift zonder geweld gebruikt 
j,- van hunne tegenwoor<lige woningen vertrekken. Ik hen, enz., 

(Geteekend) J.uIEs MELVILLE, Ag. Landdrost. 
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ExtractiJ from a IJ~p«tch Qf tl1e H(qh Com111i~siu11er fo tl,e Secretary of 
State for the Colo11ie-Y. 

Cape Town, 17th November, 1855. 
Mv Lonn,-! have the honour herewith to transmit for your infor­

mation copies of a eorrespondt'nce with tho President of the Orange 
Free State, regarding certain points in which ho desired the assistance 
of the Government of this Colony. 

2. Your Lordship will be gratified at finding that it has been in my 
power, on most of these point», to meet the wishes of the Government 
of the Orange Free State, ancl that I was fortunate enough to be 
recently able by my advice and the influence belonging to my posi­
tion, to induce the Basuto Chief Moshesh to come to an understanding 
with the Government of the Orange Free State, which was the m,0 au,; 
of averting a war between those two powers, the results of which 
even under the most fortunate circumstances would in the opiuion of 
the President of the Free State have brought about calamities whieh 
it would have required many years of peal'e and prosperity to repair. 

3. I should state in reference to this subje,·t that a pttblic inter­
view, a very fair report of which is herein c-ndosed, took place in my 
presPnce between the President and the Chief of the Basutos, upon 
the 5th of October at Smithfield in the Free State, the result of whid1 
left me very much dissatistiod with the conduct of ~fol:lhosh, but in the 
proceeding:i of which I did not thiuk it right to take any prominent 
part. 

4. The whole of my experience with semi-civilized ral'es has, how­
ever, convinced me that but little good results from such public meet­
ings, because (amongst other causes) the chief, who i:i in tho prcseul'e 
of all his people, feels if he submits to advice or listeus or yields to 
language of at all a threatening character, his position with his 
nation will be compromised and his influence lessened, if not under­
mined. 

5. I therefore early on the morning of the 6th October se>nt for 
Moshesh, and saw him in the presence of only his sons and three or 
four of his principal Chiefs, and I then in plain aud strong, yet 
friendly language, pointed out the absolute neces,-,ity of his forthwith 
coming to a friendly understanding with the Government of the Free 
State, the terms of which I could in no way attempt to dictate, as each 
party must in these protect his own interests and do that which was 
nc-ccssary for the good of their people and territories. I simply 
re11uired that their differences which admitted of the most ready 
adjustment should be adjusted in a fair and honourable ~pirit. 

6. If the coudu<:t of tho Basuto Chief had dissatisfied me on tlw 
'previous day, he now did much to repair my previous uufaYourablo 
impret,sion, for he now undertook,-fully understanding my views,-
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to seo the President of tho Orange Free Stnto and to adjust all 
differences with that Government, and in the course of the day an 
arrangement was mntle (at a private meeting at whic-h I was not 
present) between the two Stafrs, which was mutually satisfactory to 
eaca of thorn, and which removed the prospect uf a collision between 
them. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extract from a Letter of l/;e Prfsidl'l1t of tlte Orange Free State to tlie 
Jiiglt Commissio11er. 

Bloemfontein, 23rd November, 1855. 
We have enjoyed perfect peace and quietness since you passed 

through here, no reports of cattle stealing or othc•r am10yanco from 
the Natives. I had a lctkr ye~tcrday from our friend ~Io:;he:;h in 
answer to one from mo. HP ::-L•nt five men on horsel.Ja<·k ou purpL>se to 
bring me his answer, and "'l'l'lllS exc-eeding-ly pl(•asL·d to have hC'ard 
from me that stealing- has (•PasPcl, nnd statl·s that it has eost him muC'h 
trouble aucl many a resth-ss night. He also pruf P"ses the utnw:;t 
.anxiety for peace, as well as a great deal uf sincere friemhliip for me 
1wrsonally. I hopu ho ha,; become sincere at last. Should this be 
really true, your friemlly counsel to him will have "\\Tought a greater 
ehange in his condttd, and of his sous and subordinate c:;hiefs, than all 
the coercive memmros hitherto tried with them. In my answer I have 
amongst other things expressed a hope that he may Le equnlly suc­
cei<sful in carrying out the other part of our agre1•mL·ut, viz., the 
removal of squatters from the lands of the Boers. This, however, I 
fear, will not be an L'asy task even for him to accomplish, but I have 
offered him my assistance should it be needed. 

(Signed) J. Ilos1w1,. 

Ldfrr Ji·om the l'rrsid,,11t of tl1e Orange Fn'e State to the Cl1i,f Jlo~h1-~h. 
Bloc•mfontein, 23rd November, 1855. 

Goon Fnrnxn,-1 h:n-e duly reeeived your letter of the I ith inst., 
and I am glad of the tuutmts thereof. I am satisfiud with your 
explanation as to Iloffman, and I wrote to you Leen.use he himself 
harl been talking, and from what,he said to the Landdrost I was 
justified to suspeet him; I thc•rl'fore thought it right that I should 
put you on your guard against him or any man who might be disposed 
by fnlso rE:-prosentation or from their own restless disposition to disturb 
you or yoi.:.r people; for it often happens that suth won pretend very 
much to be our friends, whilst they act as enemies, and I am detn­
mined, if I find them out, to have them punished. But as to you 
I now feel confident that you will not so easily helieve what may 
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be said by people who had better attend to their own affairs, and that 
you will let me know whenever any attempt be mado by any one 
of my people to create sus1)icion between your meu and mine. \VA 
can write and ever)ihing will soon Le cleared up. I tau easily 
understand how mueh unen1<iness you must have suffered in your miud 
to put a stop to a praetiee, which unhappily seems so deeply rooted in 
the nature of uncivilized men; but you are a clever man and so are 
your sons, and if you are determined and if your chiefs will do as you 
tell them I feel persuaded that we shall in future live in peace on bnth 
sides, and that the other parts of our agreement will also be carried 
out; so that every cause of discontent will be removed for ever. If 
they will not listen to you and you may want my assistance, you have 
only to let me know. I am sorry to hear of the death of your father; 
but as he was a very old man we could, in the course of nature, only 
expect such an event: My wish is that Moshe:sh may live to be a very 
old man too, and that when he is called away from this world of sin 
and trouble he may find a father in heaven, whern I too shall be glad 
to meet him and to speak to him of better things than we often have 
to do in this life.-Yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. N. Bos110F, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Cl1ief J[oshe~h. 
Government House, 8th December, 1855. 

CmEF Mos11Esn, MY Fnrn:-m,-I have had a letter from the I'rt'si­
dent of the Free State dated the 2Jrd Novembor, in which he klls nw 
that stealing has now ceased, and that your people cause no further 
annoyance of any kind whatever. He further tell,; me that you say, 
that to bring this good stato of things aliout has cost you much 
trouble, and many a restless night. 

My Friend, the wise ruler re:sts but little ; in his watchfulness an<l 
energy is shown his lovl'l for those over whom he rulPs. It is there­
fore good that you should thus have watched. Be watchfol still, let 
not weariness beguile into too sound a slot'}> him who watches for the 
good of others, not for himsdf alone. 

I thank you much for your efforts to put down stealing, an<l for 
your having thus observed the promis~ you made rue. 

Has your cart reached you? I am continually hurrying Mr. Ilurud 
to send it on. Is it a good one? 

If you sleep not, neither lot your missionaries sleep. I have heart.I 
no more from them about the School, nudge them gently that tlwy 
may wake up and write to me, for this is a noble work. Let your 
sons and your captains know that I send my love to them. Let thPlll 
persevere in good. 
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Fro1l the Friend of the Chief Moshesh, from the High Com­
missioner. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tlie Rev. Mr. Jo1me to the Lall(/drost of Winhurg. 
Thaba Bosigo, 19 Decembre, 1855. 

CHER MoNsIEt:R,-J'etais absent quand votre lettre datee du 14 
Decembre est arrivce a Thaba Bosigo. Cependant le Chef en a ete 
informe par M. Maitin et il s'est empresse d'envoyer des messagers d 
Molapo et a Mop<1ri pour les engnger a faire evacuer les places par 
vous montionnees. Jo lui avais moi-meme donne connaisan<;e de votre 
lettr", et le Ch"f avait pris en seriouscs considerations les reclamations 
que vous fasiez valoir auprcs de lui. Tout porte done a croire que les 
choses seront bientot retablie et que justice sera faite a qui de droit. 

(Signf) TnEoP. JoussE. 

Letter from tl1e Pr1•sirlmt of tlie Oran_qe Free Stf/te-to tl,t' C!liief Mo.<liesli. 
Bloemfontein, 2nd January. 18,56. 

DEAR FRIEXD,-Your letter of the 28th of last month reached me by 
the post via Winburg yesterday. I was glad to gather from it that 
you are continuing in health and in such a praiseworthy disposition of 
mind as is expressed in your said letter. I wish you much joy and 
happiness during the year which we have just entered upon, and 
sincerely hope that peace and a good understanding may continue 
between us and our people throughout this and every succeeding 
year. 

As ~o your enquiry about the kind of fortification which the farmers 
are building, I wish to set your mind at rest c>n this point; they are 
doing this on my advice and with the approbation of our raad on their 
farms and such places ns they think suitable not only near the boun­
dary but in every fi<>ldcornetcy throughout the whole country, as 
places of refuge or defence in case any disturbance should ever break 
out. I sincerely wish that they may never want any of their sdia11tu,1i, 

as we call them; but this is a thing that neither you nor I can foresee. 
We may have perfect confidence in each other as chiofs, but it has 
often happt,ned that wars and disturbances do break out oven between 
Christian natiowi who have lived for many years on the most friendly 
terms. Since thPse things are possible, it is well that in time of pence 
we make some preparation to defend our families and property, if 
that ~honl<l happen which we all hope may never occur. 

We have no standing army of troops to protect our frontiers, nor 
do we live in villages or kraals in groups together aa your people 
ancl the natives generally do, but on isolated farms. 
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It ought not therefore to surprise you that we think ii right to make 
some provision for our safety. 

In the hope that this explanation will set your mind at rest on this 
subject, I remain, &c., 

(Signed) J. N. BosnoF, President O.F.S. 

Despatch fro1n the Steretary of State for t!te Culoniea to Gorernor 
Sir George Grey. 

Downing Street, 26th January, 1856. 
Sra,-1 have received your despatch No. 31 of the I ith of November 

last, transmitting copies of a correspondence wiih the President of the 
Orange Free State regarding certain points, in whith he desired the 
assistance of the Government of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
forwarding minutes of a conference which was held in your presence 
between the President and the Basuto Chief Moshesh. 

I am glad to learn that you were enabled, in many respect~, to meet 
the wishes of the President, and that you have formed so favourable 
an opinion of the progress of the Orange Free State in the estalilish­
ruent of good Government and of friendly relations with the Cape 
Colony. 

I trust that the conference held with Moshcsh may Le productive of 
a permanent good understanding between that Chief and the Free 
State. I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 

P.S.-1 have also to acknowledge the receipt of your further despatch 
on this subject No. 43 of 8th December last. 

E.drt1Ct1 from tl~ Speeclt of tl1e President at tl,e openiug of tl1e Vol!.-sra(l{l 
of the Orange Free Slllte on the 4tli of Fehrnary, 1856. 

Voorts, Hoog Edele Heeren, heb ik het genoegen tcr uwer kennis 
te brengcn dat bet land, in den tyd . opgemcl<l, in eencn staat van 
Vrede en goecle ver~tandhouding (met eene enkele uitzondering 
misschien) alle onze Naburen heeft mogen vcrkeeren, en ik heb de 
beste verwachting dat zelfs de voornaamste der Naturelle Volkstammen 
die ons omringen beginnen in te zien <lat een volk nimmer gclukkiger 
is dan wanneer een iegelyk gerust en in vrede ondcr zynen vygcl,oom 
of wynstok kan nederzitten, en de vrucht zyns arbeids ong-estoord 
genieten; en dat beschaving, godsdienst, goede zeden, en verbt>tPring 
van alle burgerlyke instellingen bet best bloeijen wanneer de bazuin 
van den kryg niet geboord wordt, en er eene inwendige tevredenhcid 
bestaat, waardoor kracht gegeven wordt aan alle ondernemingen die 
de zamenleving zoo wel nuttig alR aangenaam maken kunnen. 
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Onder de middelen die niet weinig tot dozen staat van zaken hecft 
b,rgedragen, mogen wy eene voornamo plants tookennen aan het 
bczoek aau deze plaats, en de reis door dezen Staat van Zyne 
Exrellentie d"n Gouvernour van de Kaapsche Kolonie, in de mannd 
October van bet verloopeuo jaar. Naar het zieh liet aauzien stonden 
de zaken tusschen ons 011 ouzo talryke Naburen de Basutos op dien 
tyd niot heel gunstig. en eene botsing werd alreeds als onvormydelyk 
to gemoet gczil'll, toen ik het genoogen had lwt groot Opperhoofd 
Moshesh, met verscheidcne zyner Onder Kapitcini., in tegenwoonligheid 
van Zyne Excellentie aan Smithfield te ontmoeten, en tot eene ver­
standhouding te geraken die ten gevolge had het sluiten van eene 
Overeenkomst tusschen mij en dat Opperhoofd, die ik U. H. Ed. thans 
ovcrhaudig en tor uwer goedkeuring suhmitteer. Deze Overeenkomst 
met de grootsto bereid willigheid door Moshosh en zyne onderhoorigo 
Kapiteins ingewilligd en aangcgaan is door hen al aanstonds met die 
gotrouwhcid nagekomeu dat de dieverijcn op onze grenzen ophieldcn, 
en wy het vooruitzigt hobben om (wanneer er even zoo veel boreidwillig­
hcid zal worllen aan den dag gelegd, in de getrouwe opvolging van al 
de andere deelen van de gemeldo overeenkomst) met dat Volk eene ver­
standhouding te blyven aankweeken die ons tot nut en hen tot zegen 
verstrekken zal, en hunne rasse toencruing in beschaving kan 
bevorderen. 

Er blijft, wel is waar, eene aanzienlyko rekcning te vereffenen nwt 
Moshesh en ,vitsi, en ccn of tweo dcr Stammen aan den kant der 
"\Vittebergen, doeh ik heb het genoegen U. H. Ed. te kunnen meldcn 
dat Moshesh zyne bereidwilligheid verklaard heeft die vergoeding, 
zoo ver als zijn volk aanbetreft, te doen, wannoer eeno bl'hourlyke 
opnemiug gcdaau zyndo, het blyken zal waarvoor hy nanr regt 
aampreekclyk kan gehouden worden. De roden dat darmedo zoo 
lang is vcrtraagd is te vinclen in de traagheid van velen der lyders om 
hunne opgaven voor den Landdrost te bowyzen of te bekrachtigen ; 
zoo dat de lyst my eerst eou.ige dagen gelcden werd toegezonden, en ik 
dus geene gelegcnheid hebben zal dezelve na to zien, en aan Moshcsh 
too te zenu.en, u.an na hot afloopen van de bezigheden van doze 
Zitting. 

E.cfract from the Proceedings of t!te Volksraad of tl1e Orange Fre~ Stall'. 

22nd February, 1856. 
Yoorgcsteld door den heer Kloppor, gesecondeerd door den hoer 

Allison, " Dat de nu voorgelezcme overecnkomst tusschen Moshesh, 
groot Opperhoofd der Basutos, en den Staats President van den 
Oranjo Vrystaat, gedateerd 12den October 18.55, worde goedgekeurd en 
aangenomen." Aangenoil).en. 

Digitized by Google 



18,56] BASUTOL.\XD RECORDS. 

Letter from tl,e Presirlmt of the Or(lll!JC Free Strite to tlw IIi!Jh 
Commissio11er. 

Di 

Government House, Orange Free State, 2ith February, 18;'.>6. 
Sra,-From my last communication Your Excellency will have pt>r­

ceived that we had a hope t!i.at our differences with some of tho 
Basuto tribes would soon bo brought to an amicable settlement, and 
that the Great Chief Moshesh would be able to punish the thieves and 
their Chiefs on the Caledon River side, and to take eff Pctuul 
measures to put a stop to the incessant cattle-lifting with which our 
Border continues to be harassed. 

I am sorry now again to inform Your Excellency that Moshesh has 
not fully complied with his engagements in either of these respects. 

From the correspondence (of which I annex copies) Your Exeellency 
will perceive how matters now stand between us. The Border 
Farmers continue to complain bitterly, and threaten to abamlun their 
farms, whilst many of thos::i who had previously quitted have not 
ventured to return. 

Notwithstanding this, we have resolved to forbear as long as po:;si­
ble, in order to avoid a general colli,;;ion with those trib('s, and have 
recommended our farmers to live closer togt'thor and several familieti 
to occupy one farm, and to endeavour by repeated patrols and 
increased watchfulness to protect themselves, still waiting to see what 
Moshesh will do. 

Unfortunately another most unexpected and inexplieable circum­
stance has happened on the 23rd and 2-tth instant, whieh I have no 
doubt will drive us into hostilities with the Basutos and possibly into 
hostile collision with the Transvaal Republic. 

At the particular deRire of our Volksri1ad, which is still sitting, I 
proceed to acquaint Your Excellency with the occurrence. Mr. 
Pretorius, the late Commandant-General of the Transvaal Republic, 
who has lately been elected President, has always been on the most 
friendly terms with us, and even as lately as up to the 10th of January 
last, on which date he informed me of his election as President and 
professed the most sincere friendship towards our State. 

In the month of December last Mr. Pretorius paid us an unex­
pected and very hasty visit, proceeding as far as Faun•smith. Since 
his return vague rumours were spreading that. as the three years' 
guarantee, agreed upon in the convention entered into with Sir George 
Clerk, would expire on the 23rd instant, Pretorius would dai!ll. fl08· 
session of the Free State. 

The tale was thought too absurd to deserve the least credence, but 
to our surprise, on the eTening of Saturday, the 21st instant, a t!on of 
lloshesh arrived here, stating that Mr. Pretoriu~ had appointed his 
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fotlwr to meet him hero that eveuing, but, that the Chief being 
unable to ride such a distance, he had been sent to learn the pleasure 
of Mr. Pretorius. The same day several of the well known advocates 
of the old Pretorius party also arrived, and the next day he himself 
and a few more entered the town. 

It then beeume known that messengers had been despatched in 
various directions to call all his adherents together, as he intended to 
elaim possession of this State, by virtue of a cession made to his late 
father of all the Emigrants' lands by Her Majesty the Queen of Great 
Britain. 

On the 2-Hh he had an interview with the Volksraad, and amongst 
other matters ad.tally put forward this silly demand, urging it on the 
ground of some correspondence with Governor Cathcart and the Duke 
of Newcastle, which had in reality no reference whatever to such 
pretensions. 

From the enclosed copy of the Minutes of the Raad, Your Excel­
lency will perteive all that took place at and sinc-e this interview. 

Pretorius left this place at noon on the 25th, having first dismissed 
the sou of Moshesh, with a promise that ho would send another mc-s­
senger to that Chief; and after having made an unsuct·e1,1sful applica­
tion to the printer to print a certain Proclamation which he intended 
to circulate here. 

It further transpires that Mr. Pretorius had made promises to 
restore to former claimants all their lands which they forfeited at the 
time wh-:in they fled from the ,:ountry in consequence of hostilities 
with the Grit1uas, and more recently with the British Government. 
,vhilst he also makes promises of protection to our farmers against 
robberies and annoyances from the natives, he pretends to be the ally 
of Moshe::,h, and tampers with the latter, to induce him to have nothing 
to do with me, aud to al:knowkdge him alone as the rightful Chief of 
this Country. 

,Vhat this man is capable of doing may be inferred from his conduct 
in 1851, when thP Country was in pos:;ession of the British Oovern­
ruc-nt. 

He was then i;eut by his father to Mo:;hesh, and amongst the 
Farmers in the ,vinlmrg rlistrid; and took a list of the names of . 
those who submittl'<l to hiru (the now deceased I'retoriL1s), demanding 
their signatures, a1Hl promising to give them proteetiou against the 
robberies of the Kaffir,;. 

lly these uwans ho then forced these men to take his part, whilst 
they were robbed of their live stock and in 111any instances completdy 
ruinod. He sul:ceeded so well at that time with this despicable 
maurouvre, that it may be expected he will try it again. 

The great 1»ajority of tho Freo State people are contented with 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1856] JIASUTOLAND RECOJUIS. 173 

" their own Government, and will have nothing to do with Pretorius, 
but those on and near the Border may be forcod as before by l\foshosh 
to submit to him or be ruined. Some again are allured by promises 
of <>heap Government and low Quitrents, whilst other8 would side 
with him in tho hope of getting servants, as it is well known that the 
Transvaal Governme>nt is in the habit of dealing in the ehil<lren of the 
Natives, as a1>prentices up to the age of 2.:;, which they capture in 
their wars or procure by other means, a practice which this Govern­
numt has spared no pains to put down throughout the State. And 
finally some desperate character:; would join Pretorius, preferring 
anarchy and confllilion to any lawful control. 

Should this man Le supported Ly the Transvaal peo11le, there is no 
doubt that he will succeed to a certain extent at least, if not entirely, 
in rendering abortive what has been effected during the last three 
years in training this people to the Art of Self-Government, and thereby 
bring about a state of things far worse than ever existed over the Yaal. 

As the Colonies of the Cape and :fatal will uu<loubtellly Le affected 
thereby, the Yolksraad thinks it right that I inform Your Excellency 
thereof, in the hope that Your Excellency's intercession may prevent 
re~mlt8 so much to Le deprecated, if Your Exl'elleney would he pleased 
to warn !Ioshetih against li:steuing to the persuasions of l'n·torius, and 
to proclaim that his pretensions on this State are entirely unfom11kd, 
and by stopping the sale of gunpowder to the Transvaal both from the 
Cape Colony and Natal until that Republic shall han, disclaimed Mr. 
Pretorius's pretensions to the Free State. 

I am further instructed to apply to Your Excellency to know 
whether Her Majesty's Government would be willing tu .enter into a 
treaty of alliance with the Government of the Free State, and what 
would be the pruLable stipulations of such a treaty. 

Finally, I beg tu assure Your Excellency that in making this com­
muniration I have no individual interest in view. For myself, I shall 
he glad to be relieved of the onerous duties conneeted with my 
t1ituation, as soon as I can feel persuaded that my services are 110 

longer of use or are uot rec1uired, but I could nut feel at ease were I to 
retire at a time when it may Le apprehended that hy so doing a great 
injury may Le inflictt'd on the peac·eaLle and well-disposed inhabitants. 

The favour of an early reply will greatly oblige, Sir, &c., 
(Signed) J. llo:i11uF, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from tht Prest'dmt. of tl,~ Orange Fr,e State to tl1e Chief .Mosl1fsl1. 

Government House, Bloemfontein, 1st March, 1856. 
,vouTnY FurEsu,-1 havo thought proper to write a few lines to 

you, iu order to inform you that the grea~ Council of tho people of 

.. 
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this State ha8 npprovNl of mul eonfirmed the agreement entered into 
by us at Smithfield on the 6th day of October last, and also that an 
in;.pectiou of Laud on the Border of the Cnledon River District will 
take plaPe by the Land Commission in the course of a few months. 
and that it will be advertised in the IJhmnfontein Gazette for the 
information of all parties concerned. 

I have further to inform you that Mr. Orpen, the Acting Landdrost 
of :-.inith.field, has written to me concerning a correspondence between 
him and the Chief Letsie, concerning the woman Anna Hermanns. I 
annl'x herewith copies of that correspondtc'nce, so that you may see 
that I have reason to be displl>ased with Letsie, on aC<,'OUnt of the 
thr1.>atening language made use of by him in the letter to the Acting 
Landdrost, but more so with the man that wrote that letter for 
LPt~io, and with the words spoken by the messenger Paulus Lipolo. 
Sueh things may bring on serious coni,equences. I therefore beg of 
you to take sm·h steps as may tend to prevent a repetition of the 
conduct complained 6f, as I have given orders to the Landdrost 
severely to puniflh any attempt that may be made on the part of 
Letsie, or any of his people, to set the lnws or authorities of this 
State at defiance. 

The case of the woman has been properly inquired into, and she 
was on the clearest evidence found guilty of theft before a competent 
Court of Justice, and though she may always have been an honest 
woman before, that is no reason why she 8hould not be punished if 
found guilty of s11Ph a crime; and I !-hould have expeeted from Letsiu 
as a Chief that he would have thought it his duty to disoountenanre 
such <leerls. iRstoad of becoming nn advocate for them. 

Hoping that you are well, and that I shall soon hear from you, I 
remain your friend, 

(Signed) J. Bos110F, Pretiident 0. F. Stato. 

Leftdr from Fi1.fdcornet Olirier to tl,e L111ddro~t uf Smithfield. 
Middelkranl, ideu Maart. 185G. 

M IJ:OIEER,-Ik heh cen rapport vnn dt•n assistent Y eldkornet 
ontvnngen, en hij l10eft mij bckend gem:rnkt dat Posuli de mcnscheu 
aaugezegd hcoft om van lrnnnc plaatseu te vertrekken. Ik hen 
tladt-lijk daarhccn gt•gMn om hot te ondcrzoeken, en ik hen tot bij 
l'o,;uli gt>Wl'l'St en hem gevraagd of clit waar was. Ilij 1ckent dat hct 
de waarheid was, mnar vcrklaart dat hij zulks uit vrees gezl-'gd had. 
Tiij zegt dat hij goed gewetcn hedt al::: hij 'zulks liet wcten dnt de 
mrnschcn bij hem komcn zou. clan kon hij zich icmand krijgt•n om 
zid1 mcde uittt•~preken. Hij had gehoord van 2 konunandos van 
hurgl•rs dio op hem zoudeu nederkomcn. Ik heb hem lwt cladelijk 
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klaar gemaakt dat het onwaar was, en ik heb de zaak weder tot 
vn,de gt•hragt. Een gedeelte der men~ehen wou niet naar mij 
luisteren, zij zijn daarom van hunno plaatson vertrokken. Ik weet 
niet meer wat mij te doen staat om de menschen wt>der tot stilstand 
op hunne plaatsen to krijgon. UEd. moet mij toch raad goven wat 
ik moet doen om do menschen tot nede te brengen. 

(Geteekend) J. "\V. OLIYIER, Veldkornet. 

Letter from the A.ding Secretary to the Gorernmmt of the Oran,qe Free 
State to tlie Secretary for Natfre Affairs, Natal. 

Bloemfontein, 12th March, 1856. 
Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 31st January laRt, with the annexed statement regarding the theft 
of certain horses from Usubulawa, a native belonging to your District, 
by a Kaffir in Witsi's country. I am directed by His Honour the State 
President in answer to inform you that rn>ither Witsi nor the man 
charged with the theft is a subjer,t of this Government, but that thPy 
belong to one or more parties of independent Native~, tho greater part 
under ,vitsi, as their acknowledged chief, who have settled down on 
or near our boundary lino on the Drakensberg for some time past, 
and have from time to time C'Ommitted a number of cattb 
thefts on the subjects of this State, and latterly trespassed-by 
s11uatting on their lands-to 1mch an extent, that the Gornrnment ha:, 
at last been obliged to resolve upon fitting out an armed expedition 
against them, both with the view of expelling them from that portion 
of the Fre9 State of which they have taken possession and punishing 
them for their continued robberies perpetrated on the proi)erty of the 
Bot>rs in that vicinity. 

This Expedition is likely to proceed in that direction early in May 
next, and His Honour the President has further directed me to enquire 
whether the Government of Natal would be willing to co-operate with 
this Government with the view of expelling Witsi from that part of 
tho Country now occupied by him, as it must bo evident to both 
Governments that the Natives under him, who are daily incn'asing in 
number, will become dangerous to both settlements by their depreda­
tions. and may before long be able to obstruct the communication 
between the Free State aud Natal. 

You will thL•refore oblige me hy a><certaining from his Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor whether the President can rely upon such a 
co-operation and to what extent, when I shall immediately acquaint 
you with all further particuhmi as to the time and place of assembling 
of the intended expedition. and give directions to kN'p up a communi­
cation with tlw Officer in Command on the Natal side. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. ,v. SrRUYT, Acting Secretary to Government. 
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E.drrrrt from a Ldter of the President of the Or~n.qe Free State to tk Chief 
Moroko. 

Bloemfontein, 15th March, 1856. 
Should you learn anything more certain as to the fact of the 

Basutos having actually been out and in arms, on the instigation 
of the woman Manchupa, I shall feel obliged to you to let me know, 
as I intend writing to ?ifoshesh requesting him to punish her in an 
exemplary manner for trying to cause a war between us and his 
people ; for had we heard, of ihis arming and marching out of the 
Basutos, we would have done the same ; and each thinking that the 
other wanted to attack him might have brought on a collision, which 
we have no wish or drsire to see unless we are forced to it. 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from the Chit/ Moshcsh to the Pre&idmt of the Orang6 Free 
State. 

Thaba Bosigo, 21st l[arch, 1856. 
GREAT CmEF,-Your letter of the I st in11tant has been brought to 

me, informing me of the case of a Bastard woman, but I will not 
meddle with the affair, since it has already been settled. Both Letsie 
and myself, we do not object to a thief being punished according to 
law. As to the letter of my son, he has iold me when I inquired, 
that it was entirely his own, and I have found fault with him for 
having written it. 

Respecting the limit question, it would be wrong in me to keep 
silent about it, since it is & great one, and that you might find it 
improper of me not to return you an answer. Be so good, Sir, as to 
hear me how I look at that question, about which my whole tribe 
thinks also as I do. 

,,-iien we saw that the Whites crossed the Orange River (in 1836) 
we wondered at it. They crossed by lots. They begged from the 
Blacks for pasturages everywhere, one by one, in a very good, soft 
manner. ,v e did not imagine that they would appropriate the land 
to themselves, and when I heard that they were purchasing £anus from 
each other, I hastened to issue a prodamation (29th October, 184-t), 
telling to the "rhites : Do not barter the Lanrl. for it is not our cu~tum of 
us Basuto& to do so. According to our custom, the land belongs to all 
the people, it is bequeathed to our posterity, it is not disposed of by 
bargain, and also it is not our habit to define limits in it. 

Tht1n (1815) came Maitland (Sir Peregrine). a worthy Chief; truly 
so. As to him, he said to me: .Jlosl1e,l1, 111y cl11Urm (my subjeets) lull"e 
gone all'fl,1/ from me, and I don't kno10 whae to loc11fe tlu111; grant me room 

6etwem tl1e Orange and Caledon Rirers, towards tl1eir junction. 
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To him I granted, bec:ause he had asked very properly of mf', 
without stealing by taking anything away. 

Afterwards came the Major (Major Warden). He robbed me of the 
land, from Maitlauds over towards Jammerberg. I said, that man 
acts hastily, he robs me of a great piece of laud, he robs me of it in 
a harsh way. In it there are but few Boers, though Poshuli lives 
within it, and there are villages in it beyond one hundred in number. 
And the Major said: J tcill ,qorem those rilla9t>s, tl1ey are mine; he said 
besides: 011 tl,e .Maniatis' Border people trouble yott (though it wns 
people let loose by himself), and I ,cill not arrange a11ytl1i11g tl1cre till 
!/OIi Rafi.'if.11 me about tl1is neic limit, by subscribing your name to it. 

I therefore did put my name to it (October 1849), without tho con­
sent of my people. I said that thing will be evident to all men that 
it is the deod of a fool, and perhaps it shall preserve peace between 
me and the English. I said besides: Should it one day be fought 
for (that limit) when the imbecility of it becomes evident, the fault 
will not be attributed to me. 

It hap1)ened that Major Hogge came, he told me, I have been smt 
by the Queen to hear you. He called me to Poshuli's. He ar;ked me 
at a natiohal meeting (pitso) held on a Sunday, Mr. Arbom,set and 
Mr. Bertram being present: Moshei;h, do you wish that I should 
restore your brother (Poi;ihuli) unto you, and your people taken in by 
Major ("'arden)?. I answered him saying, You have spoken. 

Now he asked what do you complain of besides? And I said, I 
complain of the Major, and he hastened to say, And me too, I am in 
tronhle al1out him, I have alrearly 1mt him out of office. I said 
bei-ides, that Captain Bailie aho has annoyed me very much by 
killing people, by deprt>dation!! made everywhere; it is him who has 
destroyed our peace with the Boers. l\Iynheer Hogge said, I know 
of it too, a day before yesterday, be>ing at ,vitte Bergen, I gave 
orders to the Magistrate of Smithfiold to lodge him into gaol without 
delay. 

Now I said, the Tambookics also at ?llorosi's complain and say it 
is bow they always steal from you, the Whites. 

The Major sai,1 : ,VIint do they complain of? And as they were 
in that national meeting they hastened to say, ,ve complain that 
children have be('n stol0 n from us by you, the Whites, and that 
they have bet'n matle slaves. They arc sixty in number. 

To this the Envoy of the Queen said: Some are amongst the 
people in the Sovereignty, some have been taken down to Natal. 
Although things are so, I will make my best and restore them 
to you. 

Thus we parted from eaeh othor. Again it happened that Clerk 
~ 
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(Sir George) called me to Jammerberg to a meeting with the Boers 
(December, 1853). He said to Mr. Hoffman, translate for me, say to 
Moshesh: The Limit by Major Warden from what I S(IO is not fair to 
the Basutos, let their Chief point out another more advantageous to 
us than that of Maitland, that the Boers may be satisfied. 

I said in answer to him, truly this is a hard concern, but I consent 
to point out another, that our peace may be consolidafod. I pointed 
out the one from Commissie Drift on the Caledon River down the 
Orange River, leaving Koesberg on my side. 

That word of mine, I do not conceal it. I stand by it to this day, 
and it is the one which will be established, for it is adhered to by 
my tribe. 

I have already spoken. I do no wrong to the 'Vhites, for we are 
reckoned by tens of thousands, and we have reserved to ourselves a 
mere skirt of land. The Boers are counted by thousands only, and 
they extend from the Orange River up to the V aal River, and beyond 
it over a very very wide lllnd. 

Now, Great Chief, when your land surveyors will go to inspect the 
farms in the Caledon District, be aware that I will not prevent them, 
provided they do not encroach upon the limit we had spoken of with 
Sir George Clerk. 

That is my answer. I am. 
Mark X of Mos11EBII, Chief of the Basutos. 

I salute you very much, 
For a true and literal. 

(Signed) T. JorssE, V.D.M. 

Letter from the President of tl1e Ora11,9c Pree State to the Clifrf Mosl1ul1. 
Bloemfontein, 3rd April, 1856. 

GREAT CmEF,-Your letter dated 21st March, in answer to mine 
of the 1st of the same month, reached me yesterday. I am glad to 
find that you admit Letsie did wrong in writing tho letter which he 
states to ho his own, but I should have been better satisfied if he had 
apologized for his conduct, and promised not to repeat sul'h conduct, 
the more so as I havCl since found out that the woman is a Hottentot. 
and not of his tribe. However, I shall let that pass for the present, 
and say no more about it. As to the subject of the line, I am rather 
surprised at what you write. I am sorry you did not mention these 
things when I met you at Smithfield in the presence of His Excellency 
the Governor. Even now you speak of a line, whieh you say "will he 
esf11bli.,ltetl, for it is adliered to h.v lll!f tribe," that is from the Commissie 
Drift on the Caledun River down to the Orange River, '"leaving 
Koesberg on my r,ide," and which description is RO vaguo that I can, 
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make nothing of it, 'and how is it to he a hove Commissie Drift? And 
besides, this is but a small portion of the boundary between us, so 
that I am at a loss to answer you on that subject, until you let me 
know a little more definitely what your meaning is, whieh I request 
you will do, that I may euquire into these matters and give you a full 
answer. 

I now wish to write you on another subject. You are aware 
Witsi and other Kaffirs at and near the \Vitte Bergen have robbed 
our people of horses and cattle a great many, and have refused to 
refund or make any amends. ~en your interference has not availed 
anything. Besides that, they have occupied the farms of the Boers 
and lived in their houses. We have resolved to submit to these things 
no longer, al!.d should they persist in such conduct we may be forced 
to take measures against them. I give you notice of it, that should 
such a thiug occur you may not be unaware, and that you may take 
measures to prevent their seeking refuge amongst your people, and 
mix thorn and yon in the quarrel. 

With my best greeting, I remain, your Friend, 
(Signed) J. BosHoF, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from the Cfril Commissioner of Fort Beaufort to the Secretary to the 
Lieutenant Goi-ernor. 

Civil Commissioner's Office, Fort Beaufort, 7th April, 1856. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the 

Lieutenant Governor, that circumstances of some interest have recently 
come to my knowledge, which, if true, should not for a moment be 
withheld from Government. I am aware that it would be highly 
impolitic to give credence to every idle rumour which might cause 
unnecessary apprehension, but when it is known that a feeling of 
disquietude is slumbering among the Native tribes along the Border, 
which only requires a trifling impetus to call it into action, and that 
emis~aries are said to be in active communication with the Chiefs, any 
iufonnation touching their views and intended movements should not 
be lightly passed over. I have therefore considered it my duty to 
olitain such intelligence as appeared to me entitled to consideration, as 
coming from a native in confidential communication with a gentleman 
from whom under the same terms I had the following particulars :-

That Moshesh has come to the determination that the farmers now in 
pos~ssion of the disputed territory shall be driven out by force of 
anrni, and that Kreli, Faku, and Sundilli have offered to co-operate 
-with him for that purpose; but that Moshesh does not require their 
as~istance to accomplish the expulsion of the Farmers. That the 
('hiefs are to combine in an attack upon the Colony at the same 

Ni 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



180 BASUTOLA.ND RECORDS. (1856 

moment that Moshesh attacks the Farmers, to prevent the Colonial 
Government from sending succour to that quarter. That Moshesh 
will easily eject the Farmers, after which he will help the Chiefs 
against the Colony. That should Sandilli not succeed in vanquishing 
the Colonists, and be compelled to vacate his land, then Moshesh will 
give him land in his country. That the Tarnbookies will not join the 
confederate Chi(!fs. but will seize the opportunity of renewing the 
quarrel with Kreli, and thus prevent him taking part against the 
Colony. It is however understood that all the minor chiefs will join 
Sandilli, and that war may be expected as soon as the crops are off 
the ground. 

The above is the substance of the information given by a Tam­
bookie, who appeare to be well informed of what is passing between 
the chiefs and in a position to observe their movements, and hns 
promised my informant that upon the first indication of a hostile 
intention he will immediately give him notice. His Honour may be 
assured that I shall lose no time in giving intelligence that may be of 
interest. 

I have thought proper to designate this letter "private and confi­
dential," because I do not think the subject sufficiently authentic to 
give it the usual publicity. I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. STRI~OHLLOW, Civil Commissioner. 

Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the High 
Oom111issionrr. 

Government Office, Orange Free State, 
Bloemfontein, 7th April, 18,jfi. 

Srn,-Perceiving some exaggerated reports in some of the Cape 
papers of an intended expedition from us against Witsi and other 
bands of squatters on prirnte lan<ls within this State, at and near the 
Witteherg•'n, Harrismith District, I have thought it proper to inform 
Your Excellen<T-that it has been resolved by the Volksmad at their 
last meeting to send out a commando against ,vitsi and the other 
squatters, who are principally Zulus from Natal District, in order to 
punish them for depredations committed during .a series of years on 
our people, and to expel them from the lands they have seized upon 
to such an extent as to threaten ere long to cut off our communication 
with Natal. This expedition is likely to })roceed in that direction in 
the course of next month, and I have also given notice thereof to the 
Natal Government. 

My principal motive for informing Your Excellency arises from the 
reeent proceedings of two of Moshesh's Captains on the Smithfield 
\ine, as well as of others on the Winburg side, in addition to his lette~ 
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to me dated 21st March 1856, of which and my answer thereto I annex 
copies. 

Altogether it appears not at all improbable that he will cause or 
provoke hostilities with us, which may possibly in some measure affect 
the boundary of the Cape Colony also on the side of the Caledon 
Rh-er District. 

I feel assured that the real cause of a war between Moshesh and us 
will be the boundary question, of whatever other circumstance ho may 
avail himself as a pretext. I shall eudeavour as much as may be in 
my power to avert suc·h an event, so far as may be at all consistent 
with my duty to proteet the rights of the inhabitants and lanJowners 
of this State, who hold their titles from the British Authorities. Should 
a struggle, however, be fureed 011 us, it will, I fear, be a bloody one, 
and will no doubt inflict such losses on the State in live stock and 
other property that the sufferers driven to despair will not improbably 
endeavour to expel the Basutos from this side of the Orange River. 
In how far Your Excellency may feel the inclination or have the power 
to interfere to prevent the calamities which I foresee from such an 
event, is impossible for me to conjecture; but your influence may by 
possibility accomplish much. 

Should that, however, fail, you might feel justified in allowing 
Volunteer Colonists to come to our assistance. I shall from time to 
time give you notice of the state of affairs in regard to the proceedings 
in question. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosnoF, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from the Rei'. Mr. Jou.~se to the High Co111111issi011fr. 

Thaba Bosigo, 10 Avril, 1856. 
MonseignPur,-Le chef Moshesh ffill J)rio de vous informer quo 

depuis longtemps Mja votre honor6e lC'ttre daH•o du 8 D,•c<'mbre 1855 
lui est parvenue. TI a H& sensible aax conseils de vigilanee que votro 1 

Excellence lui donne, et ii desire les mcttro on pratique pour la 
prosperite cie son peuple. TI me charge aussi <le vous pri•senter ses 
sentiments de vivo gratitu<le pour le enrt quo votre Excellence lui a 
donnt\ mais surtout pour !'institution dont vous voulcz doter sa 
tribu. 

Au mois de Novembre dernier lcs Missionnaires francais drvou~s a 
l'evangelisntion des Bassoutos se sont ri·unis en conference extraordi­
nnire a Beerseba, dawi le but de s'occuper <le In question de l'institut 
projete par votre Excellence. Une commission compos&o de cinq de ses 
membres a et& nommee pour examiner les lieux· dostin{>s pour la 
fondation do cot etablissement, et elle a presentc a Moshesh un 
document relatif a la concession du terrain nec:essaire. Le chef 
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ayant desire de s'entrotonir avec sos fils a ce sujet, il s'on est suivi de 
longs retards et ce n'est que vers la fin du mois de Mars que le 
document signe m'a cte remis. II sera, sous peu, envoye a votre 
Excellence. 

Moshesh a appris par une lettre de Monsieur Casalis, que votre 
Excellence devait lui faire une visite, et il en est aussi honore que 
rejoui. 

Veuillez agreer Monseigneur, avec les pressentes salutations du chef 
Moshesh, !'assurance demon entier devouement. 

(Signe) THEOP. JoussE, V.D.M. 

Lotter from the Secretary for Native ..tlffitira, Natal, to the Secretary to th~ 
Government of tlw Orange Freo Stute. 

Pietermaritzburg, 14th April, 1856. 
SIR,-In consequence of my absence from this 1>lace on public duty, 

your letter of the 12th of Mareh last, the receipt of which I have the 
honour to acknowledge, did not reath me as early as it otherwise would 
have done. 

I am directed by the Acting Lieutenant Governor of Natal to acquaint 
you for the information of His Honour the State President that my 
letter of the 31st January last was addressed to you under the im­
pression that the persons charged with the theft therein described were 
subjects of the Orange Free State Government, your letter now under 
acknowledgment has however corrected this impression. 

,vith reference to that part of your communication in which you 
inform the acting Lieutenant Governor of the resolution to which the 
State Governmeut has been forced to fit out an armed expedition 
against the Tribe of ,Vitsi, with the view of expelling them from a 
portion of the Free State, of which they have taken possession, and 
punishing them for their continued robberies perpetrated on the pro­
perty of the Boers in that vicinity, and enquire whether the Govern­
ment of Natal would be willing to co-operate with that of the Free 
State, with the view of oxpt·lling ,vitsi from that part of the Country 
now occupied by him, I am to infol"m you that it is out of the power 
of the Acting Lieutenant Governor to undertake any operation of the 
description you propose against a Chief or Tribe residing out of the 
juri,:diction of his Government. He has however forwarded your 
communication to His Excellency Sir George Grey, Her Majesty's 
High Commissioner, to whose decision it is his duty to refor all such 
matters. I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. SrrEPSTONE, 

Government Secretary for Native Affairs. 
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Letter from th6 .Acting Lit11,tenant Gournor of Natal to tl1e Jiig/1 
Commi.ssioner. 

183 

Government House, Natal, 14th April, 1856. 
SrR,- ,vith reference to Your Excellency's Despakh of the 27th 

February last on the subject of a communication from this Government 
to that of the Orange Free State, I have the honour to enclose for 
Your E.wellency's information copies of the answers received to that 
communication together with the reply which I have directed to be 
made to it. 

2. With regard to the position of Witsi, there can be little doubt 
that it will enable him, if so disposed, to become exceedingly trouble­
some both to this Government and that of the Free State, as the 
shortest route, or bridle path to Bloemfontein, passes through his 
people. 

3. From the first of the enclosed letters Your Excellency will learn 
that he and his people have been guilty of various acts of aggression 
upon the subjects of the Orange Free State. Towards this Govern­
ment, with a few exceptions, he has conducted himself in a more 
friendly manner. 

4. The Magistrates on the border have occasionally complained of 
the protection afforded by him to offenders from their jurisdictions, 
but I am not aware of any instance in which he has persisted after a 
communication from the Government had been made to him, and 
he has on several occasions expressed a desire to be considered its 
subject. 

!1. With regard therefore to the question of co-operating against him, 
I am bound to say that this Government has no grounds of its own to 
justify such a course, and although I believe that the resources of the 
District, as regards physical force, would be quite sufficient to accom­
plish very effectual co-operation with the Free State Expedition, I feel 
sure Your Excellency would not desire to see such a step taken, before 
some effort at least had been made on our part to bring about a more 
amicable adjustment of the points of dispute. 

6. I cannot omit to mention to Your Excellency that any attack upon 
Witsi by the forces of the Free Sta.te will, from the position he 
occupies, in all probability drive him into this District, a contingency 
which I should much regret, and which, should it occur before I 
receive Your Excellency's instructions, I shall feel it my duty to prevent 
as far as possible, although I fear with little chance of success, unless 
I resort to measures, the expense of which the Treasury of the District 
is little liable to bear, and the severity of which would necessarily be 
excessive. I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. CoorEn, Colonel, Acting Lieut. Governor. 
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Extracts /rum <t IJe•spaldt of !lie Digit Com111issio11a lo !lie Stcrefary 
of Stale for tlte Colonies. 

Ca1)e Town, 2-tth April, 1856. 
2. You will find from these papers that it is the Lieutenant General's 

opinion that no doubt can exist as to the intrntions of Moshesh, 
Sandilli, Dilirua, and others, to enter into a combination to attac-k the 
Colony on the first favourable opportunity, and that the strength of 
Iler Majesty's Troops in this country, scattered as they necessarily are, 
is totally inadequate to enahle the Lieutenant General successfully to 
encounter, much less to quell, an attack from such a formidable mass 
of Natives headed by these chiefs. 

4. You will find from my reply to the Lieutenant General that I 
believe such a combination of the chiefs as the General thinks has 
been formed for the purpose of making a simultaneous attack on the 
Colony is impossible, as Moshesh has at present quite enough upon 
his hands with the European Inhabitants of the Orange Free 
State. 

5. I, however, believe that Moshesh, finding himself threatened 
with an attack from the people of the Free State who expcC't to be 
largely aided by Volunteers from their countrymen in this Colony, is 
very probably ::,triving to save himself by encouraging th1:i Katfirs 
to attack us at the moment he is himself attal'ked by the people of the 
Free State, hoping that by thus keeping the Inhabitants of this 
Country employl'd in providing for their own safety, he 'l"fill prevent 
them from aiding in the expl>ilitions which are likely to be made by the 
people of the Free State against himself. "TJiother he will succeed in 
these plans is doubtful, even whether he has yet taken such overt steps 
as to enable us fairly to implicate him in a proceeding of this kind is 
also doubtful. 

6. It is however certain that the relations between Moshesh ant! the 
Free State are at prei!ent very unsatisfactory. Each party' appears 
confident of success if a war take place, hence they are perhaps not 
indisposed to a rupture, which at any moment may by some unforeseen 
event be brought al:>out. I em·lose for your information the copy of a 
letter which I have receiwd from the President of the Free 8tate, 
from which you will find that in a few days from the present time the 
Inhabitants of that State contemplate making an attack upon a 
subordinate chief, between whom aml l\Ioshcsh intimate relations 
exist. 

I ought to state my opinion to be, that we have as yet no sufficient 
eridence that such a combination has been entered into, nor any 
sufficient grounds of immediate serious apprehension. 

(Signed) G. GnEY. 
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utter from the Chi,f .llosl1e.sh to the Ltmdrlroxt of Wi11ln11g. 
Thaba Bosigo, :ltith April, 1850. 

SIR,-! am asked by the Chief Mushesh to inform you, that nftrr 
receiving the letter of His Honour the President, his Mi~sionnry being 
absent, the Chief sent one of his sons to Bloemfontein to explain his 
views to the President on some subjects mentioned in his letter. The 
son of Moshesh left, but finding the river fall, and being unwell, went 
to some of his relatives, from where he sent to ask to write to the 
President the message of which he was the bearer. But the chief 
being now unaw·are if His Honour is in Bloem1'ontein, or if he is 
going to Witsi, asks of you, Sir, to have the kindness to make known 
to His Honour what was the message he wished to smcl him. 

Moshesh regrets that his letter cau1Sed some displeasure to the 
President. It was not his intention to bring forth the question of the 
limits, but, by what he was told abou~ the Land Commission, ho 
understood that it was to fix the limits. Therefore he frlt anxious 
about what could happen, if such a thing was done before having 
spoken together on the subject, that the matter might bo well undrr­
stood. But now he feels reassured, as His Honour the Prrsident has 
let him know that the Land Commission were sent only to settle limits 
between some farms. 

For what concerns '\Vitsi's affairs, Moehesh is in the same opinion 
as he was before. He has done what was in his power to decide 
Witsi's people to restore to the farmers all what they harn stolen from 
them. If Witsi will not do what is right, the Chief shall ut put the 
blame on the farmers for using hard measures to do theinselves 
justice. Moshesh has warned his people to keep quiet, and to havo 
nothing to do with ,vitsi's people. But the effusion of blood is always 
a very serious matter, therefore Moshesh would be glad if, before 
shedding blood, another attempt could be done to bring '\Vitsi's people 
to make reparation for their wrongs. 

If the farmers have no objection, l\foshesh says that he would send 
a man (I suppose the bearer of this) to accompauy them to \Vitsi, to 
be witness of what will happen, and also to be there in case of waut. 
But, be as it may, Moshesh begs of the President to let him know the 
result of the affair. His real desire is that order should be re-esta b­
lisbed, and that peace be restored. 

The Chief begs to be kindly remembered to you, Sir. 
For Moshesh, (Signed) J. llimx, Y.D.M. 

E~tract11 from a IJe.spatch of tlie High CQ111111i~sio11er to tlie S11,·rd11ry of 
State for the Colo11ies. 

Cape Town, 30th April, 1856. 
2. In this last communication the Lieutenant General states that 
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authentic reports daily confirm an intended irruption into the Colony 
on the part of thtl Native Tribes, that it appears Moshesh is now for 
the first time in alliance with the Tribes on our immodiate frontier, 
and that the Lieutenant Goncral learns from pu ulic and private sour(:es 
that the \Vhite Inhabitants of the Free State are in daily expectation 
of a conflict with the Basuto under Moshesh. 

4. Having thus put you in possession of the views of the Lieutenant 
General, I bog to state that my opinion still is, that we have no 
sufficient evidence that any combination has been entered into for 
offensive purposes amongst the Native Tribes nor do I think that there 
is any reason to apprehend any immediate outbreak on the part of the 
Natives on our frontier. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letfrr from the Presidmt of tlw Orange Free State to tl1e Chi1f Hoshesh. 
Va:tlbank, 2nd May, 1856. 

GnE.\T CmEF,-1 have seen a letter written by the Rev. Mr. Maitin 
in your namo to Mr. Orpen, the Landdrost of Winburg. I have 
also seen your son and J esaia. I am well pleased to find that you 
are so well disposed towards us, and that we may have the prospect 
that this affair of \Vitsi will not bring about a rupture between us, as 
I do hope your people on the frontiers will attend to your orders in not 
mixing in any way in the matter so as to assist, protect, or shelter our 
enemies. I nm as averse to the shedding of blood as you can be, and 
will do my utmost to prevont it; but my duty is to hear the just 
complaints of my people and to see that justice be done them. It is 
your interest too if you are,-as I believe you are,-a lover of order 
and peace, that no J)eace-breakers should be enco:.iraged, suffered, 
or sheltered ; for they care not in order to gain a few head of cattle to 
bring about war and destru<:tion. 

I therefore thank you very much that you have proposed that 
Jcsnia and your son may go with the Commando; they may be of 
great service to bring about a good understanding if Witsi will 
listen, or to insure the Chiefs under you, who live in that neighbour­
hood, to remove themselves. I will take good care of them. 

,Our farwl•rs on the frontiers have left their farms to protect them­
selves, not knowing what might happen. I do trust your Chids ou 
our frontiers will prevent their wcn from doing any damage to the 
property that is left behind and thereby cause fresh troubles; and 
that if any such perpetrators bo entrapped they will be punished in an 
exemplary manner. I send this letter from hero to assure you that I 
greatly value the a.'lsistance you have offered us, and hope that wo 
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may on both sides obtain such expcriouce of each otht>r's faithfulness 
that no rumours or reports will ever shake our confidence in each 
other's good faith. 

(Signed) J. Bosuoi,·, President. 

Ltract from a Report of• the Gail.a Commisaiontr to Gocernor Sir George 
Grey. 

Dohne, 3nl May, 1856. 
(Acknowledges receipt of a letter from the Governor, with enclosures, 

calling upon him to ascertain if there was any truth in the rumours of 
a combination among the Native Tribes). 

Since the close of the late war, matters have been somewhat as 
described in the reports, that is, messages have passell between Krell 
and Moshesh to the intent of establishing friendly relations and for 
the formation of a combination for mutual assistance in case of need, 
but that anything further has been done, or that an aggressive move­
ment is in contemplation, I have not yet been able to learn. 

(Signed) Cu.As. B1ww:sLEE, Gai.ka Collllllissioner. 

Extracts from a J)espatcl, of tlw H,:11t Commissioner to tlte Secretary of 
Sl<tte for tl1e Colonies. 

Cape Town, 3rd May, 1856. 
Srn,-In my despatch of the 2-!th April I transmitted for your 

information a correspondence between Moshesh and the President of 
the Free State. It contained a letter from the former, dated the 21st 
of March, in which occurred the following passage, in explanation of 
the differences existing between the European Race and himself, in 
which passage he was describing an interview he had held with Major 
Hogge, the Assistant Commissioner :-" I said, the Tarnbookies also 
"at Morosi's complain and say it is how (the grievance they complain 
"of is the reason) they always steal from you, the Whites." The 
Major (Major Hogge) said, " What do they complain of? " And as 
they were in that national meeting they hastened to say, ",v e complain 
" that children have been stolen from us by you, the ,vhites, and that 
"they have been made slaves. They are sixty in number." 

To this the Envoy of the Queen (Major Hogge) suid: "Some are 
" amongst the people in the Sovereignty, some have been taken down 
" to Natal. Although things are so, I will make my best and restore 
" them to you." 

2. Moshesh also about two months since, in excuse for the difficulty 
he found in putting a stop to robberies, ~ent to request my attention to 
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a paper he formerly delivered to the late Major Hogge, before his 
lamented death, and especially to these two passages. 

" January 1850. Some :Bushmen having murdered one Van Hansen 
"and his wife and children, Major \Varden makes a general battue of 
"Bushmen between the Modder River and the Koesberg, and having 
"a1Jprehended about 150, distributed them as servants among the 
"Boers." &c. &c. 

"After the defeat of the K~flirs Poshuli receives from the Major a 
" reeompense in cattle. The prisoners made from the Tambookies are 
"also left in his hands." 

"Moshesh feels grieved and indignant to find 1st &c. 2nd &c. 3rd 
" &c. 4th. That the British Resident had given to Poshuli the 
" captives, among whom were women and children. These were soon 
" after claimed at Thaba Bosigo by their relatives, but some Boers had 
" already obtained them from Poshuli for servants, horses and cattle 
'' being given for that purpose." 

3. From these statements, if they were true, it appeared that about 
210 persons, men, women, and children, who had been made captives 
by us, had been placed in a state of servitude. 

4. Although I had no knowledge under what circumstances of 
necessity such proceedings had been adopted. or if they ha,f been at 
the time approved by the British Government, I felt us they had now 
been made a ground of formal complaint against us, and that at a 
moment when a war appeared not impossible, it was my duty to 
enquire into the circumstances under which these persons had been 
captured and placed in servitude, and what was their present fate. 

5. I therefore entered icto a correspondence with Major \Varden, 
who had been the officer administering the Government of the Orange 
River Sovereignty at the time these transactions took place. From 
this correspondence no information whatever resulted in regard to the 
Tambookie captives. But it enabled me to trace out 1)revious letters 
from Major \Varden with regard to the Bushmen captives. 

6. From these letters it will be found that a detachment of the Cape 
Corps, acting under Major Warden's directions, captured and brought 
in 107 Bushmen, the whole of whom were placed in the service of the 
Farmers for five years, contracts being made out binding their masters 
to clothe, feed, and pay them fair wages. Major \Varden also states, 
that the farmers were desirous to have the children separated from 
their parents, but that he would not listen to any pro1Josal regarding 
what he regarded as so arbitrary and cruel an act. 

7. The only other information obtained on this subject is the copy 
of a letter dated November 28th, 1851, from Mr. C. S. Halse, which 
hat! been forwarded to me by Mr. Burnet, recently acting as British 
Agent in the Sovereignty. But there is nothing to show that any 
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machinery was creatod to see that the farml'rs fulfilled the contract!;\ 
tlwy hau entered into rl'g-a1ding thl' captured Rui.hme>n, or what has 
bt-on the fate of these people. 

8. Being still anxious to trace out if possible the fntc of the 
Tamhookie captives, I had a letter addres;1ed to l\fr. Hoffman, the 
late President of the Orange Free State, who I had been informed 
could give me every information upon the subjett. 

9. It will, however, be found from his answer that he states : 
That during the time that Her l\Iajesty's Sovereignty }lrerniled in 
the present Free State, he communicated to the authorities there 
all the information which I now rerptire, with the names of the 
buyers of these captives, the sellers, and the witnes,.es, al!'<o the 
circumstances connected therewith, and the pricei;i for which the 
chiluren had been sold, and yet that none of the>m were delivered 
from captivity, and to this circumstance he attributes, (whether in 
part rightly or ,Hongly I cannot F-ay) the troul,les in which we 
have been involved with the Native Tribes in those parts. 

1 :3. I beg that I may now be furnished with instructions from 
Her Majesty's Government, as to the course which they would wish 
me to pursue in reference to these transactions, which it will be 
o hserwd place the British Government in a very difficult position 
in regard to the Free States in our neighbourhood, with whom we 
have concluded treaties which prohibit slavery, and whom it is so 
desirable we should in every practicable manner pre,·ent from seizing 
captives in war and disposing of them as servants . 
. 1-l. We have, it now appears, whilst in possM!'<ion of the very 

territories which they at present occupy, adopted this course fonn11lly 
under the direct sanction of the Government authorities. It does not 
appear that whilst the country was British Territory, we disavowed 
these acts or took measures to restore the captives to thPir relativfls, 
(although there is little douht that had it not been for the untimely 
dt>ath of Major Hogge he would have done this), nor does it appear 
that when relinqui»hing the Sovereignty of the country, we made any 
stipulations for the release of these captives, or for their future 
maintenance, if at any time they were set at liberty. 

15. The whole matter is thus one which involves so many difficulties, 
that I feel it would not be becoming in me to pursue it further, 
without requesting that I may be fir;;t made acquainted "ith the views 
of Her Majesty's Government regarding it, which I may hope to 
receive in a few months. In the mean time I will if any O}>portunity 
offer still do my utmost to recover any of thl'Se people with a ,iew of 
Hturning them to their frit>nds. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. GREY, 
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Dt~patd, frr.,111 tl,e H(qh Co111111is11io11er to the SecretarJ/ of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 9th May, 1856. 
~m.-In reference to my Despatch No. 32 of the 26th April 1856, 

forwanli11g a corre~pondence between this Government and the Pre­
si,lont of the Free State, regarding an expedition which that Republic 
wa!. about to undertake ngaini,t a Native Chief, I have now the honour 
to transmit copies of papers, which I have received from the Lieutenant 
Governor of Natal in rehtion to this subject. 

2. You will find that the President of the Free State, in his letter 
of the 12th March ( copy herewith enclosed) applies for the co-operation 
of the Government of Natal in the attack which they are about to 
mako on the Chief ,vitsi, whilst the Lieutenant Governor reports that 
the goneral conduct of this Chief towards Natal has been such that no 
grounds exist which would justify its Government in attacking him. 

3. At the same time the Lieutenant Governor acquaints me, in his 
De8patch of the 14th of April, that, from the position which Witsi 
and his Tribe occupy, it is most probable that any attack which is 
made upon them by the forces of the Free State will have the effect of 
drh;ng them into our Territory, a result which will be at once most 
inconvenient and dangerous to us, and which will necessarily give rise 
to a series of complications, the issue of which it is impossible to 
foresee, except in so far that they will certainly produce disasters and 
expense for us. 

4. Troubles of the same kind will also result to us from any collision 
which may take place between the Free State and Moshesh, and muflt 
be anticipated, from time to time, to arise, as long as there exist upon 
our immediate frontier two Republics who naturally look to their own 
interest more than ours, and who will inevitably enter upon a war 
whenever it suits themselves to do so, however inconvenient such a 
proceeding upon their part may at that moment be to us. 

5. I would suggest therefore, whether our own safety does not 
require that I should be empowered, if a neces-,ity for doing so arises, 
to make some alteration in the Treaties at present existing with these 
Republics. They, in pursuit of their own interests, can enter into any 
arrangements and treaties with the Native Chiefs, and can either 
supply them, or not, as they think proper, with anns and ammunition, 
whilst we, upon account of the engagements we have entered into 
with those States, can conclude no treaties with the Native Chiefs, nor 
can we allow them to ohtain the most trifling supply of arms and 
ammunition. Our influence is thus weakened in the eyes of the Native 
Race~. who but littfo understand our having submitted to conditions, 
which thoy r<'gard as humiliating, whilst, at the same time, a very 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1856] BASUTOLAND RECORDS. 191 

important means of preserving the 1)eace and safety of our Frontier is 
clo~ed against us. 

6. No one can be more a,erse than I am to any unnecessary inter­
ference in these quarrels beyond our Boundaries, but I submit that I 
ought to have the power to enter with all persons and with all races, 
into such arrangement'! as are 1iece8Sllry for the safoty of that portion 
of Her Majesty's Dominions, the Government of whieh is entrusted to 
my care. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

utter from the President of the Orange Free State to the High 
C1>mmiaaio11er. 

Bloemfontein, 11th May, 1856. 
Stn,-Having just returned from the Upper Sand River, where the 

commando against Witsi assembled, I think it right to info-rm Your 
Excellency that on my way thither I received a letter from Moshesh, 
adclressed to the Landdrost of Winburg, dated :Wth April, brought by 
the Chief Isaia and two of Moshesh's younger sons, one of whom, 
together with Isaia, ha~ gone on with the commando, with the intention 
of endeavouring to persuade Witsi to come to terms, and of preventing 
Matella, a neighbouring chief under Moshesh, from interfering in the 
dispute. 

From all I have been enabled to ascertain, it would appear that 
Moshesh has given orders to all his subordinate chiefs to keep quiet, 
and not to molest our frontier. It now appears that on the part of at 
least some of these chiefs, there was a disposition to assist Witsi, 
probably owing to a malicious report circulated through some of the 
Clpe newspapers, to the effoi::t that our intention was first to attack 
one of the Chiefs subject to the Basuto Chief, with 500 men, and 
afterwards to fall upon Moshesh hi1rnelf with 3,000 men. Such 
reports, so gratuitously made and thoughtlessly circulated, are calcu­
lated, when brought wider the notice of the Native Tribes. to give 
rise to most serious consequences. Our farmers have gone into 
laagers, and keep patrols constantly going on our Frontiers, but 
nothing tending to lead us to apprehend hostilities from the direction 
of the Basuto Territories has as yet transpired. 

Our Commando is expected to be by this time in ,vitsi's Hoek, and 
I nm in hopes of learning the result in a few days. I ha,e, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bos110F, President Orange Free State. 

Letter from the Clii~f J1lulnpo to the Landdrost of Wi11b11rg. 

lmparnni, 15th ?!fay, 1856. 
DE.\R Srn.-It has just come to my knowledge that some rattle 

belonging to the ChiPf ,vitsi have1 been brought through the Calrdon; 
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this hns been done in oppoflition to the orders of the Chief Moshesh 
and myRC'lf. I am not aware of the exact number of cattle, but am 
given to understand that three troops ( one of which consists of some 
of the chofrest oxen of "yitsi) have been driven through the Caledon 
somPwhere in the neighbourhood of Matella. 

I am sending a body of my fighting men off to-day in order to drive 
the ,;aid cuttle back, and nlso to issue orders to my people residing on 
the Upper Cnledon not to permit any cattle belonging to Witsi to be 
1,rought over to the east bank of that river. Josiah has just returned 
from the langer, and has informed me that the cattle of ,vitsi had fled 
in the direction of Mntella's. You may rest assured that I shall do 
my utmost to prevent any cattle belonging to the obnoxious Chief 
being brought through ilito my country, or among my people. 

Inn letter which I forwarded to Jan Fick the day before yesterday, 
I requested the favour to be informed of any overt act on the part of 
any of the people under my jurh,diction, as I shall do my utmost to 
maintain peace with the Government of the Free ~tate. • • • 

(Signed) MoLAPO, Chief of Basutos. 

Ldfer from the President of the Orange Free State to the Chief Mosheali. 

Bloemfontein, 17th May, 1856. 
GREAT CmEF,-I lose no time in acquainting you that I have this 

day by express received a report from the Commando ; and Com­
mandant Botha informs me that Witsi • having shown reluctance to 
comply with the fair and reasonable demand which he made upon him 
as a condition of granting him peace, viz., 1,700 head of cattle a~d 
300 horses, being far less than the damage we have suffered, he 
proeeeded against him and was first fired upon. That he found that 
Kali and others had driven large herds of cattle over the mountain 
into Matela's country. 

They captured 1,900 head of cattle, 100 horses, and 400 sheep the 
first day, and were then about going against Witsi. Mr. Orpen would 
allow Isaia and your son to return, particularly as it was clear that 
Mn.tela had, contrary to what you had led me to expect, aided our 
enemy by receiving large numbers of his cattle and harbouring 
Scklati's people. I am still in hopes that Isaia will succeed in per­
suading Matela to giYe the cattle and thereby avoid a collision 
with our people, and I write this most particularly, as I am anxious 
to receive some proof that you are not aware of Matela's conduct in 
this case, and that what he <lid was in contradiction to your exprel!s 
orders. I remain, &c., 

(Signed) J. N. BosnoF, President 0. F. State. 
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Letter from tk Superilitendent of tlM Wittehergen Native Reurre to the 
Re&irl111t Ma,qistrate of Aliwal North. 

Wittebergen, 26th May, 1856. 
Srn,-The Chief Sikonyela has applied to me for the restoration of 

sixteen stand of arms that were taken from him and his people when 
they first entered the Colony from the Free State, at Burghersdorp, by 
order of the Civil Commissioner, and which have never been returned. 
May I request on behalf of Sikonyela, that you will be gJod enough 
to cause the restoration of the above guns, or put me in the way of 
doing so. I have, &c. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEY, Superintendent Native Reserve. 

Letter from Ficldcomet Voesaee and 46 others to tlw Preaide1it of the Orange 
Free State. 

Klip Plaats, 26th May, 1856. 
Srn,-As we all hope you will not take it amiss that we lay open our 

feelings in these few lines, and report that we all perceive that we are 
still suffering under difficulties on our frontier, and still in lagers, and 
our cattle and horses are still stolen, through which we have now so 
many years been robbed of our property by the enemy. ,ve, Your 
Honour's most humble Hervants bring these our difficulties and as in the 
event of one of us llrawing back, the enemy would have an opportu­
nity to rob us of our remaining property, we requeiit a favourable reply 
to this. 

(Signed) G. W. VoESSEE, Fieldcornet, and 46 others. 

• Memorandum of tl1e President upon tlie ahore. 

I cannot comprehend what the Petitioners desire from me in this 
memorial. I must, therefore, refer it to the Landdrost of Smithfield, 
with a request that he will ascertain what the Petitioners complain of, 
and what they wish. Further, I should wish to know why they have 
passed over the landclrost, when they had complaints to make rolativu 
to thefts or other molestation on the frontier. 

(Signed) J. BosrroF, State President. 
Bloemfontein, 3rd June, 1856. 

Memorandum of tlte Landdrost of Smitlifield upon tk above. 

The frontier inhabitants fear that were they to quit the Lagers and 
return to their farms, without anything having lieon done to punish 
the Natives for theft,i committed, and for their umuly conduct, as well 
as for putting a stop thereto in future, they (the Natirns) would look 
upon them with sueh contempt, that they would endeavour to exercise 
a sort of rule over thi>m; and the frontier eonsequentl.r would be 
exposed to danger. 

0 
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The Memorial was handed to me by one of the subscribers, previous 
to its having been sent to His Honour, and I believe that their desire 
is, that His Honour would go in person to the frontier, with the view 
of informing himself of their case, and taking measures for their 
future protection. 

(Signed) 
Smithfield, 8th June, 1856. 

JOHN FoRD, Landdrost. 

Letter from Jan Letelle to Fieldcormt Olivier. 
What I am your people (sic). 
Jan Letelle writes to you that you wish to fight with him, but you 

are to come this month, and if you do not come, then I Jan will burn 
down your house and • • • • • , because you want to fight. 
Your friend, 

(Signed) JAN LETELLB. 

Letter from Fieldcornet H. Olfrier to the Lm1ddrost of Smitl,field. 

Caledon River, 28th May, 1856. 
SIR,-l went this morning early with a patrol of 25 men to visit my 

place, arriving there, I was completely surrounded by Lebenya's Kaffirs 
in a most threatening and most abusive way; at the same time received the 
enclosed note from Jan Letelle, in fact, they declared open war to me. 
I therefore most earnestly entreat you to send me instant assistance. 
I consider myself and people not one moment secure. I remain, Sir, 
&c., 

(Signed) H. OLIVIER, Fieldcornet. 

Letter from the Landdroat of Smitlijicld to th~ Gorernment Secretary, 
Bloe111fontci11. 

Landd.rost's Office, Smithfield, 31st May, 1856. 
Srn,-I have the honour herewith to transmit a letter from Mr. 

Hendrik Olivier, Fieldcornet, forwarding a document purporting to 
emanate from Jan Letclle, and further alluding to the violent conduct 
of certain Natives. 

I am happy to be able to inform His Honour that the consequences 
anticipated by the Fiel,lcornet have not taken place, but it is with 
regret that I have to notice that several cattle thefts have been com­
mitted within the last fortnight, declarations concerning which will be 
forwarded to His Honour by the next post, and which I fear will lead 
His Honour to the conclusion that it will not be possible to cause the 
Burghers to return to their farms, without guaranteeing them security 
from similar robberies for the future. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jom, H. FoRD, Landdrost. 
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Me111ora11d11111 of the PreRidmt 011 tl,e aboro letter. 
Ask the Landdrost whether in the event of any proceeding on the 

part of Letelle or other Kaflirs, he sees any chance, with the aid of the 
Frontier and llOllle other Fieldcornets, to punish them, and thereby to 
protect the people, and what measure he wuuld recommend for pro­
tecting the people against cattle thefts. 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, State President. 

Letter from the La11ddroat of Smitlificld to tlte Chief .Moshesh. 
Landdrost's office, Smithfield, 3rd June, 1856. 

MosnEsu,-It was with very great pleasure that I received the com­
munications made to me by you through Mr. Jousse, for 1 do not enter­
tain the slightest doubt that the professions of good feeling which 
those communications contain are perfectly sincere and will be acted 
upon in your conduct towards us. 

I am happy in having to acknowledge the receipt of the horses 
which you had caused to be taken from the thieves and sent to me, the 
proprietor arrived here the day following their delivery at Smithfield, 
and having established his right, had the satisfaction of returning with 
them in his possession. 

I have now to acquaint you that Robbery on the Border has lately 
become so frequent and of such a flagrant nature, that it requires the 
opposition of actual force to prevent it, and that I have consequently 
found it necessary to station a number of Burghers on the Border, for 
the protection of the inhabitants and their assistance in case of need. 
I am sorry to add that these Burghers meet with insult and threats of 
open violence from the border Natives, more particularly from John 
Letelle, whose conduct has become so intolerable that I am compelled 
to inform you that either your interference must be at once ( and without 
greater delay than is necesimry for my receiving the assurance of your 
intentions) exerted for punishing him, and redrest<ing the wrongs of 
the border inhabitants, or I shall be oLliged to cull out the Burghers 
of my district for the purpose. I am, &c., 

(Signed) J. H. Fo1m, Landdrost. 

Letter from tlte Rer. Tlwopl1ilua Jousse to the IIigh Commissio11tr. 
Thaba Bosigo, 4th June, 1856. 

MY LoRn,-Moshesh begs me to acknowledge the reception of your 
letter of the 28th April last. He is touched by the marks of goodwill 
which H. E. has displayed in forwunling some vaccine matter, and he 
has himself desired me to express his gratitude. 

I am also charh"llU with the translation for you of his speech, which 
he made me yesterday in the presence of several of his countillors :­

o 2 
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" Sir, I have just learnt what has much afflicted me. I am accused 
"of having made an alliance with all the Blacks who are situated on 
" the Borders of the Free State and the Colony, in order that we may 
" mutually assist each other in a war which I Moshesh intend to foment 
" against the whites who inhabit the country above mentioned. I am 
" said even to have already sent messengers to different parts of South 
" Africa for this purpose. Sir, I am happy in being able to declare 
" that all this is untrue, and that those who have so spoken of me have 
" but one aim,-that of bringing my name into disfavour and exeiting 
" the whites against me. I am not fond of war. I have proved this 
"often; and if unhappily it should break out I shall have been dragged 
" into it by men who desire to roh me of a country which several 
" treaties with the English Government bear testimony to being mine. 
" At this very moment those same persons seek a pretext for beginning 
" a war, which I am striving to avoid. I consider however that I have 
" given sufficient proofs of my fidelity to the Government of the Queen 
"for her subjects to be without any apprehension as regards me. 

" Although I am a man without much experience in the wisdom of 
" the whites, 1 assert that Peace is the mother of the greater portion of 
"the blessings which are enjoyed upon earth, whilst war brings in its 
"train great misery and deprives us of our children. I have lived long 
" enough to appreciate the blessings of Peace. Since the reports I 
"have just alluded to have had the effect of giving birth to appre­
" hension in the Colony, I beg His Excellency to inform his children 
" that Moshesh only desires their good, and that were it in his power to 
" harm them he would not." 

I unite with Moshesh, l\1y Lord, in wishing you Peace and Prosperity, 
and in offering you the assurance of my devotion. 

(Signed) THEOP. JoussE. 

Letter from Co111ma11da11t TVi!brr and others to the President of th.J Orange 
Fref State. 

Smithfield, 5den Junij, 18.';6. 
Hooo Eo. HEER.-Wij moeten UEd. melden dat wij ons nogthans 

in eenen bedroefden toestand bevinden. Onze begeerte is dat U 
Hoog Ed. zoo spoedig als mogelijk moge hier komen om ons in onze 
verdrukking te assisteren. ,vij zijn verpligt nan UHEd. onze ver­
drukking te bewijzen. 

1. De grensmenschen staan nog alle in legers, en de dief8tallen 
houden aan. Al bet kwaad wat een oorlog kan oYer ons brengen 
hoeft alreedg plnats geYonden. 

2. De Kn.ffers zijn he,~ron onzer achtergelatene plaatsen en hebben 
alreetls hot huis van Stophanus du Plessis afgehrand. 
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3. De Kaptein Lctcllu hel'ft uh·cedi; de oorlug aungczcgd, en l; HE<l. 
hebt door onzen Landdrost den gemeenen brief zckerlijk nlreeds 
ontvangen. 

4. Wij maken UHEd. bekend dat-wij niet lunger oDder dezer ver­
druk.king staan kunnen, en de grootste verdrukkiDg korut van de 
Kapteins Jan Letelle, Airika, Poshuli, en Ziperi. 

5. Eene patrouille van 28 man onder Yeldkornet Hendrik Olivier 
die uitgetrokken was om naar veedieven te zien wcrd door Afrikai; 
Kaffers molesteerd en met schieten bedreigd. Alleen door de rust 
van den Veldkornct Olivier werd de bloedstorting nog opgchouden. 

6. Indien UHEd. ODS niet te hulpe komt ow ODs gestolcn vee weder 
te krijgen en de diefstallen op to houden, zoo zullen wij verpligt zijn 
om de grens te vorlaten. 

(Oeteekend) H.J. ,VEIJER, Commandant, 
J. J. T,\LJAARD, Vcldkornet, 

en zoven anderen . 
. 

Letter from tlw Iligh Co111111issioncr to tl1e P,·t·sident of tlw Orange Free 
Staid. 

• Cape Town, 7th June, 1856. 
Srn,-I have the honour to ackDowlcrlge the receipt of your two 

l<>tters of the 7th of April and 11th of May, upon the subject of your 
communications with the Chief l\foshesh, and the expedition which 
had been undertaken against the Chief \Vitsi. 

2. It has given me great pleasure to learn from other sources that 
these affairs have terminated in a manner which, I think, must be 
satisfactory to you. 

The Queen of England still feels so deep an interest in the welfare 
of a Territory which has so recently formed a part of Her Majesty's 
Dominions, that I trust you will not hesitate to addres,i me upon any 
occasion of threatened danger, if you think it may be in my }Jower to 
be useful to you, in order that I may ascertain if it may be consistent 
with my duty to meet your wishes. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Despatch from tlte High Commissioner to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, ith June, 1856. 
Srn,-Adverting to my despatch, No. 3:2 of the 2-Hh April, in which 

I enclosed for your information the copy of a letter frvm the President 
of the Free State, regarding the relations of that territory and 
Moshesh, I have now the honour to enclose the copy of another letter 
from President Boshof upon the same subject. 

2. From this you will learn that Moshesh had uddrcissed a very 
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fril'n•ll.v h·tter to him. I have had a v<'ry trustworthy per!'on s<>nt to 
Moshesh, and I am satisfied that the intentions of that Chief are for 
the present quite pacific. The expedition against the chief Witsi 
has I m1cler~tand terminated satisfactorily, all immediate danger of 
disturbance in that quarter of the Free State has thus, I hope, now 
passed away. • 

3. I also enclose the report of a debate which took place in the 
Colonial Parliament regarding the propriety, or the contrary, of that 
body requesting me to proceed without delay to the Frontier, for the 
purpose of mediating between Moshesh and the Free State. 

4. Irrespective of what the Cape of Good Hope Parliament might 
wish me to do as Governor of the Colony, it may sometimes be quite 
necessary for the good of Her Majesty's service that I should interfere 
for the purpose of preventing wars from breaking out on the borders, 
which will motit probably have the effect of inc·iting the Kaffir tribes 
to make a war upon us, the cost of which Great Britain would at 
present have to pay. 

5. Whilst therefore you may rely upon my nevn unnecessarily 
interfering, direetly or inclircetly, in disputes beyond our border, I 
thought it right, as you will see from the enclosed copy of my letter, 
to say in general terms to the President of the Free State, that Hor 
Majesty still felt so deep an interest in the welfare of a territory 
which had so recently formed a part of Her dominions, that I tnisted 
he would not hesitate to address me upon any future occasion of 
threatened danger, that I might ascertain whether it would be consi S­

tent with my duty to be in any way useful to the Free State.­
I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Landtlroat of S111itlrjit-ld to tl,e Acting Goi·nt111unt 
Secretary, Bloe111fonil'it1. 

Landdrost Office, Smithfield, 8th June, 1856. 
Srn,-I have the honour to forward to you herewith a document 

signed by the Commandant and some of the Fieldcornets of the 
Dititrict, and addressed to His Honour the Prc:sidcnt, and with 
reference thereto, I have to acquaint you fur His Honour's i uforma­
tion, that it is the re!lult of a meeting of about -10 Frontier Residents 
whose opinionii are contained therein, and which meeting was called 
and held without any interference on my part. It was handed to me 
by the subscribers who were accompanied by the persons who had 
attended the meeting. I took this opportunity to acquaint them with 
the contents of your letter dated 3rd instant No. 375, and to ascertain 
their opinion relative to the que11tionR therein emhraced. 
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Their opm1ons agree with mine in respect of both the points 
brought forward in the said letter. They think that Moshesh should 
not interfere with any steps taken by us for punishing such minor 
chiefs as Jan Letelle, Lebenya, Posuli, and others, for thefts nnd 
unruly conduct towards the Frontier Residents, but that the Burghers 
of the District should be authorised to carry such measures into 
execution without the assistance of other districts, the Burghers of 
the whole Free State, however, being warned to keep themselves in 
readiness to reinforce them, if it slrould become necessary to employ a 
larger force either on account of treachery on the part of Moshesh, or 
any other cause. They are of opinion that their return to their farms 
would not be safe as long as the thefts and unruly conduct, which 
have lately taken plaee on the Frontier, are not punished, as an 
example to the other tribes, and that it is especially necessary that the 
Captains Jan Letelle, Lebenya, and Posuli should be brought to a 
sense of their duty, and they consider it necessary for the future 
safety of the Frontier residents that these tribes should be removed 
and not be allowed to settle again in the neighbourhood. That this 
should be done by Moshesh himself with his own means and should he 
decline doing it himself, but at the same time be willing that such 
removal should be carried out by the Burghers, he leudiug no assist­
ance to these Kaffirs, that the power of the district will be sufficient 
for the purpose. But should Moshesh object and assist these evil­
doers, they request His Honour to call out the Burghers of the whole 

. State, f,,r the purpose of ejecting the guilty nations from our Borders, 
and that in any of the three above mentioned cases no time be lost in 
inspecting the border farms and defining the Frontier line. 

I enclose copy of a letter addressed to Moshesh by me per express, 
and the memorial referred to me by His Honour for information is 
likewise forwarded herewith, with my replies to His Honour's 
observations.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) JoHN H. FoRD, Landdrost. 

Letter from tM Rev. TMo. Jou.m, cm behalf of the Chitf Moshcsh, to the 
Landdroat of Smitlifield. 

Thaba Bosigo, 9th June, 1856. 
81R,-Moshesh requests me to acknowledge the receipt of your 

honoured letter, and at the same timo to thank you for the prompti­
tude with which you informed him of the misdeeds committed by the 
people of his tribe on the borders of your district ; these misdeeds 
afflict him so much the more thai those who commit them are knaves 
(mauvais sujets) over whom the word of tho Chief has no 110wer (n'a 
pas d'empire). · For he has again lntrly written to all his C'nptni11s 
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desiring them s<·rupulously to wntch that no thefts be committed hy 
the people of his tribe upon tho whites who inha1it the border. It is 
therefore with great displeasure that he has learned from your letter 
that thefts have recommenced, and that your patrols have been the 
object of insult to many of the natives. Were I not fearful that your 
appearance in arms would produc-e a bad effect upon my people, and 
would have evil consequences, I would willingly permit you to fol.low 
this robber into my country, and to punish him with the severity of 
your laws, but it would be to be feared that a misunderstanding would 
give rise to consequences troublet1ome hoth to you and to us. I am 
now going to write to Letelle and the other neighbouring chiefs that 
if John Letelle continues to steal and give (or "sow") trouble in the 
country, he shall undergo the fate of Leisa, whom a few months ago 
I caused to bo put to death, for having committed theft, after having 
been several times exhorted to do so no more. Such are, sir 
(Monsieur le Mag-istrat), the words which I am charged to write 
to you. 

I join with Moshesh in presenting you my cordial salutations, and 
the assurance of my devotedness. 

(Signed) T11Eo. JousaE, V.D.M. 
P.S.-Perhaps it will be possible for you to cause the <'nclosed 

letter to reach its address promptly. It is M. Cochet who will have 
the kindness to read it to Letelle and Lebenya. 

A true translation. 
(Signed) F. H. S. 0RPE.>J. 

Ltter from the Chief Jlos'llesh to the PresidB11t of the Orang, Free State. 
Thaba Bosigo, 16th June, 1856. 

GRE.\T CmEF,-A fortnight ago I sent to you my son Tlari and 
Esaiah Seele. They hnd a letter from me, which they have lost 
on the road. And I writo again to you. 

I was a!:<king yon, sir, whether the roads arEI Rtill stopped, praying 
you to open thorn again. For there arc by me Baraputsas, Baraka­
lebalele, and people belonging to other small tribes who want to go 
and look for employment among your own people or among the 
English. And thne are also by me Baperis who are on their return 
up to their own land, now that they have already returned from the 
Colony or from amongst you. but the wayl'I are stopped. 

For my own people also, this is the time when they go more parti­
cularly among the whitel'I to work or trade, but they are prevented. 
Grant us a free way, great chief, since work and commerce leave war 
far behind tliom; it il'I those th;ngs that make tribes, wars are only 
ravening wolves. 
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I think that ,vitsi has been sullkicntly chastised by you. ,vould 
it not be well to stop there, that the tribe of ,vitsi may live and not 
become a dead thing, and that both you and I should suffer no injury, 
because people for want of subsistence become mad and make no 
difference between man and man, but live on depredations only. 

Such was the word of mine which has been lost, and to-day I 
repeat it, praying you to acquiesce in my desire. 

Besides, Great Chief, ,vitsi has just sent a m{'ssenger to me, 
requesting that I should beg for peace from you. I have coni.ented to 
that. It is you who said when you began that war against Witsi that 
he was constantly stealing from you. But I was not conscious that 
he had stolen so very much. 

I agreed that there had been stealing on the part of the Bako­
lokues, but it was not so very many. And again thieves used to be 
in most cases the very Bakolokues that served on your farms, and 
who would run away with a stolen head of cattle or a horse. Things 
stood so when I consider them. 

Now you went and told me: Keep aside. I have kept aside, and 
keep aside still. But I feel very much for ,vitsi. What do you want 
him to do? He sent, he says, three deputies, it was Kualane, a chief 
he had sent to the camp before, well known by Commandant Botha. 
That man went with two attendants, Makhena and Bereng, they had 
been entrusted with a small troop of cattle in token of ,vitsi's sub­
mission. But they were shot, the three, and the cattle remained with 
your people. 

Again Witsi sent Khantsi and Checha to go and ask for peace, with 
another small troop of cattle. And the chief of the camp answered 
these " we do not accept of such, we want those we will take our­
i;elves." That is how they ran away in the night, bringing no word 
of peace. 

A third time Kudi and Nkise were sent. They went with cattle too. 
But they were chased, and hastened to run away for their lives, 
leaving the peace-cattle in your people's hands. The proceeding is 
horrible, it is quite contrary to the manners of our tribes to butcher 
people that way, and to refuse so obstinately to receive their 
submission. 

Those men you treat thus, can you kill them all ? And where do 
you want them to go to? To me, as you have advised by Esaiah 
Seele ? There are already too manJ people, and you recommended 
me when he had cattle to shut him the way t•wards me ; and in the 
Malutie people· cannot live on account of the cold; west and north 
they find the land occupied by you ; towards Natal it is impossible for 
the Bakolokues to go, since they came out from thence when Dingaan 
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was destroyed by the Ilof'rs ; and that ,vitsi took up his refuge in the 
high lands for fear of them. He settled therein at a time when there 
was not a single white man, for \Vitsi is not a new comer. That is 
why I say, have pity on him now, that be may eat corn. And if you 
continue to bunt that people in their fields that they may die of 
starvation, not so with man, he turns mad first and then dies. 

I wonder, Great Chief, at the things going on this year, I wonder 
and say, let him have bread lest he turns a mad thief. I salute you 
very much. 

Mark X of MosnEsJI. 

Letter from the Chief Moslu:sh to tk High Commissioner. 

Thaba Bosigo, 17th June, 1856. 
YoUR ExCELLE!iCY,-1 suppose that you will by this time have 

received some official reports about the affairs at Witsi's. Mr. Boshof 
informed me at first start, upon which I sent Esaiah and two of my 
sons, that they might see bow things would go on, and afford assist­
ance if required either by the whites or ,vitsi, also to do their utmost 
to bring things to a peaceful conclusion, lest this quarrel should cause 
a general disturbance. Mr. Boshof consented. My messengers have 
been very properly taken care of. They went with the Commando. 
When in the vicinity of Witsi's they hastened to send word to him, 
saying: You must try to obtain a conference with the contending 
party, whether you come in person or send a proper man, that those 
affairs may be settled in a peaceful manner. 

My men have sent to me the following report : " The next day 
"Witsi deputed a chief called Kualane; be came, he said to Mr. 
"Orpen and Field Commandant Botha,-' My master has said, my 
" Lords, I am afraid, seeing that you come with power, for I am too 
"humble a man that you should come to me with arms and with 
" power. What is the painful affair which brings you to me?' He 
"was still speaking when Mr. Orpen answered him, 'Are you a 
"member of Witsi's family?' He said 'No.' 'Are you a member of 
"bis Council?' He said 'No.' Then Mr. Orpen said, 'Does Witsi 
" mock us, to send such a man as you to us ? Go now to Witsi, tell 
" him that we left Bloemfontein with orders to come and compel 
" Witsi by force ; and on account of that word of his, we consent to 
" go to him, and tell him to deliver 1,700 head of cattle and 300 
" horses, that all may be thus settled ; let him know that we go 
"tomorrow, let him not sleep this night, but gather in that cattle, 
"and tell him that death lies at his door.' 

" The night spent, at sunrise they took their horses and prepared to 
" start, and Mosbesh'e men said, ' It is proper for us also to go.' 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1856) BASl1'OLA!\'D RECORDS. 203 

"The head of the party said, 'No, stay here, should Witsi behave 
"properly I will call you.' So we stayed. They went on a Saturday. 
"The next day they fought. And whon they returned. they said, 
" 'one thousand and hundredt1 head of cattle, with tenths of horses 
" and sheep have been taken, but cattle have been driven away 
" towards Moshesh's. Shall not Molapo stop them, that we may find 
" them near.' The messengers answered, ' Don't mind although they 
" a.re gone, we shall go after them, and thus you yourselves will find 
"out the spoors.' And messengers of Moshesh said, 'Now we must 
"go back to tell Moshesh and Molapo to settle this affair.' 

" And the messengers of Moshesh sent word of it to Molapo ; and 
"the spoors of Witsi's cattle (since the orders of Moshesh had been 
"positive after what he had been told by Mr. Boshof, who had said, 
"' Witsi's cattle are not to run towards Moshesh ') these spoors being 
" heard of by Molapo, he got hot at once, and ordered immediately 
"Moatluli, his cousin, "ith a number of men, saying, 'Go quickly, 
"go seek that cattle you hear of; when you find th~m stop them, 
" turn them back towards the land they came from.' And he wrote 
" to Mr. Orpen, saying, 'I have heard of your uneasiness, sir; not so, 
'' I have orders from my father, firm ones, which I am to go by; I 
" have sent men to turn out those flocks, as I settled lately the affair 
"of Jan Veick and of the lad who had run away with a black horse 
"belonging to the Boer. Inform me by Tlari (Molapo's messenger) 
"that I may, when he returns, learn how you have settled things.' " 

After having heard of all this affair, and that the bulk of the Com­
mando had returned, I hastened to send one of my sons with Esaiah 
to Mr. Boshof. They took a letter from me, but it has been lost, in 
which I was saying, "Now, sir, I would like to learn how you have 
" settled things. Again, you told me before that no man was to be in 
" a huny to travel till the Commando had returned. Cannot the way 
" be opened now? Please to return me an answer.'' And His 
Honour (.Morena) said to this: "Moshesh speaks right, but I haven't 
"much to answer. As regards Win burg district, I will first hear 
" of the Landdrost, but as to Witsi's direction my ears are still shut, 
" because Witsi is our enemy, he refused to have peace, and is still 
'' stealing from us to this day. I have given orders to destroy him, 
" should he not run away somewhere, or to Moshesh who would, I 
"hope, receive him that we may have him out of our country. Go, 
" Esaiah, and say so to Moshesh. I give you no letter, as you have 
" brought none, and it is not improper that we should communicate 
" together with your chief by word of mouth.'' 

Yolll' Excellency, such are my news to you. I have theught it well 
to lay them before you. I have put down an extract of a letter which 
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Mr. Boshof has writkn to me (:!nd May) saying: "I have i;een your 
" son and Esaiah. I am well pleased to find that you are so well 
"disposed towards us, and that we may have the prospect that this 
" affair of \Vitsi will not bring about a rupture between us, as I do 
" hope your people on the frontier will attend to your orders, in not 
" meddling in any way in the matter so as to assist, protect, or shelter 
" our enemies. I send this letter to assure you that I greatly value 
"the assistance you have offered to us." 

Mr. Orpen also has written to my son Molapo (17th May) saying: 
"I have great pleasure in receiving your letter of the 15th by Tlali, 
" and am very thankful for it, and in seeing your zeal to preserve 
"peace. I was myself afraid that it might fall out badly when I 
" saw that Witsi's cattle had fled into Moshesh's country and that 
" Matela had given harbour to Kali, for our instructions from Mr. 
" Boshof were that if Witsi made no fitting offer of compensation we 
" were to eat him up and follow his cattle wherever they went. We 
"intend to take our time about it, take all his cattle, and dear the 
" country of the Bakolokues. They must be made an example of. 
" Witsi has delayed us a good deal by pretending to ask for peace and 
" that he would pay a fine, and has thus got much of his cattle out of 
'' the way." 

I send also to you copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to Mr. Boshof, 
that you may know how things stand amongst us at this day. 

I am Moshesh. I salute you very much. 
A true translation. 

(Signed) TnEOP. JoussE, V.D.M. 

E.:ctract from a Letter of the President of the Ora119e Free State to the 
Colonial Secretary. 

Bloemfontein, 21st June, 1856. 
I shall be glad to learn :from you whether the cannon Sir George 

was kind enough to order for us from home may soon be expected, as 
I fear we shall after all before long have to use force against two or 
three of Moshesh's under captains on the Smithfield borders, where in 
spite of Moshesh's orders and remonstrances they continue to harass 
and annoy the farmers in such a manner that the latter are prevented 
from returning to their housos, one of which they have burnt down. 
I may add that the late serious increase of cattle and horse stealing, 
and other repeated provocations given to the Boers, have made it 
necessary for me to proceed thither in a day or two. 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 
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Letter from the Chief Moal1esh to the High CommiRsioner. 

Thaba Bosigo, 23rd June, 1856. 
Srn,-I have already written several times to let you know how 

matters stood between me and the Boers of the Free State, and the 
tenor of my whole correspondence has been, I would fain hope, to 
prove to you that it is my most earnest wish to live in peace with my 
neighbours. Since, however, it might ha1)pen that I should be called 
upon to defend myself in my own country, I greatly desire to make it 
known to Your Excellency that this will in no way alter the relations 
in which I stand with regard to the Colonial Government, and that I 
shall use all my endeavours to prevent my people crossing the Orange 
River, in the hope that the Colonial Government will act in the same 
spirit of complete neutrality towards me. 

Mark X of l\fosnEsH. 

Letter from the President of the Free State to tl1e Chiif J[o,heRh. 

Smithfield, 27th June, 1856. 
GREAT CmEF,-You will reC'eive this letter by the hands of two 

gentlemen, whom I have found it expedient to send as a deputation to 
you, namely, 

Mr. Wm. J. Coleman, 
Mr. Hendrik Olivier, 

and whom I have instructed to speak with you on a very disagreeable 
subject, one which I fear may lead to very unpleasant results, viz., 
the stealing of cattle and horses which has of late been by your people 
resumed and carried on to such an extent not only in the Border 
Fieldcornetcies of Hendrik Olivier and Gustavus Voessee, but even near 
to and beyond the town of Smithfield, as to be no longer bearable, in 
addition to which besides burning down two farmers' houses, the 
Natives have lately assumed so insolent a tone towards the first named 
Fieldcornet that my personal presence and influence in this pa.rt of the 
district became absolutely necessary in order to llrevent the Boers. 
goaded as they have been to desperation by rapine and insult, from 
attacking those tribe~ to which the marauders have been clearly 
proved to belong. 

I have with difficulty succeeded in restraining these men for the 
present, and have persuaded them to await the results of the final 
appeal which I now make to you, and thereby to prove whether you 
be willing and able to deal out to offending tribes and their chiefs the 
exemplary punishment they deserve, and to cause ample and satis­
factory compensation to be made to the sufferers. 

Mr. Ford, the Landdrost of Smithfield, has, I find, already made you 
acquainted with some of the recent proceeding!! of tho Natives, and I 
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now send you, as promised, a list of the depredations committed 
previous to your late visit to Smith.field. 

I have, as you will perceive, from the items specified in the list, .. 
selected those cases only in which the stolen cattle were traced to the 
boundary. The total number stolen being 223 head of cattle, 136 
horses, and 24 sheep. 

With regard to the remaining number stolen, namely 145 head of 
cattle, 158 horses, 88 sheep, if it be taken into consideration that, 
although not clearly traced, there can be little doubt of their having 
gone in the same direction, and you will I think admit that I now do 
far less than might be considered fair and reasonable in demanding as 
compensation 275 head of cattle and 150 horses, and as the cattle and 
horses were, in most instances, selected by the thieves, on account of 
their good qualities, I shall of course expect to receive in return 
animals of a superior description. I would suggest that the delivery 
of the above cattle take place at the farm of Fieldcornet Hendrik 
Olivier, and request that at the furthest it be not delayed beyond the 
end of August next. It would also be well were you to inform the 
landdrost of the day appointed, giving him sufficient notice to enable 
him to attend in person to receive them. 

I enclose you also a further list of depredations, since committed, 
amounting as you will perceive, to 158 horses, and 73 head of cattle, 
besides houses and other property destroyed to the value of 11bout 
£125, as far as has been reported to me to this date. You know that 
for these, according to our agreement, I am entitled to fourfold 
compensation, unless the thieves be delivered up, and I now request 
you to have that done, also, within the time, and at the place above­
mentioned. 

I think it right to inform you, that according to our Law the Courts 
of Justice have the power in cases of horse and cattle stealing to inflict 
capital punishment, and as it appears that, in order to protect our 
frontier inhabitants, and to preserve peace with our neighbours, it has 
become necessary to exert the utmost power given us by the latitude of 
the law on this head, I shall request the Courts of Justice in future 
to apply the law to that extent, and I shall most assuredly cause the 
sentence to be executed in all cases of theft in which they shall consider 
it necessary to pass sentence of death upon the culprits. I trust you 
will cause notice hereof to be given to all the Natives under your 
charge. 

Should you not cause compensation to be made, as above demanded, 
and should you fail to punish the chiefs and to take such measures as 
will for the future assure security and confidence to our border 
inhabitants, and thus induce them to return to their farms and houses, 
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and live there unmolestod in the peaceful possession of their own 
property, or should you tell me that you have not the moans of doing 
so, I shall then of course not refer again to you on such subjects, but 
shall take measures, as I myself shall feel called upon, to ·avenge the 
many injuries which for so long a time have been endured by our 
people, in the fullest assurance that you will neither interfere with 
their punishment, nor deplore the fate of tribes who have proved 
themselves to be vagabonds and incorrigible robbers, who in defiance 
of your authority have hitherto persevered in the perpetration of 
acts which no longer can admit of our forbearance. Should it, how­
ever, be otherwise, and should you constitute yourself the protector of 
such tribes (a line of conduct of which I cannot and will not believe 
you capable) in such case I could but deplore the interruption of the 
friendly relations which, for our mutual advantage, I am anxious to 
maintain with you, though the men of the Free State will ever find 
consolation in the consciousness that, for the sake of peace, they 
submitted to losses and annoyance until past all endurance. 

I shall anxiously await your answer, and the result of such 
active measures as you will now most undoubtedly take to enforce 
your own authority and cause it to be respected, hoping that 
they will be such as to strike terror into all evildoers, and 
convince me that you are ever ready and willing to co-operate with 
me in maintaining the present good understanding between us. The 
gentlemen deputed by me will be prepared to enter into every 
necessary detail, and I request that you will let them clearly under­
stand your views, and the line of conduct which you may consider it 
proper to adopt respecting the matters above alluded to, in order that 
we may understand each other well. 

On the matters relating to the districts of Winburg and Harrismith, 
I may have occasion to address you hereafter, when I shall have 
received a full report of the late occurrences in that quarter, in the 
meantime I may say that I have no objection- to your admitting 
Witsi and his people into your territory, provided you do not locate 
him in the vicinity of our border, and that you restrain him and 
them from in future annoying the Burghers of the Free State. I 
remain, Great Chief, your sincere friend, 

(Signed) J. N. BosHoF, 
President of the Orange Free State. 

Le_tter from th6 PretJidmt of tlie Ora11ge Free State to tl,e Chief Moslie~li. • 
Smithfield, 30th June, 1~56. 

GB.EAT CmEF,-Your letter of the 16th instant reached Bloemfvntein 
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on the 24th, and was sent after me to this place, and I now hasten 
to answer as concisely as possible. 

You ask me to open the roads. I have done so already, and I 
have no obfection that your people should come in to trade or seek 
for work, but I request that you will not allow them to enter without 
passes, or armed, and in large parties, for I am sorry to inform you 
that from Molitsane's directi~n, as well as that adjoining this district, 
large parties of hunters have frequently this winter come in without 
passes, and when desired to produce them, have returned insolent 
answers, at the same time claiming the land as their own. 

I fully concur with you in saying that trade and labour make nations 
prosperous, but as some people abuse the liberty afforded them of 
passing through the country, hr such purposes, we are obliged to 
make regulations for the restriction of all. You also justly observe 
that "wars are ravening wolves," in which I thoroughly agree, and 
add that so also are thieves (if they be not worse), for they are 
frequently the cause of war, and, therefore, ought to be destroyed like 
wolves. 

You plead earnestly for Wit!li, and will, therefore, be glad to learn 
that I gave instructions long before this that peace should be made 
with him and the other Tribes as soon as it could be done consistently 
with the safety of our people in that part of the Country, and had he 
listened to us, even at the eleventh hour, we should not have gone to 
war with him at all. 

He brought the misery he now suffers on himself, you have unfor­
tunately only heard one side of the question, and I regret that I have 
not now time to tell you the other. I am well pleased by your 
conduct in this affair, and that by pursuing the course which I 
expected of you, and which as a groat and a wise Chief you were 
bound to take, war between us has been avoided. 

From the tone of your lettflr it would almost appear as if you 
supposed that we could not have undertaken hostilities against Witsi 
without your consent. I am willing, however, to believe that you 
did not intend to conTey this meaning, since it is obviously 
erroneous. 

We wish to be your friends, and pass over therefore without further 
comment remarks, which, did they not originate in ignorance, or 
inadvertence, would be deserving of rebuke. 

You do wrong in saying "that it is horrible, and quite contrary to 
" the custom of our Tribes, to butcher people that way, and refuse, 
" so obstinately, to rcecive their submission," but, doubtless, you 
judge from having only heard one side, in future, however, I desire 
you to refrain from su('h groundles!'l accusations in writing to me. I 
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must bring to your reC'ollec·tion tho c,ustom of your •rribes, befure 
white men settled in this c·ountry, and which, unfortunately, was the 
cause of the sad condition thoy were then in. ,Vhore is Sikonyela at 
the present day? Who now possesses his Country? and who made 
him a wandering outcast? These questions ";ll remind you of 
customs among your own people, which it would seem you had 
forgotten, when you wrote the letter I am now answering. 

It was not my wish, nor did I ask you to harbour ,vitsi, but I 
believe you expresi;ed a desire long ago to do so, when he should 
have satisfied our claims, and Isainh told me when he was lately at 
Bloemfontein, that if Witsi should ask to become subject to you, you 
would admit him into your country, where you had plenty of spare 
land for him, not, however, in ,vitsi's Hoek. 

War is a horrible infliction, and I would ahvays endeavour to avoid 
it by every justifial.le means, but to permit that our people be 
constantly exposed to robberies, 80 that they cannot keep their cattle 
and horses in their own lands without danger of their being stolen, to 
oblige them to be continually in the saddle in pursuit of thieves, and 
when they discover where the stolen pro11erty is. and demand restitu­
tion, to be answered only with excuses or insults-it is an alternati,·e 
worse than war-for war cannot be continued long, before one or 
other of the parties is subdued, or both become tired of it, and enter 
into terms for preventing its renewall(:e, but sueh a state of existence 
as I have described. if allowed to last for any lenf,'1h of time, prevente 
all improvement in the country, and c·auses ill feeling between nations. 

You will therefore confer an infinite stc'n;ce ou your own Tribes 
and upon us, if by exercising a salutary severity you crush and 
destroy the "ravening ·woh-es," the thieves, who as I have said huni 
often been the t·ause of bloody wars. 

Your letter arrived hero two days after the time fixed for meeting 
your messengers at Ilehrun, whieh was the cause of my not St'1Hling 
any one then, for which I am very 11orry. I remain, Great Chief, 
your sincere friend, 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 
President Orange Free State. 

Letter from the Cl1i1f Jfo.,hes'/i to the Presidrnt of the Ora11ge Fr~e Stn/11. 
Thaba Bosigo, 12th July, 1856. 

Srn,-Having received your letter ancl read h thoroughly, I promise 
to collect all my Captains and head rueu 80 soon as possible, when if 
after submitting to them your letter they do not decide with rue iu 
punishing the thieve;,, and cau~ing c·ompe11;1ation to l,e paid you 
within the time specified in your letter, I will then consider thl'lll 
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no longer subjects of minl', and leave them to you to punish 
in the saille manner as you have done with Witsi, promising not to 
interfere in the matter, nor allow any of my people to interfere, with 
the understanding that you will acquaint me previously with your 
intentions, as in the affair of Witsi. I will also acquaint you with the 
decision arrived at by my Council in due time. 

Mark X of MosnESII. 
(Signed) DAVID MosIIESH. 

We the undersigned certify that thi11 document was delivered to us 
by David, Moshesh's son, as the act and deed of his father and 
himself, and that the contents hereof are in substance to the same 
effect as the verbal promise made to us by the former on the same 
day. 

(Signed) WM. H. COLEMAN. 

H. OLIVIER. 
Smithfield, 19th July, 1856. 

IJespatch from thfJ Hiq/1 Co111111issioller to the Secretary of State for tla, 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 14th July, 1856. 
Srn,-In the Despatches of the numbers and dates specified in the 

margin, I had the honour to bring under your notice the rumours in 
circulation of a general combination amongst tho Kaffir race to unite 
in an attack upon this Colony, I nt the same time reported my own 
disbelief in these rumours. Having now just returned from the 
frontier, it is in my power, from personal observation of the state of 
affairs there, to inform you that I feel quite satisfied that none of the 
chiefs of the Kaffir or Basuto races nre united in any designs against 
the Colony, nor do I see any immediate danger of the peace of this 
country being broken. 

2. In British Kaffraria everything was quiet and prosperous. The 
Natives who, poor people, had suffered severely from the lung sick­
ness amongst their cattle, were employed, in large numbers, in 
opening up the country by roads, and upon other public works, and 
expressed themselves most grateful for the employment thus afforded 
to them. The system of Magistrates being appointed to reside with 
the Chiefs was working well, and those Chiefs, who had not yet 
receiwd Magistrates, were earnestly pressing to have this boon, as 
they now regard it, awarded to them. The sick amongst the Kafilrs 
were availing thenu-elvos, in large numbers, of the medical assistance 
which H. M. Governm<'nt had directed to bo ~fforded to them. The 
lndu~trial Schools W""re generally J>rogres~ing satisfactorily. The 
European population were prosperous and contented, and were 
cordially co-011erating in the plans of the Government. It will be 
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seen, from the enclosed address from the European inhabitants of 
King William's Town, that the British Residents in Kaffraria, with 
all their means of forming a judgment upon the subject, on the 
spot, acknowlodgo that the measures in progress for the permanent 
settlement of the difficulties under which that country has so long 
laboured, are daily proving more successful, and that to these, under 
Providence, they held themselves indebted for peace, for the sources 
of wealth which ai·e opening up to their Town, and for the fact of 
their now being able to enjoy in security the fruits of their 
industry. 

3. The enclosed copies of three letters from Moshm1h, which have 
just reached me, will shew the friendly feeling which he bears 
towards the British Government. Affairs between the Government of 
the Orange Free State and the Native Tribes in their vicinity are, as 
will be seen from the letters of Moshesh, still in an unsettled state. 
But I see nothing in them which need cause serious apprehensions, 
and which time and prudence may not overcome. In fact these 
difficulties must, in some degree, be attributed to ourselves, as they 
may all be, more or less, traced to the fact of our having left the 
Orange Free State without having, in any way, defined or settled the 
boundaries between that State and the Basutos, on the one side, and 
between it and the Griquas on the other. 

4. The Government of the Orange Free State, necessarily weak 
from its nature, its newness, and its pbverty, finds itself pressed 
by the claims of its subjects, who hold grants for lands from the 
British Government, whilst Basuto or Griquas are still in pos~ession 
of these lands, and decline to yield that which they claim as their 
own. I however hope that, with care, these difficulties may by 
degrees be removed. 

(Signed) G. GRJrr. 

Ltter from Mesar,. W. H. Cole11um and H. Olivier to the Presiclent of tM 
Orange Pree Stat.,. 

Smithfield, 17th July, 1856. 
Srn,-We have the honour to report for Your Honour's informati0n 

that in accordance with the letter and instructions received from Your 
Honour, under date 2ith June, 1856, we started on our Mission to the 
paramount Chief of the Basutos, Moshesh, on Saturday the 5th July, 
and arrived at the Revd. Mr. Dyke's station on Sunday 6th July, at 
the moment the church service was about to commence for the coloured 
people. 

Thero were present some 17 or 18 families of Bastards, and amongst 
them we observed an escape1l conYil't from the Smithfield gaol, on 
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whose account a serious misunderstanding occurred about the middle 
of the year 1855, betwixt the officials of this District and the Chief 
Posuli. The whole of the male portion of this congregation was a 
vagabond and sinister looking set, who would doubtless render great 
ser\ice to the Kaffirs on hostilities breaking out. 

The Revd. Mr. Dyke complained very much of their propensity for 
intoxicating drinks, stating that whilst the farmers were residing on 
the border, they (thtl Bastards) obtained brandy from them and were 
almost continually drunk, but since the abandonment of the border 
they had been unable to procure any. 

On the evening of this day (6th) we arrived at Daggaboer's Neck, 
where our cart broke down; there is at this place an extensive Kaffir 
village consisting of from 70 to 80 huts, under the colllllland of a petty 
captain named Grootewien, the inhabitants of which appeared to us to 
be under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 

,v e sent to the Chief for assistance to mend our cart ; he came him­
self, and after some eonversation he complained of the great scarcity 
<,{ meat; wo asked him why he did not hunt, as there were large herds 
of game distant only about 3 hours ride from his kraal. He stated 
that he had received orders from Letsie and Moshesh not to work his 
best horses, but to ket•p them constantly prepared for war, and on no 
account to use them for any other purpose. 

On Monday evening the 7th July we arrived at the kraal of the 
Chief Letsie, upon whom we waited on the following morning (8th). 
'Lie chief was very anxious to ascertain the nature of our mission to 
Moshesh, but we merely told him that we were the bearers of 
despatches from Your Honour. In the course of conversation he 
informed us that two men whom he had sent to Lebenya concerning 
boundary questions had returned three days previously, and also 
!<poke at some length concerning the robberies which had been com­
mitted on the border. ,v tl deplored to him that the country should be 
thrown into such a distracted state in consequence of the misdeeds of 
two or three bands of marauders who formed so insignificant a pro­
portion in the population of Ba,mtoland, and further mentioned to him 
that we had heard that Jan Letello had disarmed some 1>eople sent by 
him (Letsic) either to remonstrate with or chastise Letelle's tribe for 
their iniquitous practices, at the same time stating that it appeared to 
us that Letelle was hi~ master, and not he Letelle's. Letsie replied 
that it_ was true it ap1:oared so, and that he wished we would punish 
the thieves ourselves, m the same manner as we had punished Witsi 
and hi!l tribe, but that he would not interfere in the matter at all. 
We stated that it was impossible for our Government to take any steps 
in the matter, until it was acquainted with the intentions of the 
paramount Chief Mo~ho!!h. After a long conversation upon the 
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number of thefts lately committed on the border, we recommenced our 
journey. There were present at this interview about 150 of the Tribe. 

We may remark here that we found the vegetation of this portion 
of the country much' more advanced than that of any part through 
which we had previously passed, the trees being in bud, and the grass 
in many places having shot out from one to two inches. 

We were now delayed for two days by the breaking of the cart 
axle, and consequently did not arrive at Thaba Bosigo until the 
evening of Thursday, 10th July, when we immediately ascended the 
mountain and delivered our despatch to the Chief Moshesh, with whom 
we remained in conversation for about two hours, after which we 
retired. having appointed an early hour on the following day for an 
interview. 

AccordinilY, on Friday morning ( 11th) we waited upon the chief, 
who, pending the arrival of his son David, complained that the 
Government of the Free State did not appoint a resident political 
agent at his seat of government. who might translate and explain the 
letters and COllllllUnications which he was constantly receiving, alleging 
at the same time that neither he nor his children (with the exception 
of Nl'hemiah who lived at a distance) could either read or write 
English or Dutch, and that the Missionary, the Revd. Mr. Jousse, was 
unwilling to interfere in politics. Upon the arrival of David, Moshesh 
_requested us to read and translate into Dutch the despatch aud 
enclosures, in order that they might be retranslated into the Basuto 
tongue for the information of himself and his assembled Raad. Having 
done this, and having pointed out and proved the numerous thl'fts 
which had been committed, and to whom they had been traced, we 
proceeded to bring before the Chief's notice and to di>'cuss the various 
points comprised in the written instructions furnishc·d to us by Your 
Honour, but could not succeed in eliciting a definite reply to any one 
of them. The Chief appeared wavering and undecided. He stated 
that he did not know what to do or how to act, but reiterated that it 
was his desire to preserve peace. No satisfactory conclusion having 
been arrived at, the conference was adjourned at sundown until the 
following morning. 

In the evening several of Moshesh's young men a-;sembled around 
our fire, and we entered into conversation with them. 

They commenced speaking of the battle of Berea, and praised the 
bravery of the troops in -withstanding their repeated charges in the 
highest terms, but at the same time spoke with mueh bitterness of 
their cruelty to such women as fell into their hantls; one of them 
stated that they dreaded the English, but would not mind a war with 
the Boors, as thf'y knew that the latt<'r would run away, and that 
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they would then obtain vienty of ridiug hor~cs, great eoats, and 
clothing. 

On Saturday morning, 12th July, we ascended the mountain early, 
and met the Chief Moshcsh, with about one hundred of his people, 
in a large endosure. Whilst awaiting the arrival of the Revd. Mr. 
Jousse, who had promised to assist in interpreting this day, we 
explained to Moshesh and endeavoured to make him comprehend the 
g-reat benefits which his nation derives from its intercourse with 
Europeans and their descendants, and pointed out to him how it 
was gradually, although slowly, aµvancing in civilization, assuring 
him at the same time that it was our most earnest wisn to preserve 
peaceable relations with himself and all his people ; we also again 
brought before his notice the manner in which the Frontier Boers 
have been robbed and driven about lately, and also the insolence of 
the Kaffirs residing on the boundaries of the Free State. 

The Chief admitted that our statements were all true, said that he 
deplored the state in which affairs now wero, but could see no remedy 
until he had C'alled his council together, ho further said that he was 
not a second Christ to die for thieves and robbers. 

The Revd. Mr. J ousse having by this time arrived, Your Honour's 
letter was again read and interpreted to the ehief and his people. 
Moshesh then said that it had taken him so much by surprise that he 
had no answer to give now, but would send one shortly. We imme­
diately replied that we had been expressly sent by Your Honour in 
order to avoid any delay, and that we must have an am,wer even if we 
were compelled to remain there a month to obtain it. We explained 
to the Chief that in our opinion, the plan he was adopting of procras­
tination and evasion was calculated to destroy and put a stop to our 
present amirnble relations, and put it to him, whether for the sake of • 
a fow thieves and robbers he would wish such a breach to occur. 
We further told him that it appeared evident that he possessed no 
control whatever over the border chiefs; this he admitted and pro­
mised that if thoy would not now listen to him he would entirely 
cast them off. 

After much further discussion and explanation, the chief was at 
last induced to give us the enclosed document, signed both by himself 
and his son David, in which he ratifies the foregoing promise; he also 
promised that he would send either his son or one of his principal 
chiefs, to remain on the border ponding the final adjustment of the 
present causes of complaint, such son or chief to bo in a measure 
responsible for all depredations committed on the Border, after being 
properly traced and reported to him ; and it was agreed that the 
person deputed by Moshesh for that purpose should consult with 
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Ficldcornet Olivier, and that they two should decide whether at 
Lebenya's or near Posuli's would be the more eligible spot for him 
to be stationed at. 

Moshesh. would not give a positive answer as to the time it would take 
to collect the chiefs of his tribe together in council, stating that it was 
impossible to do so, as it might rain or snow, or other accidents might 
occur to prevent their assembling within any spedfie<l time. Before 
parting from us he again assured us of his intention to do all in his 
power to preseITc peace and friendship between his tribe and the 
inhabitants of Your Honour's Presidency, and at the same time begged 
of us to use all our exertions to the same end. The conference then 
broke up, and we descended the mountain, the chief having promised 
to visit us in the morning before our departure. 

On the following morning (13th) we were visited by one of Moshesh's 
sons, who commenced talking about what the young men intended 
doing in the event of a war, and stated that they would serve the 
whiui women in the same manner that the Basuto women had been 
treated by the troops at the Berea, ho said further that they had a 
right to all the land west of the Caledon as far as \Vaterfall (the 
farm of Mr. Halse) that being the division made betwixt them and 
the Griquas by Sir Peregrine Maitlan,l, including also the town of 
Smithfield, which it was their intention to occupy before long. 

Having waited until 11 a.m. in expectation of seeing the Chief 
Moshesh, and ho failinr:- to arrive, we handed the second letter en­
trusted to us by Your Honour to his prim·ipnl intcrprder, charging him 
to deliver it into Moshesh's hands, and we then startt-d on our return. 

We arrived at the Revd. Mr. Arbousset's the same evening, and 
were asked by him if we had received any answt'r from Moshesh. 
We stated yes, that we had received one in writing, and at his request 
mentioned its purport; he asked who was the Interpreter, and on being 
informed that it was Moshesh's filOn David said that he did not believe 
that Moshesh would ever commit himself by such a reply. We hoard 
also at that station that the Kaflirs were in the habit of being supplied 
with gunpowder from Aliwal North. 

On Monday morning (14th) we left Morija, and nITivet.l at Olivier's 
farm on Tuesday the 15th July at midday, when we were informed at 
the laager there, that out of 80 or 90 farmers in Gustavns Voessec's 
Ficldcornetry only 6 romained, the others having trekked to various 
}larts of the country, and that several had also trekk,!d from Hendrik 
Smit's Fieldcornetey, we were also informed that two homesteads had 
been burned by the Kaflirs, and that the robberies of cattle aud 
horses during our absence equalled, if thoy <lid not exceed, the wholo 
of those committed previous to our clq1arturc. 
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We haYe now, Ilonourahle Sir, made you a!'cprnintc·d with the 
results of the Mission with whieh you were pleased to entrust us, and 
in the fulfilment of which we have endeavoured to carry out as for as 
posi-ible Your Honour's instructions ; and in conclusion would remark 
that whilst we have been absent upo:i this duty we have listened 
attentively to all that has been spoken in our hearing by the natives, 
and examined warily and narrowly into the motives by which the 
speakers were actuated, and it appears to us from our own personal 
observation, that 1\Ioshesh and Letsie are peaceably inclined, and will 
endeavour to pre,,:erve peace, but we doubt their abiliiy to do so, the 
whole of the tribes from the Orange Rivn and 1\Iolapo's are connected 
by intermarriages, and however willing the Head Chiefs may be to 
restrain their people from assisting the depredators if attacked by 
us, they will be unable to restrain from the fray the young men of 
their tribe who are daily vaunting their prowess and gloating in 
perspective over the luxury of possessing fine horses, guns, and 
clothing, which thf'y imagine they will wrest from the hands of their 
present owners, the Boers. llesides the treatment of their women at 
the Beren by the trooJlS has left a deadly everlasting spirit of revenge 
implanted within them, and they are eonstantly saying how they 
intend serving the white women in the same manner. Our condusion, 
therefore, as deduced from the foregoing observations is that a sini;le 
blow struck upon this frontier will lead to a general war between the 
Basutos and the Inhabitants of this Sta~e. 

\Ye have the honour to subscribe ourselves, Honourable Sir, your 
most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) \V. H. CoLEYA.'i. 
H. OLIVIER. 

E.rtr11cfs from 11 Letfor of the Supcri11fr11dmt of t/;e TVd!tbagrn ,;.Vat ice 
Reserre to tl1e Reside;it Jla9i.strnte of A.li1cal North. 

Wittebergen, 21st July, 1856. 
You will be surprised to hear that poor old Sikonyela breathed his 

last yesterday at noon. I was not aware that his complaint had grown 
worse, only as recent as Saturday morning I saw some of his men, who 
I asked how he was, who told me he was still ill, but did not say he 
was any worse than usual. I h:we been taken quite l,y sur1)rise. I 
have told his sons, they must as suon as they have the funeral over, 
hold a Raad, and appoint his suecei-sor and report him to me. 

(8ignPd) Joux AnTE:N'. 

Letter from tl,e Rev. Jfr. lJ!jl.:e to tlw Hi!Jh Com1,1issiu11er. 
Hermon Mission Station, Basutoland, 23rd July, 18,j6. 

YocR ExCELLE~CY,-1 have received directions from the conference 
of Jdii,sionarics of the Paris Hoeiety in Bwmtoland to communieate 
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with you on the subject of an institution whieh Your Excellen('y kindly 
proposed should be established in this country. 

I have the honour to assure Your Excellency of the sincere thank­
fulness with which my brethren have heard of the intere.,t you take in 
the welfare of the heathen tribes in South Africa, and of the measures 
you have proposed in order to ameliorate their moral condition. 

It has also given them much encouragement to find that the state of 
the numerous tribes of the Basutos should haYe been taken notice of 
by you. The Lord our God has been pleased to give us an opening to 
these people, and conside::ing the many obstacles that were to be 
encountered, we have reason to })raise our Heavenly Muster for the 
success we have been permitted to meet with. We must at the same 
time lament that our feeble resottrces do not penuit us to give that 
extension to our mission whieh the w1mts of the people require. 

The proposal of Your Exeellen('y, that an institution should be 
established in behalf of the Basutos, to prepare Native Tenehers, &c., 
has been received by us with the greatest pleasure. and we hastened to 
submit the proposition to our Committee in Paris, and also to request 
its sanction to our Society taking upon itself the direction of the 
establishment. The answer to our request we are expecting to receive 
shortly, and we trust it will be satisfactory in all respects. 

In the mean while, we feel that a cornmeneenwnt ought to be made, 
and we only regret that so much precious time has been lost since 
lour Excellency expressed your wishes on the subject. 

I have now the honour to state, that a spot considered suitable has 
been selected by a Commission appointed by the Conference ; and the 
choice has been a11proved by the Chief Moshesh. In order to expect 
any success in the projected plan it was essentially necessary thut we 
should have the co-operation of the Chief and his sons, we could 
therefore take no decisive steps until we had the a:;surunce that he 
would cordially support us. \Ve have consequently fully submitted 
the plan to him, and by his re4uest pointed out the locality we supposed 
most appropriate. It is not to be wondered at, if we had many 
explanations to give and objections to remove before we obtained a full 
consent to the undort<1kiug and to the spot chosen, there now appears 
to be no longer reason for hesitation. From the Chief not well 
understanding the object of this Institution, and from his not taking 
into consideration that, if possible, it should becowe self-supporting, 
he proposed to us to choose a situation near to his residence. To this 
we w~uld have cordially acceded, provided we could have ha<l a 
prospect of accomplishing the ol1ject in view by doing so, but we 
considered the position of Moshesh's residence and its neighbourhood 
to he w1suitable for au establishment for young men, to be trained as 
TeacherR for the tribe at lar~e ; and there was little probability of its 
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becoming sdf supporting in that district. Localities might have been 
chosen in some respects more fertile, and hotter adapted for farming 
purposes, &c., but their distance from Stations already founded 
rendered them objectionable ; an institution laid down on any of them 
would soon become a centre for persons desiring to hear the Word of 
God, and consequently we should be compelled to provide a Missionary, 
as also a Chapel and other rcfpusite buildings, the expense of which 
we should not feel justified in making. These reasons having been 
submitted to Moshosh, he declares himself satisfied with th.em. 

The position choson is adjoining the Station of Hermon founded by 
our Society 3 years since. It has a good fountain independent of the 
waters belonging to the Station, and ground sufficient for gardens and 
cornland ; to this, an outpost is promised by the Chief within 3 miles 
of Hermon. There also is a fine fountain and good pasturage. The 
institution would be in the centre of a large population, and it also 
forms a link betweC'n the more important sections of tribes of which 
the Basuto nation is composed ; its distance from the chief town of 
Letsie (eldest son of Moshcsh) is about 2i miles; from Thaba Bosigo 
between 45 and 50 miles. It is on the road between those places and 
Smithfield, from which it is situated N.E. about 45 nules. The roads 
to Smithfield and Aliwal are comparatively good. 

We feel called upon, with Your Excelloney's approbation and 
assistance, to make the experirncnt,-in a country exposed to 
vicissitudes as this is, and among a people the great majority of whom 
are still heathen, we may be allowed to call the undertaking an 
experiment. We must not be too sanguine, but at the same time we 
must believe that a work, such as this, commenced in reliance upon 
the Divine Blessing, will produce some happy results for the religious 
and moral development of the tribe. 

In the name of my Brethren, I have humbly to solicit Your 
Excellency to confirm the proposal you kindly made in a conversation 
with the Missionaries Lemue, Arbousset, and Casalis, at Smithfield in 
October last. A copy of the minutes of which conversation I herein 
enclose, that by their being confirmed they may become a formal 
document. 

I have also the honour to lay before Your Excellency the decisions 
whieh have been takon by our conference relative to this subject, and 
which have been submittC'd to our Committee for confirmation. 

Further, I hen,in endo!<e n translation of the agreement entered into 
by the representatives of Mo,,hcsh and Letsic an<l the Commission from 
our conferences, upon choosing the site for the institution, which 
agreement has been ratified by Moshesh. 

I would respectfully beg to leam from Your Excellency the amount 
upon which we may calculate in making plans for the buildings 
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required, &c.; unfortunately the erecting of buildings in this country 
is rendered colllparatively expensive, owing to the wood both for 
roofing and carpentry work generally having to be purthased in the 
Colony, Basutoland possessing scarcely any suitable for tho purpose. 
It will also be desirable for us to know the amount whfoh would be nt 
our disposal for the salaries of a director, methanics, and others to be 
employed in teaching native pupils ; as also for the support of each 
pupil whilst livillg in the institution, and for those who may receive 
certificates as Teachers after having been under training. 

Any further information which Your Excellency may require on 
this subject, I shall be most happy to supply, as far as is in my power 
to do so. I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. MoonE DYKE, V .D.M. 

, Copy of .Jfinuf,·s Cl/ Conrersatiun at S111itl!fie/d. 
His E'ltcellency Sir George Grey having kindly invited M.M. Lemue, 

Arbousset, and Casalis to a private interview, lllade particular inquiry 
on the present pro~pects of the French Mis,-;ion. After he had received 
some general information on the subjel't, His R-.cellency remarked 
that he dee1lly felt the necessity of assisting in the religious and moral 
development of the Basutos. He thought the present moment most 
favourable to establish in their behalf an institution destined to prepare 
Native Teachers and Schoolmasters, and in the sequel, if the plan 
succeeded, Native Alillsionaries. 

The institution should be in a central part of the country in order to 
enjoy as much tranquillity as possible, to secure the interest of the 
chiefs, and to exercise a general influence. The spot chosen should be 
fertile, well watered, and adapted in every respect to agriculture. 

The institution might be placerl on a Missionary Station already 
existing, provided this circumstance did not curtail anything of the 
material advantages and facilities .essential to the prosperity of the 
institution. 

The site and a sufficient extent of cultivable ground should be 
secured by the Paramount Chief to the French Missionary Society, 
and it should be perfectly understood that the nature of the establish­
ment cannot be altered. 

Religious and moral instruction is to be the basis of the training 
which the pupils are to undergo. Such instruction shall, in as far as 
practicable, be in the English Language. Provision shall also be made 
to impart to them the attainment of trades suited to the wants of the 
people. 

The funds necessary for the building of houses and other works, for 
the bringing out and support of suitahle Teit.chers and artisan!!, will 
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be kindly furnished by the Government of Her Majesty, who will also 
be prepared for the present to allow a limited salary to such a numLer 
of Native Schoolmasters, who shall be formed in the institution, as 
may be arranged between the Governor and the Missionaries. 

These Schoolmasters would be under the patronage and supervision 
of the French Missionary Soc:iety, and the salary would be granted 
only to such of them who, having passed a satisfactory examination, 
would present a certificate of aptitude from their Teachers. Every 
effort shall be made to render the institution self-supporting as soon 
as practicable. 

Extracts from Minufra of Conference of MiRsionariea' decisions relatfre to a 
Normal School submitted to tlie Co111111itfee in Pari,. 

1. The proposed institution shall be a Normal School to form NatiTe 
Schoolmasters and, if practicable, Evangelists. 

They shall be taught also the rudiments of some of the most useful 
trades and such handicrafts as are likely to advance the civilisation of 
the people. 

2. It shall have a director, assisted by an agriculturist and two 
mechanics or men who can teach masonry, carpentry, waggon work, 
and smithswork. 

3. The conference considers· that Hermon and its neighbourhood 
presents great advantages for the establishment of the institution. It 
will write to the Chief Moshesh, and endeavour to obtain from him 
and his son Letsie, a suitable site with the guarantees desired by His 
Excellency the Governor. A Commission composed of seven members 
of the conference shall examine the proposed locality. 

4. The Brother Dyke having proposed to receive the 1mpils which 
may be sent to him and direct their studies for a commencement, as 
also to cause the buildings essentially necessary to be erected, the 
conference accepts with pleasure his kind offer. 

Translation. 
(Signed) H. M. DTu. 

Trn11slation of Agren,,enf, ~-c. 
On the 1 ith day of the month of December, 1855, being present the 

representatives of Moshesh and Letsie and Missionaries of the Paris 
Society, on the Station of Hermon, a letter of Moshesh was read, 
appointing his son David Masupha to meet the Missionaries on the 
subject of a site for a young men's school. 

The representatives of Moshesh have placed limits for the grounds 
of the school, to commence from the path to the village of Makheri, 
to pass to the hill of the post$ abandoned by :Maafria, from thence to 
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the rivulet of Rantoapane towards the path leading to Magoela at the 
horse drift and to pass above the ground of Pekenya to the source of 
the great fountain, and thence up the rivulet on the side of the Mission 
House to the starting point, the road to Makheri's. 

II. The representatives of Moshesh agree that flocks and herds of 
the School shall have right of pastuxage with those of the village. 

III. And further the School is granted the vacant place of Booi 
Hermanus (the Bastards) as an outpost. 

IV. The site for the School is granted to the French Missionary 
Society, as also the outpost ; and it shall alone have the right to 
receive or deny receiving persons on those places. 

V. On their part the Missionaries bind themselves that the site of 
the School shall be kept solely for that purpose and for its corn, trees, 
and flocks. 

Such is the agreement of David Masupha and the Missionaries, and 
supported by Pauluse Matete,-It shall be submitted to Moshesh for 
acceptance and to Letsie for acceptance, and the Great Voice shall 
conclude the transaction. 

(Signed) DAVID MASUPHA, representative of Moshesh. 
(Signed) PAULUSE MATETE for Letsie. 
(Signed) 8. ROLL.Um, T]i. ARBOUSSET. 
(Signed) H. M. DYKE, S. J. CocHET, Ta. JoussE. 

Confirmed by 
(Signed) :&losnESH. 

22nd March. 
Translation. 

(Signed) H. M. DYKE. 

LetlM' from the High Commia&ioner to the Chief Moaheih. 
Government House, Cape Town, 23rd July, 1856. 

MY FRIEYD MosnEsa,-It was with great regret that I learnt from 
your letter of the 23rd of June, that notwithstanding your ardent 
desire to live in peace with your neighbours, it yet appeared possible 
that after all the efforts you had made to maintain a state of peace 
you might be called on to defend yourself in your own territories. 

2. I sincerely hope that you are mistaken in these apprehensions, 
and that by just and judicious conduct you may still eucceed in 
maintaining peaceful relations with all who surround you. 

3. I must confess that the receipt of your letter cau~ed me both 
sorrow and surprise, containing as it did a notification of the possible 
speedy commencement of hostilities beyond the Orange River, as I had 
not recently received any accounts of the existence of such a state of 
affairs there as was likely to bring on a war, the probable cause of 
which is quite unknown to me. 
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4. You assure me that even should a war break out, it will in no 
degree alter your relations with the Government of this country, and 
that you will do your utmost to prevent your people from passing the 
Orange River, hoping that this Government will pursue a similar course 
in reference to your territories and will preserve an entire neutrality. 

5. The general principle on which the British Government desires to 
act is that of a strict non-interference in any disputes beyond the 
boundary of the Colony. It should however be remembered that in 
the progress of a war, new circumstances from time to time arise, 
which may entirely alter the relations existing between neighbouring 
States, a most serious responsibility will thus rest upon any person who 
may unnecessarily plunge any part of South Africa into the miseries 
of war. I rely therefore with confidence upon your continuing your 
utmost to preserve peace. 

6. In order that my views regarding the subjects on which I have 
addressed you may be known to all parties interested, I shall transmit 
a copy of this letter to the President of the Orange Free State. I 
remain, Great Chief Moshesh, your friend and well wisher, 

(Signed) G. GRBY. 

Letter from the High Co1nmias11ner to tl,e President of the Orange Free 
State. 

Government House, Cape Town, 23rd July, 1856. 
Srn,-1 think it right to enclose for Your Honour's information the 

copy of a letter which I have this day transmitted to Moshesh, in reply 
to one which that Chief addressed to me on the 23rd of June last, as 
I feel it due to you that the knowledge of such important communica 
tions should not be withheld from you. I have the honour to remain, 
Sir, Your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Gorer11111mt l{ofice. 

His Honour the State President feels much satisfaction in announcing 
that the hostilities with the Kaffir Chief Witsi are at an end, and that 
a portion of the intruders on the boundary of the Winburg district 
have quitted our territory, and the remainder are preparing to do so. 
The frontier inhabitants have already returned to their dwellings, and 
have a prospect of continuing henceforward to inhabit them 
unmolested and in safety, and to see their property and rights more 
respected by the Natives in time to come. \Vitsi and his whole tribe 
havo been dispersed, and have suffered so considerable a loss, both in 
cattle and in men, that it is to be hoped that the punishment inflicted 
on them may have operated as an examplo to the other Tribes, and 
that they will have learnt that,-although the Government and 
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burghers of the Free State are patient and forbearing, and reluctantly 
unsheathe the sword,-that when once constrained to do so, by finding 
that their long suffering has no other effect than to multiply and 
aggravate offences, they do not return it to its scabbard until full 
reparation has been made to the insulted, wronged, and ruined 
burghers, and the power of their enemies has been wholly crippled. 
His Honour has deeply regretted these severe measures in reference 
to Witsi and his people, but has felt unable to restrain them, from his 
conviction that anything short of such would have resulted only in a 
repetition of the former encroachments, and that a continuation of 
insecurity and annoyance on our frontier can have no other effect than 
its being eventually deserted. 

For these operations having been brought to so speedy and satis­
factory a conclusion, the Free State is indebted, under the Divine 
blessing, to the services of Joseph Orpen, Esq., Landdrost of Win burg, 
with his active Fieldcomets, Messrs. Senekal and Fick,- of whom the 
former acted as Commandant, -the Fieldcornets of Harrismith, 
Messrs. Hatting and Van Aardt, supported by their Landdrost, M. 
Cauvin, Esqre, forming a combined force of about 100 men. The 
promptitude displayed by these burghers in responding to the call of 
the Authorities, their perseverance in 11pite of the most intense cold 
and amid the most dangerous caverns of the Drakensberg, their 
indefatigable toil in reconnoitring every fastness in which the enemy 
fondly im11gined himself safe, their intrepidity on every occasion when 
they encountered the enemy, the obedience of the officers to their 
Commander and of the men to their officers, and their general orderly 
behaviour until they were properly discharged and released from their 
duties, dMerve the highest commendation. 

By these they have merited the sincere thanks of the President and 
of all their fellow burghers, and by such obedience, promptitude, and 
perseverance, they have put to shame the few disobedient recusants, 
e.nd proved that by such unanimity an important duty can be per­
formed, and speedily completed, by a comparatively small force. 

By the services rendered by Lnnddrost Orpen to his country during 
these operations, and the dangers to which he has cheerfully exposed 
himself, he has earned a distinguished reputation, and he cannot fail 
to have greatly risen in tho esteem of the burghers of the Winburg 
District. 

The detailed reports of theRe operations are too voluminous to be 
published entire; but His Honour cannot omit to remark that Captain . 
Leklntsa and a considerable number of Witsi's people have of their 
own accord come over to the burghers of the State, and requested 
employment among them. This confidence His Honour believes may 
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be justly ascribed,-as one of its consequences,-to the praiseworthy 
conduct of Commandant Botha at the commencement of the hostilities, 
in preventing certain children from being captured, and in causing the 
few who were brought to camp to be immediately returned to their 
mothers. 

His Honour likewise feels himself constrained to express himself in 
terms of praise regarding the Great Basuto Chief Moshesh, who 
issued such orders to his under captains,-and of the Captains Molapo, 
Molitsane, and Letsie, who have so faithfully complied with those 
orders, that little or no damage has been done to the deserted farms 
and dwellings on the boundary of ,vinburg District, and for a con­
siderable time a portion of Caledon River District likewise,-and that 
collisions with Moshesh's subjects have been avoided. 

His Honour feels himself under especial obligation to the Chief 
Molapo for his faithful asf:listance rendered to Mr. Orpen, anq he con­
siders that he can confidently rely on said Chief, that his example and 
influence will for the future have so }lowerful an effect that robberies 
and other annoyances on the ,vinburg 1md Harrismith boundaries will 
be henceforward unknown. 

With reference to the Chief Moroko, the President feels much 
satisfaction in stating that the quiet and peaceable conduct displayed 
by him and his people is highly praiseworthy, and that the line of the 
Bloemfontein District on their border has suffered no molestation from 
them whatever. 

His Honour regrets, however, to have to mention certain exceptions; 
inasrnu<'h as, on a great portion of the Caledon River Line fires and 
robberies, accompanied with menaces, have been perpetrated by the 
Captains Poshuli, Jan Letelle, and their adherents, so that the frontier 
inhabitants in that part have not yet been able to return to their 
dwellings. His Honour has accordingly sent a deputation to the Chief 
Moshesh to claim indemnification and to require the punishment of 
the intruders. This deputation brought back a friendly and favour­
able, but by no means decisive, answer. Such an answer His Honour 
is, however, on the promise of lfoshesh, still expecting ; and he trusts 
that the measures which shall be adopted by Moshesh will be of such 
a character that peace between him and this State may not be 
interrupted. 

Should His Honour, however, be disappointed in this respect, he 
feels the tirmest reliance that the real burghers of this State will, with 
the utmost promptitude, support him in the maintenance of their 
rights. 

By order, (Signed) J. W. Sl'Rt:IJT, Government Secretary. 
Govt1rnmont Office, Bloemfontein, 2nd August, 1856. 
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Letl~r from the President of the Orange Free Stnte w the IIig/1 
Commt"ssioner. 
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Bloemfontein, Orange Free State, 4th August, 1856. 
SIR,-Your letter to me, dated the 23rd ultimo, duly reached me, 

and I beg to express my sincere thanks to Your Excellency for the 
copy of your letter to Moshesh of tho same date. It would appear 
from that letter that Moshesh had expressed his apprehension that 
notwithstanding his ardent desire to live in peace with his neighbours, 
it yet appeared })Ossible he might be called on to defend himself in his 
own Territories. 

That Moshesh in addressing Your Excellency in this manner alluded 
to this State will be clear, when you peruse the copies of a correspond­
ence which I annex herewith, in order that Your Excellency may see 
that the efforts of that chief to maintain a state of peace have not 
boen effectual to prevent some of the tribes on the borders of the 
Caledon River district (admitted by him to be his own subjects and 
consequently under his protection) from annoying and harassing the 
Boers on that Frontier, in such a manner, that the inhabitants of the 
greater part of these Fieldcornetcies are still in lagers, feeling it to be 
too dangerous to return to their farms, whilst some houses are already 
burnt down and cattle and horse stealing are daily carried on, even 
extending to farms beyond the town of Smithfield. 

Your Excellency will perceive that I have sent a deputation to 
Moshesh to request redress, and that he will take active measures to 
put a stop to these depredationR and annoyances for the future ; I have 
given him time till the end of this month ; but if all that I shall 
receive from him should prove as hitherto a mere declaration of his 
desire to maintain a state of pciwe, and fair promises only, I shall find 
it indispensable to take such measures as may be thought requisite for 
the protection of our frontiers, even at the hazard of a general war 
with the Basutos ; otherwise the only alternative will be to abandon 
the whole of the Free State to them, there being no doubt that the 
gil·ing up of a portion would only encourage them to more daring 
acts of violence and further encroachments. 

The real and sincere desire of the Free State is to remain on good 
terms with the Basutos, who have been themselves unable to point out 
a single act of aggression on our side, and I am willing to think that 
Moshesh personally is equally well disposed towards us; but it would 
seem that to extend his power and dominionR he takes under his pro­
tection some chiefs, with their nwnerous bands of followers, in order 
that by such rorul,inations they might he able to defy any hostile 
attack from their white neighbours, but who8e thieviRh propensities 
and provocations constantly displayed at tho co;it of those 111cighbours 
he has either not the will or the pown to check. 

I do hope anti trust that thii. chief will now show that he 1s do-

q 
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tcrn1incd to do what is right, and to prove that he is worthy of our 
confi<lmre and yours ; knowing as I do that a war with him would be 
attendc<l with great risk, inronvonience, and exponse to us, and ron­
soquently fcC'ling persuaded that it is our interest to avoid it if at all 
possibfo. I seriom,ly foar, however, that there may be no alternative. 
To MoRhesh no such difficulty presents itself, inasmuch as he may 
Pither puniRh the ofTC'uding tribes himself or withdraw his protection 
froIU thrm, and give them oyor to ho dC'alt with by us. 

I Rlrnll make Your ExcrllC'1wy acquaintC'd with the steps which 
Moslwsh IUay take in this mutter, and the deeision I may fillfl it 
necessary to come to in consequence therC'of. I have the honour to he, 
Sir, Your ExcC'llency's most obedient humble sel"V'ant, 

(Signed) J. BosHoF, Pm,ident Orange Free State. 

Lrtter from tlw Lrmddrost of Smithfield to the Chi1f Mosliesh. 
Smithfield, 7th Augusi, 1856. 

MosnEsn,-1 have received a letter dated the 6th August purporting 
to have been written in your name, but without any signature what­
ever. SuJ)posing, however, that it actually was written by your 
authority, I would state in answer to the proposal which it contains 
that I have more than once had occasion to send you declarations from 
which it was but too ovident that Jan Letelle had implicated himself 
with tho robboriC's and disturbances of our border, and that I should 
not, thPreforo consider it requisite to outer into the investigations 
whi,·h you propot<e, even if the object to be attaine<l were more clear 
an.-1 suti~foctory than would appear to be the caso from the letter in 
q11estio11. 

Ilut whC'll thP only rt'sult of sudt investigation (in the event of its 
terminating in perfrd, proof of the thefts committed by your sub­
ordinate Chiefs and s11l,jed:-, wo11ld be libe11y for the sufierl'rs to 
:iccompauy the thieYes for the purpose of seard1ing aftor the 1:.<tolen 
property and if found to bring it bark, I should be guilty of some­
thing worse than folly were I to entertain the project for au instant. 
And it appears to me that in making such a proposition nt all you 
must have been led astray by hnd ndvice. 

(f:;igned) Jxo. II. Fo1rn, Landdro:-t. 

IJe~patc/1 from tl,e llig/1 Co111mi.ssio11er to flu: Sardary of Stolt for tl1e 
Col011iies. 

Cape Town, 16th August, 1856. 
Srn,-In my despatch, No. 60, of the 14th July last, I transmitted 

copies of two letters, which I had receiYed from l\fosht>sh, Chief of the 
Ras11to Nation. Since that date I have rPceivod another letter from 
1'fos}w,-h, of which J enclo~c a eopy, as also a copy of my r(lply to it. 
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2. From this correspondence you will find tha17 Moshesh has now, 
for some time, anticipated that he will shortly be attacked by the 
people of the Orange Free State, and from the enclosed copy of a letter 
from the President of that State, in answer to one which I wrote to 
him on the 23rd July, copy also enclosed, its Government appeared to 
have resolved to enter upon hostilities at the commencement of next 
month, unless certain demands are complied with. What renders the 
matter more difficult is that the President pointed out in a letter, a copy 
of which I transmitted in my despatch No. 32 of 2-tth April last, that 
the real cause of the war between Moshesh and the Free State will be 
the boundary question, whatever other circumstance may be made the 
pretext for it ; and I think it will be now very difficult to settle, without 
a war, a question which I could have wished to have &een adjusted 
before we had left the Orange River Sovereignty. 

3. From the correspondence with Moshesh, which I transmitted in 
my despatch No. 60 of 24th July last, it will be seen that he had 
written in very strong terms to the President reganling a Chief named 
Witsi, who had been attacked by the Orange Free State, and whose 
tribe had been, according to Moshesh's aecounts, driven to the last 
extremities. I am informed from a source on whieh I rely that the 
Basuto and some of the Kaffir tribes are much alarmed from this 
cause, that an idea has taken possession of their minds that an effort 
is about to be made to extenuinate the Native races, and that they 
may not, improbably, be induced to take some desperate step from this 
apprehension. 

4. It will be observed from Moshesh's last letter to me, that he puts 
the direct question, after promising himself to observe a strict 
neutrality, whether or not we will follow a similar course in reference 
to the Tribes with which he is connected. I have given a general 
assurance of the desire of the British Government in no way to inter­
fere in disputes beyond the Orange River, but I fear, as long n.s the 
treaties stand, which virtually prevent us from entering into treat~es 
with the native tril,es to the north, and from supplying them with 
arms and ammunition, whilst we are bound to permit the European 
States to procure these, we shall not be regarded in the light of sincere 
friends by the natives, and, if a war does break out, that we shall 
suffer in some direetion or the other. 

5. It is well that Hor Majesty's Government should know that 
persons, and those good men well nequainted with the sentiments -of 
some of the Tribes to the north of the Orange River-describe, i.n 
published reports, their feelings towards us in consequenee of the 
manner in whieh we abandoned the Sovereignty, in such language •s 
this. . . , :! , 

"The Griquns feel that they have been sacrifiead. to .eome poli<ty 
" which they do not understand, and have h!'en compelled to believe 

Q~ 
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"that no fidelity, however great or long continued, can save the natives 
" from being treated with cruel injustice and insult by the British 
" Govenu11ent, when it suits its purpose. 

" An opinion is daily gaining ground among them, that close friend­
" ship with such a Government is to be avoided, for, however fair its 
·' professions may be, and however generous its actions may at first 
" appear to the unsuspecting, its fixed 1>urpose is to deceive and to 
"betray, whenever a suitable opportunity occurs." To what fearful 
results this feeling, if it become general among tho Native Tribes, may 
at some future time give birth, I dare not "allow myself to imagine." 

6. However entirely erroneous may be the reasons which have led 
the natives to indulge such feelings towards us, it is certain that, 
until they are induC'ed to abandon them, they will produee ill conse­
quenceg for us. I will endeavour, therefore, in as far as I can, to 
remove such frl'lings, and think that the recent deeisions made by Her 
Majesty's Government on several cases which I submitted to them 
will much tend to produce so de;;irable an end. 

7. It dearly is our policy, and that of South Africa generally, at 
pre;;ent to prevent a war from taking })lace. Every effort, therefore, 
shall be made to preRerve peace, although this will be now difficult, 
because Mosheish, to strengthen himself, is undoubtedly negotiating 
with some of the Kaffir Tribes, and matters ha.f gone to groat 
lengths between himself and the Free State before I was made aware 
of what was taking place. It is, I think, much to be regretted that 
the President of the Free State did not send me the letter he addresl!ed 
to Moshesh on the 27th June, earlier than the 4th of August, as, had 
I received it a month earlier, it would have considerably modified my 
views and measures in relation to several subjects. 

8. But I fear that, lately, svme proceedings in the Colonial Parlia­
ment gave offence to the Government of the Free State, as in writing 
to this Government the President plainly sRys in speaking of the 
Parliament "I have no reason to cungraiulate the Free State on any 
"ruauifrstatiuu of sympathy shewn 1Jy them (the Colonial Parliament) 
"in its troubles, or any indination to act towards us with fairness or 
" j nstice." 

9. ThiH feeling is muc·h to he regretted at the present juncture. but 
I believe it will shortly suhsidl~- 'l'he President himself is a good and 
ahle man, and I forl quite satisfied he would not err in any manner 
intentionally. He necessarily has the interests of the Free State to 
consult, and regards these as his first object, but their interests are at 
present so intimately allied with ours-that no serious differences can, 
I think, take place between us, and I feel sure that the Colonial Par­
liament will do all that justice and fairness requires them to do in 
reference to the Free State. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 
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IJespatrh from tlie High Co111111iksio11er to t!,e Secrdar!J of Slate .for t!,e 
Colo11ieR. 

Cape Town, 16th August, l 85ti. 
Srn,-In my despakh No. 74 I acquainted you with the alarm frlt 

by some of the Native Tribes at the proceedings which, they alk•ged, 
had been taken in reference to a c·hief of the name of ,vitsi, by the 
Government of the Free State. I also informed you that I was made 
aware that negotiations had been for some time carried on between 
Moshesh and some of the Kaffir Tribes. I had ei<pecially in view that 
of Krell, chief of the Galekas, and that it was po,;sible that hostilities 
between Moshesh and the Free State might commence early in 
September. 

2. I have also reported, in various despatches, that a very terrihle 
disease has appeared amongst the Horned Cattle in this part of South 
Africa, which within the limits of the Colony alone had carried off 
100,000 head of oattle, and which was now sweeping off the cattle of 
the Kaffirs with frightful rapidity, and in so sudden and mysterious 
a manner that it was probable they might not only be seriou!')y 
alarmed as to their future prospects, but that their superstitious 
feelings might be roused into activity. So long as this fearful disease 
was confined to British Kaffraria, we could in i,ome degree alleviate 
the alarm of the Kaffirs, who depend almost entirely on their cattle 
for their subsisten('e, by affording tht'ID employment either on puhlic 
or private works, but it was impossilile to foretell what would happen 
when it stretched on into Kaffraria Proper, which was entirely beyond 
our control. 

3. At the same time, anxiety. in connection with some of tho 
circumstances to which I have above alluded, has probably bem 
excited in the minds of the Kaffir Population, on account of tho 
expected arrival of the Grrman Legion. 

4. A Kaffir prophet who there is reason to believe is partially 
deranged, and who, having some years since been in sen-iee with 
Europeans, had then caused troulile to bis employers from visions 
which he alleged he had seen, availing himself of the excitC'ment 
arising from the causes I have above explained, has lately given out 
that he bus been favoured with visits from the spirits of the great 
Chiefs and their followers, who, for several prece1liug gmerations 
have occupied Kaffraria, and that these are all ready to return to earth 
with a new and improved race of cattle, which can be afft><.:ted liy no 
8itkne8s, and with all sorts of <lesiralile property surpassing all that 
has hitherto been seen by man, and that they will bring with them a 
numerous army of Russians; and that peace, 11rospt>rity, uud Katlir 
rule, will then )'l"l'Vllil upon the earth. But as a necessary preliminary 
to their again taking hunmu form, it is ne<.:essary that all existing 
cattle and property of every kind should be destroyed and wade away 
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with, and that all this must be accomplished by the end of the month, 
when, if it is done, the svirits of their deceased ancestors have told 
him that a day of darkne~s will take place, during which they will 
assume the human form, and all these wonderful events will come to 
pass, and the Kaffirs who have killed or made away with their cattle 
and property will have herds of new cattle given to them. • 

5. This prophet made his appearance very recently in Kreli's 
Country, who, in as far as we can ascertain, gave him countenance and 
support, and I cannot help, at present, believing that he was encouraged 
to do this, in order to be prepared to support Moshesh, at the end of 
this month, or the beginning of next, if he is attacked by the people 
of the Free State, I am aware that Moshesh is pre1)aring for what 
he believes will be a desperate struggle at that time ; that constant 
communications are passing between himself and Kreli, and it is 
singular that the time fixed on for the fulfilment of the prophecies is 
that which would exactly suit Moshesh's views. 

6. The delusion has spread to a great extent, Kreli's tribe are 
slaughtering or disposing of their cattle, goats, fowls, and other pro­
perty, at merely nominal prices, and, if the delusion is not checked, 
they will by the time fixed be left in such a state of poverty and 
starvation that they will be ready for any desperate enterprise. 

i. I am sorry to say that the delusion has also spread largely in 
British Kaffraria. The ehiefs generally have exerted themselves to 
check it, sometimes with slight success, but generally they have not 
been very successful in their efforts. As yet, however, it has not in 
British Kaffraria gone to su<:h lengths as to ren<ler serious conse­
quences certain, although un<loubtcdly there is great danger, 

8. If it continues, it is difficult to tell where the clou<l will burst. 
Moshesh is very apprehmsivc that, if ho is attaeked by the Govern­
ment of the Free State, they will be largely assisted by their friends 
and rl'latives from the Colony, it might, therefore, suit his views, in 
one sense, to try to E,rive us enough to do to take care of ourselves, and 
thus to free hinumlf as much as he can from all chance of having two 
enemies upon his hands at once. Any attack upon us would, however, 
by splitti11g the Kaffirs into two })!lrties, weaken the force which he 
could bring against the Orange Free State either for the purposes of 
attack or defence. 

9. Some time since a confidential communication was made to me to 
tlte effect that the Basuto race, if they found their destruction was 
determined on, had come to the determination to change their whole 
ha hits of life; to ahandon their homes, cultivations, and property, and, 
taking to the mountains, to become a predatory robber nation, living 
entirely upon what t.hoy could steal from the Orange Free State and 
the Colony, and making 11uch constant incursions into the fonner, that 
it shoulrl, in at lcnst for a groat part, be untonahlc by farmers, 
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10. If the present movemmt amongst Krcli's Trilie has been a pre­
determined arrangement, I am inclined to think that they have rcsolve<l 
to take part in some such proceedings as I have above detailed, 
although I think it more probalJle that they will act against the Fr.ie 
State than against ourselves. But if they involve the Inhabitants of 
British Kaffraria, to any great extent. in theii· movement, we must all 
suffer. In fact the Chiefs of British Katfraria, who are gl>llerally 
acting with us, appear to be even more anxious regarding the pre;;ont 
unprecedented state of things than we are. But it must be, urnler 
any circumstances, a great evil to have a dense barliaruus population, 
absolutely without food, pressing on our borders. 

l l. Every precaution that our means will permit of has been taken 
to place the country in a stute of military security, and to affor<l all 
possible protection to the Frontier farmers, if a war should break out. 
Those Kaffirs who are inclined to avail themsclws of the prevailing 
panic, by buying cattle, goats, &c., at the ridiculously low prices at 
which they are offered by Krcli's pooplo, are encouraged to do so-all 
possible means are being taken to encourage the chil'f" in their hostility 
to the present movement, and in their fhldity to the Goverunwnt. I 
have ordered that all the corn whieh thl'Se foolish pPople arc disposing 
of, at a nominal consideration, should be bought up by. Government 
Agents and stored, and the moment the excitement has in any 
degree subsided, ample employment ~hall be afforded to the Kaflirs 
on public works. 

12. These various proceedings have already somewhat allayed the 
prevailing excitement, and I hope, notwithstanding the present 
threatening aspect of affairs, that a war may not be inflicted on this 
country. 

I return on Monday next, the 18th inst., to the Frontier, and hope 
that I m,iy be able to succeed in checking the pn.wa;Jing excitement, 
and in preserving that state of ponce, which it is so dcsirahle to 
maintain until the arrival of the Anglo German LPginn. the first 
detachment of which we may now soon hope to see in the Colony. 

13. I endose copies of the last three reports whid1 I have received 
from the Chief Commissioner of British Kaffmria, which will supply 
further details connected with the events which are now passing here. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from a Lctfrr of tlie S11peri11tmdent of tlie Wittehergm .Xatfre 
Reserre to tl1e Rt'Side11t llagixfrato of AJiirnl li'ortlr. 

"'ittehcrgen, lf>th August, 18.56. 
Srn,-I beg to state for your information that 1\forosi's son Lotuka 

came to me yesterday, who resides between the Sterk Spruit and the 
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Tees, who reports that all is quiet in his father's location, and that his 
father had left a few days previous for Moshesh's residence, to which 
he had been called. Letuka also tells me that Moshesh had sent a 
letter to his father a short time ago, to say that there was to be an 
end of all thieving, and that he, Morosi, was not to fine the thieves, 
but was to put them to death. 

Letuka also informs me that about twenty of his people that have 
been living opposite to his own residence on the north-east of the 
Orange River, he had just brought through to join him, and that the 
reason why he had done so was that there was so much thieving on 
the north of the Orange River, and that in the position wherein they 
were placed, he could have no control over them, and that he feared 
they way possibly be drawn into trouble by their neighbours, and 
which he was anxious to avoid. Letuka also informs me that they 
have no confidence in Moshesh's present course with regard to 
the conduct of Posuli, who always pleads his innocence and that of his 
own people, while he is at the same time sending out parties to rob 
the Free State farmers, a share of which stolen pro1lerty goes to his 
own kraal. 

(Signed) J:io. Aus-r.&v, Superintendent Native Reserve. 

J)ocument foricardcd by tlic Cl,ief Co111111issio11i-r of li<tjfraria to the High 
l'o111111issioiier. 

Fort Murray, 18th August, 1856. 
Information collllllunicatcd to the Chief Commissioner by a man 

just returned from a visit to Umhlakaza. 
I saw "Gmhlakaza, he denies all that has Leen said of him, and says 

he would like t-0 know by whom so many lies have been spread. Cot•ld 
people not see (pointing to his cattle in his kraal) that ho had not 
killed his cattle, and how could he direct others to do what he had not 
done himself. 

About the time that Madeau went to Faku's country, 2 oxen (hang 
horned) were received by Krcli from Moshesh as a present, being, I 
believe, the first c-attle Kreli has ever received from that Chief. At 
the same time I hearu that Faku sent 60 bulls to Moshcsh as a token 
of peace anu friendship between them. 
,vitneas: (Sigued) GEORGE M. SnEPSTOXE, 

Interpreter to Chief Commissioner. 
(Signed) Joux MACLEA.'i, Chief Commissioner. 

F.rtracta from a Letter of the Cl,ief Commissioner of Kajfrnria to the High 
Comm i11sio11er. 

Fort Murray, 21st August, 1856. 
Mv DEAR Sm GEollGE,-Everything has continued quiet sinre I 

wrote to Your Excelleney on tht• 18th imitant. 
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The cattle killing and waste of corn bas in a great measure ceased, 
and from all I can learn a very decided change for the better has taken 
place throughout the country. It may, however, be e. lull until com­
munications are received from Moshesh. I enclose a note just received 
from Mr. Warner, dated 12th instant, in which he states he has reason 
to believe that Kreli is in constant communication with Moshesh, 
and as Posuli has made himself obnoxious to the Free State, it is not 
unlikely that the question of peace or war depends upon Boshof's 
movement~ in that direction. Posuli resides within three days' ride 
of Kreli's kraal. 

I trust the Free State may postpone their attack upon Moshesh 
until the arrival of the German Legion, when I think it will be in our 
power to carry out measures with a strong hand. And I presume 
Moroko's people (Barolongs), Gert Taaibosch's people (Korannas), 
Adam Kok's (the Griquas), and also the Bastards, will find it much to 
their interest to co-operate with us. 

(Signed) JonN MACLEA.-., Chief Commissioner. 

L:tter from thd Pr~sident of tl1e Orauge Free State to the Cl1i1f .Musl1csh. 
Bloemfontein, 25th August, 1856. 

GREAT CmEF,-I have received your letter of the 20th instant from 
the hands of your son. I am sorry to see that you request for further 
time in complying with my just demands, as you must be aware that 
it is a ruinous thing for my people on the Caledon line to remain 
away from thoir farms still longer, as they will not return until they 
see the punishment inflicted on the thieves is such that they may 
confidently expect to live there in future unmolested. Besides, hor,;e 
and cattle stealing has been going on since Coleman and Olivier were 
sent to you as bad, if not worse, as ever. 

I am still waiting for the final and definite answer which you 
promised to let me have aft':!r the great meeting of your Chiefs ; if we 
do not get that, you cannot blame me if I draw my own views and 
inferences from it. I am glad, however, to find that you have been 
successful in tracing some of the thieves, and that you intend to 
inflict punishment on all. I, of course, expect that the punishment 
will be such as will satisfy our people that you are in earnest, and 
that they may hope for better times. 

I would rather leave the matter in your hands, and Jo all I can to 
prevent a breach of the peace between us. I will therefore now again 
risk the displeasure of the sufferers and grant you for this time to the 
20th of September to return the compensation required and make the 
further arrangements as requested in my l~tter, that I may give a clear 
account to the great conn<·il of our people which will he called 
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together shortly after and take their instructions as to my further 
proceedings in this affair. 

(Signed) J. BosnoF, President 0. F. State. 

E.ctracts from a Letft:r of f!,e Cl,irf Co111111iRRio11er of 11~,jfraria le, tl,e 
Secrdary to tl,c ll1t1!t C'o111111issio11er. 

Fort Murray, 2-'ith August, 1856. 
A rumour has already reached Qul'en's Town that the Free State 

will ere long have a contest with tho Basuto Chief Mo~lwsh, and from 
the various embassies whieh for months past have been going on 
between the brreat Chiefs, I am of opinion thnt the attempt at combiua­
tion comes from Moshesh, as adverted to in fornH•r reports. ,v e may 
therefore look for a fresh excitement in Kaffirland, or an attempt at 
excitement, beginning with l\lo!'hesh, and conseqnent upon the position 
he is likely soon to find himself in if involved with tho Free State, a 
result by no means unlikely, if I may judge from a <l<'spatch recently 
published from the President, which show:. no unwillingness on the 
part of the Freo State to go to war with l\Ioshcsh: 

I have just received information that a party of 20 horseruC'n arrived 
at Kreli's Great Place last weok from Moshesh. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jou~ l\I.,cLE.L...-, Chief Commissioner. 

Letter J,-0111 tlie Rev. Mr. Arbou1Jset to tl1e Residr:11t Magistrate of A.li1nil 
North. 

l\Iorija, 2nd SoptemLcr, 1856. 
MY m:.rn Srn,-I have been desired by the Chief Moshesh to 

apprise you with the following measures ho has lately contrived, tho 
better to securo tranquillity and g0od order on the frontier along the 
northern line of your District up to the ,vittebergen Native Rl'Serve. 

1. No Basuto henceforth and until withdrawal of this measure will 
rnceive a pass to cross from this sido of tho Orange River to repair to 
said Districts under any pretence whatever. ,vill be excepted how­
ever: 1 st, such who will be able to prove that they go in pursuit of 
their stolen proverty ; 2nd, the Magaoas and other native labourers or 
travellers belonging to other tribes, but it will be specified in their 
passes that they are nut Basutos. 

2. The Basuto Chiefs on the frontier will severely punish any one 
who will infringe this ordor. 

3. The Magistrate at Aliwal North and Mr. Auston, of ,vittehcrgen, 
will bo macle acquainted with it, that they may, if they l'hoose, inflict 
a consigned (sic) punishment on all trespassers. I have, &c., 

For tho Chief l\Ios1rnsu, 
(Signed) Tuos. Airnouss:i.-r, V.D.M. 
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Extract from a Letllfr of the S11peri11tmd,mt of the Wittebergm .. Vatfre 
Reserve to the Resident Magi~trate of Ali1cal .i.Yorth. 

Wittebergen, 8th September, 1856. 
Morosi is just returned from Moshesh's, whither he had been called, 

as lnentioned in a former letter, and I have just been told by his son 
Letuka that his fother had been called by Moshesh, to tell him about 
affairs between him and the Free State Government, and that he, 
Morosi, must also collect cattle and horses to pay the fine which the 
State Government had levied upon him, amounting to 800 head of 
·cattle and 900 horses, and that if Morosi did not give cattle, that 
Seperi, who is a subordinate Chief of Morosi's, would have to be 
handed over to the Boers to deal with as they pleased, and that the 
State authorities had given twenty days for the settlement of matters 
on their border; and that when he, Moshesh, came he would fix a 
camp near Seperi's, and after settling matters there, would go to 
Lipayana's, and from thence to Aasvogel Berg, there to call_ 
Letclle to account. But nothing was said about Poshuli, although 
Letsie had told his father that it was necessary that they should make 
a severe example of Poshuli in order that the common people might 
see and take warning. Of this Moshesh will not hear, and said that 
he " could not ho divided against his own flesh." This expression is 
very conclusive with the Natives. 

(Signed) JNo. Ausn: .. -r. 

Letter from the Landdrost of S111itkfidd to the Prl'Sirl,,nt of the Orange 
J<i·ee State. 

Smithfield, 12den September, 1856. 
,VEL En. HEElt,-Ik heb de eer UEd. hiernwde te doen toekomen 

een brief van den Opperhoofd Moshosh, mij ter hand gesteld door 
Makwaai, die met omtrent 30 vau ziju volk mij eergister bezocht 
heeft; uit de brief is het niet wel te bt,grijpen wat Moshesh zijn 
oogmerk daarbij is, eu Makwaai heeft vooreerst ontkend eonige 
uitleg te kunnen geven, maar op hot oogenblik dat hij vertrekkan 
zoude gnf hij mij te keuuen dat do brid zoo onduidelijk geschreveu 
was omdat Moshcsh uiet goedkeurde dat de Zendelingcn met zijno 
meening zoude bekend worden en werd dus verpligt om den brief 
door een van zijn eigen volk te laten sehrijvon. Dat .Moshesh voor 
eenou la.ngen tijd bezig was geweest om de ilieven uit te vinden en zo 
te doen teruggeveu bet vee door hun ge~tulen. Mam· dat zij wei­
gerden om aan zijn bevel te voldocn, en toonde zoo veel kracht dat hij 
het moeijelijk bevond ze te dean gehoorzamen, meer bijzonderlijk om 
reden dat zij goed voorzien zijn met geweren en schietkruid waarvan 
hij en zijn getrouw volk weiuig of gcen hebbeu, en dus heeft hij 
goed gedacht om na.ar mij te zenden om met kruid en lood en 
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gcweren geholpcn te worden, opdnt hij in staa.t moge geplaah;t 
worden de dieven en zijn ongehoorzaam volk die ze ondersteunen te 
dwingen zich aan zijn bevel te onderwerpen. Ik heb Makwaai gcen 
antwoord op dit verzoek kunnen geven, manr besteld dat hij op 
aankomende postdag hier zoude zijn om ZHEd. bcsluit af te wachten. 

(Getcekend) J. H. FoRD, Landdrost. 

Letter from ths Briti8h Age11t to the Hig/1 Com111issio11er. 
Aliwal North, l!ith September, 1856. 

MY DEAR Srn GEonaE GREY,-On Thursday last the 11th instant, I 
went to Hebron about six hours from Aliwal North, the station of the 
Revd. Mr. Cochet, of the French Missionary Society, in company with 
Mr. Huet, tho Dutch Church Preacher, to spend a day. 

Hebron is quite an incipient station, few Natives residing there, 
those attending the Church being the people of the kraals of Lebeuya 
and Monaheug, two petty Chids of Basutos, one about three miles to 
the Eastward, and the other about as far to the ,vestward of the 
Station. 

Mr. Cochet has built a tem11orary church about 50 feet by 20, built 
of raw bricks, and intended for a school-when the progress made 
allows them to build a better churl'h. He also has a comfortable 
plain dwl•lling-house, the whole roofed with the common willow wood, 
and thatc-hed. 

The situation is dose under the Eastern side of the Koesberg Moun­
tain. There are two streams issuing from a w<>ll-woocled deep kloof in 
ihis mountain, facing the station. The whole has a very romantic, 
pretty appearance, whilst the valley affords a considerable extent of 
ground tit for cultivation, but as yet nothing has been done worth 
mentioning. The whole village does not consist of more than about 
half a dozen huts. 

Mr. Huet preached to the people on Friday, when the congregation 
amounted from about 100 to l:.W persons, from the neighbouring 
kraals of Lehmya and Monaheng; part of them were clothed, part of 
them in karosses. The service was held in Dutch, which Mr. Cochet 
says mfJst of them understood from having lived more or less among 
the Boers. 

Poshuli's mountain residence is Si~ibc, distant about 3½ hours to 
the Eastward of the Station. Thal.Ja Bo~igo is about 14 hours t-0 the 
north-eastward. 

Both the Chiefs above named uttended the chureh; old Lctellc, who 
lives directly behind the Koesberg Mountain, and ahout the same 
distance as the other two, was sick, but sent Mr. Huet a message that 
he would visit us next day, which he did. 

The Chief Lebenya invited us to his kraol. We rodo over in 
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the evening. It is situated upon a high flat spur of the Koesberg, 
and commands extensive prospects in almost every direction. He 
does not appear to have many followers; we saw about 25 or 30 men, 
who were in the usual rendezvous, the kraal, a sort of Bard or Prophet 
treated us to a native song, accompanying it with the music of a sort 
of fiddle. \Vith the exception of the Chief, the whole were in 
karosses. The Chief is a very quiet, mild looking young man, 
peaceably inclined, and I believe that the Boers have made no com­
plaints of his people thieving; but Mr. Cochet states that he complains 
bitterly of the conduct of those Boers residing next to his kraal, who 
won't allow his people to graze their cattle in peace, and are daily 
making fresh inroads upon their bounds. The nearest farms on the 
Free State Border were pointed out to me by Mr. Cochet, they are 
quite near the Chief's kraal ; say about the usual distance between 
Colonial homesteads. All the Farmers in this locality have at this 
present time deserted their places, some have gone into camps, 
some on togts, waiting pending the adjustment of the present 
questions. 

Monaheng, the other Chief, seems more of a savage; he was at 
church in his kaross; he is very poor, Moshesh having lately had h.im 
'' eaten up," on account of some malefaction of his people. 

Old Letelle, who came on Saturday morning to visit, seems a quiet 
sensible person of middle age. Mr. Cochet says he is well disposed, 
and has always got on friendly with the Boers, and they have not 
complained of him, but unfortunately Jan Letelle, his son, has drawn 
away the greater part of his people, and set up chief at Aas\'ogel Kop, 
near Poshuli's country, and often sends insulting messages to the 
Farmers. He is one of those whom the Boers are most anxious to 
bring to account along with Poshuli. 

So far as I could judge from appearances, and gather from the general 
conversation of Mr. Cochet, there exists very little exeitement amongst 
the Natives relative to the approaching day of couut and reckoning 
with the Free State Government. They seem to look forward to it 
with perfect indifference, as people who have made up their minds for 
the worst which may happen. By Mr. Cochet and his neighbourhood, 
Poshuli and his people are looked upon as the great thieves, who must 
make good most of what may be required. A letter was brought on 
Friday morning by a Kaffir messenger, from Fieldcornet Gustavus 
Voessie, addressed jointly to the Chiefs Lebenya, Poshuli, Mohali, 
Seperi, &c., complaining of a very recent theft of horses and cattle, 
and demanding to know when their people will have done plundering 
the Boers, or be satisfied that they have ruined them enough. Tins 
sort of letter does not effect any good. The Natives did not seem to 
care anything about it. The mci-songer having communicated through 
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the Missionary its contents to Lebeuya, started off for the kraal of 
Poshuli, and the people went quietly to church. 

It appears that Job,. the brother of Moshesh, is at present at 
Poshuli's kraal, ostensibly to hasten on the collection of cattle for 
payment of the compensation and fine. Mr. Cachet's opinion appears 
to be that the Basutos will submit to a certain amount of compensa­
tion or fine, but if the wedge be driven too far, or i£ tho Land question 
or Line question be insisted upon, there will be instant war. 

It appears to me that there is something hollow and deceptive in 
thl' present negotiations between the Free State and Moshesh. The 
great object which these Frontier Boers have in view and at heart, 
and what they are trying their Government to insist upon, is at bottom, 
tlie new line. This cattle matter serves to introduce the subject, and to 
talk about as a great grievance, but the grand point to be gained is 
the Land. Boers soon get both rich and poor in cattle, under parti­
cular circumstances, and I really do not think that in the present case 
they care much about the compensation or fine talked of, or that they 
expect to get much, unless they have to go and take it, but they avail 
themselves of the losses which they profess to have sustained to build 
up a plea for forcing back the Natives, and getting a firm hold of the 
Lands occupied and claimed by them, which they were not able to 
obtain from the British Government. The Basutos 'I.re equally 
resolved that they will not be driven back, or lose the lands 
they occupy ; and I believe they are determined to fight to the 
last for them. These people have no other country to fall back 
upon, and they fancy at present that it will be better to die 
defending it than to die of want, or be dispersed afterwards. I think 
they know well what the object of the Boers is. I think they know 
fully as well that there will not be an amount of compensation or fine 
raised which will ward off the evil day much longer ; and they are 
therflforl' llrepared for the very worst which can befall them. These 
Border Chirfs seem to owe Moshesh but little, either in the way of 
protection OP otherwise. 

\\7hether l\Io8hesh as a Chief may be disposed to sacrifice some of 
these Captains, for the purpose of propitiating the Free State with the 
strip of country so long coveted by the Boers, is much doubted, or 
whether they wottld at Moshesh's bidding yield up their land without 
a strugg:le, is much more doubtful. It is to them a question of daily 
bread on the one hand, and absolute starvation on the other, unless 
they go as servants among the Farmers. 

It seems to me that the pertinacious abandonment by the Boers of 
Oli,-ier's ward of their place,:, without any VC/'!/ 11r,qmt motire other than 
oug-ht to instigate man_v who arc Rtill on their fannf! to follow their 
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example, indicates that there is a party along that frontier which is 
determined to maintain, "We are not able to re-occupy our farms, 
" tho Kaffirs must be driven back. We will never return to our 
" homostealls until we can do so in security, and there is no security 
" for us, but by giving the Kaffirs their line, and making them stay 
" within it." 

Mohali or Umhali, whose country is beyoncl Poshuli's on the Orange 
River, is determint.'d, it would appt.'ar, to go away. He wishes to settle 
somewhere in the District of ,vinburg or Harrismith, along the moun­
tains.of the Upper Caledon River, either in Witsi'sor Sikonyela's old 
country. The late commandos will have effec·ted but little good, if 
these countries be not speedily occupied by Boers. It does not seem 
to be of much use clearing out one set of robbers, and allowing another 
set to take their place. 

(Signed) JOUN Bl'RXET. 

Lf•tt1•r from the Pre8itlerit of the Oran,qe Free State to the High Com­
·111iH~io11er. 

Bl,wmfontein. 16th September, 1856. 
Srn,-I take the liberty of tranRmitting to Your Excellency copy of 

n letter addressed to the Acting Government Secretary here by the 
Landdrost of Smithfield, iogcther with the declarations of five Basutos, 
made before that officer, as to the manner in which they have obtained 
certain firearms and ammunition in the Cape Colony and at Philippolis, 
-in the hope of enabling Your Excellency to find out some of the 
})arties who, there is every reason to believe, are in the habit of 
su11plying the Natin>s with ammunition as well as firearms from the 
Cupe Colony, or to deviso some Rtringent means for putting a stop to a 
pradieo so so1;ously affecting the peaceful relations both of the Cape 
Colony and this State with the numerous hordes of Natives. 

The probability that ere long we will be involved in serious diffi­
culties with the Basutos seems to become daily more certain ; the 
struggle is likely to be deadly, and attended with ruinous lo8s to this 
State, where so small and scattered a. population has to contend against 
such large numbers of barbarians, most. of whom are well mounted 
and provided with firearms ; but how this is to be avoided I am at a 
loss to discover. 

Mr. Coleman, the Fieldcomet of the town of Smithfield, who is 
charged with this letter, is fully co.pn.hle, and has been requested by 
me to give Your Excellency every information which you may possibly 
be dP-sirous of obtaining. I have, &c., 

(Sii;rnP-d) J. BmmoF, President Orange Free Rtak 
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Ertract from a Letter of t/111 Priralll Secretary to tl,e ll(qli Co111missiom1r 
to the British Agent. 

King William's Town, 23rd September, 1856. 
In reference to the letter from Moshesh stating his new arrange­

ments for the security of the Frontier, the principal one being that no 
Basuto is to be allowed to cross the frontier, and begging us summarily 
to punish any that do so, His Excellency regards this as a plan for 
keeping his (Moshesh's) force together for an apprehended struggle, 
and a means of using the Government for his purposes. 

Extracts from a Letter of the Britisli Age11t to the lligli Co111111issio1ur. 
Aliwal North, 25th September, 1856. 

MY DEAR Sm GEORGE GREY,-This forenoon Mr. Coleman, formerly 
of Aliwal, arrived from Smithfield. He informs me that no delivery 
of stock by Moshesh has taken place on the 20th, and that an application 
has passed on to the President for longer time, l U or 12 days he hears. 
Stealing still continues along the frontier, wherever stock is left out at 
night. Many more of the Boers are trekking out towards the open 
country on the Kaai Spruit and Modder River. He describes the 
universal private opinion to be that Moshesh's promises will end in 
nothing worth having, and that they (Basutos) are prepared for an 
outbreak, and to resist any attack which may be made upon them; and 
that the continuous thieving is not carried on so much for the sake of 
the property stolen as to provoke and madden the Boers, and force on 
a war. 

I think it would be possible for Mr. Boshof to get M,,shesh to make 
a line, something in the present course of the actually occupied fanns. 
l\Ioshesh might probably' be brought to take that as a sort of basis for 
tho sake of peaee. But then I fear Mr. Boshof would be hampered in 
this line of poliq by the claims of a number of Boers and speculators, 
who have by some means or other acquired " rights " or " claims" 
almost in the heart of this Southern Ba,mtoland, and which the Basutos 
will never acknowle<lgo or give without a deadly struggle or an enormous 
consideration. l\Iany of these "rights" or "claims" would, I am 
nssure<l, be found very questionable by an impartial Commission. 

(Signed) Joux BrnNET. 

Letter from tl,e Higl, Commissioner to the Cl~ief Jfoshnh. 

King William's Town, 2ith September, 1856. 
l\fy FRIE:\"1> l\fos11Es11,-Messengers have just arrivE>d from Kreli to 

all tlie Chiefs in this eountry, desiring them in c(,mplianre with the 
orders of a false proplwt to kill all their cattl<' and destroy all their 
torn. The ohje,·t of thi!!-is to muse first !<tarnition, then thieving. the1~ 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1856] BASUTOLAND RECORDS. :l-11 

war. This is the second time this message has been sent from Kreli's 
country. There is much reason to think he is acting with your consent 
and under your advice. 

The first time the false prophet began his prophecies was in-August, 
when your difficulties with the Free State were to be brought to a 
termination at the end of that month. The time for doing this was 
then delayed until the end of this month, then the rumours ,f these 
prophecies died away. 

Now again, as the time for the closing of your arrangements with 
the Free State comes on, the influence of the prophet suddenly revives, 
and Kreli sends this message to the Chiefs in British Kaffraria to 
excite them. We have ascertained that you have sent frequent messages 
to Krell. 

My friend, this does not look well. I have not acted so with you, 
I have not taken any part against you. I have not tried to create any 
difficulties or confusion in your territories. 

You must now convince me that you intend to act sincerely towards 
us. To show this, send forthwith a message to Krell, telling him 
without delay to stop his people from killing their cattle and destroying 
their corn, and explain to me what now looks eo doubtful in your 
conduct. 

Write ai once and let me know that you have sent a firm and decided 
message to Krell. From your friend, 

(Signed) 0. OREY. 

Eztract from a Despatch of tha High Commiasioner to the Secr,tary of Stat, 
for th, Coloniu. 

King William's Town, 27th September, 1856. 
17. I also think that there can now be no doubt that Krell ie acting 

in concert with Moshesh, between these two Chiefs embassies are con­
tinually passing, and a unity of action between them is observable 
upon such repeated occasions that it can only result from a pre-arranged 
line of policy having been determined. 

(Signed) 0. GREY. 

Eztraets from a Despatch of t"8 IIigh Commissioner to the Seoretary of Beau 
for t"8 Colonies. 

King William's Town, 29th September, 1856. 
I have now the honour to enclose a report dated 23rd instant, which 

I have this morning received by express from the British Resident with 
the Tambookie tribes, who are situated on the extreme N.E. boundary 
of the Colony, about J 20 miles from this place, and consist of about 
70,000 souls. 

R 
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""riting from a distant point, wherf' affairs are present ♦>d to him 
from a new point of view, Mr. Warner thus expresses himself :-" There 
"is also little doubt but that Kreli is in constant communication with 
"Moshesh and Faku." 

My own opinion, as I have already reported, coincides with that 
which Mr. Warner reports as his, viz., that Moshesh is implicated in 
the attempts which have been made to disturb the peace of this 
country, but which I still think will prove unsuccessful. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tll4 Secretary to the High Commisaion8f" to t"8 Superintmdmt 
of tll4 Wittebergen Natfre Ruer,,e. 

King ,villiam's Town, 29th September, 1856. 
My DEAR Sm,-His ExceUency the Governor, havin~ r6ason to 

believe that communications have lately passed between l\loshesh and 
Kreli, wishes to ascertain if such really be the case, and, if so, what 
their purport has been. It has occurred to His Excellency in your 
position, in your neigh1ourhood, and from a son of Morosi who resides 
in the Re;.erve. you ma? be ahle to obtain inforn1ation on the above 
named points. and I am therefore directed to request you will, without 
letting it he known that you are making the enquiry, endeavour to find 
out the fact,- of the case and communicate to His Excellency's Private 
Secretary what you succeed in eliciting. 

(Signed) JoHN AYLIFF. 

De~patrh from the Secretary of State for the Coloniea to the liig!, Commia• 
11io11er. 

Downing Street, 2nd October, 1856. 
Srn,-1 have received your Despatd1 No. 54 of 7th June, in which 

you enclose a copy of a letter you had written to the President of the 
Oran~e Free State, inviting him to address you upon any future 
ocension of thnmtcne<l 1lungor from the Basutos or other Native Tribes 
beYoncl the boundary. in order that you might ascertain whether it 
w~uld ho consistent with your duty to intervene in the interests of 
peace. 

I entirely appro\"'0 of your proceedings in this matter. I have, &c., 
(Signed) H. LABOUCDERE. 

E:rtrnct from the Specrh of the President at the Opening of the Volksraad 
of the Ora11_qe Free State on tltl 6th of October, 1856. 

The main point to which your most earnest deliberations will need 
to he directed is the consideration of the corre!-pondence with the 
Basuto Chief Moshosh, arising out of the increased robberies of cattle 
and horsC's on the Call"!don River boundary since the month of June 
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last, and the threatening tone assumed by one of the Kaffir Chinfs 
named Jan Letelle, whereby the inhabitants of three frontier field­
f'Ornetcies have suffered great loss and discomfort, inasmuch as, from 
a conviction of its being unsafe to continue to occupy their farms, they 
ha"'e been compelled to pu,-s the winter in lagers, and to live in their 
waggons and tents. At the end of last June I deemed it advisable to 
visit that District, inasmuch as the frontier inhabitants were very 
urgent to be permitted to make an armed attack upon the robbers. I 
succeeded, however, in inducing them to forbear taking this step, 
considering that it could not be foreseen what results might arise, by 
reason of the relation in which the Captains Letelle, SC\peri, and 
Poshuli (against whom they complained) stood towards the Basuto 
nation; and to give me an opportunity to despatch a mission to 
Moshesh, in order to lay all the reported grievances before him, and 
to demand compensation for the robberies. This was done, as the 
Honourable Volksraad will perceive from the correspondence, through 
the mediation of Fieldcornets Coleman and Olivier; and Moshesh, 
acknowledging the justice of the complaints, promised to satisfy my 
demand within the prescribed time,-the end of August,-or to leave 
the punishment of the offenders to me. 

eince that time, in compliance with a request of Moshesh, conveyed 
to me by letter through one of his sons, I have allowed him an 
extension of time till the 20th of September; but I have received 
information from the Landdrost of Smithfield, by a letter dated 2ith 
September last, that only 141 cattle and six hor11es had been sent in; 
while you will perceive that the number of stolon cattle, for which 
compensation is claimed, amounts tu 223, and that of horsoli to 136, all 
stolen before October, 1855; besides 78 head of cattle and 158 horses 
11tolen since that time. For last mentioned numbers a fourfold restitu­
tion was demanded, according to an agreement entered into with 
Moshesh at Smithfield, on 6th October, 1855, unless the thieves were 
delivered up, so that the whole number due on the 2ith June already 
amounted to i68 horses and .53.'i head of cattle. The number of stolen 
cattle for which no compensation is claimed, by reason that there are 
not sufficient proofs of their having been stolen by subjects of 
Moshesh, amounts to 1-13, and of horses to 158; to which howeVt:1r I 
must add that of many cas<'s of theft of which no reports have boon 
sent in ; and that compensation for burnt down houses and destroyed 
gardens, orchard~, and other property, is not comprised in the above 
mentioned numbers of live stock, as demanded inrlemnificntion. I 
have requested the Lanrldro~t of 8mith!ield to furnish me with an 
accurate report of the r,tate of the boundary of that District since the 
time of my Inst vi!'it to it, and I C'Xpect to rC\ceive it this day, when I 
shall lay it hcforC' you. 

R 2 
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I am persuaded that no one in the whole Free State wishes for & 

rupture with any of the surrounding Tribes, and none can desire the 
preservation of peace more ardently than I do : it will accordingly be 
a source of satisfaction and joy to me, should your honourable body 
be able to devise a means of so settling matters on the boundary line 
in question that peace may continue undisturbed ; but should, after 
mature deliberation, such means not be discovered, and the sword 
require to be drawn, I trust that in that event the honourable Volks­
raad, in deciding thereon, will feel satisfied that the burghers of this 
State. will be ready, without compulsion, to do their duty to the 
utmost, for the maintenance of their rights and the honour of the 
State. 

Letter from tk Cl1ief Moshesh to the High Commissioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 6th October, 1856. 

GovERNOR,-Your letter of the 2ith September was delivered to me 
yesterday, Sunday, as we were going to prayers, and I only read it 
after afternoon service. 

The contents of it gratified me, inasmuch as it proves that I am 
dear to you, and that you desire my welfare ; for though I am but & 

sinner you are desirous of conferring on my country a school of 
Industry. I !Ull gratified by this: nevertheless the idea that Your 
Excellency believes that I harbour in my heart thoughts hostile to 
your Government, and that I speak in one way and act in another, is 
vory painful to me. 

I beseech Your Excellency not to credit the reports of men who 
take advantage of RlY name to spread such false words. My conduct 
towards the English Government has ever been the same ; I owe being 
what I am to the Gospel and the Government of the Queen, and 
should you cease to trust me and throw me off, it would not alter my 
feelings towards you. 

I beseech Your Excellency not to render my position as a chief 
still more complicated by mixing me up in a business that does not 
concern me. I already find myself sufficiently embarrassed, occupied as 
I am in endeavouring to settle satisfactorily the question now pending 
between me and the Free State. 

Kreli is equally a Black as myself, but he is my enemy. He killed 
one of my brothers in war, and I ha\"e had no sort of intercourse with 
him for more than three years. I am therefore quite in the dark as to 
what is passing in his country, and it is from my missionary (who had 
his information from a Capo newspaper) that I learnt a false prophet 
had given a general order for cattle to le killed, and had said it would 
come to life again. 
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I beseech Your Excellency to lwlieve in the isin('erity of my affection 
and fidelity, and you have my authority for denying in my name any 
sort of report which aims at making me out the instigator of the 
troubles which agitate Kaffraria. 

I, Moshesa, send you my most cordial salutation. 

(Letter continued by the Rev. Mr. Jouaae.) 
Such, Governor, are the words which I took down from Moshesh'e 

own mouth, and which he gave me, in writing, and which I have only 
translated. 

I have no private interest in occupying myself in matters which are 
not within the province of my ministry ; but if testimony on my part 
could be of any utility, I would not hesitate to say that Moshesh 
appeared to me to be perfectly sincere in what he has just answered to 
Your Excellency. Believe, Governor, in the attachment of your very 
humble servant, 

(Signed) T. JoussE, V.D.M. 

utter from the Chief Mosheah to the President of the Oran9B Free State. 
(Translated and forwarded by the Mi81!ionary at Thaba Nchu.) 

Thaba Nchu, 17th October, 1856. 
MY FRIEm>,-A letter has just reached me written by the Governor, 

the contents of which have made me feel great sorrow. It is said 
therein that if I have asked for time it was only to call my people 
together. This, however, is not so. Again it is said by the Governor 
that it was I who caused the late disturbances among the Amaxosa 
Ka.ffirs. These news I know not who has told them, for they are not 
news of truth. And I beseech you, saying, can you not deny this for 
me by the Governor? For this news has caused me much to doubt, 
and I said, wherefore am I still seeking cattle when people say I am 
calling my people together. 

Perhaps you have already been informed that some cattle have been 
sent to Mr. Olivier, and others I am still seeking for, but we did 
not find those of the hoers of which it was said "they are stolen by 
the blacks;" those sent are of the thieves according to how I have 
eaten them up. But I have not yet got. I still seek, and say, please 
grant me more space, do not hurry upon me. 

Mark X of MosBEBB. 

utter from the Preaid,nt of the Oran;e Free State to the Chi°B/ Moaheah. 
Government Office, Bloemfontein, 20th October, 1856. 

GREAT CmEF,-1 have received your letter by the hands of your 
son, translated to me by the missionary at The.be. Nchu on the 17th 
instant. You inform me that you have received a letter from the 
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Governor, tho coutout::1 of which have mn,lo you frel grpat bitterness, 
and you request me to deny "that you have only asked for time to 
" call your people together, and that you have caused the late 
" disturbance among the Amaxosa." I did not give that news to the 
Governor, and I should be very glad if I could tell the Governor that 
these things are not so, but I cannot help thinking that your heart is 
not right as it should bo. 

You will remember the word of the Governor to you at Smithfield a 
year ago, when he said to you "be a man and put down the thieves." 
You did so for a while, and I was glad, and wrote to the Governor 
repeatedly that I was pleased with you; but since the expedition 
against \Vitsi was preparing the news came here that the Amaxosa 
messengers had crossed the Orange River to you, and your messengers 
had been to thom. Just then were signs of coming disturbance amongst 
the Anrnxosa. Just then you wrote to me a letter, using strong 
words and trying to pick up a quarrel with me about the old dispute 
concerning the line fixed by Major \Varden and Sir Harry Smith and 
approved of by you. Thon you talked also of war. 

However you dropped that again and behaved well in the matter of 
Witsi, and I praised you to the Governor and before all the world. 
But then again cattle and horse stealing and other suspicious acts 
were commenced and continued ever since in the Calcdon River 
District, by people whom you call your subjects. Mr. Ford complained 
to you, and then it was you wrote to the Governor saying "people are 
" going to make war upon me, now if you will stand aloof I will 
•· promise to keep out of your quarrels with the Amaxosa." 

At that time again very suspicious movements commenced in the 
Amaxosa country; now does this look well ? How can I say to the 
Governor I do not believe Moshesh had a hand in all this? 

Then again I sent you a deputation, Coleman and Olivier. Your 
answer was that you will punish ths thieves and deliver out tho com­
pensation for the stolon cattle and horses, or cut them off and give 
them over to mo. You also promised to let me know the news after 
you shnll have callc•d all your Captains together. Since that, you 
asked for more time, and I gave you more time till thti 20th of 
September; it is now 20th OctoLer, and you have only sent out 142 
head of cattle and 8 horses, of which two died before they reached 
Olivier, and I got no news from you at all, though I know your Chiefs 
have met and held a Couneil, and I had the news since that although 
you and your son Let!lio were for giving up the cattle and horse!!, your 
younger sous and other chiefs said, No, let the Boers come and fetch 
them themselves, and they talk very big of war. 

I al110 hear that there are now messengers with you from Sechele, 
GasilJona, and Mahura. What shall I isay of all these things l 
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Yet I want to 11ee what you will do, but the thieves go on i;tcaling. 
I have called the great council of the people, "Volksraad," together, 
and laid all the complaints and all the correspondence which I had 
with you before them, and they wondered at the things which they 
heard, but they said " Moshesh was an old friend of the Boers, we 
"will send two of our members to him again, and see if a great war 
" can be avoided." 

It is therefore that I have now to inform you that two Councillors, 
Messrs. Gert Visser and Jacobus Hoffman, will start from here on 
Tuesday next the 28th of this present month, and think of reaching 
Platberg on the day following, there they hope to meet you, and to 
deliver to you a message from the great council. 

I trust you will be there, and that the result of thii; embassy will 
bring peace to us all, then shall I be glad (when I find that your 
words and deeds are the same) to speak well of you to the Governor. 
Your friend, 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, President 0. F. State. 

Despatrh from the High Co111111im·o11er to tl,e Secretary of State fur the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 23rd October, 1856. 
Srn,-In my Despatch, No. 94 of 27th September last, in which I 

reported generally upon tho state of our relations with tho Tribes and 
independent Chiefs iii British Knfiraria, or beyond our Frontie>r, I 
enclosed the copy of a letter, which I had addro~sed to the Chief 
Moshesh, upon the subject of the reports which had reached me of 
his communications with Kreli regarding proceedings which were 
likely ultimately to be the cause of forcing us into a War. 

2. I have now the honour to enclose a copy of the reply, which I 
have this day received from Moshesh. Ile states that, for more than 
three years no friendly relations have existed betwec•n Kreli and him­
self, as he regards that Chief as his enemy, and Mo,;hesh assures me 
of the sincerity of his friendship, and of his fidelity. 

3. The French Clergyman, a Missionary with Mv~hesh, who wrote 
this lAtter for the Chief adds " But if my tcstimon:, could be of any 
"use I ehould not hesitate to say that Moshesh app(•ared to mo to be 
"perfectly sincere in the answer, which he ha,; given to Your 
" Excellency." 

4. I regret to say that to-day's post brought me, from various 
quarters, information opposed to the statements of l\Ioshosh. 

Istly. A letter has reachoJ mo from a gentleman resi<ling at Graham's 
Town, dated the 15th inlltant, in which ho tolls me that, on the 14th 
inl'tant, he had received information from Kreli's Cvnutry to the effect, 
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amongst other things, that " Messengers hnd just arrived from the 
Basutos. but had not then seen Krell." 

2ndly. Mr. Warner, our Agent with the Tambookie Tribes, reports, 
on the 7th of October, to the Secretary to the Lieut. Govemor, that he 
believes there are now (on the 7th instant) Messengers from Krell at 
Moshesh's, they having been sent at the same time as those to 
Umhala and Sandilli. Mr. Warner could not ascertain what messages 
they carried, further than that Umhlakaza was the subject of them. 

Mr. Warner also reports that Meesengers from Moroai (a petty Chief 
of Moshesh) were at Kreli's a short time back to hear the news of 
Umhlakaza. 

3rdly. I to-day received from the Chief Commissioner of British 
Kaffraria the enclosed information furnished to him on the 15th 
instant by a Kaffir Chief, from which it will be found that in Kreli's 
Country a report is circulated that people who have risen from the 
dead have been S'1nt with messages to Moshesh and Faku. ' 

4thly. I have to-day received a letter from the Chief Commissioner 
of British Kaffraria, in which he tells me that he is happy to acquaint 
me that Anta, Oba, Kona, Namba, Kama, Siwani, Jan Tzatzoe, and 
Toise, are all engaged in cultivating their gardens, and likewise several 
of their followers, although Sandilli, Macomo, Umhala, and Pato are 
taking a different course, which is, he thinks, tolerable proof, that 
they are agents acting under Krell to support the Mosheeh Policy, in 
the event of his coming into collision with the Orange Free State. 
Colonel Maclean adds, " I am satisfied that this is the tr)Je political 
" bearing of the case, and that the colllroon people, worked upon by 
" superstition, are afraid to disobey the mandate of the Prophet. In 
"support of this assertion I may instance the Fingos, and also the 
"Police, and most of the Natives under our immediate control, have 
" taken no heed of the Prophet or of the Chiefs who are supporting 
"him." 

6. On this subject I have only further to add that all the information 
I have had before me for several months has quite satisfied me that 
Moshesh is implicated in these proceedings, although to what extent I 
cannot tell. But I have no doubt that during the next few weeks 
information will be obtained which will throw much light upon this 
subject. In the meantime, I am still of opinion that we shall be able 
to prevent any serious disturbances from breaking out. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

E.ctract from a Report of the Superintendent of the Wittebcrgen Natfre 
Rl'Berce. 

Wittebergen, 28th October, 1856. 
I believe that the departure of Moshesh's messengers was not 
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generally known by the natives up hero, and that it has been kept a 
great secret. I am now fully satisfied that a constant communication 
is kept up between Moshesh and the lower Kaffir Chiefs. I am also 
of opinion that nothing of any importance would be done, either by 
Moshesh or the lower Chiefs, without such an intention having been 
first communicated to each other. 

(Signed) Jxo. At:sTEN. 

Letter from Mr. W. J. Coleman to th8 Governm,mt Secretary, Orange Pree 
State. 

~mithfield, 1st November, 1856. 
SIR,-ln compliance with the President's wishes as expressed in 

your communication of the 16th September last, I on the 25th of the 
same month waited on His Excellency the Governor, and having 
delivered to him the despatches entrusted to my care, His Excellency 
did me the honour of appointing an interview for the following 
morning, in order . that I might submit for his consideration the 
various subjects to which the President had with that object directed 
my attention. At the appointed time I was admitted to His Excel­
lency's presence, and being received with much courtesy and intro­
duced to General Jackson who was present during this interview, I at 
once entered upon the matters which I had been commissioned to 
discuss. I made His Excellency acquointed with all the occurrences 
in connection with our border and affecting our relations with the 
native tribes under the Chief Moshesh, dwelling particularly upon !he 
but too evident purpose of Moshesh by permitting the tonstant 
aggressions of his people, and the systematic plunder of all our border 
inhabitants, to force the latter from their farms and press forward his 
own people into possession of the land thus vacated. 

I showed how this object had already been in a great measure 
effected, about 300 of the border fanns being deserted by the legiti­
mate owners, who by robbery and intimidation had been obliged to 
abandon them to their black persecutors, who thus were becoming.­
and unless l'heekecl by speedy and energetic measures would shortly 
be,-masters of the entire district of Caledon river. I explained to 
His Excellency the result of my late mission to Moshesh, and gave 
him clearly to understand that, notwithstanding Moshesh's promise of 
neutrality, in the event of our attacking the robbers and endeavouring 
to punish them for their theft and aggressions, sueh an attempt would 
actually involve us in a war with the whole chain of Basuto tribes. 
While on the other hand, should we refrain from sueh a measure, the 
farmers, who had already lost a great portion of their stoek as well as 
their landed property and crops, and who had been compelled during 
the winter to live in tent~, and were still wandering about with rapidly 
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diminishing po~ses~ions, would gradually swell in number while 
diminishing in woalth until thoroughly impoverished, stung by want, 
and goaded by persecution, they turn upon their foes and a war is 
commenced, the final result of which either to the Free State or the 
Colony no one can foretell, but certainly productive of the most 
painful and lamentable consequences to both as well as to the origin­
ators of it. 

I explained to His Excellency that it was to avoid such acts as 
these that we asked his aid. His Excellency remarked that I was not 
authorized to enter upon this subject by the President, but, having 
acquainted His Excellency with· the instructions by whkh I was 
guided, and having in compliance with his demand furnished him with 
a copy thereof, I proceeded, at His Excellency's request to explain 
the extent and method of assistance which we solicited, and suggested 
that by extending his line of frontier posts to Aliwal North, and 
placing a strong body of men at that point, while the Colonists were 
permitted to volunteer for our assistance, the natives would be over-· 
awed and in all probability a war be prevented. For if Moshesh 
should not immediately restore the stolen property and withdraw the 
robbers from our limits, at all events he would refrain from exciting 
his people to hostilities, and it would be an easy matter for us to 
dislodge and expel the thieves and aggressors, and replace the 
suffering borderers in quiet possession of their farms. His Excellency 
observed in 1eply that we had boon the cause of the present dis­
turbances in Kaffirland, by adopting a lino of policy towards the 
natives, without, as would have been proper under the circumstances 
of the two Governments, previously acquainting him with our inten­
tions and asking advice from the Mother Country (Colony). That by 
making specific demands of Moshesh with either open or implied 
threats, in the event of such demands not being complied with before 
a certain date, or of his refusing to comply with them, Moshesh was 
in<l.uced in self-<l.efence to excite the lowAr tribes to hostilities, thus 
keeping His Excellency constantly on the alert to prevent a serious 
war, which these proceedings had all but occasioned, and which would 
have entaile<l. a heavy expenditure on tho Imperial Government. That 
the disturbances thus er.used were both unexpected and unaccountable 
until, by the arrival of a despatch from Moshesh, it appeared that we 
were wholly to blame for them. That no assistance could be afforded 
us under present circumstances. The placing troops at Aliwal would 
be an openly hostile demonstration and could not be thought of, nor 
could he sanction the aid of volunteers from the Colony. The only 
way in which he could assist us would be by endeavouring to main­
tain peace, and that with this view, in case of its being requested 
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of him, he would be willing to mediate between us and the Chief 
Moshesh. 

His Excellency admitted the hardship which the Border formers 
had suffered and would be compelled to endure, until the Kaffirs were 
drawn within their boundaries again ; but under existing circum­
stances be perceived no clear course for the settlement of our 
differences but that of mediation. With respect to the fieldpieces, 
ubout the arrival of which the President requested me to enquire, 
His Excellency said they were daily expected, and His Exce>llency 
would acquaint the President when they arrive. In the meanwhile 
His Excellency could not lend Ordnance, as all that was under his 
control was required. 

The audience which I had the honour to obtain was continued 
during part of the following day, and at its conclusion His Excellency 
said he would forward a dt>spatch in answer to the President through 
me, and would direct it to my address in Graham's Town. I con­
sequently waited there for 3 days, but not receiving it, I left for 
Port Elizabeth, and on my return not receiving any communication 
from His Excellency, I concluded that it had been sent to the 
President, and under this impres,;ion I should not have written this 
report, had I not beard on my arrival that the President had not 
received the expected reply from His Excellency. 

(Signed) W. J. CoL.E:lfAN. 

Letter from tl1e Gaika Co111,11issio11er to the Cltiff Commissioner of l(affraria. 

Dohne, 5th November, 1856. 
Sm,- ,vith reference to the statement of the Chief Moshesh to 

His Excellency the Governor, to the effect that he Lad had no inter­
course with Kreli for the last three years, in consequence of enmity 
between the chiefs caused by Kreli's having in war put to death a 
near relative of Moshesh, I beg to state that the reason assigned by 
Moshesh has no foundation in fact, there having been no collision 
between Moshesh and the Kaffirs for at least sixteen years. 

So far as I am acquainted with the intercourse of Moshesh with the 
Kaflirs, it is as follows :-

About 1838 Gasela made two forays against Moshesh, in which 
he captured many cattle and sheep and killed some of Moshesh's 
people. 

Shortly after this, Umyalusa tho son of Kahabe, and Qamba the 
son of ffiambe, went with a number of their people and settled in 
Moshesh's country. They were kindly received and well treated, but 
after a time the Basutos fell upon them by night, murdering almost 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



252 11.\SUTOLAND RECORDS. [1856 

the whole of them, and taking all their cattle, Qnmba and Vwya.lu'sa 
were among the kille..!. 

About 1841 or 1842, Kama left the Gunukwebi Tribe, and obtained 
permission from Moshesh to settle on the Tyumbu, or Kraai River. 
Mani, I think, settled there, but I do not believo that Kama personally 
occupied the country given to him by Moshesh. 

From the time that Kama began his intercourse with Moshesh, 
friendly communications were established between the Kaffirs and 
Moshesh, and have uninterruptedly existed to the present time, 
without the least collision or ill-feeling on either side. 

During the war of 1850, Moshesh sent an embassy to Sandilli, and 
while with Sandilli in the Amatole, Matana, Sandilli's brother, and 
Seti, the son of the Chief Counsellor, stole five of the horses of 
Moshesh's messengers, and Qotshi, the son of Siku, was employed to 
search for these horses and rewver them for the owners. 

Immediately after the engagement at Berea, Moshesh sent a 
deputation to Kreli to inform him that he had conquered the English, 
and the war with the Kaffirs not then having been brought to a close 
the Kaffirs fully expected succour from Moshesh. 

After the conclusion of the war, Kreli twice sent messengers to 
Moshesh, on one occa!:!ion the sons of Gocini were sent, and on another 
Cata, the son of Vasi, was Kreli's messenger. 

I believe that after this messengers have been down from Moshesh, 
but of this I cannot speak with any certainty. 

As reported to you in my letter of 24th September, Kreli sent 
messengers to the Chiefs west of the Kei, to infonn them that he had 
received orders to inform all the Chiefs, Moshesh included, of the 
orders he had received at Umhlakaza's. 

I believe that Kreli did send messengers to Moshesh. but on this 
point I have not been able to receive definite information. About a 
month after, however, messengers from Mot;hetih should have returned, 
I received information that Napnkade, the supreme ruler, living far 
in the north, had sent orders to his subordinates Uhlanga and 
Sifubasibanzi to ruako an open manifestation to tho Knffirs of the 
truth of what had been asserted by Uruhlakaza; this Na1iakade was 
supposed to be Moshesh, and this is also my opinion. 

(Signed) CHARLES BROWXLEE, Gnika Commissioner. 

Extract, from a Letter of Mr. J. H. F<>rd to the High Commissioner. 
Smithfield, 5th November, 1856. 

MY DEAR Srn GEORGE GR:av,-At the last sitting of our Raad the 
discmision with respect to our relations with the native tribes under 
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Mosheeh was carried on with closed doors, but as the President was 
directed to acquaint Your Eitcellency with the result and the reasons 
which induced the Raad to arrive at it, I shall not be guilty of any 
dereliction of duty in communicating with Your Excellency on the 
same subject; and I make no apology for doing so, because I am 
under some apprehension lest the exact and simple facts should not 
reach Your Excellency through the channel chosen by the Raad,-a 
fear I am inclined to entertain, since the President throughout the 
discussion most strenuously opposed any reference whatever being 
made t-0 Your Excellency, and it was only after he had found that the 
majority were not to be influenced by him on this point that he 
brought forward a proposal assimilated to that which the European 
members had been supporting for the three days previous, and 
abandoned his own object, which was to declare war against Moshesh 
at once and without any further attempt to obtain an amicable adjust­
meut of the question at issue. 

A copy of the determination eventually arrived at will no doubt be 
sent to Your Excellency, but I am not so sure of your learning the 
tenor of the resolution which immediately preceded it, and which in 
reality embodies the whole intention. By this resolution the Raad 
declared that the Boundary of the Free State, in the direction of 
Basutoland, was that agreed upon between Moshesh and Major 
Warden. and afterwards confirmed by Sir H. Smith. 

Your Excellency should be aware that by this determination all the 
petty chiefs to whom any of the recent robberies have been traced are 
rendered subjects of the Free State, as for instance Posuli, Lebenya, 
Jan Letelle, Africa, &c., so that it would appear inexplicable how 
under such circumstances this Government should persist in claiming 
restitltion from a Foreign Power for crimes committed by our own 
subjects. 

This was the point which I wished Your Excellency clearly to 
perceive, and that restitution of stolen property is not the real object, 
but the expatriation of those chiefs with their people who, by the 
agreement with Major Warden, were taken under protection of the 
British Government, and to whom were guaranteed not only the land 
they were at that time in occupation of, but also all those privileges 
enjoyed by Her Majesty's white subjects. 

I need scarcely remark that whenever the resolution of the Raad 
becomes known to Moshesh, war will be the result. The announce­
ment of such a determination will, I know, by Moshesh be esteemed a 
declaration of war, and I am quite certain that it is only by Your 
Excellency's interference that actual hostilities will be delayed. 

(Signed) Jons H. FoRD. 
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Tramlation of an Agreement between tM Chief MoaMsh and Mmrs. 
Visser and Hoffman. 

The sixth day of November 1856, Moshesh the Chief of the Basutos 
has met with G. P. Visser and J. J. Hoffman, &quires, deputed 
by the Volksraad of the Orange Free State Government. 

Moshesh says : In a month from this day I shall pay, according 
to the claims of the Orange Free State Government, Horses 762, 
Cattle 393. 

Further the deputation of the Volksraad ask from Moshesh : What 
wishes Moshesh to do with the Chiefs Posuli, Letelle. and Africa ? 
Will he remove them from the places they now occupy ? Or will 
he take some other measures, so that the farmers may go back with 
confidence to their places ? 

Moshesh said: I will do my best to prevent robbery, so that the 
farmers may live on their places with security, not being disturbed 
by my people. 

Should any dispute arise between some farmers and any of my 
people immediately Moshesh will be informed of it, and if possible 
the name of the person and that of the Captain will be given. 

Thaba Bosigo, 6th November, 1856. 

(Signed) 
Mark X of MosHEsn, 

DAVID, 

NEHEMIAH, 

PAULUS, 

M..t.YARA, 

MoPELI, 

Yono, 
EsaIA SEELE. ~ 

Goui·ernement, Kennisget:ing. 

Tot informatie van bet publiek wordt mits d<'zen bekend gemaakt 
dat de Heeren gedoputeerden uit den H. E. Volksraad naar hot 
Rasuto Opperhoofd Moshesh, na eene afwezighoid van 16 dagen 
zijn teruggekeerd met bet berigt dat zij door dat Opperhoofd met 
veol vriendelijkheid zijn ontvangen goworden, dat hij stellig beloofd 
en aangenomen heeft, binnen Eene Maand, gerekend van af den 
6den dezer, als compensatie voor het gestolone vee te zullen uitleveren 
762 paarden en 393 stuks rundvee. En verder dat hij zijn best doen 
zal om roverijen door zyn volk gopleegd, in het vervolg te doen 
ophouden, zoodat de boeren in veiligheid hunno plnatsen zullen 
mogcn bewonen. 

De heeren Visser en Hoffman (gedeputeerden) voegen daarbij, dat 
rij reden bebben te geloven en ste>llig verwnchten dat Moshesh 
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opregtelijk met-nt aan deze beloften te zullen voldoen. Z. H. E. de 
Staats President wil zich dan ook zeer gnnrne met hem in d::t ver­
trouwen vereenigen, wanrdoor bet gunstig vooruitzigt zich voordoet 
dat de bedreigde vijandelijkheden, aan die zijde van onze gronzen, 
zullen worden geweerd. 

Bij Order, (Geteekend) J. W. Srnl"IJT, Gouvts. Sec. 
Gouvernements Kantoor, Bloemfontein, 18den November, 1856. 

utter from tll8 Ck~/ Ho,hesl,, to tll8 President of the Orange Free State. 

Thaba Bosigo, 11th December, 1856. 
Sni,-1 must inform you that according to the agreement made with 

the Orange Free State Government last month and previously, I am 
collecting cattle from my subjects, good many have already been 
gathered, but the rain prevent me to act with haste, and I foresee 
that I shall not be able to send them before the end of this month. I 
salute you very much. 

Seal of Mos11Esn. 

Letter from the La11ddrost of Smitli.fidd to t/1{! Presid,mt of tl,e Orange Free 
State. 

Smithfield, den 13den December, 1856. 
MmmEEn,-Ik heb de eer UEd. bij dl'ze te berigten dat de Veld­

kornets H. Olivier en G. FouC'he mij hebhen gerapporteerd dat door 
Moshesh geen vee hoegennamd is uitgl'leverd, zonder eenige reden 
voor het niet houden van zijn woord te geven, en dat de veedieverijen 
steeds blijven voortduren. 1k ben, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. SAUER, Lnnddrost. 

Letter f,0111 the President of the Orange Free State to the Chief Hoshe,h. 
Bloemfontein, 16th December, 1856. 

GREAT CmEF,-With no little surprise I was infonned by the 
Lnnddrost of Smithfield by yesterday's post that you had not sent out 
any cattle or honies according to agreement, that he had not received 
any message or letter from you, and that thefts continue to be 
committed on our people as usual. I was pleased therefore in the 
afternoon to receive your letter of the 11 th instant, inform;ng me that 
you are collecting cattle, that you had already gathered a good many, 
but that the rains prevent you to act with greater expedition, so that 
you fore!ilaw that you will not be able to send them before the end of 
this month. 

I am willing to make e\"'ery allowance, so long as I have reason to 
believe that you mertn well, and act in good faith. I shall by the 
return post of to-day inform the Landdrost of Smithfield of your 
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communication, and trust that the fair weather which we have had for 
some time of late will have enabled you soon to bring the affair to a 
close. 

On sending out the horses and cattle, I beg you will cause the 
Landdrost of Smithfield to be apprised thereof, and of the day when, 
and the place where, the delivery will take place, in the ward of 
Fieldcornet Olivier. With my best greetings, I remain your sincere 
friend. 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, President 0. F. State. 

Eztract, from a Letter of th4 Superintendfflt of th4 Wittebergen Native 
Ream,e to th4 Ju,ident Jlagutrate of A.liwal North. 

Wittebergen, 30th December, 1856. 
I have just heard that some messengers arrived the other day on 

the banks of the Orange River, opposite to Morosi's, sent by Moshesh 
to Morosi to say that they were all to give cattle to meet the Boers' 
demand. But with what result I have not yet been able to ascertain. 

It is therefore quite evident that no personal punishment is to be 
inflicted upon the thieves, but that the whole tribe is to make atone­
ment for the offences of a few individuals, in which case I can see no 
peace or security for the Border Farmers, and should the number of 
cattle demanded be given up ultimately, we must be prepared for a 
recurrence of the same losses, but on a more extensive scale. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN. 

Letter from tl111 Presidmt of the Orange Free State to the High 
Commissio11er. 

Government House, Orange Free State, 5th January, 1857. 
Srn.-Since my last, forwarded to Your Excellency by Mr. Coleman, 

infonning you of the state of our relations with the Basuto Chief 
Moshesh, a meeting of the Volksraad has taken place, at which it 
was re!!olved once more to try the effect of a deputation to that chief. 
Accordingly Messrs. Visser and Hoffman, two of the members of the 
Raad, proceeded on that service to Thaba Bosigo about the end of 
October last. 

Their interview with the chief terminated on the 6th November in a 
satisfactory manner, at least as far as they could judge of the apparent 
sincerity of the chief to fulfil the promises which he then renewed. 

I had, previous to the deputation starting hence, received a l~tter 
from Moshesh, dated 1 ith October, of which and my reply dated 20th 
October I annex copies, as also of a written engagement dated 6th 
November signed by Moshesh, two of his sons, and three other chiefs, 
and delivered to Messrs. Visser and Hoffman. Subsequently I have 
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again received a lett,•r dated 11th l>el'eml,ur HJ;jti, of which and ruy 
answer thereto dated lfith Decoml,cr I also annex copies. 

From thc:;o papers Your Exn,lle111-y will ho uUe to judge how 
matters stand 1,etwecn us up to tho prf)sent date, to which I have only 
to add that ultlwugh I hav.1 not up to the prcsf'nt time r<'<'eived any 
intelligence of any dl'liver_v of the promi:-wd cattle uud horses having 
takt:>n place. and although I am iuformed from Smithtiehl that horse 
and cattle steali11g continue in that Di;;triet as herl'tofore, I still wish 
to persuade my:,Plf that there is a prospeet of hostilities with the 
Basutos being avoidecl. I haw, &c. 

(:-3igned) J. Bus110F, President 0. F. State. 

Lella from tl1e C'l,irf J[,,.,/,t.)/1. tu 1/,P I're,irl1·11t of tl,e Orange F,·ee State. 

?iiurija, l:!th January, 18,H. 
GREAT C11rnF,-Yuu ham wi,,hefl me tu let you know when I send 

the cattle and hor,-1•:; yuu hani l,(•gg-ed of me to get fur you. I have 
been delayed 1,y thf' riYers, still I Lave gathered a great many. You 
will find that the numl,er of cattle is far g-rPater than that of the horses. 

I send tlwm hy Abraham Ha111ot;;cat,-;am• anJ Ycsaia,- Sdu•les. They 
w1•re presPnt at llo,.;igo wht>n I promi,-;e(l Mr. Hoffman that I wuul(l try 
and safo,fy you. They will l,ring my words to ,run and hriug hal'k 
your own words to me. 

I entrn:.t those mcu with l.3~i head of l'atth,, whi1:h, h1gdher with 
the 217 hrnught to Smithtiehl 1,y Makwai and Joh la,-t winh•r, make a 
;;11 m 0f I. GO-I. 

At Koesb,·rg- those men will ,-till lind a c,•rtain nu111l11•r which will ho 
ad(led to them. 

There are also a few tens of horse:;.-1 am, &c., 
11ark X of l\Ios11 ESH. 

Lella from the l'l,irf J[,,.,/11•.,h to Gorrrnor Sir Gl'Ol'f/C Gr,•y. 
:Murija, LJth January, 1857. 

GnE.\T C111EF.-My very bclo\'ed Mi~;,iuuary, Mr. Th. Arl,ousset, is 
leaving this eountry fur Cape Town. I cannot let him go without 
s,mding you. hy him, a token of affoc-tio11. Please aceept from me 0110 
tigercross on,! one of our as:,agais, which will l,e re111ittt:-d to you l,y 
Mr. A1·Lous,;ut as a ,-mall ~utl\'enir. 

My confidouct• iu tho Great Qw.,en awl y,mr,.,•lf ha-. not nlt,~red. I 
am to-day still Mo~h ... ~h. your frieml. a;i ht,fore. I l,,,g y,,u, Ureat 
Chid, not to li:,ten tu i,,, diff<-'rPnt r,•ports whidi may circulate 011 my 
aerouut. hf'<•aww thP mouth of 111P11 is full of lying; httt to li:<t,•n rather 
to tho iufur111atio11 "'hidt I iwn,1 you frl1m ti11w tu time. M? Tea(·her 
l1as h1ien authorized by nil' tu giY<' you auy dl'taib al",ut Ut!, which 111ny 

s 
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be of some interest to you, and also to answer to any question you may 
choose to put to him about our land. He will infonn you that I have 
gathered one thousand and a few hundreds of cattle, also some hor~s, 
which I am going to send to-day to the President Boshof for the 
sake of 1>eace. 

I am very glad to hear that Government will interest itself on behalf 
of my two sons, who intend to go to school at Cape Town. The better 
my sons will be instructed of the knowledge of the whites, the better 
they may be able to refonn their people. 

I pray God that he may bless you and your nation, and remain, 
Great Chief, your friend, • 

Mark X of MosHESH. 

Letter from tlie Lnnddrost of Smitl,field to the Chief Moslwsh. 
Middelkraal, Koesbergen, 19th January, 185i. 

CmEF,-l have herewith to acknowledge the rect>ipt of :rn horses and 
l.:J59 head of cattle. The horses, generally speaki11g, are bad, and I 
return l :J of no value whatever. 

This is not in accordance with the terms of the agreement entered 
into between yourself and Messrs. Hoffman and Visser, who state that 
i62 horses and 393 head of cattle were to have been delivered up by 
you, consequently there are 7:rn horses short and 966 head of cattle too 
many. 

I shall, however, retain the horses and cattlo deliverrd on aC'count, 
and report the mat.tor to the Right Honourable the State President, 
and commnnirate his deci8ion to you when I shall have obtained it. 

I rrgret to state that since the ngreemrnt made in the month of 
Octobl•r last, frequent tlu•fts have been committl>d by the people of 
Pt)shuli. Sepere, aml Lebenya. Out of the 51 horses stoh'n sinee the 
a1:,rreement was made, the spoor of 3,j has been traced to the kraals of 
Pushnli, and some of the stolen hor;,es have been found and seen there 
by the owners. 

There, therefore, exists no doubt that your brother Poshuli not only 
couutenn,wes the thefts comn1itte,l by his people, but en>n encourages 
them. I hope, therefore. that you, as paramount Chief. will put a stop 
to further rol1bcrios heiug- committed hy i-everely punishing Poshuli, 
so thnt our Burghers may ng-ain be enahled to live quietly and pence­
ably on thrir farms without being molested by your pl'Ople.-I am, &e., 

(Signed) J. S.n:1m. 

E.xtrnct from a Despatch of the Iligl1 Co111111i.~~io11er to tlie Sm·etnry of Slate 
for tl1e Colonies. 

Cnpe Town, 2ith January, 1857. 
It must still, howe,·er, he remrml1ere,l that the Orange Free State 
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contemplates carrying on a war with Moshesh in February next, and 
if they should unhappily pursue this course, it is difficult to foresee 
what complications may arise from such a 1>roceeding. 

Extracts from the Speech of the Pre1;J'dent at t/1e opening of the Volksraad 
of t'1e Ornnge Free State. 

2nd February, 1857. 
Undoubtedly, gl'ntlemen. it will give you ai;i much pleasure to learn 

as it gives me to state, that nothing has occurred since our last meeting 
which need give rise to the belief that the trouble which, from con­
tinued robberies on the eastern line of Caledon River district, have long 
occasioned the inhabitants so much distress and loss, will of necessity 
result in an actual rupture with the Basutos. 

The reception of your deputies (Messrs. Visser and Hoffman) by the 
Chief Moshesh, and his positive promises at that time reiterated, in­
spired me with the confident expectation that the Chief would be 
successful, by the payment of the demanded indemnification and the 
chastisement of the robber captains, in bringing about a permanent 
peace. 

From the correspondence and despatches on this subject, which shall 
all be laid before you, it will appear that Moshesh, instead of l!ending 
in 393 head of horned cattle and 762 horses within one month from 
the date of a document handed over by him and certain of his under 
captains to Messrs. Visser and Hoffman, caused 1,359 horned cattle 
and 36 horses to be delivered to the La11<ldrost of Smithfield only on 
al,out the 18th January, which were provisionally received until I 
shall have decided on the suhjcct. 

I hawi given dire{'tions that this stock he kept under safe charge, and 
am awaiting the answer of the Landdrost to certain questions I have 
proposed to him, on the receipt whereof I shall request your decision 
on this subject. 

It does not appear that Moshesh has taken any measures to hinder 
the cattle thefts committed in Caledon River district, or to punish the 
perpetrators; at least, if he has done so, they have not produced the 
desired effect, inasmueh as I receive information from time to time that 
such robberies are going on jmit af! bofore. It moreover appears from 
a letter received from the Lauddrost of Smithfield, under date of 
20th ultimo, that since the time that your deputation visited Moshesh, 
not less than 51 horses have again hecn stolen, the spoor of most of 
which has been tracod to the kraals of Posuli, Seperi, and others. 

Only a few of the Burghers of the wards of Ficldcornets Olivier, 
Fouche, aud Taljaar<l, who had abandouod thoir forms, have returned 
to them. in reliance on Moshesh's fair promises. 

S Z 
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Continual uneasiness is excited by armed bands of Kaffirs, who 
occasionally enter the ,vinburg district to hunt game, as well as by a 
portion of the people of one Jan Kaptyn, who have again settled within 
our lintJ, beyond which they were lately driven. Inasmuch as no open 
acts of violence have as yet been perpetrated by them, the authorities 
have thus far gone no further than admonitions and warnings; but 
should these be productive of no result, strong measures will need to 
be resorted to. 

Extracts from tl,e Minutes of tl1e Volksraad. 
5th February, 18!i7. 

The question regarding the disposal of the cattle delivered out hy 
?iloshesh is brought forward as the order of the day. Hereupon are 
r'lad a letter from Mo-,hesh of 1 7th October, l 8,i6, with answer thereto; 
report of the Conunis~ion sent to l\Ioshesh and the documents connected 
therewith ; and later corresponJence with l\fosheish. 

It appears that Moshesh has delivered out 36 horses, valued hy a 
commission at £2 per head, and 1,359 head of horned cattle, valued hy 
the same eommission at 1,js. eueh, of .which last 5 head have been 
stolen, and 59 head siek or dead of lung sickness. 

The Landdrost of Smithfield states that Moshesh's messengers had 
delivered the above mentioned stock as payment in full of all that 
Moshesh had undertaken to pay, but that he had distinctly told them 
that he merely accepted them on account. Josiah had told him that 
?tloshesh intended to remove Posuli to another place. 

Adjourned till 2 p.m. 
Raad meets at 2 p.m. with closed doors. 

Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to the C'J.ief Jfos/1esh. 

Government House, Bloemfontein, 9th February, 185i. 
GnE.\.T CmEF,-I have received your letter of tho 12th January last, 

informing me that you had sent to the Landdrost of Smithfield 1,38i 
hoad of cattle and some horses. The Lancldrost infonned me that ho 
had received 1,:359 head of cattle and ;31i horses, and that he had given 
a. receipt for the same, conditionally, until he should know what I 
would order. 

The cattle and horses were delirnred over on the 18th oflast month. 
On the 2nd of this month the Yolksraad assem hled here, and I reported 
the case. The Raad was surprised to hear that you only sent 36 horses 
instead of 762, as promised. and more cattle than was demanded. and 

Digitized by Google 



18,57 J BASl'TULA;\"D 1u.:cu1u,;;. 

that you should have thought proper to i<cnd cattle in lieu of hor!'.'t•,;. 
It was furth~r reported to the Raad that some of the cattle were 
afflieted by the lung sickness, and t!iat there were few eomparatin,ly of a 
good quality: that amongst the lot were nearly 200 old bulls, animals 
which you must be aware are of no use or value whatever to our 
farmers, as they can neither use nor sPll them. al:-o some hundreds 
of old and worn out oxen and cows. whi<·h will nevn again get into 
condition, and a large number of young bull rnlves. There were ·HI 

horses, but 13 were returned at once, as too old and poor and perfectly 
useless. 

For these reasons the Raad has decided to reeeive only the numuer 
of cattle which was deman<led. and whi<·h you have promised to deliver 
up, viz., 393, the cattle which you allude to in your lettor, as having 
been delivered on former occasions, had been deducted udure l\le:ssr:;. 
Visser and Hoffman made the demand, the romain,lor I have ordered 
the Land<lrost to send back to you, and h1~\'C to inform you that we 
have not agreed for cattle in lieu of horses. 

I therefore beg to be informed when the horses will be givtc>n up 1 
The Raad was surprised also to hear that the horses which were sPnt 

out are so bad; they are valm•d at £:! a piece. as the highest value, 
and the cattle at 15,;. a piece, being far infrrior to the 11unlityofhori;es 
and cattle that wcr1' stolen, nor were any of the stolen cattle or honws 
given ba<·k, although several were seen lately in possession of Poshuli 
and other d1iefs. 

You have not informed me. nor docs it appear that you have taken 
any steps to punish the rohber chief. and hor11c anrl cattle !"tealing­
continue to be carried on ever since the DPputation of the Hand was 
sent to you. The Raad has resolved, therefore, to c·nrry out the lnw 
against vagabonds more strictly than hefore, and to vi~it the thieves 
";th severe punishment when they are overtakt>n or foun<l out, and 
request you to warn them to leave off stt·aling or coming in amongst 
our people without passes. it they persist in doing so. they will be dealt 
with according to law. 

I again s<md you a few copies of our law against nigrants, and sumo 
printed forms of passes, and request you not to give passes to large 
parties, nor allow any armed parties to come in any more, on any 
pretence whatever; if they do, they will g-et into truu blo, and it is 
h.-,pl•<l you will not authorise or shield such illeg,11 pra<'tices. If blpod 
be spilt after these repentC'd warnings it will not be our fault. 

I shall be glad to got your answer before the great Couneil of the 
people now sitting will break up, which may be in l O or 12 days from 
this date.-Your friund, 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, President 0. F. State . 

• 
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Letter from tM La11ddrost of S111itl,field to tl,e Cl,i,f .Moslwsh. 

Middelkraal, l0den Februarij, 1857. 
OPPERHOOFD,-lngevolge instruction van ZHEd. den Staats Presi­

dent, heb ik de eer hierbij ten1g te zenden 8:18 beesten, zijnde hot 
overschot der 1,359 door u afgeleverde beestcn, hebbonde ik van 
dezelve afgehouden 

V oor schadevergoeding zoo als geeischt 393 
Betaald voor oppassing 32 
Gestorven aan de Longziekt~ 96 

521 
Ilet getal beesten betaald voor de oppassing zal worden afgetrokken 

van den eisch die thans nog tegen u bcstaat voor later gepleegde dief­
stallen door uw volk. lk heb verder de eer u te berigten dat gij een 
brief van Z. H. Ed. den Stants President zult ontvangen, die u met de 
redenen en de bijzondcrhedcn dezer handelwijze znl bekend maken. 

(Geteekend) J. SAUER, Land<lrost. 

Letter from tlw Chief .Mosh1,s!t tu tl1e Presidmt of the Orange Pree State. 

Thaha Bo!-igo, 13th February, 1857. 
Srn,-I yesterday night rrccived yours favoured of the 9th instant. 
When Mr. Visser and Mr. Hoffman c-ame unto me smt by the 

Honourable Volksraad, I told them that I would try to gather the 
cattle spoken of in the two lists brought unto me by Mr. Coleman. 

I have already tried to do so, and the cattle and horses latrly smt 
unto you are the result of my trying. I had at once the hope that you 
will be satisfied of it; but it appears that it is not so. 

Now I will try again to collect the members of my Council and Bhnll 
hear from them what they have to say, and after hearing their feelings 
on the question, I shall inform you of it. 

But I am not sure that they will allow me to collect again horses, 
since we have already tried it once. I remain, Sir, yours truly, 

Mark X of MosuEsn. 

Extracts from a Letter of tl,e Briti.sh Agent to tlw Secretary to tlw High 
Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 14th February, 1857. 
Srn,-1 went to Morosi's kraal 011 a friendly visit on Munday, the 

9th instant, taking Mr. Austen with me. :Morosi received us in the 
most frank and open manner, and we had a long conversation with 
him upon nil the news of the country. 

Morosi's good behaviour and his open, candid, way of speaking and 
dealing in all cases in which Mr. Auston has had opportunity of 
coming into contact with him, i,peakf iu fuyour uf hi~ honei;t inten­
tions, and that ho has no other wish than to kcop his pcu11le in order, 
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and to maintain his character and friendly intercourse with the 
Colony. There is not a doubt 0£ his being a shrewd cunning Kaffir, 
but he has everything to gain by straightforwardness, and duplicity 
will scarcely avail him. 

I was much struck with his appearance. his features are thoroughly 
European, with not a vestige of the African save the c11lour, a good 
forehead, thin lips, and pointed ehin; and the most l)erfret self pos­
f;ession, quickness, and good address in conversation. He inquired 
about the cattle slaughtering, and expressed his wonder at the folly 
of the Kaffirs, they having been often before deceived by fabe 
Prophets ; he alluded also to the contrib'.ltion which his tribe had 
made to Moshesh to enable him to meet the demands of tho Roers. It 
appears to me that if he 110ssibly could effect it, he would remove his 
people entirely from the north ~ide of the Orange River, and m1anei­
pate himself from all subjection to Moshesh, the folly of whose 
conduct in protecting, or at least failing to punish, thieving and put 
it down, he seems to have a very clear idea 0£, allll to Sl'C that the 
results must be ruinous to Moshesh. Mr. Austen has not a single 
case against Morosi or his people, and whenever any question has ari:;en 
Morosi has frankly and impartially gone into it and decided it fnir(v. 

His son Letuka, whoso kraal is about an hour and a half from his 
father, between the Sterk Spruit and the Toes, 1wcompanied us, and 
n·turned with us. He is a quiet young man, and keeps his people in 
good order. He eon~iders himself to be totally emancipated from 
Moshesh, during the tlm,e years he has resided where he now is, and 
looks upon find call<; himsC'lf a British subject. He says he will ha:..-e 
nothing to clo in any war 'Which may arise in the Basuto ('Ollntry. 
Neither do I believe l\Iorosi will, unless he be in some way or other 
dragged into it by his brothers and part 0£ the tribe n•siding on the 
north side 0£ the River. 

The upper part of the Reserve is a very beautiful ('ountry, rieh val­
leys, well watered, intersected by broken mountains 0£ modl'ratc height. 
,v e rode in a horse waggon nearly to the Tees, whPre we left it and 
went to Morosi's kraal on horseback.· It is situated almost at the top 
of a pretty high mountain commanding a beautiful extensive grassy 
valley, (the scene 0£ the chase 0£ the Burgher Commando in 18,H). 
The junction of the Orange River 'With the Toes is at the foot of 
Mnrosi's mountain, and overlooked by his kraal. The scenery 
altog-ether is 0£ the most bea•1ti£ul description. Thn TPPS ie a clear 
str1•am on•r a pebbly bod, aboi.1t 30 to 40 yards wi1le and two feet 
deep where we crossed it, nl,out 1,000 yards from the Orange River. 

From wlrnt I lPanwd from several Farmers latdy, who were in the 
Commnnck Jf I s:1 I, it would almost appear that • ~Iorosi was not so 
entirely to blame in that affair us at fir1:1t sight appears. It is true 
that he sent to Mr. Colo to say he wished to treat of puaco; but on the 
very night preceding the morning 011 which Mr. Cole rode in towards 
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hi,i kraal a party of Fingrn; W<·nt autl atta<·kPd some kraals of thl' 
Taml,ookil's under :Muro,;i, whid1 so exaspcrate,l the latter that Morosi 
fournl it impos,,.cil,le to restrain them, and that then his ehil<lren and 
1wople j<Ji11t<l in the pursuit. 

(Signed) Jollx Iknx.i::T. 

L~ttcr frnm the I'rr~idrn! uf tl,c Orange Frt1: :State tu tl,e Iligl, Co1111,1isxio11tr. 

Oov,•ruuHmt House, Orange Free Stato, 2ith Fl'l.1ruary, 18,';7. 
Sm,-Frum ruy last tu111111unicatiun Yunr Exeellc·1wy will lrnve per­

tPived that we had a lwpu that uur <li1Ien•m·es with some of the Basuto 
TrilH"i; w,,uld ,won lie 1,rougltt tu an ami<,al,le 1-ettl,•mc,nt, and that the 
gn·at Chi<·f :Mo,;he,-h w,,uhl 1,,. able tu puni,-h the thieve,,,. and their 
Chiefs on tht:' Calt:'1l,,n l:in•r ~i,le, and tu take efiedual measures to put 
a :-;!up tu the inn,s,-ant 1:atth· liftiug, with whid1 uur lJurder cuutinues 
to lJe harm,sed. 

I am i;urry 11011· again tu inf•Jl'lll Your Exedlem·y that ir..sh('sh has 
;:•>t fully cumpliPd 11 ith his e11;.:·ag1·ments in either uf these n,spe<·ts. 

From th11 t·11nesp1>11dt>n,·e (.,f whi1·h I amwx copies) Your :Exl·t·Ue111:y 
will pt·n·t·i,·e how rnat!L-rs now i;taud bl:'hH·t·n us. The liorckr formers 
continue to eornplain bitt<·rly, nnd thre:th·n to abandon their farm!", 
whibt many of those who had previuu~ly quitted have not ventured to 
return. 

:Notwith:standing thi~. we have rr•solv<·d to fo1·l,,•ar as long as 
pi>ssihle, in orcler to avoicl a gt•npral eullision with th•Js(' tril,es. nnd 
have recommerHlc.•d our farmers to !iv" dost•r tnget hl'r. and sPn·ral 
families to oc·eupy une form, ancl to emlr•anrnr hy repeatPcl patrols and 
inereast·cl watd1fulm•ss to protcd thcrnst-h-c:,;. still waiting to ,;ee what 
Mo1-he,-h will du. 

l"nforturwtely another most un<'Xl'el'tc.'U ciru1mstnntt· ha!; happened 
on the 2;1nl and :?Hh instant. whic-h I have no doul,t will drive us into 
hostiliti<·s with the J3a,-ut<>s, and pos~il,Jy into h,>~tilu 1:ulli,;ion with 
thf> Trnusrnal Tiepul,lil'. 

At the particular <1,•~ire of our Vulksraad whil'h is still sitting, I 
proc;Ped to nccprnint Your Exl'ell('ney with the u<:UIJTt:'nce. :Mr. 
Prdurim, the late C'ommarnlaut-Geueral of the Transvaal Rt'pul,lic, 
who has latdy l>ef>11 ekttPd Prei-i<h·nt. has always been on the most 
frie)l(lly tnm,- with us. nn<l enm as lat..Iy as up to the l 0th of January 
last. on which <late he i11fo1111e<l me of hi;i de!'li()n as Pre;;ident. and 
prnfrssf>,l the must siw·n1: fri1mdship towards onr State. 

111 tlw month of v,~c,,,mher last Mr. l'retoriu,- paid ns an unexpetted 
and very hasty visit, proceeding as far as Fauresmith. Since his return 
VHJ!He rumours were i-pn,n1li11g that. as the thrN, years' g1rnrantPP agreed 
ll}'"ll in th,! 1·onvn1tio11 t'11t1•r<·d into with ~ir Georg-e ('J,-.rk would 
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expire on the :..?:lrd instan~. Pretorius would claim possC's,.ion of the 
Free State. 

The tale was thought too alJ:-ur<l to deserve the l<'nst ('re<h•neP, l,ut, 
to our 1mrpri~(', on the ('Yrniug of Saturday the :..!1,-t imtant a son of 
Moshe;;h's arrived here, stating that Mr. Preto~ius had appointPd his 
fothE'r to meet him here that evening, but, that the Chit>£ being unable 
to ride sm·h a distance, he had bern srnt to k-arn the pleasure of Mr. 
Pretoriu~. The same day se,·eral of the wdl known advocates of the 
old Pretorius' party also arrived, and the next day he himself and n 
few more entered the town. 

It then became known that messengers had het>n dt>spatdwd 
in various clire('tions, to call all his adherents togrther, as he 
intentl<·d to daim possession of this State by virtue of a rrssion rua<le 
tu his latt' father of all the emigrants' lands hy Her Majesty thf' Qurf'n 
of Great Britain. On the :..!-Hh he had an intrrview with the Volksraa<l, 
aud a11l<Jngst other matters actually put forward this silly <lemand, 
urging it on th(' ground of some rorr('spondenl'e with Oowrnor Cathcart 
and the Duke of Newcastle, whil'h had in r('ality no r(•frrcnce whatt-wr 
to such pretemions. 

From the £'ndos('d l'0py of the minutC's of the Raad, Yonr Exl'dlenq 
will perceive all that took pla<·e at au<l since this interview. 

Pretorius left this place at 1100n on the :.!-'Ith, having lir,;t dismit-se<l 
the son of Moshesh with a promise that he would send another 
messenger to that Chief; and after having made an unsuccessful 
nppli1:atitJn to the printer to priut a certain 1uodanrntion which he 
intended to circulate here. 

It further transpires that Mr. Pretorius has made prumist·s to rC'store 
the f'ormer daimants all their lands, which they forfeited at the time 
when they tied from the t·ountry, iu consc<p1encl.' of hostilities with the 
Gri<pms, nnd more recently with the llritish Gowmment, whilst he 
ah,o makes promises of protection to our farmers again,;t roblJerit•s and 
annopm·es from the natives, he pret('Jlds to be the ally of Moshesh, 
and tampers with the latt<·r to induce him to have nothing to do with 
111e, and to acknowledge /11111 alone as the rightful Chief of this country. 

"'hat this man is capable of doing may be inferred from his conduct 
in 1851, when the country was in posses;,ion of the llriti»h Guwrument. 
He was then sent by hi;; father to Moshesh, and amongst the farmers 
in the "·inburg Distrid, and took a list of the names of those who 
submitted to him (the now dC'ceased l'retorius; dl-'nmnding thl.'ir sig­
natures and promising to give them protedion ngaint-t tho robbcrie11 
of the Katfirs. 

By these means he then forced these men to take his part, whilst 
those who remained faithful to the 0-tJvernmcnt were rohhed of their 
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live stock, and in many instances completely ruined. He sncceeded so 
well at that time with this despicaule manceuvre, that it may l,e expected 
he will try it again. 

The great majority of the Free Sfate people are eontented with their 
own Government, and will have nothing to do with Pretorins, hut those 
on and near the borders may be forC'ed. as bPfore by Mo;slwsh, to submit 
to him, or be ruined; some again are allured by promises of cheap 
Government and low quitrents, whilst others wonld side with him in 
the hope of getting servants, as it is well known that the Transrnal 
Government is in the habit of dealing in the childun of the natives, as 
apprentices up to the age of 25, which th<'y capture in their wars, 
or procure by other means, a practice whil'h this Government has 
spared no pains to put down throughout the State, and finally some 
desperate characters would join Pretorius, preferring anarchy and 
confusion to any lawful control. 

Should this man be supported by the Transvaal people, there is no 
doubt that he will succeed to a certain extent at least, if not entirely, 
in rendering abortive what has been effected dnring the last three 
years in training this people to thl' art of self government, and thereby 
bring about a state of things far worse than ever exi~ted over the Yaal. 

As the Color,ies of the Cape and :Katal will doulith·ss he affeeted 
thereby, the Yolksraad thinks it right that I inform Your Exeelleney 
thereof, in the hope that Your Exedlen('y's intercession may prevent 
results so much to be deprecated ; if Your Exeellency would be pleased 
to warn Moshcsh against listening to the persnasions of Prdorius, and 
to proclaim that his pretensions to this State are entirely unfounded, 
and by stopping the sale of gunpowder to the Transvaal both from 
the Cape Colony ancl Natal until the Government of that Republic 
shall have disclaimed Mr. Pretorius's pretensions to the Free State. 

I am further instructed to apply to Your Excellency to know whether 
Her Majesty's Government would be willing to enter into a treaty of 
alliance with the Government of the Free State, and what would be 
the probable stipulations of such a treaty. 

Finally I beg to assure Your Excellency that in making this com­
munication, I have no individual interest in view, for myself, I shall be 
glad to be relieved of the onerous duties conneC'ted with my situation, 
as soon as I can foel persuaded that my services are no longer of use 
or are not re11uired, but I could not feel at ease, w1·re I to retire at a 
time wlH'Il it may bo ap1m•hell(kd that by so doing a great injur:r may 
be inflicted 011 the pPaec11l1lc and wPll dispo:sc·d iuhaLitants. 

The favour of an early reply will greatly oblige, Sir, Your 
Excellency's most olJedil'l1t Servant, 

(Signed) J. llosuoi--, President Orange Free State. 
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E.rtr,1ct from a IJe,pafclt of t!te IIi[!lt Co111111issio11cr to the Secretary of State 
for t/1e Colonies. 

King William's Town, I Ith March, J 857. 
Sir George R. Clerk did not however see Adam Kok, or arrange any 

outstanding differences with him, and to this cause, combined with 
the non-settlement of the question of the boundary line with Moshesh, 
must in a considerable degree be attributed the excitement and 
difficulties which have ever since prevailed on the Frontier. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter /rum t!te Chief Jloslu·sl1 to Gorernor Sir George Gr,·y. 

Thaba Bosigo, 12th March, l 85 i. 
Yoca ExcELLEXCY,-l write to Your Excellency to acquaint you with 

the state of my relations with the President of the Orange Free State. 
I am called upon to make restitution fourfold for thefts comni.itted 

by my people in the district of Smithfield. The total of stolen cattle 
and horses is as follows : cattle 300, horses 2\J3. For that I have 
ah·eady sent 1,600 head of cattle and about fifty horses. Many other 
head of cattle have at different times been sent back by different 
chiefs, namely by Mogale, and been taken from thieves and restored. 
I have asked Mr. Iloshof for an account of thc~e many times, and ho 
has never furni,;hed me with one. I had thoug-ht to barn paid with 
cattle, and am convinced that I haYe paid the full value of those 
stolen and muc·h more. But Mr. Boshof has chiven the cattle back 
which I sent in lieu of h,m;es. 

I shall still endeavour to pay the remainder, although the stipulation 
in the arrangement betwern Mr. Iloshof all(l mr, made when Your 
Excellency was at Smithfield, has not been fullowrd up ; the !<poors 
have not in most instances bren traced into my country. nor have they 
been handed over to my chit>fo so that they might follow it and catch 
and punish the thieves. Many months even yrars after I am called 
upon to make restitution, and I with the innocent people must pay for 
the guilty who cannot be found. I can not also believe that all the 
thefts have really been committed by my own people. Bushmen and 
Tambookies may have stolen many and driven them a little through 
my country. The complainants are iutrrestc-d in getting enttle and 
their dedaration alone is the sole evidf'm•e. Tll('y havr also an interest 
in obtaining a war about l'attle in order that they ruay ~rcure p,l1'::<l's1:-ion 
of farms which they have in many iustaners obtain<'d by fraud, and 
they wish to obtain your sympathy by thP!'.!O means, but I will tli~appoint 
them. Believe me the real cause of dispute is the ground. They wish 
to drive my people out. I appeal to Your Excellency to try to prevent 
a war. I have always looked up to tho Engli~h Government as the 
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father of ns all. I am also your ally l,y treaty. You <:au interfere in 
tlw <li,;p11t1•s of your ('hildren. I shall rlo my hc,,t, but my peuple have 
no coufi,lH111·c that wh<•n tlH•y hn\ 1e giwn up thl•ir hor,;es whiC'h are 
their ,-.trt•ng-th. war will ll'•t he run1le np,m th(:m for the sake of their 
ground. a11d I flwl it thu,; ,liflit·ult to irulul'e them to subs('ribcthefine. 

I am willing to s11ln11it the 11uP;;tion uf the ground abo to your 
arhitration, provided the daim of ea('h in1livirlual whether white or 
Mosuto to the form thc•y daim in the dispute,! tl'rritory lw iuwsti­
gatPd hy impartial pC'oplc sent lJy you, flt11l that I ht, gin•u full 
opportu11ity to di,-.pruvP the daims of any. \\'hen the~e daim1-; are all 
<lP1,i1led I will be willing to s1wak with you alwut the a1hi,al,ility of 
Px1·hanging fnrm,- so a,; to separate the white from the Linck. This 
is in the spirit of my agrc•C'lllC'nt with Mr. Bu,;hof at Sm.ithfidd. 

The Tiocr11. however, wi,-.h to rPturn to the liwit made by Major 
\Vardc,n whil'h cut off a grl'at portion of my tril,e, aud whil'h Major 
Ilo~ge, Gl'neral C'atlwa.rt. and Sir GC'Ol'IC(' C'lnk Ul'1·lan•d to be unju,-;t 
and that it slt,rnl,l lie alte>rc•cl. Tlwy C'lairn it iu right of thC' agr('(•ruent 
with ·Major \Var,k-n whid1 I "·as forl'ed to ~ign. It was my agrC'e>iug 
to this linC' that WPakl'll(•d Ill.)' i11fl11t·m·e with that portion of my tribe 
11ml has ma,le :<nm1• of tLt·m rdradory. )lany of thrill are thil•vcs now, 
hut ma11y of tlH· dii,,f,; au,l people t hl're arP :;till hl•IH'~t; JH?H'1-thelei;s 
the lio(•r:- want tlwm tu l)(' n•1uc,vC'd from th1·ir pl.iees. 

I am urnd1 g;ric•\·ed to lind that tL,~ IIC\\·,-.papt•r,; in C,11)(' Colony still 
cm1tin11c· to state that I am 1·0111Je>df'd with tho exl'itement arnuug thP 
Kalfir tribes. I aru svrry that my JH•ighlJt111r ~fr. 13,,slwf thought it 
right to orig-inate this r1,purt in his lettt-r to you. It is altugethl'r untrue. 
I have always lookc•d up to the British GoverumC'nt as the father of 
the culoure>d trili(,s of ~uuth Afriea ns well as of the whites, nntl have 
s1:parated mysdf !'row any who have bet•n :-;o infatuatt•d as to ntterupt 
rd,elliun aud have olfon·d my assistance against tlH•m. It il'l my gr<'at 
grid th,1t once my people \\·(:re engaged in hostilities against Her 
Maj(•sty's troops. It was l'U11setl b,r mistakes, and I hastened to submit 
wlwn my peoph• wPre l'ha1"tisnl. Believe me I have no corre~pondence 
whatever with any of the Chiefs on the bor<le>r of the Colony, and I 
ehallt·ngc• the stridL·~t inwstigativu. 

I intt0 11<l s•.>ndiug ~hortly a man of influenl'e and power whom I tan 
trust. prol1alily one of my :-;on!'!, to the di~tri1·t l,et\\·een the Orange and 
Call'dou Riwrs wherC' tlw tl1d:s 01Tnr, in order to wafrh over that 
part of the country, and to whom 1·01Hplaints rnn he ma<le as soon as 
thefts oi-('nr t'itht>r in th1i Free State or tl1e Colony. I hope thw, to 
prevent them in future. 

I salute Your Exeellcul'y very mueh, ancl rrmain your faitWul ally. 
(Stamped with the Seal of) Mosm;sn. 
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Letter from th~ President of tl1e Or1111.qc Free Sfflte to tl,e Cl,i,f Mo~hl'sh. 

Bloemfontein, 12th Murch, 1857. 
GREAT CmEF,-l have this duy received your letter of the 3rd 

instant. I am glad to find that you are anxious to maintain peace 
with o.11 white people, ancl that you are doing your host to find tho 
horses which you have promisC'd to deliver. I think wo have given 
you abunclanco of proof of our forbearance, from which you ought 
to be satisfied that we do not wish for war. I have said to you before, 
and I repeat it again, that our wish is to remain at peace with all the 
tribes of nations round ahout us, if they will only allow us, and leave 
off cattle and horse stealing. Antl I therefore again request yuu to 
take the strongest measures against sueh practices. 

You flay we must not allow pPol'le to be killed for the sake of 
horses, but I wish to remill(l yun that it is high time such thieYes he 
killed; for they are the clisturl,ers uf all peace and ultimately hring 
ahout murder and war. So I hope ~·ou will not he too lenient to them. 
Let them be punishecl well or dL•stroyL•d; then there will always he 
Jll'a1·e aud friendship betwC'en us. 

You complain of ill-treatment wliiL"h y .. ur sun has met with horn. I 
am not aware of it. He came ht're without a letter fn•m you to me, 
anJ said that Marthinus I>retori11s had sent to you to met>t him here. 
I had nu notice from Mr. l'n•torin" that he had dune so; but still I 
caused him to be provided with lutlgings. but when I f,,un<l that 
Pretorius had come with evil iutentinns against our ,-t:ltt'. daiming 
authority over all white people. he was treated as an Pnemy 1,y our 
Raad and ordered to quit the countr.Y. It then he(•ame uer:••~;;ary to 
order a i;eareh to lie made to seP tdiat letters he might haw written 
by your son. Thi~ was dune and the rea~on wa;: exl'birwd to your 
son. whieh I trust will now also :;;utisfy you. In et•m·lu~ion I wish to 
caution you against that man; he seems to wish for war to enrich 
himself somewhere. If be sm·ee1•<ls in getting our p,~oplo to join him 
there may Le great unpleasant doings. lmt as our pPuple aro for peace 
I have ev!-)ry reawn to hope that he will not sueeeed. 

(Signe,!) J. ~- Dos110F, Presi,lont. 

Lrtter from f/,e Chi(( Cu1,n1118-~i,iller of l1~1Jt;•,,ria lo tl,e ll1i1h (',,1111111.,.,·i,,,1a. 

Ft•rt ~Iurrny, :Wth Man·h. Is,:; i. 
Srn,-Being ahout to iml,mit fo Your Excellency n n•port upon the 

conduc-t of the Kaffir Chil•fs during the pa,;t nine nw11th~. tog·ether 
with the infcrcnees whieh may lJe arriveJ at from tlit•~t• a1Hl otlwr 
ronsiderations as to the nature and tentlPney of the prl'SL•nt ,h·lu,,.iun 
and the aim of its promotL•rs, I <leem it a fitting opportunity, with 
rf"'fL'rC'neo to l\foshe~h's dPnial of iutert·otu-:..e with Krdi awl the 
Am:n:o~as, to !.,ring togethC'r into one view the information I hnn:• hPPU 
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ahle to obtain as to such intercourse, together with the conclusions 
which may be drawn the1·efrom. 

2. The ill success of the Kaffi.rs in all their wars with us, and 
the gradual tendency they had shown for forming combinations 
against us. led mo during and after the war of 1850 to anticipate that 
hereafter for tho sake of increasing their strength, and for the safety 
of their cattle and non-combatants, this policy of combination would 
become a settlell and main aim with them. In accordance with this, 
they have since then sought, as detailed in my reports of and after 
September 1854, to ally themselves with the Fingos, and at the same 
time with Faku and with the Bashee Tembus, with the latter of whom 
they ~ere then and have since been at war. 

3. Anticipating such things, it was therefore natural to anticipate 
that au alliance would also be sought with Moshesh, whose reputation 
as a successful chief had boen greatly increased throughout the whole 
of the native tribes from this to Natal as being the Great Chief who 
alone had beaten the English in his encounter with us at Berea, and 
whose position on our Border offered the obvious advantage in war of 
dividing our forces along a very extended front. And having pre­
viously to Sir George Cathcart's expedition against Moshesh expressed 
my opinion against it, I, on that otticor's rot.urn, communicated to him 
my fears on this head, informing him that I had received from natives 
an account of the collision at the Berea, and had disbelieved it until it 
was confirmed two days afterwards by an express from the camp. 

-t. Other alliances having been as above stated since sought, it is 
much more probable than otherwise that a shrewd people like the 
Knffirs would not overlook so promising an ally as ?ifoshesh, and that 
)loshC'sh, seeing this,-would endeavour to rouse their evident tt>n­
dencies into action whenever it suited him to do so. 

Bofore however entering upon the proofs of these things, I would 
re:nnrk that l\loshcsh's denial of intercourse as given in the following 
wvrds :-" The uarne of Kreli is known to me, Lut he is my enemy, 
" he killed in ~ar one of my brothers, and I have had no intercourse 
" with him fvr more than tliree yeara,'' would be liable to be miscon­
strued, were it not explained that (as I have learnt from two distinct 
somees) no collision had occurred between Moshesh's people and the 
..\.maxCJsas since Gaccla, the father of the Chief Toise, and living on 
this side the Kei, made upwards of 16 years ago a foray into Basuto­
land; and l\lr. Brownlee also states that since Kama (in 18-13) asked 
for a country from l\lo:-hcsh, the Aniaxosa and Ba;;utos have lived in 
unintnruptod peaceful intercourse with one another. 

It i;; ditllcult nh-o to understand why Moshesh should limit his 
denial of intercom·se to that period (underlined in his letter) of more 
than f/,n,,: .1JMt'R, during whith_ there really had been more inter-
1·0111munication than Lefore, unll:'ss on the i;urpo~ition that he wished 
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thereby to conceal more effectually his increased reputation and inter­
course with _other Tribes since Beren, or unless he desired to hint inci­
dentally that since we have made peace with him and with the Fron­
tier Tribes, he has acted loyally and been well disposed towards us. 

Lastly his affectation of ignorance in saying, " I am a stranger to 
"what passes in Kreli's country, and my Missionary is one of those 
"who has informed me (from a Cape Journal), &c.," betrays that 
affectation to any one at all acquainted with the Native Tribes. 

5. The first intercourse of which we have knowledge occurred pre­
vious to the period of three years, during the war, when messengers 
from Moshesh visited Sandilli in the Amatolas about the year 1852, 
this being probably with the view of obtaining such information as to 
the state of affairs here as should guide Moshesh in his intercourse 
with Her Majesty's Assistant Commissioners. The detail of circum­
stances occurring during this visit proves the correctness of the 
infonuntion. 

6. Immediately after Beren Moshel'lh sent messengers to Kreli, to 
inform him that he had bL•aten the English, and the Amnxosas were 
thence led to expect succour from Moshesh, and I have before stated 
that I heard the aceount of Bcrea two Jays before it reached us by 
mounted express. 

7. About 2! or three years ago, viz., after peace was proclaimed, 
Kreli sent twice to Moshesh, once by Matomela son of Gocweni, and 
again by Cata son of Vesi, and I have heard a native rumour that 
soon after Berea the Chiefs had sent to inquire what charms Moshesh 
had used to make himself so strong again!!t the English. 

13. In October 18,H, the Temhu Chiefs Joyi and "Cmgangeni gave 
information to the Transkeian Resident, which, though exaggerated 
as to the danger and its imminency, conveyed, I bl'lit•ve, the true 
wishes and intentions of the Knltlr Chiefs, and the plans they had 
proposed (at leust for ddiberntion). Part of this was that Xoxo a 
brother of Kreli, said to be prophesying, sent to Mo:-hesh for charms 
to make them strong in war, and it was added that FaJana, a Tembu 
Chief, meeting the messengers on their return, captun•J one of them 
and made him confess thi:,. Tho period, it will bo remembered, was 
that of the attempted alliance with the Fingos, when, according to 
the Chief Umkai's dying statement, war was inteudL•d, and when, 
according to other sources, alliances with the Tembus and with the 
Pondos were also sought after. 

9. On the 2nd June 18.j.S, I received information that a messenger 
had shortly before arrived at Ki·eli's, from Moshesh, urging the 
mh·antages and likelihood of success of a combination of the black 
raees against the white man. This information was received from a 
Counsellor of Kreli's, through another chiL•fs counsellor, from whom I 
have rPc<>ived nt other time!' correct infomiation. and who at the time 
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that ha gave this was prohaLly anxious to restore himself in our good 
opinion, he having been engaged with his Chief in a cnse of witch­
craft ending in a mim's death. It is further corroLoratcd uy his 
statements that he was ignorant of Krcli's answer, and that this 
answer was taken hack l1y Matomcla, son of Gocwcni, whom frvm 
various statemeuts we know to be Kreli's chosen messenger with 
MoshC'1>h. 

10. In March 18,iG I heard from the Free State that Moshesh was 
sC'nding, or about to i;end, mC'sseng.=>rs to Kreli. In April and May, 
while in the Pondo couutry beyond the Kei, I heard from Native 
sourecs that messengers from Moshe;;:h hn<l b;;en to Kreli and other 
ehi;;fs. induding Damas (Faku's eldest sou), who has authority over 
nll Poudos this side the l"mzimvulm, aud that as the ostensil,le nature 
of the vi~it of these latter messengcrR prcduded their going else­
where, they on their return lost tlwir wny, and did not find it again 
until tlwy had rem·hed the Great PliH'e of the Amal,aca. I have 
1:,inee heard from another and rolial,le sourc,e that Kreli about this 
time retl'iYed from Mu,;hc!<h Ly his return messeng-er l\latomela. sou 
of Gocmmi. 20 head of hang homed OX(•n, this being Moshesh's first 
prest>nt. to Kreli. That mes,;eugers passed at this time between the 
two chieh is again c-orrohorated by two reports reeei¥ed by Lieutenant 
General Sir James Jaekson in April 1856. one from British Kaffrnria 
and the other from near l\loshesh's c-ountry, Loth stating that Moshesh 
wonl..t join the Katfirs. 

These n•ports, th,mgh exaggerated as to the warlike spirit of the 
people and their preparation for war, conveyed, I h,_•lieve, like tho 
T,•mlm information of 18.j-t, the wishes and intentions of the leaders, 
and, though premature like the ex<'itcment among the Kaftir:i in 
September and Ottoher 18,H, they prol,al,ly grew out of rumours 
c·ons(•quent on these messages, or out of a partial oozing out of their 
purport and of that of May 1855. Lastly, as a fifth corroLoration is 
found another statement by a Fingo Chief's son on a ,·isit to Moshesh's 
country. that at the time I was beyond the Kei two different messages 
wore reeciwd l,y Moshesh from Kreli, through tho mes;;enger 
Matomela. 

11. Again a European from beyond the Kei, whose information 
I have at other times found correct, and who snys that this was 
ol,tained from a rdial,le source, states that 20 h.,w~emen urrinid at 
Krl'li's Great PI.we from Moshesh some time in August. and the same 
pers.>n al,.;o inforntl·cl me that somewhere n !,out S,.>ptemlwr or October, 
~;3 horse~ came down a~ pre~ents to the Bashce 1\,mbu Chiefo, the:;o 
heing pl'i>hal,ly interult•d as an indirect inclncement to t.hem to mako 
f'ommon cnnse with tlw nllit'S. and to h<>lp th<' ne;;ntiations for p<'aee 
which then or short!~· nftPrwar,b Wt'!'<' <>nt,'rPtl into hy Kn•li and these 
TP111hus. 
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12. About the middle of September Kreli stated that by order of 
the Prophet he was to send news of the great wonders that were to 
happen to Moshesh and other chiefs, and to tell them to kill also, and 
in accordance with this I have heard that Matomela was sent. 

13. By information derived by Mr. Austen, Superintendent Native 
Reserve, ,vittebergen, from two independent sources, it would seem 
that about the latter half of September, messengers came down 
secretly from Moshesh. Moshesh's letter of denial is dated the 6th 
October. It is therefore probable from this and the foregoing 
paragraph that at the very time of his denial Kreli's messengers were 
with him, and his with Kreli. 

14. Kreli's men also told Mr. Austen's Fingo informant that Kreli 
kept up a constant intercourse with Moshesh, and the reasons given 
were that "Moshesh is the Great Chief of all the Native Tribes, 
" because he is the only Kaffir Chief that has beaten the English, and 
" therefore they looked up to him.'' 

15. According to a very remarkable statement, made on most 
reliable authority, Matomela in the latter part of November 1856 was 
sent by Kreli to Moshesh, the belief being to ask for land away from 
the white man, so as to enable Kreli to combine with Moshesh, and as 
the statement further implies so as to be freed from encumbrance 
while fighting against us. 

16. Mr. Warner, the Tambookie Agent, also believes that a constant 
communication is carried on, although the secrecy with which it 
is done, and the secrecy maintained by all aware of it, is so great 
that he can learn nothing more definite than a report received from 
two distinct sources, who themselves fully believe it, that to avoid 
detection these messengers cross the mountains at the back of the 
Tembu country, and go direct to the prophet. Umjuza also, according 
to the Chief Toise, (though I should have doubted the truth of this, 
were the rest of the statement not confirmed in two particulars by 
subsequent events), stated in June 1856 that Kreli had frequent com­
munications with Moshesh of a nature hostile to us. 

17. The fact of intercourse thus established, its political intent 
cannot be doubted. The secrecy adopted, the circumstances of both 
chiefs, and the aims and tendencies of Kreli and the Amaxosas, as 
shown by their previous history, fully prove this, so also do the times 
and origin of this intercours8. The 1:<tealing of the horses of the 
messengers of 1850 by Sandilli's own relatives proves that the Ka.ffirs 
then expected nothing from Moshesh, and that these messengers had 
come down for their own puq1oses, and were probably considered as 
of those whom Gncela had formerly plundert>d. 

After, however, that Moshesh had sent to announce his encounter 
with us at Berea, Kreli by two, and it way be by more messages, 
commenced a close intercourse with him. In September 1854, when 
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the Fingo alliance was improvised, messengers, evidently official, were 
sent to Moshesh, as well as to other neighbouring chiefs. The 
purport of the message of May 1855 cannot be mistaken, though 
I am not aware of its immediate cause. 

18. But it is to the embassies of the early part of last year that 
I would particularly draw attention, for while these are the most fully 
proved, they are at the same time the most important. The generality 
of these embassies, they having been sent to all chiefs beyond the 
Kei, the frequency of those passing between Moshesh and Krell, the 
fact of Moshesh having for the first time made a present to Krell, and 
the secrecy observed, (for though so well corroborated, I have obtained 
but one proof within British Kaffraria, and that perhaps only because 
the man had a clue beforehand, and the Gaika Commissioner and the 
Tam bookie Agent, though they used. their utmost endeavours, have 
failed in learning anything of these or any later messages), all these 
things prove their importance, as do the two facts, first that at this 
time the Free State was preparing to attack Witsi, in which in their, 
and in Moshesh's, opinion he, the latter, would sooner or later be 
involved, and secondly that it was in May that the prophecies of 
Umhlakaza and his niece were first heard of in the Gcaleka country. 

19. I consider also that the proofs of constant intercourse, taken 
together with the periods of the rise and fall of the excitement 
among the Amaxosa Tribes being coincident with the approach of 
or delay of war in Moshesh's country, prove not only that the 
intercourse had reference to support in war, but prove, as does the 
precc,ding paragraph, that this excitement was in its origin political, 
and originated with Jtfoshc-sh and Krc,li. 

20. As noticed by Your Excellency in your message to Moshesh, the 
excitement among these Tribes continued to increase until early in 
August, when it declined, to revive again in September, the decline 
being coincident with the success of the expedition from the Free 
State against Witsi, with the non-involvement of Moshesh in it, and 
with the delay given by the Free State to Moshesh in certain questions 
pending between them, while the September re-excitement was 
coincident with the close of this delay, and it is further to be remarked 
that although the prophecies of Umhlaka.za were to have been accom­
plished at and after the full moon in July, and more certainly at the 
same period (16th) in August, and that although from the spread and 
increase of the excitement, the belief in their accomplishment at 
this last named period was so strong and general that for the first time 
the native workmen throughout the province left the public works 
on receiving their pay at the end of July, and though as the time 
drew nigh the Gaikas gave in, though as a body they had before 
disbelie~ed. Yet Kroli's expressed doubts and public message to the 
prophet, as to whether they should continue to kill, commenced at the 
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olo~e of July, and by the 11th of August the excitement and cattle 
killing had in a marked manner subsided among the Galekas, Gunu­
kwebes, and some of the Hlambi Tribes, who had all greatly followed 
the orders issued by the prophet and his abettors, and who after 
September continued to do so notwithstanding the many delays as each 
period of fulfilment drew nigh, I conceive that it is impossible that 
these things should have occurred had the delusion been merely 
fanatical. 

21. From September onwards the excitement was kept up by the 
• predictions of the prophet and the orders of the chiefs until the 

beginning of December, the moon of that month being named as the 
time of fulfilment. Accordingly as November closed in cattle killing 
increased over the whole country, and with it the excitement and 
expectation of a crisis. These things were noticed and reported as 
alarming in several locations, but the intentions of Krell and the 
perturbed state of the Natives generally are best shown by the state­
ments of the Chief Anta, half brother of Sandilli, of Kona, right hand 
son of Macomo, and by the report of a confidential conversation with 
Krell, all annexed to this lettflr, as well as by the statement of the 
prophet widely circulated throughout the countuy, that already the 
new people had destroyed the Geyser off the Kei mouth, as marking 
the pari passu march of events. 

I had the .following extract from a letter from a resident in the 
Free State, dated 25th November 1856: "Our political affairs are 
" now beginning to assume a much darker hue than hitherto, it has 
" transpired that at the last meeting of the V olksraad permission was 
"given to the President to declare W!Lr with Moshesh whenever he 
"liked, consequently we expected it about the 10th of next month 
"[full moon], as this is the time given by the last deputation to 
"Moshesh to deliver out all compenimtion claims, and which I have no 
" doubt he will be unable to comply with." 

22. Towards the middle of December there was a partial lull, but 
towards the close of the month it recommenced, an assembly having 
been convened at Butterworth by Krell, to which he had called the 
chiefs of British Kaffraria ostensibly to see these wonders appear. 

The excitement was further increased, first by a very widely spread 
rumour, and then by messengers from Krell to Umhala, Sandilli, 
Macomo, and the rest, that Moshesh had already received his cattle 
and the unbelievers been destroyed. 

At this meeting, however, delays were again sought, the prophet 
stating on the 4th of January that the moon of December had been the 
time appointed, but that as the unbelievers by non-obedience had delayed 
it the new people were now dispersed, but might perhap.s be re-called by 
the full moon (10th), or if not then at new moon on the 24th. Krell 
left Butterworth on the 5th, saying, as is reported on good authority, 
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that he could not remain, as some of them wished, until the 10th, as 
five messongers from Moshesh, and with whom he wished to talk, 
were then at his Great Place. On the 24th he returned to Butterworth 
to a meeting which he had convened of Galekas and deputies of the 
Chiefs of British Kaffraria. He left again on the 9th February, the 
excitement being kept up and increased during the whole of that 
time, and beyond the middle of February, by the strenuous exertions, 
as appears to me, of the prophet and of the chiefs. During this 
period it was still doubtful what would happen in Moshesh's country, 
and I believe it is still doubtful, although the cattle sent in by Moshesh 
have been provisionally accepted. How far the continuance of this 
provisional acceptance went towards inducing a belief in a peaceful 
termination I know not, but here the cattle being killed, and the 
sowing season ha\;ng pnssed away, the people became di~heartened at 
the constant delays, and I believe it was found impossible to keep up 
an excitement which had been prolonged through January and 
February only by the repeated orders of the prophet and chiefs. 

23. Since then we have heard that a meeting of Galekas was held 
at Kreli's Great Place, for the same ostensible purpose as before, but 
its influence was ncrt felt this side of the Kei. Apparently this last 
meeting was coincident with the news of some difficulties between 
the Free State and the Transvaal Boers. 

24. AB to the expectntion of aid from Moshesh, which the Kaffirs on 
this Frontier have had since the termination of the last war, it is 
unnecessary to do more than to allude to what Mr. Brownlee calls 
" the old Native reports of assistance from Moshesh." That it was also 
expected during the past excitement is evident. In September Kreli 
announced publicly that by orders of the prophet Moshesh was to be 
informed of what was going on, and, as above stated, he sent a 
messenger accordingly, and by this being bruited about drew public 
attention that way, as may be seen in a garbled statement of the 
Chief Jan Tzatzoe. 

Afterwards in December there was a wide spread report that a 
prophet had commanded Moshesh to kill his cattle, and that he was 
killing in consequence, followed immedintely after by a message from 
Kreli thnt Moshesh had nlrendy been rewardc-d and the unbelievers 
destroyed. This I have not placed among the proofs of Moshesh's 
intercourse with Kreli, as the latter may have forged it for his own 
ends. Early in December also an unconfirmed report got abroad that 
one of Moshesh's sons had come down in person to Kreli. And lastly 
the increased excitement resulting from the statement of a Galeka 
woman just returned from Basutoland, that Moshesh's army was 
already out, shows what was really expected, and towards whom thoy 
really looked. 

And I have now in conclusion, and after reviewing more fully than 
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I had done before the ·;arious matters adduced, to express my strong 
conviction that in this delusion which has caused so much and such 
prolonged excitement here, superstition was made a moans to a 
political end, and that end was combined war on the white races. 
That Moshesh has, at all events since the Berea, kept up a political 
intercourse with these and other Tribes, and that ho has favoured and 
by direct acts influonced this delusion and the acts of Krell and the 
other Chiefs, if he has not for his own purposes revived and by his 
suggestions attempted to bring into aetion the scheme of combination 
against us. 

If happily for us the course of events, and the self interests of 
the actors in them, and our continued neutrality, have so marred their 
plans that the chance of combination and its advantages are greatly 
lessened, and the distress of the Frontier Tribes (they having staked 
all on the casualty of war) is now so great as to lead to a hope that 
without war the Kaffir nationality and polity may be so injured as to 
lead to better results than we could heretofore have expected, and 
that if war occur it will be partial, ill-supported by the people, and of 
less duration, and be attended with greater and more decided results 
than any of our previous wars with these people. I have, &e., 

(Signed) Jom, MACLEAN, Chief Commissionor. 

E.1:tract from a Letter oftlie High Commissioner to the President of the Orange 
Free State . 

. King William's Town, ZOth March, 1857. 
I do not think it necessary to warn Moshosh ago.inst listening to Mr. 

Pretorius, as I have no reason at present to uelieve that he will in any 
way interfere in this matter. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

IJe1Jpatd1 from tlie Higlt Com111issio11a to tlie Secrdary of State for the 
Colo11i1·s. 

King ,villiam's Town, 25th March, 1857. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to enclose for your consideration the copy 

of a letter I have received from Colonel Maclean, the Chief Commis­
sioner of British Kaffraria, upon the subjed of the probable share 
which Moshosh has had in influencing the Chiefs in this patt of the 
country to act in the manner they recently have done, with the obvious 
intention of bringing ·on a war. 

2. As Colonel Maclean was in the best position for collecting in­
formation on this subject, I have from time to time tram,mitted to him 
such information regarding it as reached me. His letter must 
therefore bo regarded as em bodying the greater part of the evidence 
on which ruy groUllds of suspicion against Moshesh rest. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 
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.lAltw from tM Prea,d,mt of the Ora11ge Free State to the Chief M0&hesh. 
Bloemfontein, 20th April, 1857. 

G.REAT Cmu,-1 have yesterday received your letter of the 15th 
instant. I am rather surprised at the style and contents thereof, and 
feel a doubt whether the "niter took down your words as dictated by 
you. You t.ell me several things which my people of the Smithfield 
district are going to do, which you say you have upon undoubted 
authority. I would be glad to be informed who that authority is. 
I shall make enquiry into the things you mentioned and will let you 
know the result hereafter. I have a great deal to say in reply to your 
letter, but will not do so now, the more so as you have called in the 
British Government to arbitrate between us. I shall therefore await 
the reply of Sir George Grey in the hope that you will not fail to let 
me know it upon receipt. If you are really as sincere for a continua­
tion of peace between us as your repeated professions would lead one 
to suppose, and if those men who you call your chi@fs did not act in a 
manner which clearly shows a contrary disposition, there would be no 
fear of any breach of the peace; but as I have said I shall not now 
enter into all the subjects touched upon by you. Allow me also to 
ask you whether it is true that you have lately sent a. present of 
50 horses to Mr. Pretorius, the so-oalled President of the Transvaal 
Republic. A man named Holtzhausen from Natal made a statement 
on oath that on the 17th of March last ho met 6 Kaflire at the place of 
Marthinus Prinsloo, Vetrivier, who said that they were your subjects 
having 50 horses in their possession which they said was a present 
from you to Pretorius. • • 

(Signed) J. N. Bosuoi-·, President 0. F. S. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Chief Moalu1ah. 

Cape Town, 23rd April, 1857. 
GREAT CmEF MosHEsn,-In a letter which you wrote to me on the 

12th March last, you stated amongst other things that you were 
willing to submit the question of disputed territory between yourself 
and the Orange Free State to my arbitration, upon conditions which 
you named. 

I have not yet replied to your l&tter, because it embraced many 
subjects which required great consideration before I came to any 
determination upon them, but in the mean time I wish you to know 
that I have received a letter from Mr. Pretorius of the Transvaal 
Republic, dated 5th March last, in which he informs me as follows :­
" At the time of my visit to Bloemfontein on the 23rd February last, 
" I had also invited the Basuto Chief Moshesh to send an embassy 
" to me at that place, to which invitation he acceded. As that Chief 
" has constnntly been on friendly terms with us, it wa)I my object to 
"1188 my influence with him, and by my interposition to ea.use the 
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"restoration of the large nwnber of horses and cattle which have 
" been stolen by the petty tribes under him from my fellow inhabitants 
'' on this side of the Orange River, without having recourse to arms 
•· and unnecessary bloodshed. Moshesh shewed himself ready to make 
"this delivery and was likewise willing to give up a considerable 
" tract of land for our Burghers to reside 011. I would have considered 
"myself in a position to have made my fellow inhabitants then share 
" in this advantage, if I had succeeded in making an arrangement 
" with the Government of the Orange Free State. The Government 
•• of the Orange Free State have not up to this moment been able to do 
"anything with that Chief towards restitution of the stolen property."· 

Before I determine what steps I ought to take in reference to the 
territory disputed between yourself and the Free State, I wish to 
know what was the considerable tract of land which you were willing 
to give up to Mr. Pretorius for the Burghers of the Free State to 
reside on, as you make no mention in your letter to me of this offer on 
your part to Mr. Pretorius. From your friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letft>r from the Chief Ll'ht:11y1i to the La11ddrost of S111itltjit!ld. 
Koesberg, 12th May, 1857. 

Sm,-ln answer to your letter of yesterday Lebenya wishes to let 
you know that having been sick these last days he is unable to go to . 
you according to your call. But he is willing to send men as his 
representatives to seo the s1)oor of the stolen horses and cattle that you 
mention. in the meantime he begs to observe that ho cannot for 
obvious reasons take up the spoor and follow it further than the 
ground ho occupies with his people, he having no sort of authority 
whatever on those people who live beyond it, and it is a well known 
fact that in order not to be detected thieves lead stolen horses and 
cattle in such directions that the accusation of stealing may readily 
fall on others. 

Written in the name of LEDENYA. 

(Initialed) L. J. C. 

Letter from the Lamldrost of Smitlifield to the Chief Moshesh. 
Smithfield, 14den Mei, 1857. 

OPPERnoorn,-Ik heb u bij deze te informeren dat op den 5den Mei 
door uwe onderdanen gestolen zijn 31 beesten en 20 paarden van de 
plaatsen van Johannes Engelbrecht en J urie van Dijk over Caledon 
rivier. 

Hot spoor van de becstcn en paarden is door drie onzor burgers 
gevolgd tot aan de kraal van Klaas Letelle, en ik heb hotzelve per­
soonlijk afgelovord op don 12den aan Damon en Malgas, die deor 
Lebenya gezondon wa.ren om hetzolvo over to nomon. Lebenya hecft 
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eehter goweigord om redenen vermeld in eenen brief, waa.rvan de 
copij hierbij gaat, het spoor verder te volgen, en ik heb hem slechts 
met moeite kunnen overhalen om een brief aan Poshuli te bezorgen. 
Verder zijn nog, zoo als ik u reeds vroeger hob gemeld, 13 beesten en 
4 paarden van Jacobus Bester en Frans Cronje gestolen, waarvan het 
spoor mede gevolgd is tot aan de kraal van Klaas Letele, en door den 
Veldkornet II. Olivier aan Lebenya afgegeven ; daarenboven nog van 
John Drury 4 paarden, alsmede verscheidene andere diefstallen van 
vee, waarvan het spoor steeds in de richting van Vechtkop gaat. 

In het geheel zijn gedurende d.it jaar gestolen 140 paarden en 84 
beesten, waarvan het duidelijk is bewijzen dat uwe onderdanen de 
d.ieven zijn, daar niet alleen het spoor van d.it vee no. Kafferland gaat, 
maa.r verscheidene paarden en beesten aldao.r gezien zijn, zoo als 
blijkt uit de verschillende becdigde verklaringe welke hier ten kantore 
liggen. 

Lebenya ontkent dat eenige dezer diefstallen door zijn volk zijn 
gepleegd, maar zegt dat het alles door onderdanen van Poshuli is 
geschied of door volk dat dieper in woont. Uit het vorenstaande zult 
gij zelf zien dat bet zoo niet langer blijven kan, en heb ik u dus ie 
verzoeken een naauwkeu.rig onderzoek te laten doen en, overeen­
komstig het door u gesloten traktaat met den President dozes Staats, 
het gestolene met de d.ieven uit te leveren, of anders met de schade­
vergoed.ing daarbij bedongen. Want indien niet zu.lke maatre~elen 
door u worden genomen zal het kwMd hoe !anger hoe meer toenemen, 
dao.r de onbeschaamdheid der d.ieven thans reeds zoo hoog is geklom­
men dat zij niet eens eenige moeite meer nemcn, zoo als ,·roegl.'r door 
hen gedaan werd, om het spoor te verbergen. 

Ten slotte heb ik u nog te berigten dat van al de correspondentio 
door mij met u laatstelijk gevoerd, en van de toenemende moeijelijk­
heden welke uwe onderdanen mijne burgers aandoen, door mij aan 
Z. H. Ed. den Staatspresident zal kennis gegeven worden. 

(Geteekend) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Letter from tk Cldef llosheslt to Gorer11or Sir George Grey. 
Thaha Bosigo, 29th May, 1857. 

GREAT CmEF,-I have duly received your letter, but have not been 
able to answer it quiek, on account of au indisposition. Your com­
munication has pleased me much, by proving to me that you bl'liewcl 
the statement I had laid before you, and that you were trying to help 
us in the grievous affairs pending between us and the Boers. I 
understand, Sir, how you feel not pleased that it should be stated by 
Pretorius that I have made an agreement with him, purporting that I 
have given him a great portion of land, and that I have Lound myself 
hy him to bring out the Cattle and Horses claimrd by the Boers, 
should he (Pretorius) be listened to by the Free State Government. I 
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am very much astonished to hear of misgivings about me respecting 
things I know nothing of. 

Not long ago it was said that I was a party with Kreli and his 
people, and where there is a disturbance that it is me who makes it. 
I have written to you how I disclaimed all this, and I trust that you 
11.l'e now satisfied about it by what I have told you. 

Now it is stated that there is another affair between me and Pre­
torius, different to those about which I had written to you. Believe 
me, my master, when I say should it have been so I would have told 
you about this new thing; but no, I don't know those things spoken 
of by Pretorius. It is certain that formerly when the Government of 
the Queen ruled the Free State, Pretorius tried to have me on his 
side (Pretorius's father); he (the son) insists that I should deliver him 
a Document, stating that I have giYen his father a portion of my 
Land, but I have refused it to him. 

He called me when he came to Bloemfontein, saying that we ought 
to have a Conference together, that he had come to help us in the 
affairs of theft, lest there should be a war. 

As I did not well understand what he called me for, I sent out one 
of my sons to go and hear for me what Pretorius was saying. The 
things my son has reported to me are the following: "Boshof and 
Pretorius are not at peace together, it might be said that they hate 
one another. Pretorius has said, 'Go tell Moshesh that he must not 
trust Boshof, because he has invited me more than once to join him 
against Moshesh; the land is not Boshof's, it is my own father to 
whom the Chief Moshesh gave permission to live in this land ; diffi­
culties have arisen from speaking about the boundary line, let the 
Boere live at peace with the Basutos, let the boundary line question 
be abandoned.' Boshof has called me (Moshesh's son) asking,' What 
have you come for ? ' I have answered, ' Moshesh has sent me to hear 
what Pretorius had called him for.' Upon this Boshof has said, 
' Your father must not hear what Pretorius eays, Pretorius has long 
incited me to join with him against Moshesh to take away his land, 
but as for rue I say no, let there be no war, we are at peace with 
Moshesh.'" 

Such o.re, Great Chief, the things I know of. Pretorius has not 
asked from me a portion of the Land, and it is not me who can have 
begun sueh a thing with him. I do not understand where he will 
have found out what he says in his Paper (his letter to His Excel­
lency). For all that I am very thankful indeed that you have 
acquainted me with what he says, and asked me the truth of it. 

I must tell you a small bit of news. Last week messengers from 
Pretorius have arrived, they have hronght me one word only, namely, 
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"Our master and Boshof are about to make an end by war of the 
contest existing between them both." When hearing of this, I 
hastened to send a letter to Mr. Pretorius, beseeching him to arrange 
affairs by mouth, considering that the Whites are wise enough to 
settle difficulties without the assistance of guns. Oh ! my master, my 
heart ie full of grief, when hearing that the Boers might !hed blood. 

The Government of the Queen and the great Chiefs who have the 
management of English affairs stand always very high in my heart. 
And when I say, help me then, Governor Grey, I do so with great 
confidence, such as is the confidence of a son in his father. 

Thie letter comes from your friend, your true, yow· gra.teful friend, 
(Signed) MosHESH. 

E:dract& from a Letter of the Sttperintend~nt of tl,e Wittehergen Native 
Reserve to the Resident Magistrate of .A.liwal North. 

Wittebergen, 30th May, 1857. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to state for your information that a Mosuto 

named Shani, one of Monaheng's headmen, came to me the day before 
yesterday and stated that he was sent by Monaheng and Letelle to tell 

• me that Moshesh and Poshuli had sent their sons to take possession of 
their lands, and that those chiefs' sons had driven their cattle into 
their gardens which were all destroyed. ,vith which proceedings 
Monaheng and Letelle were not· satisfied, and that they had tried to 
make concessions with Moshesh and Poshuli, but that they had failed, 
and that under these circumstances they could no longer submit to the 
authority of those chiefs, and that Shani was sent by them to inform 
me of what had taken place, and to ask me for a place to sit. 

I told Shani that I much regretted their position, but that I had no 
authority to admit them into the Reserve without His Excellency the 
Governor's special permission, and that I could hold out no encourage­
ment for them to hope that their application would be favourably 
entertained by the Governor, and that I would rather advise them to 
submit to the authority of their own chiefs, that we had already a 
great· number of Sikonyela's Tribe, for whom we found it difficult to 
provide, and that there were still many of that Tribe constantly 
pushing themselves into the Reserve. But at the same time I would 
communicate their request to the Government, and wait instructions 
thereon. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN. 

Extract, from a Lett a of the Seeretary to tlie H(,1h Co111mis&iu111•r to tM 
Resident .Magistrate oj .A.liu:al North. 

Cape Town, 17th June, 18.57. 
I am directed to acquaint you that Ilis Excellency requests that you 
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will instruct Mr. Austen to inform the Chiefs Monaheng and Letelle 
that he does not sanction their being admitted into the Reserve. 

You are also requested to acquaint Mr. Austen that His Excellency 
desires that none of Sikonyela's people should be admitted without 
special application being made in each individual case to His Excel­
lency, and that until His Excellency's sanction to such application be 
received in writing no such admission within the Reserve be allowed. 

His Excellency considers it inexpedient to allow any such immigra­
tion into the Native Reserve, and I am to request that you will inform 
Mr. AUBten that His Excellency will hold him responsible that his 
orders upon this point are strictly adhered .to. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS, Sec. to H. E. 

Letter from tll8 Chiefa Mosnesh and Let~i8 to tn8 Resident Magistrate of 
.J.lizcal North. 

Morija, 17th June, 1857. 
MY DEAR Srn,-We, Moshesh and Letsie, let you know that a short 

time since Captain ,vallis came as a visitor to our country. As he 
was going back he intended to take a road over the mountains, 
Maluti, which is quite unpracticable, and because we feared that some 
misfortune might happen to him by way of the wild beasts and the 
Bushmen, who inhabit these regions, we dissuaded him to do so, and 
proposed him to pursue the road of everybody. However he did not 
follow our advice, and directed his steps towards the Malutis, and 
therefore we stopped him. He was stopped by Mognli the brother of 
Moshesh, who made him pay a horse. Now we let you know that we 
disapprove of what has been done by Mogali, notwithstanding ii 
may be considered as according to our custom of the land, to be 
applied to one of our subjents, but we wish it not to be applied 
to an Englishman. Now because Captain Wallis will not listen 
to us, we give him leave to go the way he likes, and should any 
accident happen to him we cannot be responsible for it. We have 
given him back his own horse, and further Letsie has given him 
another horse for the trouble Mogali occasioned to him, because he 
made him pay without our orders. We let you know this affair in 
case Captain \Vallis should have an interview with you, that you may 
be informed of it. 

For MosnESH and LETSIE, 

By order of the Chiefs, 
(Signed) FR. MAEDER. 

Letter from the British .J.gent to tn8 High Com111issio11er. 
Aliwal North, 20th July, 1857. 

MY DEAR Srn GEORGE GnEY,-1 enclose you a little Basuto gun­
powder, made in Moshesh's country on the borders of the Free State, 
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as is supposed by some of the deserters or other wandering white men 
living among the Kaflirs. 

Mr. Sauer, the Landdrost of Smithfield, who has been here a day or 
two, gave it to me to shew you, he has only been able to get a few 
pinches of it. 

The discovery was made by a Boer near to Koesbergen, who in 
trading lately for grain and produce with the Basutos found that 
brimstone was in great demand. This aroused his suspicion, and set 
him upon enquiring what they wanted the article for. At first the 
Ka.ffire pretended it was used for washing their sheep, but after some 
time, when they saw that the Boer was not to be deceived, they 
confessed that they were making gunpowder. The Boer, under 
pretext that he was far from the dorp and also too poor to buy, induced 
them to let him have a little, whic-h he immediately took to the 
Government office. 

Mr. Sauer told me this powder has been tried, and found to be very 
good, in fact of a better quality than a great deal of that which is 
procured in a damp, lumpy, and injured state from Colonial dealers, 
and a groat deal of which is almost unfit for use, having to be applied 
in almost double charges. I am, &c., 

(Signed) JoHN Buru.'ET. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Cl1ief Moshes/1. 
Cape Town, 27th July, 1857. 

GREAT CoIEF,-1 send you the copy of a law which has recently 
been made in this Colony, under the terms of which all Native 
Foreigners found wan de ring in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
without passes, are liable to be punished with imprisonment. 

2. The officers in the Colony who will give the required passes to 
your people are the Resident Magistrate at Aliwa.l North, or at 
Colesberg, but they will not give such passes to any of your people 
who do not produce a pass from yourself, or from some Missionary 
signed by your authority, stating where the bearer is going to in the 
Colony, what is the object of his visit, and that you are satisfied of 
the goodness of his intentions. Will you give the necessary warning 
on this subject to your people. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from the Speech of tlie Pre.~idmt of the Orange Free State at the 
opening of the E:ctraordi11ary Sessic,11 of the Volhraad, 11th .August, 1857. 

7. A third means employed by both the hostile parties against our 
State, is that laying ar<ide all christian and even human sympathy, they 
have not scrupled (in 11pite of all the forbearance and indulgence thus 
far displayed by this Government, from an anxious wish to maintain 
peace with all tho surrounding tribt>s) to instigate n heathen tribe to 
hostilities against their fellow-c hristians, and in one instance, even 
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against their fellow-countrymen and relations ; and although it must 
be mentioned to the credit of the Chief Moehesh, that he refused to aid 
Pretorius against this State, and has thereby merited your grateful 
acknowledgments, the other party have nevertheless succeeded in 
inducing him to break hie word and promise, repeatedly and positively 
pledged, to give indemnification for the stolen cattle, and that he has 
brought forward anew, and solicited the interference of His Excellency 
the Governor of Cape Colony, on the question of the boundary-line, 
which had been already decided during the British occupation, with 
his own consent and approbation. This you will find in the letter 
addressed by Moshesh to Hie Excellency, under date 12th February, 
1857. What answer he may have received is unknown to me. I am 
however inclined to think that His Excellency cannot have given him 
any encouragement, for I am unable to believe that the British 
Government will lend him and his people countenance and support so 
long as they continue guilty of constant robberies, and while they 
persist in and justify them on the pretext of any dispute or supposed 
injustice regarding the boundary-line, done to them under the former 
government. 

8. I have at the same time much pleasure in stating to you, that the 
Basuto Chief Moshesh appears to have at length adopted vigorous 
measures to check robberies on the boundaries of Caledon River District. 
His son Nehemiah hae delivered out some cattle and horses recently 
stolen, a-nd, as we learn, has caused the thieves to be smartly punished, 
as a consequence hereof, but few cases of cattle-robbery have in that 
quarter since occurred-a fact which tends to confirm the correctness 
of the opinion I imbibed immediately after coming hither, that it 
unquestionably lies within the power of that Chief to check and hinder 
cattle-robberies, and that provided he only will, he can just as easily 
find the means of doing so, as Moroko or any other native chief. 

Extrarta from a IJeapaten of tlw High Commissioner to tlw Secretary of 
State for tlw Colonies. 

Cape of Good Hope, 29th August, 1857. 
I also enclose copies of a correspondence which has passed between 

myself and the Chief Moshesh. That Chief's letter of 29th May last 
will be found to give an interesting account of the negotiations which 
have been carried on between himself and some of tho lending men of 
the Free State and Transvaal Republic. 

(Signed) G.GREY. 

Concerni11g Letuka, son of Morosi. 

January to April, 1858.-There is a quantity of correspondence 
between the Superintendent of the Wittebergen Native Reserve, the 
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Civil Commissioner of Aliwal North, the Command.ant of the Frontier 
Armed and Mounted Police, Inspector Gilfillan, the Secretary to 
Government, and the Governor, concerning the death of a Fingo named 
Litibi, who was accused by a witchfinder of having caused the sicknese 
of Letuka, son of Morosi. The man smelt out was thereupon tortured 
to death with Letuka's consent. Letuka was at the time living in the 
Reserve, and therefore in colonial territory. The Government con­
sidered it proper to arrest him and the witchfinder, and t-0 bring them 
to trial on a charge of murder ; but it was necessary to proceed very 
cautiously, as it was feared that Morosi would take up arms upon the 
apprehension of his son. In March a body of police was moved up 
to the Wittebergen, when Letuka and his adherents, being suspicious 
of danger, made their escape by crossing the Tees and taking up their 
residence at the kraals of M orosi. The matter then dropped.­
Compiler. 

Letter from N~hemiah Moshesh to the Landdrost of Smith.field. 
Beersheba, 23rd January, 1858. 

l(y DEAR SIR A.ND FRIEYD,-Your two letters of the 18th instant 
a.re come t,o hand, but being written in the Dutch· language, I fear I 
did not understand them well. In what concerns the horses you 
mentioned which have been seen at Poshuli's, the Hottentot who saw 
them must come and show me, because it has already turned out many 
times that the words of those who snid they saw were only vain words. 
It wonld b£1 too hard for me oo undertake an affair which I do not 
understand well. 

Concerning the affair of J aeon, I understand it well, and I have 
already made known to Mr. Olivier that he must drive the cattle of 
Jason away. I have sent that message to him many times. 

But the place in the Koesberg, I do not know which of them you 
mentioned, and to whom they are belonging. I know the place of 
W. Swanepoel that Moshesh gave it to him before Jason went there. 
Be so good and let me know the owners of the places in the 
Koesberg you refer to. Another thing that I should like to mention 
to you is that we should agree oogether that those Basutos who have 
no written permission to sell horses may be arrested and asked to 
prove that the horses they want to sell are their own property and not 
stolen horses. In many instances I have seen that the farmers 
purchased such horses from Basutos. They should ask them their 
certificate testifying that it is their own that they desire to sell. 
Further I wish that you would appoint a day that we can meet at 
Gu~tn,·us Fouchee, for I have many things to tell you that I cannot 
write. 

(Signed) N EIIEMIAH MosJIEsu. 
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Letter from Fieldcorne-t Van Rooyen to the Landdro,t of Smithfald. 
Blnnuwboschfontoin, lsten Februarij, 1858. 

MuNUEER,-Ik moet u melde dat Johannes Botha laat mij op de 
oogenblik report stuur dat ik mense moet stuur om hem uit te hnal, 
hij was in Kaffirlnnd, de Kaffirs heeft al zijn goed afgenome tot zijn 
zoon zijn baatje; ik verzoek als u blief hulp, anders zal wij verpligt 
wees en laat al ons goed en trek, ik blijf in goede verwachting. 

(Geteekend) J.C. VAN Roo1JEN. 

Extract, from the Speech of the Preaiilent at the opening of the Volh-raad 
of the Orange Free State. 

1st February, 1858. 
As regards our differences with the Basutos, I had the satisfaction 

on the occasion of your previous session of bearing favourable testimony 
on the subject of cattle stealing;· some new cases have, however, 
arisen since that time, as well as of infractions of the right of land 
and property, on the pa.rt of Basutos against hoers, as al.so constant 
contraventions of the pass law. 

From the complaints received by me on this subject, it will be 
perceived that there seems reason to a.scribe these proceedings to 
recent interference by Letsie, who has thought fit to counterwork his 
brother Nehemiah in his praiseworthy exertions. 

The Chief Moshesh has been ma.de acquainted with these circum­
stances by letter, and also personally by Fieldcornet Gustavus Fouche, 
who was as usual very favourably receivod, and came back the bearer 
of fair promises. 

On the owing compensation for stolen cattle, Moshesh has again, 
only very recently, delivered out -15 horses, and the plundered burghers 
are still vainly awaiting the fulfilment of his promises. 

E.rtrac.ts from the Minutes of the Volfaraad of tlie Orange Free State. 

3rd February, 1858. 
The Government Secretary now entered the Council Chamber, and 

communicated in the name of the President a letter received by express 
from the landdrost of Winburg, enclosing one from Fieldcornet 
Senekal, conveying information of some turbulent movements on the 
pa.rt of Kaffirs who had entered that district, and likewise a letter from 
the landdrost of Caledon River. 

After the Government Secretary had done reading the despatches 
regarding the Kaffir aggressions on the frontier line, Mr. Venter 
enquired of him whether the Government had received previous rel>Ort& 
to the same effect, which ho answered in the negative, 
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After some desultory remarks from different members, the pass law 
is read by the Secretary. 

Messrs. Wessels and Schnehage expressed their opinion that 
inasmuch as the territory of the State had been actually invaded, the 
intruding parties ought to be repelled by force of arms. 

It was now moved by Mr. G. du Toit, seconded by Mr. Strydom, 
and passed unanimously, that His Honour the President be requested 
to take the necessary steps to prevent such intrusions by the Kaffirs, 
and at the same time to apprise Moshesh of the measures to be 
adopted. 

The Chairman directs the Secretary to convey to His Honour the 
President the purport of this resolution. 

Letter from th8 Chief Hoah8ah to Fiellcornet G. Fouch8. 
Morije., 6den Februarij, 185~. 

Mx.JNHEER,-Ik heb van Frans Ramaberikoe gehoord dat gij wilt 
hebben dat hij moet van de plaats weggaan op die ik hem gezet heh. 

1k vraag U of dat Uwe meening is? 1k moet U hier aanmerken dat 
ik Frans op deze plaats gezet heb op Uw aanzoek. Hebt U klagten 
tegen hem, zoo wensch ik dat gij ze voor mij bTengt. 1k bid U 
daarom, mijnheer, U aan mij te wenden, en niet aan Frans. Mot 
mijne beste groetenissen. 

Merk X van Mosmmr. 
By order of the Chief Moshesh, 

(Signed) F. MAEDER. 

Letter from th~ Chief Letaie to tl~ Landdroat of Smithfi~U. 
Morija, 8sten Februarij, 1858. 

MmmEER,-De.ar zijn sommige van mijne menschen naar mij 
gekomen om zich te beklagen dat zij zijn op eene geweldige manier 
door de Boeren van hun post verdreven. De post van die ik spreek is 
deeskant Kaffir Kop. 

Zoude het Vrijstaat Gouvernement die streek lands zich toekomen, 
zoo heeft het die zaak met Opperhoofden van de Basutos regt te 
maken. en niet met de b!'!'!'-tenwachters. Joachim Talyard heeft 
mijne menschen gedreigd ze in deL naam van het Gouvernement dood 
te schieten en heeft sommige schroeven van hun roeren uitgehaald, 
die ik weder terug vrage. 

:Mijnheer Sauer wees toch zoo goed en la.at xnij weten of deze 
behandelingen van de e.anvoerders van uwe district over mijne 
nwnsrh,,u m,,t uwe g<)('dkeuring geschieden. 

(Geteekend) W:TSIE. 
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Lotter from tlui Chief Let11ie to Jfr. J. Lnbmcag,u. 
Morija, !Oden Februarij, 1858. 

MIJNREER,-Sitleko en zijne menschen zijn naar mij gekomen om 
ze te beklagen dat de boeren ze plagen op hunne posten waar bun 
vee weidt. Th: verlang van u, mijnheer, om te weten waarom dat 
geschiedt. Zoudt gij dit land overkant de rivier Caledon u toekennen, 
zoo is dat eene zaak die u met de opperhoofden van de Basutos hebt 
regt te maken en niot met de beestenwachters. Th: hoop dat u mijne 
menschen niet verder zult plagen. 

Mark X of LETSIE. 

Letter from tk La11ddroat of Smithfield to th~ Chief Letau. 
Smithfield, llden Februarij, 1858. 

KAPITEIN,-Uw brief van den 8sten dezer is mij heden ter hand 
gekomen, waarin gij klaagt dat de V eldcornet Talyard met eenige 
boeren sommige van uw volk op eene geweldige wijze van hunne post 
van Kaffers Kop verdreven heeft. 

In antwoord heb ik te dienen dat uw volk zich nedergezet heeft 
of de plnatsen waarvan de eigenaars behoorlijke grondbrieven 
van het Engelsche Gouvernement hebben verkregen, en na herhaal­
dolijke kennisgeving aan uw volk om van de plaatsen te vertrekken, 
hetwelk zij weigerden te doen, heh ik bet noodig geacht den Veld­
cornet te gelusten hen te vordrijven. 

Indien er eenige kwostie omtrent bet eigondomsrecht van die 
gronden mogt bestaan, dan moet dozelve volgens traktaat, aan 
Moshesh, den Opperhoofd der Basuto natie, en aan Z. H. Ed. den 
Staats President gesubmitteerd worden, die alleen bevoegd zijn 
daaromtrent regt te spreken, derhalvG hebt gij verkeerd gehandeld 
plaatsen waarover nimmer eenige kwestie is geweest op eene wille­
keurige wijze door uw volk te laten betrekken, en mij dan naar 
Moshoflh te wijzen om het regt van eigendom te doen beslissen. 

Th: heb aan te merken dat bet Vrij Stant Gouvernement uw vader 
Moshesh als Groot Opperhoofd der Bo.auto natie erkend, govolgelijk 
hen ik alleen genegen met hem omtrent lands kwestien of andere 
gewigtigo zakon te onderhandelen, en hen dus van gevoel dat uwe 
bemoeijenissen in deze onrogt zijn. 

Aangaande bet dreigomont door den veldcornet om uw volk dood te 
schieten, heb ik niots gehoord en ik goloof zulks niot; indien er echter 
gedreigd werd, dan is zulks zeker goschiod omdat uw volk in het 
begin geweigert heeft de plaatsen te verlaten. 

Omtrout de echroeven die gij klaagt uit de geweren van uw volk 
genomen te zijn, znl ik ondorzoekon, en indien zulks bet geval is, zal 
ik dezolYe na Molitsi zcnden. Tc'n slotte hob ik u te Yerzoekon mij te 

V 
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informeren wat van den dief Jan en bet paard dat hij van den Heer 
Schourmann gestolon heeft geworden is, gemelde Kaffir bovindt zich 
volgons een vroeger van uw ontvangen berigt, bij uwen kraal; het is 
inderdaad vreemd dat gij den dief met het gestolen aiet uitlevert of 
mij er over-echrijft. Uw antwoord hierop verzoekende, blijf ik, enz., 

(Oeteekend) J. SAUER. 

Letter from tJ,~ Chief Poalmli to Fieldcornet FourM. 

Vechtkop, 13den Februarij, 1858. 
MTN GROOTE VnIEND,-Ik boor dat u belooft om mijn volk weg te 

drijven van de plaats van den beer Jan de Winnaar. 1k verstaat u 
niet, of wat spreekt u? 1k zal niet mijn volk daar weg neem bevoor 
dat mijn broeder Moshesh aan mij zegt dat ik moet daar met mijn 
volk weg. 1k wil dat niet doen. 1k wil boor of waar is de lijn van 
do grond van de witte menschen en de Basutos. 1k boor dat u zelf 
wil overkom. U kan overkom. 

(Octeekend) De opperhoofd Posuuu, 
De broeder van Moshosh. • 

Letter from Nehemiah Moahuli to the Landdroat of Smitl,jield. 
Elandsberg, 15th February, 1858. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, -I have just received an answer from my father 
to your letter about the horses. I transcribe it here for you :-

" 0 men of the Volksraad and your chosen ones of your Council! 
"I know myself that we are come far too short of the fixed number 

" of horses. But I say have pity on me, and see with mercy how 
" I bound myself on your account for the sake of peace. Gentlemen 
"of the Volksraad, you all read the Scriptures, look and notice where 
" it is said that God sent his only Son into the world to die for 
"sinners. This was done through the mercy of the Father. I, 
" gentlemen, had one only son, and I sent him to you. Care for him; 
" he is the only son who has learnt your language and therefore most 
" useful to me, and I have deprived myself of him on your behalf. 
"I have given my blood and my soul. Therefore I say continue 
"to care for him. Farther I praise you, Mr. Sauer, and I say let 
" there be peaee. Since you have been chosen for the Landdrost 
"of Smithfield I have had nothing to complain of concerning your 
"administration, and I say may God strengthen you to do everything 
"in justice.-! am, MosHESH." 

These are the words which he Moshesh bids me send to you when 
he received your letter about the horses, and which you requested me 
to send to him that he might know you hnd accepted of them. 

(Signed) NEHEMIAIT Mosm:su, 
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Letter Jhn11 tlw Presi<Unt of tlie Orange Free Stale to the Chief Moslw1A. 

Bloemfontein, 15th February, 1858. 
GREAT CmEF,-1 am desired by the great Council of the Country 

(Volksraad), now assembled in thiA town, to inform you that they have 
heard with regret that you have not succeeded Rince January 1857 to 
deliver out more than 45 horses in further payment of the promised 
compensation for stolen horses. 

The Raad was glad in August last to learn from me that you had 
taken steps for effectually putting a stop to thieving on the borders of 
the Caledon River district, and hoped that the praiseworthy exertions 
of your son Nehemiah would have been duly supported, but from 
information now obtained it would appear that be is actually opposed 
by his elder brother Letsie. 

The Rand bas also heard with grief the reports of the violent 
conduct of your people on the borders of the Caledon River, Winburg, 
and Harrismith districts, in forcibly taking possession of farms 
belonging to our people, which in many instances have been built 
upon, cultivated, and occupied years ago, and further in disregarding 
the laws of this country by overrunning the land with numerous bands 
of from 300 to 500 men, armed and mounted, and wantonly destroying 
the game, leaving large numbers of them to rot in heaps, and by such 
conduct to disturb the peace and tranquillity of those parts. 

The Raad has always been willing to believe in the sincerity of your 
professions of preserving the pence between this State and your people, 
and has been at last forced to the conclusion that you are not supported 
by many of your under Captains and their followers, and that it has 
become our duty to come to your assistance in punishing them 
whenever such conduct as above stated shall be repeated, as well as in 
the recovery of stolen property. 

The Raad requests you to warn those chiefs that henceforth cattle 
stealing, and more particularly the intruding upon any pa.rt of this 
State by armed bands £or whatever purpose or upon any pretence 
whatever, without permission previously obtained, will be regarded as 
acts of open hostilities, and that measures will be taken to punish such 
parties and their chil'fs in such a manner as to teach them to respect 
the rights of our Bw·ghers and the i,eace of our territories. 

In doing so, however, the Raad does not mean to disturb the good 
understanding which exists between you and us, and trusts that you 
will not support in any way those Chiefs who have acted or may here­
after net in flat contradiction with your own orders. 

No further warning will be given. 
I remain, Great Chief, your friend, 

(Signl'<l) J. BosnoF, President Orange Free State. 
V 2 
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Lettw from thd Chief Leuid to thd Landdro,t of Smithfoltl. 
Morija, l 7den Februarij, 1858. 

Mmra:uR,-Uwe brief van den I Iden Februarij ontvangen heb­
bende, zie ik er uit dat u alleen genegen zijt met mijnen vader, 
Moshesh, omtrent land kwestien en andere gewigtige zaken te onder­
handelen, ik zal daarom niet op uwen brief antwoorden, buiten op 
het laatste punt hetwelk mij bijzonders aangaat. 

Aangaande de dief Jan, zoo heb ik u te imformeren dat ik naar 
het ontvangst van uwen brief over zijne affairen, order gegeven 
heb om hem met bet gestolen paard naar Smithfield te brengen, 
maar dat hij in den nacht de& zelfden dags met zijn paard ver-
1,trooijd is ; ik het er spijt over, en laat bet tot uwe beslissing mij 
te zeggen wat ik te doen heb om u te bevredigen. 

( Geteekend) LETSIE. 

Letter from Nehemiah Mosl,eah to the Land-drost of Smithfield. 
Botheta, 21st February, 1858. 

MY DEAR FRIEND,-! have heard in your letter of to-day what 
you teJl me of Poshuli. I am now starting to go and ask him what 
he intends to do with his band of armed men. But I say Poshuli 
does it by stupidity as an ignorant man who knows nothing. I say 
farther that Moshesh must of all necessity be made acquainted with 
it. Now I pray you, my dear friend Mr. Sauer, to tell the farmers 
not to act as though they were seeking for war. Do not let them 
go to Poshuli, for I am certain that Poshuli will not go to the farmers 
to molest them on their farms so long as they keep peace. 

(Signed) NEHEMUH MosuEsn. 

Letter from thd Landdrost of Smithfield to Nehemiah Moakesh. 
Smithfield, 21st February, 1858. 

CAPTAIN,-! have to inform you that I have received an express 
from Commandant H. Weber this moment to the effect that Poshuli 
has entered the Free State, with an armed force, for the purpose of 
invading our State and to murder and plunder our peo11le. There 
is no doubt of Poshuli's hostile intentions. I have therefore to request 
you to render such assistance to Commandant Weber as may be in 
your power, and also to warn such of your people as may ho unwilling 
to join either party to keep them!!elves strictly neutral, and not to give 
the Free St~te people any trouble. 

Trusting that you will show your attachment to our Government in 
rendering every assistance in your power to punish that refractory 
petty chief Posbuli and his robber hand, and that you will carry o~t 
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the instructions of your father Moshesh to tiecure peace and tranquillity 
on the border, I remain your sincere friend, 

(Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Letter from the Landdrost of Smitlifield to GoveNU>r Sir George Grey. 

Smithfield, 21st February, 1858. 
HoNOURABLE Srn,-I respectfully beg to state for Your Excellency's 

information that it has been rumoured here for the last fourteen days 
that Posuli, a petty chief of the Basutos and brother to the chief 
Moshesh, premeditated an attack upon the Free State, and that 
information reached me this morning from Commandant Weber, that 
the said chief Posuli has actually crossed the border with an armed 
force, taken up his position on a farm of a bw·gher of this State, and 
challenged some of our people who were out patrolling. 

From this circumstance, and from other sources of information, I 
have not the least doubt of the hostile intentions of a great portion of 
the Basutos towards us. 

My object in thus addressing Your Excellency is to acquaint Your 
Excellency that I have heard from reliable sources that Morosi, a petty 
chief residing on the colonial side of the Orange River, at the Witte­
bergen, has sent some of his people through the river to the Free 
State side, undoubtedly for the purpose of aiding Posuli against our 
State, and to murder and plunder our people ; and as we consider 
'Morosi a British subject, or at least a resident on the borders of a 
British colony, I most respectfully request that Your Excellency will 
co.uso the matter to be investigated, and to adopt such meo.suros as 
Your Excellency may deem advisable to prevent the interference of 
Morosi with affairs in the Free State. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Letter from the Cliief Lehenya to the Landdroat of Smithfield. 
Koesberg, 22sten Februarij, 1858. 

M1JNUEER,-Ik boor dct menscheu zeggen dat ik heb Poshuli 
geroepen ten einde oorlog te maken. Ik heb maar ocn woord aau 
UEd. te zeggcn, dnt het is niet waar, on als meuschen zoo zeggen het 
is mij te achterklappen. Ik had Poshuli laten weten wat is geschied 
toen Gustavus Voosee bij mij was geweest; ik heb niets meer gedaan. 
Ik kan maar zeggon dat ik dezelfde jegens UEd. ben als ik altoos 
geweest ben. Ik bPn, uw vriend. 

GeFrhrevPn in den naam van LEnE.~Y.\. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



• 294 D.\SUTOL.AND RECORDS. 

Letter from the Goi-cmmc11t Secretary, Orange Free State, to tlw L1111ddro~t 
of Winburg. 
Bloemfontein, 23eten Fcbruarij, 1858. 

WEL En. HEER,-Namens Z. H. Ed. den Staats President heb ik 
UEd. te berigten dat er op heden per Expresse van den Landdrost 
van Smithfield rapport is gekomen dat de Kaffer Poshuli, genssish>erd 
door Morosi, met een Commando binnen onze greuzeu is getrokken, 
en dat Letsie op een ander gedeelte ook met ecn Commanuo klaar 
ligt. 

De grensbewoners van Smithfield zijn teruggetrokken, en Com­
mandant W eher is met een klein gewapende magt tegen Poshuli 
uitgetrokken, en vrangt om hulp. De beer Sauer hecft al do man­
schap van zijn district laten op commanueeren, en de Staats President 
heeft met verlof van den Hoog Ed. V olksraad de Landdrost van 
Fauresmith aangeschreven om zooveel mnnschappen als hij immer 
op de been kan krijgen, naar Smithfield te zenden, terwijl de Land­
drost van Bloemfontein is belnst een andt'r Commando van omtrent 
300 man van hier bovenzij Moroko door af te zeuden, manr zoodat 
die zich in communicatie stellen kan met de commando van Slllithfield, 
of Letsie en Moshesh bedreigen. Het is te vrezen dat wegcns de 
zware droogte een groote tekortkomiug ziu plants vinden aau do 
kant van Fauresruith en Bloemfontein, daar de meeste meuschen 
met hun vee zijn weggetrokken. Z. H. Ed. verzoekt UEd. derhalve 
om onverwijld uit een of twee van uwe veldcornetschappen, van 
die menschen die naast aan dit district grenzen, als bij voorbeeld 
Onder Vet Rivier en Onder Zand Rivier, zooveel mannen als maar 
immer gemist kunnen worden te laten op commanderen, en zich 
bij de commando van Bloemfontein te voegen, anders zal die veol 
te zwak zijn. 

Voorts gelieve UEd. den district een derde Commando op te roepen, 
kan het ziju van minstens 400 man sterk, om uanr de grenzeu van 
uw district op te trekken de bewegingen van de vijand gade te slaau 
en hem terug te houden van hulp aan de Kaffers te vcrlemen die 
tegen Smithfield optrekken, of om offensive maatrcgden te nelllen. 

Laat de mannen goed voorzicn zijn van wagens, teuten, bijlcn, 
graven, pikken, en uitgerust zijn van kost en slagtvee voor minstens 
zes weken. 

De President heeft heden een korten brief van Moslwsh in antwoord 
ontvangen op zijn brief waarvan ik UEd. copij toezend, beloo,·en<lo 
in de aanstaande week zijn zoon Joane t~ Bloemfontein te zullen 
zenden. 

Het kan zijn dat Poshuli en Letsie zich alleen in vijandelijkheid 
11tellon, en dat Mo8hesh en de andere Kapiteins zich danrruede niet 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1858] ll.\Rl'TOLAXD RECORDS. 295 

zullen inla.ten, doch het algemeen gevoelen is dat het een afgesproken 
zaak is, en het dus raadzaam is dat wij op onze hoede zijn. 

(Geteekend) J. W. SPRUIJT, Gouv. Sec. 

Letter from the Chief Letsie to Fieldcomet G. Fouche. 

Morija, 25sten Februarij, 1858. 
MtJNJJEER,-Toen ik van sommige van mijne menschen gehoord heb 

dat een gedeelte van de burgers van don 0. V. Staat zich in de nabij­
heid van don Koesberg vergadert, zoo wensch ik van u te hooren 
waarom en waartoe zulks geschiodt. HebbAnde van u vernomen nog 
niots officieel, verwacht ik dat gij er ons mede bokend Jlld4kt. Uw 
vriend. 

(Geteekend) LETSIE. 

Letter from the Chief Lebenya to the Landdrost of Smith.field. 
Koesberg, 25th February, 1858. 

SIR,-1 duly received your letter of the 18th instant by which you 
require me to remove at once people of mine who live on the farms of 
Messrs. Louw, EngPlbregt, Piet du Toit, Piet SwanepoeJ, Jan de 
Winnaar, and Hendrik Swanepool, in answer to which I bt>g to state 
that there are no people of mine living on several of the farms you 
mention, for instance on Jan de Winnaar' s. I do not know of any 
farms belonging to Messrs. Louw and Engelbregt, 11or e,·on who are 
these alleged owners of them. I am told that one Mr. Engelbregt 
puts a claim on a locality where Mr. Kota. Swanepoel had been 
allowed formerly to reside for a time. The said locality, however, was 
neither given nor sold to him, nor alienated in any way, but merely 
lent to him, and in consequence I do not acknowledge to him any 
right to dispose of it in favour of Mr. Engelbregt. And finally I beg 
to remember you that according to an agreement made at Smithfield, 
in October 1855, between His Honour the President of the Free State 
and Moshesh, the Chief of the Basutos, no people living -on the 
frontiers are to be removed from the localities they occupy, unless 
it be by mutual consent of the said uppermost authorities. 

Mark X of WENYA. 

Letter from Fieldcomet Va,, Rooyen to the Landdroat of Smith.field. 
Blaauwboschfontein, 26sten Februarij, 1858. 

MuNDEER,-Ik heb op dit oogenblik vernomen van mijn spioen dat 
Poshuli en Nehemiah gister raad gehouden hebben en Poshuli rjn 
kommando legt klaa.r aan Vechtkop. Zijn vee is weg naar Taha 
Nchu. Lebenya is de overbrenger aan Poshuli dat wij voor een 
een kommando klaar maken. 

(Geteokund) J. C. VAN Roon:.~. 
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Letter from tl1e S1perinte111lmt of the Wittebrrgrn ]{afire Re.~erve to the 
Reaitknt Mflgistrate of .A.Uu:al North. 

Wittebergen, 27th February, 1858. 
MY DEAR MR. BURXET,-This morning I heard from Booy, one of 

my Fingo headmen upon whom I can depend, that on Wednesday last 
Morosi crossed the Orange River with a very considerable force. 
Booy says they commenced going through in the morning and con­
tinued to dribble through until night, and that two of the Tambookie 
chiefs Tyali and Qilias' men had also gone over with Morosi, and that 
Booy' s men say that th1:>y asked the reason of the commando going 
through, and they were told that Letsie was going to circumcise a 
number of his boys, and that he had called Morosi to be present with 
his men. This is, I believe, customary, but in this instance I fear it is 
only an excuse made to deceive the Boers, and it is my firm opinion 
that there is a general muster of all the Basuto force against the 
Boers ; and it now becomes my duty to gh-e you this information 
without delay, with a view that you will lose no time in forwarding 
this intelligence to His Excellency the Governor, as I consider that 
matters have now taken a decided turn, and that this frontier is in 
very imminent danger, and that I think some provision ought to be 
made towards the defence of this border, as in case the Boers should 
meet with any reverse in the first instance, that would have a very 
unfavourable effect upon those Natives who up to the present time in 
the upper part of the Reserve may be true to the Colony. I am 
inclined to this opinion from the fact that I have also heard this 
morning of two thefts that have taken place at the kraals of some 
Tambookies residing at the neck beyond Sterk Spruit, whose kraals 
have been entered during the last few days, and the property has all 
been traced through the Orange River, and the owners are told that 
their property is stolen and will continually be stolen because they 
have regist£red themselves as British subjects, and no property has 
been stt>len from those Natives who have not given in their names 
here ; I think the present a very critical time, and I hope y~u will 
take such steps as you may think most advisable under the present 
circumstances. 

(Signed) Jxo. AusTE.',, 

Letter from Pa11l11~ Jloperi to tl,e Lrmddrost of TVinburg. 

Mpokuani, 28th February, 1858. 
l{y DEAR FRIE.'m,-1 am Paulus Moperi, and subscribe myself your 

servant and true friend. The last time I visited Winburg I went 
to bid farewell to your lady just a few wiuutos before I left the town 
and I told her, "When your husband comes back from his journey, 
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tell him, if you please, your friend Mopo1i says thus : " Oh ! my 
friend, be a mother to the Basutos, and feed them as a mother is 
accustomed to feed her children, and help them as a father is wont to 
do towards his sons." I am not at all doubtful, my dear friend, about 
the affection with which you do love us all, and I hope we will always 
continue in friendly communications. 

You are aware that I am living on the frontier and not very far 
from Winburg, and I must confess it, I begin to get uneasy in 
my mind on account of the farmers going into laagers. Do then the 
farmers fear me? Did they hear somewhere that I was going to 
murder them, or even to annoy them in their own houses? Never, 
my good mastllr, never did I give occasion to my neighbours tho 
farmers, the least occasion to fear anything of the kind. However, 
I am quite surprised that they should act in such a hostile manner 
in the District of Winburg. 

They say among the white people that my brother Poshuli has 
been doing some injury to the farmers in the Caledon district. They 
say moreover that Letsie has marched to Smithfield! Oh my master, 
will you believe me if I tell the truth of my heart. Those news I 
heard them first from Basutos that were returning from the Free 
State, and afterwards I heard something from people coming from the 
interior of our country, but I must tell you, and I hope you will 
believe me, even at this moment I have had no official information 
from Moshesh, or any other Chief, even at this very moment I give no 
credit to any of those rumour&, and I am at home perfectly in Peace. 

Supposing, however, there might be some foundation in all those 
rumours about the state of things in the district of Smithfield, I would 
not recommend hurrying and precipitation as remedies to the evil. 
Are we not men ? As for my own part, I do wish to act manly, 
and I hope I will never deviate from this principle. Even if there 
was a great war in the Caledon district, I would not think of going to 
commit murder on innocent women and children, while they are in 
their own homes. I can a~sure you, I do not like war, not that I am 
a coward, but I believe that man disgraces himself by going to war. 
,Vhy is it that our Divine Creator did endow men with reason and 
understanding? Is it in order that he should settle differences and 
lawsuits by this principle, the right of the strongest is the best, or 
this other, the gun and the swords are much better than the Councils 
of wise men? And if there is no remedy, and we must needs have a 
war, let us go slowly about it. Let us advise one another of the 
eTents which are at hand, and although I am not Moshesh, I venture 
to pledge my word and my honour, and to declare that we shall give 
all the Farmers of the Free State sufficient time to go into laagers and 
to prepare themselves to war. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



298 D.·\Sl'TOLA:XD l!ECORDS. [1858 

But if Poshuli has been guilty, which I do not at all yet know, 
we ought to arrange matters by word of mouth, and if after this 
trial we could not agree, then we might go to war. But let the 
war be declared, for it is only Bushmen that work and destroy 
clandestinely. Let us then the whole of us act like sensible men and 
civilised nations. 

How can the Boers think that there is any wisdom in the steps 
they are taking? Their going into laagers is to us an indication 
of war, and I am afraid that if they do attack us, I am very much 
afraid, say I, that all the Basutos may be pushed forward by a 
spirit of frenzy, and that they might fall on the laagers. Oh ! my 
dear master, this I would not like to see, I abhor war and if it is 
necessary that it should take place, I hope it may be carried on 
with moderation. We are all men and lot us then also net like men. 

Now I say: Don't £oar us, for we wish to act manly, let the farmers 
go back to their houses with their families, and let us all try to come 
to some good understanding. 

I have spoken to my friend Mr. Howell with all sincerity, and 
the friendly and hospitable manner in which you treat me whenovor i 
visit Winburg makes me believe that you will, even on this day 
of affliction, consider me as a friend, and believe me. 

Be so kind as to present my best respects to your lady, and to 
all the farmers in your district, for I nm the friend of you all and 
especially Yours, 

(Signed) PAULUS MoPERI. 

Lettw from t1!4 Chief Posliuli to the Landdrost of Smithfield. 

Vechtkop, lstcn Maart, 1858. 
W AARDE, GEACIITE, LIE}'IIEBDE?n>E VRIE1'-n.-Ik heb u te meldcn dat 

Nehemiah Moshesh mij geschreven heeft dat u mij noodig heoft om 
mij te spreken. Neem het mij niet kwalijk dat ik niet zelf over kom, 
want de witte menschen kunnen mij niet verdragen. Maar ik zend 3 
volk van mij, genaamd April, Afrika, en Hermanus, om te luisteren. 
Ik weet niet of ik zoodanig onregt aan de witte menschen gedaan heb, 
of zij kwaad zijn dat ik een jagtpartij gednan heb bij de kant van den 
heer J. 0. van Rooyen, maar geloof mij wanneer wij hebben zware 
droogte gehad en dan doen wij zoo om regen te krijgen. U kan bij 
de Basutos vragen of dit do waarheid is of niet. Mijn vriend, ik weot 
niet van oorlog, en ik weet nict waarom ik oorlog moet muak togen de 
witte menschen. De witte menschen beschuldig mij dat i-k 3 paarden 
gcstolen heb. Diezelfde paarden zijn gevonden bij de Opperhoofd 
Lebenya. Ik hoor dat de paarden den beer W. Voesee toekomt. Als 
iets uitgevonden wordt dan wordt ik beschuldigd, daarom zeg ik mij n 
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naam is niet goed onder de witte menschen. Mijnheer, ik verlang 
naar vrede. 

(Geteekend) Den Opperhoofd PosnULI. 

Letter from Fieldcomet Van Rooym to th~ Landdrost of Smdhfield. 
Blaauwbosehfontein, 2den Maart, 1858. 

M1JNTTEER,-Ik moet u melde dat van nacht mijn spioen gekom is, 
een heel partij Kaffers na Lebenya en Letsela zijn komendo is aan 
komme, hulle zal van avond op de plaas van J. Dewennaar wees, ook 
zeg mijn spioen dat de Kaffers wil op ons een aanval doen, mijnheer 
ik is hier geheel zwak, ik kan niet naar Vleispruit kom, ik ziet gevaar 
voor de arme grens menzen waar ik een van is. 

~Geteekend) J. C. VA.'i RooYEN. 

Letter from tlw Landdrost of Winhurg to Pattlia .Jloperi. 
Winburg, 2nd March, 1858. 

MY DEAR FRIEND,-! am in receipt this evening of your express of 
February 28th and to which I reply as follows:-

With respect to the farmers going in laagers, the conduct of Poshuli 
and Letsie and Morosi, according to my view, justifies such pro­
ceedings on our parts ; at the same I have to observe that the conduct 
of your people and Molitsane's lately in this district appears to me of 
a friendly relation. 

I am an old warrior Moperi, and have seen much of war. I hate it, 
and wish earnestly that it can be avoided. My Government is a 
civilized one and will act as such. I have nothing before me 
declaratory of any war with Moshesh or against any Chief, nor have 
I any orders to act on the aggressive. 

The Free Staters have not entered into laagers out of fear. Can the 
men who destroyed the mighty Dingaan, the King of Kings, and his 
disciplined armies, who drove the terror of the West, Umsilekatse, 
into a far country, who exterminated Witsi, fear the Basutos? 

,vith you, my friend, I hate war and its attendant horrors. I have 
seen much blood.shed in my time. I have no desire to see more flow, 
and I hope that the difference& which have arisen about the a~gres-
11ions on the part of certain Basutos may be ainicably settled. I shall 
send your letter to my Government, who may direct me to send you an 
official reply. I am, &c., 

(Signed) JAMES HowELL, Landdrost. 

Letter from the .Acting Secretary to the High Comt1iiasio11~r to the 
Landdroat of Smithfield. 

Government House, Cape Town, 3rd March, 1858. 
i:irn,-His Excellency the High Commissioner desires me to 
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acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, reporting 
that Posuli, a petty chief of the Basutoe and brother of Moshesh, 
premeditated an attack on the Free State, and that you had received 
information from Commandant Weber that Posuli had actually crossed 
the border with an armed force, taken up hie position on a farm of a 
burgher of the State, and challenged some of the people ; that from 
this circumstance, and other sources of information, you had no doubt 
of the hostile intentions of a great portion of the Basutos. 

Also that you had learnt from reliable sources that Morosi, a petty 
chief residing on the colonial side of the Orange Rh·er, at the ,vitte­
bergen, had sent some of his people through the river to the Free 
State side, undoubtedly for the purpose of aiding Posuli against the 
State, and requesting that, as Morosi was considered a British subject, 
or at lea;;t a resident on the borders of a British colony, His Excellency 
would be pleased to cause the matter to be investigated, and that 
measures might be adopted to prevent the interference of Morosi with 
affairs of the Free State. 

I am directed by Hie Excellency to acquaint you that he cannot 
acknowledge Morosi as a British subject, that his residence within the 
colony is unauthorized, and that had he continued to reside in the 
colony, he would have been removed from it when a fitting opportunity 
offered. I have, &c., 

(Signed) JOS. RIVERS. 

Concise Minutes of a Meetin9 holdm at the desire of the Captains Nehemiah 
Moshesh a11d Poshuli, at the farm Vley Spruit, 011 the 3rd Marci,, 
1858, ;,. order to inq11ire into the reaso1UJ why Poshuli made an ine11,-sion 
into the Free State with an armed ba11d of Bawtos on or about the 20th 
February last, and assembled a command-0 on the Farm of Jan de 
Winnaar. 

Present : The Landdrost of Caledon River, the members of the 
Volksraad, Hugo and Strydom, Fieldcornet G. Fouche, Assistant 
Fieldcornet Van Rooyen, for the Free State Government ; and 
Nehemiah Moshesh, Sophoniah Moshesh, Lebenya, and three deputies 
from Poehuli, named April, Afrika, and Hermanue. 

The meeting was opened at 10 a.m. 
Nehemiah produces a letter from Poshuli, excusing hie non-attend­

ance, on the ground of hie fear of the Boers, but that he had 
appointed three deputies to speak for him, who declared their readiness 
to do so. 

The Deputies on being questioned by the Landdrost why Poshuli 
had entered the State in arms, answered that their people had been 
out hunting, but they were disinclined to admit anything regarding 
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their knowledge of Poshuli's commando having been at De 
Winnaar's. 

Jacob Pansegraauw, who resides at Saltpits Krans, being called on, 
stated that about 18 armed and mounted Baeutoe, all people of 
Poshuli, came on the 20th of February last to Saltpite Krane. On 
witness asking whither they were riding, they answered they were 
hunting, and that their commando was in the neighbourhood. 

Poshuli's deputies here observed that they were aware of only four 
Basutoe who had been hunting. 

Dorie Botha deposed that a large number of armed Basutos made 
their appearance within sight of the laager at Blaauwboechfoutein on 
the 20th of February last, that he rode out of the laager with a few 
Burghers to see whither they were going, and that he then saw at 
least 80 armed and mounted men proceed in the direction of Koes berg. 
Independently of these, witness also saw a party of about 20. 

Assistant Fieldcornet Yan Rooyen states that he saw at least 60 
armed and mounted Basutos near the laager at Bla.auwboschfontein, 
and that they were seen by all the people on the farm. 

Fieldcornet Gustavus Fouche states that Sam, Nehemiah's inter­
preter, brought him a message from Nehemiah Moehesh, that Poehuli 
was assembling a commando on the farm of Jan de Winnaar, against 
the Free State Burghers, and that Poshuli was constantly breaking the 
peace by such disord1,rly conduct. 

Sam and Nehemiah, who were both present, confirmed Fieldcornet 
Fouche's statement as correct. 

To a question from the Landdrost, why Poshuli had entered the 
Free State in arms, and collected a commando on De Winnaar'e farm, 
Poehuli's deputies answered that the people had gone to hunt, but 
that in opposition to Poshuli's orders, instead of going to Great River 
they had gone to the Free State. They added, however, that the 
number of people was not considerable. 

To a second question from the Landdrost, for what reasons Poshuli 
at the time when hie people entered the Free Atate in arms, had also 
assembled a commando on the farm of De Winnaar, the deputies of 
Poshuli answered, that he had done so because Fieldcornet Fouche 
had said that Poshuli'e people must quit the occupied farms of the 
Burghers, adding that Lebenya had sent the following message to 
Poshuli : That if his people would not quit the farms of the Burghers, 
they would be shot. 

Nehemiah Moshesh hereupon rose and stated, that he had warned 
both Lebenya and Poehuli, in Moshesh's name, not to encroach on the 
Burghers' farms until such times as all disputes should have been 
settled by Moshesh and the President, but that they would not 
hearken to him. }le likewise added that Lebenya and Poshull were 
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the greutest thieves, that their people had formerly lived among the 
Boers, and that now that they had become fat and rich they treated 
their benc>fnctors with ingratitude, by perpetually robbing them. 

On the Lunddrost asking, why Lebenya had sat down on the Boers' 
farms, in spite of the orders of Nehemiah in Mosheeh's name, 
Lebenya was disinclined to answer, but admitted that he had broken 
down the beams and rafters from Engelbregt's house, and applied 
them to his own use. 

To another question by the Landdrost, why Poshuli had with his 
people taken possession of so many of the Burghers' farms and done 
so much mischief on De Winn9ar's farm to the 3 mills and the orchard, 
his deputies answered, that the house had not suffered any damage. 
They are not aware who had destroyed and broken down the 3 mills, 
and add that they had never seen the doors and windows of the house 
under the krans at Poshuli's. 

Assistant Fieldcornet Jan Olivier states that he is prepared to affirm 
on oath that he had seen the doors of Jan de ,vinnaar's house at 
Poshuli's dwelling, under a krans, that Poshuli had caused the 
woodwork of the mills to be broken down and taken away, that the 
orchard and vineyard have been utterly destroyed by having been 
made use of by the Basutos as a cattle kraal. 

Lodewyk Olivier states that he was at the farm of De Winnaar in 
the month of August last, that everything had been shamefully 
destroyed by the Basutos, who had moved on to the farm, and that 
they had chopped down trees and used them as cow poles, and that 
the 3 mills were utterly destroyed. That he, witness, making an 
observation about Poshuli's people having so ruined the farm, the 
Captain Mareka's son told him that he could just go and tell it to 
the Free State Government. 

Nehemiah observes that it was his father's intention that both the 
Boers and Basutos should live on their own farms, and that he had 
warned Poshuli and Lebenya not to meddle with land, or to occupy 
the farms of the Burghers. Nehemiah admits that both Poshuli and 
Lebenya had disgraced themselves (made themselves vile) by robbing 
and harassing the Boers, but he requested forgiveness for them. and 
that the matter might for this time be c'>mpromised without war, and 
that in case Poshuli should again similarly commit himself, it would 
not be necessary to treat him so gently. Nehemiah added that he 
made this observation on his own authority. 

To a question from the Landdrost, whether our Government was to 
understand that if Poshuli and Lebenya should again so misconduct 
themselves, Moshesh would then give them up to the Free State 
Government for punishment, Nehemiah answered that he said so on 
his own authority, and not on that of his father. 
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Sophonin.h stated that on Monday two letters had come from 
Nehm1iah stating that the TI1tsutos and the Boors were in laagors, and 
also that the Missionary Coehet had written a letter to Moshesh that 
the Boers were angry and could not be any longer restrain£>d, but 
that Mr. Cochet had not mention£>d th£> reason of that exritement. He 
further observed that the Basutos who were giving so much trouble 
were the Boers' children (meaning that they had formerly lived with 
them), who were now plundering them. 

Nehemiah and Sophoniah declared their conviction of the trans­
gressions committed by Poshuli and Lebenya's people, and that they 
had nothing further to state. 

The Landdrost, after a consultation with the other functionaries 
present, makes the following proposal to Nehemiah and Sophoniah :-

" That the Basutos should quit the farms formerly inhabitid by the 
'' Burghers, and that the destruction dona to Engelbregt and De 
",vinnaar's farms by Lebenya and Poshuli should be valued by a 
"Commission consisting of the Landdrost and a Fieldcomet, and 
" Nehemiah and one of his people, and that the amount fixed by such 
'' Commission should be paid out by the transgressors Poshuli and 
" Lebenya within 8 days from this date." 

Nehemiah Moshesh, having taken the proposal into consideration, 
and having advised with Mr. Cochet and Mr. J. Orpen, said: "That 
" he was not empowered to carry out this proposal, but that he would 
"submit it for Moshesh's approval, and apprise the Landdrost of 
"l\Ioshesh's answer within 8 days." 

Thus ended the meeting, after a few remarks being made by the 
Rev. Mr. Cochet, who stated he (Mr. Cochet) coulcl deelare on oath 
that Lebenya had not for the S})ace of 12 years stolen a single horse 
or head of cattle. 

Mr. Orpen stated that he had attended the meeting officially, as a 
Justice of the Pence, in order to make His Excellency the Governor of 
the Cape Colony cognizant of the state of mn.tters on the boundary. 

(Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

J)e.,pntcli from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of State for tl1t' 

Colonies. 
Cape Town, 5th March, 1858. 

Srn,-1 have the honour to report that since the date of my letters 
of the 4th nnd 11th ultimo, regnrding the reinforcements which were 
going on to India, new complications have arisen in our border 
affairs. 

:z. From the onclo~(ld letter from the Lnnddrost of Smithfield iti the 
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Orange Free State, you will find that a portion of the Basuto nation 
has invaded that country. 

3. You are aware that when we abandoned the Orange Free State, 
the question of the Boundary between our own Territory and the 
Basutos was in dispute, that we left it unadjusted, and that it has 
since remained a constant source of irritation. It might, however, at 
the present moment, when we are so occupiod in India, have, I think, 
been left in abeyance without any disadvantage to the Free State, and 
with great benefit to our own interests. 

4. The Government of that State thought proper, as I am informed, 
to choose this inopportune time for sending a Commission to define 
the boundary. This was done without consultation with this Govern­
ment, and without warning being given to it. 

5. The Basutos have answered this step by invading with a consider­
able armed force what the Free State regards as its territory. I am 
informed that this step on the part of Moshesh's people (the Chief of 
the Basutos) has taken the Free State quite by surprise. They have 
however rapidly collected their armed parties in the vicinity of the 
Basutos, and would, I believe, have collected a respectable force 011 

the 1st of this month, it being the general opinion that war was now 
unavoidable. 

6. If war does take place, we shall have some difficulties to meet, 
whichever party may be successful. If the Basutos gain any advan­
tages, their pillaging parties will spread all over the country, and they 
will be joined by vagabonds from every directiou, so that we shall 
have some difficulty in protecting ourselves from them. If the Boers 
beat the Basutos, that race are then likely to fly by thousands into 
our territories, and we shall from the numbers of Natives already 
within our limits be placed in a position of some danger. 

7. The best hope is that when both parties find they are so equally 
matched, they will each be equally disinclined to proceed to any 
extreme measures. 

8. I shall in a few days hear intelligence which will decide my 
movements. If hostilities have actually commenced, or are about to 
commence, I will without delay proceed to our own Frontier, within a 
few miles of the point where the contending parties are, although my 
absence from Cape Town, just at the comniencement of the session of 
the Colonial Parliament, which meets on the 10th instant, will be very 
inconvenient. I will there collect a Colonial Force of such strength as 
will compel the respect of the belligerent parties, neither of whom will, 
L hope, do anything adverse to our interests. 

9. I still hope to be able to carry out to the full the int~ntions I have 
expressed with regard to reinfoi;cements going on to India. The 
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Simoom has already sailed to embark the 73rd Regiment at the Buffalo 
mouth, and the moment the transports sent down for the 2nd Battalion 
of the 60th arrive here, that Regiment shall be sent on to Calcutta. 

I 0. It is, however, mortifying, as I have so frequently expressed to 
you, that a State so recently a part of our own possessions should have 
it in its powPr to bring on a war with the Native Tribes, in which we 
cannot avoid becoming embroiled, whenever it thinks proper to dd so, 
although such a proceeding may at the moment be most adverse to our 
interests. 

11. You will observe that the Landdrost of Smithfield complains 
that a Native Chief named Morosi, inhabiting our territories, ha.a 
joined the party which has invaded the Orange Free State. I have in 
reply stated that I do not acknowledge Morosi to be a British subject, 
and that he has not roceived my permission to reside within the limits 
of our poss&ssions.-1 have, &c., 

(Signed) G.GBBY. 

Letter from Ndiemiah Mosheah to th8 Landdroat of Smithfold. 
Beersheba, 6th March, 1858. 

MY DEAR Srn AND FaIEND,-1 duly received your letter of the 4th 
March. I have informed my father of the result of our meeting, 
and am expecting an answer within the time appointed. 

The reason which may prevent Moshesh from coming to you is that 
I mentioned to you at the meeting, namely your making your request 
while still keeping up a lager. It is as if you wanted to gin weight 
t-0 your words by frightening him with war. Such a great man as 
Moshesh will never agree to anything from cowardice. 

I shall be very much obliged by your informing me when Mr. 
Boshof arrives in Smithfield, and I will come there to see him. I have 
no more timo, being in a great press of business.- Believe me to be, 
Your friend. 

(Signed) N. MoeBE8ll. 

Letter from Neltemiah Moslieah to th8 President of th8 Orange Free State. 
Beersheba, 6th March, 1858. 

Srn,-1 write to give you a correct account of the late disturbance 
on the frontier, as you may not have heard exactly how it happened. 

Some time ago I heard that the two fieldcornets, G. Voessie and H. 
Olivier, had gone to remove a Mosuto named Jason. One of the 
articles of the agreement between Moshesh and yourself at Smithfield, 
on the 6th October. 1855, was that if any Basuto trespassed or squatted 
upon Boer locations, and refused to move upon being desired to do so 
by the ficldcornots, he should be driven away by force. I had for­
bidden Jason to live in tho Lichucning (Baviaau's Berg). in order that 

w 
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the Boers and Ilasutos might remain locnted exactly as they were at 
the time of the ngreoment. 

When Jason went to the Lichuening, it wns contrary to my orders, 
and he was afraid to pass by my place. Fit.>ldcornet Olivier first in­
formed me of his trespnssing, and I told him not to allow Jason to 
pass by hie place, as it lay in his way. Four months afterwards, 
Fieldcornets Olivier and Vorssie went with a small party of armed 
Boers to order him off the place. Jason and hie children removed 
without a word. 

Then the idea which we had always suspected the Boers of cherish­
ing-the idea of sweeping the blacks out of the land of their fathers-­
grew in the hearts of the fieldcornets. They first eonceived the project 
of driving away Lebenya and Pii, brothers of Jnn Letelle. This the 
Boers, who were with them, opposed, first because I had not consented, 
and then because those villages had existed from time immemorial, 
and they all returned to their farms. The two fieldcomets then dined 
together at Olivier's, where there was a brandy trader at the time. 
Believe me, Mr. Boshof, they enjoyed their dinner so much that they 
could not stand, and in that state they first sent a message to Lebenya, 
ordering him to go immediately from Du Toit's, and then went them­
selves and told him that they had come to drive him and Pii away 
from the territory of the Boers. "The law of the Free S~ate orders," 
they said, " that if you do not remove in two days, you are to be 
driven off by force-Lebenya, Pos,ili, and Frans." 

Lebenya was taken by surprise at the idea of being killed in two 
days ; and this was commenced by your trustworthy fieldcornets. He 
sent to inform Posuli of their visit and its object. Posuli said they 
have accused us of theft, but now I see it is our land they want from 
us ; and he gathered his people together to protect his children, and 
wrote a letter to Mr. Voessie. ·when I heard of this, I rode inlDle­
diately to Posuli's, and asked au account of the whole affair, blaming 
him for writing; however, he gave me a copy of his letter, in which I 
saw nothing indicating warlike intentions. I hope one copy has been 
sent to Your Honour. This letter Voessie answered in a very friendly 
way, and Posuli wrote again a still more peaeeable letter than his 
first, and supposed that there was a good understanding between 
himself and the Boers. The misunderstanding was cnusod by this 
letter not reaching the fieldcomet at once, being delayed some time at 
Lebenya's. Posuli then ordered his people to disperse, and as the 
drought was so severe, prnpo><1>rl that some of them should go and 
hunt springboks and rheboks, as is customary with us to cause rain. 
During the hunt, a party of eight young men, who were chasing the 
game, suddenly came upon the Boers' laager and startled the women. 

Your peoJ>le asked Posuli's men what all this racing was about, and 
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the latter 11.n11wArnd Ly sa~·ing. Uu~y di,l not know it w1ui still a time of 
war, and that Posuli himRlM had no suspicion of it. At the meeting 
with Mr. Sauer, nothing was proved ngninst Posuli and Lebenya. It 
is evident that Posuli did not intend to make war at all. Mr. Voessie 
afterwards received l'osuli's second letter. The fieldcornets made a 
mistake in reporting to Mr. Si{ucr before thoy had well examined the 
whole affair, thus setting everything on fire; whereas they were 
themselves the originators of the quarrel. and had spoilt a good 
understanding by their drunkenness. 

This letter of Posuli's has been conceaforl. Our witnesses must not 
be either Boers or Basutos, but Posuli's letters. I am bound to tell 
the truth, and would not screen a Mosuto in the wrong any more than 
a Boer. My opinion in this quarrel is that the blame falls on the 
four fieldcornets, Olivier, Voessie, Van Rooyen, and Weber, the last 
mentioned of whom threatened to shoot me because I revealed every­
thing. and it was he who wrote to Mr. Sauer before there was 
anything to write about. 

Since I camo to the frontier, neither Posuli nor Lebenya has done 
anything to provoke a war; there is nothing but the fact of their 
being black men and Basutos. No one has a right to remove persons 
placed by l\foshesh, particularly without my consent. We never 
agreed with the Froe State that Basutos should be driven away, and 
there is scarcely a Boor that would justify the fieldcornets. The 
unrighteous deceit of these men has given you a distorted account of 
this affair. Tho Basutos were not permitted to defend themselves 
from the charges brought against them ; but the Boers' hatred of 
them exist6d long before I came. 

I have never, till now, had cause to complain of the Boers in this 
respect ; they have al ways consulted me in everything; we have 
always lived on good terms with one another, and I am now taken by 
surprise. They might have been justified a few years ago, when so 
many complaints of theft were brought against Basutos ; but now, 
what can it be but the country they want? 

No, it ie desirable that the public should be informed of the true 
st~te of the case. '\'\"here the lion's skin is too short, it must not be 
lengthened by a, fox's tail. I used to think that the white people 
would not like to kill the black man in the dark, till I saw them with­
hold and misrepresent Posuli's letters. 

Posuli wrote twice to Mr. Sauer also; and he could bear witness 
that there is nothing in Posuli's letters to excite war. Let everybody 
be able to judge for himself whether Posuli is guilty or not. If he 
was in fault. your fi<•ldcornets CC'rtainly did not take the right way of 
flettling the matter. I remain. &c., 

(Sigrwd) NEHRMIAH Mosm:su. 
w2 
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JJupatc/,, fr<>m tli8 Higl,, O<>mmi&lionw to .t/'4 8d0f"~tary of 8~ for tli8 
Oolonua. 

Cape Town, 6th March, 1858. 
Sm,-- I have just time to transmit by this mail copies of letters 

which ~ve this moment reached me, relating to the apprehended dis­
turbances between the Orange Free State and the Basutos, which I 
reported in my despatch of the 5th instant. 

The enclosed letters were sent by exprees from Mr. Burnet, our 
officer resident at Aliwal North, and convey the intelligence that war 
with the Basutos has been formally rrsolved on by the Free State 
Government. I still think, however, that hostilities may perhaps be 
avoided by one party or the other, and that war therefore may not 
actually break out. I shall be able by Monday next to determine 
whether it is now my duty to proceed without delay to our Northern 
frontier.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

utter from th-e Chief Jfoshesh ta hia aon Nehemial,,. 
Thaba Bosigo, 8th March, 1858. 

To NEHEMIAH KY SoN,-1 Moshesh greet you and those who are 
with you, and I say let peace be with you. I have heard the result 
of the meeting you had with the farmers, and although _I have heard 
all that passed, I find nothing worthy to have occasioned so much 
disturbance. I am surprised at the gathering together of the farmers, 
not knowing the cause of their so doing. Did they not send Gustavus 
Voessie to me in order that we might speak together about those 
affairs for which he was sent, and did I not answer him by telling 
him that I would have a large meeting and inform the Basuto~ of the 
message which he Gustavus had brought. Now I am much surprised 
to be given a few days to answer an affair that is incomprehensible, 
that is to say about disputed places or farms, and this whilst the 
possessor or master is not there. 

Is it a becoming way to let me know after things are done ? How is 
it that lagers are formed in fields which I have lent to the Farmers ? 
Do they not know that it is I who have placed them on those places, 
and after I have done so with a good understanding, how can they 
ask me about those places whilst they stand in lagers? 

If it be not I who placed them there, let them do what they will, 
because they must have thought I knew nothing about places as I was 
not there, neither was their OhiPf there. Will these people deny that 
it is not I who have lent them this field ? And if a man be not placed 
on a farm by the Chief of thnt land, does he not by that act put 
himself under the law of that land according to the law of nations? 
And to-day why do they fall upon me with guns, when I had received. 
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them in peace? With whom are the Farmers disputing? whilst 
they are people who came to me ? But I am not intending to go 
against their wishes, not in the least, though they would have spoken 
to me about places or any other matter. I would be unable to answer 
whilst they themselves have already settled the matter, because I liko 
myself to be at the beginning of an affair. 

Besides this I have written to the President, Mr. Boehof, conoerning 
those affairs. but I have not yet received hie answer. 

Business like this must be settled by the principal Chiefs, or by a 
Commission appointed by them, not by people who are not appointed 
to arrange thorn. 

I have spoken, 
I am MosHESH, 

Your father and your Chief. 

Ltter from Nehemiah Hosheah to the President of the Orange Free State. 
Hebron, 10th March, 1858. 

81R,-l am extremely happy that Your Honour has yourself come 
down to these parts and favoured me by acceding to my desire for an 
interview, and I hope from your authority and impartiality to see a 
friendly understanding upon this border soon resumed. 

I last night received an answer from my father Moshesh to my 
message detailing to him the result of my late meeting with Mr. Sauer 
and your Fieldcomete in the neighbourhood. 

I at that meeting, and also einco by letter, informed Mr. Sauer of 
my doubts whether Moshesh would, or indeed could, discuss these 
matters, unless the farmers refrained from asswning a hostile attitude. 

Nevertheless, since then, and without the Basutos making any 
movement which could cause any apprehension of their intending to 
break the peace, the threatening and warlike appearance has been 
increased from day to day, and under these circumstances my father 
finds it impossible to answer the demands made upon him by your 
subordinates, about matters which he considers above their prerogative 
to propose, about some of which he has been in friendly communica­
tion with Your Honour, and all of which might be easily arranged by 
peaceable negotiations, while an appearance of war makes it impos­
sible for him even to assemble his Chiefs to deliberate upon these 
propositions, particularly while still in doubt as to the authority of 
those who made them. My father alludes, in his answer to me, to a 
letter he had written to Your Honour upon the subject of these 
affairs, and to which he had not received an answer. Moshesh 
apparently did not antfoipate my meeting Your Honour, otherwise he 
would perhaps have sent me a copy. 

I am ready to go to tlw full extent of my powel'II, as Moshesh's 
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representative here, in endeavouring now to arrange matters satisfac­
torily with Your Honour, and to carry out all previous agreements 
and arrangements betw~en my father and you, or to settle any matter 
concerning which I know his wishes. I think that Your Honour will 
find that I shall thus be able to-day to arrange nny difficulty caused 
by the late disturbances, and when I have explained to you how 
from the first we have laboured to bring about a restoration of 
friendly feeling, how these forces have been collected in spite of the 
efforts of the other Chiefs and myself, to prove by assurances and by 
abstaining from the least molestation of any Freo State Burghers, 
that we entertain no hostile intentions. ,vhen I have 01:plained this, 
I say to Your Honour I trust that you will not endeavour to press old 
questions which it would be impossible to decide hastily, which are 
not in my power to decide, which we anxiously desire to have arranged, 
bat to force which would cause a general war. 

If Your Honour would question your own Bllighers, they will bear 
witness to our endeavours to restore confidence among them, after the 
first misunderstanding, and many of them will blame tho Fieldcornets. 
Many of them have to the last moment shewn incontestibly the confi­
dence they had in our friendly feeling, by remaining upon their 
farms and allowing their stock to run close to us, and many ouly went 
into lagers because they were ordered. I beg for peace, Mr. Boshof. 
I see no reason why friends should shoot each other, because we have 
no enmity to the farmers, because I hate bloodshed, and because tho 
God who is looking down upon us all, and loves us all, and desires us 
all to love each other, hates it. • 

(Signed) NEHEMIAH MosaEsn. 

J/inutea of a Meeting held at Blaau1cboschfontl'in 011 the 10th of March, 
1858. 

Present : His Honour the State President, the Land<lrost of Caledon 
River, the members of Volksrand, Hugo, Klopper, Snymun, Joubert, 
and Commandant Weber. 

Letelle states that his people belong to tlw Ilamonagrng tribe, are 
independent of l\Ioshei-h, and have come to inquire whl'lher they can 
be admitted on the footing of suhje<:ts of tho Free State Government. 

Letelle flll"thor states that he believes that if the Free State Gowrn­
ment should make war on Poshuli. all the Bnsutos will join in it. He 
himself wvuld prefer remaining under the Free State Govemment, in 
the event of a war tuking place with the Basutos. 

Letelle adds that he held a Raad yesterday to find out who would 
declare for Moshesh, and that some of the Captains of his tribe had 
declare.I for Moshesh, and some for the Free State Government. 
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Young Letelle states that his uncle, Rnpot of Langeberg, has stated 
his wish to join the Free State Uovernment o.long with him. Mareka, 
the Beersheba Capiain, has promised Nehemiah help against the 
Government. Letelle further says that Mareka will leave with the 
majority of his people, and that when he (Letelle) and his people are 
out of Moshesh's power, they will be al.,le to hinder the people from 
stealing. 

To Letelle's request to be received as a subject by the Free State· 
Government, the opinion of the President and meml.,ers is that the 
following answer be returned :-" That Letelle and all ;ho remain 
"peaceful can remain under the Free State Government, that the 
'' Monageng tribe at Beershel,a shall be informed by the Government 
"that those who continue peaceable and take no part with Moshesh 
"can o.lso remain under the Free State Government." 

Letelle is o.lso requested to convey a message to Molitsane, that he 
must drive out all Moshesh's people who are under him, and continue 
peaceable and quiet, and that in that event he will be allowed by the 
Government to sit still. 

Old Letello promises to speak with Lebenya, and to request whether 
he will remain under the Free State or Moshesh, and whether he will 
fetch back his cattle which have been sent away, and to inform the 
Landdrost tomorrow of Lebenya's answer. 

Letelle is further told that should his people capture cattle from the 
hostile Basnto tribes and take care of them till the war is over, Govern­
ment will allow him tho ho.If. 

(Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Jli11utea of Ii"rygaraacl !widen at Blaaiiwboachfontein on the 10th of Morch, 
1858. 

Present : His Honour the President as Chairman ; the Landdrost of 
Co.ledon River; Commandant Hendrik Weber, of Caledon River 
District ; Gert Hendrik van der W o.lt, Commandant of Fauresmith ; 
Fieldcornets Gustavus Fouche, Hendrik Olivier, Hendrik Smit; 
Assistant Fieldcornet Louw Kruger; Assistant Fieldcornet Casper 
Kruger, Co.ledon River District; Fieldcornets Piet du Plessis and 
Stoffel Snymrn; Hendrik Straus (assistant to J. Pienaar); Willem 
van der Merwe, assistant to Fieldcornet Van Wyk, District Faure­
smith. Likewise the following members of Volksraad, Henning 
Joubert, Frans Hugo, Johannes Klopper, and Jacobus Snyman. 

Ilis Honour states the reasons why the Burghers of the Free State 
have been called out to the field, informs the Krygsraad of the number 
already assembled or expected, and communicates the proposal made 
eight days since to N chomiah by the Landdrost of Smithfield, that he 
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would meet him tomorrow at the farm of l\Ir. Gustnvus Foueht>. His 
Honour further stated to the Krygsraad the agreement this day made 
with Captain Jan Letelle, and puts the following questions:-

1. Whether the Krygsraad sees a prospect, with the force now 
assembled, of commencing hostilities with the likelihood of satisfactory 
results. 

2ndly. Whether the Krygsraad considers, in the event of Nehemiah 
. returning a favourable answer to the demand made of him, that no 

more shaJl be deman<led. • 
3rdly. Whether the Krygsraad is of opinion that there is a chance of 

establishing a peace on the proposed conditions, with a prospect that 
the State will not be again immediately involved in the same diffi­
culties. 

On the first question the Krygsraad decides that the interests of the 
Free State imperatively demand that the comse already commenced be 
prosecuted with vigour, and that to recede at present, without the 
adoption of decisive measures, would be attended with the most mis­
chievous consequences and be fraught with the greatest danger to the 
future safety and independence of our State. 

That the force now in arms is much too small to commence hostilities 
with a favourable prospect, and the Krygsraad recommends that a new 
levy of the Burghers shall take place, in order to strengthen the force, 
and that the commencement of hostilities shall, with that view, be 
postponed for about 14 days, but that in the event of the expected 
reinforcements not arriving. no other course remains than, in reliance 
on God's assistance, to commence the business with the force now 
assembled. 

The Krygsraad finally decides that a pacification without the recog­
nition of the line on Moshesh's part will bo of no use, inasmuch as any 
peace, without a clear understanding on that point, cannot be permanent, 
and that should a war subsequently and probably very soon after the 
treaty of peace arise, it may perhaps take place in a time and under 
circumstances far less favourable than the present. 

On the 2nd question the Krygsraad determines that the demand made 
by the Landdrost of Caledon Rirnr District can no longer be regarded 
as sufficient, seeing that compensation for 1,tolen cattle, long promised 
by Moshesh, and for subsequent robberies, cannot longer be post­
poned. 

The question of the line must neces;,arily be settled, and the expenses 
of the commandos now on foot through the Free State might also with 
equity be demanded, but the Krygsraad is of opinion that, should 
Moshesh without delay and in an honourable way comply with the 
other reasonable demands already made, and thereby prove that he 
sincerely desires to continue at peace with this State, it would be 
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advisable in that case not to insist on the repayment of the expenses 
incurred ; and that this also will tend to prove that the Government 
and Burghers of the Free State will not undertake war from blood­
thirsty or avaricious motives, but are even disposed to submit to large 
sacrifices in order to preserve peace, provided only Moshesh will comply 
with their most just, reasonable, and indisputable demands. 

3rd. The answer to the 3rd question has been in great measure 
anticipated by the Krygsraad in its resolutions on the former two, it 
having been already shown that, should the force now under arms be 
dismissed without the settlement of the boundary question and the 
demand of compensation for stolen cattle, it is more than probable the 
very same difficulties will soon recur which have given occasion to the 
existing troubles. 

On a motion of the chairman, the Krygsraad resolved that the two 
Field Commandants now here present be instructed each to direct his 
own Burghers, until hostile operations shall have been commenced, 
when a Commandant-General will be elected by the Krygsraad in the 
event of only two Commandants being present, or by the Commandants 
among themselves, provided there be more than two. 

The Krygsraad expresses a desire that as soon as the Commando 
marches, the Landdrost of Smithfield might accompany it, to act as 
President of the Krygsraad, and to render his advice and assistance. 

(Signed) J. N. BosnoF, Chairman. 

Jfi111ttea of a Meeting held at Jnipplaata Drift on the 11 th March, 1858. 
Present : His Honour the President, the Members of Volksraad, 

F. Hugo, J. Klopper, H. Joubert, J. Snyman, and the Landdrost of 
Caledon River, who acted as Secretary for the Free State Govern­
ment; and Nehemiah Moshesh, the Rev. Mr. Cochet, and six of 
Nehemiah's subjects. 

Nehemiah Moshesh requests that Mr. Joseph Orpen may be per­
mitted to advise him, which, for certain reasons, His Honour refuses. 

Mr. Cochet takes notes and assists Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah hands in a letter, dated 6th March, addressed by himself 

to the President, and containing complaints against certain Field­
cornets of the Caledon River District. After His Honour had read 
this letter, he proposes to Nehemiah that it should be read aloud to 
the Fieldcornets, in order to give them an opportunity of answering it, 
to which Nehemiah assents. 

Fieldcornets G. W. Fouche and Hendrik Olivier having been called 
in, the letter is read to them in Dutch. The President also roads two 
letters of Poshuli to Fieldcornet Fouche. 

Fieldcornet Olivier says that he told Lebenya to remove his people 
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from Du Toit's farm, and inquired of him whether ho would do so, 
to which Lebenya answered that he would not, whereupon Olivier 
replied that he would drive.him away, though without telling him the 
time. Olivier told Lebenya that he nmst quit Engelbrcgt's farm also, 
the homestead of which Lobenya had completely ruined and destroyed. 

Fieldcornet Fouche denies the charge contained in the letter, and 
states that Nehemiah himself, in the name of Moshesh and in the 
presenc~ of the Landdrost and State Attorney, told the Basutos to quit 
the Burghers' farms, or otherwise that they would be driven away. 
He further states that he sent a friendly message to Lebenya, that he 
would meet him on Du Toit's farm. Both Letelle and Lebenya came 
to Du Toit's, and told Fieldcornet Olivier that they could uot remove 
their people from Du Toit's and Engelbregt's farms. Olivier ob­
served that they knew that it was Moshesh's orders that the Basutos 
should leave the Burghers' farms, aud he (Fouche) told Lebenya that 
he was sorry to see the way in which he had ruined Eugelbregt's 
house, and that Letelle had squatted on Du Toit's farm and gave the 
people so much annoyance. 

,Letelle answered: Whither shall I go? I have been forced out of 
Elandsberg by Nehemiah, and now you drive me from this. 

Nehemiah appealed to Laban, one of his people, to prove his charge 
of drunkenness against Fieldcornets Fouche and Olivier. 

Laban says that he did not himself see Messrs. Fouche and Olivier, 
but had heard it from Lebenya. 

Mr. Fouche here observed that Nehemiah had omitted to state in 
his letter that he (Nehemiah) had sent a message to him (Fouche) by 
his messenger Sam, to inquire after news, and that he (Fouche) had 
told Sam that it would be more to the purpose to inquire for news 
from him, inquiring at the same time what Poshuli's Commando was 
then doing on De Winnaar's farm? To this Sam answered "Nohe­
" miah has been there and has scolded Poshuli about it, Poshuli 
" remarked that he had been told that Letelle and Lebenya were to 
" be driven away, and that he had collected his people to help them." 
Sam and Nehemiah both admitted the truth of this. 

Sam further stated Nehemiah had found fault with Poshuli for 
continually distw·bing the peace and quietness of thfl couutry in sm·h 
a way, and afterwards getting free £row the conset1uences by simply 
expressing his sorrow for it. 

Mr. Fouche added that he had received this message six days after 
Poshuli assembled his people, and added further that Nehemiah is 
well aware that the Basutos have taken possession of the farms of 
Johannes Botha, \Villem Potgiotor, Jan de \Vinnaar, and David van 
der Merwe, and that the three last have fled from their forms, whieh 
are fully occupied by the Basutos. He says that in some caso; the 
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Bnsutoe are living in the Farmers' houses. All this took place before 
the pretended hunting }larty of Poshuli. 

Nehemiah asks leave to epenk, and states:-" That he has been 
" sent by Moshesh to see to the testitution of stolon cattle, that he has 
" no power in reference to lnnd disputes, that according to the agree­
" ment between His Honour the President and Moshesh no new farms 
" should be established, but that everything was to remain on the old 
" footing till a final settlement." 

Nehemiah adds that Jason's being driven away was right. He 
further says that he had been told by Laban that Fouche and Olivier 
were drunk, he had not seen it himself, but had heard it two days 
after Fouche and Olivier were at Lebenya's. Nehemiah further states 
that he rode to Poshuli and rebuked him for assembling a Commando, 
and that Poshuli had promised to break up his commando and send his 
people home as soon as he had finished hunting. Nehemiah admitted 
having received a letter from the Landdrost, informing him that 
Poshuli's Commando was assembled; that he then rode to look into 
the matter and discovered that there was not yet any war ; that he 
then rode to Poshuli to make inquiries about it, and that Poshuli said 
"that there was no war." 

Nehemiah denies that he is in any way to blame for the excitement 
on the border, and states that he had been to the Lnnddrost to at:Jk 
whether the case could not be settled. 

Nehemiah asks Olivier whether Du Toit had not asked for the farm 
which he lives upon, from the father of Lebenya. He further goes on 
talking without waiting for an answer, and says, among other things, 
that he does not know how far Moshesh has relinquished ground, and 
that the President and Moshesh must settle that question. Nehemiah is 
not aware that Poshuli had said that he (Poshuli) wanted to shoot the 
white men in order to get the white women. Nehemiah says that he 
does not lay the blame on the hoers, that it lies most with the Basutoe. 
He says he is glad to see the President, and to look into everything 
himself. He says that widows and orphans are the children of the 
Government. His last word is, that he has now nothing more to say 
than to communicate Moshesh's answer to the Landdrost, which is 
comprised in Moshesh's letter. 

Mr. Johannes K.lopper says he is sorry t-0 hoar an accusation 
brought against Mr. Olivier, that he is well aware that Burghers lived 
on the farms of Olivier, Van der Snndt, and others, long before any 
Basutos came in. He further states that Olivier occupied his farm in 
the British time, and that hie right was confirmed by the Govern­
ment. 

Nehemiah requt:1sts that the letter, which is an answer to the Land­
drost's message, should be read. 
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The Presidont reads it aloud in Dutch. 
Nehemiah goes on to say. " Yes it is so. Moshesh says 8 days are 

" too short to inquire into the case. It is also a difficult case, for the 
" white people are all ready armed. When the Boers first talked with 
"me about the farms, they had no guns in their hands, and now, 
" says Moshesh, that they want to talk to me gun in hand, I have no 
" power to talk." 

The President here makes some remarks on the general state of 
affairs, and reminds Nehemiah that the Basutos are not complying 
with the agreement between him and Moshesh, in taking possession of 
the Burghers' farms, destroying their houses, &c. 

His Honour having asked, whether Nehemiah can tell him, in 
Moshesh'e name, on whose ground the Boers settled? Nehemiah 
answered that Moshesh has stated that to those Boers who had asked 
it of him he had given the ground. 

The President asks whether there are Boers "ho had houses and 
inhabited them, who had not asked (their ground) of Moshesh? 

Nehemiah answers, that he is a common man, and cannot answer 
the question. 

The President inquires whether Moshesh still adheres to the agree­
ment of which Nehemiah speaks. 

He replies, that he is not competent to answer this. 
Nehemiah says that it is not fair to require compensation before 

the damage has been appraised, but that it. ought to have been 
appraised first. 

The President asks whether Nehemiah is not aware that Moshesh 
had written to him that his line was from Conunissie Drift to Great 
River, and that be would not forego this without bloodshed; and like­
wise that the English Government is still his ally, and that Moshesh 
had asked the Governor to make the ground right; that the President 
had then written to Moshesh that he had much to answer him, but 
would wait till the Governor came. He (the President) had also 
written to Moshesh that the latter had stated that the line rune from 
Commissie Drift to Great River, but not how far, or in what direction, 
and had requested Moshesh to describe it more clearly, but that 
Moshesh had never returned any answer. 

Nehemiah inquires whether Moi,hesh had of himself begun to write 
about the line ? 

The President answers, that he himself had written on other sub­
jects, and that he wrote regarding the line at the same time. 

His Honour asks whether Nehemiah knows what Moshesh intends 
to do regarding the line from Commissie Drift to Great River? 

Answer. "It must have been a piece of gossip, when the Boel'fl, 
"Mr. Olivier and Mr. Landman, were at Mosbesh's.'' Nehemiah 
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further said, that he knew nothing about the line from Commissie 
Drift. 

The President here asked how Moshesh looks upon the Boers who 
live on the Border, whether he regards them as his subjects or not. 

Nehemiah answers that the Boers formerly came to Moshesh to 
make complaints, and that, in his opinion, the Boers are subjects of 
Moshesh, since he had given them ground. 

His Honour repeats the question, whether Moshesh regarded the 
Boers who lived in his territory a.s his subjects. 

Nehemiah answered, "Yes, for they are subjects of him who has 
"given them ground, according to the law of all Natives." Nehemiah 
soon after added, at least it was so, when the Boers first came 
into the country, but now they have their own Government. 

The President says that the Burghers do not live on the other 
side of the line made by the English Government, and asks whether 
Moshesh claims the unoccupied grounds ? His Honour also a.sks if 
our Government were to give out those grounds to a Boer, what 
Moshesh would say ? 

Nehemiah asks to whom the unoccupied grounds in the Colony 
belong. 

The President answers, " to the Government." 
" Just so is it," says Nehemiah, " with Moshesh." 
The President asks whether Moshesh will insist on the right to let 

his people live on that ground. 
Nehemiah says that he does not look so narrowly to ground on 

which persons may live, and adds that he cannot answer the ques­
tion, but that it is for Moshesh to do so. 

The President asks whether Moshesh has empowered Nehemiah 
to say anything regarding the cattle which he (Moshesh) he.a pro­
mised to deliver out. 

Nehemiah answers, that Moshesh has given him no authority to 
do anything regarding the cattle which he promised to deliver out, 
but that should new thefts take place he was to follow up the 
spoor. 

The President asks whether Poshuli is a subject of Moshesh? 
Nehemiah says, His Honour must put that question to Poshuli. 
His Honour asks whether if the Government should undertake to 

compel Poshuli by a Commando to make compensation, Moshesh 
would interfere in the business? 

Nehemiah answered, "I do not know, I a.m not Moshesh." 
The President here says that Nehemiah had stated in his letter, that 

he had power to make arrangements to prevent bloodshed, and asks 
what o.rrangcments Nehemiah wns pre:pared to carry out. 
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Nehemiah answers that he is prepared to act in conformity to the 
agreement between the President and Moshesh. 

His Honour replies that that agreement has reference only to 
farms on the line, not to those lying within the Free State. 

Nehemiah answers, "Moshesh does not claim the grounds deep in 
•· the Free State, or in Basutoland, but the farms on the line." 

The President says, " Moshesh ought first to fix a line before being 
" able to meddle with lands in the Free State. Thtl line made by the 
"English Government is what the Free State Government took over." 

Nehemiah stlys that the Governor has not yet replied to Moshesh's 
request, to come and decide the line. 

The President asks why Moshesh does not allow the Burghers to 
live on this side of the line, until the dispute shall have been 
decided by arbitration. 

Nehemiah, says" Harry Smith says that the line is his (Moshesh's) 
and " Clerk has given it off." 

His Honour remarks that, when a line has been made, and when 
a dispute regarding that line arises, Moshesh by making an in­
fraction of that line, before the dispute has been settled by arbi­
tration, makes a declaration of war. 

Nehemiah promises the President to transmit to Moshesh, without 
delay, a letter addressed to him by His Honour, and the meeting 
terminates. 

The Landdrost of Caledon River releases Mr. Joseph Orpen, who 
was arreste<l. for his unwarranted and unauthorised interference with 
the dispute between the Free State Government and the Basutoe, 
and warns him to quit the State within 24 hours, or that otherwise 
he will be placed under arrest so long as the disturbances on the 
frontier shall continue. 

(Signed) 
(Signed) WILLIAM CoLLINS, Translator. 

J. SAUER. 

L,ttw from t"8 Pr,aicknt of the Orange Free State to the Chief Moduli. 
Klipplaats Drift, 11 th March, 1858. 

GREAT CHIEF,-1 have had a meeting this day with your son 
Nehemiah, but found that he was not authorized to agree to anything 
which would give me confidence in your sincerity to maintain peace 
with our State, so as to justify me in dismissing the armed Burghers 
now assembled. 

Posuli, a subordinate Chief of yours, has committed hostile acts 
within our State, by entering the same with a numerous armed band, 
by alarming the peaceable formers and their families. tnki1.g posses­
sion of several farms hclon~ng to Free State burghers, and thus 
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forcibly expelling them. Lebenya, another Chief, has actually unroofed 
a valuable farm house, destroyed the doors and windows, and broken 
down considerable portions of the walls. 

These hostile demonstrations have put the Landdrost under the 
necessity of calling out the Burghers in defence of our frontier inhabi­
tants. Not knowing what these-movements on the part of your people, 
110th here and on the Winburg side of our State, lately exhibited, may 
lead to, I found myself compelled to take extensive measures for the 
security of our frontiers. Mr. ~auer, the Landdrost of Smithfield, in 
the meantime had a meeting with your son Nehemiah, and proposed 
to you the most mild and reasonable terms, with the view, if possible, 
to arrange matters in an amicable way, and I fully expected to learn 
that you would at once have agreed to it, and shown every readiness 
to cause just satisfaction to be made for the wrongs which our people 
have suffered from your Chiefs; instead of which, Nehemiah has this 
day delivered into my hands two letters signed by himself,-one of 
which in particular puts forward all sorts of frivolous excuses for 
Posuli, and against his better knowledge trying even to justify that 
Chief's conduct he brings the most unfounded charges, upon hearsay 
statements, against some • of our fieldcornets,-and the only reply 
from you, which he states to have received verbally by a messenger, 
amounts to this, that you could not think of giving us any satisfaction 
as long as our men are under arms. 

I would have been fully justified at once to have given orders to our 
Burghers by force of arms to take that satisfaction which any nation 
or power would not for a moment have hesitated doing,-but as I am 
personally disposed for peace, and being anxious to avoid the horrors 
of war as long as there remains a single chance, I have determined 
once more to write to you, to give you an opportunity of proving that 
you are what you have so repeatedly professed to be, a man of peace. 

My request to you therefore is, that you answer me in writing on 
or before Friday morning the 19th instant, at Bloemfontein ~where I 
have appointed the R~ecutive Council to meet that day), on the follow­
ing questions : 

l. Are you willing to force and oblige Posuli and Lebenya within 
the period of one month to pay the dama!?es caused by them or their 
people to tho farms of our Burghers as above stated, according to a 
fair valuation ? 

2. \Vill you promise to take prom11t measures to prevent cattle 
stealing in our territories, and to remove Posuli and Lebenya far away 
from our boundaries ? 

3. Will you engage, with~ut any further delay, to pay up the 
arrears of comrensation for horses stolon by Basutos, as already 
undertaken by you, and to cause compensation to be made, accordinEi' 
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to your agreement with me, for such thefts as can be shown to have 
heen subsequently committed by your subjects? 

4. Will you engage to respect the boundary lines of our State, such 
as you agreed to with Major Warden, and which were confirmed by 
H. M. the Queen of England's High Commissioner, Sir Harry Smith, 
until such time as any alteration may be agreed to therein between the 
Paramount Chief of the Basuto nation and the Authorities of the Free 
State, either by mutual consent or by way of arbitration as proposed 
by you to His Excellency the Governor of the Cape Colony, to which 
this Government is inclined, upon fair and reasonable terms, to accede, 
-and prevent your people from entering our St.ate armed on any 
pretence whatever, on pain of being treated as enemies, unless previous 
consent shall have been obtained from the Landdrost? 

I request that your answers to these proposals may be candid and 
without any evasions, as upon them will depend peace or war between 
us, which latter I am most anxious to avoid, notwithstanding the 
repeated and great provocations given us, and the serious expense we 
have already been put to. I remain, your Friend, 

(Signed) J. BosuoF, President of the Free State. 

Letter from tM Pre8i<knt of the Orange Free State to tMHigh CominiBaioner. 
Bloemfontein, 16th March, 1858. 

Sm,-As Your Excellency will have perceived from the communica­
tion made to you by Mr. Sauer, the Landdrost of Smithfield, that he 
had reason to believe that an attack on that district was premeditated 
by the Basut-0 Chief Posuli, brother to the Chief Moshesh, I think it 
right in consideration of the interest which you have on former occasions 
shown in the welfare of this State, to inform you that I have been 
obliged to call out the Burghers in defence of the rights of this State, 
violated by the Basutos, and that we are at this moment on the point 
of a war with all the tribes that acknowledge Moshesh as their head. 

This Chief has, notwithstanding his solemn engagements to compen­
sate for robberies from time to time committed on our frontier farmers. 
failed to comply therewith. Several hundred horses are not yet given 
up ; the few delivered up by him are miserable Kaffir horses and 
mares, whilst the best horses stolen from our farmers are still retained 
and ridden by the natives, even before the eyes of their owners. It is 
true that Nehemiah, for a while, took measures which gave a consider­
able check to horse and cattle stealing on the Smithfield side ; but it 
now appears that the Basutos have beeq advised to annoy our farmers 
in another way to a still greater extent. 

Pretending that we occupy a conl'liderable portion of the Basuto 
,::ountry, and wilfully misinterpreting the treaty entered into by Moshesh 
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and myself at Smithfield in October, 1855, they have from time to time, 
in defiance of our laws to the contrary, entered far into the State in 
numerous armed bands, hunting and riding about, and thereby dis­
tu.rlJing the peace of our farmers and their families; but never have 
thE'y done so more daringly than since the publication in the Cap, 
Argus of the reports and misrepresentations of certain so-called Basuto 
Commissioners employed by the Editor of tha.t paper. 

To the meddling and misstatements of those men we have good 
grounds for ascribing the conduct of that people, who have latterly 
gone to such extremes that they have settled on several farms not 
formerly occupied by natives, entered the State in strong armed bands, 
and destroyed dwelling houses, orchards, and gardens, alleging that 
such farms are their property, that they have a right to occupy them, 
and cannot be expelled except by an order from Moshesh. 

That this Chief encourages them in such proceedings is evident, as 
no satisfaction can be got from him, and as he has, in fact, informed 
me that he claims a very considerable part of the Smithfield district, 
many years ago occupied, built upon, and improved by our people; 
and is prepared to support his claims, if need be, by support of arms. 

Under such circumstances it cannot be wondered at that our bor­
derers, expecting an attack from the Basutos, have gone into lagers. 
Whilst this was being done and measures were being taken for the 
security of our whole frontier line, cattle stealing has been carried on 
by the natives on the borders of the Winburg district, amounting 
within the la!!t ten days to three hundred head of cattle and forty 
horses, whilst five of the thieves have been shot and two wounded, and 
one man on our side wounded. 

Moshesh has refused to give us any satisfaction. This I ascertained 
beyond a doubt, on meeting his son Nehemiah at Fieldcornet Fouche's 
on the I 0th instant. The Chief pretends that the complaints of our 
people are frivolous; that they occupy lands which he only lent them ; 
that they are in fact his subjects, and ought to have looked to him for 
redress if they had any ground of complaint ; that he found no fault 
with Posuli ; that his people had a right to settle down on the same 
farms with our Boers, and that he was even surprised that they, the 
Boers, should go into lagers on his, Moshesh's, territory. 

Mr. Joseph M. Orpen had, on the invitation, as it appears, of Nehe­
miah, coi:ne over from Aliwnl, where he now resides, attended the 
meeting which Mr. Sauer, the Landdrost of Smithfield, held with 
that Chief on the 3rd instant, and acted as Nehemiah's secretary and 
adviser. On the last occasion, at which I was personally present, Mr. 
Orpen, accom1lanitld by one of the French missionaries, again attended, 
and requested to be allowed to assist Nehemiah, which I positively 
refus('d, telling him that I have reason to suspect him of advising the 

~ 
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Basutos to take the hostile attitude lately assumed by them, that his 
reports to the .J.rgu, are of themselves enough to excite a rupture 
between us and the Basutos, and that I could not allow him (who styles 
himself a justice of the peace of the Aliwal district) to interfere in our 
disputes with the natives. I had him placed under anest till the 
meeting was over, and then ordered him to quit the State. 

I mention this circumstance in the hope that Your Excellency may 
see cause io order such men to remain within the colony, and not to 
meddle in matters which can only bring ruin and bloodshed on hundreds 
of innocent people, particularly when, by the office they hold in the 
colony they can easily persuade the natives that they act on the 
authority of the Colonial Government. 

A war with the Basutos seems now unavoidable, and whether the 
Griquas and the native tribes over the Vaal will keep out of this 
quarrel remains to be seen. The Free State has many enemies, and 
the natives are easily excited and urged on to mischief by villainous 
white men. God only knows what will be the result of this struggle ; 
but it is clear to me that it cannot be avoided ; and I would only beg 
as a favour of Your Excellency that you will not prevent the colonial 
farmers from voluntarily coming to our assistance, to prevent the ruin 
and destruction of their relatives and fellow countrymen, should they 
be inclined so to act. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. N. BosnoF, President Orange Free State. 

L,tt,r from Paulu, Moperi to tM Lan<laroat of Winhurg. 
Umpukani, 17th March, 1858. 

MY TRUE AND WORTHY FRIEND,-! take the pen to communicate 
to you the feelings of my heart, I will speak to you of matters of 
great importance and I will speak most solemnly. I do this with 
the comforting belief that you will understand me, for I am happy to 
acknowledge it, I think there is a great deal of difference between 
your understanding and manliness and the understanding and man­
liness ef those you govern, and I bolieve moreover that there is 
nothing coUllllon between my friend Mr. Howell and the authors of 
this war. I would beg of yourself, my good friend, not to form any 
opinion about my ways or my acts from what the farmers might tell 
you, for I take you to be what I found you to be and not ~hat some 
of the farmers say that you are. 

Before I come to speak of others' faults I will speak of our own 
misdeeds. A man of Molitsnne's tribe has stolen three horses, in or 
about the vicinity of Bloemfontein, and. two young men of mine have 
stolen one horse each in the same vicinity. I was infornwd of tht> 
first theft by a friend of mine, and I went immediately to MolitAAne 
and said to him, " Chief, some months ago one of your mE>n came to 
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me for a pass along with some of my own people, who were going to 
look for work into the Free State, and to-day I hear that he has 
returned home with three • horses and a sadale which he has stolen. 
This does me harm among the white people, because they will think 
that those to whom I give passes are sent to steal. And now I come 
to demand those three horses and the saddle." Molitsane acceded to 
my request. 

Soon after two of my own men came in with one horse each, and 
they told me: " Well Chief, we are thieves, we have stolen these 
horses from a Boer, but it was not for the sako of stealing. It is now 
a law in the Free State that the Basutos who are working for the 
Boers must go and help them in the war. Our masters spoke very 
loudly of all they wore going to do with our tribe, they are going to 
shoot us down, to take our cattle and our country, the country of 
our forefathers, the country in which we were born ourselves. We 
certainly want to work for the Boors, but not to help them to kill 
our parents, brothers, and friends. Those who refuse to go to the 
war are punished and imprisoned, aud if we want to return to our 
country they refuse us a pass, and they moreover say that we will 
be shot if we are caught on the path. So Master, we only took these 
horses to avoid death." Although we know it for certain that the 
Free Staters are going to make war with us, although they are trying 
to force a good many of our countrymen to fight against their own 
king and their own country, we are not justified in taking anything 
from the Dutch farmers till they attack us fairly and decidedly. 
Therefore I send you four of the said horses before the war begins, 
the fifth horse is missing, and I have sent people to Jook for him, 
and if I ever find him I will send him back. I could not give you 
the names of the parties they belong to, but I trust they will easily be 
found out. 

Acting upon this very principle, I informed my brother Moshesh of 
the fact that Molitsane's people, mistaking the true state of things 
and being ignorant of the line of conduct we are to keep, had already 
begun to take cattle and horses from our enemies. Moshesh ordered 
me to proceed instantly to Molitsane's; I accordingly went and in 
a large meeting which I held there I ordered them to return the 
cattle they had taken. This will be colllplicd with. 

Allow me now to ask you one question: If we found in our country 
one or several Boers and wanted to force them to help us in repelling 
your attack, what would they think of our conduct in the Free State? 
I ask this question to yourself, to Mr. Boshof your Chief, and to 
everyl.,ody else in the Free Stute. 

You see that I have first accused myself, or rather confessed our 
wrongs. I think this is the first thing whi1·h every man ought to do, 

x~ 
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and as I do not try to conceal or disguise our faults, I hope that 
you will have the kindness to hear some of the wrongs of those 
who are under your laws. This must not offend you, because what I 
am going to tell you is true and true to my own knowledge. A 
few daye ago a small captain, by name N tsani, sent me a man, 
and this man said: Chief, Ntsani says, "that some of his people 
went yesterday to chase the birds on the green corn, they had off­
saddled there, the patrol of the next laager came up to take those 
horses, when the Basutos showed themselves, the farmers told them to 
lay down their arms, they said why do you require us to do such 
a thing, are we not in our own country, in our own gardens? But if 
you want us to lay down our arms and you do not do the same 
yourseh·es, perhaps you want to fire at us." Then the farmers said 
in an angry tone : Do not be seen again in this country, and they rode 
away. 

Woll, my good friend Mr. Howell, this march of the affairs affects 
me. There is no law which forbids us to prevent the birds from 
destroying our crops, and if tho boors assume the right of thus 
forbidding us, I think they do what you would not think of doing. 
And now, as I think the subjects ought to imitate their Chiefs, it 
follows that the farmers I speak of have done what was wrong, 
and what they had no right to do. 

Last Sunday I received a letter from you, in which yourself and 
His Honour the President tell me confidently that : However, neither 
Moshesh, Moperi, Molitsano, nor Molapo have to fear any aggression 
on our part, provided they keep quiet. And a little before (but in the 
same letter) you had said, that we need not fear any treacherous 
aggression on your part. Now, my dear friend, you are a Chief, 
and Mr. Boshof is a Great Chief, and I consider that I would greatly 
have insulted both Mr. Boshof and yourself had I not believed your 
protestations in a m11tter of such importance. Must I believe again 
the Chiefs of the Free State ? There was a patrol of six of our men 
out, they made a fire on the slope of a hill (but in our own country), 
the Boers sixteen in number appeared in the morning and chased 
them, firing volleys after them. Molitsane's son sent to me to ask 
permission to drive the 16 farmers into their !anger aud to destroy 
that laager. 

I did not allow them to do so because I knew such an act would 
much displease Moshesh. In the evening of the same day six of 
:Molitsane's men were going through the country, the Boers calll'd 
them, and one of the party rode up towards them, and as soon as he 
got within musket range, the fanners killed both the man and his 
horse. We view these facts in the following light, viz.:-

The farmers have entered our country without any provocation, and 
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they have mocked their Chief Boshof and yourself. I hope you will 
chastise them for this act. They have also treacherously killed a 
man ; my good friend, I speak very solemnly, there has been blood­
shed without the least provocation. Now remember it is the farmers 
who began. Remember that the Lord said to Cain: The blood of thy 
brother cries vengeance. Although Moshesh has given us directions 
for not 'being hasty in repelling the a~tack of the Boers, we would 
have been justified in killing the 16 Boers I speak of, but we have 
thought that it would be a mean thing to attack a few men. And 
again I have thought that there was a great deal of foolish rashness 
in their attack. I know it, because their words show it. The farmers 
think that we shall run away as Witsi did ; they believe thai it will 
be enough for them t-0 make their appearance. Full of this idea 
they foolishly attacked us. I have had pity on them, because it was 
the first time. 

As soon as we heard of the manner in which that man of Molitsane's 
was murdered, some of our mon began to cry out, the Boers are van­
quished, for to shoot a man in such a manner is a mark of great 
cowardice. And I say myself that if any of my men were to become 
guilty of such an act, I would not allow them to partake in the war, 
because they would be cowards. I would send them to the mountains 
of the Drakensberg. I say then that Grobbelaar (the leader of the 
16 men) is both a coward and a murderer. 

Nobody can say that we have as yet assumed any threatening 
asp<>ct. I am at homo, and all my Captains too, so is Molitsane and 
Moshesh with their people. According to your last letter, the Boers 
did not mean to interfere with any of us. But I will add: that 
Lesaoana, Masupha, Magari, and Mohali are all at home with their 
Captains, and all these are great Chi~s. So you cannot say that 
as a nation we have assumed a threatening aspect, but the farmers 
have. I must also tell you that Letsie has raised no Commando, but 
ho is within 7 hours ride from Poshuli, ready to help him if necessary. 
Letsie is now about 72 miles from the Smithfield frontier, so that he 
has no threatening aspect for the farmers. 

Well, my good friend, there is then a war ! I am sorry for it. We 
must ihen fight. you will fight 11nd I too will fight ; this must not 
make us bad friends whatever may be the result of the Battle. I 
have always believed that a war is a national quarrel and not a 
personal one. We must fight without hating individuals. 

Moshcsh told me that he received a letter from your Chief Boshof, 
in which letter I am accused of many things in connection with my 
last hunting. It is said that we have killed a vary great deal of 
game. This is very false, for we have ouly killed about half the 
quantity of what we used to kill at the preceding huntings. It it1 said 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



B.-\SUTOL.\ND RECORDS. Lts5s 

that one of my men ill-used a farmer, this is utterly false. It it1 said 
that we have skinned a great many wilds and left the bodies in the 
fields. This is a practice of a good many farmers I well know, but 
we have not done it in one instance, and I would punish any of my 
people who would do the like of it. 

They, the farmers, long for war, because they say their children are 
growing up and they must give them farms in our country, they will 
commence the war and they say there will be no more Kaflirs after this. 

I conclude, my dear friend, by a solemn and sincere Declaration. I 
have never stolen anything from the Dutch farmeri<, and if any of my 
people have ever taken anything, it has not often been the case, 
as restriction has always been made. There is not one farmer that 
can contradict me. My principle has always been, peace and respect 
to the white people, you well know it. However the farmers are 
pleased to accuse me at random, but without being able to prove their 
assertion. In fine they want war, let them have it, but I tell you 
beforehand it is not we that wish for it, so that if there is war it will 
be the work of the farmers. They think that the war will put the~ 
in possession of immense herds of cattle, but they ought to know that 
our cattle are dead. 

A rich man who attacks a poor man can gain nothing, he can only 
lose. I would therefore advise the Free State to prefer peace. 

(Signed) PAULL"S MoPEm. 

Prochi111atio11. 

Whereas the inhabitants have for these many years past been exposed 
to great damage and losses· of cattle, horses, and other property, 
through the various tribes of natives acknowledging the paramount 
authority of the Chief Moshesh, without adequate compensation having 
ever been made for any of tfte offonces in question, or the offenders 
having been punished, the consequence of which has been that cattle 
stealing and encroachments on the territory of this State became so 
aggravated that, towards the end of the year 1855, hostilities had 
already begun to appear inevitable, and would unquestionably have 
taken place, had not the Chio£ Moshesh been induced, by the mediation 
of the Governor of the Cape Colony, to enter into a compact with the 
President, whereby he agreed to respect the lands which were in 11osses­
sion of burghers of this State, and consented to his subjects being 
removed from them, whoroby he engaged to pay regard to the law 
against vagrancy in force in this State, and to cause his subjec·ts to 
obey it, and undertook to cause indemnification for stolen cattle and 
horses to be made, from the period of the taking over of the State from 
the British Government, and likewise engaged to prevent robberies, 
and to punish offenders for the future ; 
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But whereas the Chief Moshesh has in no respect adhered to the com­
pact in question, inasmuch as the promised compensation has been but 
partially paid, and that with refuse Kaffir cattle and horses, while those 
that have been stolen remain in possession of the Basutos and their 
captains, while tho vagrant law is continually, and in spite of all 
warnings, contravened in different parts of the State by the Basutos, 
who scour the country without any pass in armed bands of senral 
hundreds, whether to hunt game, which they destroy and leave lying 
in heaps, or under other pretexts, declaring that they have no need 
of passes, as being the rightful owners of the soil. Whereas cattle 
and horse stoaling has been uninterruptedly continued on a greater 
or 8maller scale, insomuch that in Winburg district horses and beeves 
to thA amount of some hundreds have been recently swept off ; and 
inasmuch as certain captains, among whom are Posuli, a brother of 
Moshcsh, and Lebenya, have from time to time so persisted in harass­
ing the inhabitants of Caledon River district, by threats of a hostile 
character, that the latter have been obliged to leave their dwellings, 
and have lately gone to such lengths as to squat in armed bands on 
inhabited farms, and after their occupiers have quitted thorn, have 
laid waste and destroyed houses, orchards, and gardens, so that at 
tho beginning of last February the frontier inhabitants were once 
more forced to quit their farms and to congregate in lagers. 

And. whereas the Chief Moshesh has haughtily refused to comply 
with two very equitable proposals made to him by the Landdrost of 
Smithfield, viz.,-thut compensation should be made for the desolated 
farms according to a fair valuation; and secondly, that the Basutos 
shall be driven from the farms of which they have lately and unjustly 
taken possession. 

His Honour the President has accordingly resolved, after consulta­
tion with the members of Volksraad, Field Commandants, and 
Fieldcornets assembled at the camp between Orange and Ca.led.on 
Rivers, on the 3rd and 11 th of this current month, to desire of the 
Chief Moshesh distinct and unequivocal answers to the following 
questions, on which shall hinge the issue of peace or war, viz.:-

1. Are you willing to force and oblige Posuli and Lebenya to pay 
over, according to an equitable valuation, within the space of one 
month, the amount of damage done by them or their people to the 
farms of our burghers as before mentioned ? 

2. Will you promise to adopt prompt measures to put a stop to 
cattle stealing in our territory, and that you will remove Posuli and 
Lobenya to a considerable distance from our limits? 

3. Will you undertake, without further delay, to pay up the arrear 
compensation for horses stolen by Basutos, us you have already 
engaged, and, in conformity with your compact with me, to give 
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indemnification for such thefts as shall be proved to have been 
subsequently committed by your subjects? 

4. Will you engage to respect the boundaries of our State, accord­
ing to your agreement with Major "\Varden, and the ratification of Sir 
Harry Smith, the High Commissioner of H.M. the Queen of England, 
till such time as it shall have been agreed between the Chief of the 
Basuto nation and the Government of the Free State to make any 
alteration therein, whether by mutual consent, or by means of arbi­
tration, as was proposed by yourself to H.E. the Governor of the Cape 
Colony, to which the government will consent on reasonable terms, 
and to remove your people from our State, and to prevent them from 
entering it armed, under any pretence whatever, on pain of being 
treated as enemies, unless they shall have obtained the Landdrost's 
previous consent thereto ? 

To which questions Moshesh was requested to send a written 
answer, on or before Friday morning, the 19th current-this day. 

And whereas no answer has been sent, and it thus clearly appears 
that Moshesh is disinclined towards peace, and there are moreover the 
clearest indications that :Moi;:hesh excuses and justifies the proceedings 
of Posuli and other captains, and claims as his own territory a large 
inhabited, cultivated, and improved portion of this State, and considers 
the burghers of the State, who reside therein, as his subjects: 

Wherefore His Honour the President, in consideration of the facts 
and reasons above recited, with the advice and consent of the 
Executive Council, and by virtue of the authority conceded to him by 
the Honourable Volksraad, at its late session, declares that no other 
course is now open for the State than to assert its rights against 
the guilty Basuto tribes by force of arms, to consider and treat them 
as enemies until they have rendered full rntisfaction for all the insults 
and injuries to the authorities, burghers, and inhabitants of this 
State. And the inhabitants and burghers are hereby called on to 
do their duty amid these painful circumstances, in defence of their 
rights and for the preservation of the country and its people, in 
the firm reliance that the Almighty will crown their efforts with an 
honourable and permanent peace. 

Done and proclaimed at Bloemfontein, in the Orange Free State, on 
this 19th day of March, 1858. 

By Order. 
(Signed) 
(Signed) 

J. BosnoF, State President. 
J. W. SPRUIJT, Gov. Sec. 

E:rtracta fr"m a Letter of the Government Serretary of the Orange Fr11 

State to the Landdroat of Smithfield. 
Bloemfontein, 19th March, 1858. 

His Honour is of opinion that it will be advisable, before the com-
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mando advances into Basutolnnd, that you adopt such menstu-es 
regarding the Mission Station, Beersheba, or Zevenfontein, on this 
side the Caledon River, and the other one named Hebron beyond the 
river, and both situated within our limits, that no fear need be 
apprehended from those points, viz., by marching thither with a 
sufficient force, and driving out and mastering all those who belong to 
the enemy, and by taking under protection such as will submit to this 
Government, by administering the oath to them, provided they do not 
belong to the tribes which may be properly termed subjects of Moshesh, 
and that you take for further security, as hostages, their Chiefs, or 
some of their Chiefs' sons, or other principal persons, or should need 
be, that you also disarm them. 

In the event of their non-compliance, or of their violent resistance, 
you can drive them away by force, carefully bearing in mind that the 
missionarie~ and their families continue wholly unmolested, but you 
can take measures that the missionaries of both stations remain at 
Zevenfontein, and that all communications thence with the Basutos be 
prevented, on pain of imprisonment and of being dealt with according 
to law. 

(Signed) J. w. SPRUIJT. 

Letter from the Lomldrost of Winb11r9 to Pauliu ;l/operi. 
Winburg, 20th March, 1858. 

Goon FRIE1'"D,-I am in receipt of your favour; it contains a great 
doal of good sense, but also misstatements of facts and a little 
bravado, which latter a brave man ought not to use. Your letter 
I will send to my Chief Boshof. 

Neither I nor people in my district have acted, as I am aware, 
contrary to the spirit of my last letter to you. Your missionary, the 
Revd. Mr. Loggegaray, will communicate to you the great number of 
thefts committed in this district alone during the month of March; 
and yet the Basutos cry: Why do the hoers make war. I am, &c., 

(Signed) J. M. HoWBLL. 

Ldtter from the Chief Moshesh to tl,e President of the Orange Free State. 
Thaba Bosigo, 22nd April, (sic) 1858. 

SIR,--Your favour of the 11 th instant came to hand only on Tuesday 
last, and as I wish my answer to meet with the very day appointed by 
you, I send it without any more delay. 

Among the many questions which at many times were ever ready to 
disturb peace between the whites and the blacks, there is a great one 
which lays at the bottom of all the other questions, I mean the bound­
aries question. 
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That question did not trouble us at all in the first beginning of the 
arrival of the whites, because I received them in my own country in a 
peaceful manner, and th£:n they were much obliged unto mo for having 
let them pasturage for their flocks. 

That que11tion did arrive afterwards, when these people began to 
consider themselves as the owners of the tract of land only !ended unto 
them. 

But today you say we must acknowledge the limit of the Major 
"\Varden, imposed upon me by force, although that very limit has bt>en 
disclaimed as unjust by the High Commissioners Hogge and Owen, 
by the General Cathcart, and by Sir George Clerk. 

When the General Cathcart took his leave from the Basutoland, he 
said that all that has been previously done by force by the English 
Government was abolished. 

I am therefore very astonished to hear again about a line which 
takes off so many Basutos from the very places where their forefathers 
were living, and cut off so many villages from my dominion. 

But although divided with you upon that question which has causrd 
so many disturbances to trouble us. I desire not at all to settle it by the 
force ol weapons, and I accept with much gratitude the proposition 
contained in your favour of the 11 th instant of settling the matter by 
way of arbitrators, and I shall be much happy if His Excellency the 
Governor G. Grey may accede to our desires. 

In consequence of that, I shall write immediately to His Excellency, 
and whilst waiting for his answer, I hope that you will ket•p pence on 
the frontier, and not allow your people to come armed in my own 
country. I should like very much to see them going back to their 
farms with their families, for the lagers are producing much excitation 
amongst my people, and shall excite some of them to do mischief. 

You can believe me if I say I am still the old Moshesh who shall 
never begin to fight against a people with whom I like to keep peace 
and good understanding. Believe me, Sir, Yours truly, 

Mark X of MosnEsB. 

Letter from th.e President of the Oran,qe Free State to the Chief Moshesli. 
Bloemfontein, 22nd March, 1858. 

GREAT CmEF,-l received a letter yesterc.ay afternoon, erroneously 
dated 22nd April, signed with a X, and purporting to be from you, in 
answer to my letter to you of the 11 th instant. In times and under 
circumstances like the present, and particularly on subjects of such 
grave importance, I think it absolutely necessary that your communi­
cations should be attested by your seal, as has been customary of 
late, and witnessed by the signatures in the handwriting of at h.•u.si 
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two persons residing with you, and known to us, in order to prevent 
imposition and to remove nil doubt. 

Taking the letter now before me to have really come from you, as 
alleged, I lose no time in replying thereto. 

N el:i.emiah promised to forward my letter of the 11 th to you immedi­
ately, that was on Thursday, and it could have reached you on Friday 
the 12th, if ordinary diligence had been used. That it did not reach 
you before Tuesday (the 16th) can only be ascribed to intentional 
delay, but still if you had answered immediately, as you say you have, 
the letter might easily have reached me by midday of the 19th. 

On the 19th the Executive Council met, and there being no anfwer 
from you, I have been advised to issue a proclamation, a copy of which 
I enclose you herewith. Had your present communication been 
straightforward and to the point, and !!hown that you were indeed 
anxious to preEierve peace, I might still have felt justified in taking 
measures of a similar tendency ; it, however, clearly shows the con­
trary, for you have not even so much as alluded to the three first 
demands which I made in my letter of the 11th, and your answer to 
the fourth is unsatisfactory, inasmuch as you have not stated whether 
you will respect the line which I have named, and desist from 
intermeddling in affairs which belong to this Government, and remove 
your people into your own country beyond that line until that question 
could be settled as proposed by me. 

Such being the ease, you have put it out of my power to dismiss the 
Burghers now assembled under arms, and to desire those families who 
have been driven from their homes to return thereto, and I feel it my 
duty to proceed in takiug such measures as I shall find unavoidable 
for the defence of our just rights. Whatever the consequences may 
be, the blame will rest on you entirely, as even on the dispute which 
you have raised as to the line, I have never been able clearly to ascer­
tain from yourself to what extent you mean to claim the land, whether 
it only refers to the district of Caledon River, or to any and what other 
parts of the Free State, and if so, to what extent. 

Should I have to send any further communication to you or any of 
your inferior Chiefs, I shall do so by letter under a flag o! truce,· by 
one or two unarmed men, to one or other of the nearest posts within 
your territory. I shall instruct the Landdrosts, Commandants, and 
Fieldcornets to observe the same rule, and expect that from your side 
you will do the same. 

Any further communication which you may wish to make to me, 
please forward addressed to the Landdrost of Smithfield, to whom I 
shall give instructions to act in my name, with the advice of the 
Council of War. Believe me, yours truly, 

(Signed) J. BosnoF, President Orange Free State. 

Digitized by Google 



332 llASUTOLAND RECORDS. [1858 

E.rtract, from a Letter of the La11ddro,t of Smithfield to t/1e Gorert1111ent 
Secretary of the Orange Free State. 

Smithfield, 22nd March, 1858. 
I shall march early tomorrow morning against Zevenfontein. Com­

mandants Van der Walt and Weber will together give 100 men, and 
another 100 of their men will take up a position to keep Nehemiah in 
check. I have heard that that Chief has fled with Posuli to the 
mountain. 

From Provisional Commandant Ackerman I have asked for 100 
men and Fieldcornet Taljnard will be able to furnish 60 men, so that 
a favourable result may be calculated on. 

The force between the two ·rivers is now about 600 men, and I 
believe that additional reinforcements are coming on. 

I have further the honour to state that 9 mounted Kaffirs, armed 
with good guns, have been made prisoners by one of the patrols. Two 
sons of Mareka, a Zevenfontein Captain, subject to l\Ioshesh, were 
among their number. I shall detain them until they can be tried by 
the Krygsraad. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Letter fro,n th4 S11perintc11de11t of the Wittebergen J.t11live Reserve to the 
Reside11t Magistrate of Aliwal North. 

Wittebergen, 22nd March, 1858. 
Mv DEAR MR. BunxEr,-All is still quiot in tho Reserve. Some 

of tho s·tation Basutos who have been in the Lesuto for several weeks 
purchasing cattle returned on Friday last, and they say they have been 
as far as Moshesh's mountain and saw very great preparations made 
throughout the whole country, and that there will be a very large 
force brought against the Boers. This party saw Letsie's collllllando 
moving towards the frontier, and my informant is the schoolmastl•r of 
the i;tation, a very intelligent man gro,vn up :n the Colony. He says 
that Letsie's force amounts to 3,800 men, half are mounted and tho 
other half on foot, the mounted men are all armed with guns. 

If this statement be true, you will see that there is to be a very con­
siderable force brought against the Boers, as Poshuli and Lebenya 
will have at least 1,200 men between them, so that at the very lowest 
calculation the 800 men of the Boers going in at the Kotisberg will 
have to contend against some 5,000 or 6,000 Basutos. I have not 
heard what Nehemiah's force is to be, but I suppose he will have some 
400 or 500 men. 

I regret that I hnve not y13t heard the result of Moshesh's answer 
to the President of Friday. If war does break out I fear it will be a 
life and death struggle, and it will be a very critical timti for this 
frontier. • • • • 

(Signed) JoBN AuaTEN. 
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.&:tracts from a Ldkr of the Landdroat of Smitltjield to tl,e Governmenl 
Seeretary of the Orange Free State. 

Smithneld, 23rd March, 1858. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to state for the information of His Honour 

the President, that I left this place at 4 o'clock this morning, with an 
armed force, in order to disarm the hostile Kaflirs at Zevenfontein, 
and to make such arrangements as might conduce to the safety of the 
district. 

After arriving there, I summoned them four ti,ius during the space 
of two hours, to surrender their arms, threatening, in the event of 
their refusal, to fire upon them. With this demand Captain Mooi, 
of Moroko's tribe, a/011-e complied. The other captain, Mareka, a 
subject of Moshesh, as well as some Basutos who said they had ,w 
chief or captain, obstinately refused to comply with my demand; for 
which reason I was compelled to fire on them. The consequence was 
that about 30 were killed. Twenty others were shot by a party of 
burghers whom I had placed during the night in ambush on the 
Caledon, and who had had a fight early in the morning, before we 
reached Zeve11fontei11, with a patrol of Nehemiah's, who had come 
from the side of Elandsberg, with the apparent intention of strength­
euing the Zeveufontein Kaffirs. 

On our side, only two burghers have been slightly wounded, and 
one horse shot dead. 

I have now in the neighbourhood of the village about 3,000 head of 
cattle· and a good number of horses, and I believe that Commandant 
Weber, whom I left at Zevenfontein with his burghers to do what was 
requisite, will bring up a great many more. The burghers of Acker­
man, aud especially the townspeople of Bloemfontein, are brave 
fellows. They stormed the houses gun in hand, aud set them on fire 
by their discharges. • 

I beg further to mention that I have brought Captains Mooi and 
Mareka to town with me as prisoners. 

(Sigued) J. SAUER. 

Proclamation. 

Whereas it is my desire, as the Representative of Her Majesty the 
Queen, in case hostilities should uufortuuately take place between the 
Government of the Orange Free State and the Basuto Chief Moshesh, 
to preserve, if possible, a strict neutrality: And whereas some in­
hal.,itants of this Colouy, in igoorauce of the state of the law in 
reference to this subject, have applied for permission to repair to 
places beyond the colonial boundary, there to engage in such hostilities, 
in case they shall break out: And whereas it is fitting that all Her 
Majesty's subjects within this Colony should be informed regarding 
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the policy of the Government, and the state of the law upon the 
subject of the unauthorized interference by such subjects in such 
hostilities as those at present threatened: Now, therefore, I do hereby 
proclaim, declare, and make known that, by an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, commonly called " The 
Foreign Enlistment Act,"-which Act extends to all Her Majesty's 
dominions,-it is amongst other things enacted that if any natural 
born subject of Her Majesty shall, without the leave and licence of 
Her Majesty first had and obtained, go to any foreign state or country, 
with intent to serve in any warlike or military operation whatever, 
under or in aid of any foreign state or people, the person so offending 
shall be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanour,-and, upon convic­
tion, shall be punishable by fine and imprisonment, or either of them, 
at the discretion of the court before which such offender shall be 
convicted. And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known, that 
if any person, whether an inhabitant of this Colony or a person coming 
into this Colony from beyond the boundary, shall, within this Colony, 
engage or procure, or attempt or endeavour to engage or procure, 
any person or persons whatever to serve or be employed in any 
warlike or military service or employment, under or in aid of any 
Foreign State or Government, such person will be guilty of a mis­
demeanour, and will be liable, upon conviction, to the punishment 
above set forth. 

And I do hereby warn and enjoin all Her Majesty's subjects in this 
Colony to remain and abide therein, in case the hostilities now appre­
hended should take place, and do charge and command all Civil 
Commissioners, Resident Magistrates, Justices of the Peace, and 
Fieldcornets, to use their best endeavours to prevent any contraven­
tions of the Act of Parliament above referred to, and of all other laws 
of a like nature in force within this Colony. 

Goo SA VE THE QUEEN ! 
Given under the Public Seal of the Settlement of the Cape of Good 

Hope, this 24th day of March 1858. 
(Signed) GEORGE GREY, Governor. 

By command of His Excellency the Governor. 
(Signed) RAWSON w. RAwsoN, Colonial Secretary. 

nespatc/1 from the Hi9h Commissioner to the S,cretary of State for the 
Colo11ies. 

Cape Town, 25th March, 1858. 
Srn,-I have tho honour to transmit for your information the copy 

of a Proclamation I yesterday issued, in relation to the hostilitiC's still 
pending UC't\n•en the Orange Free State and Moshesh, in which I 
declare that, should such hostilities wifortW1ately taktl place, it is the 
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desire of this Government, if possible, to preserve a strict neutrality, 
and in which I further warn all persons of the pains and penalties 
they will render themselves liable to, if they pass out of this Colony 
with the view of taking part in the operations of either of the two 
parties. 

2. I beg again to point out that we are not in point of fact pre­
serving a strict neutrality. ,ve perIµit one party, in procuring arms 
antl ammunition, to obtain the means of destroying the uther. We 
prevent this latter party from obtaining the means of preserving their 
country and their lives, by prohibiting them from purchasing arms 
and ammunition. The existing treaties leaving, however, in the view 
of Her Majesty's Government no choice in this matter, I can only 
endeavour to preserve as strict a neutrality as circumstances will 
permit of. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

utter from Commandant W. J. Pretoriw to the Landdroat of Winburg. 
Korannaberg, 26th March, 1858. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to inform you that yesterday, in the 
neighbourhood of Korannaberg, 170 of our burgh«:lrs had an engage­
ment with two commando~ne of Pa,tlus Moperi and one of 
Molitsane-all very well armed and mounted, between 800 and 900 
men strong. After an obstinate fight of three hours, the enemy 
had to retreat to the mountains, and were pursued till late in the 
afternoon. 

We have to lament the loss of one man, named De Lange, killed, 
one man slightly wounded in the shoulder, and the hand of a third, 
by the bursting of his gun, has been so shattered that it will probably 
require amputation. De Lange's death, however, is attributable to 
his indiscretion in galloping alone into the midst of the enemy. 

Between 35 and 40 Kaffirs are believed to ha\"e been killed. More 
than 30 horses, a few guns, powder, horns, and bandoliers were 
left behind by. the retreating enemy, and several horses were shot. 
The burghers behaved themselves with much intrepidity. I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. J. PRETORIUs, Commandant. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Krygsraad to the La11ddrost of Smithfield. 
Camp at Vechtkop, 28th March, 1858. 

Srn,-By order of the Commandant General I have the honour to 
inform you herewith that our force advanced on the 26th current 
from Lct'uwspruit to Tienfontein, W'hile Fieldcomet P. du Plessis 
mo,·ro with J.iO men to the extreme point of Elandsberg, in the 
direction of Bushman's Kop, and met us agnin in the evening at 
Tienfontein, without anything worthy of notico having occurred. 
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Next day we marched to Vechtkop, at which we· arrived early in 
the morning. On reaching this place we observed a few Kaffirs at 
a short distance galloping backwards and forwards, upon whom 
nu attack was imme<liately made, whereupon the Bnsutos mado 
their appearance from all sides. 

,Vhile a portion of the commando was thus engaged, Nehemiah 
Moshesh made his appearance with a body of men, estimated at 
200, and advanced to attack our people in the rear. This movement 
having been fortunately noticed by the force at the camp, 30 men 
were promptly detached thence to meet him, who succeeded in forcing 
him to retreat, after losing 6 of his people. 

After a few hours fighting Poshuli's commando was also beattin, 
although his people were fully thrice as numerous as ours. 

The number of those who have fallen on the side of the enemy 
has not been correctly ascertained, although five-and-twenty bodies 
were counted by our people; it is however supposed that many are 
lying in the mountains. Ou our side we have had only one man 
wounded, viz., Mr. Van der ,valt, a volunteer from the district of 
Aliwal North, who has been hit in the leg with a bullet, but not 
dangerously. 

The Kaffirs are all retr€ating to Langeberg; it is therefore the 
desire of the Commandant General that you should send orders to 
Commandant Ackerman to join our force. He is also anxious to be 
apprised of the movements of the ,vinburg commando. that the 
operations of our force may be shaped accordingly. 

The Chief Jan Letelle has conducted himself extremely well, as 
have also his people, and he deserves great praise. Only about 300 
of our people ha\"e been engaged. Requesting you will acquaint 
His Honour the President herewith, I have, &c. 

(Signed) By order, C. B. JANso~, Sec. to Krygsraad. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Krygaraad to the Landdroat of Smithfield. 
Camp at Vechtkop, 29th March, 1858. 

SIR,-By order of the Commandant General I have the honour to 
inform you herewith that yesterday afternoon some Kaflirs on the 
Vechtkop appearing to be making their escape, a number of our 
burghers were detached after them, and after engaging them killed 17 
of their number, among whom is said to be Makwaai or Makai, a 
brother of Moshesh. The Kaffirs, 600 in number, twice charged our 
people, numbering 150, without anyone having fallen on our side, and 
at last fled. 

In chasing the Kafnrs. our burghers penetrated into Poshuli's town, 
and wholly destroyed it. 
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This morning a commando of 300 men again went out, who, after 
having scoured the whole of Vechtkop, crossed Cornet Spruit, but did 
not fall in with more than 20 Kaffirs, of whom 5 were killed. 

The number of cattle taken from the enemy amounts to 154, and 
that of horses 4,5. 

Comruarnlant Ackermann has requested to be informed when he is 
to advance ; be pleased to give him immediate instructions on that 
head. I have, &c., 

(Signed) By order, C. B. JAxsos, Sec. to Krygsraad. 

Letter from the High Com,11issioner to tl,e President of the Orange Free 
StatB. 

Government House, Cape Town, 30th March, 1858. 
Sra,-1 had the honour of receiving on the 29th instant your 

letter of the 16th of this month, acquainting me that Your Honour 
had been obliged to call out the burghers· of the Orange Free 
State, in defence of their rights, which had been violated by 
the Basutos; that you were on the point of a war with all the tribes 
that acknowledge Moshesh as their head ; that it was clear to 
you that this struggle could not be avoided, and begging, as a 
favour, that I would not prevent the inhabitants of this colony 
from going to your assistance, to prevent the ruin and destruction of 
their relatives and countrymen, if they were inclined to do so. 

2. It was with the most sincere regret that I heard that the Orange 
Free State was likely to be in.voh-ed in such Rerious difficulties, which, 
however, I Rtill earnestly hope may be avoided. 

3. I am sorry that Your Honour did not, at an earlier period, 
apprise me of what was passing between the Government of the 
Orange Free State and the Basutos. Our interests must be most 
materially involved, if a war breaks out between the Free State and 
lfoshcsh, and it would have been most satisfactory to me to have 
received the earliest possible notification of the probability of such a 
wnr, and to have been kept advised of the course which events were 
taking. The only other communication connected with this subject 
whieh has reached me from your Government was the letter from the 
landdrost of Smithfield, of the 21 st of last month. 

4. Having no other information before me, and some of the in­
habitants of this colony having applied to this Government for 
permission to repair to the Orange Free State, there to engage in the 
hostilities which, they alleged, were about to break out with Moshesh, 
I thought it my duty to issue a proclamation, a copy of which is here­
with enclosed. declaring my desire, as the representative of Her 
?ifojesty the Queen of England. in case hostilities should unfortunately 

y 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



338 :BASUTOLAND RECORDS. [1858 

take place between the Government of the Orange Free State and the 
Basuto Chief Moshesh, to preserve, if possible, a strict neutrality, and 
to that decision I still feel it my duty to adhere. 

5. In reference to the observations Your Honour makes on the 
subject of the interference of Mr. Orpen, and upon remarks which have 
appearrd regarding the Free State and the Basutos in the colonial 
press, I have to state that this Government neither has interfered, nor 
will it interfere, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of aiding per­
sons to meddle in the affairs of the Free State or of having comments 
made in the colonial press, favourable or unfavourable, to either of 
the parties involved in these disputes ; but further than that ( although 
I have every desire to give Your Honour such assistance as I could in 
the difficulties of your present position), it is not in my power to go. 
The rights of British subjects, and of the British press, can only be 
determined or controlled by the courts of the country, and in no other 
way can this Government interfere in them. But I feel sure that 
Your Honour must be well aware that the Government of the Cape of 
Good Hope could not do more than I have above stated, and that our 
refraining from taking other steps in these matters arises from no want 
of a friendly feeling towards the Government or the inhabitants of the 
Orange Free State. I have, &c., 

(Signed). G. GREY. 

E.ctracta from a Report of Command,a.nt Weber to the President of the 
Orange Free State. 

4den April, 1858. 
Op den 3den April 1858 is eeu Commando van 650 man uit­

getrokken ten eiude den vijand te achtervolgeu. Toen hetzelve 
aau de audere zijde van de plaats "de Hel" gonaamd was gekomeu, 
en daar van de Kaffers eeuige beesteu had afgeuomeu, werd eeu 
bevel gegeven om eeu lager te trekkeu. Toeu men dit voornemens 
was, zag men eeu der Commandos van de Kaffers, omtreut 200 man 
sterk, aanrukken. V eldcornet Pienaar ( die in de plaats van Com­
mandant Van der Walt was, welke door ongesteldheid verhinderd was 
het commando bij te wonen) gaf toen bevel op te klimmen. 30 man 
zijn toen met gemelden veldcornet zamen gejaagd, welke deze 
Kaffers hebben verdreven tot bij een ander Kaffer commando. Dit 
tweede Commando heeft, nadat ouze manschappen hunne schoten 
hadden afgevuurd, storm gejaagd, waarop ouze meuschen retireerden, 
geen 600 schredeu verder echter of de Kaffers wareu onder deze 30 
man, waren 16 gedood, een zwaar gewond, en 3 ligter gewond 
warden. 

De menschen in het gevecht hebben toen geritereerd tot na eel\ 
!\nnliggende kop van waar zij weder begonnen te vuren. 
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Terzelfder tijd is het eommando onder Prov. Com'1t. H. Smit 
bijgekomen, en deze heeft alstoen met 40 man, waaronder eenige der • 
mauschappen van Com••t. Yan der Walt en Ackerman de Kaffers toe 
gejaagd en ze uit een gedrov9n. De Kaffers hebben toen deze 
menschen ook wcder storm gejaugd, doch zijn met verlies terug 
ge;;lagen. Dit is het laatste gevecht dat zij tot nog toe gehad hebben. 
Het worclt gezcgd dat Letsie met zijn commando ook hierbij tegen­
woordig is. Het getal der g-edooden Knffers dat geteld is bedraagt 
61, alsmede een blank persoon die in hunne gelederen vocht. 620 
bcesten, 874 schapen en bokkcn, en 27 llnarden zijn op den vijand 
veroverd. 

(Geteekend) H. WEDER. 

Edrads ji-0111 ,i Lf'tfer of tl,e Rer. S. Rolltmd to tl1e Rei:. E. Casalis, 
.Director of tl1e P11ris Ernngeli('((l Mi~.~io11 Societ!J, 

Carmel, 7th April, 18.58. 
I hasten to inform our committee, through you, that war has 

broken out between the Orange Free State and the Basutos. 
The Proclamation by which the President declared war against 

Moshesh was issued on the 19th March. 
There is an article in it stating that Missionaries shall be protected, 

but that if they compromise themselves they shall be thrown into 
prison. It was further stated that Beersheba and Hebron, being on 
the road (to the central parts of the Basuto country), it was necessary 
to begin the war by securing those two stations. 

I was ignorant of all this, and received from Smithfield the most 
friendly letters, so that on the 23rd we saw ourselves surrounded on all 
sides before anything had transpired. 

At my request the principal Chief of the place, Moeletsi, and the 
men enpnhle of resisting left the station, in order to avoid useless 
blood-;hed, and I undertook to save the aged, the sick, the women, and 
the children. I hastened to display the emblem of peace, a white 
flag. At the first summons I declared that no resistance would be 
made, that we felt oonscious of no guilt, and that I begged the place 
might be spared, I was told that if in five minutes every weapon was 
not laid down, the firing would begin. I answered that we had 
surrendered, and if some time was granted me I would deliver up the 
arms. I gathered eighteen gurn,, which the Boers counted; but the 
cannon was fired and a diseharge of small arms began, which lasted 
nhout ten minutes. I left off gathering in weapons to seek a shelter 
from the bullt'ts, which rained in by hundreds. It appears, however, 
thnt the Boe>rs ainlC'd at the roofs of the houses, for only Old Abraham 
Malotse was killed. Then came another summons to the effect that 
w~ should dt>liver all our cattle within five minutes. I ordered it to 

'Y 2 
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. be brought out of the kraals. The Chieftains, Mooi and Mareka, 
who had remained with me, obeyed at once. 

But the people in the village of Lichaba, on the hill, were too far 
to hear me, and there the cattle remained shut up. Then a fresh 
discharge of musketry took place, and lasted about ten minutes. The 
remainder of the cattle were brought in, and I delivered thirty guns, 
various assagais, battle axes, ammunition, etc. A messenger came 
then to inform me that the fight was over, and that I was desired to 
send the chieftains ( who had remained with me) to treat. I sent Mooi 
and Mareka. The latter was told that his property was confiscated, 
and that he should be sent to prison until the end of the war. Mooi 
was b remain in Smithfield as a hostage. Then came a fourth sum. 
mons, that guns had been perceived in the village of Lichaba, and 
that if after five minutes any of the people of that village had not 
come to the Mission house, they would thereby forfeit their lives. I 
sent to call them; some obeyed, two remained, and about ten took 
refuge in a ravine. 

~Iy messenger had hardly returned when the firing began again. 
The 9 or 10 persons who had fled into the ravine were pm·sued and 
killed. The village was set fire to, and the two men who tried to 
resist were made prisoners. The place was pillaged, and our position 
became intolerable, I begged that something might be done for our 
personal safety. 

Three days after an escort arrived to take me to Smithneld. I 
refused at first, and said I would rather die on my station with what 
remained of my flock, but I was told that the Free State Government 
would not take a second time the trouble of bringing me out, and 
would not be responsible any longer for what might happen to me. 
Then I decided to load up my waggon, but I had uo longer oxen to 
drag it, and was obliged to hire some from a Boer. 

I left Beersheba, the heart rending with sorrow. It would be 
impoi,;sihle for me to describe my feelings. Beer8hrba exists 110 lon_qer. 
Its only fault was being on the frontier. I know no other. I have 
remained three days at Smithfield, and have gone back to the station 
to fetch a few things. Every time I have gone I have found the 
doors and windows forced open, and many things carried away, such 
as linen, cooking materials, &c. I have lost my horses and my cattle. 
Mr. Sauer, the Landdrost, ordered that my sheep should be given 
baek to me. I received fine promises for the rest, and am told that 
after the war I may recover it, hut only any appearance of fault on 
our part will suffice to cause the whole to be confiscated. I am 
at Carmel with about the fourth part of my congregation, I do 
not know where to find food for from three to four hundred people, 
and we are without a sholter for the winter. 
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The pretence of the war is the farm of De ,vinnaar which Poshuli 
occupied. We have no news from the Brethren in the Interior. We 
have been threatened with prison if we communicate with the Basuto 
country. 

(Signed) s. ROLLAND. 

Extracts from a Letter of the President of tlte Orange Free State to tlte 
President and th~ Commandant General of the South African 

RepHblic. 
Bloemfontein, 9den April, 1858. 

Jaren lang hebben de burghers van dezen staat geleden onder de 
veerooveryen en andere kwellingen van de Basutos, en altoos met de 
grootste toegeeflykheid en verdraagzaamheid gehandeld, om, imlien 
mogelyk, den vrede te bewaren, maar naar mate de verdraag­
zaamheid aan de eene zyde was, was de toenemende trotschheid en 
overschreiding aan den anderen. 

Dat volk, dat binnen de herinnering van velen onzer, als verstrooide, 
verslagene, en opgebrokene stammon, zich onder de bescherming van 
de blanken begaven, hebben zich gestadig aan, weder vereenigd en 
versterkt. En grooten deels door roof verrykt geworden zynde, ryden 
zy nu te paard, hebben zich vuurwapenen aangeschaft, en daar zy 
duizend voor elke honderd van ons tellen, en tydens do regcring van 
het Britsche Gouvernement eenige voordeelen in gevecht behaald 
hoblien, zyn zy zoo verwaand en stoutmoedig geworden, dat zy zich 
zelven als onoverwinnelyk beschouwen, en in het oog van vele volk­
stammen in Zuid-Afrika niet minder gerekend worden. 

Hun gebied willende uitbreiden, geven zy voor dat een groot deel 
van dezen Staat, zonder eenige grensscheiding te willen bepalon, hen 
tookomt, gevolgelyk hebben zij meestal in de laatste tyden met gewa­
pende benden wild jagende, of om eenige reden of voorwendsel, tot 
diep in ons land doordringende, onze burgers behaaldelyk verontrust 
en van hunne woningen verdreven, waarvan zij bezit begonnen te 
nemen en die te bewonen ; om niet eens te gewagen van de onophou­
delyke veedieveryen, die ongestraft en onvergoed bleven. 

Wij vonden ons derhalve eindelyk genoodzaakt de wapens tegen 
hen op te nemen, hoe moeijelyk, kostbaar, of verwoestend dien, in 
vele opzigten, ongelyken stryd ook zyn mogt, naardien wij niet alleen 
tegon hen gerekend gering in getal zyn, maar daarenboven eene lange 
grenslyn te beschermen, onze magt gevolgelyk in drie en vier deelen 
moesten splitsen; en aan andere zyden van volken grenzende, of zelf 
onder een vermengd zyn, wier vreedzaamheid wy niet weten of wij die 
wel mogen betrou wen, bleef er toch geen andere keus. 

De stryd is begonnen, en nu reeds byna. eene ma.and lang a.an den 
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gang, en t-0t hiertoe onder God's zegen wel in zoo voITe voorspoedig 
geweest, dat de vyand in verscbeidene gevecbten en schormutseliugen 
verslagen en verdreven werd, en zoo aan de-zydc van Smithfield of het 
Caledonsrivier district, als aan die vnn ,vinburg, bebbC'n de Kapiteius 
Posbnli, Lebenya, Molitsane, en Moperi bunne woonplaatscn moetl•n 
verlaten, maar bun vee hebben zy verder nanr de gebergten in ver­
dreven, en naar mate zy bunne mngt consentreren, '\'l"Ordl•n zij al 
sterker, en wy hebben aan onze zyden alreeds bet verlies te beti·euren 
van 19 man, en verscheidene zyn gewond. 

Bet is mij dan voorgekomen dat, indien bet ons gelukken mogt de 
• Basut-0 stammen met God's hulp te verslaan en op de vlugt te drywn, 

onse burgers te veel afgemat zullen zyn om die overwinningen zoo op 
te volgen, dat zy gebeel vermeerderd of verbroken worden, en dan zou 
een vrede besluit ·mn geen goed gevolg zyn, of onzc grensplnatsen, die 
al reeds aan veel verwoesting door verlating zyn blootgesteld gewor­
den, zouden welligt nog lang verlaten mocten blyven, en wnarschyn­
lyk geheel vernield. 

1k acht het om de aangehaalde redenen myn pligt u met d('ze 
omstandigheden bekend te maken, en als broeders nit te noodigen ons 
naar uw uiterste vermogen de behulpzame hand te bieden ; welligt 
mogt het ons dan gelukken die trotsche Basuto stanunen geheel ten 
onder te brengen, en in dat geval hebben wy alle reden te gdooven 
dat (de kop van die Barbaren te neer geworpen zynde) er langc jareu 
van vrede voor de emigranten zyn zal. Het doet myn lied u ook te 
moeten berigten dat, daar onze landgenooten in de oude Kolonie eene 
groote bereidwilligheid hebben gct-Oond om ons ter hulp te komon, het 
Gouvernement zulks door eene Proclamatie stellig belet heeft, onder 
voorgeven dat het strydig zyn zou met zekere oude Parlements Acte ; 
die Acte heeft myns inziens Dimmer in het oog gehad om menschen te 
beletten hunne land en geloofsgenooten tot hulp te komen tegen 
heidensche barbaren, en ik kan niet geloo'<:ea dat die acte in den weg 
zou staan, als het Gouvernement gaarne zag dat de Basutos geslagC'n 
warden ; immers heeft het Engelsche Gouvernement zelf in de 001-log 

tegen de Russen 10,000 Duitscbers, die met Rusland in vrede waren, 
in dienst genomen. Maar Mosbesh heeft vele voorspraken, zclf by 
het Kaapsche Parlement, en clat er bij V£'le een afguust bestaat 
tegen de verkregene vryheid en onafhankelykheid van de uitge­
wekene Emigranten is wel bekend. Misschien wil men ons nood­
zaken om het Britsche Gouvernement te smooken het land wader 
in hezit te nemen, welke vernedering over ons de Hamel gunstiglyk 
verhoede. 

In afwachting van UEcls. antwoord, inclien. mogelyk met bronger 
dezei1, heh ik de eer te zyn, enz., 

(Geteekend) J. Bos110}'. 
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J)espatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretar!I of State for tl1e 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 14th April, 1858. 
S1R,-Adverting to my despatch of the 25th March last, enclosing 

the copy of a Proclamation I had issued declaring the intention of this 
Government to attempt to preserve a strict neutrality in the event of 
hostilities breaking out between the Orange Free State and the Basuto 
nation, I have now the honour to enclose for your information copies 
of a correspondence which has passed between the President of the 
State and myself upon this subject. • 

2. You will observe that the first notification I received from the 
President regarding the contemplated hostilities with the Basutos was 
dated Bloemfontein (the capital of the Free State), March 16th, and 
did not reaeh me until the 29th of that month, whilst my proclamation 
was iEsued on the 24th of March at Cape Town. All the other infor­
mation I possessed regarding the events passing in the Free State was 
sueh as the colonial authorities on the Frontier could glean from 
cutrPnt rumours. 

3. The President made two requests in his letter of the 16th of 
March. 1st. That I would order such men, as a gentleman he names, 
to remain within the colony, and not to modclle in the affairs passing 
between tho Free State and the Basutos. It was clearly impossible for 
me, with such a vngtw description of persons, to issue any order upon 
the subject, for the Government had no means, until some overt acts 
wrre committed, of judging who such persons might be, and the general 
proclamation I had issued seemed to embrace all that I could do. 

2nclly. The President requested that I would not prevent the in­
habitants of this Colony from volunteering to go to the assistance of 
the Free State, but this request the terms of the proclamation I had 
issued pre\lented me from complying with. 

4. As yet only trifling skirmishes have taken place between the Free 
State Force and the Basutos. But intelligence reached me late on 
Monday night, which makes me think that the Basutos must be over­
come, if the war is persisted in. 

5. You are aware that by our treaties with the Republics we are 
compelled to allow them to obtain arms and ammunition, and to pre­
vent the Basutos from obtaining supplies of these articles; as we 
occupy all the ports, the Basutos are therefore effectually cut off from 
obtaining 01111s or gunpowder. 

6. To alleviate the misfortune to which his nation is thus subjected, 
Moshosh, the Chief of the Basuto nation, had gunpowder manufac­
tured in his Territories, which to the eye ap1)eared good, and he was 
thus satisfied that his people were well supplied with ammunition, and 
I have no doubt that he entered on the war in this belief. The last 
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accounts which have reached us state that the Basutos, in all the 
skirmishes which had taken place, had suffered considerable loss, and 
that only one man of the· other party had been wounded, and that, to 
the surprise of all, the Basutos' bullets, even at the distance of only 
two hundred yards, had fallen short. 

7. In July last, hearing that gunpowder was being manufactured 
in the territories of Moshesh, I caused some of it to be procured and 
tested, and you will see from the enclosed report that it was found to 

'be for the purposes of warfare quite useless. 
8. I apprehend, therefore, that there is much reason to believe that 

Moshesh is now in point of fact disarmed, and at the mercy of his 
enemies. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from Co1,ima11da11t8 Sen.d.:al a111l Prdori1u; to the Landd,·ost uf 
Winburg. 

Camp at Cathcart's Drift, Caledon River, 14th April, 1858. 
Srn,-,ve have the honour to advise you, for the information of 

His Honour the President, that after driving Molitsane, Paulus 
Moperi, and Molapo through the Caledon, we encamped near Cath­
cart's Drift on the Caledon. About 2 in the afternoon we saw a 
number of the enemy, whom we went to meet with about 300 men. 
We were speedily engaged with them, and after fighting for about an 
hour and a half, we found ourselves sunounded by several thousands 
of Kaffirs, who rushed upon us from every side. ,v e found our 
cannon of considerable use, and repelled the enemy with great loss 
on his side. The enemy again came on, and we were compelled to 
return to the camp. Close to the opposite bank of the said drift we 
had to fight hand to hand. Many Kaffirs were shot, and you will 
perceive fro~ the annexed list how many of our people were killed 
and wounded. 

We had scarcely reached the camp when we were encompassed and 
attacked by thousands of Kaffirs, who from all sides strove to over­
power us and to get into the camp, but by God's help they were 
compelled to retire. On our side six were slightly wounded, but 
without danger, except in one instance. 

On the 13th the enemy came upon us from all sides, and endea­
voured to storm the camp, but was prevented from forcing an entrance. 
Thi11 fight lasted till sunset, but the enemy did not then leave their 
position. About 11 p.m. the enemy opened a heavy fire upon our 
camp, but none of the burghers were wounded, only a few cattle and 
horses that were tied to the waggons being hit. 

At daybreak a heavy fire on our camp was recommenced by the 
enemy, which was directed against us from every side. Near the 
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camp a number of the enemy had posted themselves on a kop. This 
kop was immediately stormed by Commandant Senekal and Field­
cornets Pieter Naude, Andries Bester, Adriaan Bouwer, and Petrus 
Lombaard, at the head of 50 burghers, and taken possession of. 
After they had occupied it for about an hour, the enemy assailed 
them from every side. Commandant Senekal retired with his men, but 
not before he had killed a great many of the enemy ; but all at once 
their numbers became so overwhelming that the Commandant deemed • 
it prudent to reiurn to the camp, which he did in perfect order. 

About half past six a.m. the enemy to the number of 6,000 or 8,000 
• mounted men, and well armed, made an attack on the camp, leaving 
behind them a great number of women and children on the ridges of 
the hills-probably with a view to inspire us with terror. Imme­
diately Commandant Senekal had entered the camp, we were at once 
surrounded by the whole force of the enemy. The spectacle was 
terrible, and the attack of the enemy ferocious, but the intrepid Win­
burg burghers went manfully to meet the enemy till within 100 yards, 
outside the camp. 

The enemy rushed on and charged us from every side, but the 
burghers constantly drove them back, and in this case also the 
cannon, under the command and management of Mr. J. A. de Roosema, 
did good execution, destroying many of the enemy and forcing them 
to give way. We fought hard for four hours, without interruption, 
while the burghers stood their hrround and did not give way one inch. 
At last the enemy began to retreat in all directions, and were pursued 
with cheers by our men. 

At this moment no enemy is visible, with the exception of a few at 
a groat distance on the mountains. The Korannns likewise bf'haved 
well. We are deeply impressed with the conviction that the hand of 
the Almighty has shielded us, otherwise not one of us would now be 
alive. Not a single one of our burghers or allies was either killed or 
wounded in this last severe engagement. 

The camp is well fortified, but we are nevertheless obliged to 
evacuate it, by reason of the dead Kaffirs lying round about us. A 
number of horses and guns have be:•n taken from the enemy, the 
number whereof we are nt this moment unable to state. We have, &c. 

(Signed) F. SE:-.EKAL, } C 
\V. J. PRETORIUS, omma11dants. 

The list of killed and wounded contains 17 names. 

utter from t"6 Prdsident of tnd Orange Fred Staid to t"6 lligh Com­
'1ll88lOner. 

Bloemfontein, 14th April, 1858. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel-
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lency's letter of the 30th ultimo, and deeply regret that Your Excel­
lency should have considered it necessary to publish the Proclamation 
of which a copy was transmitted to me. 

I had hoped that although Your Excellency might have decided 
to observe a strict neutrality, yet that might have been done without 
prohibiting our countrymen, though British subjects. to volunteer for 
the assi!'tance of their relatives and friends in n. struggle whil'h has 
been to a considerable extent, if not mainly, brought upon them in 
conse,1uence of the acts of the Government of which they too were 
until but recently subject. 

The acts alluded to by me were, first the establishment of the 
Boundary line between the Orange River Sovereignty and the Basutos 
under solemn Proclamation of Her Majesty's High Commissioner, and 
after,rnrds through its officers admitting to the Basutos that they had 
been thereby unjustly dealt with, without redressing that alleged in­
justice before abandoning the country, thereby encouraging the 
Basutos to set up the most unreasonable claims in that respect, and 
ever since the abandonment causing to the inhabitants of the Free 
State such annoyance and damage as forced them at last to take up 
anus in defence of their rights, however formidable the power may be 
which was opposed to them. 

I was not aware of the existence of the Act of Parliament referred 
to in Your Excellency's Proclamation, but if I had been, I should have 
thought it exclusively applicable to civilized nations, and not to a case 
like ours, where on the one side fellow Christians who but recently 
were fellow subjects, and who had been abandoned merely because 
the expense of protecting them was considered too great, were con­
cerned, and on the other side hordes of Native Tribes, whose propen­
sity for cattle and horse stealing had actually involved the British 
Government in a war with them, at the very time when the abandon­
ment of the Sovereignty was in contemplation ; and considering too 
that in the event of their being victorious how much that would affect 
the adjoining British Colonies. 

What I in this case apprehended has come to pass. Moshesh has 
not left me a chance of avoiding a war with him. He was prepared 
for it, and would not even promise to come to fair and reasonable 
terms, unless I first disbanded the Burghers who had assembled on 
our frontier. This I could not do without exposing the people to a 
murderous attack and nasy destruction. The struggle, as Your 
Excellency will be aware from official pul,lications. has commenced, 
our loss in life, considering our small numbers, has already been very 
severe, and a few days further may bring us lamentable tidings. I 
therefore venture to express a hope that Your Excellency will see 
cause to withdraw the Proclamation above alluded to, or at least not 
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to prohibit such of the colonists as may wish to do so to come over 
into the Free State to protect the families and property of their friends 
and relatives who are absent from home. 

Your Excellency expresses your regret that I did not at !l.n earlier 
period advise you of what was passing between this Government and 
the Basutos. I could not well have done so, sinco as late as the 
middle of February I had not the slightest idea that matters would so 
soon assume so serious an aspect. I also hoped that Moshesh would 
not refuse the very fair and reasonable proposals submitted to him by 
the Landtlrost of Smithfield, who, I was aware, had written to Your 
Excellency, and when after attending personally at a meeting with 
Nehemiah I clearly saw the course of events, I lost no time in 
acquainting Your Excellency therewith. 

It strikes me that Your Excellency misunderstood my reasons for 
alluding to a portion of the Cape Town Press, and to Mr. Orpen. I 
knew you could not interfere with the press, but I thought it right 
notwithstanding to bring nnder Your Excellency's notice that our 
difficulties have been very materially aggravated by the intermeddling 
of Colonists in matters of such serious consequence to us, and with 
such a formidable weapon in their hands as the press. As to Mr. 
Orpen individually. I did suppose that if he really was what he here, 
and no doubt with Moshesh reprrsented himself to be, a Justice of the 
Peace of Aliwal, and consequently an officer in the Queen's service, 
Your Excellency would doubtless have the power to control him. 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 

Ldtcr from tl1e Co111111n11dant of tlte F,·(Jufier A.r1111·d a,ul Mounted Police to 

tl1e S11painte11dc11t of tl1e TT~itft-bergm .1.Yatfre R1•seru. 
\Vittebergen, 21st April, 1858. 

Srn,-To keep a strict neutrality in compliance with His Excel­
lenty the Governor's desire is perfectly impossible along the eastern 
boundary of the Reserve, occupied as it is at present with a mixed 
population of Basutos, Tambookies, and other native tribes, with a 
sprinkling of rebel Hottentots living within the Colony, claiming 
~Iorosi ns their captain untler their Great Chief Moshesh, subject to 
and prattising their own savage laws and customs. 

It is therefore my opinion that this is the time to act, and without 
the least fear of causing hostilities, you as Superintendent of the 
Reserve should at once give an order that all natives acknowledging 
British authority now living between the Sterk Spruit and the Tees 
remove to the former place, where the advance of the Police are at 
present stationed. At the same time request Morosi to remove his 
people living within the Reserve across the Tees into his own country. 
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Until this be done, thieving will never be put a stop to, and 
neutrality is out of the question. Your experience in this country 
may however lead you to differ with me, but should it not, and you 
have no instructions on the ·subject from Government, yon will do 
well to act at once. If you delay for orders from Cape Town they 
will come too late to embrace the favourable opportunity which now 
presents itself for settling this part of the country without a struggle. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. CURRIE, Comt. F. A. M. P. 

Ltter from tlie Superi11tendmt of the Wittebergm N11tit-e Rl'Berve to tl,e 
Cl1ief Morosi. 

Wittebergen, 21st April, 1858. 
Morosi knows Moshesh's intentions and wish with regard to the 

thieving, that no thieving is to be committed on this side the Orange 
River during the present war across tho Orange River, and that 
Morosi and his people are to sit still. The Governor's orders are that 
the strictest neutrality shall be observed by all :British subjects on this 
side of the Orange River, with regard to the present contest now going 
on between the Boers and Basntos. 

Notwithstanding the wish of both Moshesh and the Governor, 
various thefts have been lately committed within the Colonial 
Boundary by Basutos, the spoors of which property, and in several 
instances the stolen property, have been found in Basutoland. It 
seems impossible to prevent a continuation of this i,tate of affairs, 
without a com1)lete separation of those who acknowledge British 
authority from those who do not. 

The Superintendent of the Reserve has ther~fore issued an order 
that: all loyal natives, British subjects, or who intend to acknowledge 
British authority, and who reside between the Sterk Spruit and the 
Tees, shall concentrate themselves on a spot which he has pointed out. 
And he requires Morosi to adopt a similar courstl in regard to any of 
his subjects,;who may now be residing between the Sterk Spruit and 
the Tees;within the Reserve, by remo.ving them out of British terri· 
tory into his own country beyond the Toes. 

This course seems indispensable to prevent any further thefts .. 
Morosi is given to understand that this message does not proceed from 
any unfriendly fooling, but from a wish to prcservtl the peace of the 
country, as in the present mixed up state of the population it is 
impossible to prevent thefts, without some such measure being 
adopted. 

(Signed) JoBN AusTEN. 
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Letter fro,n tM Chief Moroai to the Superintendent of tM Witfebergen 
Nntire ReaertJtJ. 

Palmiot Fontein, 24th April, 1858. 
DEAR SIR,-I have the honour of acknowledging your message of 

the 21st, and with the greatest regret to think I should be ordered out 
of the country wherein my people are residing. Dear Sir, I most 
humbly bog of you, as you say in your letter that it is the wish of 
the Government and also of Moshesh to preserve the peace on this 
side of the river, I Morosi also acknowledge that it is my sincere wish 
to keep the peace also with all nations, therefore my sincere wish is as 
the order is issued that you will instruct me in what manner of way 
the children are to be fed, or in what l}lanner of way the parents are to 
obtain food, because I think that if the crops are to be left to the 
mercy of the waves that through hunger there will be more depreda­
tions committed, because when people are hungry they must steal to 
obtain a living. It is hard to die with hunger, because I think that 
no one is able to put a stop to hungry people stealing. Therefore, 
Dear Sir, I hope you will instruct me what to do, because I am not 
master of the veldt alone, but only a chief under the strength of 
another, therefore in regard to your order I am not able to answer 
you, and I think in place of preserving the peace it brings me into 
trouble with my people, because hunger is a war of itself. 

Sir, I have also to remind you of the message you sent to me with 
the bearer of the letter about horses stolen to the number of 36. I 
must let you know that there have horses been taken from thieves, 2:! 
in number, but the thieves are not yet found, and the reason I have 
not sent them in, my people are yet on the spoor of three horses of the 
same lot. 

In the second place the two horses of the man Tsomi, I can't take it 
on, because the same man belongs to me, and he ought to have 
brought the complaint to me first, therefore I think it is the same sort 
as Tsomi is that is always asking when the meat will be cooked that it 
can be eaten, because I know not whose man he is, mine or yours, 
and I know not that I ever injured him that he should try to injure 
me. bemuse he ought to come to me with the spoor and first hear what 
I Rhould say to him, because I am the same as I was when Moshesh 
placed me here, and with the same thought as the order of Moshesh 
is, to sit still with my people and to keep peace with all. I remain, 
Sir, yours 

(Signed) Moaos1. 

E.ctract from a Letter of the Superi11te1Ule11t of tM Wittebergen Natif!e 
Reserre to tlie Chief Moroai. 

Wittebergen, 24th April, 1858. 
CmEF Moaos1,-I have just received your letter of this day's date, 
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and with reference to your question what you are to do with your 
'People's food, my answer is that it is now reaping time and there will 
be no necessity for any one to abandon his food; the people who 
belong to you may take their food with them. I have told all the 
people who consider themselves British subjeets not to leave their food 
behind if they wish to .come nearer to me. 

(Signed) JonN AusTE..-.. 

E.ctrads from a Ldfrr of the Cil'l°l Co111111issi01wr of A.liwal 1.Yort/1 to !II() 

Secrdary to Gourn111e11t. 
Aliwal North, 26th April, 1858. 

The Rev. Mr. Giddy is at prQsent at Platberg on a tour of inspec­
tion of the Wesleyan Mission Stations in the Free State country. He 
was at Thaba Bosigo on the last day of Senekal's fight before Berea. 
It appears the Missionaries were under no apprehensions of danger to 
themselves personally, and all the French Stations, except of course 
Beersheba, are being occupied as usual. 

4 p.m.-1 had written so far about 7 o'clock this morning when 
intelligence was received. in the village that the whole of the Free 
State country across the river as far as Koesbergen was being overrun 
by Kaffirs. The nearest farm to Aliwal North (Mr. Hayward's), 
about 4 miles from us, was attacked this morning about sunrise by, as 
the family suppose, 200 Kaffirs, all of them armed and mounted. 
They ransacked the houses and burnt them, carrying off all the stock 
and horses. So far as we can learn at this time, the whole of the farm 
steadings for many miles have been totally destroyed. Some of the 
inhabitants who have means• of conveyance have reached Aliwal. 
Many are being brought over by their friends and a~quaintances, who 
have gone across to fetch them ; many have come on foot ; whilst of 
other families we know as yet absolutely nothing. Judging from the 
statements of those who have arrived, it would seem that cattle stealing 
was the object, and that the burning of the farm steadings has been 
in proportion to the resistance shown by the occupants. "Where no 
resistance or next to none was offered, little mischief was done. 

It was Sacrament here yesterday, and an evening service was held 
by the Rev. Dr. Hofmeyr at a late hour, at one of the farms burnt 
thiR morning. 

I think it my duty to state for His Excellency's infonnation, after 
what I have witnessed this morning, that it will be impos!.'ible to 
restrain the near relatives and friends of those parties who are 
suffering from such attacks as this before their eyes. During tho 
exeih>ment thi;, morning, an<l. in bitter uncertainty as to the fate of 
brothers, sister;,, parents, or children, whose homes wore evidently 
burning, it was absolutely needless an<l. impossible to prevent them 
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crossing to their rescue or assistance, all the males fit for service being 
well known to be on the commando. 

So long as the war was at a distance, little was thought of it, but 
when brought to their very doors it is widely different. Several 
declared this morning that no punishment, which the law may inflict, 
will deter them from going ~o rescue their blood relations. Others 
were crying out that were His Excellency in Aliwal North, and a 
witness of what was being transacted so near, he would be the last 
man to hinder them, and such like expressions. I mention these 
circumstances that His Excellency may fully understand the difficulty 
of entirely preventing such as are nearly allied in family relations 
from sympathising with each other. 

Those who went out to-day followed the spoor of the cattle, &c., to 
some considerable distance, but ventured upon no attack on the 
Kaffirs with the view of retaking them. I have not seen any of the 
party, but I believe the Kaffirs were numerous. 

I enclose the letters just received from Mr. Austen, Superintendent 
of the Native Reserve, and I may mention that there is a strong 
belief among the Farmers that the mischief above detailed has been 
done by the people of Morosi, Seperi, and Mohali, the two latter 
residing close to Morosi, but across the Orange. 

Just as I am closing, a message has arrived from the Reserve, 
stating that the talk among Poshuli's and Seperi's people is '' that 
" they have surrounded the Boers so that they cannot got out, and 
" they are going into the Free State to steal cattle." So that the 
conjecture of the Farmers to-day, as to the depredations, is not far 
wide of the mark. 

This is all we know at 7 p.m. 
I have also this moment learnt that only a few sheep have been 

recovered, of all taken this morning, and that three white men and a 
few coloured arti kiijed, and several wounded. I have, &c., 

(Signed) JoHY BunYET, C.C. 

Government Notice. 

Bloemfontein, 27th April, 1858. 
At the time when the Winburg commando at Cathcart's drift was 

surrounded by the enemy, they detached strong marauding parties 
into Winhurg district, who succeeded in sweeping off considerable 
numbers of cattle from different farms along Taaibosch Spruit and 
Vet River, where the inhabitants ( considering themselves safe on 
account of their distance from the border) had not formed lagers. 

Fieldcornet P. Naude, returning from the commando with seven 
men, fell in with one of these marauding parties, 17 in number, 
mounted and well armed, driving before them, 176 cattle and 2Q 
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horses. In retaking these cattle and horses Fieldcornet N aude killed 
8 of the enemy. The remainder escaped, in consequence of Mr. 
Naude's hon:;es heing too much jaded to pursue the enemy. The 
landdrost speaks most highly of the courage and unwearied activity 
displayed by Mr. Naude on every occasion of his coming in contact 
with the enemy. 

Near the farm Keerom six of the enemy were met with and killed. 
On the 17th of this month the Smithfield commando advanced till 

within an hour of Letsie's army. On the 18th (Sunday) they halted, 
on which day a report was received that the Winburg commando was 
hemmed in by the enemy. Two men were then sent to the Winburg 
force to reconnoitre. These men returned on the 2<¥.h with a favour­
able report. Two of the three commandants could not, however, be 
prevailed on to attack Letsie, and it was decided that the commando 
11hould make a retrograde movement to the Caledon River, above 
Jammerberg Drift, where it is now encamped. 

,vhile returning, the commando was followed and attacked by the 
enemy, which produced a skirmish between them and a portion of our 
force, which lasted two hours, and ended with the enemy being routed 
with a loss of 16 killed. Some of his horses were also kill<Jd, and two 
guM taken. Our men suffered no loss. The despatch says:-" It is 
'' difficult to estimate the loss of the enemy, as they usually place 
" their dead comrades on horseback, and carry them away." The 
same thing is mentioned in the despatches of the landdrost of 
,vinburg and other!!. 

Commandant W. Pretorius and Fieldcornet Bester reached Smith­
field on the 20th, and proceeded the followi•1g day to the Smithfield 
force with an escort of 35 men. 

It is expected that the two commandos will very shortly form a 
junction. 

Patrols from the Smithfield commando have -in several instances 
killed small numbers of the enemy, amounting to 10, since the 12th 
April. While this announcement is being written, ad.ices have 
arrived from Winburg that an attack has been made on Comman­
d,:nt Schutte's Inger at Zand River, and 2,000 head of cattle carried 
off. On our side one man, named Jacob Pienaar, has been killed, 
and one named H. Reineke slightly wounded. Twelve of the 
enemy have been killed, and several wounded, and 15 horses shot 
and taken. 

(Signed) J. W. SPRUIJT, Gov. Sec. 

L,tfrr from the Presidmt of the Orange Free State to the High Commiaaio11er. 
Bloemfontein, 27th April, 1858. 

Sm,-As Your Excellency in your letter to mo of the 30th ultimo 
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expressed a wish to be kept advised of the course of events during the 
war in which we are unfortunately engaged at present, I beg to 
inform you that our difficulties seem to increase from day to day. 

The enemy has the advantage of being concentrated and keeping his 
horses in good condition. Our Commandos had to proceed from two 
distant points, and there being no communication between them, their 
operations have been greatly retarded. Whilst the Smith.field Com­
mando was waiting to learn the time when the Winburg Commando 
would commence the attack, the latter was hotly engaged with the 
enemy for three days, the 12th, 13th, and 14th instant, and being in 
the heart of the enemy's country, great apprehension existed for some 
time for the safety of this entire division ; at last information was 
brought that they had driven back the enemy. Ever since the two 
Divisions have endeavoured to unite, and I am informed by a verbal 
report that they had succeeded on the 25th instant, and intended 
making a move against Letsie this day. 

I am sorry to state further that our farmers, particularly in the 
Winburg district, have suffered very severely from large parties of 
the enemy who constantly penetrate far into the State, attack isolated 
farms and in some instances encampments, carrying off thousands of 
cattle and horses, and desolating the abandoned farms. 

Leaming that Moshesh had been greatly encouraged by Your 
Excellency's Proclamation of the 24th ultimo, and that Natives from 
Natal and other parts of the country had proceeded to his assistance, 
and finding that the contest might be protracted and on that account 
and for several other reasons exceedingly hazardous and ruinous on 
our side, I thought it right, in compliance with the urgent desires 
expressed by many, to apply to the adjoining State for assistance. 
This has been partially promised, but rumours which I have reason to 
believe well founded reached me that the condition upon which such 
assistance will be given is such that it would be out of my power to 
accede to, and even if the people were so inclined, it would take a long 
time to arrange it. In the mean time the losses and sufferings of the 
majority of the people in this State may be irretrievable unless some 
other powerful intercession may procure us a favourable change, or put 
a stop to all the bloodshed and spoliation which has already taken place. 

Anything which Your Excellency may be able to do in this respect 
would be thankfully acknowledged as a humane and Christian act. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosHoF. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Krygaraad to th8 Landdroat of Smithfield. 
Morija, 30sten April, 1858. 

WEL ED. HEER,-Ten informatie van ZHEd. den Staats President 
z 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



354 BA.SUTOLA?.-0 RECORDS. (1858 

heb ik de eer UWEd. met het volgende rapport bekend te maken. 
Den 28sten dezer, werd de Commandant F. Senekal eenparig tot 
Commandant Generaal gekozen in plaats van H. Weber. Op dien 
zelven dag brak het leger ten 9 ure aan Zandspruit op, en ten 11 
ure a.m. waren wij op de hoogte van Morija van omtrent 4,000 van 
Moshesh zijn Kaffere, alemede die van LetPie, Poshuli, Mohali, 
Lebenya, en andere Kaffer stammen, omsingeld. 

De Commandant Generaal gaf dadelijk bevel tot een algemeen 
aanval. en een hevig gevecht vond aan beide zijden plaats. Eindelijk 
werd de vijand genoodzaakt te vlugten. De Commandant Generaal 
gaf nu order dat bet geheele leger op de stad zou bestormen, en 
ten 3 ure p.m. werd de stad in bezit genomen. In de stad komende, 
vond men het akelige tooneel van een onmenschelijke wreedheid ; 
want van eenige blanke vond men het hoofdvel afgeslagt, handen 
en voeten afgesneden, en hunne ligchamen op stokken nabij het 
huis van Letsie ten toon gesteld. Onze Burgers van woede bran­
dende, vernielden toen alles, slechts spaarden zij de kerk en het huis 
van den beer Maeder. 

De Commandant Genernal heeft mij verder verhaald dat de lager 
dadelijk Thaba Bosigo zal naderen en Moshesh aanvallen. 

(Geteekend) J. A. RoosEllA, Secretaris Krygsraad. 

Eztra-et from a Letter of tlie Superintendent of the Witteber,qen Nt1t1vtJ 
Reserve to the Residmt Jfagistrate of .A.liwal North. 

Wittebergen, 3rd May, 1858. 
Morosi's son who came lately from bc,yond the Tees to occupy 

Lotuka's kraal has quietly moved off with all Letuka's people; some 
have crossed the Orange River, other the Tees, and some few have 
halted at Morosi's old kraal about half a mile on this side of the 
Tees. 

(Signed) JoH.'i' AusTEN. 

Extract, from tht Votea and Proce,•di11ga of th~ Le,qislativ11 Council of thtJ 
Cape Colony. 

5th May, 1858. 
The President reads the f.:,llowing Message from His Excellency the 

Governor to the Honourable the Legislative Council:-
The Governor informs the Honourable the Legislative Council, that 

he has this day received a letter from the President of the Orange 
Free State, informing him that some intercession might be the means 
of putting a stop to the bloodshed and spoliation which are there 
taking place, and would be thankfully acknowledged. The Governor 
has felt it to be his duty to communicate. this information without 
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delay to the Honourable Couneil, in the event of it11 desiring to express 
any opinion in relation thereto. 

Mr. Barry moves, that the Message of His Excellency the Governor, 
relative to the Orange Free State, be taken into consideration after 
the Orders of the Day shall have been gone through. • Mr. Ebden 
seconds. Motion put and agreed to. 

6th May 1858. 
Mr. Vigne moves, that the Message of His Excellency the Governor, 

relative to the Orange Free State, be taken into consideration,-and 
that the following Resolution be adopted :-

That a respectful Address be presented to Hie Excellency the 
Governor, thanking him for communicating to the Council the 
Despatch received from the President of the Free State, and that after 
attentively considering it, they beg leave to express their entire 
concurrenee in his undertaking the office of Mediator, which he has 
been requested to do by the President of the Free State, between him 
and Moshesh, the Chief of the Basutos, with a view to terminate 
the unfortunate and bloody war, now raging between them, and to 
definitively settling the long disputed Boundary of their respective 
Territories. At the same time it is the opinion of the Council, that 
the office His Excellency has been req nested to undertake should be 
strictly confined to that of Mecliator, and that the neutrality and 
peace of this Colony, neither directly nor indirectly, should be com­
promised by the result of such Mediation. 

Discussion ensues. During discussion Mr. Barry moves as an 
Amendment, that the following Resolution be adopted:-, 

It is the opinion of this Council that His Excellency the Governor 
should acquiesce in the request of the President of the Free State, and 
offer his services as a Mediator between the Government of the Free 
State and the Basuto Chief Moshesh, hoping that His Excellency may 
succeed in establishing the relations between the above named con­
tending partil•s, on a permanent peaceable basis. 

Discussion continues. During discussion Mr. Ebden moves, as a 
further Amendment, that the following Resolution be adopted :-

That a respectful address be presented to Hie Excellency the 
Governor, thanking him for his message relative to the melancholy 
state of affairs in the Orange F1·ce State. and expressing the cordial 
approval of this Council of a friendly mediation on the part of His 
Excellency, and their earnest hope that he may thus be enabled to 
restore peace and amicably to settle all differences between the 
President of the Free State and the Bnsuto Chief. 

Mr. Barry seconds. 
Amendment 1mt, and the President having declared the Non­

Contents have it, Di,·ision cnllt>d for. Council divides accordingly. 
z ~ 
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Contents: Messrs. Barry, Ebden, and Mosenthal. Non-contents: 
Messrs. Rutherfoord, Van Breda, De Wet, Vigne, Probart, Fleming, 
and Southey. Whereupon amendment negatived. 

Mr. Probart moves, that the Council resolve itself into a Committee, 
for the consideration of the Message of His Excellency the Governor, 
relative to the Orange Free State. That tbe President leave the 
Chair, and that Mr. Barry do now take the Chair. Mr. De Wet 
soconds. Motion put and agreed to. 

The President leaves the Chair accordingly. Mr. Barry takes the 
Chair. 

His Excellency the Governor's Message read. 
Mr. Ebden moves, that his resolution be adopted. 
Discussion ensues. During discussion Mr. De Wet moves, as an 

amendment, that the words " friendly mediation" be expunged, and 
the word " intercession " be inserted, and that the word " amicably " 
be expunged. 

Discussion continues. During discussion Mr. Vigne moves, as a 
further amendment, that his resolution be adopted. 

Discussion continues. During discussion Mr. Probart moves, as a 
further amendment, that the following Resolution be adopted :-

That this Council, convinced that great loss of life and much misery 
must be the inevitable consequence of the continuation of the contest 
at present raging between the Government of the Free State and the 
Basu to Nation, is of opinion that, under the circumstances of an 
express desire for mediation from the President of the Free State, and 
the proposal for such an intervention, made prior to the commence­
ment of hostilities with the Chief Moshesh, it is highly advisable that 
His Excellency the Governor should respond to the call, if such is still 
desired by the belligerents, and to undertake the duty sought to be 
imposed upon him as a Mediator ; that in doing such, it will be 
advisable that the greatest care should be taken that the Colony is in 
no way involved with either party; and that previous to entering into 
the consideration of the matter in dispute, both parties shall bind 
them!'telves to abide finally by His Excellency's decision. 

Discussion continues. During discussion Mr. Rutherfoord moves, 
as a further amendment, that the following Resolution be adopted :-

That a re&pectful Address be presented to His • Excellency the 
Governor, thankiug him for the message communicated to this 
Council, on the subject of a Despatch received from the President 
of the Free State, inviting his friendly intercession hetween the 
Basuto Chief Moshesh and the Government of the Free State, to 
bring about such a mutual understanding as may prevent the further 
effusion of l,lood on either side. That this Council, not being in the 
possession of such information as His Excellency may have received, 
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is at present unable to give any decided opinion on so important a 
subject. That this Council relies upon the wisdom of His Excellency 
to take such steps as he may think best adapted to effect a reconcilia­
tion between the contending parties, and begs to inform His Excel­
lency that it will give its support to such measures as he may think 
most likely to accomplish so desirable an object. 

Discussion continues. After discussion Mr. Rutherfoord's amend-
ment put and negatived. 

Mr. Probart's Amendment put and negatived. 
Mr. Vigne's Amendment put and negatived. 
Mr. De Wet's Amendment put and negatived. 
Mr. Ebden's Motion put and agreed to. 
Mr. Probart moves, that the Chairman leave the Chair, and bring 

up the Resolution, and report the same as adopted in Committee. 
The Chairman lenves the Chair accordingly. The President takes 
the Chair. 

The Chairman brings up the above Resolution, and reports the 
same as adopted in Committee. 

Mr. Ebden moves, that the Resolution, as adopted in Committee, 
be now adopted by the Council. Mr Mosenthal seconds. 

Motion put and unanimously agreed to. 

Extracts from th6 Vote, and Proceeding, of th~ Hote,e of ..4.mmbly of the 
Cape Cowny. 

5th May, 1858. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms announced a messenger from His Excellency 

the Governor. The Colonial Aide-de-Camp having been introduced, 
handed a Message to Mr. Speaker, and retired. 

Mr. Speaker read the Message, as follows,-
G. GREY, Governor. Message No. 32. 

The Governor informs the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
he has this day received a letter from the President of t"he Orange 
Free State, informing him that some intercession might be the means 
of putting a stop to the bloodshed and spoliation which are ihere 
taking place, and would be thankfully acknowledged. The Governor 
has felt it to be his duty to communicate this information, without 
delay, to the Honourable House, in the event of its desiring to express 
any opinion in relation fti.ereto. 

Mr. Fairbairn moved, seconded by Mr. Molteno : -
That a respectful Address be presented to His Excellency the 

Governor, thanking him for his communication relative to the unfor­
tunate events now taking place beyond the Orange River, and assuring 
him that the House would be glad to learn that any mediation, on the 
part of His Excellency, between the President of the Free State and 
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the Chief Moshesh, which would not in any way compromise the 
Colony in the quarrel, or lend to a war with either party, has had 
the effect of restoring peace in that quarter. 

Mr. Harries moved, as an Amendment, seconded by Mr. Turner:­
That a respectful Address be presented to His Excellency the 

Governor, conveying the thanks of this House for his Message rela­
tive to the letter received by him from the President of the Free 
State, in which it is submitted that His Excellency's intercession, to 
put a stop to the present war of bloodshed and spoliation, would 
be thankfully acknowledged; and expre:,;sing the approval of His 
Excellency's friendly mediation, which this House trusts would be 
attended with the happiest results. 

Mr-. Solomon moved, as a aecornl Amendment. seconded by Mr. 
Fairbridge :-

It is the opinion of this House that His Excellency the Governor 
should be requested by this House, to tender his services to mediate 
between the President of the Free State and the Chief of the Basutos, 
with the view of bringing about a termination of the disastrous war 
now raging in their territories, and of settling the disputes between 
them, which have unfortunately led to the war ; but it is tho opinion 
of this House that, in case of either power declining to aecc·pt His 
Excellency's mediation, His Excellency should not further interfere, or 
take any step which might, either directly or indirectly, involve or 
compromise this Colony in the differences existing between the Free 
State and the Basutos. 

Debate ensued. 
Mr. Harries, by leave of the House, withdrew his Amendment. 
Debate continued. 
Mr. Fairbairn, by leave of the House, withdrew the original motion. 
Mr. Solomon's Amendment put, as a substantial motion, and passed. 
Mr. Solomon moved, seconded by Mr. ,viggins :-
That a respectful Address be presented to His Excellency the 

Governor, thanking him for his gracious Message, and conveying 
the resolution now adopted. 

Agreed to. 

Ltt,r from tlie High Commissioner to tl1e President of tl1e Orange Free 
Strite. 

Cape Town, 6th May, 1858. 
Srn,-I have the honour to state, in reply to your letter of the 2ith 

ultimo, that the moment it reached me I sent down to each of the 
Houses of Parliament the message, a copy of which I herewith trans­
mit to Your Honour. 

:l. In reply, each of the Houses h11s sent up to me au 11.ddrei;s, 
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requesting me to tender my services to mediate between yourself and 
the Chief of the Baeutos, but expressing an opinion that, if either of 
the powers interested declined to accept my mediation, I should not 
further interfere, or take any steps which ,might either directly or 
indirectly involve or compromise the colony in the differences now 
existing between the Orange Free State and the Basutos. 

3. I beg now therefore to tender my offices for the purpose of 
attempting to mediate between Your Honour and Moshesh, in the 
hope that I may fortunately succeed in bringing to a close the 
unhappy state of things now existing, than which no eveni could be 
more gratifying to me. 

4. By this post I have addressed to Moshesh a communication of 
the same tenor as this letter. If Your Honour thinks proper to accept 
the mediation now tendered, I would suggest that some immediate 
communication should take place with the Basutos for suspending all 
further hostilities until I may be enabled to propose terms which would 
be satisfactory both to the Government of the Orange Free State and 
Moshesh. 

5. I shall also recommend Moshesh to attempt to enter into some 
a1Tangement with Your Honour for the immediate suspension of 
hostilities, if he is on his part disposed to accept the mediation now 
proffered. 

6. I will, by this post, write to Mr. Burnet and direct him to 
proceed to Bloemfontein for the purpose of, in person, taking any 
communication to Moshesh for the proposed suspension of hostilities, 
if Your Honour would inform hiin that you desire him to execute such 
a service. I beg therefore that, if you think proper to do so, you will 
address yourself to Mr. Burnet, requesting him to undertake this 
duty. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G.GREY. 

Lette-r from tk High Commissioner to tlui Chief Mosksh. 
Cape Town, 6th May, 1858. 

GREAT Curni-· MosnEsII,-The two Houses of the Parliament of this 
Colony have requested me to offer to mediate between yourself and 
President Boshof, but they have at the same time requested me, if 
either of you decline to accept my mediation, not to interfere further 
in the matter, or to take any steps which might either directly or 
indirectly compromise the Colony in the differences now existing 
between yourself and the Orange Free State. 

2. I therefore now offer to mediate between yourself and the Pre­
sident, in the hope that I may fortunately succeed in bringing to a 
close the unhappy state of things now existing, than which no event 
could be more gratifying to me. 
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3. By this post I have written a letter to the same purport as this to 
Mr. Boshof, recommending him, if he is inclined to accept the media­
tion now offered, to enter into some direct communication with you, 
for the purpose of suspending all further hostilities until I may be 
able to propose terms which would be satisfactory to yourself and to 
the Orange Free State. 

4. I shall write to Mr. Burnet of Aliwal North, requesting him to 
act as the medium of communication between yourself and the 
President for the purpose of arranging the cessation of existing 
hostilitie!J, should Mr. Boshof be desirous of accepting his services in 
that capacity. The delay of a reference to me in the first instance 
may thus be avoided, and I feel sure that you would have entire 
confidence in Mr. Burnet. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Secretary to tlte H(qh Commissioner to the Residmt 
Ma9istrate of Aliwal North. 

Cape Town, 6th May, 1858. 
Srn, -I have the honour to forward for your perusal the accompany­

ing copies of letters addressed to His Honour the President of the 
Orange Free State and the Chief of the Basutos, by the High Com­
missioner, conveying his readiness to mediate between the Free State 
Government and the Basutos. 

The High Commissioner desires me to request, in reference to 
paragraph 6 of his letter to the President, that should His Honour 
address any communication through you to the Chief Moshesh, having 
for its purport the suspension of the existing hostilities, that you will 
forward the same to that Chief without delay. 

You are not, however, to proceed to Bloemfontein, unless your 
presence is desired by the President, but you are to await the arrival 
of any communication which His Honour may address to you. 

The High Commissioner desires me to authorise you to mediate in 
this matter between the Government of the Orange Free State and the 
Chief of the Basutos, with a view to suspending the hostilities now 
existing, and to direct you to exert your influene;e and energy to this 
end, until such time as His Excellency can be informed of the result 
attending his letters forwarded by this day's post. 

I have to request that you will forward by express the letter herein 
enclosed, and addressed to the Chief Moshesh. 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from tJ.e Secretary of the Krygaraad to the Landdroat of Smithfield. 
Thaba Bosigo, 7den Mei, HISS. 

WEL En. H.uR,-Ik heb in last van den Commandant Generaal F. 
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Senekal te melden dat wij gisteren ochtend teu 11 ure ons leger 
een kanonschot ver van Moshesh zijn stad trokken, en dat er 
dadelijk een hevig gevecht stand greep, hetwelk 4 uren aanhield, om 
welken tijd cle vijand verpligt werdt de vlugt naar de bergen te 
nemen. 

Er was voor de burgers geene mogelijkheid den berg te beklimmen 
of dti stad in te nemen, dewijl de sterkste fortificatien in het bezit van 
10 of 12 Engelschen waren, buiten eenige honderden van Kaffers. 
De Engelschen schieten met gewel'en van 6 op een pond, en de kogels 
komen als hagel den berg af. 

Verder heeft de Commandant Oeneraal mij gelast UWEd. te ver­
zoeken hem zoo spoedig mogelijk is te berigten hoe het aan UWEd. 
grenzen gesteld is, want hij is van besluit het leger zoo lang in 
het veld te houden, a.ls hij de ondersteuning van een der officieren 
geniet. 

(Oeteekend) J. A. Roosmu. 

Gouurnements Kennisgevi11g. 
Tot algemeen narigt wordt mite dezen bekend gemaakt, dat, daar 

de meerderheid der officieren van den Krygsraad bij het leger voor 
Thaba Bosigo, van oordeel was, dan aan de burgers eenigen tyd 
behoorde te worden vergund om van hunne veldoperatien uitterusten, 
en zich voor eenen anderen krygstogt (indien vereischt) te prepareren, 
en met het daartoe benoodigde te voorzien ; en meenende dat het doel 
van de jongste expeditie gedeeltelyk is bereikt, door het straffen van 
de Basuto opperhoofden Posuli and Letsie, wegens hunne vorige 
overtredingen tegen dezen Staat, besloten is, een einde aan de Offen­
sieve vyandelykheden te maken, ten minsten tot zoo lang er geene 
nieuwe aanleiding daartoe zal gege~n worden, of er oorzaken zullen 
bestaan om op nieuw eene gewapende magt opteroepen, en dat dieu 
ten gevolge het leger is opgebroken. 

By order van den President, 
(Geteekend) J. W. SPRUIJT, Gouvts. Seo. 

Gouvernements Kantoor, Bloemfontein, l lden Mei, 1858. 

Lo88eB of English Residents at Mo-ri.fa. 
Petitions to the Governor, sworn Declarations, and Inventories, 

dated 11th and 28th May, 1858, go to show that the individuals 
mentioned below were resident at Morija, that they took no part in 
the hostilities, that they and their families with the Rev. Mr. Arboueset 
and hie family all left the station before the entrance of the Boer 
commando, that they took shelter in a cave in a neighbouring moun-
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tain, that their property was taken away by the Boers, and that they 
estima~ed their losses as follows :-

Isaac Blake, trader and working mason, 
James Allington, trader, .. 

.. £714 17 3 
206 12 6 

Thomas Smith, trader, 
Frederick Pickard, tailor, 
Robert Hamilton, trader, 
James Pullenger, trader, 

15 0 0 
55 0 0 

637 10 0 
1102 8 0 

Letter from th(J President of the Orange Free State to the Chief Jloshesh. 
Government House, Bloemfontein, 12th May, 1858. 

GREAT CmEF,-W e have been now nearly two months at war, much 
blood has been shed, and injury inflicted on both sides ; as a man and 
a Christian I would wish to see an end to ruin and the destruction of 
life. Mr. Pretorius, the President of the South African Republic, 
has offered his services to bring about a cessation of hostilities, and 
my burghers have consented to retire into this State for a while. I 
have therefore thought proper to write you this letter, requesting to 
be informed whether you are willing t-0 receive either Mr. Pretorius, 
or a deputation to be sent by me, who shall be instructed to propose 
certain terms to you, and if you are willing to do so, whether you will 
give instructions to your people to let them pass unmolested and.safe. 
Yours, 

(Signed) J. BosaoF, President Orange Free State. 

Letter from the Chief Moahesh to tlie Presidmt of tlie Orang() Fru State. 

Thaba Bosigo, 16th May, 1858. 
Goon FRIE.""n,-I, Moshesh, do greet you, Boshof, my chief and 

master. Your messenger came in last night with a letter, in which 
Your Honour begins to speak of-peace. I am sorry that you ever did 
speak of war. It is not Moshesh who began war, and I must add 
I have not fought any battle as yet. At the commencement of the past 
sad affairs, I thought that the whole of the war was intended against 
Posuli, and you well know that you found him alone in his town, 
without any other chief to help him, but when you attacked the 
innocent and harmless Zevenfonteiners, I was surprised and also 
grieved beyond all comprehension. 

I then gave orders to all my captains t-0 fall back upon Thaba 
Bosigo, and it is due to your warriors to acknowledge that since the 
day war was declared they never fell in with either Molapo, Paulus 
Moperi, Molitsane, or any other captain, till you met them on the 
banks of the Caledon River. They only found on their way the 
people of one isolated village, and also a few old men and sick people. 
This much can I safely assert about the eastern commando. 
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I had given similar orders to those who were fighting on the W et<t, 
and you know that even at Zevenfontein you only found a few men 
who never meant to go to the war ; all the fighting men had alrP.ady 
left their doomed town. Did Morosi, who lives on the banks of the 
Orange River, molest you in any way? I left Poshuli alone, where 
he was, because you said he was a robber. Letsie had orders to fall 
baek also, and if he attaeked you at the place called Hell, he disobeyed 
orders, and at last I strongly enjoined on my people, without excepting 
the smallest captains, not to disturb you in your march till you would 
outspan in view of my mountain. Before I began to strike, I wanted 
to ascertain what were the true intentions and power of the hoers. 
While they were forming their lager at Thaba Bosigo, I said within 
myself, " I am a dog, and if my master Boshof beats me I shall bite 
him." However, for reasons unknown to me, your commando would 
not come to a fight, and after a short visit the lager broke up and 
made for BloemfC'ntein. 

Tell Mr. Pretorius, if you please, that I am always his friend, but 
that his mediation is useless. Mediation bas for its object to part two 
adversaries who are fighting against each other. Tell him that I did 
not yet fight you, but that you alone were fighting. I did not mean to 
resist till you would attack me at Thaba Bosigo, and what evidently 
shows that I never did act on the offensive is the fact of my not having 
fallen on the lager when it was disbanded and trekking away from 
Thaba Bosigo. We must both thank Pretorius for his good wishes, 
but I must tell you that I have got confidence enough in your own 
government, without requiring the mediation of a foreign power. I 
will receive your deputation. 

Oh! my good chief Boshof, call in the captains of your late com­
mando, and rebuke them much, for they have done you much harm in 
their march through my country. You style yourself a Christian in 
your last letter to me. I knew long since that you were a Christian, 
but the captains of your warriors are not, for if you persisted in saying 
that they also are Christians, we would immediately conclude that 
there is no God. What! does their Christianity consist in destroying 
Christianity ? Have not your warriors destroyed the splendid station 
of Zevenfontein ? Did t!--.ey not also bum the missionary house at 
Morija? Did they not take the whole of the Rev. Mr. Arbousset's 
furniture, along with a new waggon of his ? Aye, and you stri})ped 
as well Mr. Maeder, the assistant missionary of Morija, and dreadfully 
damaged the large churches, which had been erected at great expense 
on that very station. When you came to Thaba Bosigo you fired more 
than ten cannon-shot~ at the mission premises, but the Lord did not 
allow you to touch them. No, my good chief, the captains of your 
commando are no Christians, for I shall never believe that Christianity 
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consists in carrying away women and children into captivity, in 
shooting down old and sick people ; and all this has been done by 
your children. I repeat it again, you ought to rebuke them publidy, 
and even chastise them, because they have made so little of Your 
Honour, who is their father. 

'When I was at war with Sikonyela, I gave orders to my people not 
to destroy that chief's church, and they did not touch it ; and at the 
time the Bastards joined Major Warden, who was marching against 
me, I sent one of the principal men of the tribe to protect the church 
of the rebellious Bastards of Platberg, and consequently no damage 
was inflicted on those two houses of worship. 'What shall the world 
say when it hears that the children of a Christian chief have destroyed 
and ruined churches, whereas the children of a heathen chief were 
afraid to meddle with the house of God ? 

Your warriors deserve another great reprimand. Of course, I must 
believe what you tell me, namely, that the burghers have consented to 
retire into the Free State for a while, on account of Pretorius's 
mediation. The very fact of their returning home with such motives 
was, or at least ought to have been, a commencement of peace. 'Why 
than did they burn deserted villages on the road, and also the grass of 
the fields ? And unless a plausible explanation is given of such a 
conduct, how could we ever believe that the peace of the hoers is, or 
ever will be, sincere? 

My policy in this war was to see first, and consider. The hoers had 
been unanimous in saying that the present war wae to last till one of 
the two nations was rooted out of the face of the earth, and because I 
do not wish to do anything that would be blamed by the British 
GoTernment, I allowed the hoers to try the intended extermination by 
all the means they liked to choose. Could the English ever blame me, 
who am yet a barbarian and a heathen, for following the example of a 
civilized and Christian nation? And now, if my heart could allow me 
to copy your children, I would be justified in carrying women and 
children into captivity, in killing old and sick people, and in sending 
to eternity all the blind people that I could find in the Free State. I 
would also be justified in burning all the towns where yourself and 
your captains reside, but this, if I did it, would be too great a calamity, 
as thE>re are great merchants in Bloemfontein, Fauresmith, Smithfield, 
and Win burg; but, however, who could find fault with me even if I 
did all that? It is the (!Ustom in our country that when the people of 
a town go to dance in another town, the compliment is returned by 
the people of the visited town to the town of the visitors, and agree­
ably to this usage, we were going to invade the Free State in every 
direction, and to burn everything before us. But the Lord has 
inspired to you that it was good to prevent us from rendering evil 
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for evil. As the ~inter is drawing near, I wish that your deputation 
would soon come, because in case we could not agree, we must go 
on with the war, for the sooner we fight the better for all parties, in 
order that after the great battle is over we may all retire into some 
winter quarters. 

We have got several reasons for wishing a fight. 1st: We never 
yet acted on the offensive. 2nd: You have destroyed our corn in 
several districts of the Lesuto, and because the people of those districts 
shall be hungry during the winter, we would like to look for some 
food in the Free State. 3rd : The reports of your commanders and 
correspondents which are published in the Friend are wonderful 
inventions, and therefore they are utterly false. However, some 
burghers of the Free State might take them to be faithful and trust­
worthy statements, and taking for granteJ that we have b8fln greatly 
and easily defeated, they might in the succeeding years be inclined to 
incite wars against us, perhaps for very specious reasons. Moreover 
those statements have hurt the feelings of ·our warriors, whom I had 
great trouble to keep within bounds during the present struggle. 
The English know that we are no cowards, and we would like the 
boars to learn that we know how to fight for our rights, now you BllY 

we are great cowards. Although I wish for peace, it might perhaps 
be better that we should fight once or twice on both sides, in order to 
get better acquainted with each other, and then perhaps peace would 
be a little more sincere on the part of the hoers. 

However, my name is Moshesh, and my sister is called "Peace." 
I never liked war in my youth, how could I like it now I am old ? 
But I lament your having so loudly spoken before the war began 
of all the great calamities you were goi11.g to inflict upon our nation, 
and what I regret more is that your conduct has clearly shown the 
true existehce of these wicked intentions. I have already advised 
several of my captains of what is going on, and my wish is that we 
should both pray to God that an amicable settlement may be the result 
of our present correspondence. I will send one of my sons to meet 
your deputation at Thaba Nchu, and I have given instructions in 
order that they may not be molested or insulted on the road. Such 
are, my good friend and chief, the true words of your true and 
humble servant. 

Mark X of MosHESH. 

Letter from the Co,18ul of Fra11ce at Cape Toum to Goi-ernor Sir Geor91 
Grey. 

Ville du Cap, 18 Mai, 1858. 
MoNSIEUR LE GoUVBRNEUR,-Les lettres qui me parviennent du 

Free State montrent a n'en pouvoir douter que la guerre qui mat-
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heureusement ravage ce pays est dirigee egalement contra les Missions 
etablies par mes nationaux dans le pays des Basutos; doja plusieurs 
ont ete livrees a la devastation, et toutes sout menaeees d'un sort 
11emhlnble. Un ordre d'emprisonnement a, <lit-on, ete lance par 
Mr. Boshof contre les missionnaires, et ces hommes respectables ne 
trouvent leur salut que dans la fuite et dans !'abandon de tout ce 
qu'ils posticdent; d'autres, 11lus malheureux encore, sont obliges de se 
cacher dans les fori·ts avec leurs familles. 

Je vieus au nom de l'humanite prier votre Excellence de vouloir 
bien prendre sous sa protection spfl'iale des homrues honorables 
qui n'ont jamais employe !'ascendant que leur a obtenu leurs vertns et 
leur abnegation sur !'esprit des nnturels, que pour l'avancement de 
la civilisation et l'etahlissement du Christianisme. Yeuillez etc. 

(Signe) Le Consul de France, F. DE CAsTEL.~ .. w. 

Letter from tM Preaident of tk Orange Ft-ee State to tl~ High 
Commiaaiotur. 

Bloemfontein, 18th May, 1858. 
S1a,-Your Excellency's communication of the 6th instant duly 

reached me by the last post, and I have lost no time in laying the 
same before the Executive Council, this day expressly appointed to 
meet. 

We feel highly grateful for the interest which Y c,ur Excellency has 
shown in consenting to endeavour to bring about a settlement of the 
differences unfortunately existing between this State and the Basutos, 
and gratefully accept Your Excellency's kind offer of mediation. 

I presume before Your Excellency will be able to propose terms 
• you will find it requisite to institute an inquiry into the claims 

advanced on both sides, and into the causes of the war. I should 
therefore be glad to learn from Your Excellency, as soon as possible, 
in what manner Your Excellency proposes to proceed, that I may 
communicate it to the Volksraad at their meeting on the 7th of 
next month, considering that the sanction of that body to the pro­
ceedings of the Executive Council is requisite in such cases, according 
to the constitution. 

On the sudden and most unexpected breaking up of our commando, 
I wrote to l\foshesh, proposing a deputation to be sent from here with 
terms which may have the effect of a cessation of hostilities. His 
reply reached me last night, . consenting to receive the deputation, 
which will in consequence proceed to Thaba Bosigo on l\fonday next, 
the 2-tth instant. On their return I shall know whether Moshesh has 
consented on his part to submit our differences to Your Excellency's 
mediation. 

I am informod that Mr. Pretorius, the President of the South 
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African Republic, has arrived in the vicinity of Winburg. I there­
fore intend proceeding to that place, with the view of preventing 
any further offensive operations from that quarter. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosnoF. 

Ltter fro,n tM Preaident of tM Oratige Free State to the Chief Jloahesh. 

Bloemfontein, 18th May, 1858. 
Goon Faumn,-1 have received your letter of the 16th instant 

in reply to mine of the 12th previous, and have now to inform you 
that I will send two gentlemen as a deputation from here on Monday 
next, the 24th instant, and that they will expect, according to your 
promise, to meet your son to accompany them to Thaba Bosigo, in 
order to secure to them a safe conduct there and back again. 

Your letter contains a great many subjects which it is impossible 
for me now to answer or explain. There are several charges quite 
foreign to me, and which require to be inquired into. This I do 
not think for the present practicable, nor do I see that a full reply to 
your letter would lead to any good result. 

As you express yourself willing to listen to proposals of peace, 
I will give orders to all the authorities of the Free State to abstain 
from any offensive act against your people out of this State, in the 
sure expectation that you will do the same on your side, for should 
this not be strictly observed, the objects which we now have in 
contemplation may be frustrated. 

I have this day received a letter from Mr. President Pretorius, 
acquainting me of hie arrival with a commando at Cronetadt, and that 
he would proceed to Winburg. I have written to him that I shall 
meet him there, and will thou acquaint him with the measures as so 
far already entered into between us, with the view of putt.ing a stop to 
any further offensive operations until the result of the proposed 
settlement of existing hostilities shall be known. 

By the last post I have also received a letter from His Excellency 
the Governor of the Cape Colony, kindly tendering to mediate in our 
rlifforences. I shall instruct the deputation to be sent from here what 
to do should you be inclined to accept of the tender made by the 
Governor, His Excellency having informed me that he had also 
written to you to that effect. With best greeting, I remain Your 
humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. BosrroF, Preside~t of the Orange Free State. 

Ltter from tM G()l1ernor of the Cape Cowny to the French Consul in 
Cape To,cn. 

Cape Town, 19th May, 1858. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
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of the 18th instant, calling my attention to the losses and sufferings 
which are stated to have been sustained by the French Missionaries at 
the hands of the Inhabitants of the Orange Free State, who are now 
at war with Moshesh, the Chief of the Basuto nation. 

I will immediately transmit to Mr. Boshof, the President of the 
Orange Free State, a copy of your letter, and I have no doubt that he 
will cause the persons and property of the missionaries to be respected, 
although as the Orange Free State is an independent republic, it 
is not in my power to afford further protection to the Missionaries 
whose case you have brought under my notice. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

utter from the High Commissioner to the Preaid-ent of the Orange Fred 

Sta~. 
Cape Town, 19th May, 1858. 

Srn,-1 have the honour herewith to enclose for your information 
the copy of a correspondence which has passed between myself and 
Count Castelnau, the French Consul at the Cape of Good Hope, 
regarding statements which have been made relative to losses and 
sufferings alleged to have been sustained at the hands of the in­
habitants of the Orange Free State, by Missionaries who are subjects 
of France. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G.GBEY. 

IJespatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 20th May, 1858. 
MY Lono,-1 have the honour to transmit for your information, 

and for such instructions as Her Majesty's Government may think 
necessary to issue for the guidance of the Governor of this Colony, 
copies of a correspondence which has passed between myself and 
the Count Castelnau, the French Consul at the Cape of Good Hope, 
regarding wrongs stated to have been inflicted by some of the 
inhabitants of the Orange Free State upon Missionaries who are 
French subjects. 

2. Your Lordship will observe that I have confined myself to 
simply transmitting to the President of the Orange Free State a copy 
of Count Castelnau's letter, in the full belief that if the allegations 
made are correct, an immediate stop will be put to the proceedings 
complained of. I thought it right to interfere so far in the matter, 
because Count Castelnau was known to me as the French Consul 
here, whilst he is unknown in that capacity to the authorities of 
the Free State. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. GREY, 
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IJespafrh from tl11J D,:qh ('r1111111iR11iona tn fl,e Secretary nf Sf.ate for thi! 

Colonif'11. 

Capo Town, 20th May, 1858. 
MY Lono,-Since I had the honour of addressing Your Lordship's 

predE>cessor on the 14th ultiwo, upon the ,mbject of the war existing 
between the Orange Free State and Mosht>sh, the Chief of the Basutos, 
the correspondence noted in the margin has passed between myself 
and the President of the 1''ree State. 

2. In the first of the enclosed letters, the President requested me to 
withdraw the Proclamation dec:laring our neutrality, which I had 
issued on the 24th of March, or at least, to allow the Colonists to 
pass into the Free State as Volunteers to protect the lives and 
property of their friends and relatives. For the reasons given in 
my reply herein enclosed, I did not feel justified in withdrawing 
my Proclamation of the ~4th March. 

The President in his letter of the 14th April also put forward in 
favour of his views the plea that the war, which is now causing 
the destrul'tion of the properties of the inhabitants of that Republic, 
was to n C'onsiderable extent, if not mainly, brought upon thorn 
in con~efiuence of the nets of the British Government, of which, until 
recently, they hnd been subjects. As I felt that no good could 
arise from di;;l'ussing this sul>ject nt the present moment, I con­
sidered it my duty to decline going into that q nestion. 

3. The next letter I re<'eived from the President was dated 2ith 
April, informing me that the diffil'ulties of the Orange Free State 
seemed to increase from day to day, that thousands of horses and 
cattle ha<l been carried off hy the Basntos, that many farms had 
been dc~olated and destroyed. and that the losses and sufferings 
of the majority of the people of the Free State would be irretrievable, 
unless sollle powerful intercession procured for them a favourable 
change, or put a stop to all the bloodshed and spoliation which 
had already taken place, and anything I might be able to do in that 
respect would be tlumkfully acknowledged as a humane and Christian 
act. 

4. At the time I received this letter the Colonial Parliament was 
sitting, and was about to proceed to address me, requesting me to 
tender my sen-ices, as nwdiator, between the contending parties. 
I thought it Letter therefore to send down to both Houses of the 
Legislature mossageA, copies of whil'h are enclosed, and which con­
tained the purport of the application which the President of the 
Free State had made to me. 

;;, In reply each of the Houses sent up to me an address, copy of 
-which is herewith transmitted, requesting me to tender my services 
a11 nwdiator between the Orange Free State and the Chief of tho 

A A. 
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Basuto!I, but expresfling an opinion. that. if either of the powers 
interesied d<'clined to accept my mediation, I should not further 
interfere or take any steps which might, either directly or indirel'tly, 
involve or c-ompromise the Colony in the existing differences. I 
thereupon sent letters without delay to the President of the Free State 
and to the Basuto Chief Moshcsh, offering my mediation, in the hope 
that I might fortunatt,ly he able to sueceed in bringing to a close 
the unhappy stat1;1 of things which prevailed .. There has not yet 
been time f n; the answers to these letters to reach me. 

6. But lMt night I received a private letter from Bloemfontein, 
dated 11 th l\lay, stating, and I believe this intelligence to be quite 
correct, that the army of the Orange Frc,e State, upon reaching the 
spot where the Basuto Chief had determined to give them battle, 
conceiving that they were unequal to cope with the enemy, had 
retreated, broken up, and dispersed to their homes, leaving a force 
of about 400 men to watch their Frontier. I am further infonned 
that the President has in consequence summoned the Legislature 
of the Froe State to meet on the 7th Juno next, and that the affairs 
of the country are in such a state of confusion that it is difficult to 
predict what may next take place. 

7. I hope, however, that in fact the war with Moshesh is now 
terminatod, and that somo means may he devised for putting tho 
relations existing- hetwoen the Orangfl Free State and the Basutos 
upon such a ba!lis that further disturhances may for at lenst a very 
considerable time be avoided. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GnEY. 

Ll"ftrr from the Pn~idt'llf of t!,e Or1111_qe Frn· St,tfe to t!,, Roidl'llt 
J/i,_qi~trate of .Alill'nl Kortl1. 

Blot>mfontein, 20th May, 1858. 
Mv DEAR Sm,-1 was on the point of writing to you officially, at the 

recommendation of Sir George Grey, requesting you to come over to 
us and take upon you the mission to the great hlack Prince Moshe1,1h, 
for the purpose of arranging a suspension of hostilities, when I 
received a long epistle from the old gl'ntlernan, which I am going to 
publish, that our friends may grin and our enemies smile to see how 
he bt>lnhours UR. However he is indined to receive a deputation 
from this, and as I do not know yet whether he will acc1;1pt of Sir G. 
Grl'y's mediation I have determined to send two men from here on 
Monday next, the 2-tth instant. 

The boC1rs, by their unaccountable sudden break up, have brought 
me in such a fix as I never yet was in all my life. They imagine 
that they have giwn 1'IosJw,-h sueh a lieking that he will keep quiet 
for many a day, poor fools. Pretorins is about \\ 7 inburg. I am 
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going there to-moJTOw to meet him. and see what is to he done; 
1)0rha11s he will recei¥e power and authority from the publiek to dismiss 
me, or come over hero with the sitting of the Raad on the 7th June, 
to claim the <:ountry again. All will be alike welcome to me. After 
the conduct of our bol•rs iu this war I shall be indifferent, though 
I pity the State,-the Engli,;h ought never to have given it up. 
Yours very truly, 

(Sig·ned) J. Bosuoi,·. 

J11.•fr11dio11~ fur tlu: lkp1d11tiun lo Moslin/1, P11r11,1101111t (.'/,ief of tl1e 
B11811tus. • 

1. The deputation consists of Lollewyk Jaeobus Papcnfus, Esquire, 
and ,Villiam George Every, Esquire. 

2. The objeet of this deputation is to propoi-e terms for the sus­
pen,iion of hostilities between the sul,jetts of l\loi-he~h on the one side, 
and the burghers of the Free State on the other side, with a Yiow to n 
final settlt.'Il1ent of llem·e. 

3. As it is foreseen, if peace is to be condnded in sueh a ruauner 
that it may be expected to last, and be faithfully observed by both 
parties, the terms cannot be hastily agreed upon, as both parties will 
require some time to consider and weigh their interests well, and for 
that purpose discussions will necessarily arise, which may take up 
several days. 

-t. I therefore propose that Moshesh shall name a commission on 
his side, and that the Volksraad of the Orange Free State, who are to 
meet on the 7th of June next, also name a commission on their side, 
and appoint the time when, and the 11lace where, those commissions 
are to meet and discuss the articloR of ponce. Such commissions to 
have full llower in writing, to be produced at the opening of the con­
forew·e, so that whatever they shall jointly agree to shall be binding 
on hoth partieR. But no ono is to be appointed on the commission 
on eithc>r side who may have, publicly or otherwise, made himself 
ohmixious to either party by interfering in their disputes. 

5. Shoul<l l\loshc>sh. however, prefer the mediation of His Excel­
lency Sir George Grey, and give His Excellency full power to 
inquire into the differenees existing between him and the Free 
State, and bring out a final and bin<ling decision thereon; the Pre­
sident and Executive Council having already agreed thereto, and 
informed His Excellc>ncy thereof ; the President will, in such case, 
submit such agreement to the Volksraad for its approval or dis­
approval, and acquaint Moshesh with the \"esult without loss of 
time. 

6. As soon as a suspension of hostilities shall have been agreed on, 
each party i.hall immediately give notice thereof to nil his subjects, 

A A 2 
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and faithfully cause it to be observed ; nor shall any coloured persons 
or native tribes, not belonging to the Basutos or formerly in sub­
mission to :Moshesh, but who have during the war come over to 
the Free State Government, or aided that Government in any way, be 
injured or molested either in their persons or property, for or on 
account of anything they may have so done. 

7. l:ntil peace is finally concluded, there shall be no intercourse 
between the subjects of the Free State and Moshesh, except on official 
pul,lic matters, and then they shall never exceed more at any one time 
than four persons, and be properly provided with letters or other 
legal testimonials, on pain of being seized or imprisoned, or killed in 
ca,;e of armed resi,;tance. 

8. Thievei-1 may always be treated according to law. 
9. Any other stipulation whiL:h may be suggested by Moshesh, not 

contained in tlwse instructions, may be agreed U}lOn by the dPputation, 
or any immaterial alteration in the above tenrn~, 1wovidt>1l iaud1 alter­
ation, modification, or acldition, shall not be in direl't contradiction 
or opposition to the general tenor or import of these instructions. 

l 0. ,vhntever f'hall be agreed on 8hall be reducPd to writing, 
and subscril,ed to by this deputation on the one side, and :Moi:,hesh on 
t 'le other si<le. and properly dated and witnef<,.ed. 

Given under my hand and the Public Seal of the Orange Free 
~tate, at Bloemfontein, this 21st day of May, 1858. 

(Signed) J. Bo,i110F, President of the Orange Free State. 

Letter Jr<>m the Ciril Co111111iRsio11er of .Ali1rnl l{orth to tlie Serrrtary lo tl,e 
High Com111iR-~in11w. 

Aliwal Korth, 2-tth ?ifaJ·, 18.58. 
Sm,-I ha~e the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

dated the 6th instant, with the enclosures. 
I despatched the letter addressed to the Chief Mo .. hesh, by way of 

the ,Yittebergen. through Mr. Superintendent Austen. I have a(h-ieo 
from him that it reached the Mission Station of Bethes,la, nerosi.-the 
Orange Riv<;>r, the following-day, and would he transmitted from Chit•f 
to Chief without delay to Thaba Bosigo, which I expect it would reaeh 
about Saturday last. the 22nd. The post was a day behind time last 
week, arriving here during the night of Monday the 1 ith, instead of 
at noon on that day. ns it ought to have done. 

I endose for Hii, Exeelleney'i, infonnation the Bloemfontein news­
paper, from whid1 it seemi, that a friendly intercourse has been opened 
by Mr. Boshof with l\loshe;,h, and that a deputation starts this day from 
Bloemfontein for Thal.a no~igo, thus pr,•duding the neee!'sitJ' for 
rc>quiri11g my RerviPt>R as a nw,lium of <'0111m1111icntioo. In tenus of 
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His Excdlell(:y's directiuuB, I have hdd my,;elf perfectly pn·pared to 
proceed up(,n the mission; and His Excellency may rely upon my being 
ready at all times to act in furtherance of His Excellency's instructions 
in this matter. 

Beyond what apprars in the newspaper, and in the note from Bloem­
fontein which I enelose, we ha,e nu information during the past week, 
which is worth noting. All is quiet, and there are no thefts worth 
mrntioning consequent upon the retreat of tho Boer Commando, as it 
was fully expected there would be. I am prrpared to expect, however, 
a:great division in the Councils of the Free State, or pos~il,ly I ought 
rath~r to say among tho inhabitants of that country. Mr. Pretorius 
has, and ever has had. numrrous secret friends in the Free State, and 
whether the views and wish of the community generally be to prosecute 
the war with lfoshesh, or to make peace with him, I am J)ersuaded 
that Mr. Pretorius and his friends will not loi.-e the opportunity presented 
by the position into which the present Gornrnment has now placed the 
country, to bring him into powrr, and extinguish the Freo State in a 
union of the Cis and Trans Vaal countries, under a l\Iaatschnppy 
Government. 'Whether they may succePd it is impossible to calculate 
with any degree of certainty, as the Boers are so tickle and easily led 
hy tran:iit>nt circumstances. Pretorius and Boshof meet at ,viuburg 
under peeuliar cireumstances. The ,vinburg District wa,i formerly the 
hotlwd of intrigue and opposition to the British Government in 
~overeiguty days, and many of his father's old friends will surround 
him at his mreting with the Prrsident on the prc!'.'cnt oceai;iou. I 
have not the slightest doubt that both Sem•kal and Sehutte arc at henrt 
fa,ournl,le to the interests of Pretoriu!'.I, whilst al1 the C'ommon class 
of TioerR, who may think that Moshesh and his nlli<>s have not bec•n 
sufficiently puni1:1hed, will look to Pretorius as the 011ly mnn likely to 
uuite nll partiPs of the Boers ngain~t him, and accompli:-h his humili~ 
tion. 

"yhen l\Ioshesh's letter is translated into Duteh. and placed in the 
hands of the Roers, it will be an additional incentive to renewing the 
struggle; and in this view I think Moshesh has acted very unwisely 
for bis own sake, in assuming the sarcastic tone whil'h characterizre his 
letter to the President throughout. 

I may mention that I hn.ve ,had an opportunity of speaking during 
the past week witit one or two really respectable men,-Boers,-who 
ban boon throughout the whole commando. present at Beersheba, at 
Morija, and at the retreat from Thabn. Bosigo. I am very much 
dispo!!ed to think and believe that the stories which have found their 
way into the newspapers, as to their wantonness in destruction of life 
and property at the two Mission stations, are grossly exaggerated. 
Mr. Sc:hreiner, the brother-in-law of Mr. Rulland, visited them immedi-
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ately after the affair at Beersheba, and assured me that the Burgher 
statement was substantially correct, and that the only wonder to him 
was, under the circwnstances, that Rolland had suffered almost nothing, 
and that ten waggons had been placed at his disposal the next day to 
remove all his effects to Smithfield. 

It appears that strict orders were issued also at Morija, not to tom·h 
any house or property belonging to the Mit;sionaries, but after the 
village was taken by the Boers information was oLtained in some way 
that Mr. Arbousset had fled, because he was afraid, having been 
present on two or three occasions during the fights between the Boers 
and Letsie's people, and that he had, after bringing his family upon 
the mountain, fled to Thaba Bosigo. 

It is certain that to all the parties sent up by the Commandant to 
endeavour to assist him and his family, himself was invisible, and on 
the second or third day after the taking of the village, the Gemians 
attached to the Commando (about a hundred) pillaged and set fire to 
his house. The Commandant Senekal did everything in his power to 
save it, but in vain. He could not restrain these men; but had Mr. 
Arbousset remained at home with his family nothing would have 
happened to him. 

It was stated by the women of Mr. Arhousset's family to the Boers 
who visited them on the mountain, that the orders of Letsie were, that 
no flags of"truce were to be hoisted, and that he would take subsequent 
vengeance on all who did hoist such flags. Between fear of the Boers 
and fear of Letsie, the family fled to the mountain, with every white 
person on the station, the Maeder family excepted, and which last as 
appears were not injured. Last night I received information from Mr. 
Austen that Mr. Arbousset and family have arrived at Bethesda, the 
French Mission Station on the Orange River opposite the Wittebergen, 
in a moet lamentable condition, having walked from Morija, a distance 
of 50 miles. Mr. Maeder, the Assistant Missionary at Morija, is still 
at the station. 

I have no report from Mr. Auston this week, save a short note to 
say that all is quiet in the Reserve, and that Morosi and his people 
have sent out several lots of horses lately stolen, and appear most 
anxious to preserve a good understanding with him, a state of things 
which Mr. Austen ascribes to the presence of the Police Force. I 
have, &c., 

(l:;igned) 

Letter from tM Rn;. )fr. Arbousset to the Landdrost of Smitlijidd. 

Bethesda, 25th May, 1858. 
S1R,-ln its issue of the 6th instant, the Blormfontein Gazette-has 

pu blishcd an offic-ial lC'tter written to you by the E!eC'retnry to the 
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Krygsraud from "Let:;io',; towu, l\forija. Ha:mtulund, 30 April, 1858.'' 
The statements therein contaiued I wif.l not eomment upon, with the 
exce1)tion. however, of three, which run as follows:-

1 st statement. " The English and other burghers of the army, fired 
with indignation, began to destroy everything, and the whole town was 
presPntly in a blaze, nothing being left standing but the church and 
Mr. l\laedl'r's dwelling." 

This puts one to the blush. The burning down of my house, after 
it had been brokc-n up and pluudPrcd, may prove to be an indelible 
i-tuin upou the charac-tcr of the lll'riwtrators of the deed, and upon tho 
Government of the Free State itself, uuless disapproved hy them, or 
proved to have be-en a merited trPatment. 

2nd statement. " Ac-cor1ling to the statemc-nts of l\Ir. l\fneder and a 
lla,;tard girl, the Missionary Arliousset uu<l a fow EuglishmPn were 
with the Kntfirs in the fight. and fled with them." 

I lwg the Krygsraa<l's pardon; but I was, not in the fight. I have 
not fired one ;;hot, even at birds, since I eros!:le<l the Orange River in 
J\Iarch last. No Englishmen residing at l\Iorija were in the fight; 
110110 of them fired a 1;ingle gun in that fight, nor in any previous one. 
I le-ave it with Mr. Maeder to eorrect the statement when he rends it. 
It is true I fled from the station, and that th~ English fled likewise. 
l took no advice from them, nor from anybody else; they took oo 
atlviee from me; eaeh one usP<l his own discretion. Not one hair has 
fallen from our hmds. I would still follow the same course, were it to 
he but for the sake of my numerous family, if the thiug was to ho 
done. My substitute remained at home. thnt ought to prove suffi­
cimt. 

3rd statement. "The Krygsraad further resoh·cd thnt the booty 
1;hould be put up and disposed of by public sale, and the proeeeds 
fairly divided among the burghers." 

Against the burghers, as individuals, I have no claim to lay ; lmt I 
would respectfully request to know whether the State will approve 
of tlwir dealings or will give redress. The presbytery has boon 
plun<lrn·cd and then destroyed, the new church injured, its pulpit 
brokrn down, the bell of the station carried away, thousands of 
:Xcw Testaments or other Bnsuto books torn and thrown into the fire, 
as though the blacks were in need of no instruetion at all! l\Iy rich 
library, valuable mnnuH·ripts, ttn abundant c-orrespoudence, have all 
g0ne. I am infomwd that one of the Commandauts kept my family 
wa~gon a.,; his share•. whilst a seconcl (only lent me hy Mr. Goss11llin, 
of lletlwsda,au<l the Commumlant-Gcncrul had been duly informed of 
the fact by Mr. l\Iaeder) has fallen to the lot of some one else. Ewn 
the tools of the Mi;;sion have been taken away out of the workshop. 
which has bucn 11lumlerod too, &c., &c. Thus we have liccu <leult with 
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as have the other white inhabitants of the station, or the Basuto them­
selves. 

Sir, the two Protestant mi!'.sionaries residing at l\forija are fully con­
scious, and the public well aware, I trust, that the little influence they 
possess amongst the natives has for long years past, and to this very 
moment, been exercised in benefiting Loth blacks and whites. We 
may foil doing much good; but our line of conduct c11.nnot change. 
Helped by the Lord, we will, until our last, try and conciliate all 
parties, returning even good for evil, as much as opportunity and 
means will afford. 

You will oblige me by laying this communication under the eyes of 
His Honour the President, and returning me an answer. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Tu. ARnorssET, V.D.M. 

JJeBpatch from the High Co111111issio11,;r to the Svcrdary of State for tl,e 
Co/011ie8. 

Cape Town, 27th May, 1858. 
MY LoRn,- I have the honour to enclose copies of dl'clarations made 

by British subjects who have been resiJent for several years in the 
Basuto Territory, complaining that, upon the 28th of April last, the 
forces of the Free State, now at 1<"ar with the Basuto nation, had after 
their attack upon a Basuto village, seizeJ private property belonging 
to the declarants, to the Yalue of £991 9s. 9d., and that they retained 
the same after they had been warned that it was the private pro1ierty 
of British subjects, who were neutrals, and who had taken no part in 
the war. 

2. It appears from letters from the seat of war, that the property 
seized by the Forces of the Free State was sold by public auction, and 
that the funds are to be applied to the purposes of the State. 

3. I beg that instructions may be given to me as to the steps I am 
to take in reference to property taken under the circumstances detailed, 
from British subjects, by the forces of the Free State. 

4. Until such instructions reach me, I shallsimplytran!-<mit copiesof 
the deelarations to the Government of the Orange Free State, stating 
that I rely U})0n their justly and equitably adjusting the claims of 
the complainants. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

JJespatch from the High Commissioner to tl1e Secretary of State for ti,,, 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 27th May, 1858. 
l\Iv LoRIJ,-Since I addressed Your Lordship upon the 20th instant 

regarding the state of affairs in the Orange Free State, I have received 
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a copy of the Goren11111•11t Gn:ette of the South Afriean Rf•1mblic, whieh 
contains the copy of a confidental letter which the President of the Free 
State had written to the Government of the South African Republic 
upon the 9th of April last. 

2. It is much to be regretted that the President of the Orange Free 
State, in communicating with me upon the 2ith April, did not more 
unreservedly state the nature of the correspondence which, it now 
appears, had passed between himself and the South African Republic. 

3. Your Lordship will find, from the enc:losed letters, that the 
Government of the South African Republic evidently feel a difficulty 
in recognising Mr. Boshof as President of the Orange Free State. 
Hence I infer that there is still some unsettled question regarding 
Territory and right of jurisdiction between the Government of the 
two States, which may probably preve~t unrestricted freedom of 
adion on the part of the Government of the Free State in adjusting 
the questions pending between itself and the Basuto nation. Had I 
known this, I should have doubted the possibility of successfully 
mediating in these questions, and should therefore have hesitated 
before I made the offer I did. 

4. The necessity of caution on my part, from this cause, will be 
more obvious from the President's letter of the 18th instant, a copy 
of which I now enclose, from which it will be seen that, whilst he 
accepts ( subject to the sanction of such acceptance by the Legislature 
of the Free State) the profferred mediation. he, without giving any 
further infonnation regarding the correspondence or relations betwPen 
himself and the South African Republic than he had previously done, 
acquaints me with the fact that the President of the South African 
Republic had entered the Free State, and had arrived at ,vinl.,urg, 
adding that he intended proceeding to that place with a view of 
preventing any further offensive operations in that quarter. 

5. I learn from other sources that the President of the South African 
Republic has entered the Orange Free State at the head of an armed 
force, and that it is very doubtful what turn matters may now take. 

6. From the enclosed copy of the confidential communication from 
the President of the Orange Free State to the Government of the South 
African Republic, it also appears that, whilst soliciting aid from us, and 
whilst we, in conformity with existing treaties, have permitted free 
passage of munitions of war for him, which we have prevented the 
Basutos from obtaining ; he has been using language regarding Great 
Britain and this Government, which might create feelings hostile to us, 
and this is the more to be regretted as, from another despatch I have 
forwarded to you, Your Lordship will find that the forces of the Free 
State have seized the private property of unoffending British subjects 
resident in the Basuto territory, and after having been warn~d that it 
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was sueh, have puhlidy sold it, with the intention oi applying the 
funds towards the payment of the expenses of the war. I have, &e., 

(Signed) G. GnEY. 

Lttter from the High Commissioner to the Presid,!llt ~f tlw Or1111gv Pree 
Sf Rte. 

Cape Town. 2ith May, 1858. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to endose copies of declarations which I 

have received from certain British subjects, setting forth that after 
the attaek upon a Basuto village on the 28th of April last. by the 
Forces of the Orang-e Free State, their private property to the value 
of £991 Us. 9d. had been seized hy the said forees, after they had 
been duly warned that such property belonged to British subjects, 
who were neutrals, and had taken no part in the war. 

2. From other accounts I learn that property, thus seized, wa~ 
publidy sold by auction under the sanction of the authorities. 

3. I feel satisfied that Your Honour, upon being made ac(ptainted 
with the:se facts, will direct that the daims of the complainant,; shall 
be without delay justly and equitalily settled. I have, &<:., 

(Signed) G. GnEY. 

Lctt,r from the High C'om1,1issio11er to tl,e President ~f tl,e Ora11ge Pree 
State. 

Cape Town, 2ith llay, 18&8. 
Srn,-I think it my duty to place on record the fact that when I 

addressed Your Honour my letter of the 6th instant, offering my 
mediation for the purpose of attempting to bring to a close the war 
prevailing between the Basutos and the Orange Free State, I was not 
ac(1uainted with the terms in which Your Honour had written to the 
Prol'i<lent of the South African Republic upon the 9th of April, or 
with the nature of the answer to that letter. Published copit.'s of 
these documents have been since sent to me by the Government of the 
South African Republic, in their Gn:dtc of the 16th ultimo. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tlie Rel'. ,1fr. Jo11ssc for the l'!ti~f Mosl,cs/1 to the Rr:sid,mt 
.Magistrate of .A.li1cal .1.Yortl1. 

Thaba Bu:;igo, 28th May, 1858. 
MY DEAU Sm.-His Excolleney the Oovernor having kindly prupost><l 

to mediate between Mr. Boshof aucl rue in our poodiug contest, and, 
at the same time referred us to you for the suspending of hostilities, 
I hasten to inform you that I readily accept the offor ; and that, from 
this day, the truce has begun on my part; though it may take a 
certain time to acquaint all my tribe of this decision, and especially to 
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cull back all marauding parties; but I will lose no time. nor spare any 
trouble, to obtain these two desirable ends; in which effort, I trust, I 
will be seconded by Mr. Boshof himself by all means in his power, 
should he, on his side, accept the mediation, as I have all reason t-0 
believe. Receive, dear sir, with the chief's respects and my own, the 
assurance of my high esteem. 

For Moshesh, and at his special request, 
(Signed) Ta. JoussE. 

Letter from the Chief Mosheslt to tlte Digit Commis~ioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 28th May, 1858. 

GREAT CmE.F,-1 have lately received your communication of the 
6th instant, which must have suffered some delay on its way to me; 
and I have been pleased with your word, seeing the laudable desire 
you express to reconcile us with Mr. Boshof. I trust you still 
remember how I begged that favour of you more than a year ago. I 
acquainted you then that the Boers were meditating to come to fight 
against me, under pretence. Such has been the case. To-day, you, 
the servant of the Queen, offer your mediation. I do not hesitate 
accepting it. I have lived amidst wars, and found wars to be great 
evils,-peace a pleasurable thing ; and surely my letter must have 
fallen into your hands-that letter of mine to Mr. Boshof, in which I 
desired him to refer our case to Your Excellency, before we had 
fought at all. 

I am still in the same sentiments, hoping that all may be well 
arranged when you put your hands therein and inquire fairly into this 
contest, and convince yourself that I have not once acted on the 
offensive as yet; for your letter reached me as I had just decided on 
going down at once into the Free State ; but your word prevented it. 
Now I learn that a ship loaded with cannons, and guns, and powder, 
and lead, has arrived ; that those ammunitions are on their way to the 
Free State. My people question whether the truce and mediation for 
peace asked by Mr. Boshof to yourself. and to me also, are not a 
snare. They find it hard to be restrained. But I will restrain, and 
arrange a suspension of hostilities through the mc1lium you point out 
to me-Mr. Burnet, magistrate at Aliwal. 

I have ever been desirous to follow the advice of the British 
Government, and I do so still, relying on your personal ability and on 
your generosity too ; for my heart is very grieved, seeing that the 
Boers have cut an ugly pattern for my tribe, under the eyes of my 
warriors, whom I was struggling hard, n,t tile very time, to restrain. 
Still, at last, some of them were detached from the others and went on 
to create a diversion, and they burned houses in their turn. But when 
I fought some years ago against Sikonyela, I appointed men who 
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proktte<l Mr. Daniel's hou:;e and 1:1tntion, and at l'latberg I did the 
snmo with Mr. Giddy, when we fought at Viervoet. 

Now, my lord, if you can help us in mnking pence, let affairs be 
properly investigated, and that peace well guaranteed ; also let my 
teachers and thlc'ir chur!'hes be secured from the rough hand, of the 
Boers, for my fighting men are very wroth at being denied the liberty 
to go and avenge themselws of the de,,truction of Beersheba, whieh 
had no fault, and of the complete ruin of Letsie's town, where he 
lived,-he, my eldest son, together with my kind friend Mr. 
Arbousset, with whom and two of his eolleagues we had fonnd0d that 
station. the oldest in my country. But the Boers have plunder0d and 
burned down, and left but little standing, though they knew thnt the 
law of n·taliation is at the bottom of our manners. 

Their behaviour makes UR wonder at them. althoug·h they may give 
a proper ('ompensation when matters are in<1uired into and arrangNl; 
and at our being deprived of powder and lead, we wonder also, 
knowing not what for, since the Queen of England has made no law 
by whil'h they can be refused to us and not to our neighlwurs; for 
when wl' entered into a treaty with Sir George Na pier, I had a right 
to purchase all such things with the £i5 sterling secured to me every 
year. I reeeived that sum during two years, and as to the years 
following I instructed Mr. Rawstorne, of Colesberg. to take all the 
moncy and reYerse it into the treasury of Government. 

I feel thankful that the colony allows us, to this day, to procure all 
European produces, which are many, with the exc0ption of ammunition 
only; but shoulcl this only pass on to us, when peace is concluded, my 
heart will be truly white. It will be further cheered and encouraged 
if the Free State engages to make no slaves in my land, and likewii<e 
if some good guarantee tan be giYen against any encroachment, on 
their part, upon the boundary line to be traced. But I feel I mu~t 
refrain from expatiating on these matt0rs, considering that Your 
Excellency has kindly offered to mediate as a friend, and to propose 
terms. I accept the mediation with confidence. My offidal lcttC'rs 
will henceforth bear the seal I received as a present from Sir Peregrine 
Maitland. 

I remain, Great Chief, your grateful friend, 
Mark X of MosnESH. 

Letter from the Cl1i,f Mosl1esh to the High Commissioner. 

Thaba Bosigo, 29th May, 1858. 
GREAT CmEF,-Your letter of the 6th instant has much rejoiced my 

heart, inasmuch as it shows me that the British Government is always 
my friend. 

Thero is not perhaps another Chief in South Africa that has shown 
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as much deference ns what I have done towards the British Govern­
ment. Last year I wrote to Your Excellency, in the month of May, 
to apprise you of the difficulties that the boundary question was 
likely to bring about, and even at the commencement of this war I 
wanted to refer to you, but my enemies wanted war, and they made 
appeal to the cannon. 

I wish the whole Colony to understand tho.t this war was not the 
work of my hands. I have been attacked at a moment when I was 
most peaceful, and because I hate war I have kept my people within 
bounds as mueh as possible during the present struggle. Had I 
carried on war in a barbnrous and ferocious manner I would never 
have expected the blessing of God, because the Lord is the God of 
Hosts, and we must fight as if ho wore our Chief and our 
Commander. 

I very sincerely thank you for the kind wishes you entertain 
towards myself and the Orange Free State. I am flOrry that the 
Frie11d ~( the Free State speaks as if it wanted to conceal the truth and 
deceive Your Excellency. I hope you will suspend your judgment 
about the war till I find an opportunity of telling you the truth. 

Long before your letter came to hand President Bo,,hof had sued 
for peace, and I had promised to receive a deputation which he had 
proposed to send to me. I expect every moment that deputation, and 
I have sent one of my sons to meet it at Thaba Nchu. 

My name is still :Moshe:,h, I am still a man of peace. Boshof has 
much grieved me, and my people too, by bringing war into our 
country, and because we are not conscious of having deserved such a 
calamity. ,Ye were going to invade the Free State when Boshof 
wrote to me about pence, and soon after Your Excellency offered a 
friendly mediation. "'e stand still, and if the Free State can or will 
give us satisfaction we shall not carry on war any further. 

One thing among others which has affiicted us, and which must 
have grieved everybody in the Colony, is that the Boers have interfered 
with our Churches and Missionaries. If the God of the Black people 
is not the same God as the God of the "·nites, why do all Christian 
:Kntions send Missionaries to us? And why is it that the Boers will 
not respect God ? 

My father Mokhad1aue lived happy. awl he died very old. Re had 
never to contl•nd with either numerous or great trouhles. But I 
Moshesh have been an unfortunate man all through. I allowed the 
Boers to occupy some parts of my country. I thought I was doing 
them good. How have they repaid me? They have broken my 
heart and trampled me under tlwir fret. There is a snake called 
l,ehulubulu which dies in giving birth, because its little ones rend its 
hosom. In like manner the Boers whom I had received into my 
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bosom thought that they could not live without killing me; they have 
ruade me very unhappy ; how could I ever be consoled or satisfied? 

There are some of your subjects in the Colony who make very little 
of your orders and laws. You say, "let Moshesh live;" and they say, 
"No, let Moshesh die." If they loved me as you love me they would 
not be supplying Boshof with so much powder and lead and so many 
cannons, guns, pistols, and swords. Are not all these things for 
killing me? Why is it that nobody supplies me? 

My great wish to-day is that you should write me very soon, and to 
offer me some comfort and advice, for I have only one comfort in all 
my troubles, that is the thought of having in Cape Town a good 
friend and a devoted father, his name is George Grey and the name of 
his unfortunate son is 

Mark X of MosnEsu. 
P.S.-At this very moment we read in a Colonial newspaper, that 

the steamer Zulu has on board a great quantity of ammunition for 
Boshof. What mm1t I expect, pence or a great war? I see 
preparations are being made to kill me. I wish you would either 
prewnt those ammunitions to reach their destination or allow me also 
to get such supplies from the Colony . 

.A.rticle8 of .Agreement 
Entered into at Thaba Bosigo, on the first day of June, in the year of 
our Lord 1858, between Moshesh, Paramount Chief of the Ba.sutos, 
on the one side, and Lodewyk Jacobus Papenfus, Esq., and William 
George Every, Esq., as a deputation thereto specially appointed and 
authorizPd, and acting on behalf of the Government of the Orange 
Free State, on the other side, for arranging the terms upon which 
offensive military operations on the part of both the said contracting 
powers shall be suspended until the terms and conditions of peace can 
be finally agrt>ed upon. 

Whereas on the 19th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1858, 
war wa!l declared by the Government of the Orange Free State against 
Mosht>sh, Paramount Chief of the Basuto tribes bordering upon the 
said State, and since that date various offensive and defensive military 
operations have been carried on by both parties; and whereas both 
• the said contracting powers are desirous that peace should be restored ; 
but finding that considerable time will be required for the careful 
consideration, decision, and settlement of the terms and conditions 
upon which such peace shall be based and settled: Now, therefore, it 
is agreed and fixed upon, by the herein beforenamed contracting 
powers: 

1. That imm,•diately upon the signing and execution of these 
prese.nt8, all otfonsive military operations on the part of both the said 
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contending powers shall be smipended, and shall not again be resumed 
until after all negotiations for the bringing about of a final peace 
between them shall have been finally broken off and determined by a 
noti<·e in writing to that effect, under the handwriting, signatm·e, and 
great seal of the head of the government of either of the said 
contending powers. 

2. That the said Moshesh, as paramount chief aforesaid, herewith 
aC'cepts the mediation of His Excellency Sir George Grey, and hereby 
gives His Excellency full power to inquire int-0 the differences existing 
between him and the Free State, to bring about a final and binding 
decision thereon, the President and Executive Council having already 
agreed thereto, and informed His Excellency thereof ; the President 
will submit such agreement to the V olksraad for their approval or 
disapproval, and acquaint Moshesh of the result without loss of time. 

3. Immediately upon the signing and execution of the1,e presents, 
each of the contracting powers shall give notice of the tenor and 
import thereof to all his subjects, and cause it to be faithfully observed 
and adhered to. 

4. Any coloured persons, or native tribes, not belonging to the 
Basutos, or formerly in submission to the paramount Chief Moshesh 
aforesaid, but who have during the war aforesaid come over to the 
Free State government, or aided that government in any way, shall 
not be injured or molested either in their person or property, for or on 
account of anything they may have so done. 

S. Until peace be finally concluded, there shall be no personal 
intercourse between the subjects of the Free State and the Basuto 
chief Moshesh, except on official puhlic matters, and then the persons 
employed on such public matters shall never exceed more at any one 
time than four 1ier;;ons, and be pr:iperly provided with letters or other 
legal testimonials, on pain of_ being seized and imprisoned, or killed 
in case of armed resistance. 

6. Thieves are to be dealt with according to law. 
Thus done and agreed upon at Thaha Bosigo this 1st day of June 

in the year of our Lord 1858, in presence of the subscribing 
witnesse~. 

Mark X of MosHESII, 
Paramount Chief of the Basutos. 

(Signed) L. J. PAPE:.Fus, ( . 
'\ r G E 1 ?tfomhers of Deputation, 

ILLIAY . \"EHY, 1 

S-r. P. O'S. O'Bu1Ex, Sec. to the Deputation. 
\Vitnes11es: (Sig-ned) NEHEYI.\H Mos11Es11, 

DAYID Mos11Es11, 
P.u:u;s Mo1•ERI, 

T11os. ARnoussET, V.D.M 
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IJespatch from the Seeretary of State for the Coloniea to the High 
Commis,ioner. 

Downing Street, 1st June, 1858. 
Srn,-I have received your despatch of the 25th March, forwarding 

a copy· of a Proclamation which you had issued in relation to the 
hostilities pending between the Orange Free State and the Basuto 
Chief Moshesh, and I have to signify to you my approval of this 
Proclamation. I have, &c., 

(Signed) STANLEY. 
P.S.-I have also received your despatch of 14th April, transmitting 

copies of a correspondence between the President of the State and 
yourself on the subject. 

Letter from the Chief Moshssh to tlu High Commlsaioner. 

Thaba Bosigo, June, 1858. 
You& ExcELLENCY,-It may scarcely appear necessary to lay before 

Your Excellency any lengthened detailti of what has taken place 
between the Orange Free State and myself. I know that you have 
followed with interest the transactions which have led to the 
comml'ncement of hostilities, and you have heard with pain of the 
horrors occasioned by the war, at present suspended in the hopes that 
peace may be restored by Your Excellency's mediation. 

Allow me, how'.lver, to bring to your remembrance the following 
circumstances :-About twenty-five years ago my knowledge of the 
White men and their laws was very limited. I knew merely that 
mighty nations existed, and among them was the English. These, 
the blackti who were acquainted with them, praised for their justice. 
Unfortunately it was not with the English Government that my first 
interc0urse with the whites commenced. People who had come from 
the Colony first presented themselves to us, they called themselves 
Boers. I thought all white men .. ere honest. Some of these Boers 
asked permission to live upon our borders. I was led to believe they 
would live with mo as my own people lived, that is, looking to me as 
to a father and a friend. 

About sixteen years since, one of the Governors of the Oolony, Sir 
George Na pier, marked down my limits on a treaty he made with rue. 
I was to be ruler within those limits. A short time after, another 
Governor came, it was Sir P. Maitland. The boors then began to talk 
of their r(ql,t to places I had then lent to them. Sir P. Maitland told 
me those pevple were subjects of the Queen, and should be kept 
under proper control; he did not tell me that ho recognised any right 
they had tu land within my country, but ns it was difficult to take 
them away, it wa,; proposed that all desiring to he under the Brititih 
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rule should live in that part Mar the mEJeting of the Orange and 
Caledon rivers. 

Then came Sir Harry Smith, and he told me not to deprive any 
chief of their lands or their rights, he would see justice done to all, 
but in order to do so, he would mako the Queen's Laws extend over 
every white man. He 11aid the ,Vhites and Blacks were to live 
together in peace. I could not understand what he would do. I 
thought it would be something very just. and that he was to keep the 
Boers in my land under proper control, and that I should hear no 
more of their elaiming the places they livo<l on as their exclusive 
property. But instead of this, I now heard that the Boers consider 
all those farms as their own, and were buying and selli~ them one to 
the other, and driving out by one means or another my own people. 

In vain I remonstrated. Sir Harry Smith had sent ,v arden to 
govern in the Sovereignty. He listened to the Boers, and he proposed 
that all the land in which those Boers' farms were should be taken 
from me. I was at that time in trouble, for Sikonyela and the 
Korannas were tormenting me and my people by stealing and killing; 
th~y said openly the Major gave them orders to do i,o, and I have 
proof he did so. One day he sent me a map and said, sign that, and 
I will tell those people (Mantatis and Korannas) to leave off fighting, 
if you do not sign the map, I cannot help you in any way. I thought 
the Major was doing very improperly and unjustly. I was told to 
appeal to the Queen to put an end to this injustice. I did not wish to 
grieve Her Majesty by causing a war with her people. I was told if 
I did not sign the map, it would be the beginning of a great war. I 
signed, but soon after I sent my cry to the Queen. I begged Her to 
investigate my case and remove "the line," as it wa·s called, by which 
my land was ruined. I thought justice would soon be done, and 
,v arden put to rights. 

The quarrels between Sikonyela, Moroko, the Korannas, and my 
people did not <'ease; the British Resident took part with my enemies; 
then Basutos took cattle and horses from Boers. t tried to put a stop 
to this, but Major Warden gathered an army and fought against me, 
ho di<l us no harm by this fight, but he made my people angry, and 
more diffiet!lt for rno to govern. 

Then the Queen sent two gentlemen in 1850 to examine into the 
state of things. I fully expected justice would then be done. I was 
told hy these gentlemen that the line of ,vardon should be changed, 
for it was unfair. Months however passed, and the question remained 
unsettled and my people di~satisfied. Accusations were frequently 
brought against them of taking property of Boers. It is not here 
needful to offer exeusei. for these cases of capture, the case has been 
already BPttled by Sir George Cathcart, who in 1851 carried war into 
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my country, and on retiring from me, told me he left in peace with 
me. 

The limit was however still a question open for settlement. Five 
years since, Sir George Clerk came to us to arrange every dispute. • He 
declared to me by the mouth of a Commission appointed to speak 
with me in his presence, that the time was come to name a limit, 
therefore I was to understand that all limits hitherto spoken of were 
withdrawn. This statement I can prove if neces1,ary. I proposed a 
boundary line to the Commission, but I believe there was a diversity 
of opinion amoni the members, but whether or not, the meeting 
separated without coming to any arrangement. 

Shortly after I was again invited by Sir George Clerk to 
Bloemfontein. I there learnt from him that Her Majesty's 
Government was withdrawn from the land this side of the Orange 
River. I regretted this stop, and foresaw many troubles as the 
consequence, and I expressed my grief at the time to Sir George 
Clerk. 

On the Government being withdrawn, it was natural for me to 
suppose that the grants I had made to it were to be cancelled, for the 
conditions on which they were made could no longer be fulfilled by the 
British Government. I told my people the British Resident had 
taken away the limit in his pocket, and would cast it in the Orange 
River. I did not, and do not, consider it as existing after Sir George 
Clerk retired, and I made no now proposal t.o the Free State 
Government. 

The first head of that Government, replacing the British Resident, 
was Mr. Hoffman. He had the confidence of my people, and wo lived 
in peace. He was, however, too soon remoYed, and Mr. Boi:;hof was 
appointed as President. Things went on quietly for a time, but 
runrnurs at length spread through the land that the Boers were again 
pretending to a right to portions of my country, and especially to that 
part which I had disputed with Major Warden. I heard of hostile 
plans being laid •to oblige us to yield. I then wrote to Your 
Excellency, requesting you to come forward and assist us in this 
vexing question. My prayer to you was not an1c1wered. 

It is not the cu.stom of Basutos to speak much ol their real 
feelings,-they are wrong perhaps, but they soon shew by actions 
when they are dissatisfied. Seeing the Boers determined to encroach 
upon the land, they bt'camo restless and some took advantage of the 
angry feeling to carry off cattlt' and horses. This system I did not 
approve, when therefore lists wore sent t.o me of stolon prop:irty, 
although very incorrect and unjust, I still ordered a collection to be 
made, equivalent to the property said to have been lost and the fino 
imposed upon us in consequence. 
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The Boers were not satii<fied with this, as they Mid they must have 
horses instead of cattle. Out of a large number of cattle I 11ent to 
them, • they took off as many as they liked, and returned me the 
remainder, ordering horses to be Rent instead. I had, however, fully 
understood that the que8tion of the cat.tie was a pretext for a quarrel 
with me, the Boers trusting that they would obtain land if a war was 
commenced. • 

I tried my utmost to satisfy them and avert war. I punished 
thieves, and sent my son Nehemiah and others to watch the part of 
the country near the Boers, and thus check st•Jaling. In this he was 
successful, thieving did cease. We were at peace for a time. In the 
commencement of the present year ( 1858) my peo1lle living near 
farmers received orders to remove from their places. This again 
caused the fire to burn, still we triod to keep all quiet, but the Boers 
went further and further day by day in troubling the Basutos and 
threatening war. The Pn•,;ident (Boshof) spoke of ,varden's line, 
this was as thou~h he had really fired upon us with his guns. Still I 
tried to avert war. 

It was not possible, it was commenced by the Boers in nmssacreing 
my people of Beersheba, and ruining that station, against the people 
of which there was not a shadow of a complaint ever brought 
forward. Poor people, they thought their honesty and love for 
Christianity would be a shield for them, and that the white people 
would attack in the first place, if they attacked at all, those who 
they said were thieves. I ordered my people then all to retreat 
towards my residence, and let the fury of the Boe1s be spent upon an 
E>mpty land; unfortunately some skirmishes took place, some Boers 
were killed, some. of my people also. We ueod not wonder at this, 
suC'h is war! But I will speak of many Basutos who were taken 
prisoners by the ,vhites and then killed, most cruelly. lf you require 
me to bring forward these cases, I will do so. I will however speak 
of the horriltle doings of the Boers at Morija, they there burnt down 
the Missinnnry's house, carried off muC'h goods belonging to the 
Mission. and pillaged and shamefully defiled the Church Buildings. 

I had gi,·en orders that no farn1s should be burnt. and my orders 
were ohcyed till my people saw "'illage after village burnt off, and the 
corn destroyed. they then carried destruction among the enemy's 
homes. • 

On coming to my mountain, the Boers found I was prepared to 
cheek their progre!-s, and they consequently retired. My intention 
was then to have followed them up. and to have i,hewn them that my 
people could also carry on offensive operations, believing that having 
once experienced the horrors of war in their midst, I should not soon 
hP troul,lcd by them ngain. 
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My bands were getting ready to make a desoent upon them, when 
the Boers thought proper to make request for a cessation of hostilities. 
I knew what misery I should bring upon the country by leaving the 
Basutos to ravage the Boer places, and therefore I have agreed to the 
proposal of Mr. J.P. Hoffman. I cannot. say that I do so with the 
consent of my people, for many of those who suffered by the enemy 
were anxious to recover their losses. 

If they have remained quiet, it has been owing to my persuasions 
and my promises that they might have good hope of justice,-Your 
Exeellen<'y having consented to net as arbitrator between the Boers 
and Basutos. With the expectation of soon meeting you, I remain, 
&c., 

Mark X of MosnEsn, Chief of the Bnsutos. 

lt<tter from tlie President of tlie Ornn,qe Free State to the High 
Commissioner. 

Bloemfontein, 2nd June, 1858. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 

Excellency's despatch of the 19th ultimo, enclosing copies of cor­
respondence between Your Excellency and the Freneh Consul at 
Cape Town relative to the losses and sufferings alleged to haTe been 
sustained by the French Missionaries in the Basuto country at the 
hands of the Inhabitants of this State. 

In reply I bog to thunk Your Excellency for your kindness in thus 
informing me of such injurious statements being made against our 
State, and which have evidently been made with the intention of 
injuring this Government in Your Excellency's estimation. 

I can assure Your Exeellency that no such orders or instructions 
as those referred to by the French Consul have at any time been 
ii;sued by rue, or in S') far as I am aware by any other officer of this 
Government; but, on the contrary, every exertion has been made 
on the part of the officers commanding our commando to protect 
not only the lives but al:so the property of the Freneh missionari~s and 
their families. 

I feel it due to the Burghers of this State to inform Your Excel­
lC>ncy that although the Krygsraad at Morija had proofs upon oath, 
taken from persons resident there after that place had been captured, 
that the chief missionary, the Rev. l\lr. Arbousset, had taken an 
active part with the Basuto~ <luring the fighting, and had fled with 
his family to the mountains with the natives, the officers in command 
invited him to return to his house, and several burghers went to 
hi8 assistance, but he did not c·hom~e to avail himself either of the 
invitation or as~istan('e. 
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I have bceu uuul.,lu from the present c:ir<:umstauces of the country 
to make any more full enquiry into the matter at present, but I feel 
confident that the statements made to the French Consul have been 
very ruueh exaggerated by his informants, however I will not loso 
sight of the matter. I have, &c., 

J. BosHoF. 

E':rtract from a Letter of tl,e llig/1 Co111111ia~io11er to tl,e Presidl'llt of tl,e 
Orange Free State. 

Capo Town, 3rd June, 1858. 
Sm,-1 have tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 18th ultimo, accepting on the part of Your Honour and of 
your Executive Council my offer to attt'mpt to bring about a settle­
ment of tho differen<:es unfortunately existing between the Orange 
Free Stat<i and the Bnsuto nation. The answer from Moshesh to my 
offer has not yet reached me; so soon as it docs, I will again com­
municate with Your Honour on this subject. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

E,dracts from the Gorernor's Speech cm the Prorotintion of the Cape 
Parliammt un t!te 5tl1 of Jwie, 1858. 

I thank you for tho interest you have manifested in the lamentable 
events which have recently taken place in the country beyond the 
Orange River. 

In compliance with your request nnd an application whith had been 
made to me by the Government of the Orange Free State, I tendered 
my mediation to that Government and to the Basuto nation, express­
ing to each of them n1y earnest hopo that I might suceeod in success­
fully adjusting the unfortunate difference~ whith prevailed between 
them. 

The former of these countries hns notified to me its grateful 
acceptance of my offer, subject, however, to the confirmation of 
the Volk~raad, which was to meet in a few days. Sufficient time 
has not yet elapsed for tho reply of the Basuto Chief to reath me. 

Should his reply bo of a favourable nature, I will then exert 
myself to tho utmost to givo effect to your wishes by carrying to 
a successful issue the mediation you have advised, if an opportunity 
is afforded me of so doing; but new complications appear to be 
taking place in the country beyoml the Orange River, which may 
preclude me from acting in the manner you had desired. 

Me11wrial. 
The memorial of the undersigned, Director of the Paris Evangelical 

Mit:1siouary Society, huwl.,ly showeth: That the Protestant Churches 
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of Franct1, having felt constrained to take a share in the diffusion 
of Christianity among the Heathen, adopted in 1829 South Africa 
for the field of their operations. 

That their Missionaries were instrumental in making known to 
the world some important tribes of the for interior, called the Basutos, 
who acknowledge Moshesh as their Sovereign. 

That the Basuto country was then entirely independent and exclu­
sively inhabited by the Aborigines. 

That eight principal stations were successfully establishccl in it, 
and through the instrumentality of the Mis~ionaries wars ceased, 
the population increased rapidly, agriculture was promoted, churches 
were founded, schools opened, and the scriptures circulated. 

That in consequence of many Boers having emigrated into it, 
and their presence threatening to cause much disturbance, tho Basuto 
country was in 18-18 inrludcd by the then Governor General, Sir Harry 
Smith, into what was called the Sovereignty, a measure which was 
afterwards cancelled by Iler Majesty's High Commissioner Sir Gt'orge 
Clerk. 

That this Mission is the only one possessed by the Protestant 
Churches of France, and is now thrl'atened with destruction. 

That war was declared on the I ()th of Marth, 18,'>8, against the 
Basutos by the Boers, who were released in 185-1 from their allee,11ance 
to Her Majesty. It appears that the ruain caui,e of the war is the 
territorial question, which was left unsettled between the Boers and 
the Basutos when the Sovereignty was abandoned by tho British Crown. 
No boundary line having been agreed upon, the Boers have persisted 
in claiming lands to which they had originally no right, and the 
broils, ancl bitter feelings, that could not fail to ensue, have entailed 
on them losses of cattle, and brought on rceiprocal grievances. 

That the Boers carry on their warfare with the utmost disregard of 
the interests of the French Mission. Already Beersheba, a very 
populous station in which the Society had more than 400 converts, 
,v cek and Sunday Schools, giving instruction to 500 pupils, and a 
Printing Press,-has been attacked and completely ruined. The 
inhabitants were particularly well behaved, and had given the Boers 
no cause of complaint. The foundc-r of this Institution, the Revd. 
S. Rolland, after a laborious ministry of 29 years, is now a fugitive 
on the Borders of the Colony, with nearly 400 Natives, who have 
lost all they possessed, and whom he does not know how to preserve 
from starvation. 

That another station of the Society, Hebron, has suffered the same 
fate, an<l there is every reason to believe that the Boers will spare 
none of the other Institutions, if they are ec1ually successful in the 
more central parts of the country. 
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Your ruemorialist, who has been himself labouring during 23 years 
among these people, in laying the case before Your Lordship, in the 
name of his suffering Brethren and the Society he represents, earnestly 
bebrs that some endeavour may be made to avert further '.calamities, 
and suggests the propriety of writing by this month's mail to His 
Excellency Sir George Grey, entreating him to use his influence on the 
Free State Government, and insist that the persons of the Mis­
sionariEs, their property, and that of the Society, as well as all the 
interest:i connected with the cause of Christianity and Civilization, 
be respected and secured. 

And your memorialist will ever pray. 
(Signed) E. CASALIS, Dr., 

Director of the Paris Evangelical Mission Society. 

Despatch from tlie Secretary of State for the Coloni,•8 to tl,e High l'ommis­
su,11a. 

Downing-street, 5th June, 1858. 
Srn,-1 trani-mit to you a memorial which has reached me from the 

Director of the Paris Evangelical Mission Society, on the subject 
of losses sustained by that body in the course of the warfare now 
unhappily mrried on between the people of the Orange :Free State 
and the Basutos. 

This memorial has only reached me in time for transmission without 
comment by the present mail. I have no doubt of your anxiety 
to perform on behalf of the memorialists whatever can be done 
consistently with the strict observance of those relations .of neutrality, 
which (at the date of your last despatch) you had maintained. I 
have, &c. 

(Signed) ST.A1CLEY. 

E.dracts from the Speecl, of the President of tlw Orange Free State a-t the 
opening of the Volksraad on 1th of June, 1858. 

As you unquestionably might have foreseen, a war with the Basuto 
tribes beearuo unavoidable. The efforts which were made to prevent 
it were ineffectual, and the proclamation issued by me on the 19th of 
March last, under the approval of the Executive Council, and the 
documents relative thereto will, I trust, convince you that no other 
course was left, short of yielding up the country to the mercies of 
a nation who have laid themselves out for years past, by insolence, 
robbery, and violonce, to drive our frontier inhabitants from their 
forms. 

The general urgency to assort the rights of the State, and the 
willingnei;s evinccJ thereto by the burghers, promi1:1ed a favourable 
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result. But this zeal di1l not meet a responsive echo from every 
portion of the State, and delnys were interposed, to the sacrifice 
of much valuable time. The ardour of many soon began to cool, and 
the first reverse caused the courage of numbers to slacken. 

Our commandos were, nevertheless, as successful as could have been 
hoped for in all their operations which were conducted with any 
degree of management and good order, considering that the enemy 
was everywhere able to bring about 1,000 men against every 100 of 
ours, and held, moreover, hundreds in reserve, to be sent in every 
direction as devastators of our country, until at last, when the 
combined force found itself before Thaba Bosigo, it was resolved, 
after a little skirmishing, to retire to the Caledon, and afterwards 
break up altogether. The last step was extremely ill-advised and 
unjustifiable. 

The enemy could not have desired a more favourable opportunity, 
inasmuch aa the whole frontier was thereby left exposed, and the 
entire country laid open to inroad and desolation. 

From the reports sent from time to time by the Krygsraad during 
the campaign, you will be enabled to determine to what causes a 
certain prejudicial delay, and finally the breaking up of the army, 
is to be ascribed. 

With a view to effect a speedy termination to the war and of the 
great havoc caused by bands of robbers, the Executive Council 
decided to apprise the President and Collllllan.:lant General of the 
South African Republic of the circumstances of the country, with 
a friendly request for assistance. • • • • • 

I have further to inform you that after writing to Messrs. Pretorius 
and Schoeman, as above stated, the Executive Council, for reasons 
which will appear from the minutes of that body and other documents, 
thought fit to empower me to write to His Excellency the Governor of 
the Colony, with a view to put an end to the devastations of the 
war. What His Excellency did thereupon, his very considerate 
and friendly answer to the application, and what I further wrote 
on the imbject, is to be found in the correspondence which I shall 
lay on the table. 

Before the receipt of His Excellcncy'r-1 letter of the 5th ultimo, 
I felt urged by circumstances to write to the Basuto chief also. In 
consequence of the correspondence which arose hercfrom, a deputation 
was sent to Thaba Bo!;igo, whic-h left this place on the 2-lth ultimo, 
and was composed of 1\Ief<srs. L. J. Papcnfus and "\V. G. Every, 
together with l\Ir. St. P. O'S. O'Brien as Secretary, with instructions 
to effect a cessation of hostilities, in order, iu the mean time, to come 

arrangements for a treaty of peace. These gentlemen returned on 
.he evening of the 5th current, having fully rmcceeded in 1'he object of 
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their mission, as your Honourable Assembly will perceive from the 
compact drawn up and duly signed with that view. 

The humane interest evinced by the Cape. colonists in adopting 
measures for obtaining subscriptions for the sufferers amongst us.­
very many having been robbed of all they had,-will doubtless 
have afforded you much pleasure; as also the zealous aid afforded 
by burghers of the Aliwal district, at the time of the attack by 
Morosi and Seperi on a number of families who were encamped 
between the two rivers. 

A similar kind interest was also displayed by from 60 to i0 Natal 
burghers, who repaired to the aid of their fellow countrymen in the 
Wittebergen, and where they still remain. 

I have further to inform you that His Excellency the Governor 
of the Cape Colony has transmitted to me the copy of a letter from 
the French Consul in Cape Town, containing complaints of the ill­
treatment and loss inflicted on the French missionaries and their 
property; as likewise complaints from certain British subjects 
regarding damage done them by our burghers during the war against 
the Basutos. 

I have not yet been enabled to institute a proper inquiry, calculated 
to show how far these complaints are well founded, or the contrary. 
This will, however, have to be made as soon as possible, and I am 
convinced that your honourable body will not hesitate to sanction the 
granting of compensation in every case in which it may be shown that 
such is justly and equitably due. 

Ltter j,om tlte High Commissioner to the Presid,mt of tl1c Ora119e Free 
State. 

Cape Town, 8th June, 18,>8. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to enc-lose copies of declarations which 

I have received from certain British subjects, setting forth that after 
the attaok upon a Basuto village on the 28th April last, by the forces 
of the Orange Free State, their private property to the value of 
£1,i39 18s. 0d. had been seized by the said Forces, after they had 
been duly warned that such property belonged to British subjects, 
who were neutrals and had taken no part in the war. 

2. From other accounts I learn that property thus seized was 
publicly sold by auction under the sanction of the authorities. 

3. I feel satisfied that Your Honour, upon being made acquainted 
with these facts, will direct that the claims of the complainants shall 
be, without delay, justly and equitably settled. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 
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IJespatdt from tlie lli9!t CtJ111111issio11er to tlui Secretary of State for tlie 
Colonies. 

. Cape Town, 8th June, 1858. 
MY Lono,-Adverting to my despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have 

the honour to enclose copies of further declarations made by British 
subjects, who have been resident for several years in the Basuto 
Territory, complaining that upon the 28th April last the Forces of 
the Free State, now at war with the Basuto nation, had, after their 
attack upon a Basuto village, seized private property belonging to 
the declarants to the value of £1,739 18s. 0d., and that they retained 
the same, after they had bee,n warned that it was the private property 
of British subjects, who were neutral, and who had taken no part 
in the war. 

2. It appears from lettors from the seat of war that the property 
seized by the Forces of the Free State was sold by Public Auction. 
and that the funds are to be applied to the purp!)ses of the State. 

3. I beg that instructions may be given to me, as to the steps I 
am to take in reference to property taken, under the circumstances 
detailed, from Brit:sh subjects by the Forces of the Free State. 

4. Until such instructions reach me, I shall simply transmit copies 
of the declarations to the Government of the Orange Free State, 
stating that I rely upon their justly and equitably adjusting the 
claims of the complainants. I have, &c., 

G. GnEY. 

Letter from tlw Prfrate Secretary to tlte lliglt Commissioner to tl1e Count 
Castelnait, Fre11clt Con8ul in Cape Town. 

Government House, Cape Town, 9th June, 1858. 
Srn,-Adverting to your letter of the 18th of last month, calling the 

attention of His Excellency the Governor to the losses and sufferings 
stated to have been sustained by the French Missionaries, at the hands 
of the inhabitants of the Orange Free State, in the war with the Chief 
lfoshesh, I am directed by His Excellency to forward you a copy of 
a letter received this day from Mr. President Boshof, in reply to the 
one addressed to him by the Governor on the subject of your com· 
plaint. 

2. The Governor further desires that I will state that he considers 
it but just to Mr. Arbousset to inform you that in the four several 
dedarations of reputed British sulJjectsresident at the time in Bnsuto­
land which have been transmitted to him, he finds one and the same 
nssortion as to tho conduct of Mr. Arbousset, namely, that he took no 
part whatever in the action between the Boers of the Orange Free 
State and the Basutos. I have, &c., 

(Signed) CnARLES J. BoYLE. 
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I>espatck fro11, tlw High Co111111i~sioner to tlw Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 9th June, 1858. 
lh LoR.D,-Adverting to my despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have the 

honour to inform you that I have not yet received from Moshesh, the 
Basuto Chief, any reply to the letter I addressed to him, offering to 
mediate between himself and the Orange Free State. 

2. I cannot now receive any reply from Moshesh until Monday next, 
the 14th instant. In the meantime, however, as an opportunity offers 
of my sending letiers to England, I think it my duty to keep you as 
fully informed as possible of the state of affairs upon our Borders. 

3. On the 16th ultimo, Moshesh addressed a very remarkable letter 
to the President of the :Free State, a copy of which is endosed, taken 
from the Orange Free State Goremment Gazette, as also a copy of the 
President's reply to that letter. Moshesh's letter is well worthy of 
Your Lordship's perusal and consideration. 

4. The Presidents of tho Orange Free State and Transvaal Republic 
had a meeting at ,vinburg, in the former Territory, at which it was 
agreed that the President of the Transvaal Republic should bo allowed 
to appear, with a deputation from that State, before the Volksraad of 
the Orange Free State, which met upon the 7th instant, there to urge 
the propriety of an immediate union between tho two Republics. 

5. I believe that very ·strong party feeling exists upon this subject 
in the Orange Free State, but that, upon the whole, it is most probable 
that the two Republics will agree to a union. 

6. In that case, as I have informed the President of the Orange Free 
State, it will remain for Great Britain to consider whieh of the stipula­
tions contained in the conventions she concluded with the States will 
he binding upon her, as those conventions were conrluded with 
separate and independent States, and under very different circum­
stances. If, therefore, a union takes place between the two Republics, 
it will be necessary that immediate instructions should be given to me, 
as to which of the stipulations of these conventions are to be regarded 
as still binding upon the British Government. 

7. If the union between the two Republics takes pince, I fear that 
they will still. continue the war with the Basuto nation, and this war, 
I regret to say, already exerci:;es a very prejudicial influence upon our 
interests, and will continue to do so. The Kaffir Tribes upon our own 
Borders are already becoming disturbC'd and exeited from it. If the 
Basutos are conquerors in the war, it will greatly encourage the 
coloured races against the whites, and as they will be dissatisfied with 
our assumed neutrality, under the guise Clf which we have continued 
to supply the Orange Free State with arms and ammunition, whilst we 
have acted as a police to prevent the Bnsutos from obtaining such 
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supplies, I fear they will regard themselves as justified in pillaging 
and assailing us. 

8. If the Basutos are con<1uered, I think that we shall be regarded 
as the real cause of their having been vanquished, and as the party 
upon which the weight of the resentment of the Border tribes should 
fall. I fear the course our Treaties have compelled us to pursue will 
not gain us the gratitude or respect of either party. 

9. Our position in reference to this war has never been satisfactory 
to me. I think we should either with a strong hand have stopped it, 
as we might have done, by insisting upon an equitable arrangement 
being come to between the belligerent parties, or that the system of 
non-intervention, if we acted upon it, should have been rigidly carried 
out, and that we should not have provided one party with the means 
of destroying the other, and have deprived that latter party of the 
means of defending itself. 

10. I still believe that nothing but a strong Federal Government 
which unites within itself all the European races in South Africa can 
permanently maintain peace in this country, and free Great Britain 
from constant anxiety for the peace of her possessions here. I have, 
&c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tl1e Secretary to tlie High Commissioner to the Secretary to the 
Government of the Orange Free State. 

Cape Town, 9th June, 1858. 
Srn,-1 am instructed by the High Commissioner to acknowledge 

the receipt of His Honour the President's letter of the 2nd instant, 
addressed to His Excellenty, in regard to the losses and sufferings 
alleged to have been sustained by the French Missionaries in the 
Basuto country. 

Aclverting thereto, and in reference to the imputed part ta.ken by 
the Rovd. Mr. Arbousset during the fighting, I am directed by Bis 
Excellency in justice to Mr. Arbousset to state that in the four sewml 
depositions of repntecl British subjects resident at the time at Morija 
in Basutoland, and which have been transmitted to him, there appears 
one and the same assertion as to the conduct of Mr. Arbousset, namely, 
that he took no part whatever in the action between the forces of the 
Free State and the Basutos. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS, Sec. to High Commissioner. 

E.dract from a Letter of tlw President of tlie Orange Free State to the High 
Commissioner. 

Bloemfontein, 10th June, 1858. 
I venture to exprel:!l:! a hope that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
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overlook the obstacleA which the correspondence above referred to 
(letter of President Boshof to President Pretorius and Com. Gen. 
Schoeman of 9th April) may have cast in your way, and that you will 
take measures to bring about a satisfactory peace between this State 
and the Bat!uto Chief Moshesh. 

(Signed) J . .BosnoF. 

Extracts from the Mi11ute11 of the VoUsraad of the Orange Free State. 
10th June, 1858. 

The Raad approves of the Resolution of the Executive Council, 
aecepting the mediation of His Excellency the Governor of the Cape 
Colony, and requests His Honour the PreRident to signify the same to 
His Excellency, with thanks, as likewise to perform ull that may be 
further required in connection therewith. 

Moved by Mr. Visser, seconded by Mr. J. T. Snyman :-
The Raad resolves to appoint a Commission of not less than 5 members, 

in order, should His Excellency the Governor accept the mediation, to 
represent our State on that occasion with His Excellency, and to sub­
mit to His Excellency all Emch documents and elucidations as _the 
nature and extent of the rights of our State may present.-Carried. 

12th June, 18-'>8. 
Moved by Mr. Radloff, Aeconded by Mr. Hugo:-
The Raad limits the number of the memlJers of the Commission, 

which shall represent the State with His Excellency the Governor on 
the occaiiion of His Excellency's mediation, to nine. 

At the first voting, were chosen by a majority of votes, as members 
of the Commission, the following gentlemen :-Messrs. J. S•mer, J. T. 
Snyman, J. J. Venter, G. Coetsee, H. A. L. Hamelberg, J. de Win­
naar, and J. M. Howell. 

On the second voting were chosen as members by an absolute 
majority, Mr. 0. J. van Schalkwyk, and on the third voting Mr. J. 
Allison. 

}loved by Mr. Hugo, seconded by Mr. Venter:-
In the event of any m,,mber of the Commission which shall repre­

sent the State with Hi,, Excellency the Governor, on the occasion of 
His Excelleney's me,liation, declining to act as member of said Com­
mission, or ahs('nting himself frum any cause, His Honnur the Presi­
dent, or, Rhould he for any reason he preYented from doing so, the 
Commission itsdf, shall till up tho vacancy. Carried. 

E.ctract from a Derpatcli of tlie llig/1 Co1111111.m·o11er to the Secretary of 
State for tl1e Colonies. 

Cape Town, 12th June, 1858. 
Your Lor1hhip i~ aware of the com11laints made by the French 
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Consul, and by British Subjects, of the outrages recently committed by 
the Forces of the Free State in the Territory of the Basutos. The 
agent of the Government at Aliwal North reports, in a letter of the 
24th May last, that the French Missionary premises at Morija were 
pillaged and set on fire the second or third day after the occupation of 
the village by the Germans (about one hundred in number) attached 
to the Free State Forces, although the Commandant of the Force did 
his utmost to repress these outrages. The number of German de­
serters present is, in my opinion, exaggerated, although I am perhaps 
in error on this point; but I do not doubt that they were the authors 
of some of the outrages complained of. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letft>r from f/,e President of the Orange Free State to the Cliirf .Mosl1esh. 

Bloemfontein, 12th June, 1858. 
MY Goon FRIE.",D MosnEsrr,-Your letter dated 9th instant reached 

me last night, and it grieves me very much to find that whilst you and 
I were trying to re-establish peace, some acts have been committed by 
our people inconsistent with our own, and which might tend to upset 
those endeavours. 

I am glad to hear, however, that there is only one solitary in­
stance of our Boers going over into your country, and that, as you 
yourself admit, for a large span of cattle taken from them, and that 
this circumstance brought them in contact with Molapo's men. I am 
son-y to find that John Letelle has made an attack on some of your 
villages and carried off droves of cattle from thence and from your 
brother lfohali. I am glad you have made me acquainted with this, 
• and thereby enabled me at once to write to the Landdrost of Smith­
field, desiring him to warn Letelle to desist from such hostile acts, and 
to make an enquiry into the charge made against him, in order that 
justice may be done. 

It grieves me particularly to hear that a woman has been killed ; 
this is a base and cowardly act, unless done by mistake or accident ; 
women and children should never be touched in war, he who does 
so is no hotter than a brute. I must, however, in justice to 
Letelle, infonn you that he cannot be even as yet acquainted with the 
armistice agreed upon between us, as the deputation from here only 
returned home on the evening of Saturday the 5th instant. On Tues­
day the 8th I had it published in the Gorern111ent Ga:ette, as you will 
i,ee from the one herewith enclosed. I lost no time in sending off these 
papers into all the districts; that to Smithfield was sent off on the 10th 
instant. and could only have reached the Landdrost last night; but I 
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felt confident that the notice I gave these officers on the receipt of your 
former letter dated 16th May 1858, to warn their people to abstain 
from any hostile act beyond our boundary, would have been observed, 
as I believe it has, with exception perhaps of the case of Jan 
Letelle now brought t-0 my notice ; whether Letelle was informed of 
the first notice, I am not aware, but I shall not fail to enquire. If he 
was not so informed it is but natural to suppose that he should try to 
recover his own losses, which were very serious during the war. 

I am glad of this opportunity also to infonn you that in consequence 
of your first letter to me, in which you state that you had given notice 
to your Chiefs of what was going on to bring about the peace, and of 
my answer to you dated 18th of May 1858, I was led to believe that 
hostilities would at once cease on both sides; but I have been greatly 
disappointed therein, since the country has ever since been overrun by 
armed parties, small and large, and cattle and horse lifting has been 
constantly carried on up to the present time, and several valuable farm 
houses burnt, in the Districts of Winburg and Smithfield travellers 
have been stopped on the road and been robbed of their cattle and 
other things, and in one instance also the waggon of l\lr. Pretorius, the 
President of the South African Republic, who was proceeding to this 
place on business, so that our farmers have no confidence that they 
may safely return to their homes. 

Large droves of cattle have been up to very recently carried off into 
your country, and not in a single instance have any been returned, 
from which I must conclude that your chiefs have not exerted them­
selves to put a stop to these things. I therefore mention it, that you 
may take prompt measures in this respect. 

I herewith annex a list of several instances of robberies committed 
as above stated, which have been brought to ID? notice by parties who 
happen to be in this town at present. I shall make further enquiries 
to complete the list, and send it you on a future occasion. 

The permission to Waterboer's people to return home as requested by 
you is herewith enclosed. According to the stipulation in the agree­
ment of armistice, I beg to inform you that the V olksraad has approved 
of the mediation of His Excellency Sir George Grey, and that I have 
already written to Sir George by the last post acquainting him thereof. 

(Signed) J. BosrroF, President. 
P.S.-The Yolksraad has this day on the application of Mr. Pre­

torius, the Pre!lident of the South African Republic, agreed to his 
sending a deputation to you through this State, concerning certain 
cuttle taken by your people from his Burghers during the war, when 
they were travelling through this State to the Cape Colony. That 
deputation will be accompanied by one of our Burghers whose name 
will be mentioned to you either by the Landdrost, Mr, Howell, or by 
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Commandant Senekal. Should you have any further communication 
to make to me, you may write by that person. 

(Signed) J. BosHOF. 

Letter from tl,e Secr,tary to tl,e H(ql1 Co111111issione-r to tl1e Resid111t 
Ma9istrate of Alncal North. 

Cape Town, 15th June, 1858. 
Srn,-Adverting to my letter to you of the 6th ultimo, in which I 

acquainted you that the Governor and High Commissioner had offered 
to mediate between the Government of the Orange Free State and 
Moshesh, the Dasuto Chief, and in consequence of which you were in­
structed to bold yourself in readiness to arrange the cessation of 
hostilities between the belligerent parties, in case both should agree 
to His Exeellt>ney's offer of mediation, until such time as His Excel­
lency might lie al,le to propose terms whieh would be satisfactory to 
both, I have now the honour to acquaint you that, in cousequence of 
the meeting of the Volksraad in the Orange Free State, aud the change 
whic-h has apparently taken place in the aspect of affairs in that State 
since the time of His Excellency's proposal to mediate, you are directed 
to tako no further steps in this matter without further instructions from 
the Governor and High Commissioner, beyond transmitting to His 
Excellency 1mch information as may from time to time reach you, or 
such letters as may be addressed through, or to you, by the President 
of the Free State, or the Chief Moshesh, or their Governments. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Lefler from the President of tM Orange Free State to tM High 
Commissioner. 

Bloemfontein, 16th June, 1858. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 

Excellency's letter of the 27th ultimo, enclosing copies of declarations 
which you had received from certain British subjects, setting forth, 
that after the attack " upon a Basuto village on the 28th April last 
" by the Forces of this State, their private property to the value 
" of £% I 9s. 9d. had been seized by the said Forces, after they had 
" been duly warued that such property belonged to British subjects, 
"who were neutrals, and had taken no part in the war." In reply 
I beg to infom1 Your Excellency that from the statements made to me, 
l,y both officers and men who were engaged in the attack on the 
~illage alluded to, it would appear that they had not been duly 
warm•d as stated, that they were indeed awaro that there were 
Englishmen in the Basuto country, havin~ seen several of them 
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actually engaged against our men on the side of the Basutos, and 
that one of them was shot dead in the engagement at the place 
called Holl. That if the comr,laiuauts had chosen, there was every 
opportunity of communicating with our commando, previous and 
subsequent to the atta<:k on Morija (Letsie's Town), but evidence 
has been collected on the spot, showing that they had there also 
taken part in the fight with the Basutos, that after the defeat of the 
latter, thoy had fled with them to the mountains, and subsequently to 
Thaba Bosigo, where they again took part in the fight, without 
making themselves known, or even once giving noti<:e that they were 
British subjects and had observed neutrality in the war. 

I have, however, laid Your Excellency's communication before the 
Volksraad, and that body agreeing with me that an enquiry should 
be made, authorised me to do so, and to report the result of such 
enquiry to them, with the view of making compensation in every 
cnse where it shall appear to be justly due. Such enquiry it is my 
intention to set afoot as soon as it can be done, but the unsettled 
state of the country, murderous and warlike attacks having moreover 
been recently made on no less than four different points of our 
Northern £runtier, and robberies being still constantly carried on 
by the Basutos in the districts bordering on their country, I am at 
present not in a 1)osition fully to ascertain tho real facts of the.case, 
and trust Your Excellency will not, under the above mentioned 
circumstances, insist on an immediate decii;ion on the part of this 
Government, on the matter in question. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 

P,•are A,qru111e11t rondud,d belwte11 the dqmfot1ons of the Orange Pree State 
a11d tl,, Souf/1 .Afriran Republic and th.e Chief .JloslMsh. 

1. That every burgher of the Free State shall return to his 
dwelling, and not be there molested by any subject of Moshesh; 
and that the differences of the Government of the Orange Free State 
shall be arranged on tl'nns of peace with the chief Moshesh. • 

2. That thefts on both sides shall be stopped, and if it should 
happen that thefts be committed, the stolen property must after due 
inquiry l,e given back, and the thief be properly punished. 

3. The chief M,she>1h engages that all the cattle, horses, &c., which 
have boen taken during the war by Moshesh's people from the 
inhabitants of the South African Republic shall be immediately 
delivered out. 

4. That in the event of a war again breaking out between the 
Free State GovArnment and the chief 1tfoshesh, Moshosh engages 
not to pern1it the puhlic roads to be disturbed, and to allow all 
trnvullers to pass in safoty. 

cc 
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This clone and settled by the undersigned at Thaba Bosigo, on the 
18th of June 1858. 

Mark X of MosHESH, 
Mark X of JosHUA. 

as Deputies from the Free State : 
(Signed) J. J. F1cx, 

" 

J. A. CRONIE. 
from the South African Republic : 

(Signed) J. S. P. KRuoEn, 
M. G. ScnoEMAN. 

Deapatcl1 from the H(qh Commissioner to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 19th June, 1858. 
MY LoRD,-ln continuation of my despatches to Your Lordship 

upon the subject of the war prevailing between the Orange Free 
State and the Basutos, I have the honour to enclose copies of two 
letters, dated 28th and 29th ultimo, which I have received from the 
Basuto Chief Moshesh, accepting my mediation in the differences 
prevailing between himself and the Orange Free State. 

2. I have not yet received from the President of the Free State any 
notification as to whether, or not, the Volksraad of that State, which 
is now sitting, has confirmed the President's acceptance of my media­
tion. Affairs are still so disturbed in the Orange Free State that it is 
impossihle to say what turn they may take. 

3. I bt>g to request Your Lordship's attrntion to the complaints 
contained in Moshrsh's letters, upon tlrn suhject of the supply of 
arms and ammunition to the Orange Free State, under the tenns 
of the existing Conventions, whilst he is deprived of all facilities for 
obtaining such supplies. 

4. Both the Chief Commissioner of British Kaffraria and the 
Government Agent with the Tambookie nation report that the 
,-;uccessP.s obtained by Moshesh have had an unfavourable effect 
upon the Native Population, who are becoming restless and excited, 
whil,,t their bearing towards Europeans has perceptibly changed. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) G.GnEY. 

E".ctrnct from a Lette-r of tl,e S11peri11te11de11t of the Witteberge11 Native 
Reserre to the l'icil Cu111111issio11er of Aliu:al Nl)rth. 

Wittebergen, 21st June, 1858. 
I believe that all the thefts that have been committed on this border 

si1we tho co111111cneement of hostilities with the Free State ha-re been 
by followers of the border chiefs Poshuli, Moho.li, Sepere, and 
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Morosi, who, I underRtand, are very much diRguRted with MosheRh 
for having accepted the truce, as they have been enriching themselvfls 
previous and since the war, and will not obey Moshesh, and are 
determined to continue stealing and acting upon their own respon­
sibility; and Moshesh has not the power to prevent thflm from 
stealing from the Colony. I fear therefore that whatever Moshesh's 
personal feelings may be towards the British Government and their 
subjects, he has not the power to make his people reFlpect the property 
of their subjects. Viewing the vresent state of affairs on the border, 
with the extensive daring thefts that have been and are so frequently 
committed on this border, I cannot look upon them in any other light 
(according to native ideas and prattices) than a declnration of war 
against the colonists on the part of the!le border chiefFI. ,Vhenever 
such daring and extensive thefts are committed by one ehief or tribe 
against another amongst themselves, it is called timbaing, and that is 
understood by the opposite party as a declaration of war. 

(Signed) JonN Ausu.'i. 

Despatch from the H19h Co111111issio11.er to the Secretary of Stale fo-r the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 24th June, 1858. 
MY Loao,-I havo now the honour to transmit a letter from the 

President of the Orange Free State, informing me that the V olksraad 
of that State have approved of the step taken by their Executive 
Government, in accepting my mediation, for the purpose of bringing 
to a close the hostilities prevailing between the Free State and the 
Ba,mtos. 

2. I regret that from another letter I have received from the 
Presiclent, it appears that Her Majesty's late subjects in the Orange 
Free StatP arc still in a very critical condition. A great part of their 
Eastern Territory hai, already been laid waste, the farms having been 
destroyed, and many thousands of sheep, horses, and cattle have been 
swc-pt away, and the Presidc-nt informs me that the country is in a 
very unsettled state in other parts, warlike and murderous attacks 
having been recently made on no less than four different points of 
their Northern Frontier, whilst robberies are still constantly carried 
on by the Basutos in the districts bordering on their country. 

3. I shall now do my best to bring to a satisfactory conclusion the 
war prevailing between the Free State and the Basutos, and to 
establish the relations with Moshesh's people on a satisfactory footing 
for the future. 

4. I think it better for the sake of humanity to take this course, and 
to overlook what I still regard as unsatisfactory in the conduct of the 
PresidPnt of the Free State, in his correFlpondence with the South 
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African Republic, because the recent subjects of Her Majesty in the 
Orange Free State, many of whom are of British birth, and in whose 
safety I am aware the Queen must still feel so great au interest, have 
suffered mlll·h from the calamities of war, and are in a condition 
of great peril, which will be increased if hostilities are not brought to 
a close. I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

Letter from tl,e Cl,ief .Jlolnpo to Fiel<frornet Bester. 

Leribe, 5den Julij, 1858. 
GoEnE YRIEXD,-Met dese gelegenheid moet ik u bekend stelle 

dat ik ben voor eenige wekt,n terng gekomeu op rnijn plants. 1k 
neem deze gelegenheid om mijne vergeuoegdheid uit te sprekcu dat 
hoewel wij zijn in de strijd geweest, daa.r geene pl11atse11 in U.\\'.E. 
of mijn district zijn afgebrand. Het is U.E. Wf'l bebnd dat op 
de et,rste dag van J unij een accord is gesluit tu~sd1en l\foshesh en 
de Gouvernement nm de Yrij Staat, met oogmerken om et'n stilstand 
van krijgswapenen te verkrijgen. Deso aceurd is geteckend door 
de Yrij.5taat Gouvernement en l\Iushesh, on meldt dat alle offensive 
i-trijth•lijke operatics van de Burgers nan de nuder knnt zullen 
ophoudon tot dat de Gouverneur Sir George Grey zal komen om 
de strijdzaak ten einde te brengen, en een vaste vredo te besluiten . 

.Met vertrouwen op de getrouwheid van de Burgers hen ik terug 
gekomen, en het spijt mij veel dat ik moet UEd. nu bekend maak 
van eenige overtreding die door U.W.Ed. hondsgonoot Waters 
(Matsaneng) tegen mij zijn gedaan. 

Ten eersten, voor omtrent eenige woken na de teekoning van de 
hovengemelde accord zijn 14 puarden weggonomeu van do werf vun 
l~a Mpolla. een van mijn klein Kapiteins. Ten tweoden, voor 
omtrent 8 dagen of twee weekon duarna was 35 meer paarden 
gestolon van de werf van Setlon nabij mijn stud. Ten derden, 
wederom voor oenige dagen daarna was nog 7 paardcn weggenomen 
van do kraal van Lckhoutola. Dese zijn alle gt'stolen door \Vaters, 
in tegonstand van do accord het welke bestaat tusschen de Ra,-utos en 
de Yrijstaat Gouvernement. 

lk hoop on vertrouw dat UEd. mot alle haast de paarden weder 
terug zal sturcn. Ik vertrouw op UEd. dat u alles zal doen, om zulke 
zaken te Sl'hikkm1, dat misschien de tegenwoordige verwachting van 
nede nid te niets moet gedaan worden door de overdadigheid van 
VE. bondg!.'noot \Yaters. 

Yerder moet ik u bekond maak dat voor omtrent 10 dagen een 
o,·ertreding is <lonr een ,·an mijn klein Kapiteins gedaan, door i 
paarden van Kali ge;,;tolen: deze zal ook terug gegen>n wurden. 
wannc,•r de hovengmnel,le ,jG paanlen zal terug gobraeht wor<lon. 
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Het spijt mijn dat iu cbze laatste zaake twee pt•rso11E:n zijn gedood, 
eeu van Kali en een van Masonsoanyane, de klein kapitein die de 
pnardC'• gestolen heeft. Ik ben uw vriend, 

(Geteekend) MoLAro, Opperhoofd van Basutos. 

Appointm1:11t. 
His Honour the President of the Orange Free Stato, having SC'f'll 

the Resolution of Volksraad of 12th June 1858, whereby is deter­
mined that in the event of any member of the Commission which 
shall represent the State with His Excellency the Governor. on the 
O!'t:asion of His Excelloncy's mediation, declining to act or for any 
other reason absenting himself, His Honour the Pret;ident, or should 
ho from any cause be prevented therefrom, tho Commission itsdf 
shall fill up tho vacancy, 

Has thought propor and determined to appoint, as membor of this 
Commission, Mr. Thomas \Vhalley Vowe, in the room of Mr. J. 
Allison, who has resigned his membership. 

Bloemfontein, 9th July, 1858. 
By order of the President. 

(Signed) J. \V. SPRUIT, Government Secretary . 

.Despatch from the Hi9li Cum111issio11er to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 9th July, 1858. 
Mv Lonn,-In order that Your Lordship may be made aware of 

tho amount of suffering sustained by Her Majesty's recent subjects 
in the Orange Free State, from the war with the Basutos, I have 
the honour to enclose au appeal upon behalf of these sufferers, which 
has been issued by some of the leading gentlemen of the Free State. 
From this Your Lordship will find that whole tra<:ts of country have 
Leen phm,lered, the homestenJs Lurned, and far1mi destroyed ; that 
hundreds who have been living in proi;perity find themselves ruined, 
that many widows and orphans, aged antl sick, are 11lunged in hope­
less misery, and are literally left without daily bread. 

2. I am ac11uainted with somo of the gentlemen who give this 
pit"ture of the present couclitiou of the country they iuhabit, aml urn 
satisfied of its corre1;tness. Your Lord11hip will, I am sure, docply 
regret that sut'h a stlte of things should now exist in a couutry 
which so recently formed a prosperous part of Rn Majesty's pos­
sessions, but you may rely upon my doing all I ean to have the 
affairs of the Orange Free State put upon a more satisfactory footing. 
I have, &1;., 

(Signet!) G. GHEY. 
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IJespcitcl, from tlkJ &cretary of State for tk Colo11iea to tlte High 
Commisaioner. 

Downing-street, 10th July, 1858. 
SIR,-! have received your Despatch of 20th May, reporting that 

you had made an offer of mediation between the Orange Free State 
and Moshesh, Chief of the Basutos. I entirely approve of your 
having taken this step, and am sure that you will not relax in your 
endeavours by a friendly and impartial mediation to reconcile these 
hostile parties, which is a most desirable object to be attained. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 

IJupatch from tlu High Commissioner to tl.e Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 17th July, 1858. 
Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord 

Stanley's despatch of the 5th June last, directing me to do all in 
my power on behalf of the French Protestant Missionaries in the 
Basuto country, in so far as I could do so consistently with the 
observance of a strict neutrality on the part of this Colony in the 
war prevailing between the Orange Free State and Moshcsh. 

2. The instructions thus conveyed to me shall be duly observed. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extract from a IJcspatch of the High Commissioner to the Secrdarv of 
State for the Colonies. 

Cape Town, 17th July, 1858. 
3. I also request that I may be instructed whether Her 

Majesty's Government will pay the expenses which must be incurred 
in adjusting the Boundary line between the Orange Free State and 
the Basuto nation, and in arranging the questions outstanding 
between the Orange Free State and Adam Kok, which two classes 
of cases it is now, I believe, generally admitted, ought to have been 
adjusted before we abandoned the Orange River Territory, and 
which have recently proved the cause of so much disorder and 
distress. If Her Majesty's Government will not pay the expenses 
connected with the settlement of these questions, I beg that I may 
be instructed from what source they are to be defrayed. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from a IJeliPatclt of the Higl, Co111111iasio1111r to tlte Secretary of 
State for the Colonie11. 

Cape Town, 1 ith July, 1858. 
801,-I have the honour to 1:1.cknowle<lge the receipt of Lord Stan-
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ley's despat<:h of the 1st of June last, infunning me that the Gnman 
military settlers can no longer be continued upon full pay, for the 
reasons stated in Sir Benjamin Hawse's letter to Mr. Merivale of the 
Hth of May. 

2. \Vhen this despatch was written to ma, Her Majesty's Govern­
ment were ignorant of the successes which had been gained by Moshe,;h 
over the Orange Free State, as also of the very critical state in which 
our Frontier was consequently placed. Her Majesty's Government were 
also ignorant of the fact that a cessation had only taken place in the 
hostilities so prevailing, in the hope that I might by my mediation be 
able t-0 obtain a more permanent peace; hut that hostilities might at 
any moment again be prosecuted, in whkh ca!:'e no resource would be 
left me but to assemble such a force upon our Northern and North­
Eastern Frontier as woul<l enahle me to protect it from the results 
which would inevitably follow i£ the Orange Free State was overrun 
by the Basutos, and the native tribes generally thus encouraged to try 
once more their strength against the European Race. 

3. Her Majesty's Government had also not re('eived the despatches 
in which I informed them of the large number of German deserters 
who were acting with the Free State Force, and being i!,rnorant of all 
these circumstances, they had had no necessity to consider the certainty 
that existed. that if the German Legion were placed on half-pay at 
sueh a moment. thl'Y would dt:>sert in still greater numbers to the Free 
State. The evils of war would bo again urought upon the country, 
and events of a very serious nature would probably take place in this 
country. 

4. It will therefore be necessary for me, until I have visited the Free 
State, and soon who~her the employment of a Force on our Frontier is 
necessary, to retain the German Legion under arms and on full pay, as 
the circumstances stated in Lord Panmure's letter of the -tth February 
last have arisen, namely, the country is, and must continue to be, 
threatened by hostile aggression until these disputes with the Free 
State are adjusted, and it is consequently necessary to retain that Corps 
called out for military duty in the field. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter fr(Jm tl,e Ili9!1 Com111is~ioll(·r to the Pruidcnt of the Orange Free 
Sfr1te. 

Cape Town, 20th July, l8Ml. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to ac·knowledge the rC>cf'ipt of your sewral 

fottors accepting upon behalf of the Government of the Orange Free 
State my mediation for the adjustment of the difforonces prevailing 
between that State and the Bnsuto Chief MoshC>sh. I shall now unin­
terru ptoilly and, I eanll'stly trust, succt•ssfully, devote myself to tho 
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attempt to complete this task, which is undoubtedly beset by many 
difficulties, a consideration of which circumf!tances will, I am sure, 
induce yourself and your Government to afford me a friendly and a 
hearty co-operation. 

2. I propose to start from Cape Town on the performance of this 
duty on Monday next, and shall travel on for your frontier as rapidly 
as possible, meeting any further communications from Your Honour on 
the road as I come along, and the line of route, and the dates at which 
I shall arrive at the various places, shall be from time to time com­
municated to you. 

3. In your letter of the 18th of May last, you state that in your 
opinion, before I shall be able to propose terms to the belligerent 
parties, it will be requisite for me to institute an en<1uiry into the 
claims advanced on both sides, and into the causes of the war. 

4. I think it will be desirable in as far as possible to avoid any 
lengthened investigation into circumstances which would lead to a long 
and protracted enquiry. 

5. I will however, if such an enquiry is deemed necessary, appoint 
Commissioners for the purpose of collecting the necessary information 
for me, and if Your Honour desires that this course should be pursued, 
I request that you will be good enough to state, on behalf of your Go­
vernment, what is the precise nature of the claims you advance, and 
what are the points you wish to be enquired into.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the High Commisliioner to tl,e Chief Moshesl,. 

Cape Town, 20th July, 1858. 
GREAT CmEF MosuEse,-I have duly received your letters of the 

28th and 29th of May, accepting my proferred mediation between your­
self and the Orange Free State. It gave me great pleasure to find that 
you were so readily dis1losed to fall in with this proposed amicable 
adjustment of the existing differences. 

2. I shall now earnestly, and I trust succe~sfully, devote myself to 
the attempt to complete this task, which is beset with many difficulties. 
It will therefore be necessary for yourself and your people to give me 
a most zealous and hearty co-operation in my attempt to bring about a 
final settlement of the distrac:ted state of affairs which has so long ex­
isted on your frontier. 

3. I propose to start from Cape Town on Monday next, on the 1ier­
formnnce of this duty, and any letter which you may send to me through 
Mr. Burnet of Aliwnl North will reach me on the road. 

-1. I am anxious, as far as possible, to avoid any lengthened investi­
gation into past transactions, which might lead to renewed irritation, 
and to protratted enq11iry, but if you desire that an enquiry should be 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1858] BASt'TOLAND RECORDS. 409 

instituted into any poiutia, I beg that you will aequaint me with the 
precise nature of any claims which you may wish to advance, and 
inform me what are the points you wish to be enquired into.-From 
your good friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extract from a IJebpatcl1 of the High Commissioner to the Secretary of State 
for tlie Col<mies. 

Cape Town, 21st July, 1858. 
In the Orange Free State and the Basuto Territory the armistice 

remains unintem1pted, both parties awaiting my arrival to adjust the 
differences prevailing between them. Public business in Cape Town 
is now in sueh a state that I shall be able to start for the Frontier on 
Monday next, and shall then travel as rapidly as possible. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extract from a Letter of the La11ddr0Bt of Wi11b11rg to tl1e Chief .Molapo. 
Winburg, 30sten Julij, 1858. 

OPPERnoo:rn,-Het deed nlij groot genoegen gisteren in de Witte­
bergen te vememen dat op uw bevel aan drn beer Jacob Naude l:!O 

stuks vee zijn uitgeleverd, onJangs door eenigen van uw volk van hem 
gestolen. 

(Geteekend) J.M. HowELL. 

Letter from the Chit/ MosheBh to the High Commissioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 31st July, 1858. 

Srn,-I am very glad to meet again with the representative of the 
Queen of England in South Africa. I should have liked to see rum 
before the war commenced, he would have prevented much blood to be 
shed, but my enemy prefer to settle matters by strength of arms. and 
after unsuccessful war they asked for a suspension of hostilities ; 
according to their wishes we have put down our weapons. I indeed 
gladly received the proposition made by the Government of the Orange 
Free State, because war is not a trung I like at all, but I am bound to 
give to my people, who has been restrained of revenging llimself, a 
peace wruch may offer to rum some guarantee for the time to come, 
and since your favoured of the 20th inl'ltant invited mo to speak freely 
about the matters wruch you so generously offer yourself to settle, I 
shall tell you what I mean upon the subject. 

I trust that Your Excellency knows very well the history of the 
Basutoland since the very commencement. 

You are aware that before a white man ever crossed the Orange 
River to enter trus country, I was as the chief and representative of 
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the Bnsuto nation, the rightful sovereign of all the eountry now 
occupied by the Basutos (including the people of Moroko) and a great 
part of the country now claimed by the whites, extending far towards 
Hnrrismith, beyond \Vinburg and Bloemfontein and the neighbour­
hood of the junction of the Caledon and Orange River. 

Your Excellency knows that the first whites who evc>r crossed to stay 
more or less time in ruy country asked my permission, and when tlwy 
began to be tiresome, because of thc>ir eneroachment, llis Excellency 8ir 
George Napier issued a 11roclamation to put a stop to these eneroaeh­
ments; and when at the prayer of some other representatives of 
the British Government, I gave the whites permission of living in 
my country. they never obtained any right of property in the soil from 
me. Had I granted sueh a right it should have been contrary to the 
law of the tribe, which allows no such alienation of lands. Yes Sir, 
you are well informed of what happened in this country from the time 
when the whites crossed the Orange River till this day. 

At first I did hope that the people so well received in my country 
should acknowledge my rightful sovereignty, and should live in peaee 
with my own people, but instead of that they ineessantly try to mako 
encroachruc>nts upon me, and I therefore been involved in severe wars. 
Now I say and all my people st:;llll with me, since the land granted by 
me to the whites at the request of the representatives of the Briti,-h 
Governwent and in exchange for its protection is a cause of perpetual 
wars between the whites aud the blacks, I earnestly pray the :British 
Government, by the medium of Your ExC'ellency, to restore unto his 
legitimate owner the country which was in my possession before the 
arrival of the whites in this country. In that great question we 
cannot acknowledge another Government but that of English, at 
the request of which tracts of land have been granted. When the 
British Government withdrew his protections from this part of the 
Orange River, the land should have been restored unto his legitimate 
sovereign. 

We Basutos wonder at the marvellous wisdom of the whifos, hut 
we over all put our confiJence in the justice which prevails in the 
Councils of the Government of the Queen. Your love of what is 
right and good is a buckler for us, beC'ause we are weak. I therefore 
trust that henceforth the British Government will su11ply me with 
ammunition of war, as ho does for the other Governments in South 
Africa. 

We Bai-utos are a people of husbandry and shepherds, and though 
we have been involved in several ·wars, it has been always unwillingly. 
Now, if the British Government refuse to provide us with ammunition 
of war, my people shall consider that refusal as rejection of the Black 
people by the Government of the Queen, and their ahandonrueut to 
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the unmerciful Government of the Boers; and then peace shall never 
be restored. 

If I beg to be supplied with powder and . lend, it is not only for my 
self-defence in case of war, but also that we may hunt the game, which 
abound in the Basutoland, and which provide my people with meat 
and skins. 

Any suggestions that Your Excellency may have to make in modifi­
cation of my view will meet my respectful attention. 

Trusting to hoar shortly of your happy arrival on our frontier, I have 
already commenced issuing invitations to the persons, Europeans and 
others whose testimony may be required by me in the proposed meeting. 

May it please Your Excellency, listen to my just request and that of 
my people. May you by the blessing of God procure to this country 
a durable peace, and then the children of our children will pronounce 
your name with respect and love. 

Mark X of MosuEsII, Chief of the Basutos. 

Extract from a .Desp<itch of the Secretary of Slats for tl11: Colonies to tl1e • 
High CommisRioner. 

Downing Street, 4th August, Hl.:i8. 
Srn,-I have received your Despatch of 9th June, transmitting 

copies .of a correspondence between Moshesh, Chief of the Basutos, 
and the President of the Orange Free State. 

I have read the letter of the Chief Moshesh with interest, and I 
can only repeat my strong desire that your proposed mediation may 
be speedily successful in procuring peace. 

(Signed) E. B. LYTioN . 

.Deposition of Mr . .A. J. Smit. 

On this 11th day of August, 1858, appeared before me, Johannes 
Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Caledon River Distri<:t, 

Alwyn Johannes Smit, resident at Onverwacht, in Caledon River 
District, and formerly Fieldcornet under the British Government, 
who, being duly sworn, deposes : 

About the year 1851 I rode to l\forija, Letsie's residenC'e, to treat 
with him regarding a trespass which had been made by his people on 
farms of Burghers within the Sovereignty Line. The principal reason 
of my riding to the above-mentioned Chief was becau~o his people 
stated that they had been ordered by him to occupy the said farms. 
When I spoke to Letsie on the subject, he answered me that he had 
ordered his people to squat upon tne uninhabited farms within the 
Sovereignty line. He further saiJ that he neither knew nor would 
acknowledge any line. After this conversation with Letsie, I went to 
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the house of Mr. Arbou,iset, the missionary. \\'hen I 'entered his 
house he enquired of me how I had got on with Letsie, and I informed 
him. On this Arbousset said, I hear you say that the Basutos 1mss 
over the line on the farms of Burghers, adding the words, "I neither 
knew nor acknowledge any line, and my advice to my community is 
to 'elbow out' (uittewonen) the Burghers." I asked him if this 
would not lead to mischief. Ho answered, "I do not mind about 
that. Should a war arise from it, I shall defend it with my commu­
nity till I have gained it, or perish." 

Since the time that I conversed with Mr. Arbousset, it is evident 
that the Kaffirs have encroached more and more on the farms of the 
Burghers, and taken possession of them by force, until they were 
drivC'll from them by Fieldcornet Talyaard shortly before the late 
war. 

(Signed) A. J. S:u1T. 

Before me, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

IJcpo-~ition of Fieldcor11et Alfred Elliott. 

Winburg, 16clen Augustus, 1858. 
Compareerde voor rnij, James M. Howell, Landdrost van Winlmrg, 

Alfred Elliott, V eldkornet van Win burg, die behoorlij k becedigd, 
zegt :-

Op den 6den Augustus 1858 keerde ik huiswaarts van de Witte­
bergen. De heeren Miskin en Rothman vergezelden mij. \Vij 
waren te paard. Kort aan deze zijde van de \Vittebergen, omtrent 
een half uur van de Basuto grenslijn in bet O.V.S. grondgebied, 
ontmoette ik de eerste troep Kaffers omtrent 50 in getal. Ik heb deze 
troep niet ges11roken. Daarna heb ik langs het pad voortrijdende 
verseheidene zulke troepen en ook enkele Kaffers d,•n 0. Vrij Staat 
zic>n intrekken. lk hel, de zelve zien jabrten en wild schietc>n. Ik hob 
enkele Kaffers langs liet pad gesproken. Toen ik op de plaats van 
Benjamin Reeder kwarn was aldaar eeue groote verzamoliug naar ik 
verneem 2 of 300 Kaffors, en ook ec>n klompje Korannas. Op dt'ze 
11lnats komende reed ik na de Kafiers too dewijl zij op de werf 
afgezadeld wareu. Op mijne vraag wie bun Kaptein was, kwam ecu 
der Kaptoins naar mij toe. Ik meen mij te herrineren dat ziju naam 
Izaak was. Bet is een van de Ka1lteins van Paulus Moperi. 

Hij verhaalde mij dat de Kaffers kwamen jagten. Hij vroeg mij 
wanneer of de menschen naar hunne plantsen zouden trekken? Ik 
antwoordde dat ik daeht zoo spoedig als het eerste gras uitkomt. 
Toen zeide hij, de menschen behoeven nu niet meer bang te wezen. 
Bet is nu geen oorlog meer. Ik vroeg hem wiens Kaffers het waren 
die nu alien daar waren om te jagten. Hij antwoordde: hot zijn 
Kaffers van Paulus Mo1leri en van Molitsano. De plaats vau Beu• 

• D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1858] BASUTOLAND RECORDS, 413 

jamin Reeder ligt naar mijne schatting 3 uren van de grenzen van 
Basutoland. Deze, en in 't algomeeu genomen, de helft van alle de 
Kaffers die ik dien dng ontmoette, waren ruiters gowapend met 
geweren. De Kaffers waren beleefd en ordelijk. 

Daarna reed ik verder, en ontmoette verscheidene troepen Kaffers 
(denkelijk van 40 tot 50) al jagtende. Ik heb de laatste troep deze 
Kaffers gezien omtrent een uur aan deze zijde van de plants van 
Reeder. Ik heb reden te onderstellen dat er minstens dien dag 4 tl 
5000 Kaffers in O.V.S. grondgebied jagtende waren, want niet alleeu 
langs hot pad maar in alle directies zag ik troepen van 40 a SO. Ik 
heb aan deze zijde van Reeder's plants een brutale Kaffer ontmoet. 
Hij vroeg mij om tabak; ik zeide dat ik geen tabak had, want dat 
ik de laatste aan Kaptein Izaak gegeven had. Hij zeide: "Al 
missl'hie, jij moet geven." Ik antwoordde dat hij niet op deze wijze 
moPt spreken en dat hij mij op mijn woord moet gelooven. Hij 
behoorde ook tot een wel gewapende troep ruiters met gewneu 
en as:-egaien. De Kaffers die ik aan deze zijde der plants van 
Reeder ontmoettt> waren alle op huu terugkeer huiswaarts. Ik heb 
van te voren en na,lerhand niet van zoodanige ja1:,>1partijen iets 
gehoord of gezien. Ik was bij de eerste ontmoeting dezer troepen 
Kaffers eenigzins outsteld, doc-h underhand stelden hun goed gedrag 
en beleefdheid mij gerust. Op don avoud van denzelfden 6den 
Augustus kwam ik to ,vinburg, en deed officieel rapport dezer 
ontmoeting. 

(Geteekend) ALrnED ELLIOTT. 
Yoor mij, (Geteekend) JAMES HowBLL, Landdrost. 

Letter from the Pn•Nident of tlie Orm1,1e Free State to f/ie High Com111i~sio11er. 

Bloemfontein, 20th August, 1858. 
SIR,-ln acknowledging the receipt of Your Excellency's letter of 

the 20th July laRt, I beg to state that I would have eal"lier replied 
thereto, hut. was prevented from doing so being ignorant of the placll 
w}u,re to a1ldrcss Your Excellency. 

The principal questions whieh garn ri8e to the war hetween this 
State and the Basuto Trihes were the Bouudury Line and the re­
peated thefts of cattle and horses and other trespasses committed 
within the State by thPm, and I have e,·ery reason to helieve that tlrn 
Commission appointed hy the Volksrnad will bll prepared to lay the 
pr0ofs before Your Excellt•ncy in Rueh a clear manner as to do away 
with the necessit~· for the appointment of a Commission of Enquiry us 
suggested by Your Excellency. 

I would sugg,.st to Your Excellency the propriety of the conference 
for the purpose of settling terms of peace taking place on the 13th 
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September next at Beersheba (Zevenfontein) near Smithfield, but 
should l\foshesh prefer that it be held at Aliwal North, I shall have 
no objection to that place. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosnoF. 

l),po,ition of .Mr. P . .Meyer. 
Philip Meyer, van K.lipfontein, maakt eed en zegt :-Dat op den 

nacht van l 6den Augustus heeft een groot getal Kaffers te paard en 
te voet behoorende aan Molitsane, geslapen op de plaats van Mar­
thinus Prinsloo, jr., genaamd Rietpoort, van Vet Rivier, binnen de 
limieten van den Oranje Vrij Staat. Meyer zegt verder dat hij den 
anderen dag daarop ging naar de plaats van Prinsloo, en vond dat de 
Kaffers aldaar groote vernieling hadden gedaan, viz., alle timmerhout 
en planke.!. geheel vernield en nan stukken geslagen. Alle jong 
geplante vruchtboomen hadden de Kaffers uit den grond gekapt. 

Omtrent 400 havergerven hebben zij totaal vernield, 1 ploeg aan 
stukken gekapt, en het ijzer weggenomen. 

Winburg, 2lsten Augustus, 1858. 
Voor mij, ' (Geteekend) JAMES HOWELL, Landdrost. 

Letter from the Rei'. F. IJaumas to Governor Sir George Grey. 
Mekuatling, 26th August, 1858. 

Yooa ExcELLExcv,- Molitsane the chief of the Bataungs has come 
to me to-day to inform me of your arrival, and has expressed the 
desire to have from me a few words of introduction to you, as he 
has been invited by the great chief Moshesh to accompany him. 

I need not mention how happy aud grateful to God we feel that 
for the sake of humanity Your Excellency has come to such a distant 
country, undergoing so much fatigue and privation. Even your 
coming and the expectation of your mediation have had the most 
happy re1mlt in preventing much evil and devastation. The unani­
mous wish for your interference will be a great inducement to give 
Your Excellency confidence that the Almighty will bless your 
endeavours in adjusting matters and establishing a lasting peace 
in this country. 

I need not write to Your Excellency about Molitsane's situation 
as a territorial chief, acknowledged as such by the British Govern­
ment. You are aware that he is living in a district which was 
granted to him by the British Resident as a compensation for the 
lands belonging to the Bataungs situated beyond Winburg and 
whore there is yet a small tract of country of which the hoers will 
not allow the reoccupation. 

The district granted to Molitsnne's tribe belongs to the Basutos 
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and is partly inhabited by them, a circumstance which places Molit­
sane and his people in a rather difficult position, not wishing to 
have any quarrel with the great chief Moshesh, who bas received 
him in his country since l!O many years. I am sure Your Excellency 
will take in consideration the wants of the Bataungs and their chief 
during your investigations, and trust that the documents which I had 
the honour to lay before you when I was in Cape Town, and which 
you received so kindly, will be of some use to you in the present 
circumstances. 

As to the late war, l'tfolitsane a<'knowledges that hill people have 
committed some thefts, but that he has always done his best in 
restoring the stolen property to the hoers ; he will be ready to 
answer any question addressed to him. 

Molitsane has much at heart a case which be wishes to be men­
tioned, beside the spoliation done in his district and the lot<s of his 
people's crops through the passing of the Commando. He feels 
grieved about the way in which seventeen of his people have been 
murdered by the hoers. They had gone towards the V aal River 
with a p,ua to the jackal-hunting some time before the war. In 
returning peacefully home, not apprehending any danger, they went 
on a fann where they were known and received with an apparent 
friendly manner; as they were preparing to start they were all 
except one shot in cold blood, without provocation on their part. 
Among these poor people there was one of Molitsane's sons. 

As r<>gards this station, which was under the care of the Rev. 
T. D. Keek during my absence, the hoers have behaved in au honour­
al,le way. 'fhe petty chief David Raliye, a nephew of Molitsane, 
and the 1,eoplo of the station, who would not take any part in the 
war, were all rci,pectod, and though the hoers' <'amp was for several 
days close to the station and }latrols <•ame in sight of the people, 
they have not suffored in any way the least molct-1tation. \Vhen 
the hoers were in their camp on the Caledon a party of them were 
sent to Raliye to a,;k thirty oxen, being short of food. 'fhe oxen 
were delivered with the promise to pay for them, and I have confidence 
they will make it good. 

I do not speak about what has been done on several of our French 
11tations, the well known interest Your Ex<·ollcncy takes in the 
civilization and christianizing of the native tribes will induce you 
to make inquiries on the subject and cause our Society to receive 
proper compensation for the loss sustained. Our mission is dear 
to all the l'rotPstant Churches of France, they make annnally 
sacrifices for our maintenance and the extension of the work among 
the Ilasutus and other tribes. \Ve have confidence that your coming 
will be to them a proof tha, our missiou is not to be destroyed, but 
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on the contrary is to progress and be a blessing to the benighted 
heathens of this Land. 

I pray Your Excellency to believe me, with much respect, to be 
your humble and obedient servant. 

(Signed~ F. DAUM.As, V.D.M. 

utter from th, Higli Commi,aion6r to the President of the Oran9, Fru 
Stat,. 

Aliwal North, 31st August, 1858. 
Srn,-In reply to Your Honour's letter of the 20th instant, sug­

gesting that a conference should be held at Beersheba, or Aliwal 
North, on the 13th day of September next, I beg to inform you 
that I have seen the chief Moshesh, and that as he stated Beersheba 
would be the most convenient place for himself and some of llis 
people to attend the proposed conference, I agreed it should be held 
there, although Aliwal North would have suited my own interests 
better. In consequence, however, of the distance from the Colonial 
Boundary of the place of meeting agreed on, I was obliged to fix 
,vednesday the 1.Sth day of September for the conference, instead 
of the 13th, which change of date will, I trust, subject you to no 
inconvenience. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

J)eposifion of Mr. J. J. Bote,. 
Lnnddrost's Office, Bloemfontein, 2nd September, 1858. 

Appeared before me, Comelis van Dyk van Soelen, Landdrost, 
this day, 

Jan J ohnnnes Botes, who being duly sworn deposes : 
In the year 1830 I came for the first time with my trek out of 

Nieuweveld to the place Zevenfontein, now called Beersheba ; the 
first commencement of a farm place I there made in the month of 
December 1830. About 14 or 15 families were then with me, who 
had all migrated together from Nieuweveld. 

My plan was to allow the Bushmen, who were then very wild 
and had been living there before my arrival, to keep a small kraal 
there, if they became sufficiently tame. 

When my brother and Hans Ransburg sowed on the place, they 
likewise made harteboest huts. • 

In 1835, as I believe, we were all commanded by FielJcornet 
Jacobus Vorflter of the Colesberg district, to go as near as possible 
to the houndary line to assist in defending it, ~here being then war 
in the Colony. 

In the interval between our arrival and 1835, the wild Bushmen 
had become tame, and when we proceeded under inst.ructions of the 
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said Fieldeornot to the houndary, my Kaid brother Barend Hendrik 
Botes posted there one of thoee ·Bushmen as overseer of his sown 
Land, and on our return, after the war in the old Colony was ended, 
we there found Mr. Rolland, one of the .l<'rench Missionaries, who 
told my brother that Moshesh had given him that ground for a school 
place, and that be would not quit it, and that he could give no account 
of the Bushman whom my brother had posted there. I cannot state 
the Boundaries of the place, for none had been fixed in those days. 
Thereupon we all went away together, and migrated to this part 
of the country. 

(Signed) JAN J Ac. BoTEs. 
Bllfore me, (Signed) C. VAN DYx VA.1" SoELEN, Landdrost. 

Despatch from the Foreign to the Colonial O.ffic1J. 
Foreign Office, 6th September, 1858. 

Srn,-1 am directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to 
you copies of a despatch with enclosures addressed by Count Walewski 
to tho .Ambassador of His Imperial Majesty at this Court, which have 
been communicated to me by His Excellency, with a request that the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope may be instructed to continue to 
use his good offices in favour of certain French Protestant Mis­
sionaries who have been expelled from the territory of the Orange 
Free State, and for which intervention His Excellency is instructed 
to convey to Sir G. Grey the thank,, of the French Government, 
and I have to request you to move Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton, that 
if he sees no objection, instructions to this effect should be addressed 
to His Excellency the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
that the thanks of the French Government i-hould be conveyed to 
him at the sarno time. I have, &c., 

(Signed) WM. SEYMOt"R V. FITZGERALD. 

IJnpatch from tl,e Seeretary of State for the Coloniea to tl1e Bigh 
Commissioner. 
Downing-street, 6th September, 1858. 

Sm,-I have to acknowledge your despatches on the subject of 
claims to compensation made against the Government of the Orange 
Free State by certain British Subjects. 

These were persons who had fixed their residence among the 
Basutos, in the district under the sway of Moshesh, called in their 
depositions Basutoland. Their losses were inflicted in the recent war 
between that chief and the Orange Free State, and they were inflicted 
apparently by the anned force of that State. There is, however, 
f.ome divergence in the statements, as might naturally be supposed 
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in such a transaction, and it seems doubtful whether the real actors 
were not the Transvaal allies of ·President Boshof, or some party 
of deserters from the German Legion, as suggested in another of 
your despatches, No. 62, of the 27th May. I assume, however, 
the first supposition as correct. 

If Englishmen, traders or others, establish themselves beyond the 
British Dominions, in territories inhabited by savage nations, and 
suffer in war between those nations, or between a savage nation 
and its civilized neighbours, this country is not bound to interfere 
in order to compel reparation. 

The only question is, whether there are special circumstances to 
take this case out of the general rule, and I am aware of none. 
As you have observed in some other recent de11pakhes, the so 
called " Basuto Country " never i;eems to have been divided by any 
fixed and recognised limits from the Orange River Territory, either 
when the latter fonned part of the British Dominions or since. But 
in relinquishing her dominion over the country beyond the Orange 
River, Great Britain clearly relinquished whatever right of protection 
or interference (if any) she had previously exercised with regard to 
that chief and his people. 

Nothing could have been more complete or leisurely than the 
'\\:arning given of the intention of Her Majesty's Government to 
effect that abandonment. And those who after that announcement 
remained resident, either in the Free State itself, or among the 
Basutos, did so at their own peril. 

For these reasons, Her Majesty's Government, as at present 
advised, do not think themselves justified in requiring oompensation 
from the people of the Free State for these losses. And this decision, 
which eoems to them founded on Justice, is equally supported in their 
view by the essential rule of policy of confining ourselves within our 
own frontiers, and interfering as little as possible (except as you are 
now dl)ing in the way of friendly mediation, with what takes place 
beyond them. 

Such are the instructions, if you still require any, which I have 
to give you on the part of Her Majesty's Gove>rnment. But I am 
particularly anxious not to fetter your own judgment now that the 
state of things has assumed a somewhat different ~hnpe, since your first 
despatches on this subject, by the acceptance of your offer of media­
tion. From your despatch of J uue 8th, I collect that you • were 
inclined to believe the Orange River Government might themseh-es 
be disposed to compensate these claimants as matter of equity, the 
question may, since that time, have been discussed between you and 
the representative of that State. You aro thorofore at liberty to take 
any other cour,se, which you may think proper, short of insisting upon 
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such compensation as of absolute right, and Her Majesty's Govern­
ment will be of course very glad to hear that these claims are 
adjusted. 

For these reasons, I have made this despatch confidential. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 

E.rfrads from a IJespafr/1 of the Secretary of State for the Colonie8 to the 
High Co111111i11sio11er. 

Downing-street, 6th September, 1858. 
Srn,-1 have to acknowledge your despatches addressed to Lord 

Stanley, containing the narrative of the events which had taken place 
beyond the frontier, in the Orange River Territory, and asking for· 
instructions on certain points connected therewith. 

Your offer to mediate between the Free State and the Basutos has 
been already approved by Her Majesty's Government, and they are 
fully sensible of the good policy as well as humanity of the course 
which you have adopted. 

The terms of mediation which you may adopt will of course be 
dictated by your own local experience and observation, nor would I 
inconvenience you by any attempt to dictate them to you beforehand. 
It is only my duty to state that Her Majesty's Government continue 
strongly persuaded of the sound policy of maintaining the absolute 
separation of the Orange Free State from the British Dominions, now 
that it has been once accomplished. 

(Signed) E. B. LYTTON. 

Letter from tlie Chit/ Mo~hesh to the Hig/1 Commiaaioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 8th September, 1858. 

Srn,-1 was very thankful to see you at Thaba Bosigo. Your 
coming to me gave great pleasure and manner of refreshment in 
my very soul. I am very old and often troubled with headache, 
thorofore I am not able to come to the meeting, but I have selected 
a number of men, those I trust, and they will be in my place, receive 
them as you would do to myself. Mr. John Mokoteli is my Inter­
preter. 

Selected: Jobo, Makwai, Lebenya, Raliye, Moletsie, Qacha, Moko­
teli, Tsekelo l\Ioshesh. 

I beg leave to tell you that I have not much to say now in this 
letter, as I said to you when you were with me at Thaba Bosigo, 
I said to you I have already sent you my words to meet you at Aliwal 
North. But few things I could say in this that I trust justice will 
be done by Your Excelleney the Governor, that you will search and 
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find out the blame, either the Free State or the Basutoland. I hope 
that justice and truth are the cause of your coming here, is to put 
matters a good understanding, and after these are settled, other 
things if it were possible will be settled also. I remain with all 
profound respect. 

(Signed) MosHEsrr, Chief of the Basutos. 
Prince TsEKELO MosHEsH. 

Extracts from a J)eRpatch of the High Commissioner to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. 

King ,villiam's Town, 8th September, 1858. 
Srn,-I have the honour to report that just as I reached Bloem­

fontein in the Orange Free State, on the 20th ultimo, I received 
letters, copies of which are enclosed, from the Governor-General of 
India and the Governor of Bombay. • • • • • • 

3. ,Vhen these letters reached me, I had so far embarked in the 
arrangements for the preliminaries of an adjustment of the dispute 
prevailing between the Orange Free State and the Basuto nation, that 
I could not break them off suddenly without endangering the peace of 
this part of South Africa, which at this time it is so necessary to pre­
serve. I therefore at once sent off orders for the assembly of rein­
forcements for India, of the nature I will presently state, completed 
quickly the work I had on hand at Bloemfontein, made my way to the 
rc>sidence of the Basuto Chief, arranged for a meeting at Beersheba 
in the vicinity of the contending parties on the 15th of September for 
the final arrangement of affairs, and then rode across the country to 
this place which it took me nearly four days to reach, although I made 
all possible despatch. 

6. I am compelled now to return without delay to the Orange Free 
State and the Basuto country, and have so much in consequence to 
arrange in a short time that I cannot write at such length as I should 
have desired. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Minute comprising a Statement of the Causes of th~ lat~ War with the 
Ba8utos. 

The Commission appointed by the Volksraad of the Orange Free 
State in order to represent that State with His Excellency the Go­
vernor of Cape Colony, on the occasion of his mediation, declares, that 
the war with the Basutos commenced in the month of March of the 
present year, was on the part of the Free State unavoidable in conse­
quence of the many acts of violmce committed by the Basutos, which 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



l858J BASl:TOL\.XD REC'OIIDS. 421 

strictly formed a c:ontinuation of their conduct during the whole time 
that British supremacy over the former Orange River Sovereignty 
subsisted. 

These acts of violence are comprised under the following heads :-
1 st. Incessant thefts of horses and cattle and refusal or neglect to 

give compensation for them, which was demanded by virtue of the 
terms of the agreement of 6th October, 1855, entered into between His 
Honour the President and the Chief Moshesh, the latter having more­
over repeatedly and solemnly bound himself to make such compen• 
sation. 

2. Incursions and encroachments on public and private lands 
situated within the boundaries of the State, to the great annoyance 
and harassment of the peaceable Burghers, in spite of reiterated 
complaints on the subject on the part of the State Government, and 
in actual violation of the agreement of the 6th October 1855. 

3. The violent seizure of several farms belonging to Burghers of 
the State, coupled with threats of murder, and the wanton destruc­
tion uf their houses, orchards, gardens, likewise in actual violation of 
the agreement of 6th October, 1855. 

Smithfield, 11th September, 1858. 
(Signed) J. SAUER, 

Appendix. 

J. T. eNYXAN, 

J. J. VENTER, 

G. P. N. CoETSEE, 

H. A. L. HAMELBERO, 

J. DE WINNAAR, 

JAMES HOWELL, 

0. J. VAN SclIA.LKWYK, 
T. W. VoWE. 

It appears that the Chief Moshesh and his advocates seek to justify 
1mc-h deeds of violence as are mentioned in the foregoing minute, by 
the allegation that the Burghers of the Free State occupy certain 
trac·ts of country of right belonging to the Basuto nation, which last 
considers our Burghers as the first aggressors, because they have 
unlawfully taken said tracts and hold them in possession. 

To refute this allegation the Commission advances the following 
facts:-

lst. The boundary line between the Orange Free State and Basuto• 
land was fixed by agreement between the British Government and the 
Chief Moshesh, and proclaimed by the first-mentioned long before the 
declaration of the Free State's ind<'peudcnce, and has never subse­
quently been altered. 
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2nd. In the agreuuwnt of the 6th October 185,'i, 1\foshesh distinC"tly 
recognises the existence of the boundary line, and promises to acknow­
ledge the right of property of the Free State Burghers to nil lands in 
their possession, and not to disturb without the consent of the Presi­
dent, in case of dispute or question. 

3rd. Moshesh never formally C"omplained to the Free State Govern­
ment that unlawful possession had been taken or hold of any ground 
belonging to his people by Free State Burghers, having first spoken 
of a right to all the ground lying within a certain line running from 
Commissie Drift on the Caledon to Orange River in a letter to His 
Honour the President, dated 21st 1\Iareh 1856, and to the invitation 
then given him by His Honour the President to speak more explicitly 
on the subjeet, and to describe the entire line to which he laid claim, 
he never returned any answer. 

4th. Provided even Moshesh had brought forward such complaints, 
he would not have been entitled before the settlPment of the question, 
arising thereon, to endeavour violently to expel the inhabitants of the 
disputed ground, to destroy their houses, orchards, &c., and to carry 
off their cattle, especially as this was at variance with the agreement 
of 6th October, 18,55. 

5th. In consequence of the agreement between the Briti,;;h Govern­
ment and 1\foshcsh, the boundary line was proclaimed by His Excel­
lency the High Commissioner Sir Harry Smith, and Moshesh was 
thereby for ever legally div{'sted of all title and claim to any ground 
situated on this side of that boundary line, notwithstanding that somo 
British functionary may have promised him an alteration thereof, and 
the more espe<.:ially because such alteration was never carried out and 
ratified. 

6th. The Chief Moshe8h alleges that the Orange Free State now 
holds in possession considerable tracts of country which formerly 
belonged to him or his ancestors. This we deny, and we assert 
that there are ample available proofs of the contrary, and moreover 
that it can be shown that the African Boers occupied these lands 
before the Basutos began to settle in the neighbourhood, and that the 
latter have extended their limit in every direction with violence. 

But even were this not the case, we maintain that Moshesh forfeited • 
all claim to these grounds by his voluntary agreement and consent, 
which he is not entitled to retract or annul at any future time at his 
own arbitrary will and pleasure. 

Were such a course lawful, it would be useless to contract any 
agreement with any nation. 

7th. ,ve challenge 1\foshesh and all other persomi to prove, on 
reasonable grounds, that any Burgher of the Free State ever com­
mitted any treRpass, roisdemeanour, or deed of violence, within 
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Moshesh's territory, before the formal cleclaration of war of 19th 
March last. 

8th. As a proof of how little respect the Basutos pay to solemn 
treaties and agreements, we beg to state that since the cessation of 
hostilities solemnly concluded at Thaba Bosigo with Moshesh on the 
1st of June last, considerable robberies of horses and cattle have been 
continually committed within the limits of the State, as well as the 
destruction of houses and other violent acts, by larger or smaller 
bands of Basutos. 

(Signed) 

Jlemo-ranclum. 

J. SAUER, 

J. T. SNYMAN, 

J. J. VENTER, 

G. P. N. CoETSEE, 

H. A. L. liAMELBERO, 

J. DE ,VINNAAR, 

JAll:ES HOWELL, 

0. J. VA?, ScIIALKWYK, 
T. W. VowE. 

The Commission appointed by the V olksraad in order to represent 
the Orange Free State with His Excellency the Governor of Cape 
Colony, on the occasion of His Excellency's mediation, has the honour 
to hand to His Excellency the following memorandum of claims 
against the Basuto chief Moshesh, immediately based upon and 
emanating from the points comprised in the minutes of the Com­
mission of 11th September, 1858, and the appendix subjoined thereto. 

I. The recognition and ratification of the boundary line between 
Orange Free State and Basutoland, according to agreement between 
the British Resident and the Chief Moshesh, confirmed by Proclama­
tion of His Excellency the High Commissioner of December, 1849. 

II. Compensation for cattle and horses stolen between 23rd Febru­
ary 1854 and 19th March 1858, which compensation, as far as regards 
the thefts committed since 6th October 1855, is claimed in conformity 
with the terms of the agreement of that date, as likewise compen:m­
tion for further losses inflicted on the inhabitants of the Orange Free 
State by the Basutos between the 23rd February 1854 and the 19th 
March 1858. 

ill. Compensation for the expenses of the war commenced on the 
19th March 1858 and terminated provisionally on the 1st of June last, 
by the conclusion of hostilities on the last-named date, which war 
had become unavoidable for the Orange Free State, in consequence of 
the violent acts of the Basutos. 
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IV. The delivering up of cattle and horses stolen after the I st J uue 
last, on which day a cessation of hostilities between the Orange Free 
State and the Chief Moshesh was concluded, as well as compensation 
for the further losses which the Burghers of this State have suffered 
through the Basutos since the 1st June last. 

(Signed) J. SAUER, 
J. T. SNYMAN, 

J. J. VE.-.TER, 
G. P. N. CoETsE.E, 
H. A. L. H.rnELDERO, 

J. DE WINN.\AR, 

JA)IES HowELL, 

0. J. VAN Scu,\.LKWYK, 

T. W. VowE. 

Deposition of Jfr. G. P. N. Cod~ee. 

On this 11th day of September 1858 appeared before we, Johannes 
Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Calodon River, besides the members of 
the Commission named by the Honourable Volksraad at its session of 
12th June last, the Burgher Gert Petrus Nicolaas Coetsee, who being 
duly sworn, deposes :-

In the year 1819, in the month uf June or July, I came with 
Stephanus Kruger, Cn,;per Kruger, and some other Burghers from 
Cape Colony across Orange River, with waggons on a hunting expedi­
tion to shoot elands and hippopotami. ,ve came up between Orange 
and Caledon Rivers to the neighbourhood of the Koesbergen and 
Cornet Spruit, and thence to the Great River Drift at the farm of 
Daniel Era8mU8. 

During our expedition we saw no natives except small clumps of 
Bushmen without auy cattle, who probably lived by hunting. 

In the year 18:.!3 I came for the second time with a large party of 
Burgher!! from the Colony to shoot garue. Hendrik Coetsee and Abel 
Pienaar were with the party, besides about twenty more. \Ve then 
came up with our waggons along Caledou to Jammerberg, thence on 
the high laud in the direction of Beyersberg, Kliphuis, and to Hex 
River, the farm of Mr. Andries Venter, and further to Marsfontein 
dvwn along Slik Spruit to the Bushman School or Bethulie. On this 
occasion likewise we saw no natives except small clumps of Bushmen. 
There were no kraals or anything that indicated that the land had 
been previously occupied by tribes possessing cattle. 

In the year 1825, when I was lying on Stormberg Spruit, beyond 
Orange River, with my cattle, starved Basutos cnme to me and in-
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formed me thnt thf'y hnd been driven awny and chnst'd by other 
tribes from remote countries. 

I then shot some gnme for them, nnd gave them food, and let them 
go to Cape Colony to hire themselves. 

Between the years 1827 and 1830, I again came with Jan de \Vet 
on a hunting expedition. We came from Melkspruit to the Koes­
bergen. The Bushmen told me that Koes lived on the mountain. I 
then ascended the mountain, and found about 30 people large nnd 
small. They had few horned cattle, and it was evident that they had 
not been long there, and they seemed to be a portion of the people 
who had earlier crossed the Orange River. From the Koesbergen we 
proceeded to Comet Spruit, to where it has its source in the moun· 
tains, where we killed game. There also we saw no natives or human 
beings, and hence we returned to Great River. On my return journey 
along Cornet Spruit to Great River, I saw on the east side of Cornet 
Spruit about 30 or 40 natives. They had a few cnttle, and they 
informed me by signs that they had come out of the mountains. 

(Signed) G. P. N. CoETSEE. 

Before me, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

IJt'positioii of Mr. J. H. Snyuum. 

On this 11th day of September 18-18, appeared before the Com­
mission appointed at the session of the Volksraad of 12th June 
1858, Johannes Hendrik Snyman. residing at the farm Vlakplaats, 
district Fauresmith, who being duly sworn before the Landdrost of 
\Vinburg, deposes:-

I was for the first time on the banks of Great River in 1821 or 
1822, at the time -when the first inhabitants went to live there. In 
1824 or 1825 I was sent as Provisional Fieldcornet by the Briti,;h 
Government to make enquiry regarding a report that a black tribe 
was advancing, and to see in what manner that tribe was coming on. 
I then proceeded from Great River to Zevenfontein, and thence to 
behind Jammerberg where I turned back. I then met with nothing 
but Bushmen, and saw no Basutos, consequently I did not meet with 
the black tribe which was reported to be coming on. 

A month later I went for the second time in the same direction, 
to make enquiries about the said tribe. Just below the Koesbergen, 
I learnt from a Bushman that a few Basutos, as they are now called 
(for in that time they were not called Basutos, but Koes, a name the 
Bushmen gave them) were in the Koesbergen. I thon sent a Bush­
man to fetch those Basutos, in order that I might talk with them. 
Their chief, to whom we gave the name of April, would not come 
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in person, but sent three neat cattle, one red, one black, and one 
white. 

What the meaning of this was I do not know, for I had no 
interpreter who understood their language. With my people, how­
ever, who were with me, I shot some elands, and sent the flesh to 
the Basutos, in consequence whereof, when we came back, they were 
not afraid to come near us. This third time was also a month after 
the second time of my going out, and then I went to beneath 
Jammerberg, where I met with a great number of Kaffirs, who as 
the Bushmen told me, were at that time call(>d Fetcanis or man eaters. 
Regarding these Kaflirs I did nothing, but brought o:it a report 
regarding them· to the British Government. Immediately afterwards 
I was again sent out with the late Fieldcornet Abraham Pn,torius. 
,ve then went again to Jammerberg, but the Fetcanis were go•e, 
excepting April and his people, with whom I then perr,onally con­
versed. It is generally known that the first Emigrants (Trekkers) 
hired from the Bushmen, with the sanction of the British Government, 
a large portion of the country now known as Orange Free State. 
The first Emigrants who came hither to occupy farms came hither in 
or about 1820. 

(Signed) J. H. S:-.'Ylli.N. 

Sworn before me, at Smithfield, 11th September, 1858. 
(8igned) J.rnEs MELnLLE, Landdrost. 

IJ1"positio11 of" .i.1/r. J. T. S11yma11. 

On this llth September 1858, appeared before tho Commission 
appointed in tho sesf"ion of Volksraad of Uth June, 1858. one of its 
members, Jacobus Theodorus Snyman, resident at the form Nooit­
gedacht, district of Caledon River, who being duly sworn, d(>poses :-

In the year 1828 I accompanied Ockert Jacobus van Schalkwyk on 
a hunting expedition, on which occasion we went up along Caledon 
River, on the bank opposite to Thabn Bosigo, where )lo~he!>h now 
resides. At that time I saw no Basutos, none of their kraals, nor any 
other signs of them. I found nothing but Bushmen in the country. 
On the 1st December 18-11 I came to my farm Nooitgedacht. My form 
is situated in the Slikspruit ward. When I came to that farm no 
Basutos wore to be found in tho neighbourhood for a distance even of 
some hours. The only Basutos were at Beersheba (Zevenfontein) 
mixed with apprentices, Bastards. and Barolongs, the Captain was 
Arend, an apprcntiee or former slave; another Captain was named 
Mooi (one of Moroko's people) who is still there. In 1841 when 
I came to my farm, I proceeded to Jarnmerberg, now called Batis, 
to buy corn of the Bastards who lived there. That was the tirst 
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place, excepting Beersheba, where I found Basutos from the time 
I left my dwelling. 

(Signed) J. T. SNYMAN. 
Sworn before me at Smithfield, 11th September, 1858. 

(Signed) JA.'1ES HoWELL, Landch-ost. 

Deposition of .Mr. 0. J. ran Schalkwyk. 
On this 11th September 1858, appeared before the Commission 

appointed by tho Volksraad at its session of 12th June 1858, one 
of its own members, Ockert Jacobus van Schalkwyk, residing at 
the farm Driekuil in Fauresmith district, who being duly sworn 
deposes:-

1 have resided since 1831 at Rietkuil, consequently for a period 
of 26 years. I came for the first time between Caledon and Orange 
rivers on a hunting expedition in 1821. I then went up Great River 
to where it issues from the mountain, and thence I went under 
Langeberg to where Letsie's town now stands, and to Caledon River. 
There I turned back. I then found nothing but Bushmen, and I saw 
no Basutos, or dwellings of Basutos, neither did I at that time hear 
anything of Moshesh. 

In 1828 I was again on a hunting expedition in this co1mtry, and 
went to the foot of Thaba Bosigo, where Moshesh's dwelling now is, 
where I shot elands. At that time likewise I saw no Basutos nor any 
of their dwellings. In 1831 I first heard of Moshesh. 

(Signed) 0. J. VAX Scu.\LKWYK. 
Sworn before me at Smithfield, 11th September, 1858. 

(Signed) JAllES HOWELL, Landdrost. 

Deposition of Mr. H. W. Olirier. 

On this 11th September 1858, appeared before the Commission 
appointed at the session of Volksraad of l:?th June 1858, Hendrik 
Willem Olivier, Fieldcornet of the Ward Koesbergen, District Caledon 
river, residing at the farm Middelkranl, who after taking the usual 
oath before the Landdrost of Caledon River, deposes as follows:-

In the month of February 1855, the Chief Poshuli warned my 
father-in-law Jan de ,vinnaar, residing at Verliesfontein in the ward 
Koesbergcn, to quit that farm, which is situated about l! hour on 
horseback within Major Warden's boundary line, threatening that he 
would otherwise burn his house over his head. I was not then 
present, but on my father-in-law's sending for me I rode with my 
brother-in-law, Jan de ,vinnaar, to Poshuli's mountain, and the latter 
repeated to me the same thing that he had told my father-in-law, 
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and declared to me that he would carry out his threat. I dreaded he 
would do so, and consequently advised my father-in-law to quit his 
farm. 

Thereupon the latter did so, and Poshuli's son at once took pcs­
session of the farm with about 14 Basutos, and cultivated it. At 
the same time David van der Merwe who had resided at Slangfontein, 
David Swanepoel, residing at Kapokfontein, ,vmem Potgietl'r, 
resident at Klipfontein, and Johannes Botha, resident at Dantzers 
Nek, all which farms lie in the Koesbergcn ,vard, quitted their places 
in consequence of my advice, because they likewise were threatened 
by Poshuli. All these farms then became inhabited by Basutos, 
subjects of Poshuli, who ehopped down the trees, and made kraals 
upon them; and from 1855 to the beginning of the present year 1858 
those Basutos have continued to occupy them. 

I know the farm Knechtskloof in the Koesbergen Ward, now the 
property of Willem Engelbregt, formerly Jacobus Swanepoel's, who 
occupied it under the British Government in 1850. 

Th.is farm was abandoned in 1855 by Engelbregt, from fear of 
Lebenya, who had warned him to quit, and people of Lebenya's, with 
one of his brothers, then took possession of it, and remained upon 
it till the beginning of the late war. They entirely demolished the 
brick built house on the farm, worth £300, carried off the wood­
work and built their huts with it. 

In 1856 I saw at the homestead of the Missionary at Hebron, Mr. 
Cochet, a portion of the wood-work, which they took away from this 
farm. Another portion I saw in 18,57 at the farm of Piet Erasmus in 
the Koesbergen, whither the Kaffirs had taken it to build themselves 
a house there. An Englishman named Drury then lived on the farm, 
and they wanted to drive him away. 

In 1856 a Basuto, called Jason, took possession with his family 
and stock, of the farm Houtberg in the Koesbergen Ward, belonging 
to \Villem Swauepocl, who was forced to quit it when Jason moved ' 
on to it. "C n<ler written instructions £row the Landdrost of Cal Pd on 
River, I warned Jason and his associates in 1857 to leave the farm, 
but they refused to do so. Jason's answer was that he would not 
go away, because it was his ground, and he was living on it by 
the orders of Lebenya, a chief subject to the paramount authority 
of Moshesh. 

In 1857, in the month of October, a meeting was holden in my 
presence at my farm Middelkraul, between the Landdrost of Caledon 
.River, tho Pre8ident, and some Fieldcorncts on the one side, and 
Nehemiah Moshesh, his uncle,-a brother of Moshesh,-expressly 
sent by the last named to attend the meeting, and at least 50 other 
Baeutos on the other side. 
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Moshesh's brother was instructed to tell Nehemiah that he must 
make the Basutos quit the Free Stnte Burghers' farms. 

On this occasion Nehemiah publicly told the Basutos thnt he was 
ordered by Moshesh to shoot them dead if they did not quit these 
farms, and that the owners of them were also entitled to kill them 
if they did not go away. 

The Landdrost of Caledon River complained the same day to 
Nehemiah of Jason's conduct, and Nehemiah promised to drive Jason 
and his people away from the farm Houtberg, out he never did so. 

At Jan de Winnaar's abovementioned farm Verliesfontein, the 
Basutos in 1855, 1856, and 1857, burnt down a maf!oned house 30 
feet long and 12 broad, demolished a house containing a water mill, 
destroyed the mill itself, cut down the fruit trees and made cattle 
kraals of them, trampled down the vineyard or let their cattle trample 
it down, and lived in the dwelling house. 

Two dorsch mills were also destroyed by them on this farm, and 
the half of a fourth house on the place was likewise broken down. I 
estimate the aggregate amount of all the destruction and damage 
on this farm at £350. 

In the month of March last I was present at a meeting at Vley 
Spruit between the Landdrost of Caledon River and Nehemiah. 
This meeting was holden in order to take measures for the prevention 
of a war. 

The Landdrost of Caledon River proposed on that occasion to 
Nt:'hemiah to cause the damage done by Basutos to Jan de Winnaar's 
farm Verliesfontein. "'illem Engelbregt's place Knechts Kloof, David 
van der Merwe's farm Slangfontein, and some others, to be appraised 
by a Commission, the members of which should be nominated by both 
parties, and to remove within 6 days the Basutos who had squatted on 
those farms. 

This was, however, never acted upon by the Basutos. 
Willem Swanepoel's fam1 Houtnek lies four hours on horseback 

within Major Warden's lines. 
(Signed) H. W. OLIVIER. 

Before me. (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

IJepoRition of Jlr. J. H. de Wi,maar. 
On this 11th day of September 1858, appeared before me, Johannes 

Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Caledon River district, besides the 
members of the Commission appointed by the Honourable Volksraad 
at its session of 12th June last, the Burgher Jan Hendrik de Winnaar, 
who being duly sworn, deposes:-

I am the owner of the fnrm Fouriesfontein, Rituated in the ward 
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Koesbergen, District of Caledon River. I was in the peaceable and 
undi,iturbed possession of said farm from the year 1838 to 1850. 
At the time that I began to occupy the farm there were no Basutos or· 
othor Natives in the neighbourhood. The nearest Basutos were at 
Tandjes Berg, fully six hours on horseback to the eastward, in the 
direction of Thaba Bosigo. In the year 1839 April, the Chief of 
the Bamonageng, came from.beyond Great River to the Koesberg, 
and settled there with about 60 followers. 

When I began to reside on my farm in June 1838, some other 
Burghers, viz., Gideon Lubbe, David van der Merwe, Willem Pot­
gieter, David Swanepoel, Adriaan Swanepoel, and others, settled 
down on unoccupied farms in the ward of Koesberg, and two years 
later many burghers trekked in, and settled down on the farms which 
were unoccupied in the Koesberg ward. 

In the year 1840 Moshesh paid me a visit at my farm ; he had 
with him two waggons, he told me he was delighted that the country 
was becoming inhabited by white })eople, for that this would con­
tribute to his safoty against the attacks of his enemies. He told me 
that I must plant trees and a vineyard, and build houses. as a proof 
that I would continue to inhabit the farm. 

About the year 1850, after the murder of the late Van Hansen~ 
Major \Varden came to Vechtkop with a commando to apprehend the 
murderers. Soon after this event Moshesh's brother Poshuli told me 
that I was the cause of Major Warden's coming with a commando 
and that I must immediately quit my farm, or he would have me 
murdered with all that belonged to me. 

I informed Major \Varden of this, who accordingly sent me for 
a time 20 men of the Cape Coq)s for my protection. I was never­
theless forced by Poshuli's threats to abandon my farm. 

After the lapse of three months I came back to it, and continued 
to inhabit it till the year 185.;, when Poshuli again warned me to q•1it 
my farm within three days, threatening that if I refused to do so he 
would burn my house over my head. 

No reason, however, existed for this violent conduct of Poshuli's, 
as there was no dispute between us. A few days after I had quittl'd 
my fa11n, Poshuli sent his son with about 15 Basuto families, with 
their cattle to my form, aud caused them to occupy it till just before 
the late Basuto war. During this time Poshuli's people, who had 
been posted on my farm, ruined it. My dwelling house they burnt 
down, another house of JO feet long thc>y pulled down, and completely 
destroyed three water mills. The orchard and vineyard were in a 
great measure dl'Stroyed. I 01,timate the damage done to my propert} 
Ly these violent acts of Poshuli's Bnsutos at £450 sterling, at th~ 
least. 
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The Basutos began in 1847 to encroach (intodringen) between the 
farms of the Burghers, and even to squat upon the Burghers' farms. 

(Signed: J. DE WINNAAR. 
Before me. (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. . 

Deposition of Mr. G. W. FoutJM. 
On this 13th September, 1858, appeared before me, Johannes 

Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Caledon River District, Gustavus Wil­
helmus Fouche, Fieldcomet, who being duly sworn deposes :-

I live at Klipplaats drift in this District, and came into this country 
in the year 1835 or 1836. There were no other tribes or natives on the 
west side of the now existing line, besides April with a few followers 
of the same tribe as the Chief Letelle. 

Since the year 18:39 or 1840, the farms in the Koes berg Ward have 
been inhabited by Burghers, who held them in peaceable possession 
until the land came again under the authority of the British Govern­
ment. At the time the boundary line was made by the British 
Government, the Basutos intruded themselves among the Burghers, 
and occupied their farms in a forcible manner, as for example: 

1. The farm of Jan Vermaak, near Hunglip. 
2. That of Dirk W olmarans, on this side of Vermaak's farm. 
3. That of J. Hayward, culled Sondag's Fontein. 
4. That of Cornelia van Tonder, also near Hanglip. 
5. The fann of George Reed. 
6. That of Jan de Winnaar. 
7. That of Willem Potgieter. 
8. That of Johannes Botha, called Danster's Nek. 
9. The farm of P. Swanepoel and ,villem van Zyl, called Mool-

man's Hoek. 
10. The form of Hendrik Swanepoel. 
11. That of Jacobus Swanepoel. 
12. That of Piet Erasmus. 
13. That of Piet du Toit. 
14. The fanu of Jury Potgieter. 
15. That of David van der Mcrwe. 
16. Ventersfoutoin, belonging to Paul Fouche. 
On all the abovementioned farms, except the last one, the Bnsutos 

had squatted, and taken J)Ossession of them. Basutos have also moved 
on to the form of Sehulk van der Sandt. 

Regarding the fanu of Jan de ,vinnaar, I am aware that an over­
shot mill on that form was wholly destroyed. After this was done, 
Poshuli sent his son with some of his people to this farm to occupy 
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it. A houl'lo was at the Fame timo burnt down on this farm, and if 
my memory does not deceive me, a second one also, which had formerly 
heen usl'd as a guard house. I am also aware that fruit trees were 
cut down on this farm, of which the Ba,mtos made kraals. This 
fann hud the largest plantation ancl vineyard that I know of in the 
Free State. 

In the year 1855 or 1856, I was sent by Landdrost Ford to inquire 
why Poshuli had driven Mr. De 'Winnaar from his farm, and since 
that time it has been inhabited by and in possession of the Basutos, 
until the late war commenced. I likewise know that the farm 
Danster's Nek, belonging to Johannes Botha, and which was also 
seized on by the Basutos, has been greatly damaged by injury done 
to the buildings. Knerhtskloof, belonging to Wm. Engelbrecht, was 
also occupied by Basutos, and a valuable masoned house entirely 
destroyed and demolished. The houses on the farms from which 
the Burghers have been driven are also nearly all destroyed. 

Under instructions from the Landdrost of Caledon River, I re­
quested, in quality of Fieldcornet, Frans Moperi, a Basuto who 
professed to have been sent by Letsie to the line to check thieving, 
that the Basutos might be made to varate the farms of the Burghers 
which they had occupied. I made the same request of Poshuli and 
Lebenya. This was done several months before the war. Shortly 
rfter I desired Poshuli to quit Mr. De Winnaar's farm, he collected a 
Commando, which continued there till the war broke out. 

Poshuli entered the State by way of Blaauwboschfontein or Salt­
peter Krans with the same Commando, when there was already a 
guard of Burghers stationed at Blaauwboschfontein. 

'\Yhen I came to this country, the nearest Basutos were on the 
South East side of Batis, a full hour on the other side of the lino 
made by Major '\Varden. 

On this sido of Cornet Spruit, from the lower extremity of Lang­
berg, there were no Basutos. 

At the time when the abovenamed farms were found occupied by 
the Burghers in 1837 and 1838, there were no Basutos, nor any other 
native tribes, who laid claim to those farms. 

(Signed) G. W. FoucHE. 
Before mo, (Signed) J. S.urER, Landdrost . 

.DepoRition of Mr. J. H. Olirier. 
On this 1:lth September, 1858, appoarl'd before me, Johannes 

Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Calodon River District, together with 
the Commi~!-ion nppointed by the Honourable Volksra.ad at its Session 
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of 12th June last, Jan Hendrik Olivier, Assistant Fieldcornet of Koes­
bergen Ward, who being duly sworn, deposes:-

I now live at Mazels Spruit, in Caledon River District. In February 
18.58 I moved on the farm of Jan Hendrik do Winnaar, called Fourios­
fontein. Poshuli (lfoshesh's liruthor) fouu came with 30 or 40 armed 
men to that farm. he said in my presence to Mr. De "\Vinnaar that he 
must seo to quit his farm within 3 or 4 days, for that otherwise he 
would burn him out, and set the house on fire over his head, as well 
as all the other houses in the neighbourhood. ,ve had at that 
moment our horses saddled up to go on the spoor of some Bushmen 
who had stolen some of our sheep. We were taking a meal. Poshuli 
took the food from the table. and divided it among his people. He 
was very insulting, and poked his finger under Mr. De Winnaar's eye. 
He then said that he would not keep Mr. De Winnaar on his farm, for 
that he had built a watchhouse on it, and that he wanted to bring war 
into the country. 

\Ve then separated. Three days after this, his interpreter, " Bull­
dog," came on a message, as he stated from Poshuli, to see whether 
Do ,vinnaar had left. He also told us that Poshuli had stated that if 
we were not gone, we must trek, for that otherwise it would not go 
well if he (Poshuli) came. I then myself rode to Poshuli to enquire 
whether it was true that he had said so, and if he was serious. He 
answered in the affirmative. 

I immediately reported the circumstances to the Fieldcornet Hendrik 
OliYier and Assistant FieldC'or1wt J. van Rooyen, with a request for 
as,;;istance to help us out. Messrs. Van Rooyen, Fouche, and Com­
mandant \Veber then came with 12.5 men. and Fieldcornet H. Olivier 
rode to Po!'huli to enquire into the matter. 

Our whole ward moved the same day further inwards. Eight or 
ten days later I rode to Mr. De Winnaar's farm, and found Poshuli's 
11011 and 30 or 40 families living there. I then asked him how he 
dare<l to come there and spoil everything. He answered that his 
father had sent him to live on the farm, as he wished to make a cattle 
place of it, and that De Winnaar should never more inhabit it. I then 
told him that it was a farm Moshesh had given to De ,vinuaar. He 
answered, "It is not Moshesh's ground but mine." 

I then went to examine the house, and found that 1,800 oat sheaves 
had been taken away, and that a quantity of bundles of straw, which 
we had intended to thatch houses with, had been burnt. One over­
shot ruill was broken down, and two undershot mills likewise. Every­
thing was so laid waste that nothing could be found. My own 
<hrC'lling house was burnt down, the fruit trees had been chopped 
away, and kraals made of thC'm. A how;o of Da,-id Swanepoel's on 
thr farm had hrPn al!<o brokC'n down. 

EE 
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The homesteads of Engelbregt, Johannes Botha, Swanepoel, Pot­
gieter, and Greathead, had also been utterly ruined by them. 

(Signed) J. H. OLIVIER. 
Before me, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

Deposition of Mr. J. G. Landman. 
On this 13th September 1858, appeared before me, Johannes 

Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of Caledon River, together with the 
members of the Commission appointed by the Honourable Volks­
raad in its Session of 12th June last, the Burgher Johannes Gerhardus 
Landman who, being duly sworn, deposes :-

I live at Riet Kuil, ward of Wilgeboomspruit. In the year 1854 I 
was present at Jammerberg Drift at a conference between Sir George 
Clerk and Moshesh. I was one of the members requested by Sir George 
Clerk to make the line. J. P. Hoffman and Hendrik Olivier were 
likewise present (Moshesh having complained that ho had been com­
pelled to make the existing line), and which question it was the duty 
of Sir George Clerk to settle. ,ve (the members) asked Moshesh how 
he was willing to make the line. Sir George Clerk, Commissioner 
Owen, and Moshesh's Councillors were likewise present. Moshesh 
then proposed to make the line as follows:-

From the old abandoned School of Bamboes Spruit beyond Great 
River to Hanglip Mountain and in that direction, and thence to 
Baviaan Berg, thence between the .farm of Gustavus Fouche and 
Frans Cronje to Comrnissie ·Drift on Caledon, thence to Kame Nek, 
then to Leeuw Kop and thence to Kliphuis, from Kliphuis along the 
road to Paul Smit's Mountain. 

This line was however not accepted. Sir George Clerk afterwards 
inquired whether we had agreed with Moshesh. ,ve answered" No." 
He further inquired if many farms would fall out on the side of 
Moshesh. I cannot at this moment remember how many farms I 
enumerated. Sir George Clerk then thanked us for not having 
accepted the line offered by Moshesh,-for, said he, that would be too 
much for the Government (meaning the British) to compensate. We 
then separated. 

(Signed) J. G. LumYAN. 
In my presence, (Signed) J. S.\l"ER, LandJrost. 

Deposition of Jlr. J. G. Vermaak. 

On the 13th September 1858, appeared before me, Johannes Jacobus 
Sauer, Landdrost of Caledon River Dil'trict, besides the members of 
the Commission appointed by the Honourable Volksraad at its Sest:ion 
of the 12th June last. Johann<>R Gerhardus Vermaak, of Persiken 
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Fontein, in the District of Bloemfontein, who being duly sworn, 
deposes:-

In the year 1848 when Sir Harry Smith first travelled through this 
country I was with the Reverend Mr. Casalis at Thaba Bosigo, who 
rclateu to me that ho ac::ted as iuterprcte1· Letween Sir Harry Smith 
and Moshesh, and that he (l\foshesh) had given the ground to Sir 
Harry Smith as far as a white man dwelt. 

One o! Moshesh's suns, whose name has escaped me, told me the 
same thing. 

(Signed) J. G. VERMAAK. 
Before me on the above-named date, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

JJepo.sition of Mr. G. W. Fou,cJu!. 
On this 13th September 1858, appeared before me, Johannes Jacobus 

Sauer, Landdrost of the District of Caledon River, in presence of the 
Commission appointed by the Honourable Volksraad on the 12th June 
1858 to represent this State with His Excellency the Governor of 
Cape Colony, Gustavus Wilhelmus Fouche, who being duly sworn, 
doposes:-

1 am Fieldcornet of Upper Caledon River, and live at Klipplaats 
drift. About the year 1833, at the time when I migrated to this 
country from Cape Colony, the Emigrant farmers moved into and 
inhaLited the land between Caledon and Great Rivers. Thero were 
at that time no natives who claimed that country or who occupied any 
ground to the west of the now existing boundary between the Free 
State and Basutoland. 

Some of the Emigrant farmers having heard that Moshesh was the 
Chief, repaired to him and requested to continue to occupy their 
lauds. 

I have never heard that Moshesh had previously laid any claim to 
that ground whi~,h might have given occasion for this. I and other 
Emigrants never ascribed that right to Moshesh, and we continued t•> 
inhabit our farms by right of occupation. 

~Signed) G. W. Fouc11E. 
Sworn before me, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

lJeposition of Mr. F. J. C. Cro11je. 
Smithfield, 14th September, 1858. 

Appeared before me, Johannes Jacobus Sauer, Landdro1:1t of Caledon 
River District, Frans Johannes Cornelis Cronje, who being duly sworn 
deposes:-

I formerly resided in the District of Swellendam in Cape Colony, 
wht'ncr I rrmoved in the year 1831 to the District of Colesberg. In 

Ei~ 
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the month of June 1831, I camo through Great River to hunt with 
Piet Venter, Bo.rend Venter, Willem Venter, my brother Stepho.nus 
Cronje, Hendrik Weber-the Commandant of this District, and other 
Burghers. We then met with the missionaries Kolbe and Klerk with 
some Bushmen at Bethulie. 

There were no other natiYe tribes besides a few Bushmen who lived 
on game. At the upper mid or sourcP. of Kaffir River we met with 
about 20 Kaffirs or Basutos (large and small), without any cattle or 
means of subsistence, and we i-hot game for them. At Swartlapberg 
we also met with about 30 Kaffirs or Basutos. Those had built 10 or 
12 huts, and had about 12 or 15 goats and two sheep. At Platberg 
wo saw a fow old decayed tumble-down kraals, and the skeletons of 
human beings, whirh loy seatt<'red about in all directions. 

"' e thence went to Caledon on the other side of Plat berg, where 
Mo~hesh came to visit us. He was dressed in a kaross. sat on a chest­
nut mare, and was attended by 16 of his people, all on foot. Piet 
Venter made l\Ioshei;h a present of a woollen cap and a jacket. 
Moshesh related to us that there was a commando of Korannas at 
the Kimi in his neighbourhood, who had come to take his 
(Moshesh's) cattle. He asked us to help him to drive away the 
Korannas. We said we could not do so, because we were subjects of 
a King who would punish us if we helped Moshesh to drive away or 
shoot the Korannas. l\foshesh then asked us where our King lived. 
,ve then told him that the Engli;:h Government held the adminis­
tration of Cape Colony. 

From rlatberg we came down the Caledon. At Zevenfontein or 
Beersheba we likewise found a few Bushmen. I consider the country 
to have been then wholly uninhabited, and to have belonged to no 
one. In the year 1840, I left the district of Colesberg to settle on this 
side of Great River, the country was then still uninhabited or vacant, 
except Zevenfontein, where I found Mr. Rolland with about 30 Baro­
longs. In 1842 I went up Caledon to dose by Jammerberg to look 
for pasture. That region was then wholly uninhabited. After the 
year 1842 some Ilasutos came out of Cape Colony, who settled down a 
little to the east of the now existing bJumlary line; and after the year 
1845, the Basutos first began to press in (indringcn) between the 
Burghers. 

About 1844, or in the time when Moshesh sent his sons to Cape 
Colony, I met with him at Beersheba. l\Ioshesh then thanked me for 
the advice which we had giYen him to a1iply to the British Govern­
ment for protection against his enemies. Moshesh said that he now 
had peace, whereas he formerly sat like a baboon upon the mountains. 
l\~oshesl. told rue that when he saw us first on the hunting expedition 
he had then thought that we w•'re the owners of the country, but now 
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he saw that we were so. Moshe:sh told Illl' that I must remain on my 
farm, and my children after me. Moshesh, however, made on that 
oQcasion no direct claim to the grounds which are now occupied by the 
Burghers, nor did he own those grounds. It was not till within 4 or 
5 years past that the Basutos took possession in a forcible manner of 
the Burghers' £arms in the Koesberg ward. 

(Signed) F. J. CRONJE. 
Before me, (Signed) J. SAlTER, Landdrost. 

IJepoRifirm of Lenff S(//1,f/ Lepui. 
On this 14th September 1858, appeared before me, Johannes 

Jacobus Sauer, Landdrost of the District of Caledon River, in presence 
of the Commi~sion appointed by the Volksraad on the 12th June 
1S58 to represent this State with His Excellency the Governor of 
Cape Colony, Lena Sang Lepui, who being duly sworn, deposes:-

\Vhen my father came to reside at Bethulie, there was a school 
there £or Bushmen under the direction of the Missionary Klerk. Mr. 
Pl,llissier eamo with us to that place from the side of Vaal River, 
and by permission of Doctor Philip, he remained at Bethulie. In 
those days the country from that place along Great River and up 
Caledon was uninhabited (woest) excepting small kraals of Bushmen 
who were found there. The Boers also frequently trekked from out 
of Cape Colony over the river and sometimes stayed so long that 
they ploughed and sowed and made small gardens. The place most 
cultivated by them was Zevenfontein, now called Beersheba. 

I remember that the Boers who lived in this country were once 
called back to the Colony, and had to abandon tht•ir gardf>ns. 

Some of the Freneh Missionaries then lived with Moshesh at Thaba 
Bosigo. Mr. Rolland was then beyond Vaal River. Mr. Pellissier 
sent a message to him that he had found a fine place £or him ; he 
illllllediately came to look at it. They rode together to Zevenfontein, 
the place pleased him, and he (Rolland) went to reside there; but 
no one was living there whom he could teach. He then requested 
my father to allow Mooi t:> trek thither. My father gave his cor.sent, 
and Mooi went to live there. Afterwards Basutos came thither, also 
from out of Capo Colony, and continued to reside there. At that time 
the nearest Bmmto kraal or post was on the other side of Caledon, 
below J ammerberg. 

After that time Messrs. Rolland and Pellissier made a boundary 
line and divided the country. The line passed over Groenvallei, 
they agreed to assign the land u1> to that line on the one side to 
my father, and on the other side to Moshesh. Neither Moshesh 
nor any one on his behalf was present. I do not know why they 
assigned to Moshollh the land so far which was wholly uninhabited 
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by Basutos, but I think it wns because they were French Mission­
aries, and their Brethren lived with Moshesh. 

The Basutos were then very poor, they had not long before been 
driven by Sikonyela from their old dwellings higher up in the 
mountains. They came often on foot down from Tba ba Bosigo to 
exchange corn with us for goats. They carried the corn all that 
distance on their shoulders. 

MarkXof LENA. 
Sworn before me, (Signed) J. SAUER, Landdrost. 

IJeposition of .Mr. L. J. Fourie. 
On this 14th day of September 1858, appeared before me, James 

Michael Howell, Landdrost of Winburg Distriot, in presence of the 
Commission appointed by resolution of the Honourable Volksraad 
of 12th June 1858 to represent this State with His Excellency the 
Governor of Cape Colony, Louis Johannes Fourie, residing at 
Spitzkop, in Caledon River District, who being July sworn, deposes:-

I crossed Great River for the first time in the year 1825 with a 
Commission or rather hunting party. 

I crossed Orange River at Snnd drift and the Caledon at Glndde 
drift, and then proceeded up along Caledon to Jammerbcrg as far as 
the large mountain called Kolaskop. I saw no inhabitants, except 
a clump of Bushmen in the direction of the farm of Hendrik Mentz: 
on the other side of Caledon. I likewise returned by the same road. 
I passed through several times afterwards with my cnttl~ in the 
winter, between Caledon and Great River, and also over Oall:'don 
to the side of Modder River, and never met with anything but 
Bushmen, except in the year 1827, when I discovered Kaffirs for the 
first time. 

These came down from above the Caledon with pack oxen to trade 
among the white people with corn. I however saw no Kaffirs who 
had dwellings there. I cannot remember when the first Kaffirs 
came to live here. When I camd through in 183.j, I saw dwellings of 
Kaffire and white people. The Knffirs lived in the Koesbergen. 
I once rode with a hunting party to Vaal River, on riding thither 
I found white people at Zevenfontein who were then ploughing and 
sowing and dwelling there. 

Before me. (Signed) J . .\.'1ES HowELL, Landdrost. 

Letter frow1 tl,e Ch14 Mo41esh to the H(ql1 Co111111issioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, lith September, 1858. 

Youa ExcELLEXCY,-I beg to express my great regret and grief 
at causing you to come as far as Tbaba Bosigo after you had come 
so far for the good of the country. 
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Having sont to Your Excellency by writing and by trustworthy 
messengers what I have to say about the affairs you so kindly have 
come to settle, I had hoped you would be able to bring them to a 
conclw1ion without my being present. I fear my messengers have not 
done all I expected from them. 

Let me in treat Your Excellency not to be angry with me on account 
of my having not gone myself to the meeting at Beersheba. You 
will not ascribe it to my evil feeling, but you will remember that 
I am old, and that on account of the state of my health I am much 
afraid to undertake any long journey. 

Be pleased to come with mercy to your most humble and most 
grateful friend. 

Mark X 'of MosnEsn. 

Letter from tl~ President of tM Orang, FretJ Stat, to tM High 
Commissioner. 

Beersheba, 17th September, 1858. 
SIR,-! think it right, as Your Excellency is on the point of 

starting for Thaba Bosigo, to inform you that thefts of cattle, sheep, 
and horses by Poshuli's people are of daily occurrence between Smith­
field and Aliwal North, which seem to be on the increase. Half 
an hour ago I had a report from one Schalk van der Merwe, who 
has just left again, that he was yesterday in pursuit of thieves 
who had stolen fi...-e of his oxen, and that be overtook them, being 
lh·e of Poshuli's Kaffirs mounted aud armed, who fired at him, and 
that ho returned their fire, and shot two of the thieves in one shot, 
and recovered his oxen, but being alone he could not follow the 
thieves any further. 

Such a state of things I think can hardly fail to bring on hostilities 
again very soon. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 

Ldtrr from tlie Cl1i,f Moslush to tlie High Commissioner. 
Morija, 20th September, 1858. 

MY LoRD,-I rejoice at your arrival. I am in your bands, if you 
can grant me help. As regards the matters in the writings of the 
hoers, I do not enter into dispute about them. I p".lt down the spear 
on account of the word of Boshof, who said you, my Lord, would 
interfere to bring about an arrangement in our contest. The word 
which gave me pleasure was your saying, let old matters be in 
oblivion and let us speak of new matters. If affairs rest as they 
are in the writing of the Boers we see no means of entering upon 
new subjects. 

But oh ! my master, I have looked to you to take up the interests 
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of tlw Boers awl tlw~e of the Basuto equally. It was my word, 
before the ;,ar commenced, that our matters should be referred to 
you, but Boshof would not ; he said he had nothing to refer to the 
Governor at that time. 

I brg of you, my Lord, to accord me a Ilrivate interview. I am 
your servant, 

(Signed) MosnESH. 

Letter from the Chief Moshesh to tl1e High Com111issio11er, 
l\Iorija, 20th September, 1858. 

l\fy Lonn,-With regard to tho limit question I desire to submit to 
you that the lands of Beersheba and of Hebron were not taken from 
the Basuto country by the line of l\Iajor \Varden. I am also prepared 
to prove that the rulers of the English who came to this eountry, 
after the line was laid down, }Jromised that the Warden line should 
be annulled and pushed back. 

I would wish to agree with Your Excelleney that the lands uf 
Beersheba shall extend towards Smithfieltl as they do in the line 
called Warden's, and the line shall be taken up where the Beer~heba 
lands fall into the Calt~don River to the South, thence brought over 
Lichueneng (Bavian's Berg) and stretch to the place of I3lauw Colms, 
south of Koesberg, from thenc~e to the Fika la Bokiba (Wittebergen;, 
a right of road being reserved to the Basutos and others travelling to 
and from Aliwal. I am Your Excellency's obedient Serrnnt, 

l\Iark X of J\lomESII. 

Letter from flit IIigh Cu111111i8siona to the CltiPf J/o.y/,e~/1. 
On the road a few hours from Mol'ija, 

20th September, 18,j8, 
GREAT CmEF l\fos11E811,-Your letter dated I ith SC'pteruher has just 

reached me, about 40 miles to the south of your mountain, where 
I shall arrive early to-morrow. Great Chief, you must excuse me 
for saying I cannot understand you. You now tell me you are old, 
and that on account of the state of your health you are afraid to 
undertake any long journey. "71ien I saw you a few days since you 
were strong and well, although I told you it would be more convenient 
for me to meet you at Aliwal, as saving me a long journey, you 
yourself named Beersheba as the place of meeting, and promised to 
meet me there on the 15th, you then expressed no fear of the journey. 

I made a huITied journey of nearly 450 miles to be at the place 
of meeting at the time named. You wrote to me 011 the 8th Sep­
tember, to tell me you would not come to the place of meeting; 
had you sent that letter direct to Aliwul, it would have met me on 
the 11th, and have prevented me from going uselessly to the place 
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where I was to mPet you, and have saved me the last -!O or ,-jO 

miles of my journl'Y; but you eau~ed your letter ouly to be delivered 
to me at the place of meeting on the morning of tho 15th, I having 
arrived there the previous day, and this, although I had told you that 
time was of the greatest consecptence to me. 

To the meeting you sent not your elder sons or principal Chiefs, but 
a set of messengers, who, under the circumstances, it was in your 
absence a public affront to send to me. That this was well known 
to your people was shown by the disrespectful remarks some of them 
made, and the rumours that were s1iread. I wish now to say no 
more on the subject. I should have acted differently after what 
has taken place, had I been ading for myself, but I now act on 
bt:>half of other persons. 

I recently did my utmost to show my warm personal interest in your 
people, and my friendly disposition to yourself. I now appear in 
a simple official capacity to try to make arrangements for peace 
betWl'On yourself ancl the Orange Free State, and this I shall exert 
myself to do with a view solely to the public interests of the country, 
notwithstanding what has taken place. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Ldta Ji·om tl1e Chfrf MosheRh to the High Co111111iRsio11er. 
Morija, 23rd September, 1858. 

Yoi:R ExcELLEXCY,-1 have placed in your bamls several propo­
sitions to lay bdoro the Government of the Free State. I have made 
concessions of no small value, but it has been with the hope of 
securing peaee and a good understanding. 

If I accept one of the conditions in the proposed treaty, eoncerning 
the right of hunting, I do so with serious apprehensions, for I am 
in a measure shutting my people out from the means of obtaining 
food. 

This I would heg Your Excdlency to do in my behalf : Lot the 
President, if peace is coneluded, give orders suspending the restric­
tions laid upon Basutos going to hunt until my people deprived of 
food by war can again obtain means of subsistance; this will I trust 
be as soon as they reap their (mabele) corn. I have, &c., 

Mark X of Mos11ESII. 

Letter from the Citic/ Morol.:o to tl1c Higli Commissioner. 
Thaba Nchu, 23rd September, 1858. 

Srn,-1 have the honour most painfully to inform you that having 
proceeded from here on the 9th instant for the purpose of meeting 
Your Excellency ut Beersheba, as also on the same day I started 
not less than 600 mou of my tribe upon a hunting excursion, for tho 
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double purpose (as i::1 my custom) of keeping tho mind and body 
in active employment, as also to prevent in my absence any depre­
dations being committed by any of my people. I beg to state that 
upon the 4th day after my departure from here that my station was 
surrounded by an armed commando of Basutos of Moshesh's Tribe, 
with a view, as I have been most faithfully and positively infonnE>d, of 
making an attack hereon, the consequences of which in its theu 
defensive state I leave to Your Excellency to conceive. It grieves me 
as a loyal subject to undergo such persecution, being without a friend 
to guide or assist me. 

The truth of the above statement we have been most confidentially 
informed of by one of Moshesh's own subjects, who has in several 
instan1:es warned us of the danger that hangs over us : the same 
faithful informant further states that the intended attack was pre­
meditated and was only prevented being carried into effect by the 
fact of the commando falling in with two Englishmen proceeding 
from this place to Platberg. 

I have since also been informod that it is the full determination 
of Molitsane (a powerful chief of the Basutos) to nttack me as soon 
as the state of the country and his horsos will allow, so that I 
most humbly beg to state that I am myself and subjeds in great 
concern from the nature of such reports, as also fearing that such 
will be carried into effect. I therefore determined forthwith to apprise 
Your Excellency therewith, trusting that some future hope may 
still be held out for me and my tribe, and that we may yt't be restored 
by the hand of power to a state of peaee and happiness, which is 
and ever shall be my most sincere desire. 

I am also so1Ty to state that stealing to a very extensive degree 
is being carried on by the Basutos in this quarter at this present. 

I must also beg that Your Excellency will accept my most sincere 
gratitude and thanks for all your kind considerations towards me, 
and also at the same time beg that the above will have your earliest 
consideration, and shall as in duty bound ever pray. 

(Signed) MoRoKo, Chief. 

E.ctracts from a J)espatch of the High Commissioner to tlkl Secretary of 
State for tlie Colonies. 

Aliwal North, 25th September, 1858. 
2. So soon therefore as I had given the directions above alluded to, 

for sending reinforcements to India, I again rode across the country 
for the territory of the Basutos, which I reached on the 14th instant, 
so as to be ready for the meeting with the Basuto Chief, which was to 
take place on the 15th. He did not, however, keep his promise, 
and did not attend the meeting, at which the preliminaries of the 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1858J B.\SUTOL.\.',1> HECOHDS. ·I-IJ 

proposed pence were to be finally arranged, nor did he send to the 
meeting any per~ons empowered to net for him. The aspect of affairs 
was therefore, from these and other causes, very gloomy, and a 
general war in South Africa seemed almost unavoidable. 

3. With the details of what has since transpired, I will not now 
trouble you. It will be sufficient to say that all difficulties appear 
clearing away, and that I hope upon Monday, the 27th instant, the 
terms of peace will be finally agreed on. But it has been necessary 
for me to go into the heart of Basutoland, in order to see the Chief at 
his own residence. My journeys have thus recently been necessarily 
so rapid ; and I have been so far lost sight of from the Colony, 
that the thread of passing events has been for the last few days 
lost between myself and the Colonial authorities. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

The Beersheba Affair. 

During the months of January and February many letters were 
exchanged between Mr. Sauer and Nehemiah l\loshe«h, containing 
complaints and explanations conrerning Poshuli and Leuenya. This 
correspondence led to the two meetings between the parties, on the 
other side of the Caledon, the particulars of which are already known 
to Moshesh, and to which I shall have to allude in the following 
statement. 

Having been the translator of the abovc>1J1entioned letter~, I ean 
testify that they were of the most friendly nature on both sides. 

On the 22nd Feuruary, I received a letter from Mr. Sauer, which 
may be considered as the beginning of the unhappy affair of 
Beersheba, and which I here transcribe. 

Smithfield, 22nd February, 1858. 
Revd. S. Rolland, Beersheba. 

MY DEAR Sm,-I am duly in receipt of my friend Nehemiah's letter 
of this date, which was translated by you, and for which I beg to 
return you my thanks. 

Having heard that Mo1,letsi was going out in a few days with a 
large hunting party, and as it would cause a great deal of excitement 
in the present unsettled state of the country, and perhaps lead to 
a collision with our Burghers, may I request you to explain to the 
chief Mooletsi that such conduct would be improper at the present 
time, and that I further request him to keep his people at the station 
until peace and trauquillity can be restored on the frontier. With 
best wishes, &c., 

(Signed) J. SAUER, 
P.S.-I hope to pay Nehemiah a visit to-morrow. 

(Initialed) J. S. 
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Moeletsi took this as a frit·ndly warning, put off his hunting expe­
dition, and kept his people on the station as much as possible. At 
that time there were many of Mot>letsi's 11eople living at cattle posts 
and villages as far as Elandsberg, close to Nehemiah's kraal. These 
could not be gathered on the station, and there was neeessarily some 
intercourse with them. Two days later I received the following 
letter from Mr. Sauer in Dutch, whieh I hero tram.late. 

Smithfield, 2-tth Fel1ruary, 1858. 
REVD. Srn,-By order of the President, I have to rc>q1wst you to 

give orders to the people on your Station to remain still and quiet, 
whatever may happen, for if they are found armed, the Station will 
pay for it most dearly and be broken up (opgebroken worden). Be 
so good as to tran:::lato the above to the Chief Moeletsi. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. S,n:Eu. 
This order caused a great sen,mtion amongst the chiefs and people. 

Modetsi said : ,v e can rect•ive orders only from Moshesh, and the 
President has no right to rule over us. Nehemiah also disapproved 
of this way of acting, and requested a copy of the above order for 
his father. I stated to the people that in my opinion the Pret-ident 
had no right to give orders to Mo:c-hesh's people. At the same 
time I tried to make them understand that their obedience to it 
might preserve peace, and that as tlwy did not intend to espouse 
the quarrel of Poshuli and others, who had given umbrage to the 
Free E'tate,. they had better comply with tho restrictions laid upon 
tht>m. This satisfied them, and the next day the c-hiefs Moc>letsi, 
Mareka, and Mooi came to dednre to me that in ease the Free State 
should make war on Poshuli, they were determined to rPmain neutral. 
The same dt>daration wa:i rept>atcd several times, and all remainrd 
quiet on the Station. I had made tht>m understand that if any of 
them were not disposed to keep neutral they had better quit the 
Station. 

About the end of February, Mr. Sauer held the first meeting over 
the Cale1lon with ~ehemiah Moshe,-h. The latter had <·ailed some 
of our men to attend, and a few wtc>nt, urnmucd, for doing which 
they were blamed hy l\fr. Sauer. The chiefs went to Smithfield 
to give an explanation, they told Mr. Sauer that they had gonll to 
the meeting because they were calll'd to it, not as to a meeting for 
purpose of war but to try and preserve pence. Mr. Sauer could not 
contraditt this, and said, "Well I have warned you, it is your 
affair." lie promisod them peace, provided they would maintain 
a strict neutrality. They returned to the Station, saying it was all 
right. 

At tho second meeting Nehemiah wrote to me saying: " As 
" Mr. Sauer was not rleased at your people coming to the Inst 
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" meeting, I have not invited them this time, though I should 
" very much have liked some of the chief men to attend n.s wit­
" nesses, and hear what I say. It is however better that they remain 
" on your side of the river, lest they should again be found fault 
" with." After this 2nd meeting, held on the 10th March, at 
which the President was present, our chiefs received an order 
from Letsie to attend a meeting (Pitso) called by him. Our chiefs 
were very reluctant to obey, haYing made up their minds to be 
neutral. At length l\fareka was deputed to go unarmed and merely 
to hear the ne"s. Mareka arrived too late to assist at that meeting. 
He was however accused by Jan Letelle of having promised to heli, 
Nehemiah in case of war. That accusation was sent to the President, 
as I have seen it in the Frirnd. Jan Letelle is well known as a man 
unworthy of confidence. He is a notorious thief, and a traitor to 
his chief ; he became an ally of the Free State, as his deeds have 
proved, and this after the Free State had publicly denied the fact. 
The following is an extract from the minutes of the meeting held 
at Middlekraal, 23rd October 185i, and sent to Nf'hemiah by the 
Landdrost of Smithfield :-

Tran11lation. 

" That it is not the intention or the wi-;h of the Free State Govern­
" ment to have anything to do with any question of removal 
"(plaatselyk) between the Basuto nation, nor in any circumstances 
"to destroy the good understanding which exists between our 
" Government and the Paramount Chief Moshesh for the suppression 
"of theft, by encouraging the Captain Jan Letelle and others who 
" have made application to be reeeived by the Free State Gon,rnn.ent 
"to withdraw their allegiance from l\foshesh. 

"J. SAUER." 

A few days before the attack upon Beersheba, Mooi was called 
to Smithfield, and had a meeting with the Landdrost. According 
to Mooi's statement, all was still peace, and there was no intention 
of war against us. All was quiet as usual on the station, commerce 
was carried on still with Smithfield; until late on Saturday, 20th 
March, traders from that place were filling thPir waggons with corn, 
and would have seon if tlwre had been anything like preparation 
for war. The strougost proof that the people of Beersheba had no 
intention to fight is that l\Ir. Sauer found on his arrival (23rd) all 
their cattle on the place autl at. the outposts. It is wrll known that 
in time of war the cattle. women, and children are removed to a 
place of safety. 

What made us still more confident was that, not only had we done 
nothing to injure the Free State. hM·ing maintained a good under­
standing ";th the authoritieR, '.)Ut 'Wfl had also received official 
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assurance that their intentions towards us were of the most friendly 
nature. Having written to Mr. Sauer to ask him whether in case 
of war he thought there would be any danger for the Beersheba 
people, and what security he could give me of the missionaries' 
property being respected, I instantly received the following answer:-

" Smithfield, 18th March, 1858. 
" To the Revd. S. Rolland, Beersheba. 

"MY DEAR Srn,-I beg to state in reply to yours, that should war 
" be declared it would be waged against the offenders, and not against 
"the Natives who will observe a strict neutrality. With regard to 
"the property of the missionaries, &c., I have only to remark that 
" the laws of the State are a sufficient guarantee that it will be 
" respected. 

"J. SAUER." 

The evening before the attack I received the following:-

Government Notice. 
Smithfield, 2~nd Mareh, 1858. 

" To the Revd. Messrs. Rolland and Schuh, of the French Missionary 
"Society, Mooi, Captain of the Barolongs, and Moeletsi, Cap­
" tain of the Bamonageng, and all resident at Beersheba. 

" Whereas war was declared by His Honour the President of the 
•· Free State, with advice and consent of the Executive Council, on 
" the 19th March, at Bloemfontein, against the Basuto Chief Moshesh 
"and against all who acknowledge his supremacy, or who assist him 
" either directly or indirectly against the Government of that State,­

·" and whereas it is not the wish or intention of the Government of this 
" State to treat as enemies peaceable natives (not subjects of Moshesh) 
"found within the limits of this State and who remain neutral, but 
'' on the contrary to protect them so long as they remain still and 
" quiet. The Landdrost, therefore, hereby makes known to the afore­
" said Missionaries and Captains that they will be respecfod in their 
" persons and property, on condition that neither they nor any of 
" them hold any communication or correspondence whatsoever with 
" the hostile Basutos, or their associates, during the war, or assist in 
" the foast degree the enemies of this State, on pain of imprisonment, 
'' confiscation of goods, and being treated as enemies. The Landdrost 
" further makes known to the Captains of Beersheba that it is the 
" wish of His Honour the President that they give a suitable 
" guarantee for their quiet behaviour, to obtain which the Landdrost 
"will come to-morrow to Beersheba and make arrangements on the 
" subject. 

" Since war has been proclaimed, it cannot be expected that the 
" Lan<l<lrost can come ·unarmed, and the Lauddrost therefore desires 
" that th<' !'.aid l\Iissionaries will make this known to the :people of 
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" Beersheba, in order that no uncalled for excitement or fear may be . 
" produced, for the coming of the 1,anddrost is of an altogether 
" friendly nature. 

" Given under my hand and seal, at Smithfield this twenty-second 
"day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 

" J. SAUER." 

To this I sent the following reply :-
" Beersheba, 22nd March, 1858. 

"To J. Sauer, Esq., Landdrost, Smithfield. 
"MY DEAR Sm,-1 have received your communication of to-day, in 

" which you make known to us that His Honour the State's President 
" has declared war against Moshesh and his tribe, and the intention of 
"your Government to treat as friendly those Natives who shall keep 
"a strict neutrality. That is my desire, and I dare say that of 
" the people of this place, to do the same. I have read your com­
" munication to the chiefs, and they say they will hear you to-morrow. 
" I remain, &c., 

"s. ROLLAND." 

I must here state that I received thi'! notice on the evening of the 
22nd. The attack took place next morning, the 23rd, and not the 
24th, as stated by Mr. Sauer. This was the first notice I received 
that war had been proclaimed. The commando was already marching, 
or at least, the order to march had already been given, not to come 
as stated, and arrange matters in a friendly way, but, as I afterwards 
learned, with the intention of attacking the Station. This can be 
proved by the following letter to J. W. Spruit, Government Secretary, 
Bloemfontein, written t/,e same da!f (March 22nd) as the above Govern­
ment notice. 

Mr. Sauer writes:-
" I shall march against Beersheba early to-morrow morning. 

" Commandants Van der Walt and Weber will together bring one 
" hundred men, another hundred will take up a position to keep 
"Nehemiah in check. I have heard that that Chief has fled with 
" Poshuli to the mountains. From Commandant Ackero1an I have 
" asked one hundred m(ln, Fieldcornet Tuljaard will furnish 60 more, 
" so that a favourable result may be calculated on." 

If the coming of the Landdrost was of an altogether friendly 
nature, and if he intended to settle matters in a friendly way, why 
come with a whole comuamdo and a cannon ? ·why place an ambush 
on the Caledon to prevent any from escaping? Since according to 
the decision of the Executive Council " all suspected persons shall 
be compelled to quit the Station." They were only fulfilling what it 
had been determined they should be compelled to do. And why 
upon his arrival, did not the Landdrost come to my house, call the 
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chiefs together, and hear what they had to say? This would have 
been the right way of coming to an amicable understanding. But 
Mr. Sauer will say, his Government knew that they were hostile. 
Th<lll if so. why did he write to imy his coming was of an altogether 
friendly nature ? 

The fact is. this attack had been detorminC'd tq)on by the Executive 
Council which met at Bloemfontein on the 19th March (see Frimd, 
June 18th), "Article 4. that the population of Beersheba or Zeven­
" fontein must be brought into subjection to this State; in case of 
" resistance, should need be, the force of arms must be employed 
'· against it. All subjected persons shall be compelled to quit the 
" Station. and that until war be at an end, the Chiefs residing at 
" such station, or principal persons, shall be detained as hostages." 
(See also note at the end of Article 5 ). 

The people as well as myself were unaware of what had been 
decided on by the Executive Council, and still trusting to the 
assurances given to us by the Landdrost, we expected to be treated 
in a friendly manner, and that if war was proclaimed, it would be 
waged against the offenders as stated above to me by Mr. Sauer. 

During the short interim between Mr. Sauer's letter and his arrival, 
a private letter had been received by some of our people from 8mith­
fit,ld. stating that a commando wa~ on its way that evening to destroy 
Beersheba by next morning. Moeletsi had also received a verbal 
message to the same effect, and these reports spreading, the people 
became alarmed and began to fly from the Station during the night. 

Moeletsi, who was th<' principal Chief, left with his family and the 
greater part of his men capable of bearing arms, the remainder, 
excepting one man who lived apart, left enrly next morning with their 
cattle. \Vhilst this was going on, I hun-iedly app.ised the Landdrost 
of the state of alarm into which the people had been thrown, and 
recommended to him caution in coming on the place, still supposing 
that Mr. Sauer was coming, as he had led us to expect, with a body 
guard only, to arrange matters peaceably. The Friend of tl1e Free 
Staft• has published a note said to h1we been written by me on thnt 
occasion, and which I must accept as such, for I wrote it very hastily 
and hpt no copy of it. I transcribe it ns it stands in tho Friend:-
" J. Saner, Esq., Smithfield, or on the Road. 

"MY DE.\R Sm.-Some of the people, (referring to Moeletsi) are 
'· decei,;ng me. (harn disappointed me. would ha,·e better convey<'d 
" my meaning). They have nlanned the peaceful party, Mooi. 
'' Marelm, and others, Bast.ards and Fingos. All sorts of bad reports 
" come to us from Smithfield. The women of Moeletsi's party aro 
" gone through. I tried to persuade the men to go also, and we, the 
" pra,,,,ahlt, party. to lrnve rflmainPd on the place. In such an affray 
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"(fright) if you think proper to come, you must do it with the 
" greatest prudence. I would have liked you to give them a day, and 
"those who are for war let them go to the enemy. 

"Yours in groat anxiety, faithfully, 
" S. RoLLAND." 

'' MvelPtsi is 11fmid to give hostages. They do not know that 
"custom.-S. R." 

Before the aITival of the Landdrost, I succeeded in restoring some 
degree of confidence to those remaining on the Station. As already 
stated, the people of Moeletsi had gone away, so that nearly all who 
could have offered any resistance had left, and consequently none was 
offered, though some may have been naturally reluctant to give up 
their guns. 

About 9 o'clock the Boer Commando appeared on the hills sur­
rounding the Station. They came up in every direction and took 
up their position in the village in the midst of the town without any 
opposition. I then went to meet the Landdrost with a white flag, 
and some Boers on the hill before me, shouting, hoisted red hand­
kerchiefs on their guns. 

Before I could reach the Landdrost, I was met by a messenger 
on horsebatk, sent by him to enquire whether it was peace on the 
Station. I answered "peace," and added that Moeletsi and all who 
could have shown any opposition had left and crossed the Caledon. 
He galloped back, and I returned to my house, wishing to avoid 
the signal of the red handkerchiefs. My answer was well under­
stood, for soon after I heard one of the Commandants calling to hie 
llll'll : '' All is right on the place, come down and pursue Moeletsi," and 
about one half of the commando raced past my door. After a while, 
Mr. Janson brought the order that in five minutes all the people 
were to give up their amu, or they would be fired upon. I called 
on the remaining l'hiefs, Mooi and Mareka, to order all the guns 
in the pusses~ion of their people to be brought. Mareka said, "the 
" Lamhlrost has already all my guns in Smithfield with my children 
'' who were taken prisoners," but he went up to his house and bn•ught 
out his club, spears, and battle-axe, with what there were of arms 
belonging to his people. Mooi ran twice to his village to get all the 
guns there. :\Ir. Jan~on was yet wakhing me gathering them into 
a heap in the street when he was called away, and counted 13. I 
was still collecting more when the cannon opened fire. This was 
the signal fur a general fusilade, which lasted for 10 or 1.5 minutl's. 
I was of cour;;e obliged to discontinue, and take refuge in my houst', 
the people alarmed rushing in after me. A~er the firmg hnd ceased, 
came m1other ordt•r, of a minutes like the first, for the people to 
deliwr nll thl'ir cnttl<'. It was instantly complied with by the chil'fa 
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and people, and the cattle were llriven to the commando. Either from 
fear, or the summons not having reached it, one cattle kraal at a 
distance from my house remained unopened, and a second firing 
followed like the first. The firing had caused some of my horses 
and cattle to spring out of the kraal, but it was also opened and 
everything in it driven out. Then a messenger was sent to ask 
for the guns I had gathered. I delivered them to him, with the battle 
axes, &c. The Landdrost then sent a man, saying that the slag 
was over, and calling the people out of my house, he stood on a 
waggon and proclaimed peace. He added that as the Landdrost was 
unable to come in person, the chiefs were requested to go to him and 
settle matters. I sent Mareka and Mooi immediately. The former 
was at once made fast and taken prisoner of war, and told that his 
property was confiscated, being charged with having sent nine of his 
young men a day or two before as spies on a lager of Boers,-though 
Mareka and others had declared to me that those young men had 
gone to look for horses; of this I had apprised the Landdrost on 
the 19th. Mooi was kept as a prisoner at large, and told that he 
should recover his property as well as that of his people, and that 
his village should be respected. He accompanied the Landdrost to 
Smithfield, and the Station was consequently without a chief. 

Whilst still perfectly astound{'d at what had befallen us, the chiefs 
being still detained in the ramp, came another messenger, saying that 
some people had been seen in the village on the hill with guns, and a 
written order was given to me, stating that if in five minutes all the 

· people were not gathered at my house, they should pay with their lives. 
The following is a copy :-

" 23sten Maart. 
" Aan de bewoners van Zevenfontein. 

" Indien niet alle in vijf minuten 1Jij de woning van den heer 
" Zendeling zijn, zullen zij met hunne !even moeten boeten. 

"J. SAUER." • With a trembling hand, I wrote hastily on a slip of paper ( one of 
the summons I had received) a few lines, imploring mercy in the name 
of God, praying that the lives of those persons might be spared, but 
in vain. I instantly sent off messengers with white flags to call these 
people and tell them of their danger. One of these messengers made 
the following statement concerning those unfortunate young men, 
whose only fault was hesitation in parting with their guns. He says 
they were holding their hor~es by the bridles ready to come to my 
house when a shot from the cannon shattered the head of one of them. 
The rest fled into a ravine, where they were pursued and shot. My 
messenger ran back to my hous{', through the flying balls. Thrt>e 
other men had concf>alPd thf>mst>lV<'s in a house, where they dcfended 
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themselves, but they were at last persuaded to come out by some of 
our people and were made prisoners, and the greater part of the 
village was set on fire. With this single exception the firing, as far 
as I know, was all on the Ride of the BoerR. 

Orders were given that tho poople might come out of my house, 
but that they were not to return to their own houses till the search 
for guns was over. The whole town was given up to pillage, and 
the Boers loaded themselves with all kinds of booty, clothes, karosses, 
money, &c., &:c. The Lnnddrost returned to Smithfield, and towards 
evening Mr. Janson came into my house, accompanied by some of the 
Commandants and Fieldcornets, to bring me a little scrap of paper 
written by the Landdrost, forbidding any one to touch my property 
or that of Mooi. 

CoPY. 
'' Een ieder en een iegelijk wordt gewaarsehuwd niets van het 

" eigendom van den Zendeling aan te tasten, of van het eigendom 
"van Mooi. 

"J. SAUER. 

"23sten Maart 1858." 
Mr. Janson said it was rather late to go and pick out my horses, 

cattle, and sheep, but that he would come in the morning to take my 
affidavit. Mr. Weber apologized for the Landdrost not coming to my 
house, saying he was " verzondigt," and could not do so. I recom­
mended the Rev. Mr. Cochet of Hebron to him, and said I hoped hie 
property would be respected. I received as my answer, "Natuur­
lyk." I was likewise promised protection for the night, as a party 
of Boers would be left near the Station, but when they were joined 
by some returning from the pursuit of Moeletsi and bringing the 
false report that a large commando of Kaffirs was coming on, they 
all galloped off together with their booty, and unfortunately, most 
if not all of these fair promises were likewise broken. 

B~· order of the Commandant I was told that three waggons were 
confiscated upon Mareka's property, and that we must see that no one 
took them away before the corn was sent for. "\Vhen, however, the 
farmers came, they took off many more with ploughs, &c. 

,vith regard to what happened beyond the Caledon, I shall not say 
much, as I was not present. Nehemiah Moshesh, so far from coming 
to assist us, as Mr. Sauer states, had left 2 or 3 days previously. 

There could not have been any other Basutos except those belonging 
to the station itself, or living at the outposts. Had there been, as 
stated, any plan of resistance, would not these people have been 
collt'cted on the Station, and would lioeletsi, the responsible Chief, 
have fled and left them there ? 

My situation became unbearable, not merely on account of the 
Ff~ 
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distressing pillage going Oil! around me, but on account of the very 
stringent order of the President, which was sent to me the day after 
the attack and reiterated in a subsequent letter from Mr. Sauer. The 
following is a copy of the order ::,..._ 

" All the Basutos belonging to the Chiefs Mareka and Moeletsi,. 
" who have been or now are at Beersheba, shall be treated as enemies 
" of this State, and h)gether with the subjects or followers of the 
"abovementioned chief shrul enjoy no pence as long as they are found 
" on this side of the Caledon River. 

"The women of Mareka and Moeletsi shall be spared (verschoond), 
" and must go over the Caledon with their children and corn. This 
"however must be quickly done. If Mareka or Moeletsi's people 
" shall venture to come on the Station, a commando shall come to set 
"all on fire. 

"J. SAt'ER." 

Being cut off from all communication with the greater part of my 
congregation, my liberty, my property. nnd my life heing endangered, 
I was fully justified in leaving Beersheba, which I diJ on the 26th. 

I have now given the facts in the ordt•r in whieh they took place, 
and any one reading them with impartiality will be com;nct'd 
that the coming of the Landdrost, wit.h a commando, was of any but 
au "altogether friendly nature." If not, why did he send an 
ambush on the Caledon beforehand? 'Why did he not come by the 
main road, instead of taking a road through the mountains, coming 
up in every direction and surrounding the 11lace? 

"'hy, as I 1,aid before, did he not come straight to my house, or 
cnll the chit>fs to arrange matters, nftt>r I had derlnred that we were at 
peace, and then send the chiefs to gather all the guns within a 
reasonable time given? 

\Vhy did the Landdrost send the second summons fur the delin•ry 
of the cattle? Was the people's complianc,3 with the first order, for 
the laying down of arms, not 1mfficient guarantee of their neutrality. 

If a l,attlc was fought, as Mr. Sauer states, how had we not a 
single wound,~d man ? 

Mr. Sauer will answer to some of these questions. that he knew the 
people were hostile. Then why did he write to say he was simply 
coming to make annngemt·nts, that they must not be alarmed if ht• 
came armed, that his coming was of an altogether friendly nature? 

In closing my statement I would request of Moshesh that he draws 
the attention of His Excellem:y to the statement of the President, 
that Bocmheba and Ilobron are both within tho limits of the Free 
State. This is contrary to all known and published documents. 

The boundary duimed hy the Fn•c State is that, I believe, made by 
Major \Yurden in ~f'ptemh<'r !Rt!). The only docunwnt I know o{ 
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that transaetion is a dmrt signed by ~foshesh and one witnt•ss. of 
which I obtained a copy at the time. with copies of lloshe:;h's letten 
on the signing of it, and of the British Resident's answer, these I 
will enclose for refnence to His Excellen!'y. 

His Excellency will please to notice the 2nd artide in Moshesh's 
letter. where he says, "That you make proper limits for Beersheba 
"and Hc>hron, and lal'.'tly that tht're be au outlet or free space of at 
"least two miles wide from these parts to those places." 

l. In the answer of the British Resident there was no objection 
made to this arrangement. 

2. I never received the least intimation that the Sovereignty or the 
Free State considered either Beersheba or Hebron within their limits. 

3. Moshesh never cease(l to govern those places. In every difficulty 
which has ever arisen between them and the Sovereignty, or the 
:Free State, the question has always been referred to Moshesh or his 
representatives. 

-t. Although the outlets referred to were never mado, the two 
Stations have never ceased to form part of Basut-0land, or to be 
inhabitod by subjects of Moshesh. 

5. That these Stations were not considered as being in the Free 
State is proved by the fact that on the proclamation of war against 
l\Ioshesh they wt•re the fir><t plact•s to be attacked. 

The former inhal,itants of Beersheba will not be well able to return 
until this point is dt•arly settled. 

This document to be laid before His Excl'llency, by Moshl'8h. 
Furnished by me. 

(Signed) S. RoLLA..."\'D, V.D.M. 

Ohserrnti()ll8 by the Co111111is81011 «ppui11t,,d to reprt'-•enf tlie O,·«11!/e Free 
Sl11fr 1citl1 His E.callmcy the G()ranor of C11pe Colony, 011 t!te 

IJornmenf laid b~/'ore His E.urlle11c_11 011 fht• part 1![ tlte 
Chfrf Jlo-~he.slt, and head,,d " Th6 Brer.slt,•ba 

.AJl'air." 
The Commission appointed by the Volk;.raad on the 12th June last 

to represent the Orange Frl'e State with His Excellency tho Governor 
of the Capo Colony, on the occasion of His Excellc1H'y's metlintion 
betwl'en that State and the Basuto Chit>f Moshe:-h, has the hnnour to 
lny before His Exet'llenC'y the following observations on the Dnl'11111ent 
entitled " the ·Beersheba Affair," and sig-nl'd S. Rolland.· Y.D.M., 
which document has bl'en submitkd to Ilis Excellem·y on tlw part of 
the Chil'f Moshesh, and laid on the table by His Ei.cellenq at the 
conference holden at Beert.<heba on the 16th September last. 

Were it not for the positive decision by His Excellency that the 
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abovonamed Document must be regarded as proceeding from Moshesh, 
the Commission would probably not have answered it at all. 

In consequence, however, of that decision, the Commission regards 
itself called on to do so, and desires to prevent its silence from leading 
to the supposition that it admits the accuracy of the facts stated or the 
reasonings advanced in said document, which in a number of instances 
is very far from being the case. 

The Commission is at the same time unable clearly to discern the 
connexion which can exist between His Excellency's mediation and 
the question whether the acts described in the document in question 
as having been doue by the Free State people against the Beersheba 
Station, were performed in due form or in a suitable manner, or not, 
considering that said acts took place after the Declaration of war of 
19th of March last, and that, as the Commission thinks, His Excel­
lency's judgment thereupon can exercise no influence on the terms of 
His Excellency's mediation. 

The Commission therefore confined itself to showing the inaccuracies 
appearing in said document, and considers it wholly out of place on 
this occasion to furnish a narrative of what was done at and regarding 
Beersheba during the war. 

STATEMENTS OF :llR. ROLLAND. 

This order caused a great sen­
sation amongst the Chiefs and 
people. Moletsi said : We can 
receive orders only from Moshesh, 
and the President has no right 
to rule over us. Nehemiah also 
disapproved of this way of acting 
and requested a copy of the above 
order for his father. I stated to 
the people that in my opinion the 
President had no right to give 
orders for Moshesh's people. 

About the end of February, 
Mr. Sauer held the first meeting 
over the Caleclon. 

OBSERV.ATIOXS OF TH'i COM:\IISSIOX. 

The views of Moletsi, Nehe­
miah, and Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., 
regarding the contents of the 
Landdrost's letter of 24th Febru­
ary 1858 are incorrect. 

Tho Mission Station of Beer­
sheba has constituted, ever since 
the establishment of the Boun­
dary Line of 1849, a portion of 
the territory which up to the 
beginning of 1854 was called tho 
Orange River Sovereignty, and is 
now named the Orange Free State, 
and consequently the President 
had the undoubted right to cause 
such orders to be given by the 
Landdrost to the population of 
the Station as were deemed neces­
sary for the preservation of tran­
quillity in that portion of the 
Country. 

This meeting took place on the 
3rd of March. 
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And a few went unarmed, 

for doing which they were blamed 
by Mr. Sauer. 

After this second meeting held 
on the 10th March. 

That accusation was sent to the 
President. 

Jan Letclle is well known as a 
man unworthy of confidence, ho 
is a notorious thief and a traitor 
to his Chief. 

He became an ally of tho Freo 
State, as his deeds have p1·oved, 
and this after the Free State had 
publidy denied the fact. 

That it is not the intention or 
the wish of the Free State Goveru­
mcnt to have anything to do with 
any question of removal (plant­
selyk) between the Basuto nation, 
nor in any circumstances to 
destroy the good understanding 
which exists between our Govern­
ment and the Paramount Chief 
Moshesh for the suppression@ of 
theft., by eneouraging the Captain 
Jan Letelle and others who have 
made applications to be received 
by the Free State Government, to 
withdraw their allegiance from 
Moshesh. 

All the Natives who attm<led 
the meeting were armed. 

Mr. Sauer declares that he did 
not find fault with them for this, 
either at the meeting or subse­
quently. 

Thi11 meeting was holden on the 
11th March. 

This accusation wa8 not sent to 
the President, but laid before the 
President on the 10th March last 
at Blaauwboschesfontein by Jan 
Letelle in person. 

Supposing him to boa thief. he 
is in this respect, in tho opinion 
of the Commission, not worse 
than the Basutos in general are, 
and if he be unworthy of confi­
dence, he stands in that respect 
on a par with the chief to whom 
Mr. Rolland, V.D.M.,herealludes. 

Thi:! Govenrment of the Orange 
Free State has never since Letelle 
placed himself under its '.l.uthority 
denied the fact, either publicly or 
privately, and before that time 
such denial was from the nature 
of the case an impossibility. 

What is subjoined is an extract 
from the Minutes of a Meeting 
holden on the 23rd October 1857. 

Nehemiah was at that time with 
an armed force by Moshesh's 
orders in tho Free State, near the 
boundary of Basutoland, in order 
to check thieving by the Basuto11, 
and upon this measure the pre­
sumption was founded that Mo­
shesh desired to maintain peace 
with the Orange Free State and 
to curb the violent conduct of his 
subjects. Amid these circumstan­
ces the Authorities of this State 
desired to avoid everything which 
could give occasion to any diffi­
culties with Moshesh, and thence 
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Any question of removal. 

Mooi was called to Smithfield. 

Mr. Sauer found on his arrival 
23rd all their cattle on tho place 
and at the outposts. 

Official assurance. 

the resolution C'omprised in the 
subjoined extract. 

On the 10th MarC'h, however, 
when Let(llle declar(ld to His 
Honour the President at Blaauw­
boschfontein, that he belonged to 
the Bamonageng tribe, and was 
independent of Moshesh, and re­
quested to be received as a subject 
of our Government. the posture 
of affairs was wholly changed. 
for in the place of a pacific spirit 
inclination being any longer 
evinced by Moshesh and his peo­
ple, it had become highly probable 
that from their c,onduct for several 
}lrovious weeks collisions must 
arise, and amid these altered c,ir­
c·umstances our Government c,ould 
no longer be regard€'d as hound 
by the resolution of 23rd October 
1857. 

The translation is wholly in­
correct, the original words u11ig<' 

plaat.sclyke q1ustie11, mean "an:-,· 
local questions or disputes.'' 

Mooi was not called or sent for 
by the Landdrost to Smithfield. 
although the latter, finding him 
there, did certainly talk to him 
and t(lll him to conduct himself 
quietly and peac,eably in the event 
of a war breaking out with 
Moshesh. 

Mr. 8auer d<>nies that there was 
any cattle at the outposts wht>n 
he came there. 

The letter of the Lamldrost of 
the 1 ~th March in 11.n:swer to Mr. 
Rolland's commuuication of tlw 
same date was in confonnity with 
the instructions of His Honour thl• 
President; and if the inhabitants 
of Beersheba had remained neu­
tral and dis1,layed no })fOOfs of 
hostile di!!position, they would 
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Not the 24th, as stated by Mr. 
Sauer. 

The Commando was already 
marching, or at least the order to 
march had already been given, 
not to come as stated, and arrange 
matters in a friendly way, but as 
I afterwards learned, with the 
intention of attacking the Station. 

I shall march against Beer­
:she ba, &c. 

have been protected, and no 
injury would have been done to 
them. 

The 23rd March is the correct 
date. 

If in one of the Documents 
from the Landdrost the 24th is 
named, it is an error of the pen 
or the press. 

This explanation is incorrect. 
The intention was in reality to 
proceed, if practicable, in a friend­
ly way, and no attack was con­
templated, save in the event of a 
friendly arrangement of matters 
being proved by the conduct of the 
inhabitants of Beersheba to be 
impossible. 

This letter to the Government 
Secretary was written in answer 
to his letter to the Landdrost of 
19th March, in which the follow­
ing passages appear. 

4thly. His Honour thinks that 
it will be good, before the com­
mando marches into Basutoland, 
that you adopt such measures 
with regard to the Mission Sta­
tion Beersheba or Zevenfontein 
on this side of Caledon River, and 
the one called Hebron beyond the 
River, and both situated within 
our limits, that no danger need be 
a1)prehended from that quarter, 
namely, by marching thither with 
an adequate force, and driving 
out and mastering all those who 
belong to the enemy, and by 
receiving those who are willing to 
submit to this Government, by 
administering the oath, provided 
they do not belong to the tribes 
who may be properly called sub­
jects of Moshesh, and that for 
additional security you take as 
hostages their chiefs or some of 
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To keep Nehemiah in cheek. 

If the coming of the Landdrost 
was of an altogether friendly 
nature, and if he intended to 
settle matters in a friendly way, 
why come with a whole com­
mando and a cannon. 

Why place an ambush on the 
Caledon to prevent any from 
escaping, since according to the 
decision of the Executive Coun­
cil ( all suspected persons shall 
be compelled to q1t the Sta­
tion) they were only fulfilling 
what it had been determined 

their sons, or other principal 
people, or, should such be r.eces­
sary, that you disarm them. 

5th. In the event of their re­
fusal or of violent resistance you 
may drive them away with vio­
lence, always bearing in mind 
that the Missionaries and their 
families remain untouched, but 
you can adopt measures that the 
Missionaries of both Stations con­
tinue at Zevenfontein, and that all 
communications thence with the 
Basutos be interdicted, on pain of 
being imprisoned and dealt with 
according to Law. 

From what precedes ought the 
import of thP words, I shall march 
against Beersheba early to-mor­
row morning, and so that a 
favourable result may be ,:alcu­
lated on, to be inferred and eluci­
dated, whence it will be shown 
that their drift was not so hostile 
as Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., is pleased 
to ascribe to them. 

It was made known to the 
Landdrost on the 22nd March 
that Moletsi had sent messengers 
through Caledon River to ask 
help of Nehemiah. 

In order to be enabled, pro­
vided matters might not be ar­
ranged on so friendly a basis as 
the Landdrost desired, to settle 
them in hostile manner, and 
moreover not to be exposed to 
personal dangers. 

The ambush on the Caledon 
was not intended to hinder the 
hostile-minded inhabitants of 
Beersheba to retire, but to pre­
vent Nehemiah from coming to 
help them. 
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they should be compelled to 
do. 

Why upon his arrival, did not 
the Landdrost come to my house, 
call the chiefs together, and hear 
what they had to say? 

But Mr. Sauer will say his 
Government knew that they were 
hostile, then if so, why did ho 
write to say his coming was of an 
altogether friendly nature ? 

The fact is this attack had been 
determined upon by the Executive 
Council which met at Bloemfon­
tein on the 19th :March (see Friend 
18th) artide 4, that the popu­
lation of Beersheba or Zeven­
fontein must be brought into 
subjection to this State, and in 
case of resistr.nce should need be, 
the force of arms must be em­
ployed against it, all suspected 
persons shall be compelled to quit 
the Station, and that until war 
be at an end, the chiefs residing 
at such Station, or principal per­
sons, shall be detained as hostages. 

We expected to be treated in a 
friendly manner. 

During the short interview be­
tween Mr. Saucr's letter and his 

The Landdrost answers that 
being aware of the hostile feel­
ings of some of the Captains he 
did not wish to run needlessly 
into danger. 

Having arrived within sight of 
Bl'ersheba, he received the date­
less note from Mr. Rolland, which 
is quoted further on, and in which 
the writer recommends to him the 
greatest prudence, if he should 
come to the Station. 

Because, although he was aware 
of the hostile feelings of some in­
habitants of Beersheba, he 8till 
desired to use on his side every 
effort in order to settle matters 
amicably. 

The Executive Council decided 
upon an attack only in the event 
of a satisfactory result being un­
attainable in any other way, as is 
shown by the contents of point 
No. 4, here quoted, wherein it is 
stated that the force of arms must 
be employed against the popula­
tion of the Beersheba Station, 
" in case of resistance." 

The necessity of such a resolu­
tion of the· Executive Council is 
shown in a communication of Mr. 
H. A. L. Hamelbcrg, member of 
this Commission, inserted in the 
Bloe111jimtt-in Ga:ette of 2nd July 
1851:!. 

The Landdrost began to act 
in a friendly manner, and the 
blame of the circumstance of 
his not continuing to do so does 
not lie with him, but with the 
conduct of the inhabitants of 
Beersheba. 

The Landdrost denies that the 
content11 of such a letter and such 
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arrival, a private ll'tter had bL•en 
received by some of our people 
from Smithfield, stating that a 
commando was on its way that 
evening to destroy Beersheba by 
next morning, Moletsi had also 
received a verbal message to the 
same effect, and these reports 
spreading, the people became 
alarmed and began to fly from the 
Station during thG night. 

The women of Moletsi's party 
are gone through, I tried to 
persuade the men to go also, 
and we the peaceable party to 
leave (remain) on the place. In 
such an affray (fight) ii you think 
proper to come, you must do it 
with the greatest prudence. I 
would have liked you to give 
them a day and those who are for 
the war let them go to the enemy. 

As already stated, the people of 
Moletsi had gone away, so that 
nearly all who could have offered 
any resistance had left, and con­
sequently none was offered. 

They came up in every direc­
tion. 

And took up four positions. 

Some boors on the hill before 
me showing hoisted red handker­
chiefs on their guns. 

After a while Mr. Janson 

a n•port arc 111 conformity with 
truth. 

If they were ever brought to 
Beersheba, the Commission would 
de~ire that the contents of both 
and the names of the letter writer 
and report bearer should be made 
known, in order that wore ample 
proof of the untruth of the intelli­
gence may be brought forward. 

For the consequences which 
these false reports produced as 
regards the inhabitants of Beer­
sheba, neither the Landdrost nor 
any one under nis orders can of 
course be held responsible. 

These words appear to be at 
variance with what Mr. Rolland 
said a little before, viz., "Molet­
si, who was the principal chief, 
left with bis family and the 
greatC'r part of his men cnpable 
of bearing arms. The remainder, 
excepting one man who lived 
apart, left early next morning 
with their cattle." 

In the words, "Show who are 
for the war let them go to the 
enemy," Mr. Rolland ll('know­
ledges that there were some 
hostile Knffirs at Beersheba. 

These words are in contradic­
tion to what was stated in Mr. 
Rolland's letter immediately pre­
ceding. 

They came up from two sides 
only. 

There were only two positions 
taken, one by Comniandant ,v eber 
and Van der Walt, and the other 
under Commandant Ackerman. 

The Landdrost declares this to 
be a posi~ive untruth. 

The Landdrost admits that such 
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brought the order that iu five 
miuute1:1 all the people were to 
give up their 11rms, or they would 
be fired upon. 

The Landdrost has already all 
my guns in Smithfield with my 
children who were taken pri­
soners. 

"\"\'hen the cannon opened, &:c. 

After the firing had ceased, 
came another order, of 5 minutes 
like the first, for the people i,o 
delh·er all their cattle. 

It was instantly complied with 
by the chiefs and people, and the 
cattle were driven to the commando. 

A second firing followed like 
the firl't. 

But it was also opened and 
everything in it driven out. 

• 
Then a messenger was sent to 

ask for the gu_ns I had gathered. 

an order was given, but at the 
same time declares that for the 
s1iace of two hours that order was 
three times repeated, and that the 
cannon shot over the heads of the 
Kaffirs, whereby the signal to fire 
was given, was only discharged 
after those two hours had fully 
elapsed, consequently after it had 
become plain that the demanded 
arms would not be voluntarily 
given up, and after a portion of 
the inhabitants of Beersheba had 
begun to fire upon the Burghers 
under Fieldcornet Du Plessis. 

The Landdrost says that about 
the 20th March, after the decla­
ration of war, nine Basutos, 
among whom were two sons of 
Mareka, who had entered the 
Free State, were apprehended by 
a Bw·gher patrol, and that they 
had not more than nine guns with 
them. 

Namely two hours after the 
first demand of the arms. 

The Landdrost positively denies 
that such an order was ever 
given. 

The cattle was not delivered up 
by the inhabitants of the Station, 
but collected by the Commando 
of Burghers after the fight. 

The second and last fight did 
not take place on account of a 
cattle kraal being unopened, but 
some Basutos who had fled out of 
the houses into a kluof Legan to 
fire out of it upon the Burghers. 

The kraal of Mr. Rolland. 
V.D.M., was not opened, all the 
cattle which might have been in 
it burst out during the fight . 

That messenger had a written 
order in which was demanded 
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The Landdrost then sent a man 
saying that the " slaag" was 
over. 

That as the Landdrost was 
unable to come in person, the 
Chiefs were rl'quested to go to 
him and settle matters. I sent 
llareka and lfooi immediately. 

Being charged with having sent 
nine of his young men a day or 
two before as s1iies on a lager of 
Boers. 

Though Mar<'ka and others had 
declared t-0 me that those young 
men had gone to look for horses. 

Came another messenger, say­
ing that some people had been 
seen in the village on the hill 
with guns. 

And a written order was given 
to me, stating that if in five 
minutes all the people were not 
gathered at my house, they would 
pay with their lives. 

The following is a copy :-

whether the Kaflirs were now 
willing to deliver up their arms. 
This order was in these words:-

" 23rd March, 1858. 
" To the Revd. Mr. Rolland. 

" Are the Kaffirs now in('lined 
" to lay down their arms? 

"J. SAUER, Landdrost." 
The Landdrost positively denic•s 

having sent such a man. 

The Landdrost did not cause 
such a request to be made, Mare­
ka, Mooi, and six or seven other 
Natives came without such request 
to the Landdrost, together with 
the messenger despatched by the 
latter, who had been the bearer 
of the written message just re­
ferred to. 

This is not the only reason why 
1.fareka was taken prisoner. The 
chief reason of this being done 
was that he conducted himself in 
a hostile manner against our 
Burghers at Beersheba on the 
23rd March, together with his 
people. 

These Basutos are the same of 
whom mention has been already 
made, and who were found anned 
in the Free State and made pri­
soners after the declaration of war. 

After Mareka andMooi'scoming 
to the Landdrost, the latter de­
clares that he did not send another 
messenger or order either to Mr. 
Rolland or anybody else at Beer­
sheba. 

This written order was issued 
by the Landdrost before a single 
shot was fired on our side, and 
after it had become evident that 
all efforts to brmg the Beersheba 
population to submission in a 
friendly way were useless, 
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Aan de bewoners van Zeven­
fontein, 23sten Maart. 

Indian niet alle in vijf minuten 
bij de woning van den Heer 
Zendeling zijn, zullen zij met 
hunne leven moeten boeten. 

With a trembling hand I wrote 
h~stily on a slip of paper ( one of 
the summons I had received) a 
few lines, imploring mercy in the 
name of God, praying that the 
lives of those persons might be 
spared. 

When a shot from the cannon 
shattered the head of one of 
thorn. 

The greater part of the village 
set on fire. 

This letter of Mr. Rolland, 
V.D.M., runs thus,-

" De wapenen is afg:elegen en 
" bier op een op bij mijn buis.­
" S. Rolland. 

" Wij geven ons over aan u 
" barmbartigheid. ,v ees toch ge­
'' nadig aan die volk die vreed 
"verklaard heeft.-S. Rolland." 

(The arms have been laid down, 
both here and up at my house.-
8. Rolland). 

(We submit to your clemency. 
Be merciful therefore to this peo­
ple which has declared for peace. 
-S. Rolland.) 

TheLanddrost received this note 
Dy the return of the messenger 
despatched by him with the be­
forementioned written order, 
wherein he inquired whether the 
Kaffirs would now surrender their 
arms, and after its receipt no more 
firing took place. 

At the beginning of the first 
fight six cannon shots were dis­
charged, which succeeded each 
other very rapidly. 

After that no further use was 
made of the cannon, and the nar­
rative here told by Mr. Rolland, 
V.D.M., must therefore be con­
sidered as constituting a portion 
of his statements regarding the 
commencement of the attack, and 
be joined to it. 

Two or three houses in all were 
burnt, in which hostile Kaffirs 
had ensconced themselves, who 
fired upon the Burghers and could 
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\Vith this single exception the 
firing as far as I know was all 
on the side of the Boers. 

The whole town was given up 
to pillage, and the Boers loaded 
themselves with all kinds of 
booty, clothes, karosses, money, 
&c., &c. 

Mr. Janson said it was rather 
late t-0 go and pick out my horses, 
cattle. and sheep. 

Nehemiah Moshesh so far from 
coming to assist us, as Mr. Sauer 
stated, hnd left two or three days 
previously. 

Had there been, as stated, any 
plan of resistance, would not 
their people have been collected 
on the station. 

not be dislodged from their houses 
without shooting them, or setting 
them on fire. 

Smart firing was kept up by the 
inhabitants of Beersheba. not 
only from these, but from other 
houses likewise. 

The Landdrost declares that no 
orders to that effect were given by 
him, and that it is unknown to 
him that what is here asserted by 
Mr. Rolland, V.D.M , ever took 
place. Several affidavits made by 
persons who accompanied the 
commando support this declara­
tion of the Landdrost. 

Mr. Janson declares that he 
offered Mr. Rolland as late as the 
evening of 23rd Me.rch to pick out 
his cattle, when he could have got 
them all back, but Mr. Rolland 
said that it was too late, and that 
the herd who knew his cattle was 
not there, but that, when the 
lager was gone, he would send 
him to Smithfield to pick out his 
cattle. 

Mr. Janson then said, that it 
certainly was late, and that if the 
lager staid, the picking out might 
take place noxt day. 

The Landdrost, in speaking of 
Nehemiah's plan to go and help 
the inhabitants of Beersheba, did 
not particularly refer to him per­
sonally, but to his people in 
general. 

This would have taken place, 
had it not been prevented by the 
Burghers who were placed in au 
ambuscade on Caledon River, 
and who on the moruing of 
the 23rd March, before the Laud­
drost' s arrival at Beersheba. had 
an engagement with the Ka.ffirs 
who were advancing from Elands-

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1858) BASUTOLAND RBOOl!.DS. 465 

The very stringent orders of 
the President, which were sent to 
me the day after the attack. 

The following is a copy of the 
order. 

berg, the then residence of Nehe­
miah, to reinforce the inhabitants 
of the Station. 

The orders here referred to were 
never given by the President, and, 
even if they had been, could not 
have been forwarded to Mr. Rol­
land, V.D.M., on the very next 
day after the attack, inasmuch as 
the former was on the 23rd and 
24th March at Bloemfontein, and 
the latter at Beersheba, the dis­
tance between the two places 
being at least 14 hours on horse­
back. 

This order was given by the 
Landdrost on his own authority to 
Commandant Ackerman, and, as 
may be inferred from its tenor, 
had no reference to Mr. Rolland, 
V.D.M., or the station or Mooi's 
people. 

This was subsequently made 
known by the Landdrost to Mr. 
Rolland in his letter of 26th 
March, wherein he writes among 
other matters :-

" With reference to the order 
" which I have given to Comman­
" dant Ackerman to treat Moletsi 
"and Moshesh's peopleasenemies, 
" this is perfectly in accordance 
" with my instructions, according 
"to the proclamation of war, and 
'.' the order which I gave Mr. 
" Ackerman last night is simply 
" for his guidance to be able to 
" know who are to be treated 
" as enemies. 

" It has no reference whatever 
"to Mooi's people, or the Sta­
" tion, and Mr. Ackerman will 
"certainly not interfere with 
"Mooi's people or with the Sta­
tion. 

" I therefore regret that my 
00 
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Wl1y did he send an ambush on 
the Caledon beforehand? 

Why did he not come by the 
main road instead of taking a 
road through the mountains? 

Why, as I said before, did he 
not come straight to my houso, or 
call the Chiefs to arrange matters 
after I had declared that we were 
at peace, and then seml the Chiefs 
to gather all the guns within a 
reasonable time given? 

Why did the Landdrost send 
the second summons for the deli­
very of the cattle ? 

If a battle was fought, as Mr. 
Sauer states, how had we not a 
single wounded man? 

·why did ho write to say he was 
simply coming to make arrange­
ments, that they must not be 
alarmed if he came armed, that 
his coming was of au altogt•tlwr 
friendly nature ? 

"order should have caused you 
"the least anxiety." 

To hinder Nehemiah from ren­
dering assistance to the hostile 
inhabitants of Bee,·sheba, to ask 
which they had sent a me~sage to 
him that very same day. 

The Landdrost did march with 
the whole commando along the 
main road till close to Beersheba, 
but after the receipt of the above­
mentioned note of Mr. Rolland, 
V.D.M., in which the greatest 
prudence was recommended to 
him in coming to the Station, 
he detached a portion of the 
Burghers under Commandant 
Ackerman to approach the place 
from another side, in order as far 
as possible to guard against all 
hostilities on the side of the in­
habitants. 

This question having been prt:>­
Yiously asked, ha;, been already 
in great mensuro answered. About 
two hours w,,re allowed for the 
collertiug of the arms. 

The Lnnddrost declares that he 
never ordered such a demand to 
be made. 

If the intention be to show 
that, after the fighting, nothing 
but unwounded and dead Kaffir:3 
were to be found at Beersheba, 
the answer to the question is that 
all the Kaffirs wounded by our 
Burghers appear to have been 
mortally wounded. 

This question has been answer­
ed aboYe. 
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The member of the Commission, Mr. J. Sauer, Landdrost of the 
district of Caledon River, is prepared to substantiate by oath the 
truth of the foregoing observations, as far as they relate to facts and 
occurrences at which he was present, or circumstances with which he 
was officially connected, and in further 1:,ubstantiation of the correct­
ness of the said observations the affidavits of several eye-witnesses 
can be produced. 

As yet, however, the Commission has not deemed this necessary, 
because in Mr. Rolland's document likewise the statements advanced 
are not supported by proofs. 

In the concluding portion of the document entitled "the Beersheba 
Affair," Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., asserts that the Mission Stations 
Beersheba and Hebron have never ceased to form a part of the 
Basuto territory, and he begins by stating that the declaration of 
His Honour the President that the said stations are within the 
Boundary line of the Froe State is contrary to all known and 
published documents. 

The only document however, as far as the CommiBBion is aware, 
which was ever published in" reference to this point is the Government 
Notice of 18th December 1849, whereby among other matters His 
Excellency the High Commissioner, Sir H. Smith, confirmed Major 
Warden's so-called line, which, as Mr. Rolland justly supposes, 
the Free State now demands, and from this notice it clearly appears 
that the stations of Beersheba and Hebron fall within the line of 
our State. 

The chart signed by Moshesh, of which Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., 
makes mention, has never been seen by the Commission, and cannot 
in its opinion be called either a known or a published document. 

From the words which appear in Moshesh's letter of 1st October 
1849, and which are quoted by Mr. Rolland, viz.: 2. "That you make 
"proper limits for Beersheba and Hebron. 3. And lastly that there 
" be an outlet or free space of at least two miles wide from these 
"parts to those places," no proof can, in the Commission's opinion, 
be at all deduced that those stations belonged to Basutoland. Limits 
required to be fixed for them, irrespective of the territory wherein 
they lay, in order that their inhabitants, as well as the inhabitants of 
the surrounding lands, might know how far every one's grounds 
extended, and that no disputes need arise regarding that extent. 

The free passages of two miles broad between the Stations and 
Basutoland were asked and granted, in order that an unhampered 
intercourse might take place between the inhabitants of the former 
and those of the latter. 

Without some restriction of this kind, the ground, which must now 
be regarded as reserved for such freo pasEages, might justly have 
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been given out in freehold to private persons, who might have placed 
hindrances in the way of the incessant going backwards and forwards 
by Basutos over their grounds, and to some extent have cut off the 
intercourse between the station people and their fellow countrymen in 
Basutoland. 

Supposing even that Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., never received any 
intimation that the Government of the Sovereignty or of the Free 
State regarded either Beersheba or Hebron as situated within its 
limits, this does not by any means, in the opinion of the Commission, 
prove the truth of the assertion he makes at the outset. In all 
probability he was always merely regarded as a Missionary for the 
diffusion of the Gospel among the Basutos, who as such had nothing 
to do with their secular relations, and it is probably but very lately 
that it has been discovered from Mr. Rolland's own communications 
that he is likewise a professor of the Princi1lles of the Law of 
Nations amongst them. 

Mr. Vowe, one of the members of the Commission, who was Civil 
Commissioner and Resident Magistrate of the Caledon River District 
in 18-19 and subsequently, declares that he most decidedly regarded 
the grounds of Beersheba and Hebron as situated within the limih of 
t_hat District. 

If since 1st October 1849 Moshesh exercised any authority over tho 
stations, this took place under the sufferance of the past or present 
Government of the Free State, but the Basut-0 Chief cannot deduce 
any proofs therefrom that by virtue of the agreement entered into 
between him and the British Resident in 18-19 the said Stations 
constituted a part of his territory. 

The reason why, at the beginning of the late war, Beersheba was 
the first place which, as 1,[r. Rolland expresses it, was attacked, is not 
that the Government of the Free State considered this station to 
be beyond its boundary, but because it deemed it necessary to subject 
the enemies within its limits first, before it caused our commandos to 
operate against the enemy outside the State. 

The Commission considers the foregoing sufficient for the refutation 
of what has been advanced by Mr. Rolland, V.D.M., regarding the 
Sovereignty over the Mission Stations Beersheba and Hebron. 

Jn the name of the Conunis;.inn. 
(Signed) H. A. L. HA.MELBERG, Chaitman. 

Aliwal North, 27th September, 1858. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Free State Commission to the Higli 
Commissio,ier. 

Ali,val North, 27th September, 1858. 
81•,-ln the name of the Commission appointed to rerresent tho 
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Orange Free State with Your Excelleucy, 011 the oceasiun of Your 
Excellency's mediation between that State and the Chief Moshesh, I 
have the honour to inform Your Excellency that it has noted the 
contents of the Document signed by that chief, and dated 23rd 
September 1858, copy whereof has been forwarded to the Commission 
by Your Excellency. 

The Commission having been chargod to provide for the interests of 
a whole people, and deeply foelin6 its responsibility for a due and 
deliberate ilischargo of that u.uty, takes the liberty, after mature 
consideration, respeetfolly to assure Your Excelleucy that it will 
require some time attentively to examine, carefully to wAigh, and 
fully to answer the Document in question. 

To all this it consiu.ers itself absolutely bound, and therefore flatters 
itself that Your Excelleucy. who has already displayed so many 
proofs of benevolence as well towards the Commission as towards 
the State, will not be disinclined to grant it the time which may 
be found indispensable for the preparation of its answer. 

Inasmuch as Your Excellency has been made acquainted during the 
past week, by au inspection of the various documents handed by 
the Chief Moshesh to Your Excellency, with all the grounu.s from 
whieh he derives his rights, and whereon he builds his proposals 
and demands, as appears from Your Excellency's communication of 
the day before yesterday, and the Commission has been enabled 
thus far on its siu.o ouly very imperfectly to unfold and prove to 
Your Excellency the rights anu. demands of the Orange Free State, 
the Commission therefore takes the liberty to transmit herewith to 
Your Excellency copies or tram,lations of certain Documents bearing 
on the subject. 

So soon as the Commission shall h,tve been ennbll·d to complete its 
examination of the Documents signed by Moshcsh, above referred 
to, and its answer thereto, it will take the liberty of in:uuecliately 
apprising Your Excellency thereof. 

Requesting Your Excellency to accept the assurance of my high 
consideration and profound respect, I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. A. L. Il.u1ELBEIW, Chairman. 

Memorandum by tlie Free State Co111111i,~sio11. 
The Commission appointed by the Volksraad to represent the 

Orange Free State with His E-..cellency the Governor of Cape 
Colony, on the occasion of His Excellency's mediation between the 
State and the Basuto Chief )foshesh, has the honour to forward 
to His Excellency the following memorandum, containing the Com­
mission's answer to th13 Terms of Peace proposed by Moshesh, and 
to the various arguments advanced by him in the document in which 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



4i0 D.\St:TOL.um RECORDS. [18,'>8 

those proposed terms are contained, of which document, bearing date 
Morija, 23rd September 1858, a copy was forwarded to the Com­
mission by His Excellency the Governor. 

The Commission regards the Articles of the Draft Treaty of Peace 
proposed through His Excellency to Moshesh just as little a necessary 
consequence of what that Chief terms the Warden Treaty of 1849 
as Moshesh's own Proposals of Peace, but can at the same time 
not abstain from declaring that, in its opinion, every new boundary 
line which it may be deemed desirable or necessary to draw between 
the Orange Free State and Basutoland ought in fairness to be based 
on the agreement of 1849 on that subject, which is proved by all 
the documents submitted to His Excellency to be just, as well in 
regard to the subjects of Moshesh as in respect to the inhabitants 
of the former Sovereignty, now the Orange Free State. 

The Commission observes that in the Document of 23rd September 
1858, it is not proved nor even asserted by the Chief Moshesh that 
his consent to the boundary line of 1849 was obtained from him 
by deception, by intimidation, or by violence, or that by its establish­
ment any injustice-was inflicted on his subjects, and it answers to 
the two points which are advanced by the Chief Moshesh in regard 
to that line, as follows :-

1. That, conformably to the principles of the Laws of Nations, 
the war which broke out at the beginning of this year between 
the Orange Free State and the Basutos cannot at all, in the Com­
mission's opinion, be regarded as having of itself annulled the 
previously existing and exactly defined boundary line between the 
two countries, especially as in the agreement for a cessation of 
hostilities of 1st June last that boundary is still assumed to be in 
existence, and neither of the belligerent parties then, any more 
than now, had any portion of the enemy's country in its possession. 

2ndly. That if, on the settlement of the Line of 1849, the protection 
of British Law was promised to those Basutos who fell by it outside 
Moshesh's territory, it was not definitely intended to be British Law 
in contradistinction to, and to the exclusion of, all other laws, but 
British Law was only named, because it alone at that time prevailed 
in the Orange River Sovereignty, and in order to show that, as it 
is expressed in Moshesh's letter of 1st October 1849, no distinction 
would be made between white and coloured people. That the British 
Government did not make over the Orange River Sovereignty to 
a third State, but to the inhabitants of that Sovereignty themselves. 
That the Basutos who are not inclined to live under British Laws, 
or who are now disinclined to live under the laws of the Orange 
Free State, had, and still have, freedom to sell their fixed property 
and to retire boyond the Boundary Line of 1819. That the fact 
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that the Bnsutos within the line of 18-!9 now no longer stand under 
British law cannot lead to the conclusion that !hat line has for that 
reason ceased to exist, to which the Commission would beg to add 
that it was not made botween the Basutos and the British Government, 
but between tbem and the emigrant farmers. 

That at all events the Government of the Orange River Sovereignty 
has nothing to do with this question, as regards any formor subjects 
of }foshesh, and that this is a matter between that chief and the 
British Government, whieh in 1854 ceded over the Orange River 
Sovereignty to its own inhabitants precisely as it possessed the same, 
and therefore according to tho boundary line of 18-!9. 

Th3 boundary line as now proposed by Moshesh to the Orange Free 
State is utterly out of the question. That portion of the line which 
runs from Caleclon River to Saltpeterkrans is so full of twists and 
bends that the greatest Jitlfoulties and the most fruitful source of 
incc«sant robberies must arise, and the line passing from Saltpeter­
krans over Hanglip to the junction of Cornetspruit with Orange 
River is a palpable absurdity, inasmuch as the narrow strip of 
country, lying between that part of the line and Orange River is 
almost utterly worthless. According to the now proposed boundary 
line the Orange Free State loses a consiclerablo portion of its territory, 
in which more than GO farms belonging to Burghers are situated, 
while in return for this sacrifice of territory so insignificant a com­
pensation is offered as not to be worth a moment's consideration. 

The Commission does not perceive with what right Moshesh ( even 
were his assertion correct, that the agreement regarding the line 
of 1849 has expired) proposes the now proffered line, by which, 
as he alleges, he does not cede any territory to Olli' State, but on 
the contrary_ appropriates to himself a largo portion of territory 
which never justly belonged to him. and to which he can advance 
no valid claim whatever. The Commission cannot therefore feel 
itself justified in acceding to the proposed boundary line, by which 
many Burghers would have to lose their lawfully acquired farms 
without their Government being in a position to indemnify them, 
and considers itself obliged to adhere to the boundary line of 
1849, which was guaranteed the Orange Free State by the British 
Government, under the convention of 23rd February 1854, and 
which the Commission does not feel called upon to relinquish 
in consequence of a war, to the declaration of which the Government 
of the Orange Free State was driven by the incessant, unjust, and 
violent acts of the Basutos. The Commission is nevertheless willing 
to accede to an alteration of the line of 18-19, provided such alteration 
should on any grounds he doomed desirable, and were it shown to 
be feasible, under an equitable arrangement. 
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Inasmuch as Moshesh proposes no alterations in the existing 
boundary line between his territory and the District of Winburg, 
it appears to the Commission to be desirable that a formal recognition 
of that boundary line should appear in the treaty. 

The cession of stipulations regarding Native rights, which Moshesh 
alle~es he is making within the territory which :according to his 
proposed boundary line falls to the Free State, exists only in 
appearance, inasmuch as no Basutos any longer live within that 
territory, possessing farms or pasture grounds. 

Consequently all burdens and disadvantagas resulting from 
Moshesh's demand that, all claims and rights to grounds situated 
on both sides of the proposed line respectively should mutually 
lapse, must fall solely and entirely on our Burghers, and the Com­
mission cannot abstain from remarking that while Moshesh on the 
establishment of the line of 1849 stipulated on behalf of his subjects 
for the recognition of their right of property to the lands belonging 
to them, he will not permit the same privilege to be now conceded 
to our Burghers, who hold titles to lands which he now desires to 
bring into his territory. 

Moshesh's demands that two public roads in and through our 
territory with the requisite o'.ltspan places shall be reserved on 
behalf and for the use of Basutos, &c., cannot, in the form in 
which that demand is made, be consented to by the Commission. 

The roads anJ outspan places in our State are publicly oi:en for 
every one who acts in conformity to its laws, and consequently 
for the Basutos likewise, but an unrestricted right to the use of 
certain roads, to be fixed and marked off by a Commission, cannot 
be conceded to the last mentioned without exposing our State and its 
Burghers to great unpleasantness, and opening a door to the 
unpunished perpetration of all sorts of crimes. 

Certain members of the Commission. moreover fear that, on the 
strength of the stipulation proposed by Moshesh regarding the two 
roads in question, the Basutos will in course of time seek to found 
a right of property thereon, inconsistent with the usual rights 
belonging to roads in general. 

The Commission positively denies that the Chief Moshesh has of 
right possessed, since the establishment of the line of 1849, any 
authority over the lands belonging to the Mission Station of 
Beersheba, and alleges that it satisfactorily appears from the 
documents submitted to His Excellency regarding that line, that 
the said station was considered to be :within the British territory, 
and by right to stand under the jurisdiction of the British authorities, 
and since the 23rd February 1854 under the control of the Govern• 
ment of the Orange Free State. 
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The Commission therefore regards all that has been written 
regarding Beersheba by Moshesh, in hi..i Document of :!3rd Sep­
tember 1858, to be void of foundation and meaning ; though it still 
thinks itself entitled to ask the question whether, eveu if Moshesh 
still actually possessed any sovereign power over that Station, he 
be entitled to take away a portion of its grounds from the l'rench 
Missionary Society and to give them to the Orange Free State, and 
whether great difficulties might not arise therefrom between that 
Society and the Free State. 

The portion of the Station which Moshesh says he is willing to 
give to the Orange Free State is of trifling extent, of little value, 
and nearly useless. It would therefore be absurd to seek to make 
it appear as if that small tract would even slightly tend to compensate 
for the loss of other territory, and for injuries indicted by the Basutos 
on our Burghers after the truce. 

The Commission has good reasons for not believing that the subjects 
of Moshesh have since the 1st June last suffered any damage in 
consequence of lawless acts of the Native allies of the Orange 
Free State, and considers what he alleges on that subject as quite 
imaginary. 

It is nevertheless willing to engage to cause ample compensation 
to be made to Moshesh for all losses which shall be proved to have 
been thus suffered by the Basutos, if Moshesh will on his side 
engage to make compensation for the losses which our Burghers 
and allies have suffered by the acts of his subjects since the 1st June 
last. 

The stipulation regarding the punishment of cattle and horse 
thieves, the Commission desires to see modified in such a spirit 
that they will be punished according to the laws of the State in 
which they may be found. 

The stipulations proposed by Moshesh regarding the spooring and 
delivering up of stolen cattle and horses, and regarding the circum­
stances under which the chiefs, whose people shall commit robberies 
or other acts of violence against the Orange Free State, may be 
attacked and punished, app6ar to the Commission to be of such a 
character and tendency that instead of preventing or checking tiuch 
deeds of violence, they will much rather promote them, and make 
the Orange Free State in that respect wholly -dependent on the 
will and pleasure of Moshesh and his subordinate chiefs. 

Moshesh proposes such preliminary restrictions, before our State 
shall have the right to attack and punish any chief for robberies, 
&c., that no opportunity appears likely ever to be given for such 
attack and punishment. 

By giving its approval to these restrictions, the Commission would, 
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instead of uLtainiug for the Orange Free State secunt1es against 
the acts of violence in question, bring it into a far less advantageous 
position than the one in which it stood at any previous pt>riod. 

The Commission cannot comprehend what well founded objections 
Moshesh can entertain against the articles which, in its Draft of a 
Treaty of Peace, were submitted to that chief for acceptance, in 
this respect. 

The Commission has further to observe that Moshesh makes no 
mention whatsoever of the compensation which the Commission has 
demanded, on the ground of the losses suffered by the Burghns 
of the Orange Free State before the war, and on the ground of the 
war expenses incurred, &c , to which compensation the Commission 
laid claim simply because the incessant deeds of ·violence of the 
Basutos were the solo causes which drove the Governmcut of the 
Orange Free State to the declaration of war of 19th March last. 

The Commission considers that a few other observations which 
it might make in reforence to tho document of 23rd September 1858 
are not sufficiently weighty to require to be enumerated here, and 
that, as regards the points involved in the same, an arrang-t'lllent 
can without much difficulty be made with tbo Chief Moshosh or his 
representatives. 

Aliwal North, 2ith September, 1858. 
In the name of the Commission aforesaid, 

(Signed) H. A. L. HAMELDERo, Chairman. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Cl11't>j il/oroko. 

Aliwal North, 27th September, 18,'>8. 
Mv ·FRIEND MoRoKo,-I was very sorry to hoar from your letter 

of the 23rd instant that you had been threatened with such trouLles, 
which however did not overtake you. If a peace can bo settled in 
the country, as I hope may be the case, I will represent to Mosbesh 
and his chiefs the necessity which will exist for their leaving yourself 
and your people in quiet. I think that we shall now arrange for 
a general peace. From your friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the President of the Orange Free State to tlte High Com­
missioner. 

Aliwal North, 2ith September, 1858. 
Srn,-From information received on my tour to this plat:e, I have 

reason to believe that the Basutos, principally of the tribe under 
Poshuli, are in the habit of disposing of the horses, mules, cattle, 
and sheep stolen from the Boers of the Free State to trnders from 
the Cape Colony, one of whom, named Stevenson, was mentioned 
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by name; nnd as llueh a praetice cannot fail greatly tu c-neoma~e 
thefts and disturl)anees on our frontier, I think it right to inforru 
Your Excelleney thereof, in hope that Your Excellency will be able 
and willing to take measures which may put a stop to su<"h trade 
being carried on to the injury of the Free State. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosnoF. 

Letter from the Clmirman of t!te Free Stat~ C'o111111im'o11 to the High 
Commissivner. 

Aliwal North, 28th September, 1858. 
Sm,-In the name of the Commission appointed to represent the 

Orange Free State at Your Excellency's mediation, I have the honour 
to enclose the answer of the Commission to the <lu<"Ulllent signed 
by Moshesh, dated 23rd in;.tant, and to inform Your Excellency that 
the Commission is desirous to give a further explanation of their 
answer. 

\Vith reference to the request of Moshcsh containc-d in bis ll'tter 
of 23rd instant, that the stipulations inserted in tho proposal of 
peace, prohibiting his people from hunting and shooting game in 
the Free State, until they can better supply thE>mselves with food, 
may be suspended, the Commission bog to bring to Your Excellency's 
notice that they cannot accede to that request, as it would cause 
continual annoyance to our Burghers, and would ultimately lead to 
a collision or hostilities. 

(Signed) H. A. L. HA:MELBERO, Chairman. 

Tafd!/ of Peac, entered into hetwten the Orange Free State and tl,e Basutu 
Chief Moshesh. 

Tho -Commissioners for concluding such Treaty, on behalf of the 
Orange Free State, being 

H. A. L. HAl!ELDEJW, 

J. SAUER, 

J. T. SxY)fAX, 

G. P. N. CoETt.EE, 

J. H. DE \VINNAAR, 

J. M. H'>"'ELL, 

T. W. Yowl!:, 
F. J. c. CROXJE, 

H.J. SMIT. 

And the Commissioners on behalf of tho Basuto Chief Moshei;h 
boiug 

MAQUAAI MICHAEL, 

1ono DEnossA, 
DAVID RALIYE. 
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With the view of Lriug-ing to a close the war prevailing between 
the Orange Free State and the Basuto Nation, and to the establish­
ment of a lasting peace and amity between the two contracting 
parties,-the afte1mentioned articles have, through the mediation of 
His Excellency Sir George Grey, K.C.B., Governor of the Colony o! 
the Cape of Good Hope, and High Commissioner, &c., &c., been 
agreed upon between them, which shall be binding to the said State 
and the Basuto chief Moshesh aud his succe.;sors for the time to come. 

Article 1.-The boundary-line between the districts of Harrismith, 
Winburg, Bloemfontein, and Caledon River, down to Jammerberg 
Drift and Basutoland, is recognized to be that as defined by the late 
British Resident, Major ,varden. From Jammerberg Drift the line 
shall run down the centre of the Caledon River to the junction of 
that river with the ,vilgebosch or ""\Vilgeboom Spruit, from thence 
straight to the centre of the summit of Elands berg; thence to the 
centre of the summit of Koosberg; thence along the summit of that 
mountain to its western extremity ; thence straight to the centre 
of the summit of Mount Matlaheng or Aasvogelberg; thence to 
Hartebeesthoek,-leaving that farm in the Free State Territory; 
thence straight to the centre of Mount Maypati or Hanglip; thence 
straight towr.rds the Wesleyan Missionary Station, on the ,vittebergcn 
Native Reserve, to where such straight line cuts the Orange River. 

Art. II.-The above named boundary-line shall be marked out by 
His Excellency the Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, or by a Commissioner or Commissioners to be appointed by 
His Excellency, and the decision of His Excellency, or of such 
Commissioner or Collllllissioners, upon all matters in dispute, between 
the said parties, in respect of the said line, shall be final. 

Art. lll.-All subjects of the chief Moshesh, with the exce,Ptions 
aftermentioned in the Article relating to the mission station of 
Beersheba, shall withdraw from the Free State side of the line, 
without compensation, and all subjects of the Free State shall with­
draw from the Basuto side of the line, without compensntion,-but 
ample time shall be allowed them to.remove their crops and buildings. 

Art. IV.-The chief Moshesh in yielding as above-stated all right 
of property in the tract of country called Beersheba mission station to 
the Orange Free State stipulates that 6,000 acres of land immediately 
surrounding the mission station, the boundaries of which land shall 
be defined by the Commis~ioner or Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, shall continue 
to be held by the French mission, in trust for missionary purposes, 
with full power, if they see fit so to do, to dispose of the same to any 
purchaser or purchasers, in order that if the missionaries and Basuto 
inhabitants of the station choose to retire therefrom, the funds 
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realized from the sale of these lands may be applied by the French 
mission for the establishment of a new station or stations, for the 
benefit, in the first instance, of the Basuto inhabitants who may 
remove from Beersheba, or for other missionary pnrpo&es connected 
with the Basuto nation; but the right ;of sovereignty over the 6,000 
acres of land reserved, as above said, for the French mission, is 
declared to be vested in the Orange FreP State. 

Art. V.-A public road, with convenient ontspans, shall be reserved 
from Hebron to Aliwal North, for the use of all persons travelling 
between the Basuto territory and the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, but which road and outspans shall be the property, and under 
the jurisdiction and laws of, the Orange Free State. 

Art. VI.-Any Bnsuto criminals, who having committed crimes 
in their own country, may fly to the Free State, shall, on demand 
being made, be delivere,l up to Moshesh; and all criminals who may 
fly from the Orange Free State into the Basnto territory shall upon 
demand being made to l\foshesh, be delivered up to the authorities of 
the Free State. 

Art. VII.- Whenever stolen cattle or horses shall be discovered 
within the territory of any chief under the paramountcy of Moshesh, 
such chief shall restore such stolen cattle or horses to the owner 
thereof, and he shall be bound to do his utmost to capture and deliver 
out the thieves, and to compl:'l them to pay further compensation equal 
to the value of the cattle or horses they may have stolen. 

Art. VIII.-Cattle or horse stealers shall be dealt with according to 
the laws of the country in which they may be tried. 

Art. UC- ,vhenewr the spoor of stolen cattle or horses is traced 
to the territory of any chief under the paramountcy of Moshesh, 
such chief shall be bound to cause his people to aid in tracing the 
said spoor until the stolen cattle or horses are discovered in his 
territory, or until the spoor of the same is lost, or traced into the 
territory of, some other chief, which last chief shall be bound to 
cause his people in like manner to aid in tracing the spoor, until 
the stolen cattle or horses are discovered, or traced into the territory 
of some other chief aforo:,1aid. If the people of any chief into whose 
territory spoor of stolen cattle or horses has been traced, cannot 
carry the spoor out of his territory, then the chief of such territory 
shall be bound to pay within one mouth compensation equal to the 
value of the stolen cattle or horses to the owner thereof. 

Art. X.-The chief l\Ioshesh binds himself to adopt strict and 
decisive measures for carrying out the above regulations for the 
prevention and punishment of thefts, and for recovery and restitution 
of stolen cattle and horses. 

Art. XI.-If robberies be committed by any chiefs or their people 
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under the paramouuky of Mos1iesh, and if after notice given thereof 
to Moshesh, together with the necessary proofs, absolute and complete 
compensation be not given within two months from the datu of 
such notice, or if repeated robberies l,e committed by the people 
of any such chief, and the necessary proofs of the same be given 
to Moshesh, or if any of his chiefs, with their people, make incur­
sions, with armed bands into the Free State, or commit acts of 
hostility against the said State, then Moshesh shall either inflict 
a just and sufficient punishment upon the said chief and people 
himself, or should he be unable so to do, then and in that case, 
the authorities of the Free State shall be at liberty to attack and 
punish such delinquent chief or chiefs, without Moshesh's inter­
ference, either personally or by others, or without a general war 
with the Basuto nation being the consequence of such acts on the 
part of the authorities of the Free State. 

Art. Xll. Whenever hunting parties of Moshesh's people desire 
to kill game in the Orange Free State, they must previously obtain 
permission so to do through the medium of their chief, from the 
Landdrost who possesses jurisdiction over the portion of the Free 
State in which they purpose to hunt, and such parties shall submit to 
the regulations which the Government of the Free State may, from 
time to time, frame, for the guidance of hunting parties, a copy 
of which regulations, together with any alteration made therein 
shall be furnished to thfl chief Moshesh, for his information. Should 
imch hunting parties go into the Free State without permission of 
the Landdmst previously obtained, or should they transgress the 
regulations framed for their guidauee, and duly notified as aforesaid 
to the chief Moshe:;;h, they may, in such case, be treated as enemies, 
and be driven away by force. 

A.rt. XIII.-The captain Jan Letelle and his people, and any other 
coloured persons or native tribes not belonging to the Basutos, or 
not formerly subject to the chief Moshesh-but who, during the 
late war between the Basuto nation and the Free State, may have 
gone over to the Free State government, or assisted that government 
in any way, shall not be allowed by the chief Moshesh to suffer 
any damagc,s or molestation, either in their persons or their property, 
and the lands they occupy upon the ground or by reason of anything 
they may have done in this respect. 

But it is to be understood, that if the persons alluded to in this 
article remain within the territory of the chief Moshesh, they must 
return to, or come under allegiance to that chief. 

This done and signed, in the presence of His Excellency Sir Goorge 
Grey, K.C.B., Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
High Commissioner, &c., &c., at Aliwal North, in the Colony of 
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th3 Cape of Good Hope, this 29th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and fifty-eight. 

On behalf of the Orange Free State. 
(Signed) H. A. L. lLutELBERO, 

J. SAUER, 
J. T. SNYMAN, 

G. P. N. CoETZEE, 
J. H. DE \V1NNAAB. 
JAMES M. HowELL, 
T. W. VowE, 
F. J. c. CRONJE, 
H.J. SMIT. 

On behalf of Moshesh-

In presence of-

MAQUAAI M1co.,\EL, X bis mark. 
J ono DEnossA, X his mark. 
DAVID RALIYE, X bis mark. 

JoHN BURNET, 
HAMPDEN WILLIS, 

J 08. RIVERS, 
C. B. JA...'iSON. 

This done at Thnba Bosigo on this 15th day of October in the 
Year of our Lord Ono Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-eight. 

Seal and mark X of Mos1rnsu, 
SoPHONIA. 

l\fork X of YONKER, sent by 
the Chief l\Ioo,\LE, 

Mark X of MoTA, son of MosHESJI. 
Signed and sealed in our presence. 

(Signed) T11EOP. JoussE, 
JonY Bu1tNET, C. C. of Aliwal North, 
HE:>RY BERG)L\N . 

.Appendix. 

The Government of the Orange Free State thinking itself entitled 
to compensation for the property stolen since the conclusion of tho 
armistice of the 1st June 18,jS, and the Chief Moshesh having 
declared the readiness of bis people to prove the losses sustained 
by them, from robberies committed on them by the native allies of 
the Orange Free State, since the conclusion of the said armistice, 
reserves to itself the right of appointing a Commission to confer with 
the Chief Mo,hesh on this point, and to enclea·rnur to come to some 
mutual amical,lc arrangement in respect of their losses. 
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Letter from tM High Commissioner to tM Ckuf JloaMsh. 
Aliwal North, 30th September, 1858. 

GREAT CmEF MosHESH,-It is with very great pleasure that I 
now enclose you two copies of a Treaty of Peace between your­
self and the Orange Free State, which was signed late yesterday 
evening. 

I congratulate you upon peace being restored to your country. 
One of the copies I send you, you must keep. The other copy, 
after you have signed it, must be returned to me. Do this without 
delay. 

The Treaty now enclosed differs in several respects from the terms 
contained in the letter which you placed in my hands, and which 
contained your offer. 

The Orange Free State will now get the greater part of the lands 
of Beersheba, and the Boundary Line has been altered in this 
form. Other alterations have been made in several of the conditions. 
Those of your people whom you sent to represent you here will 
explain these alterations to you, and the reasons why they were 
made. 

Not one of these points was yielded without a struggle, and it was 
necessary for your people to give way to bring the Free State to 
terms. Upon the whole, I feel sure that the terms of the Treaty, 
as at last concluded, are as advantageous as you could expect, and 
that you will be satisfied with them. In fact it is undoubtedly a 
treaty which, from the consolidation of your respective territories, 
and from its removing numerous causes of further and future disputes, 
is alike advantageous to the Free State and yourself. 

I intend immediately to return to your country to lay down myself 
the Boundary line between the Caledon River and the Orange River. 
My doing this will give confidence to the Europeans and your people, 
and will induce them to return without delay to their farms and to 
commence cultivation. In taking this step, which imposes much 
delay and trouble on me, I am giving you the greatest proof I can 
of my friendship and regard. Do you, on your part, send news to 
all parts of your territory of the conclusion of the Treaty, encourage 
your people to return to their villages and to commence cultivating, 
and take the most determined measures to prevent stealing. In this 
way yourself and your chiefs can reward me for the trouble I have 
taken to arrange your affairs and secure the future safety and welfare 
of the country and people. 

I send you two letters from the Free State about your hunting 
parties. Your people who carry this letter will tell you all my 
thoughts. 

(Signed) 
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Extract from a Dei,pntch of the High CommisKio-ner to tl,e Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

Aliwal North, 30th September, 1858. 
Her Majesty's Government will be glad to learn that a Treaty of 

Peace was late yesterday afternoon signed between the Orange Free 
State and the Basuto nation, and that I think the aspect of affairs 
is now so favourable that the 31st Regiment may at once go on to 
India, as originally intended. I must still, however; return to the 
Basuto country for a few days, for the purpose of restoring mutual 
confidence between the European and Native populations. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Free State Commission to the High 
Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 30th September, 1858. 
SIR,-The Commission appointed by the Volksraad to represent 

the Oran~o Free State at Your Excellency's mediation, having been 
informed by Your Excellency that several parties belonging to the 
people of the chief Moshesh are at present hunting within the 
boundaries of our State, beg to acquaint Your Excellency that they 
will cause clue notice to be given as soon as possible to those parties 
of a treaty of peace having been concluded between the Free State 
and Moshesh, by which treaty such parties are prohibited from 
hunting within our boundaries without permission having been 
obtained from the Landclrost, and that ample time will be allowed 
to them to rt>turn within their own limits without molestation. 

(Sigoocl) H. A. L. ILrnELBERO. 

Letter from I.he High Co111111issio11er to tl,e Pn?side11t of the Orange Free 
State. 

Elandsberg, 1st October, 1858. 
SIR,-1 beg to state for Your Honour's information that on my road 

up here I have found Moshesh's natives in a state of great excitement 
on account of the constant thefts committed by the Native allies of 
the Free State. They assure me that, since I passed here a few 
days ago, Jan Letelle's people have carried off five Troops of Horses. 
The exl'itement is so great that I think it not impossible that war 
will be renewed by the Basutos, unless some means are taken by 
the Government of the Free State to put a stop to these thefts. 
The very nwn who negotiated the Treaty on the part of Moshesh, 
and who left Aliwal with me yosterJay in very goocl spirits, became 
so excited on hC'nring of the thefts committl'd on thl'ir people that 
I d: not know what the result may be. I therefore earnestly rec,lm-

u ll 
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mend Your Honour to take measures for putting a stop to the 
thefts which Jan Letelle's people are committing. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

The Boundary Lins. 

(The distances were not measured, but were computed by the 
Fieldcomets. The bearings were taken with a prismatic compass.) 

The boundary line commences at the junction of the Wilgebosch 
Spruit with the Caledon River, running on a bearing of 151 ° 30' 
up a rising ground to a neck, on which beacon No. 1 is placed, at 
a distance of 2½ miles from the river. The line then runs on the 
same bearing, for one mile, to a small kop, on the highest and 
most central portion of which beacon No. 2 is placed. It then 
runs on the same bearing fer six miles, to a remarkable, castellated, 
detached summit of Elandsberg; thence to the centre of the face 
of Elandsberg, where beacon No. 3 is placed. It then runs from 
Elandsberg, on a bearing of 206' 45', to a round rock standing on 
the centre of the flat topped part of the summit of Koesberg. The 
rock stands slightly to the right of a precipitous ravine, which appears 
to divide the table-topped part of the mountain into two almost 
equal portions. It. is about twelve miles in a direct line from the 
beacon on Elandsberg to the rock on Koesberg. Beacon No. 4 was 
placed on the line between Elandsberg and Koesberg, about three 
miles from the former mountain, on a small krans. Beacon No. 5 
was placed on the same line, about four miles further on, on the 
ridge of a hill, to the eastward, and immediately under the summit 
of the hill close to Van der Sandt's farm. Beacon No. 6 was placed 
about half a mile beyond Van der Sandt's homestead, but slightly 
to the east of the line, with the consent of the Basutos, so as to 
give a greater part of Van der Sandt's farm to the Free State. 

From the rock, on the summit of the table-topped.part of Koesberg. 
the line runs along the watArshed of the mountain for about 400 
yards, on a bearing of about 2G2'. It then becomes a tortuous line, 
following the watershed of the mountain for about four miles, until it 
reaches the south-western extremity of the Koesberg mountain, 
where some rocky points approach to within about 5 miles of Krans 
Kop, or the centre point of A-Intlaheng. The line then runs direct 
to Kranskop, beacon No. i being placed on that line, about ¾ of a 
mile from Koesberg. 

From the summit of ?tlatlaheng, on which beacon No. 8 was placed, 
the following bearings were taken :-

To Elandsberg, distant about 15 miles, 2' 
The beacon No. 6, distant about 1,200 yards, 195' 

Digitized by Google 



1858] BABUTOLAND RECORDS. 483 

To Mount Koha, in the Wittoborgon Native Reserve, 
distant about 18 miles, .. 189' 

To Mount Mayaputi, distant about 13 miles. . . 152' 
To the end of Koeshorg, distant ahout .5 miles, .. 289' 30· 
To the centre of Koesherg, .. 321° 30' 

The line runs from Kranskop, for ahout 1,200 yards, along a 
bearing of 195>, to beacon No. 9, following a slight ridge between 
two Yalleys on the top of the mountain. From beacon No. 9 the 
following bearings were taken :-

To point of ridge above Piet Swanopoel's farm, 
distant about one mile, . . 200' 

To highest peak above Danstor's Nok, about two 
miles, .. 182' 

To summit of Matlahong (Kranz Kop ), . . 15' 
The lino then runs along the ridge above Piot Swanopool's farm, 

down to Danstor's Nok, above Botha's farm. 
On Danstor's Nok beacon No. 10 was placed, from which the 

following bearings wore taken :-
To top of a wooded hill above Swanepool's farm, 

distant about ¼ of a mile . . . . 344' 30' 
To highest peak of hill immediately over Danster's 

Nek, .. 165° 
Tlw line runs from Danster's Nok to the top of the hill, which 

hears 165' from the beacon on the nek. Thence along the ridge 
of that hill, which overhangs, and runs· partly round, Botha's home­
stead. keeping the edge of the ridge on the side of the farm to the 
central petik of a high kop immediately' above Hans Botha's house. 

From that kop the line runs to a beacon placed on a remarkable 
point in a krans about a mile from Hans Botha's house, where 
there is a detached rock, with a Camdehoo stinkwood tree and a 
blaauwbosch growing on it. Hore beacon No. 11 was placed. 

From this beacon No. 1:! bore.. . . 190' 45· 
The highest point in the kop immediately above 

Haus Botha's house bore . . 18° 30' 
The lino then runs to beacon No. 12, which is placed on a ridge 

about 3½ miles above the farm formerly occupied by William Vogel, 
at Harteheest Hoek, and is situated directly in the lino running 
from the centre of Mount Matlaheng to a remarkable spitzkop in 
the ,vittebergon Native Reserve, called Mount Keba by the natives, 
and Rouddnbel by the boors. This beacon was computed to be about 
7½ miles distant from .the centre point of Matlaheng, and about the 
same distance from the 8vuth-we~tern end of Mayaputi. From this 
beacon the centre of Matlaheng bore H>, and the point taken as the 
centre of Korsberg bore 349'. 

UH~ 
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The eouthwest point of Mayaputi bore 107°, and was computed 
to be 7 ½ miles distant from the beacon. 

From thence the boundary line runs straight to the eouthwest 
point of Mount Mayaputi, where another beacon, No. 13, was 
placed. 

It was found impossible to run the line from any point from the 
summit of Mayaputi straight to the Wesleyan Missionary Station 
in the Wittebergen Native Reserve, without cutting off a narrow 
slip of land running along the north side of the river, which deprived 
all the farms in the Orange Free State, bounded by that line, of 
all communication with the river. This boundnry would thus have 
been a great disadvantage to the Free State. It was therefore 
arranged that the boundary should run from the beacon on Mount 
Mayaputi along the ridge of that mountain to a point where a ridge 
runs down from it to the Orange River, distant about four milei, from 
the mountain. 

From the beacon on Mayaputi, a bearing of 201½' struck the 
Orange River, on the point where the Free State boundary will 
now terminate. Thie bearing runs directly up a reach of the river, 
which appears to run straight to the beacon on Mount Mayaputi. 
It was further arranged that Mr. Austen should fix the beacons along 
the ridge running from Mayaputi to the Orange River, which ridge 
was pointed out to him and to the fieldcornets. 

By the abovestated arrangement the Orange Free State gains 
several square miles of territory not allotted to it by the Treaty. 

From Mount Mayaputi the beacon on Matlaheng bore 334'. 
• (Signed) G. OREY. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Chairman of the Ort1nge Fr,~ 
State Commission. 

Aliwal North, 8th October, 1858. 
Srn,-1 have now the honour. in compliance with your request, 

to enclose a written description and a rough sketch of the Boundary 
Line between the Orange Free State and Basutoland. 

The whole line has been pointed out to the Fieldcornets and 
Natives, and the points along it are either so remarkable, or so 
well marked with beacons, that th<>re cnu be no cliffieulty in identify­
ing them. 

The red line on the sketch shows nearly the Boundary Line. as it 
would have run in strict accordance with the Treaty, a considerable 
portion of land haii, as will be seen from the sketch, been added to 
the Free State, in order to secure the interests of the farmers. 
I hoped that some corresponding advantage would have been gaiuetl 
for the Ba,mtos, but this has not yet bt>Pn done. I should therefore 
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feel much obliged to you if you would press upon the President 
my earnest request that some equivalent concession should be made 
to the Basutos, such as by allowing them to retain the whole of 
the mountains of Koesberg and Matlaheng, where their interests 
have suffered. This could easily be done by letting the Boundary 
Line run along the base of those mountains instead of along their 
summits. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Preaidcnt of the Ora11_qe Free State to tl1e Hi9h 
Commissioner. 

Bloemfontein, 8th October, 1858. 
Srn,-Your Excellency's letter dated at Elandsberg the 1st instant, 

bringing to my notice the thefts recently committed in the Basuto 
country by the people of Jan Letelle, has just reached me, and in 
reply I beg to inform you that I have given the necessary directions 
that prompt measures be forthwith taken to put a stop to such 
practices, but at the same time I feel bound also to inform Your 
Excellency that I have every reason to believe that Letelle's people 
have only retaliated on the Basutos, who have up to the time of 
signing the treaty of peace never ceased committing depredations 
on them, ns well as on the Burghers of the Free State, in the Caledon 
River, Harrismith, and Win burg districts, which they have repeatedly 
entered in large bodies of armed men, and in some instances actually 
commenced breaking up land for gardens on some of the farms on 
our side of the line, in the direction of the Wittebergen. I would 
fain hope, however, that these irregularities and hostile demon­
strations will now be put a stop to. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosHOF. 

Letter from the Chief Jfoal1esh to the Hi9h Co111111isaio11er. 
Thaba Bosigo, 15th October, 1858. 

GREAT CmEF,-1 to-day put my seal on the treaty of peace brought 
to me by Mr. John Burnet. But I desire to be allowed to make 
some remarks on the two principal points, namely the thieving and 
the hunting. Thieving is a thing very difficult to be put to an end, 
and though my earnest desire is to do my utmost to prevent it, I 
cannot ascertain that I shall truly succeed to do so. The whites 
have prisons for thieves, and yet thieving is going on. What I 
mean is this : I earnestly desire a good and generous co-operation 
from the whites to stop robberies. For though God disapproves 
the thieving and gave men laws to punish them, yet He supports 
them and destroys them not. 
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The second point is about hunting. Great starvation reigns over 
my country this year, and a man who feels hungry is a man who 
has no ears to listen to any orders tending to restrain him to get 
food where food is to be had. I therefore ask for this year not 
to be bound to keep the law. If God give us rain and good harvest 
we next year shall be able to submit ourself to the regulations spoken 
of in the treaty of peace. But this year it should be impos,,ible 
for me to prevent my people to go. Even during this month a 
great number of them for want of food are already gone for the 
purpose of hunting wild beasts, having with them their wives and 
children. I therefore ask not t-0 be bound to keep such regulations 
for the present year. 

Now, Great Chief, I must thank you very much for all the trouble 
you have taken endeavouring to restore peace between the Govern­
ment of the Orange Free State and my people, and I earnestly 
desire that your trouble and fatigue prove not to be in vain. On 
the contrary I trust it will for the future bear good fruits for the 
prosperity of all. 

Accept, Great Chief, my grateful salutations. 
(Seal) Mark X of MosHESH. 

Notes of Mr. Burnet'& Mission to tJ,e Cl1ief Mosl,f,sl, at Tliaba IJosigo, to 
obtain the Ratification of the Treaty made by !1is Co111111inio11as 

with th;J Free State Gorer11ment on the '29tli Stpte111btr, 1858. 

Undertaken by direction of His Excellency the Governor Sir 
George Grey, K.C.B. 

October 12th, 1858. At Hebron Mission, Koesberg. Mr. Cothet, 
the missionary, informs ~e that the letter from the Chief Mosht'sh 
to His Excellency, received at Aliwal on the 8th instant, was brought 
to his station by Maquaai, one of the Commissioners of Moshe,;h; 
but that his horse being exhausted he could not go on to Aliwal. 
He had expected to find His Excellency still at Hebron, and to 
deliver the letter. Mr. Cochet says, from the statements of this 
man, he is very much surprised at the line as now laid down. It 
is so different from what Mushesh expected, and Mr. 0. fears it 
will not bring peace. Moshesh has agreed to it from necessity, hut 
his heart is not in it. Maquaai says, he and Jobo do not know of 
it, and never agreed to it, but supposed it to be the same or nt>arly 
the same that Moshesh had proposed at Morija. Mr. C. thinks 
the Hebron Station is ruined by it, and that Moshesh is thus saC'ri­
ficing his people on this part of the Line; cannot expect his doings 
will be respected by his people; troubles are only beginning. Letelle 
has taken possession of Lebenya's kraals, and thieving is still 
going on. 
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Mr. Burnet told Mr. Cochet that he was present when the alter­
ations in the Treaty from the propositions of Moshesh at Morija 
had been fully explained to both Maquaai and Jobo. Maquaai 
said he fully understood them, and that Moshesh had given them 
power to consent to them. The alterations were pointed out on 
the map to them, and such pains taken by His Excellency that 
there cannot be a doubt they fully understood what they were doing, 
and that there was no mistake. 

Mr. Coehet has received no letters from his Freneh Brethren, 
and does not know an)ihing save what Maquaai has told him. 

Mr. Burnet proceeds on towards Thaba Bosigo, and he arrives 
on the 13th at Morija Mission Station. 

Mr. Maeder, the Assistant Missionary, has received a letter to-day 
from Mr. Arbousset, who is still at Bethesda on the Orange River, 
that he does not yet know how the line is made, and asking the 
partieulars. Mr. Arbousset has heard that Moshesh's Morija pro­
positions have all been accepted. 

Mr. Maeder has also received a letter from Dr. Lautre, the Medical 
Oflicer of the French Mission 11.t Thaba Bosigo, which states that 
Moshesh has not signed the Treaty. Lotsie had also told Mr. Maeder 
that Moshcsh had sent a letter to the Governor. 

Mr. Burnet gives Mr. Maeder a copy of the Albert Timea containing 
the printed Treaty. 

The same evening late Mr. Burnet visits Letsie ·at his kraal, telling 
him that he is going to Moshesh with letters from His E.,:cellency, 
and asking Letsie to accompany him. 

Letsie is glad to see Mr. Burnet, and h,Jpes that he comes to make 
an end of this business. Letsie, although he has orders from his 
father to go and visit Mogale his uncle to-morrow, will not go, 
but will accompany Mr. Burnet to Thaba Bosigo, and will meet 
him by a short road to-morrow morning early. Mr. Burnet has 
come far on their account and Letsie will go with him to Moshesh. 

Letsie then at parting asks the particulars of Mr. Burnet's coming 
to Moshesh. 

Mr. Burnet says: "To deliver His Excellency's letters, and also 
'' the Treaty of Peace with the Free State, to be signed by Moshesh 
" now that Moshesh had sent his letter agreeing to it and His 
"Excellency had made the Line on the ground." 

Letsie made no answer. 
14th. Mr. Burnet starts from Morija for Thaba. Bosigo. 
Letsie sends one of his people as a guide with a message to say 

that he cannot go with Mr. Burnet to Moshesh, as he has no horse 
to ride. 

On arriving at Thaba Bosigo find Mr. Jousae and Dr. Lautre 
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absent, having gone to Paulus Moperi to preach; they are not expected 
till to-morrow. 

'\"hilst at breakfast a message arrives from Moshesh, stating that 
he has heard of Mr. Burnet's arrival, and wishes to know whether 
the visit is to the Missionaries or to himself, and if the latter, whether 
Mr. Burnet will come up to him on the mountain, or he must come 
down to the Station. At the same moment Mr. Joui,se and Dr. 
Lautre return home. 

Mr. Burnet sends a message that he is preparing to visit Moshesh 
on his mountain. 

Mr. Burnet having requested the Rev. Mr. Jousse to aecompnny 
him, he agrees to do so. Mr. Burnet tells Mr. Jousse the object 
of his coming. Mr. Jousse said he was aware that Moshesh had 
not signed the Treaty. 

Mr. Jousse had declined writing the letter which Moshesh sent 
to His Excellency on that orrnsion, because he will not write a 
deception. Mr. Jousse is always ready and willing to write for 
Moshesh, when he aets and speaks with his whole heart. That 
letter was not M;::,shesh's heart, and therefore Mr. Jousse would 
not write for him; his fonner experience of Moshesh has taught 
him this caution. Moshesh would afterwards deny what was written, 
if it suited him to do so. 

Mr. Burnet docs not understand it all. In the letter of the 4th 
instant, Moshesh says that he agrees to the Boundary Line, and 
that he has already agreed to all the other articles at l\Iorijn, and 
thanks His Excellency for all he has clone. If this be so, why 
does he not si{,,'11 the Treaty. 

Mr. Jousse says: "That is just the mistake, Moshesh does not 
" moan that, far from it. He has said he agrees to the line, but 
" he has done so of necessity ; and for the other part of the letter 
" he means that he holds by his proposals at Morija, but does not 
"agree to those in the Treaty, they have beon so altered. Moshesh 
"will never sign the Treaty." 

Mr. Burnet asks: "Why then did Moshesh give Maquaai and 
"Jobo full powers to go to Aliwal North, and treat for him?" 

Mr. Jousse: "They had no sueh powers. Moshesh would not 
'' have objected to any trifling clepnrture from the propot'ition he 
"made at l\Iorija, but these have been so entirely altered that he 
"will not sign the Treaty." 

Mr. Burnet: " I heard His Excellency in answer to the Free State 
"Commissioners say,-' Maquaai and Joho had full powers to do 
" anything.' I heard Sir George say in answer to the enquiry 
" of Mr. Hamelberg, the President of the Free State Commission, 
"that these men were fully empowerea hy Moshesh to do so. dis 
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" Excellency would never have said so, unloss Moshesh had deceived 
" him into this belief. So far as I now can see, we are just where 
" we started, and His Excellency may have taken all this trouble 
" in vain." 

Mr. Jousse: "Things are worse, much worse than before. I see 
"nothing but troubles. Moshesh does not care that (snapping his 
'' fingers) for the Boers, and has only looked to Hie Excellency 
" throughout," 

Mr. Burnet asks: "Where are Maquaai and Jobo?" 
Mr. Jousse: "They have not returned to Thaba Bosigo; the 

"papers were sent, I think, by Maquaai, and I believe Jobo has 
"gone to Poshuli." 

Mr. Burnet " does not think the Boers will ever submit to any 
" such proposals as Moshesh made at Morija, judging from the 
" difficulty His Excellency had in getting what he has got for 
" Moshesh. It is all very well for Moshesh to boast, but the Boers 
'' boast also, and there are many of them far from satisfied ; the end 
"of it now is, if Moshesh does not agree to what His Excellency has 
"done, there will be war anew, and they will have to fight it out." 

Mr. Jousse: "The Natives will not agree to give up so much 
"country as they now lose by the Treaty. They require it all." 

Mr. Burnet : "Nobody will say so who rides through it, but I 
" am only sent to explain to Moshesh any points upon which he 
"may ask explanation regarding the Treaty. I havo no further 
"instructions. I can now, however, see plainly that His Excellency 
" has been grossly deceived by Moshesh in this whole business, if 
"things be as they now seem. Maquaai and Jobo made not the 
"least difficulty about the alterations. They made no objections 
"to cutting down the Beersheba Station to 6,000 acres. In fact the 
"only point of difficulty with them at Aliwal North, as it appeared 
" to me, was about the hunting clause, and the refusal of the Free 
" State Commission to relax the operation of it for one year, until 
" the crops were ripe and the Basutos had food enough. They 
" said they feared the refusal would have a bad effect upon the 
"minds of their people. All the other points seemed easy." 

1 p.m. Ascended Thaba Bosigo, and was kindly received by 
Moshesh; presented His Excellency's letter, and explained the 
object of my mission. 

The Rev. Mr. Jousse, by the request of Moshesh, translated His 
Excellency's letter. 

Moshesh says : " His Excellency is a vory wise man, ai1d I am 
" very glad to receive his letter, and to hear his message through 
"Burnet, who has been always the medium of communicating with 
" His Excellency at Aliwal." 
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Moshesh then, after looking at His Excellency's letter which Mr. 
Jousse had interpreted, asked if that was the document upon whieh 
he must put his name. 

Mr. Burnet again explains fully what is required by His Excellency. 
After much search and delay, the duplicate Treaty with His Ex­

cellency's letter is found and placed in the hands of Moshesh. 
Moshesh desires Mr. Jousse to read the Boundary Line clause in 

the Treaty, when Mr. Burnet explains to Moshesh that His Excellency 
has gone over that country after the Treaty was. made with some 
of the Free State Commissioners and Jobo, and had laid down the 
Line on the ground and marked it by mountains and Beacons, and 
also made a chart of it upon paper, which would soon be sent to 
Moshesh. 

Moshesh understands this, but he hears of "Warden's Line" also 
in the Treaty. 

Moshesh has done with Warden's Line, it is dead, and he will hear 
nothing more of it. 

Mr. Burnet explains what he hears of Wm·den's Line is the portion 
of it above Beersheba, which is left as it was before, to make part of 
the Boundary. 

Moshesh says that neither Jobo nor Maquaai had come back, and 
he should also consult with his sons in a thing of such great moment 
as this, it involves great responsibility. 

Mr. Burnet says His Excellency believes that Maquaai and Jobo 
had after the Morija meeting, where all the Chiefs were Jlresent, 
received full power to treat, and that they had been sent to Aliwal 
North with him for that purpose. They had made the Treaty and 
been with His Excellency to lay the Boundary Line upon the ground, 
and His Excellency could not think there was anything more to be 
done or said, save that Moshesh should sign and seal what had been 
done in his name by his Commissioners. 

Moshesh says : " Yes ! Sir George Grey is the fifth great man 
" who has come here to make matters right between me and the 
"Boers," (counting on his fingers, Napier, Maitland, Cathcart, Clerk), 
"and such arrangements have always ended by a piece of country 
" being lost to my people. I wished at Morija to leave the whole 
"matter in His Excellency's hands. 1 and the Boers a.re both his 
" children, and we must listen to our father. If His Excellency 
" thought that my proposition was good, why did he let the Boers 
" alter them? "\¥by did he not say,-• It must be so.' " 

Mr. Burnet reminds Moshesh that His Excellency had also brought 
proposals from the Boers at Beersheba to him at Morija, which he had 
in like manner altered, and that His Excellency had then told him, 
that after hearing his propositions His Excellency must go back to 
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the Boers and see whether they would agi·ee, and that Moshesh 
must send Commissioners. Mr. Burnet is now only come as a mes­
senger from His Excellency, he is nothing but a mouth to deliver 
a word, he has no power to alter a word, only to explain what 
Moshesh may say. 

Moshesh asks : " ,Vhether His Excellency has given Jan Letelle 
" a country ? " 

Mr. Bw·net does not know that His Excellency has done so; but 
knows that Letelle has asked for a country. Latella did the same 
to Austen some years ago, saying he was a Chief without a home. 
Austen had no power to give him a place. Mr. Burnet has heard 
from Mr. Cochet, in passing, that Letelle had asked for a country 
and spoken with His Excellency about a part near Faku's and below 
the mountain. 

Mosh'!sh said : " One Great Chief should not take away the people 
'' of another Great Chief." 

Mr. Burnet believes that Letelle is still on his old place, and 
claiming to be independent. Mr. Burnet thinks Moshesh ought 
to be glad to get rid of his company, he does not seem to be a 
very first rate neighbour. 

A very long discourse was now held by Moehesh to his children 
and the Natives present (about 10 or 12 men). 

Mr. Jousse gives a very short interpretation of it; he says it 
embraces the question of the Line, and also the thieving and 
hunting clauses, and is a repetition of what has beon formerly 
said. 

Moshesh asks: "Does Mr. Burnet know anything about the estab­
" lishment of British officers or Residents in Moshesh's country?" 

Mr. Burnet knows nothing more than what passed between His 
Excellency and Moshesh at Morija. 

After a good deal of more talking with his people, Mr. Burnet 
said it seemed useless to wait any longer. Moshesh must know 
what he intended to do, or would he wish to wait and consider till 
to-morrow? 

Both Dr. Lautre and Mr. Jousse wished Mr. Burnet not to hurry 
Moshesh, but allow him to go on. Dr. Lautre did not listen to his 
talking (he said). 

Moshesh said at last : " I will agree t-0 the Boundary Line, as 
" His Excellency has made it, but I cannot agree to the regulations 
"about thieving. If I sign these, I just sign a great lie. How 
" can I be bound to say that there will be no more stealing in my 
"country? There have always been thieves in the whole world." 

Mr. Burnet said: "Everyone knows that, and Moshesh is only 
" bound by the Treaty to do his best to detect and punish thieves 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



492 BASUTOLAND RECORDS. LIS.58 

"and get back the stolen property, and if he finds he cannot do 
"this himself, the white men are bound by the Treaty to help him." 

Moshesh says : "I know the Boers, they will not act up to the 
" Treaty and trace the property stolen, but they will come after­
" wards, a long time, as they have always done, with a great demand 
"upon me." 

Mr. Burnet says the spoor is the first proof. 
Moshesh asks: "Who is now the judge? " 
Dr. Lautre explains to Mr. Burnet that Moshesh now alludes to 

the alteration made in that article from the propositions at Morija. 
By these Moshesh was the judge, he must be satisfied of the proof. 
Now it was not so. This condition is taken out. 

Mr. Burnet thinks, the spoor is the first, as well as the chief proof 
of the theft; and if the Boers do not follow it up there is an end 
of all claim for restitution or for compensation. Proof is proof 
before Boers or Basutos. 

Moshesh then said: "There is the same objection to the hunting 
"clause. My people are hungry, and they are gone away in hundreds, 
" men, women, and children, to kill game and get food, and how 
·• am I to keep this law at present? I cannot prevent these people, 
" and I do not know where they are, I only know from what I ht>ar, 
" that they are gone in great numbers ; they have not had any liberty 
" from me, and yet I am to agree that they will not go to the 
" Free State. It is not possible for me to promise this ; they think 
"God made the wild beasts for every one. for \Vhites and Blacks." 

Mr. Burnet says : " His Excellency has done all he can in this 
" case also, as Moshesh hears from his letter, until this year's crops 
"grow and food is plentiful again." 

Another long discourse between l\Ioshesh and his children now 
follows; but very little of it (Mr. Jousse and Tu. Lautre say) is 
worth interpreting. 

Moshesh says : "I have by my letter of 4th instant consented to 
" the boundary line as it has now been made by His Excellency. 
" Why cannot His Excellency take my letter and put it upon the 
" Treaty ? " 

Mr. Burnet says: " Moshesh must recollect that he says also in 
" the same letter that he has already apJlroved of the other articles 
" at Morija. His talking in this way is like beating the air.'' 

Moshesh goes on at greater length. Mr. Jousse says, now it is 
one thing, then another, now Moshesh will sign the Treaty, then 
he will not, he can make nothing of him. 

Mr. Burnet says: "It is now nearly dark, and we are just where 
" we began. Moshesh must understand me, I am not sent here to 
" wrangle or to argue with him, I have no power to do anything. 
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" Moshesh can ratify the treaty, or leave it. He cannot half do it, 
" by adopting one portion and leaving another. I have no right 
" to press advice upon Moshesh, he is the person who must answer 
" to his people, but I am sorry to go back to the Governor without 
" fulfilling what I was sent for; and I would say to Moshesh that 
" I do not know what His Excellency will think of it all. Moshesh 
"consented to the mediation with joy. His Excellency came and 
" visited him, and he promised to go to Beersheba, which he himself 
" selected. He broke his word, and His Excellency came back to 
" him to Morija; he made his propositions, and sent his commission to 
" Aliwal, as His Ei:cellency believed with the fullest powers. The 
" Treaty is made and signed, and His Excellency goAs back to the 
'' country and makes the line on the ground that there may be no more 
" mistakes, and sends Maquaai with the Treaty to Moshesh for 
"ratifieation. Moshesh sends it back without signature, and His 
'· Exeellenry, thinking it was a mistake, as Moshesh's letter says 
" that he agrees to it, sends me back to explain all Moshesh may 
" want to be informed of, whirh I have done, and now Moshesh 
"does not know what he will do. ,vhat will His Excellency now 
"think? Ile can only think that Maquaai and Jobo had no powers, 
" as Moshosh does not ratify their arts." 

1\foshesh again returns to the accepting of the Line, without 
reference to the other points, thieving and hunting. 

Mr. Joui:,se says Moshesh changes every minute. 
Mr. Burnet says again to Moshesh, would he rather wait till to­

morrow? Mr. Burnet will either come up again or meet Moshesh at 
the Mission house. 

Dr. Lautre and Mr. Jousse say, delay is useless, Moshesh must 
now come to a decision what he will do, to-morrow there will be 
just the same difficulty. 

'Mr. Jousse addresses Moshesh at some length. 
Moshesh answers him, when Mr. Jousse says: "Moshesh is now 

" getting angry with me, he thinks I wish to force him, whilst I 
'• am only trying to make him understand the position in which he 
•· stands." 

Mr. Burnet thinks it is of little use talking any longer, it is now 
dark night. and there are no canclles in the house. it appears. 

Mosbesh says, he has a kaross, a present for Mr. Burnet; he 
sent also one to the Governor, and has kept one for Burnet, which 
he wishes to give him. 

Mr. Burnet thanks Mosbesb. ,v ould Moshesh like to see Mr. 
Burnet again. a3 he would wish to go away very early to-morrow, 
pro,,j<led nothing is further to be dune. 

After a good dral of talking (Mr. Jousse says, of a vacillating 
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character) with his children and people, Moshesh says: "I will 
" sign the treaty which His Excellency has made ; but I will write 
" a letter to him about the difficulties I feel over the thieving and 
"hunting artides, and Mr. Burnet will send it to His Excellency. 
"I will come to-morrow and do so at the Missionary's house. I 
"want to finish the business that I can get 'boroka' (sleep)." 

Mr. Burnet says : " I will wait for Moshesh, and will be glad that 
" he come early ; as I have a desire to get back as soon as possible. 
" I would say one word about the letter Moshesh means to write. 
" The Treaty is the Treaty, binding upon Moshesh when he signs 
" it. The letter Moshesh writes to the Governor cannot affect the 
"treaty or make it less binding." 

Mr. Jousse explains to Moshesh, and answers that he perfectly 
understands this. 

Mr. Burnet, Mr. Jousse, Dr. Lautre, and Mr. Bergman (who had 
accompanied Mr. Burnet from Aliwal North) return to the Mission 
house. 

Mr. Jousse, on the way down the mountain, informs Mr. Burnet 
that Letsie, on the day on which he had signed the letter to His 
ExceUency, along with his father (4th instant) had said to Moshesh, 
"whatever you do shall be well." 

Mr. Jousse says: "1 have this week been as far as Moperi's 
"rer,iidence on the Winburg Frontier. He and Molapo are deliver­
" ing out stolen property and thieves ; even property taken in 
" the war, under certain circumstances, has been delivered out by 
th£>m." 

15th October, 7 a.m. Moshesh with his sons Tsekelo and 
arrived at the Mission house. After breakfasting Moshesh said, he 
had now come to sign the Treaty, he would also write and explain 
to His Excellency his groat difficulty about thieving and hunting. 
God permitted thieves to live, and he could not be sure there 
were none in his country, the white man must assist him in this 
matter . 

Mr. Burnet points out to Moshesh that this is just what the new 
Treaty prJvides for. If Moshesh cannot punish ihe thieves and 
make them pay the stolen property, the white men are bound to 
help to do it. 

lloshesh then goes over part of his last night's discourse, that 
the Boers will not trace the spoor, but come with letters demanding 
the property, and where is Moshesh to find it ? 

l\Ioshesh says: " During the short time I have been here this 
" morning, a Boer near Smithfield has sent mo a letter that his oxen 
"have been stolen since the war, and asks me to let his servant 
"go and look for them; where am I to fincl them?" 
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Mr. Burnet thinks that the moment the treaty takes effect, the 
tracing of the spoor is the firRt and chief point. 

Moshesh asks again about Jan Letelle being allowed a place by 
the Governor, and says it would add to the difficulties which he 
has to deal with, should His Excellency do so, as Letelle would do 
mischief. 

Mr. Burnet cannot say what His Excellency may do in respect 
of Letelle. Letelle has promised to His Excellency that he would 
not steal any more. 

The Treaty is now signed, by Moshesh affixing his mark and 
seal to the two originals signed by the Commissioners at Aliwal 
North. 

The letter of Moshesh to the Governor is then signed by Moshesh, 
and the duplicate of the Treaty, with the letter handed oTer to 
Mr. Burnet. 

Mr. Burnet requests Mr. Jousse again to explain to Moshesh what 
he had said to him last night on the mountain, as to the Treaty 
and the letter to His Excellen(!y being totally distinct matters,-the 
first being an Act binding upon Moshesh with the Free State Govern­
ment, the last a request for a grace at the hands of His Excellency, if 
it could be obtained. 

Moshesh perfectly understands this. " It is now done. He hopes 
"to have boroka (sleep)." 

Mr. Burnet says, Moshesh in one of his letters to His Excellency 
said that he will always now use the seal given to him by Sir 
Peregrine Maitland, but His Excellency has received several letters 
since without the seal. Mr. Burnet thinks Moshesh ought to be 
particular in this respect, in order that His Excellency the Governor 
may never have any doubt about the letters being really Moshesh's 
letters. 

Moshesh thanks Mr. Burnet, and will henceforth do as he says, and 
always affix his seal. 

Mr. Burnet says, he will be ready at all times to receive and 
trant1mit Moshesh's communications to His Excellency. Should the 
matter be urgent, Moshesh must intimate it to Mr. Burnet, when 
measures will be taken that no delay take place. 

Moshesh left soon after, and Mr. Burnet returned the same day 
to Morija Mission Station. 

These notes are written out on my arrival at Aliwal North, from 
rough memoranda taken after the interviews, and from memory. 
They contain every point of moment which was touched upon during 
the journey. 

(Signed) JonN BURNET, C.C. of Aliwal North. 
Aliwal North, 19th October, 1858. 
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Extract from a Dupatch of the High Commuaioner to the Secretary of 
State for tk Colonies. 

Cap~ Town, 22nd October, 1858. 
Srn,-I have the honour to report my arrival in Cape Town early 

this morning. I enclose for your information a copy of the Treaty 
of Peace which has been concluded between the Orange Free State 
and the Basuto Nation. From this you will find that in the mediation 
which I undertook, I, in careful compliance with your directions, 
abstained from involving in any way either Great Britain or the 
Colony in the differences prevailing between the States which lie 
beyond our Frontier. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tht President of tlie Orange Free State to the Chief Moskal,. 

BI~emfontein, 26th October, 1858. 
Goon FRIEXD,-1 received a letter receh-ed from Sir George Grey, 

the Go,·ernor of the Cape Colony, conveying your request that this 
Government might not for a while lay too great restrictions on hunting 
parties coming into the Free State, on account of the distress amongst 
your people. 

I imme,liately wrote to the Landdrosts on the subject, authorizing 
them to arrange such fair and equitable terms with each Chief who 
desires to send out such hunting party as will (whene,·er the same 
is allowed) secure its being done without disturbing the peace of 
the Boers on our frontiers, and that each hunting party proceeds 
under the orders and superintendence of eome Captain, whose name 
and the number of hunters with him must be specified earh 
time in a pass, signed either by yourself, or one of your subordi­
nate principal Chiefs, and ·provided that notice of such intended 
hunt be always given to the nearest fieldcornet at least eight days 
previously. 

These conditions I think you will admit to be very reasonable, 
and easily complied with, and I hope that your people will be com­
pcllt-d strictly to adhere thereto, instead of continuing to do as they 
like. and to disturb the peace of the country as hitherto by conduct, 
11uch as you will find stated in a Government Notice published 
in the Gautf~ of this day's elate, of which I herewith enclose a 
copy. 

Trusting soon to hear that effectual meai;ures have been taken 
by you to put a stop to such irregularities and hostile proreedings. 
and that the stolen property has been returned to it!! owners. I 
remain, Great Chief, your friend, 

(Signed) J. BosnoF. 
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Letter from the Pn1tidmt of the Orange Free State to the High Commiuiomir. 

Bloemfontein, 26th October, 1858. 
Sra,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your 

Excellency's letter, dated Aliwal North the 8th instant. I have 
not received a copy or duplicate of the treaty of peace, as ratified 
and signed by Mo!;hesh, which I understand Mr. Hamell,erg believes 
Your Excellency recei,ed when on the point of quitting Aliwal; 
should this be the case I shall feel greatly obliged to Your Excelll'ncy 
if you could furnish me therewith by the time the Volksraad meets, 
viz., the 22nd of next month. 

With reference to the question of hunting in this State by the 
Basutos, Your Excellency will perceh·e from the enclosed copies of 
a Circular to the Landdrosts, dated 14th instant, and the letter uf 
Landdrost Howell in reference thereto, dated 18th instant, that I 
lost no time in endeavouring to procure such information as would 
enable me to infor111 Moshesh under what restrictions such hunting 
parties could be admitted consistently with the safety of the State; 
but I regret having to state that the Basutos have ever since the 
conditions for the cessation of hostilities were signed disregarded 
every condition made in that respect on their behalf, that they have 
continued up to the present time to enter the State in strong armed 
parties, and spreading particularly over the Winburg District to 
any extent they please, without the slightest previous notice being 
given to, or permission obtained from any one of the authorities 
in this State. That robberies have moreover been going on to such 
an extent that the farmers have found it absolutely impossible to 
re-occupy their lands.-some of which the Basutos are now taking 
posse!lsion of. 

Such conduct is quite in accordance with the reports the Basutos 
are spreading in every direction, to the effect that Moshesh was 
not sincere in agreeing to the treaty of peace, because his people 
never will agree to any Boundary Line, and that tlwy will not be 
satisfied until they have the country as for as the Vaal River. That 
they purposely eontinue to send out large hunting parties to provoke 
the Boers to resist them, and that their object is, as soon as their 
horses are somewhat improved in condition, to invade the Free State 
under the pretence of hunting game. 

I have, however, written to Moshesh on the subject, as Your 
Excellency will find from the enclosed copy. 

I have already given instructions to the Landdrost of Smithfield 
as to the complaints against Letelle, and have no doubt he will do his 
best, and will be able to ched, the rattle and horse lifting by his 
peoph>, but if the Busutos will not discontinue such practices upon 
Leh-lie and his people. it will he more than consists in the nature 
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of man, or the notions of farmers, and of justice entertained by Black 
men, quietly to submit to such treatment and in such cases. 

I think Your Excellency will agree with me that on our part to 
force him to submit quietly would not be wise, as we would only 
be compelling him to go back to the Basutos, and plunder the Free 
State, with a better chance of doing so successfully and with impunity. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosnoF. 

IAttw from tk Superint,ndent of the Wittehergen Native Reserve to th6 
Civil Commu11ioner of A.liwal North. 

Wittebergen, 28th October, 1858. 
Sm,-1 beg to state for your information that while on an inspec­

tion tour with Mr. Orpen to the Tees, I found a number of Morosi's 
followers back in the Reserve. I spoke t.o these fellows and asked 
them by whose authority they were there, and when they had .come 
back. They said they returned five days ago, and that Morosi 
had ordered them to come back and cultivate lands in that portion 
of the Reserve which His Excellency promised to the Revd. Rolland 
for the use of the Beersheba people. They also said that they know 
nothing, that I was to go and speak to Morosi about their being there. 
I told them that I had found them there, and that I would hold them 
responsible for their own conduct, and had nothing to do with Morosi. 
I warned them of the danger to which they had exposed them~h-es, 
and that if they did not move back into their own chief's country, 
I did not know at what moment they might be taken up for being in 
the Colony without a pass. 

These men also told me that the whole of the country from the 
Tees to where the line cuts Reed's farm in the Free State through 

. the Orange River over my Residence to the Wittebe1gen had been 
given back to Morosi. I endeavoured to explain the b:iundary to 
these men, and to show them that they were wrong, but regret to 
say that after I had left them they told my attendant, a man upon 
whom I can depend, that if the Government intended to keep that 
country that Morosi had said that he would steal, which would signify 
war. I fear from the conduct of these men that if the Beersheba 
people are located in that pal't 0£ th<l R<lsel've, that Morosi will gin! 
trouble, and this sudden change in the tone of Morosi's conduct is 
caused by the sudden and unexpected removal of the Police from 
the Reserve, before the settlement of affairs between the Free State 
and Moshesh was generally known and the Treaty consolidated. 

I hope however that my explanation and advice to Morosi's men 
will have the desired effect. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN. 
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Letter from the Pre11idmt of the Orange Free Stnu to the High Com­
m1s111011er. 
Bloemfontein, 10th November, 1858. 

Srn,-Sevoral parties who have lost farms by the new boundary 
line having made application for compensation out of the Beersheba 
lands, which for various reasons it is very desirable should be occupied 
as soon as possible, but as those lands cannot be inspected with 
any permanent result before the 6,000 acres allowed to the Frem:h 
Missionary Station at that place be marked off and defined in terms of 
Article 4 of the Treaty of Peace, by a Commissioner or Commissioners 
appointed by Your Excellency, I shall feel greatly obliged by Your 
Excellency making the appointment, and instructing such Commis­
sioner or Commissioners to proceed to Beersheba for the aforesaid 
purpose with as little delay as possible. giving due notice to the 
MissionariC's and the Landdrost of Smithfield of the time when such 
Commissioners will commence their labours. 1 have, &c., 

(Signed) J. BosuoF. 

Extract, from the Speech of the President of the Orange Free State at the 
• opening of the Voll.:araad on 22nd Not·ember 1858. 

His Excellency Sir George Grey, the Governor of the Cape Colony, 
arrived here on the 20th of August last, as you are aware, on the 
invitation of this Government, in order by his mediation to effect a 
~rmanent peace between this State and the Basuto tribes ; and after 
consulting with me regarding a fitting time and place for a meeting 
between our Commission, appointed by yourselves, and the Chief 
Moshesh or his representatives, His Excellency left this place on 
the 25th of August for Thaba Bosigo. The meeting was finally, 
with Moshesh's consent. fixed to take place at Beersheba on the 
15th September. The Commission named by you accordingly went 
thither; but for the details connected with their proceedings and 
with the treaty of peace which they ultimately framed and concluded, 
I would desire to refer you to the report of their able chairman, of 
whose unwearied interest and zeal up to the termination of the 
business, I am enabled to bear ample testimony. 

Although in my opinion the advantages of this treaty lie wholly 
on the side of the Basutos, and the sacrifices on the part of the 
State, both in ground and in other respects, are considerable, I 
still think the Commission, under all the circumstances, aeted wist>ly 
in a~seuting to such accommodating terms. 

His Exeellency the Governor likewise [to aecompli"h this objeet) 
took so much pains, ancl aeted with so much forbearance and patience, 
a" to hfl entitled to the unbounded esteem and gratitude of every 
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burgher of our State. No other than Sir George Grey could have 
been so successful in this difficult task ; and that be did so far succeed 
no one could have calculated who reflects on the strict injunctions of 
his P11.rliament, which evidently dreaded nothing more strongly than 
that the Cape Colony should be drawn into difficulties for the sake of 
the Free State. 

That the dispute regarding the boundary line between this State 
and the Basutos, about which so much falsehood has been trumpeted 
to the world, and the alleged, though unfounded, grievances of the 
Basutos on this score (which have always been placed among the 
leading accusations both against the British Government and that 
of the Free State, as a cloak and pretext for all the criminal deeds 
of the pretendedly "Tonged partiefl), may now come to an end,­
that our frontier inhabitants may henceforth occupy their lands 
undisturbed, and that their property, both fixed and movable, may 
be respected by the Basuto trihes, and the rights of this State be 
as scrupulously observed by them as we have ever regarded theirs, 
and that a pE>rmanent peace may subsif!t between us, must be the 
cordial desire of every burgher of the State; still I must admit that 
such hope, however sincere and ardent, rests on slender grounds, for 
since the day that the truce was signed between us and '1.foshei-h. 
the Basutos. or at any rate some of them, and especially the followers 
of Posuli and Molitsane, have not ceased, by robberies and other 
wanton acts, to impoverish the country, and to keep large tracts on 
our confines unsafe for our burghers, so that they dare not venture 
to return to their devastated farms. 

Several applications have been 'lodged for compensation out of 
the Beersheba lands, from persons who have lost their farms from 
the alteration in the Basuto line. I have requested the landdrost 
of Smithfield to furnish me with a statement of the number of farms 
pre,;ously occupied or unoccupied, to which claims were made; and 
it appears from a list I have received that the number of farms which 
were occupied at the time when the country was taken over amounts 
to about thirteen, and that of unoccupied ones to about thirty-seven; 
but, inasmuch as it lies within the power of your honourable body 
alone to determine this matter, I have referred these applications for 
compensation to you. 

In pursuance of the resolution adopted at your last session, I have 
caused inquirief! to be instituted regarding the claims for compensation 
made by certain French missionaries and British subjects. The report 
of the State Attorney thereupon, to whom I forwarded the affidavits, 
as well as his opinion and that which I expre!!t<ly requestro from 
Mr. Adrncate Hnmclb<:-rg on the suhject, will be laid upon tlw 
table. 
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Letter from the Hig/1 Commissioner to tlte President of the Orange Free 
State. 
Cape Town, 23rd November, 1858. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th instant, requesting me, in terms of the recently concluded 
Treaty, to aJlpoint a Commission for the purpose of marking off and 
defining the Lands round Beersheba, which are to be reserved for 
Missionary purposes. In compliance with your wishes, Mr. Burnet 
shall be forthwith despatched from Aliwal North, for the purpose 
of executing this service. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Landdrost of Winburg to the Goi-er11111ent Secretary of 
the Orange Free State. 

Winburg, 25sten November, 1858. 
\VEL En. HEER,-lk heb UEd. te informeeren dat ik heden een 

boodschap van het Opperhoofd Paulus Moperi ontvangen heb, als 
dat hij, ziende dat de heer Senekal en zijne kinderen door de omstan­
digheden van den Basuto oorlog ontbloot waren van kost, goedgekeurd 
heeft om voor dien gemelden beer zijne plaats te laten vol pikken 
en beplanten, zoo ook andere plaatsen onder dezelfde omstnndigheden ; 
en dat de Basutos verlangen waren dat de heer Senekal, en de andere 
personen die hunne plaatsen verlaten hadden, zouden terug keeren nu 
na den vrede. 1k ben, enz., 

(Geteekend) JAMES HOWELL. 

Letter from tl1e High Co111111issio11er to the Chi,f lllosl1esh. 
Cape Town, 30th November, 1858. 

GuEAT CmEF Mos11Es11,-I have been written to and told that you 
are preparing war against Moroko. I do not believe this, but I write 
to you to say that my interest in yourself and your affairs remains 
undiminished, and that I earnestly hope that you will continue to 
strive to maintain peace, not only with the Europeans, but with all 
Native Tribes. From your Friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from tlie Proc~edings of tl,e Volksraad of the Orange Free State. 
30th November, 1858. 

V oorstel van den beer Pretorius, 
Ondersteund door den heer Vorster, 
Op de aanprijzing door Z. E. den Gouverneur der Kaap Kolonie 

godaan, oru eene verandering in de lijn toe te sta.a.n tot den voet 
van de Koesbergen en Matlakeng, in vergoeding voor eene strook 
grond door Z. E. aan den Stnat bij do afbakeuing <ler liju toegekond, 
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is de Raad na rijpo deliberatio tot de overtuiging gokomen dat zulks 
niet geschieden kan, zonder in vele opzigten tot nadeel van den Stant 
te strekken, en dat men zoo doende eene natuurlijke scheidingsliju, 
door bergtoppen en hooge riffen aan beide zijden gemakkelijk 
gemaakt tegen overtredingen, verbreken, en eene andere daarvoor in 
de J)laats stellen zou, die gedurig daaraan blootstaan en tot twisten en 
geschillen aanleiding geven zou. Bovendien gevoelt de Raad, dat de 
Basutos door hot groot aantal vroeger door blanken bewoonde plaatsen 
_dat nu volgens de nieuwe lijnbepaling aan hen is toegekend, waarvoor 
de vergoeding in gronden van Zevenfontein op verre na niet toe­
reikende is, eene groote aanwinst hebben gekregen, alsmede dat 
hot den Raad reeds aan middelen ontbreekt om voor de aldus ver­
beurde gronden aan de burgers slechts ecnigzins voldooning te geven, 
en dat er door de nu verlangde verandering weder vijf bewoonde 
plaatsen meer zouden uitvallen, waaromtrent voorziening zou moeten 
worden gemaakt. 

Aangcnomen. 
Voorstel van den beer Visser, 
Ondersteund door den heer Groenendaal, . 
De Raad bekrachtigt hot vredoverslag hetwelk op den 29:;ten 

September 11. te Aliwal Noord tusschen den Oranje Vrij Staat en 
Moshesh is aangegaan. 

Aa.ngenomen. 

Extracts from tl,e Proceedings of tlie Volksraad of the Orange Free State. 

Voorstel van den hoer Visser, 
Ondersteund door den heer Venter, 

3rd December 1858. 

Het is den Raad, na rijpe overwt>ging dcr iugewonnen gctuige­
nissen, en na het advies van den Staats Procureur en den Advocaat 
Hamelberg gehoord te hebbcn, gcblcken, dat de zich noemt>nde 
Britsche onderdanen J. Blake. J. Allington, J. Smith, J. Pickard, R. 
Hamilton, en J. Pulling-er gccne aanspraak op compeusatie hebben. 
Aangenomen. 

Voorstol van den hoer Visser, 
Ondersteuud door den hoer Radloff, 
De Raadt vindt dat de eenige schade aan den beer Maeder aan­

gcdaan door hot bedrijf van een of meer personen, tot hot commando 
van het Oranjo Vrij Staat behoorende, gebleken is te hebben bestaan 
in een onderzijl van eenen wagon, en kent hem daarvoor toe de som 
van £3. 

Wat den Zendeling Rolland aanbetreft, is het gebleken dat alle 
mogelijke stappen zijn gonomen om aan hem terug te geven al het 
Vtt:l <lat hem tuebehuur<lP eu omler het vee door 011s commando te 
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Beersheba genomen gevonden werd, met uitzondering van eenige 
paarden welke voorgegeven word.en nog in bezit van eenige burgers te 
zijn, en waaromtrent, ale zulks mogt blijken het geval te zijn, bevel 
gegeven is dezelve aan hem af te leveren. 

Aangaande den zendeling Arbousset, vindt de Raad dat hij al 
de hem geledene schade aan zijn eigen gedrag en handelingen te 
wijten heeft, en dat er due aan de twee laatst genoemde zendelingen 
geene verdere vergoeding kan worden gegeven. 

De Raad is verder van oordeel dat de schade, aan het Fransche 
Zendelinggenootschap toegebragt, zoo aan gebouwen ale anderzins, 
niet zou zijn veroorzaakt, hadden de zendelingen zulke maatregelen 
van voorzorg genomen, als onder zulke omstandigheden onvermijdelijk 
moeten geacht worden, en dat dit Gouvemement dus ook in dit geval 
tot geene schadevergoeding gehouden is ; doch ten bewijze dat bet 
den Raad leed doet dat het genootschap eenige schaden geleden heeft, 
heeft de Raad goedgevonden tot tegemoetkoming aan gemeld genoot­
schap om dezelve te herstellen, daarvoor toe te kennen de som van 
£ll5. 

Amendement van den heer Van Ransburg, 
Ondersteund door den beer Vorster, 
In bet voorstel van den heer Visser wordt in plaats van de woorden 

de som ran £115 gelezen de som van £100. 
Het amendement van den heer Van Rensburg wordt aangenomen. 
Het voorstel van den heer Visser, aldus gea.mendeerd, wordt aan­

genomen. 

Death of Mayara. 
A letter from the Rev. Mr. Jousse, for the Chief Moshesh, to Bir 

George Grey, written in French, and dated 13th December 1858, 
gives information of the death of Mayara, a son of Moshesh by his 
great wife, on the 3rd of that month. 

Letter from Jan Letelle to the Hi9h Commi88ioner. 
Smithfield, 21st December, 1858. 

MAY IT PLL\SE Yotra ExCELLENcY,-1 have the honour to bring 
to Your Excellency's notice that when you visited me at Hebron 
in the month of September lust, I gave up to Job Lelosa at your 
desire seventy horses which my people had captured from Poshuli, 
and at tho same time Your Excellency charged Job Lelosa to see 
that the property taken by Poshuli from me should be returned. This 
property, according to the list which I furnished at the time, consisted 
of 40 goats, 15 milk cows, 15 draught oxen, and six horses; and 
these, in conformity with Your Excellency's directions, were to have 
been .delivered at Blaauwboschfontein on your arrival there. Job 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



504 BASUTOLAND RECORDS. L185s 

Lelosa or Poshuli failed to carry out Your Excellency's demand, 
and to this day I have not received any portion of the 11roperty. 
I would therefore humbly request Your Excellency to take such steps 
as may secure me in the restitution thereof. 

I have further the honour to state for Your Excellency's infor­
mation that on account of the late drought I have as yet been unable 
to visit th~ Queenstown District, to inspe~t the place that Your Excel­
lency offered me as a location, but as rain has now fallen and the 
horses are much improved, I intend proceeding to the spot imme­
diately after new year. 

,Vhen I have seen the capabilities of that part of the country I 
will not fail to communicate further with Your Excellency. 

I would also request Your Excellency to inform me when l may 
take my three children to Port Elizabeth for the purpose of their 
being sent from thence to Cape Town, to be placed, according to 
Your Excellency's kind offer, at school. I am, &c., 

(Signe<l) Captain JA.'i LETELLE. 

LettM" from tM Digit Commissioner to the Chief Moslwsl1. 
Cape Town, 24th December, 1858. 

GREAT CmEF MosnEsn,-1 now enclose for your information a Pinn 
of the Boundary Line between the Orange Free State and Basutoland, 
as I recently laid it down, an<l I at the same time transmit a written 
description of the same Boundary Line. I earnestly hope that all 
things are going on well in your country, and that the exi:-ting pence 
between yourself and the Orange Free State may last for many years. 
From your Friend, 

(Signed) G. U-REY. 

Letter from the Government Secretary of the Orange Free State to the 
Clii~f .Moshesh. 

Bloemfontein, 24sten December, 18!i8. 
OPPERHOOFD,-Uw brief van den 18den dezer, gezonden met twee 

van uwe zonen, ann ZHE<l. den Staatspresident is gisteren door mij 
ontvangen. ZHEd. de Staats President is niet te huis. zoodat gij 
geen antwoord op schrijven kunt ontvangen met uwe zoons, die 
morgen ochtend weer van hier vertrekken. lngesloten ontvangt gij 
de Gouvernementa Co11ra11ten van 23 en 30 November 11. en van 21 
dezer, "I\ aarin gij zien zult dat nog gedurig rapporten van dieverijen 
gedaan worden. 

(Geteekend) J. w. SPRUIJT. 

Lettsr from the Chief Moroko to the High Commi~8ioner. 
Thaba Nchu, 27th December, 1858. 

Sm,-Having the honour to address you in the name of Moroko, 
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and feeling and considering myself a. child of yours from tho high 
respect and regard I feel and have felt for yourself and the British 
Government, I cannot consider myself other than a. child of His 
Excellency. . 

I beg most humbly to bring before your notice that Moshesh is 
determined to attack me, having heard from him personally. His 
people have since Your Excellency was here stolen not less than 109 
horses, be11ides cattle, sheep, and bucks. I am left to my own 
resources, and feel myself helpl,ss, and am forced to write to you 
and ask advice. I have, &c., 

<Signed) MoRoxo. 

Extract from a Letter of the Rev. Mr. Cochet to the Civil Commissioner of 
.J.liical North. 

Hebron, le 2 janvier 18,j9. 
Les Letele menacent de nous interceptor les communications de tous 

oott:•s; ils sont en ce moment d'une mechancete extr~me; la route 
d' Aliwal ne serait pas afire pour nos gens. 

(Signe) L. J. CocnET. 

Letter from th1J High Commissioner to the President of the Vul!.:sraarl of the 
Orange Free State. 

Cape Town, 4th January, 1859. 
Sm,-1 have the honour t-0 acknowledge the receipt of an extract 

from the minutes of the proceedings of the V olksraad of the Free 
State on the 29th November last, expressing the thanks of that body 
for the trouble and sacrifice I have undergone in the task of mediation 
between the Orange Free State and the Chief Moshesh, and in marking 
out the new Boundary Line. 

2. I beg that you will in my name express to the Volksraad my 
sense of the compliment they have thus paid me, adding that upon a 
review of all the circumstances connected with that mediation, I can­
not but reflect with great satisfaction upon the readiness invariably 
shown by the Burghers of the Free State to make sacrifices for the 
purpose of bringing about a peace, and upon the remarkable modera­
tion and friendly disposition which they several times evinced under 
very trying circumstances. Upon these facts I always reflect with 
pleasure, and I am convinced that they will secure for the inhabitants 
of the Free State increased sympathy and esteem from all those who 
take an interest in their welfare. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Chief Moroko. 
Cape Town, 6th January, 1859. 

l{y Fa1n'D lloRoxo,-1 have just received your letter of the 27th 
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December last, telling me that you have heard from MoshesJ. himself 
that he is determined to attack you. I still believe that you are mis­
taken upon this point, as it is only very recently that I have written to 
Moshesh, telling him that the same report of his intention to attack 
you had reached me, and dissuading him, in the most earnest manner, 
from adopting such a course. I have every hope that he will follow 
my advice, and am now anxiously awaiting his reply to my letter. 

From your friend, 
(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Secretary to the High Com111i&aioner to Jan Letelle. 
Cape Town, ith January, 1859. 

CAPTAIN JAN LETELLE,-The Governor has desired me to acknow­
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, and to inform you, 
with reference to your daim for compensation for stock stolen by 
the Basutos, that the Civil Commissioner of Aliwal North has been 
.written to on the subject, and that His Excellency will communicate 
with you as soon as he has that officer's reply. 

His Excellency hopes, at the same time, to give you instructions 
about the removal of your children to the school. 

(Signed) Jos. RIVERS. 

Lettw from the Secretary to the High Commissioner to the Civil 
Commissioner of Aliwal Nortl,. 

Cape Town, 10th January, 1859. 
Bm,-The Governor having submitted for the consideration of Her 

Majesty's Government certain Memorials and Depositions forwarded 
by you from certain parties who had sustained losses during the late 
hostilities between the Orange Free State and the Chief Moshesh, I 
am directed by His Excellency to request you will inform the 
Memorialists Aither directly or through their Agent, Mr. Charles 
Orpen, as you may deem advisable, that Her Majesty's Government 
do not think themselves justified in requiring compensation from 
the people of the Free State for these losses, and this decision, which 
seems to them founded on justice, is equally supported in their view 
by the essential rule of policy of confining ourselves within our own 
frontiers, and interfering as little as possible with what takes place 
beyond them, except in the way of friendly mediation.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) J osu.s RIVERS. 

Letter from tlte Higl1 Commissioner to the Cl1ief Mosht!sh. 
Cape Town, 12th January, 1859. 

GREAT CHIEF MosHESu,-I received last night the letter which Mr. 
Jousse at your request was s-ood enough to write to me on the 13th of 
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December last, informing me that your son and my friend Mayara had 
died upon the 3rd December. 

2. I feel very much for the loss you have sustained, for your son 
was a young man of great promise, to whom I felt personally much 
indebted for the prudence and consideration with which he had acted 
in all my dealings with him, which sometimes related to very intricate 
affairs. 

3. My friend, I am glad that you thus wrote to me upon the loss of 
your son, thereby shewing your belief in the interest I take in your­
self and your affairs. .From your friend, from the Govemor. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the Preai<knt of the Orange Fr,e State to the High 
Commi·1,ionw. 

Bloemfontein, 26th January, 1859. 
Srn,-Referring to Your Excellency's letters to me of the 19th and 

27th May, and 8th June last, and the copies of statements then, 
forwarded regarding certain losses alleged to have been sustained by 
parties calling themselves British subjects, .and by French missionaries, 
in the Basuto country, through the commandos sent out by this 
Govemment against the Basutos then at war with us ; also to my 
answers dated the 2nd and 16th June last;-

I have now the honour to inform Your Excellency that I have caused 
a very extensive, and as I believe impartial; enquiry to be made, and 
referred the depositions, which were published from time to time, to 
the State Attomey Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Advocate Hamelberg, for 
legal advice as to the liability of this Govemment, upon the facts 
proved, to compensate the persons above alluded to. 

From the written opinions of those gentlemen, of which I herewith 
enclose copies, Your Excellency will perceive that they have come to 
the conclusion that according to law the said applicants are not entitled 
to compensation ; and the Volksraad thereupon passed the resolution 
of which I also herewith enclose a copy. At the same time I trust 
Your Excellency will also feel satisfied that nothing more e<1.n be fairly 
and justly expected from this Government in the matter. If Your 
Excellency wishes it I will cause copies of all the depositionR taken 
during this enquiry to be transmitted to you. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. N. BosuoF, President 0. F. State. 

Letter from the Presid~nt of the Orange Free State to the Chief Mo~heah. 
Bloemfontein, January, 1859. 

GREAT CWEF,-1 regret very much that when your letter was brought 
to me by your sons I was not at home, as I wished to speak to them 
on various subjects connected with matters that have occurred on our 
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frontiers sinco the conclusion of hostilities between us, and even sinee 
the conclusion of the Treaty of Peace, about which it is difficult for us 
to come to a proper understanding by correspondence. 

I have now, as directed by the Volksraad, appointed a Deputation 
to you, consisting of Messrs. F. P. Schnehage and P. R. Meyer, 
and hope that on their return they will be able to make such a report 
to me and the Raad, that we may clearly understand your mind 
regarding the several matters they are charged with to lay before 
you; but it would give me great satisfaction, and I alli sure also to the 
Raad, if during their ensuing sitting, which is to commence on the ith 
February next and will probably end in about a fortnight thereafter, 
you would send to this place one of your oldest sons, say David or 
Nehemiah, or some other confidential Chief who knows your views on 
the subjects of hunting in this State, and cattle and horse stealing, 
also practised by marauding Bushmen, that we may speak freely to 
each other on these matters, and see if it be possible to come to such 
an understanding as may tend to bring about that confidence with the 
frontier inhabitants on our side, which is so necessary to enable them 
peaceably to settle down on their deserted forms, but which it is 
unreasonable to expect from them so long as robberies and other acts 
tending to disturb the country are not put down with a strong arm. 

As to Jan Letelle, I have caused him to be warned, and he has on 
former occasions shewn that he is disposed to return the cattle and 
horses taken by him, but I am sorry to say that Poshuli's people have 
constantly given fresh provocations, not only by robbing Letelle and 
his people but also the white inhabitants. 

From the enclosed copy of a letter addressed to me by the Landdrost 
of Smithfield, you will see what daring acts are practised on our people 
by bands of robbers who have settled down within your territory near 
our boundary, and as I believe under the protection of Poshuli. I 
should like therefore to hear from you, what steps you intend taking 
to remove such plagues and punish the aggressors, and whether in so 
doing we can render you any assistance. 

As to our men not following up the tracks of the stolen cattle 
according to Treaty, I trust the Deputation above alluded to will be 
able to show to your satisfaction that it was impossible for them, 
owing to the conduct of your people in direct defiance of the Free 
State. In expectation of soon hearing from you, I am, &c., 

( Signed) J. BosnoF, Pr06ident 0. F. State. 

Rapport der Co,nmissie 
Benoemd bij Raadsbesluit van den Hoog Edelen Volksraad, 29sten 
November, 1858, ten einde te spreken en met het Groot Opperhoofd 
Moshesh eeua overeeukomst te zien te treffen ( 1) Omtrent compou-
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satie, (2) Omtrent de jagtpartijen, (3) Betrekkelijk Plaatsen van 
Senekal en andere in de Wittebergen gelegen, en (4) Omtrent 
dieverijen in de Ornnje Vrij Staat geplel'gd. enz., volgens instructien 
d.d. 6 Januarij, 1859. 

De Commissie begaf zich den 27 Januarij, 1859, op reis naar 
Basutoland, en bereikde op den 28sten het Opperhoofd Molitsane, 
alwaar dien dag een mond-gesprek plnats vond tusschen ons, 
Molitsnne, en den Eerw. Heer F. Daumas, die als tolk diende, en dat 
wel speciaal over het jagten van wild in dJ Oranje Vrij Staat en de 
noodzakelijkheid om permitten daartoe aan te vragen, de naakoming 
daarvan hem striktelijk aanradende. 

Hij. Molitsane, antwoorde daarop, dat hij overtuigd was van de 
noorlzakelijkbeid ten einde den vrede te bewaren en misverstand voor 
te komen. belovende alles te zullen in het werk stellen om zijn volk 
daarnan te doen gehoorzamen, en de vrede zal tragten te versterken 
welke nu tusschen de Basutos en bet Ora~je Vrij Staat Gouvernement 
bel'ltaat. 

Betreffende de Bosjesmans heeft hij, ?rfolitsane, ontkend eenige 
onder zijne onderboorigen te bebben dnn alleen de Koranna Kapitein 
Frans Viljoen met eenige Bosjesmans, waarvoor hij zich dan ook 
aansprl:"kelijk houdt, en met den wensch dat het Opperhoofd Moshesh 
hem meerdere magt mogte geven om alle ongeregelheden kracbtdadig 
tegen te gaan, en dat wij overtuigd zullen worden door zijne werken 
dat hij bet opregtelijk met ons meent. 

Op den 29sten arriveerden wij bij de stad van Paulus Moperi, en 
knoopte met hem een gesprek aan over de plaatsen in de Wittebergen, 
en het bijzonder in betrekking derzelven, waarop wij ten antwoord 
ontvingen, dat hij Paulus Moperi bet gezaaide op de plaats van 
Kornmandant Senekal opzettelijk voor Senekal gedaan had, zonder 
meening om dur bet een of ander te oogsten, docb dat hij wenscbte 
Yoor de andere plaatsen bet gezaaide tot onderboudt van veewacbters 
te rnogen oogsten, gewillig zijnde zijn volk, bij komste der eigenaars 
of bel'l"oners te roepen, en moge bet. Groot Opperboofd Moshesb, wiens 
bevelen hij ten strengste naar wil komen ordoneren, ook de gezaaide 
op de andere plaatsen te lnten berusten en het aan de eigenaars te 
laten, bij Moperi daarmede zoude te vreden zijn. 2. Over de jagt, 
antwoorde hij dat de boeren over zijn volk niet konde klagen, want 
dat hij streng order over hen hield. 

Omtrent de dieverijen. zegt bij, Paulus Moperi, dat de weg open is 
om zulks tegen te gaan, indien de menscben naar bet spoor wilden 
Yolgen omdat de dief ontdekt worde. Verder zegt hij dat er volstrekt 
geen vrees bij de Burgers van de Vrij Staat moet bestaan om naar 
Basutoland te komen om het gestolen vee op te zoeken. Ook drukte 
hij zijne wensch uit, en sprak dnar in naam van het Groot Opper~ 
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hoofd Moshesh, dat de Burgers van de V rij Staat toch naar hunne 
plaatsen zouden terugkeeren, en geen kwaad aa.n hen zoude ge­
schieden, dringende herhaaldelijk daarop aan. 

Den 31sten Januarij, 18-59, gingen wij weder op weg naar Moshesh, 
maar werden door de sterkte van de stroom in OaJedon Rivier 
verhinderd. 

Moshesh, onze komste vernomen hebbende, liet ons op lsten 
Februerij verzoeken om toch niet voor het hooge water terug te gaan, 
daar hij zijne zwemmers zoude doorzenden om ons veilig over te 
brengen, waarop wij ons den 2den weder op reis begaven, en de 
rivier door assistentie der Kaffers zijn doorgekomen, en te Thaba 
Bosigo aangekomen, met de grootste vriendelijkhei'd zijn ontvangen, 
en dewijl wij zonder wapen waren., bij den Eerw. Heer Hughes als 
gasten zijn opgenomen, waarvoor Moshesh, volgens des zendelings 
eigene woorden, gezorgd had, en zelfs een beest ter slagten gegeven 
bad. Den 3den warden wij tegen 11 ure des voormiddags bij Moshesb 
toegelaten, met wien wij toen een voorloopig gesprek aanknoopte, 
waarin Moshesh ons te kennis gaf, dat indien wij zulks wenschten hij 
genegen was de conferentie te doen aanvangen, doch hij liever zoude 
wachten tot den volgenden dag, daar zijne zoonen die hij had laten 
roepen nog niet daar waren, doch zij des anderdags morgens vroeg 
daar zoude zijn, in welke opschorting wij toestemden, aangezien wij 
ook gaarne de zoonen daarbij wenschten te hebben. Dien geheelen 
dag met verschillende gesprekken doorbragten. 

Den 4den Februarij in den voormiddag, begon de Oonferentie, 
waarbij tcgenwoordig waren de navolgende personen :-Het Groot 
Opperhoofd Moshesh, het Opperhoofd Letsie, bet Opperhoofd Masupha 
of David Mosbesb, de Groot Kapiteins Stephanus en Jakob, brooders 
van Moshesh, en een menigte andere Onder-Kapiteins en onderdanen. 

Na eene gepaste aansprak, gingen wij als Oommissie over om 
ingevolge instructien ons door het Oranje Vrijstaat Gouvernement 
gegoven, te handelen, en lazen als toen mede voor, 1st, het aanbangsel 
van het Vredestractaat gesloten in tegenwoordigheid van Z. H. Ed. 
den Gouverneur van de Kaap Kolonia (Sir Geo. Grey), op den 29sten 
September, 1858; 2de, de overeenkomst van Wapen-stilstand tusschen 
den 0. V. Staat en het Basutoland gesloten, gedateerd lsten Junij, 1858. 

Na nog eenige breedvoerige inlichtingen door ons gegeven te zijn. 
antwoordo het Groot Oppcrhoofd Moshesh dat hij door het Gouverne­
ment van den 0. V. Staat met alle opregtheid was behandeld geworden 
betrekkelijk de wapen-stilstand en bet vredestractaat. 

Wijders overgaande tot breedvoerige discussien over onze zending 
en de ons gegeven instructien, vroegde het Opperhoofd Moshesh hem 
eenige korte oogenblikken te vergunnen, om met zijne Raad over bet 
voorgedragene der Deputatie te raadplegen. 
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Dit werd van onze zijde toegestaan, en na eenige korte oogenblikken 
werden de bezigheden weder hervat, en berief Moshesh in de eerste 
plaats zich daarop dat eene door hem aan Z. H. E. den Staats President 
van den 0. V. Stnat gezonden brief, houdende klagten over de 
schending der wapen-stilstand door Jan Letelle en het stelen, en dat 
wel gewapender wijs, van het vee van de Basutos, geen voldoend 
antwoord was gegeven geworden, ofschoon dit door Z. H. Ed. den 
Staats President der 0. V. Staat was beloofd. geworden, en wenscht nu 
te weten wat met Jan Letelle heeft plaats gevonden. Wijders zeide 
hij, Moshesh, dat hij aan ons afgezanten geen bepaald antwoord of 
besluit geven kon, dewijl hij eerst zijn geheelen Raad daarover moet 
hooreu, aangezien dit punt te gewigtig was, en hij later geene 
aanmerkingen, objectien, of voorwendsels van zijne Kapiteinen en 
Raadslieden over het een en ander wenschte te hebben, hetgeen hij 
geloofde daa.rdoor te zullen voorkomen worden. 0ok beloofde het 
Groot 0pperhoofd Moshesh, zooal.s door den President van den 
0ranje V. Staat gevraagd was, dat hij twee zijner zoonen naar 
den H. E. Volksraad zoude zenden, en dat die zijn woord alsdan aan 
Z. H. E. den Staats President zoude brengen. Hierop zeiden wij 
Commissie-leden aan het Groot 0pperhoofd Moshesh dat wij waren 
gezouden om een bepaald antwoord te brengen, doch het antwoord 
dnarop was dat hij nu niet in staat was dat te geven. Moshesh gaf 
toen de wensch dat wij de volgende morgen wederom bij hem z@u 
komen, hetgeen wij deed en toen nam de Conferentie wader een 
aauvang. 

Het 0pperhoofd Moshesh nam daarop het woord, en verzogt dat de 
President van den 0. V. Staat zoo vriendelijk moge zijn hem de brief 
te beantwoorden die hij met zijn zoon Johannes naa.r Bloemfontein 
gezonden heeft, want dat hij weet dat de klagte van twee kanten 
kwam, en dus de beste is om Poshuli en Letelle te zamen te brengen, 
ten einde de zaak te kunnen beslissen. Dien ten gevolge vraagt 
Moshesh om het navolgende verzoek te onderteeken, ten einde de 
navolgende woorden van hem (Moshesh) aan den H. E. Volksraad over 
te breugen, luidende als volgt :-

De verzoek nn het 0pperhoofd Moshesh is " om van wederzijds 
•· kcnnis te geven om een behoorlijk bijeenkomst te houden tusschen 
" Poshuli en Letelle en bet 0pperhoofJ Moshcsh aan de een zijde en 
" de Vrijstaat ter andere zijde." 

Hieroop werd de vergadering gesloten onder dankzegging aan den 
H. Ed. Volksrand voor de vriendelijkheid deze Commissie gczonden te 
hebbcn. 

(Geteekend) 

Thaba Bosigo, den 5den Februarij, 1859. 

F. P. ScmrEHAoE, 
PmLIP R. MEYER. 
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Eztraeta from the Speech of the Preaident to th.~ Volkaraad of the Orat19e 
Free State. 

7th February, 1859. 
• In the condition of our frontier on the side of the Winburg and 
Cale<lon River districts, no material change has in the interval ( since 
the last session) been experienced, inasmuch as great insecurity still 
prevails in those quarters in regard to the continued occurrence of 
cattle stealing, the destruction of dwellings, attacks on travellers along 
the public highways, and on patrols which go out on our side after 
the tracei of stolen cattle, in consequence whereof one of our burghers 
has been severely wounded, and one of Letelle's people and another 
coloured man have lost their lives, whence it has become impracticable 
for us to act upon the 9th article of the Treaty of the 29th September, 
1858, in the following up of stolen cattle. It will consequently be 
necessary for you to deliberate regarding the measures which will 
need to be adopted to check the robberies, and to establish security on 
our boundaries. 

I am glad, however, to acknowledge that there are some reasons for 
believing, both on the ground of letters received from Moshesh and 
other chiefs and from individual instances of the re-delivery of a 
portion of the stolen cattle, that some amount of activity prevails on 
the side of certain captains to check these robberies, but it has not 
come to my knowledge whether the offenders have in any instance 
been punished, and it moreover appears that Molapo, a son of 
Moshosh, has alone succeeded in establishing such order among his 
followers that OJ.r burghers who inhabit the country bordering on his 
territory, not merely endure no considerable annoyance or losses at 
the hands of his people, but have even for some time past been 
occupying and inhabiting their farms in safety. 

Ju,,t as in times past, the greatest annoyance and insecurity is 
occasioned by robber bands whose haunts lie within the territory of 
Molitsane and Poshuli. I ha,e accordingly written to Moshesh on 
the subject, and have given instructions, among other matters, to the 
de1mtation appointed by you, to speak definitely on this point; and I 
hope that the deputation may succeed in crost-ing Caledon River, and 
that their report may yet be obtained before the termination of your 
session. 

As a future opportunity may not be offered me for that purpose, I 
deem it my duty to bear renewed testimony to the noble behaviour 
of the Chief Moroko, for the whole period of time during which I 
have held my presel!.t office. He has constantly behaved towards us 
as a fri<>nd. and althoug-h he appears to have won but little favour­
able notice or eulogy from the philanthropic friends of the native 
tribes, he has still proved himself able to keep his subjects in such 
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discipline and order that there exist no grounds of complaint against 
himself or his people, and an interchange of friendly offices subsists 
between him and our Boers whose places lie on his confines. Happy 
indeed would it be if the example of Moroko were more generally 
followed; it would then be soon discovered that the contemned African 
emigrant is quite capable of maintaining amicable relations, and of 
remaining permanently at peace with the native races. It is to be 
hoped that Moroko's people may obtain assistance in their progress 
towards civilization and Christianity, and I do not hesitate to avow 
my conviction that you will be disposed to lend your aid to that 
object, provided the means at your disposal should render it 
practicable. 

E.rtmcts from th~ Proceedings of tl1e Voll.:sraad of tk Orange Fre, State. 

16den February, 1859. 
Worden gelezen de instruction voor de deputatie naar Moshesh 

gezonden, bemwens bet rapport dier deputatie. 
Do Heeren Schnehage en Meyer geven, als leden dor deputatie, den 

Raad nadere opbclderingen aangaaude hunne zending. 
De Raad besluit dat de deputatie van Moshesh, thans hier te 

Bloemfontein, in den Raad zal worden binnengelaten, en dat Z.Ed. de 
Staats-President tot hen bet woord zal voeren. 

De deputatie komt ter vergadering binnen. Zij bestaat uit de vol­
gende personen: Jesaja, Johannes, Tsekelo, Makwaai, en Metlali. 

Het volgende gesprek heeft plants:-
De Heer Boshof : Moshesb kon geen vol antwoord geven op de 

voorgebragte zaken, maar zou twee zoons sturen om hier te praten. 
Nu wenscht de Raad te weten of Moshesh de boodschap heeft opge­
dragen aan alle vijf. of aan twee, of aan een. 

Antwoord : Hij heeft zijn broeder gestuurd om zijn zoon hier te 
brengen om te komen luisteren. Hij is hier om te wachten op het 
eerste woord dat Moshesh aan Mijnheer gestuurd heeft. Mijnheer 
heeft voor hem geroepen om hior te Bloemfontein to komen luisteron. 

De Heer Boshof: He bt gij een brief medegebragt. 
Antwoord: Neen. 
De Heer Boshof: Moshesh heeft aan de deputatio gezegd dat hij 

niet op alles kon antwoorden, maar zijne zoons zouden sturen om 
verder te praten. 

Antwoord : Dat is de waarheid. 
De Heer Boshof: Kunt gij nameus Moshesh antwoorden op de vrAgen 

clie ik u doen zal ? 
Antwoord: Neen, want Moshesh heeft do menschen nog niet bij 

elkaudt>r gemaakt om te Bprekeu. 
KK 
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De Heer Boshof : He{lft Moshesh u niet gezegd waarover gij bier 
te praten zoudt hebben? 

Antwoord: N een, want Moshesh heeft hen mnar gestuurd om te 
luisteren. Hij (Moshesh) heeft hen haastig gestuurd. 

De Heer Boshof: Heeft Moshesh hun geene boodl!chnp gegeven ? 
Antwoord : N een. 
De Heer Boshof: l\Ioshesh heeft mij laatst 2 zoons gestuurd, toen 

ik niet t'huis was. Toen heb ik een brief gestuurd. Nu heb ik met 
do deputatie weer een brief gestuurd, dat de deputatie weet waarover 
te praten, en dat de Raad nu weer wil zitten, en als hij niet alles aan 
de deputatie zeggen kau dat hij dan van zijne groote kapiteins no.ar 
den Raad kon zenden, die weton over alle zakon te praten. lJaarom 
verwacht ik nu, dat o.ls ik hun vragen doe over de zaken waarover de 
dt.>putatie gezonden is, of zij mij antwoorden kunnen geven namens 
Moshesh? 

Antwoord: Jo., hii zo.l antwoord geven zoo als de wao.rheid is. 
De Heer Boshof : Het antwoord nan de deputatie op de groote 

vraag of Moshesh al het vee na de wapen-stilstand gest-0len zal 
uitleveren, was niet duidelijk. Kunt gij antwoord geven? 

Antwoord: Ja, het is de wanrheid, maar Moshesh heeft gezegd dat 
zij geon nntwoord kunnen geven, want bet beginsel van de znak is in 
de brief, en dao.rom had hij zijn zoon naar Bloemfontein gestuurd. 

De Heer Boshof : Wij weten niet waar het begin is, of Letelle 
begonnen heeft of volk van Moshesh. Maar wij zeggen wij zullen 
onderzoekcn en teruggeven al wat door Letolle on de witte menschen 
na den wapen-stilstand gestolen is, indien Moshesh zal ook zoo maken. 
Wat is Moshesh zijn woord daarop? 

Antwoord: Ziju vader heeft gezegd dat hij kan geen volle antwoord 
zoomaar geveu, want l\Ioshesh heeft zijn menschen nog niet bij elkaar 
gemaakt om te spreken. Dan zal hij antwoord geven. l\Ioshesh zal 
niet vergcten om al te met zijn menschen bij elkaar te maken. Zij 
hebbcn hem ge>stuurd om in de Raad van Bloemfontein te luisteren. 

De Heer E. R. Snyman : Moshesh heeft twee zoons gestuurd naar 
Bloemfontein toen de Pre!-ident niet t'huis was, toen heeft de 
President weer twee mnnnen naar Moshesh gestuurd om met hem te 
pm.ton, en gei-c:hrcYen, dat nls hij nict allc-s kon zeggen hij eenige van 
zijno groote Kapiteini- nnnr de Raad kou zcnden. 

De Heer Boshof: De andero boodschap daar de deputatie over 
ge>prant heeft was over de stelerij door de Bushmnns, die het goed van 
de mensehen weghnlen, en nuder schelmvolk dat met hen zamen is. 
l\foshesh zijn antwoord was, "Breug het spoor, en ik zul ze straffen en 
uitle>veren." Mijn antwoord was, "De menschen kunnen niet op de 
spoor loopen, want dat is geyaarlijk, omdat zoo veel volk daarop rond­
Joopt om te jag-ten en zoo." Ile>t ant woord van l\Ioshesh is wed er, 
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"Daar is goon gevaar, do menschen kunnen maar komen." Is dat zoo? 
Antwoord: Ja. 
De Heer Boshof: Om te bewijzon dat bet gevaarlijk is, moet ik 

zeggen dat toen onze patrouilles het spoor volgden, zij op ons 
geschoten hebben, en dat zij een man het been afgeschoten en een 
dood geschoten hebben. 

Antwoord: Wat voor meuschen hebbeu die menschen voorgelegd? 
De Heer Boshof : Bushmans en Kaffers, zamen. 
Antwoord : Er waren alleen Bushmaus. 
De Heer Boshof: Ik meen daaronder bij Poshuli? 
Antwoord : Ja. 
De Heer Boshof : Dan weet gij er van ? 
Antwoord : Ja. 
De Heer Boshof: Maar bet is toch in uw land? 
Antwoord: Ja, mao.r zij behooreu niet ondor Poshuli? 
De Heer Boshof: Als nu de menschen daariu loopen om die 

Bushmans clood te schieten, zal clat goed zijn? 
Antwoord: De Bushmans zijn niet hullie Bushmans. 
De Heer Boshof: Maar volgens het laaMo rapport zijn zij nog bij 

Hanglip. Waarom jagt gij zo niet weg? 
Autwoord: Wij waren nog niet achter hen gokomf.'n. 
De Hoer Boshof: ,vij zullm zo uitviudon en doodschicton. Is dit 

goed? 
Antwoord: Hot is good, als de Bu1:1hmans goed van de monschen 

stolon en de menschen bet spoor vatten on de Bushmans echieten, is 
bet goed. 

De Heer Boshof: lk heh ook aan Moshesh geschreven dat zijn volk 
vooreerst mag jagten, maar dat de Kapitein nu moet gaan en de 
Landdrost daarvan kennis krijgen om ook een man te sturen om te 
zien dat er geen kwaad gebeurt. Maar zij maken niet zoo, en gaan 
zoo naar hot veld op in groote en kleine klompen, net zoo als zij willen. 
De men$Chen die daar plaatsen hebben weten nu niet of zij vrienden 
of vijanden zijn, en dao.rom kunnen 2.ij niet op hunne plaatsen gaau 
wonen, want zij ma.ken ook de huizen stukken. Dat zie de schelm­
bushmans en schelmkorannas, en die loopen do.nook mede. Nu weten 
wij niet welk volk vrienc.len, en welk yolk Yijanden zijn, want zij 
loopen door olkaar en stelen goad weg. Als nu de Raad last geeft dat 
de landc.lrost menschen aancommanden,u om degtmen die op die wijze 
zonder vragen en keunisgo,ing jagten weg te drijven, zal dat good 
zijn? Waarom wacht gij zoo lang naar antwoord? Die zaak is kort, 
ons land iot to vol mot kwaaddooners; wij mooteu bet land nu schoou­
maken, en ale zij niot doen zoo als wij goschreveu hobben clan zullen 
onze wonschen hen schieton. 

Antwoord: Ja, dr,t is de Wntlrheid. Zij mogm uiet jngeu zonder pas. 
K K 2 
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De Heer Boshof: U w volk weet dat zij zoo niet mogen maken. 
Antwoord: De menschen weten dat allemaal. Mijnheer heeft zoo 

een woord gezogd aan Moshesh. 
De Heer Boshof: Er zijn van uw volk die op de plaatsen der boeren 

gaan zitten. Daar zal ook kwaad uit komen, want de menschen willen 
zelf op de plaatsen gaan, en zullen uw volk wegjagen. 

Antwoord: Dat is de waarheid. Wij hebben bet van Schnehnge 
gehoord. Ook op de plants van Senekal, maar zij hebben daar mnar 
gezaaid, en niet om te blijven. 

De Heer Boshof : Dan is er nog eene zaak tusschen Poshuli en 
Letelle. Zegt Moshesh hoe moeten wij daar mede maken ? 

Antwoord : Moshesh zegt dat hij vraagt aan de President dat die 
zelf naar Poshuli en Letelle zal komen om de zaak te onderzoeken, en 
dan moet de President ann Moshesh schrijven, dan zal hij ook zelfs 
komen. 

De heer Boshof : Dan moet ik eerst aan Moshesh schrijven op 
welken dag ik zal komen om die zaak regt te maken? 

Antwoord : Ja. 
De Heer Boshof : Wij hebben nu genoeg gepraat. De Raad zal 

verder praten, en als er nog iets is, zal ik hen dat morgen zeggen. 
De Heer E. R. Snyman : De Raad heeft spijt dat gij niet een brief 

van Moshesh gebragt hebt, of dat Moshesh u niet meer gezegd heeft, 
dat de Raad kan weten wat de gedachte van Moshesh is. 

24sten Februarij, 1859. 
Memorie van B. Schut, d.d. 7 Februarij, 1859, aan den Volksraad, 

vorzoekende meer grond voor de Statie van Beersheba, en verlof om 
Moletsi in dezen Staat te lnten wonen. 

V oorstel van den Heer Du Toit, ondersteund door den Heer Cilliers : 
"De Rand kan niet toestaan dat aan de Zendeling Statie van Beersheba 
meer grond zal toegekenrl worden dun die bij het vredes verdrag 
bedongene 3,000 morgen. De Raad ziet ook geene mogelijkheid om 
uit de overige gronden tot gehruik van de vroegere inwoners van die 
Statie iets aftestaan zonder den lijders onder de burgers van dezen 
Stant, die hunne plaatsen hebben vcrloren, onregt te doen. De Raad 
wil niet dat l\foletsi on zijn volk van de Statie zullen verdreven worden 
wannecr zij zich nan de regering van den Stant onderwerpen, mnar 
gevoelt zich wrpligt Mooi en zijno volgelingeu te beschern.en, en niet 
toetelaten dat zij van de Static worden gedreven om plants te maken 
voor Moletsi en zijne Yolgelingen, aangezien 'Mooi zich aan de 
vorderingen Yan den Landdrost van Smithfield heeft onderworpen, en 
in vrede met dezen Stant is gebleYen ; en Moletsi daarentegen zulks 
heeft geweigerd, en zich bij de vijanden van den Staat heeft gevoegd." 
Aangonomen. 
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Letter from tlie llig/1 l'o111111is8io11cr to tlw French l'u11s11l at Cape 1,ncn. 

Cape Town, 25th February, 18,j9. 
Srn,-ln reply to the communications which I have received frurn 

yourself and your predeeessor in office relative to the losses sustained 
by the French Missionaries settled in Basutoland, in the course of the 
war whieh recently prevailed between that country and the Orange 
Free State, I have now the honour to forward for your informa­
tion copies of a letter and its enclosures received from the President of 
tho Orange Free State.-from whieh you will gathn the reasons for 
which that Government have come to the condusion that the various 
applicants for compensation for injuries entailed on them by the war 
above alluded to are not, according to law, entitled to compensation. 

As I am not authorised by my Government to carry the matter 
further at present than I have done for the protection of our subjects, 
you will see that I have no power to do wore for the missionaries who 
are subjects of France. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Ldlcr from .. Nel11•111ial1 Mos/1,·slt to tl1e Higlt Cu111111issiu11er. 

,Vittebergen Native Reserve, 3rd l\Iarch, 1859. 
l\fAy IT PLEASE Youn ExcELLENCY,-,Vhen I last saw Your Excellency 

at l\Iorija, I spoke to you about removing with my people to an unoccu­
pied tract of country below the Drakensberg. Your Excellency 
approved of it, but, beiug much taken up with other business, desired 
me to write to you about it on your return to Cape Town. Shortly 
after you left, I became, with my people, much piuched fur food. ,v e 
suffered more than the other Basutos from the famine, as I not only 
lost last year's harvest by the war, but had already lost one by being 
removed from near Thaba Bosigo to Elandsberg, when my father sent 
me to the lower Caledon border to suppress cattle-stealing. I was 
then compelled to remove at once, hoping, as the country I spoke of to 
Your Exeellency was unoccupied, to find game there for food. I 
arrived there myself on Christmas-day, but some of my people aITived 
two months before me. I have seventy of my men now there. My 
residence is on the western sources of the Umzimvubu, near one of the 
branches of the Riniya. 

There is n0t; the slightest appearance of this couutry having ever 
been occupied before, the only traces of men are the old scratches of 
wild and wandering Bushmen on the sides of cnves. And my nearest 
neighbours, the Amabaca and Amapondornisi, with whom I am on very 
friendly tenul!, say neither they nor nny other have any claim to it, and 
that they nre very glad a ru1m of influence, in whom they have eonfi­
donce, is sctUed there, as it has hitherto been lyiug open, and a 
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pathway for Bushmen an,l other thieves. 'When I arrived, the 
Amabaca and Amapondomisi were constantly fighting, and Mr. Hutley, 
a missionary with the former, asked me, as a friend of both, to mediate. 
I had the pleasure of being able to do so successfully. I have been 
much troubled with Bushmen robbers, and the lions have killed twelve 
of my horses. We have already killed four lions and three tigers. 
The Bushmen had killed an English trader, named Greenwood, and 
two Basutos; and after I arrived they murdered Snwana, a relation of 
Morosi's, with his wife and three children. Only one boy of his whole 
family escaped. My own people were weary, and their horses knocked 
up, but I persuaded some of Morosi's people, by a promise of an ox, 
and by supplying them with ammunition, to attack the murderers. 
They killed five of the Bushmen and captured thirty horses ( of colll'8e 
stolen), and ten cows of the murdered Sawana, and Greenwood's 
double-barrelled gun. 

There are some twenty-five rebel Hottentots also in the Amabaca 
country, who were formerly with Morosi, and asked a residence with 
the late Undushani. Since they have been there, as they have 
ammunition, they have been acting as masters, and plundering in every 
direction-making mischief between the chiP-fs, and endeavouring to 
set the Amabaca upon all who are friendly to Government. The 
Amabaca have now fallen out with them for bringing war upon them, 
and three Hottentots have been killed. I am glad to hear that it is 
probable your Batlokuas are to become my neighbours on the sourc<.>s 
of the Tsitsa. 

Although I have settled in an unknown and unoccupied country, I 
remember that the English Government is, and has been my father, 
and I look to it for support, and as it is my duty, I write to inform you 
of my proceedings. I am now returning to the Lesuto to remove the 
remainder of my people, about two hundred men, with the children, 
and all our property. As the eyes of many in Basutoland are upon us, 
I expect a large number more to follow or accompany me before the 
winter. 

It will rause me great joy, and encourage me under my difficulties, 
if Your Excellency will send an assurance of the kind interest you 
have taken in my affairs. 

I shall be very thankful if Your Excellency will inform others \Vho 
might wish to press in and trouble me, that your child, Nehemiah, has 
already settled in the new country with your good will. 

Your Excellency would also do me a very great service, and oblige 
me if you would grant me permission to purchase a small supply of 
ammunition for my protection against robbers and wild beasts. I 
think Your Excellency knows I may be trusted with it. I have, &c., 

(Signed) NEUE.'\IL\JI MosnEsu. 
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EJ:tracts from the Spl'ech <l I/is Ercdh•nry tl,e Gorernor at t!tc Op, ni11:1 ,f 
the Cape Parlianlt'nt, 1 ith )larch, 1859. 

With the view of securing, as far as lay in my power, the peace ancl 
prosperity of the adjacent states, I undertook, at the request of the last 
Parliament, to attempt to mediate between the government of the 
Orange Free State and the Basuto Chief Moshesh. I found this 
undertaking attended with more serious difficulties than I had 
anticipated, but I exerted myself to the utmost to perform a service, 
the successful issue of which I knew would bo so grateful to the 
inhabitants of this colony, and so advantageous to British and colonial 
interests. 

In this negotiation I enjoyed, to a degree for which I must over foel 
grateful, the friendly co-operation and entire confidence of both the 
belligerent parties; and, aided by these advantages, I ultimately 
succeeded in neg<'tiating a peace between them upon a satisfactory 
basis, which appears to be working well. The paramount chief of the 
Basuto nation was willing to have entered into the closest relations of 
intimacy with us, and to have agreed to the terms of an alliance which 
would, I think, have given tho most complete guarantees for tho future 
peace and safety of the country; but the powers with which I was 
entrusted did not then permit of my carrying my negotiations to such 
a point. 

Letter from tlw Rev. J.lr . .Arbu118set, for t!te Cl,ief .Moslu·Nh, to t!tc S11prri11-
' te11d,·11t of the Witt1:bergm .Natfre Rcsare. 

Bethesda, 1 ith March, 1859. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to acknowledge in the name of the chief 

Moshesh that he had duly received yollI' communication of the 25th 
ultimo, apprising him that you had on the day previous traced the 
spoor of nine stolen horses up to Poshuli's kraal, and that you sent 
him word that you held him responsible for the horses, and that he 
must send the thieves back with the horses to you " according to 
the treaty." 

The Basuto Chiefs will be thankful to you if you can favour them 
with a few words of explanation about the expression of " according 
to the treaty," as they do not fully understand it. Further I have 
been requested to state, in answer to your letter, that on receiving it 
Mot<hesh hastened to order Letsie, Sophonia, and George, three of his 
sons, to proceed to Poshuli's and arrange the affair. They came 
accordingly, riding the whole night, caught one of the thieves named 
Kucng, tried him, found him guilty of the theft, and condemned him 
to death, Poshuli being present and giving his consent. Kueng had 
an accomplice called Mafrika, but ho has made his escape, and people 
are after him. Should he come in your parts he is to be apprehended 
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and taken dead or alive. W'hen he cnn be brought to trial, the chiefs 
will duly inform you of the sentence passed. 

Of the nine horses claimed, six have already been delivered to you, 
and the bearers of this will bring you the three others. I remain, &r .. 

(at the request of the chiefs) 
(Signed) THos. ARno1:ssET. 

Letter from the Rev. llfr. .A rbousset, for the Chief Letsie, to the 
Superintendent of the Wittebergm Natit-e Resen-e. 

18th March, 1859. 
I have been desired to state that the bearer of this, Sophonia, will 

take to you 9 more horses stolen from the Reserve whilst you cnme to 
Poshuli's. 

The thieves are called Merepa and Rapeletsnne, two sons of 
Halayoe. They have either absconded themselves or runned awny; 
but people are in search of them. Should they make their appearance 
on the other side of the river they must not escape unpunished. 

As to the two you mention having caught, as cowing from Letsie 
and Mogale, the chiefs will be thankful to you, Sir, if you would give 
up their nnmes. 

I have been further requested to mention that your marching 
through Basutoland with an armed force, nnd without giving any 
previous notice of the step to the chiefs, has not been fully understood 
by them. I remain, &c., 

(at the request of Letsie) 
(Signed) Tnos. AR1JoussET. 

Letter from the S11peri11tmdent of tl1e Wittebergrn Native Resrn·e to tl,e 
Civil Commissioner of Aliwal .Nort!t. 

Wittobergen, 19th March, 18,59. 
Srn,-1 have tho honour to state for your information, that on the 

17th instant the chief Poshuli ser.t two messengers and a letter to me, 
to say that he had not succeeded in finding the three missing horses of 
the nine stolen from Slnbber, the spoor of which I traet>d to his kraal, 
and desired to know in what way he has to settle the matter, as the 
horses could not be found, and at the same time saying that he did not 
know anything about the late thefts, us hi:i people had not stofon from 
the Colony. 

I sent Poshuli's messengers back with a mei.s3ge to their chief, 
telling him that I felt quite ashamed of his conduct, that he knew us 
well as I did that Quini had stolen the horsC's with another named 
Africa., and that I hoped he would send me no more false messages, 
but act like a. man and a chief and send me the three horses and the 
thieves without delay. 
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On tbe 18th instant I proceeded to Sterk Spruit to visit that part of 
the location and to gather all the information I could respecting this 
case, as some of the people there had been over at Bethesda during 
the week and had just returned previous to my proceeding to 
Smithfield, whither I have been summoned to attend the court of 
combined landdrosts in the two cases of murder committed by Free 
State Boers upon two of Sikonyela's people. 

This morning one of Poshuli's messengers who had been with me 
the day before arrived, with Sophonia, son of l\Ioshesh, '\'l"ith the three 
horses in question, and also the nine horses stolen from Lady Grey the 
'\'l"eek before, 30 b.ead of cattle and 4 horses as compensation for the 
theft of the 19 horses, with a letter which I endose, and a message 
informing me that the principal thief, Quini, had been put to dt'ath 
by the Chief Letsie, and that men were still out looking for the other 
thieves who had made their escape. 

I wrote to the Chiefs Moshesh and Letsie thanking them both for 
their willingness and promptitude '\'l"ith which they acted in this case; 
although I rt>gretted the fate of the unfortunate man Quini, but that 
I considered the peace of the country demanded such a sacrifice, aml 
that I hoped that the severe example now shown will prevent the 
necessity of sueh severity in future. And at thl' same time a~sured 
them that I '\'l"ould at all times give them my co-operation for tho 
prevention of tlwfts. 

I also gave them to understand that I read the treaty the same ns 
the Free State, and considered that, in the event of thefts being 
committed by their people in the Colony, that I would avail myself of 
the provisions of tho treaty just the same as the Free State. 

I also informed the Chiefs that the reason why I crossed the 
boundary armed '\'l"ns that only a few 'l\eeks previous one man had 
been killed '\'\"Lile following upon the spoor of his cattle thnt had been 
driven into the Lesuto, and another man had been most severely 
wounded; and that I consider it therefore unsafe to go unprotected, 
however much I regretted the necessity there was for doing so, and 
that I hoped. under the circumstanc:e·s, the explanation would be 
considered satisfactory. Sophonia also told me that the Chief Poshuli 
appeared very humble, and that when the thid Quini was put to 
death Poshuli paid six oxen before all the peuple assembled as an 
atonement and plellge to the Chids Mo,hosh and Lehie that he would 
now reform, and would no longer em·ourage his people to stl•al. 
From all I have been able to gather, the scvt'l·e example made in this 
case 11.ppears to have had a very good efiect upon the Basutos, a1Hl 
that thore has been mueh excitement amongst thorn, in cun:st,qucnce of 
the late thefts, and the whole of the people deprecate the conduct of 
the Chief Poshuli and have said should he get into trouble again they 
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would leave him to his fato ; and his own subjects have threatened to 
:ibandon him. 

I entertain now the most sanguine hope that matters will settle 
down quietly upon the border. 

I have still the compensation cattle in my possession, and would beg 
to propose that some slight compensation be awarded to the owners of 
the cattle, who however in justice deserve nothing as in the case of 
Slabber, although warned by me when going upon the spoor of their 
horses, none of them accompanied me, and the man Mahon has never 
reported his loss to me, neither has he taken any trouble about it. 
The remainder of the compensation I would divide amongst the 
Natives who so readily volunteered to assist me in following up the 
spoor. I forgot to mention in the proper place that I gave Sophonia 
three oxen, one for his brother Letsie as a token of my thanks. I 
shall feel obliged to you for your instructions with regard to the 
disposition of the compensation cattle. 

I think the above plan would have a good effect. I have, &c., 
(Signed) J!io. AusTE.v. 

Letter from tlw Cit-il Co111111imo11er of Ali1cal Nurt/1 to the Secretary 
to the High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 21st March, 1859. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to transmit for His Excellency the 

Governor's information, Mr. Superintendent Austen's report of the 
result of his having on the 23rd and 2-!th February last traced the 
spoor of nine horses stolen from a Farmer near the R€serve a few 
nights previously and within a short distance of the kraal of the Chief 
Poshuli. 

Mr. Austen had determined previously to follow up personally with 
a safe party the first theft committed in the locality, in order to 
ascertain if possible who the thieves actually were. 

Poshuli refusing to come and meet Mr. Austen, and receive the 
spoor brought by him into Poshuli's country, and treating the whole 
affair in an evasive manner, compelled Mr. Austen to report him to the 
Great Chief Moshesh, whose prompt measures through Letsie, 
Sophonia, and George, are praiseworthy, and it is to be hoped ha"\"e 
taught Poshuli a ksson he will not forget. I may mention with 
refen,nco to the rrmark of Mr. Arbousset, "that the chiefs do not 
"understand Mr. Austen's marching through Basutoland with an 
" armed Band, without giving the Chiefs previous notice of the 
"stcp,"-Mr. Austen took a party with him sufficient to protect him 
from any treacherous attack which might be made upon him. He has 
personally assured me that while he unsaddled in Poshuli's country 
awaiting. the return of the deputation sent to his kraal to confer with 
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him and dcliwr the spoor over, the tt>rnper of Poshuli's own people 
who came and spoke with him was sueh that he could with perfect 
confidence have marched upon him and driven him out of the country, 
and that the great bulk of Poshuli's own people would have joined in 
doing so. 

The vigorous steps taken by Moshesh afford proof that be is 
perfectly satisfied of Mr. Austen's moderation, and the sufficimt 
reasons which existed for appealing to himself as the last m,ort, and 
also holding him liable for the consequences. It would yet avpear 
that the Chiefs do not, or are not willing to understand that the treaty 
affords any redress upon a spoor, if it be brought by Colonial !>ubjects 
from the south side of the Orange River. I trust, however, His 
E:1:cellency may convince Moshesh that Mr. Austen's reading of the 
treaty is not only correct, but that the practice will be held perfectly 
justifiable when necessary. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jon:-i BrnxET. 

Letter from tl1e Cl1i,f Ldsie to tl1e LanddroRt of Smitl,jidd. 

Morija, 26sten .Maart, 1859. 
WEL ED. HEER,-lk heh U Ed. niet veel nieuws te schrijwn, maar 

zoo dom ik bon heb ik tuch een wcinig nieuws te schrijven. Ik nnag 
U Ed. mij toch inlichting te willen geven omtrent de gcstoleno 
goederen, pnnrden en beesten. Nadat de oorlog voorbij was, heeft het 
Gouwrnement zich te verschillende mnkn uitgesproken dat alle 
paarden en beesten die van wedcrzijds, van blanken en zwnrten. in den 
oorlog gcnomen zijn, nagcspoort zulleu Worden, nadat de zaak 
afgedaan is tusschcn het Gouvernement en Moshesh. :Ku vraag ik U 
Ed. of ook de boeren eene stem hebben in de uihnaking der dingen 
tusschen hct Gouvernement en :Moshesh. Mijnhcer, bier is al een 
bewijs van 8 ossen die in den oorlog genomen zijn, zijn weder 
afgenomen door do boer Jan Letele, die was tot nu toe een Vt'rvolger 
van mij. 

De beesten van mijn volk 'l>orden ook "cggenomen door het regt 
van Letele, en ik moet dQn tevrede blijven, omdat ik vrees dat ik dau 
een breuk mnak op u, want hij woont onder bet regt vnn de boeren. 
Vorder krijg ik dng voor dng brieven '\"an do boPrcn over paardt'n en 
becsten; <laarom Mijnhe('r, h('lp mij a.ls U.E. de goc•tlh(•itl wil lwbbt•n, 
en woes mijn t'n Moshoshs vnder. Dat is de mcening '\"an rnijn lirid. 
Ik blijf uw kind. 

(Gctcekend) LETSIE. 

Letter from tlie Cliil'f Let~ie to tl1e Landdrost of S111itl1Jidd. 

Morija, 29th March, 1859. 
MY DEAR S1a,-I wi~h to inform you that I receive letters from 
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subjects of the Free State, the contents of which are on the purpose to 

retain stolen property. Several of the farmers also have been here in 
person, looking for horses and cattle which, they say, have been etolen 
from them. A few of the horses, which I got from Poshuli's people, 
have been gi'\'en back in this way. But I fear that I may be troubled 
by constant demands of your Burghers, and that they will ask for 
stolen property which is not and never will be here. Neither do they 
make much distinction whether the property was taken from them 
before, in, or after the war. 

On the other hand I have t-0 inform you that the people of Kuane, 
the son of Letelle, continue to steal horses and cattle from the Basutos ; 
this is very trouble~ome to me and my people, more so as I do not like 
to interfere with force of arms, because I keep to the Treaty of Peace. 
But although I have applied several times to the Authorities, 
informing them of the thefts of Kua.ne, I have got no redress. 

Now, in going back to the stolen property of the farmers, if we 
give bac-k their cattle, I thought it would be only justice to get back 
mine from Kuane. But I may be in the wrong, and therefore come to 
you to ask for an explanation. I consider you as a much more 
understanding man as myself. You may be compared t-0 a father and 
I to a son, say me therefore if you please: Have I to continue to sit 
still and to allow Kuane to go on in his will doings to eat upon my 
people and myself? Have I to conti1111e to give the farmers the hon-t's 
and cattle they ask from me? As I have eonfidence in you, I trust 
that you will send me your good advice, aml let me know how I have 
to conduct myself in the present situation. I am, &c., 

(Signed) LETSIE. 

Letter from tl1e Committee of tlic Paris Erangdical Mission Society to the 
High Commissioner. 

Paris, 1st April, 1859. 
YouR ExcELLEXCY,-The last mail from the Cape has brought us 

the intelligence that the natives who were driven fast year from the 
station of Beersheba have entreated the Rev. S. Rolland to take them 
back to the pla<"e where he has so long httended to their spiritual 
and temporal welfare. Th<'J 1wcfer to live under the rule of the Free 
State rather than run the risk of dispersing and losing the advantages 
they dE>rived from living together in the eharge of their beloved pastor. 

Sneh b<>ing the rnse, we fe('l eonstrnined by the interest we take 
in these people to intreat your Excellency to use your influenee on the 
Free State Goverurumt to obtain of them that they enlarge the extent 
of ground allotted to the station. Six thousand acres of land are alto­
gether insufficient for so many people. ,v o believe that, when Your 
Excellency consented to this being henceforth the extent of territory 
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attached to Beersheba, you were under the impression that very few 
natives, if any, would again assemble there. 

'Whatever may have been the disputes between the Boers and the 
Basuto tribe, the people of Beersheba were remarkable by their quiet­
ness and their habits of order and of industry. The white inhabitants 
can therefore have no reason to dread their vicinity, and the less so 
now that the new treaty has placed those natives under the control 
of the Free State. 

Your Excellency must be aware that the territory of Beersheba has 
been set apart by the Chief Moshesh that our Society might make use 
of it for Missionary purposes, and it is principally to this privilege that 
we owe the success whiC'h bas attended there the efforts of our agents, 
both in respect to civilization and Christianity. It can not be that the 
Free State Government, who profess the same reli1,•-ion as ourselves, 
should be less desirous than a native chief to grant us every advantage 
we nel'd to carry on our work. Praying, &c., 

(Signed) For the Committee: 
T. H. GRA?l'D PIERRE, D. D., 
E. CASAUS. 

Letter fr<fm the Rer. Mr. Jousse, f<fr the Cl1ief Moshesh, to the S11peri11fe11dmt 
of tl1e Wiftebergm Natire Reserre. 

Thaba Bosigo, 1st April, 1859. 
SIR,-The -Chief Moshesh wishes me to inform you that he bas 

received your letter, and according to your wish he has spoken again 
to bis brother Poshuli that he should steal no mure. As you are living 
not far from Poshuli, he begs of your kindness to be his eyes '.matlo) in 
that quarter, and if you have something to complain of or to say either 
to hi.nor to his son Letsie, you should send for Isaac who is living at 
Poshuli's, and he will transmit your message as speedily as l)ossible. 
The Chief entertains the ho11e that the blow struck lately will teach 
many, and put a stop to robberies. With the salutations of Moshesh, 
I remain, &c., 

(Signed) T. JoussE. 

E.drnet from a Ldlt>r of the S11peri11fe11rlenf of tlie Wittebergen ]{afire 
ReReru to tl1e Ciril Commissioner of Ali1cal North. 

Wittebergen, 9th April, 1859. 
I bcg to endoi>e a letter which I received to-day from the Chicf 

Moshesh, in reply to my letter of explanation which I sent with his 
sou Sophouia. The Chief also scnt me a verbal me1Ssage with lsnac 
who is the bearer of the letter, which is also very satisfactory. I con­
sider that I have gained a very important point with l\foshesh, in 
getting him to appoint his own official messenger on the immediate 
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border. Isaac is an intelligent man, I know him, and have no doubt 
but that he ~ll be very useful to us. Isaac tells me Poshuli is very 
quiet, and he thinks that there will be no trouble on our border this 
winter and that the country is very quiet. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN. 

Letter from tl1e Rei-. Mr. Joum, for the Cl1ief Moshesh, to the Landdro,t of 
s Ill it lifi,·ld. 

Thaba Bosigo, 22nd April, 1859. 
Srn,-I am requested by the Chief Moshesh to write to you as fol­

lows :-Gustuvus Voessie has just been here for two days, complaining 
that some Bushmen living not fur from the frontier are troublesome to 
the farmers. Three months ago I received such complaints from tho 
President of the Orange Free State, and as in that time Jan Letele and 
Poshuli, the two instigators of the late war, were stealing from each 
other, I wrote to His Honour that it should be fair to confront those two 
great thieves, that we may know who has begun to steal since the 
proclamation of armistice. His Honour promised to answer me ou the 
subject, but till this day I have not yet received his answer. And as 
Jan Letde is still stealing fast on the Basutos' property, I cannot hear 
any other claim till justiee be done. I shall wait for the answer from 
the President of the Orange Free State. 

At the request of Moshesh, (Signod) T. JorssE. 

Lefter Ji-or11 tlw Superintendent of fh~ Wittebergen .Native Reserve to tlie Cin"/ 
Com111issio11er of .Aliwal .North. 

Wittebergen, 29th April, 1859. 
Srn,-I have the honour to state, for the information of His Excel­

lency the Governor, that I started on the 19th instant with the Chiefs 
Lehana and Jun Letelle, to show them the country of the Chief Kreli, 
as requested by His Excellency the Governor; and returned on the 
night of the 28th instant. 

I crossed the Wittebergen, or hip of the Drakensberg, by the puss 
commonly called by the Boers "Lange Kloof," up to where it opens 
into the footpath from MorOtii's, well-known by the name of •· Mosh­
eslt's footpath," into Tambookieland, and then took the path called the 
"Zuurberg road," which brought me to the ruost easterly source of the 
Tsomo, which stream runs in a south-easterly direction. I crossed this 
stn,am, nnd kept along the ba!le of the mountains, cutting all the tribu 
tary streams of the Tsomo (niue in all) until I came to the Indwe, 
which is the mo~t we~terly boundary of Kreli's country. 

The whole of this country abounds with abundance of wood and 
water, and the i;oil is rich, and the pasturage good, capable of bearing 
a very heavy 1,tock, aud very extensive agricultural capabilities. 
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I think the extent of this country may probably be about 50 miles 
in length, from the Indwe to the Umga rivers, from a point due east, 
and about 30 miles broad from the base of the mountains to the near­
est people belonging to the Chiefs Nonesi, Joi, and Fubu. 

Lehnna and Jan Letelle are much pleased with the country, and say 
they have made up their own minds to go and settle there under the 
directions of His Excellency the Governor, but that they would call a 
meeting of their people and headmen, and let me kn~w their decision, 
and request it to be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor. 

I consider ihe above country well adapted to Natives, and think it 
would be advantageous to the Government to locate them as near the 
foot of the mountain as practicable, as it is along the mountains 
thieves generally travel with their booty from the Colony. 

I would also beg respectfully to suggest, that in the event of these 
people being located in that locality, that they be placed at once under 
judicial supervision, and that I think it would be very bad policy to 
put them in such an isolated position, with so much evil influence 
near them, and so many facilities for evil within their reach; but if a 
judicious man be placed with them, who understands the Native 
character and customs, they may be made very useful as a local border 
police force, to stop thieves, and take up spoors of stolen property, 
supported by the Mounted Police of the Frontier. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J-:.o. AusTEN. 

Letter from the Superintendent of the Wittehergm Native Reaerve to the 
Civil Commissioner of Ali1cal ]{orfh. 

Wittebergen, 30th April, 1859. 
MY DEAR MR. BURNET,-You will see by my official report of my 

trip over the mountains that Lehana and Letelle are delighted with the 
new country, and I think they are anxious to go and take possession 
soon; but I doubt whether they will be able to move before the winter 
sets in. I think from all I have been able to ascertain that it would be 
useful to locate them in villages at convenient distances apart along 
the base of the mountains, so as to be able to protect themselves from 
their enemies. It is not unlikely that they will meet with some 
opposition from Kreli and J umba's peo1>le, who are their nearest 
neighbours at our end. I would like to see the whole of that country 
occupied which I traversed two years ago, as far as where Nehe­
miah has no,v located himself, say from the Indwe to the sources of the 
Umzimkulu River, joining on to the .Mabaca tribes • • • • • • 

I hope should Lehana and Letelle go to this country, that a Super­
intendent may be sent with th,m, to take supervision as they come in ; 
if this is not done, Leha.na's people are a. lawless set of fellows, and 
Ll'telle's a.re !!O accustomed to steal, that it would be difficult for them 
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to refrain from old fixed habits, and they would act the same part the 
Bushmen now do, stealing from the ,vash Bank and Kraai River 
fal'mers, and would consequently Lecome a pest to our border, and it 
would have been better to have left the country in the hands of its 
former inhabitants. 

I have Ill'Ver seen a better watered country than this; the pasturage 
is coarse and sour, but I think if stocked would soon improve. I was 
much struck with the difference in the temperature on the other side 
of the mountains, the days were much wanner and the nights not so 
cold and frosty as what we found it on this side. I was surprised to 
Sl•e so much wood on the side of the mountains, consisting of what the 
Bot.>rs call the zuiker-b?sch, and in the kloofs forests of considerable 
sized timber and mountain bamboos. 

I was son-y I could not go further into the country; owing to the 
people's crops being ripe they were anxious to get back to gather in 
their harvest. It took me three <lays to get to the bottom of the 
mountain on the east side, and three days more to the Indwe. I don't 
think the pasturage good along the base of the mountain for sheep. 
but cattle, goats, and horses will do well, and all kinds of grain will do 
wrll. All has been very quiet in the Reserve during my absence. My 
neighbours over the river are inclined to leave me alone for the present. 

(Signed) JNo. Ausn:.-v. 

Letter from t!te ✓!cting President of tl1e Oran,qe Free State to the Cl1i,:f 
Moslwsli. 

Bloemfontein, 4den Mei, 1859 
GROOT OrrERHOOFD,-lngesloten ontvangt u voor uwe informatie 

copij bt.>sluit van den Volksmad, en ik hob u tevens te berigten dat 
ik goed gevonden heh om zonder verzuim eene Commissie te benoemen 
qm op den :2:jstc'n dezer maand te Beersheba te zijn om ingevolgen 
boven aangehaald besluit aldaar eeue Conunissie van uwe zijde te 
ontmoeten, om over rle aangelegenheden betreffende hoofdzaakelijk 
Jan Letelle en Poshuli te handelen. Ik verzoek u derhalve vriendelijk 
om op don :25sten dezer maand ook de CoILmissie van uwe zijde op 
Beersheba te bestellen: 

Het 8pijt mij dat met de behandeling dezer zaak zoo lang versuimd 
is gowor<len, daar ik het als zeer wenschelijk beschouw om alles uit 
den wrg te ruimen wat aanleiding zou kunnen geven tot nieuwe 
ouaangPnaaruheden tussrhen de Basutos en Yrijstaat Burgers. 

Danr ik plan heh om persoonlijk de bijeenkomst dier Co=issie bij 
te ,nmen, zoo zou het mij zrer aangenaam wezen wanneer ik ook 
nzclve daar konde ontmoeten. In de hoop met brenger dezes een 
antwoord van u te ontvangen. verblijf ik nn groete, enz., 

(Geteekend) E. R. SNIJllIAN, Fung. Pres. 0. V. Stao.t. 
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Letter from th.8 Cil/il Com111imoner of Aliwal North to th.e Secretary to 
the High Commiuioner. 

Aliwal North, 9th May, 1859. 
S1a,-I have the honour to tranRmit, for the information of His 

Excellency the High Commissioner, a letter of Mr. Superintendent 
Austen relative to the proposed removal of the young Chief Lehana, 
son of the late Chief Sikonyela, from the Wittebergen Native Reserve 
to a Location on the Tsomo, together with a Return of the people of 
his Tribe who would emigrate with him to that country. I have, &c. 

(Signed) Jolllf BURNET. 

Letter from the S1'perintmd-ent of the WittebM"gen Native Reaerr:e to the 
Ciril Commiaaioner of Aliwal North. 

Witteberi;:-en, '9th May, 1859. 
S1a,-I have the honour herewith to enclose a return of the people 

of the Chief Lehana; and at the special request of that Chief to convey 
his thanks to His Excellency the Governor, and to say that he and his 
people have met together and have unanimously concluded to avail 
themselves of His Excellency's kind offer made to them, when at 
Aliwal North last year, of granting them a Location on the Tsomo 
River, in the late country of the Chief Krell, and to say that they will 
be ready to move there in two months from this. 

Lehaua also begs respectfully to request that His Excellency may 
be pleased to cause the necessary arrangements to be made for pointing 
out to him on his arrival his Location ; and that a Special Magistrate 
may be appointed to reside with him; and also a Mis3ionary. 

He also desires that he may be allowed a reasonable supply of Arms 
and Ammunition to protect themselves against their enemies. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) Jim. AusTEN. 

Return of the people belonging to tl1e Batlokua Chief Leluma, son of the late 
Chief Sikonyela. 

No. of men 465, No. of women 688, No. of boys 250, No. of girls 
289. Remarks.-This number includes a number of people now at 
Smithfield and Beersheba, and some whose time of servitude in the 
Colony is now expiring. 

(Signed) JoHN AusT.E.,~. 

Letter from the S,cretary to the High Com111is,io11er to the Superintendent 
of tl1e Witteber_qen Natfre Reseri:e. 

Cape Town, 10th May, 18-59. 
Srn.-Your letter of the 29th ultimo to Mr. Burnet, reporting your 

return from Kroli's country, has been laid before Hor Majesty's High 
LL 
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Commissioner. Hie Excellency regrets to find that you have mistaken 
the instructions issued by him for your guidance, and which he had 
hoped you clearly understood. His Excellency distinctly forbad any 
intrl18ion on Kreli's country, and you are requested to lose no time in 
rectifying an error that may give occasion for future trouble. The 
country His Excellency had in view for occupation by Letelle nnd 
Lehana lies between the Umqua River and the sources of the Umzim­
vubu, including all the tributaries of the Tsitsi. 

This country is larger in extent, and equally productive as the land 
you have· wrongly selected, and likewise abounds in game. In condu­
eion His Excellency requests you will describe to him as correctly as 
you are able the country about to be occupied by Nehemiah. I have, 
&c., 

(Signed) JOSIAS RIVERS. 

Eztract, from a Letter of tk Supe-rintendent of th8 Witteher9e1i Natire 
Reserve to the Secretary to the High Commis,ioner. 

Wittebergen, 19th May, 1859. 
I cannot think how I managed to misunderstand Sir George. I 

have all along been under the impression that the Governor named 
the Tsomo, and even up to this moment I cannot remove that 
impression, but, however, I must be wrong and the Governor right. 

I have explained the whole matter to Lehana, and he and his people 
understand their position and will only be glad to take lands in any 
part of the country the Governor may be pleased, and they still 
express their thanks to the Governor for his kind promise, and hope 
that they may soon be allowed to go and take possession of their 
Location. They are very anxious to have a Magistrate sent with 
them. 

I think if they go their numbers will be very considerable, as their 
movement will draw off a great many of their own tribe, now living in 
Moshesh's country, who were compelled to go there when their tribe 
was broken up by Moshesh, so that they would soon grow into a large 
tribe. 

I have not heard anything of Jan Letelle. I don't think that tribe 
will move. I have heard whi:.<pers that their old men demur going 
down so near the Kaffirs. I also ht>nr that tht>_v fear the Basutos will 
fall upon them when in the net of trekking, and that they are therefore 
afraid to stir. They still continue to steal from Po;.huli, and he from 
them. 

(Signed) JNo. AusTE.'1. 

Letter from tl,e Chief Hoshe~h to the Free State Commi6si011. 
Thaba Bosigo, 20th May, 1859. 

OENTLEMEN,-1 send several of my sons to meet you at Beersheba 
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that they may listen to what you have to say about thieving. Since 
war was over you have been complaining that Poshuli was stealing, 
and in many cases cattle and horses have been restored to their owners. 
Poshuli has been severely punished, and to-day he steals no more. 

I did also complain about Jan Letelle, who is living in the Free 
State. That m&n has not discontinued to steal since the truce has 
been signed, and many people of mine have been ruined by him; and 
although I have oftentimes written to your Goverwnent on that 
subject, no redress at all has been made till this day. 

Now my sons will hear what you intend to do before Jan Letelle 
leaves the Free State, 1111d I hope you 1cill m11k8 him restore the property 
he has takeu off from my people since war is over. If you do not induce 
him to do so, I will discontinue to redress the wrongs you may have 
to complain of henceforth from my people, who are looking at you as e. 
people who give harbour to the thieves. If you have any words to 
send me, please write in English, since I have some one here who 
fully understanda it. 

Mark X of MosHESH. 

Rough tra11sl11tion of a Letter giren by Jan Letell8 to the Superintendent of 
the Wittehergen Native Reserve for trammission to 

Gl)f)ern<>r Sir Georgo Grey. 
Koesberg, 22nd May, 1859. 

I write to you, my Lord and Father, Sir George Grey, K.C.B., 
Governor. 

I, John LetL•lle, I hope still upon your word that you have said to 
me, my Lord, at Blesbok Fonteiu, the place of Hans van Rooyen. 
Your word was to assist me with waggons if I move, and when I 
arrived there with powder and lead. Upon your word, my Lord, and 
also with utensils (geroedschap) and also with a plough. My father, 
I trust in your word, my Lord, Sir George Grey, au.t I hope you will 
take as good care of me as of Adam Kok. And, my Lord, the 
country is to my taste, Lord and father, and I hope to go as soon as 
possible. My father, the children wish still to plant if possible, and I 
hope in two years that I and Sikonyela's son shall have good means of 
living, for we have for a long time had no rest, but I hope that our 
God may go with us, and Mr. Austen as you write. 

I hope that my father prays for us, because we go as the children of 
Israel in the wilderness, you also I. Oh be then as a friend and 
father, aud I hope that where I have not done right, you will write 
me what is right. 

To the Lord Sir George Grey, with my best compliments, and my 
coruplinH'nts to you J. Austen. I remniu your friend, 

(Signed) JAN LETELLE. 
LL 2 
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utter from tli$ Superintendent of the Wittebergen Native Reaerve t<, th~ 
Civil Commi88ioner of .A.liwal North. 

Wittebergen, 2nd July, 1859. 
Sm,-1 have the honour herewith to enclose a lett~r from Jan Letelle 

which I received some time ago. Upon the receipt of this letter I 
sent word to Jan Letelle that I could not forward his letter, as it 
contained several important requests, until he furnished me with a 
return of the number of his followers to be sent down with his letter 
for the informatioa of His Excellency the Governor. Last week, too 
late for the post, I received a message from Jan Letelle, stating that 
he could not send me a return of the number of his followers, that his 
people had not yet made up their minds, and that they intended to 
plough their present garde11.s this season. From all I have been able 
to gather, there appears no chance of Letelle's removing from his 
present country. 

I have the honour also to state for your information that the Chief 
Lehana has applied to me this week, and requests me to say that he 
and his people are now quite ready to remove to the new country, and 
requests me to ask you to be good enough to report this to His 
Excellency the Governor, with a request that His Excellency may be 
pleased to make the necessary 'lrrangements for his removal, and that 
some officer might be appointed to point out his Location. 

Lehana is anxious to be allowed to move as soon as possible, as they 
want to go with their stock at once to take possession and break up 
ground for the coming season ; but he wishes to leave the women here 
to cultivate this season, and when they have reaped their crops to 
make their final move. I have &c., 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN. 

Letter from Jan Letelle to tli$ Landdrost of Cal-ed-On River. 
Koesberg, 23sten Julij, 1859. 

L.umDROST SAUER,-Om te meld dat hier is genomen 18 beesten van 
de volk van Kapitein Jan Letelle, 2 wagters is gemoord op Donderdag 
avond in het veld, maar ik Jan Letelle vraag aan de Opperhoofde wat 
moet ik nu doen, mij beer en vader. Mijn volk en ik gaan dood van 
honger, ik straf als hulle steel. 

(G0teekend) JAN LETELLE. 

Letter from tli$ High CommiasioMr to the President of the Orange Free State. 
Cape Town, 25th July, 1859. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to t"ansmit for your information the copy 
of a letter I have received from the French Missionary Society, 
begging me to request the Government of the Orange Free State to 
enlarge the extent of ground allott<'d to the French Missionary 
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Station at Beersheba, which the Society considers inadequate to the 
wants of the considerable number of Basutos who it is presumed will 
settle there as subjects of the Free State Government. 

I am not aware whether the arrangem11nts made by the Orange 
Free Siate Government may or may not permit your acceding to this 
roquest, but I beg to recommend it for such favourable consideration 
as it may be in the power of your Government to afford it. I have, 
&c., 

(Signed) G. GRBY. 

Letter from tk High Commissioner to the President of th6 Evangelical 
lJlissionary Socidy, Pari,. 

Cape Town, 26th July, 1859. 
Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 1st April last, requesting me to use my influence with the Free 
State Government for the purpose of inducing them to enlarge the 
extent of ground allotted to the Missionary Station at Beersheba, to 
which it now appears a large number of Basutos propose again to 
ret11rn as subjects of the Orange Free State Government. I am not 
aware whether it will be in the power of the Government of that 
Country to eomply with your retfuest, as they may have made other 
arrangr!llents with regard to these lands, to induce some of their sub­
jects to abandon valuable forms to which they laid an absolute claim, 
and which were situated in the Territory now finally acknowledged as 
belonging to the Basutos alone. 

I have, however, requested the Orange Free State Government to 
give as favourable a consideration as they can to the request you have 
made, for I am anxious in every way that lies in my power to promote 
the interests of your Missions, of the beneficial results of which I 
have been a witness, and to which I shall always be ready to bear 
testimony. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from tl1e S11peri11te11dmt of th~ Wittebergm .J.Yatire R1•,en·1 to the 
Cicil Comm1:1sioner of .Ali,cal .J.Vorth. 

Wittebergen, 30th July, 1859. 
Srn,-I have been requested by the Chief Lehana to state for the 

information of His Excellency the Governor that he and his followers 
have been ready for the last two months to move to the new country 
advised by the Governor when at Aliwal North in September last, and 
that they have been anxiou!ly waiting for the Governor's permission 
to remove there, and are very much disappointed that they have not 
been favoured with His Excellency's pleasure upon that subject. 

I have now the honour to beg you to be good enough, at the request 
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of the Chief Lehana and his people, to bring their case again promi­
nently to the notice of His Excellency the Governor, with their urgent 
request that His Excellency may be pleased to favour their case with 
his early consideration, and more especially so as they have heard that 
a change is likely soon to take place in the Government of the Colony, 
which in all probability would cause a serious delay, which would be 
very inconvenient, inasmuch as it would cause foe loss of the sowing 
season to them, as they wish to take possession in time to enable them 
to plant millet and maize and prepare the ground for the next season at 
their new Location. 

Under these circumstances I beg most respectfully you to be good 
enough to renew their application in the strongest possible manner, as 
I fear in the event of their receiving no reply I shall not be able to 
restrain them from moving without the authority, which would be a 
great pity, as these people have made up their minds to move t-0 that 
country under the personal advice of His Excellency the Governor 
conveyed to them when at Aliwal North. I have, &c., 

(Signed) JNo. AusTE..v. 

I>espatch from the High Commissioner to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 7th August, 1859. 
Srn,-1 have seen it stated in several publications that the 

Boundary I fixed botwoen the Orange Free State and the Basnt-0 
Nation, in negotiating a treaty of peace between those two Stat,•s ou 
the 29th September last, is the same as that which Major ,varden 
wished to establish several years since. 

2. As I am unwilling that such a mistake should remain 
uncontradicted, I have the honour herowith to enclose for your 
information a tracing of the Boundaries of the two States in which 
the line A B represents the Boundary which Major Warden wished to 
establish, and the broken line C D the line which was fixed by the 
treaty of the 29th September, 1858. I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEo. GREY. 
(It is unnecessary to give the tracing, as it is shown in the different 

maps.-Compiler). 

Lett-er Ji·om tl1e Secretary to the Hij1li l'o111111i.ysioner to tl1e Ciril 
C.'r,1111111,Ysioner of A.li1cal .1.Yorth. 

Cape Town, 12th August, 1859. 
S11t,-Having laid before the High Commissioner your letter of the 

1st instant with its official enclosure from Mr. Superintendent Austen, 
on the subject of the desire of the Chief Lehana and others to remove 
into the new country advised by the Governor wl1en at Aliwal North 
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in September last, I have the honour to acquaint you, for the 
information of Mr. Superintendent Austen, that His Excellency, 
having been recalled from the adminietration of the Government of 
this Colony, feels that he cannot take any further steps in this matter, 
and that therefore the removal of these people, if referred at all, must 
be referred to Sir George Grey's successor. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from the Iligh Co111111issio11er to Nelwmi11l1 Moshesh. 
Cape Town, 18th August, 1859. 

Mv FRIEND NEIIE)ll.rn,-I have received your letter of the 3rd of 
March, telling me that you had removed with your people to a tract 
of country below the Drakensberg. You are quite right in stating 
that I advised you not to make such a movement until you had 
written to me regarding it. I fear that complications may hereafter 
take place from what has occurred. My successor will, however, I am 
sure, do his utmost to adjust all matters well in so far as he may think 
it his duty to interfere with them. In the meantime, I wish yourself 
and your brothers good-bye. If you wish to write to me, when I am 
in England, if you send your letters to Mr. Rivers he will forward 
them to me. Wish also your father good-bye for me, if I can be of 
use to him in England at any time, he can write to me. I am, your 
Friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from the Speech of .J.cti11g Preaidmt SniJman to tM Volkwaatl 
of tlte Orange Free Stau. 

24th August, 1859. 
I have the best reason for believing that we stand on a good footing 

of pence and friendship with all our neighbours, both white and 
coloured, although petty thefts are from time to time committed. On a 
tour which I recently made in the ,vinburg district I held a conference 
with the chief Molapo, at Mr. Hiscock's farm on Sand River. That 
chief gave me the most emphatic assurances of his desire for peace, 
and declared that our frontier inhabitants may re-occupy their dwellings 
in security, in the same manner as Fieldcornet Senekal and others 
have already commenced doing. The further proceedings of this 
conference I will subsequently lny before you, when the subjects 
connected therewith are brought forward for discussion. 

In conformity with the resolution passed in your session of 
February last, I appointed a commission to inquire into the question 
between Jan Letelle and Poshuli, and shall submit to you the report 
of that commission, as well as a couple of letters from the Landdrost 
of Caledon River, from which you will find that Poshuli, or his 
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subjects, have not discontinued their acts of hostility against Jan 
Latella. 

Letter from tlie Civil Commissioner of A.liwal North to the S,cretary to the 
Hi9h Com,nissio11er. 

Aliwal North, 5th September, 1859. 
SIR,-Referring to the past correspondence from this office with His 

Excclleucy the High Commissioner relative to the locating of Lehana, 
the son and successor of the Chief Sikonyela, and others, in the 
country on the sources of the Umzimvubu, and the carrying out of 
which measure has been referred by His Excellency Sir George Grey 
to his successor, as intimated to this office by his letter dated 12th 
August last, I consider it my duty to put you in possession, for the 
information of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, of the 
following particulars this morning reported to me by Mr. Austen, 
Superintendent of the Wittobergen Native Reserve. 

Mr. Austen hears that Moshesh is at Mohali's, and it is said he is 
going over the mountains to see the new country. About a week or 
two ago Mr. Austen heard from some of his people, who returned from 
the Pondo country, that they met five special messengers from 
Moshesh on the road going to that country, and Mr. Austen supp•,ses 
they were sent to announce the approach of Moshesh. 

Some of Lehana's men have just come back from Moshesh's, and 
they say that Mos~esh was very wroth with them, and said that he 
(Lehana) and his people would never go to the country they 
contemplate, that it is his by virtue of the blood of his brother, who 
was slain by the Kn.al Kaffirs when they returned with that 
memorable booty which made the now cnlled "Moshesh's footpath," 
which is now a standing memorial in favour of his claim to that 
country. 

Mr. Austen believes it is the intention of Moshesh to push his 
people over into that country, to secure a footing and keep out others. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jom, BuRNET, C.C. 

Tlte Laic for Tmde. 

I, Moshcsh. write for any trader, whorver he may be, already in my 
land, and for any who may come to trade with the Basutos; my word 
is this: 

Trade to me and my tribe is a good thing, I wish to promote it. 
Any trader who wishes to establish a shop, must first obtain 

permission from me. Should he build a house, I grant him no right 
to Rell it. 
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Further, I do not grant him liberty to plough the fields, but only to 
plant a small vegetable garden. 

The trader who fancies that the place he is sojourning in belongs to 
him, must dismiss the thought, if not, he is to quit ; for there is no 
place belonging to the whites in my land, and I have granted no white 
man a place, either by word, or by writing. 

Further, any trader who leaves a debt there from whence he comes, 
and he who contracts any whilst in my land, any such debt, if brought 
to me, I will enquire into, in our Court of J us_tice, that I may settle 
it; and the debt will be paid up in the manner the Basutos pay their 
debts. But the suer is to appear before me, and the debtor likewise, 
that justice may be done. 

Further, the law that I issued on the 8th day of November, 1854, I 
renew this day, that people may be reminded of it, and conform 
themselves to it. That law runs as follows :-

lam, 
(See page 133 of this volume.) 

Mark X of MosHEsH, Chief of the Basutos. 
Literal Translation : 

(Signed) Tas. ARBousSET, V.D.M. 
Bethesda, 6th September, 1859. 

Letter from tM Chief lloshtsh to the Higlt Commissioner. 
Bethesda, 7th September, 1859. 

MY LoRn,-1 had come to Bethesda station, near to the Orange River, 
and Morosi has come to me to complain that he has lost his fields in 
the Native Reserve. I have thought it proper to bring this case to 
_your notice, but I will not speak long. I would only suggest whether 
it would not be well for Your Excellency to write to Mr. Aust£1n, or to 
appoint any one else you may trust in, to investigate the matter for 
the satisfaction of Morosi and my own. 

\Vhen Napier (Sir George) sent Mr. Walker to me with a treaty, we 
objected to sign it, stating for our reason that the Orange River line 
would cut out Morosi from us, but he encouraged us to sign said 
treaty, saying that though he had no power to alter it, he would insert 
our complaint into his diary and forward it to the Governor, in order 
that, should at any future time the colonial line which stood then very 
far be brought up nearer to Morosi, his claims and rights should be 
taken into favourable consideration, and we consented. 

'\\nen the late Governor, Sir George Grey, was last at Morija 
in the month of September, the matter was brought to the Governor's 
notice, who said that he had come upon other important business 
connected with the Free State, and could not enter into this case. I 
would respectfully beg that an enquiry be established, and that ii you 
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can find any means to satisfy Morosi, you will do it. Should Morosi 
. be required he will attend, and I will also attend if required. 

Mark X of Mos1rnsn. 
Literal translation, 

(Signed) Tnos ARnoussET, V.D.M. 

Jlemorrmdum. 
18th September, 1859. 

Sir George Grey, when at Ali\"rnl North in October 1858, told 
Lehana and Letelle that there might be no objection to their removing, 
together with their people, to the country about the Drakensberg. a 
country which he stated was fertile and abounding in game. Sir 
George Grey at the same time instructed Mr. Austen, who was present, 
to show Lehana the country to which he allu<led. It ap1wars that 
some time afterwards Mr. Austen showed Lehann the country between 
the sources of the Bnshee and the Indwe rivers, viz. about the Tsumo. 

Upon this intelligence reaching Sir George Grey, he made Mr. 
Austen acquainted with the mistake which he had made, pointing out 
the country he intended, viz. that between the Umga and the sources 
of the Umzimvubu, including all the tributaries of the Tsitsi River 
and on the slopes of the Drakensberg Mountains. 

The_ communication which passed between Sir George Grey and the 
Chiefs Lehana and Letelle, in September and October 18.'.>8, on this 
subject were, I understand, verbal. 

About the same time it appears that Nehemiah Moshesh had an 
interview with Sir George Grey at Morija, when he mentionecl a desire 
to remove with his people into the country below the Drakensberg. 
Upon this point Sir George Grey desired Nehemiah to write to him on 
his return to Cape Town. 

It appears that after this and without reference Nehemiah l\foshesh 
removed into this country and settled himself on the som-ces of the 
Umzimvubu, near one of the branches called the Knega, from whence 
in March last he writes to Sir G. Grey and states "tl11're is no appermmre 
of tll-is country ei•er haring been occupied before," and further "that his 
"nearest neighbours the Amabaca and Amapondomisi say that neither 
"they themselves ,wr any others hai•, any claim to it." These 
statements coming from Nehemiah do not look as if Moshesh had any 
great claim t-0 this country. 

I cannot see that Sir. George Grey definitely settled that these 
various moves into this country should take place, for I find that in 
August last His Excelloney, writing to Nehemiah in reference to his 
having moved, says, '· you are quite right in stating that I advisc-d 
" you not to make sueh a movement until you had written to me 
"regarding it. I fear that complications may hereafter take placo 

Digitized by G oog I e 



18591 BASUTOLAND RECORDS. 539 

"from what has occurred. My successor will, however, I am sure, 
"do his utmost to adjust all matters well in so far as he may think it 
"bis duty to interfere with them." 

Again on the 12th of tho same month I wrote to Mr. Burnet in 
reply to a letter from Mr. Austen forwarded through him, in which he 
stated that Lehana was prepared to move into the new country and 
was anxiously waiting the Governor's instructions. In my reply I said 
that His Excellency having been recalled he felt that he could not take 
any further steps in this matter, and that the removal of these people 
if referred at all should be referred to his successor. I believe that 
Sir George Grey implied that any removal to that country should be 
on their own responsibility. 

With regard to the country between the Bashee and Kei rivers 
known as Kreli's country, I believe it was His Excellency's policy had 
he remained to have brought Kreli back and to have established a 
magistrate with him, hoping thus to bring him into friendly relation 
with the Government and to have placed him on a par with other 
Kaffir Chiefs. 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from the Secretary to the lt.igh Commisaioner to the Secretary to 
the Lieutenant Got·er11or. 

Cape Town, 25th September, 1859. 
SIR,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

19th instant forwarding for record in my office the copy of a 
communication which you had addressed to Mr. John Burnet relative 
to the settlement of the Chiefs Lehana and Letelle in the unoccupied 
country towards the sources of the Umzimvubu, and requesting me to 
furnish any information which I may be in possession of on this 
subject. 

Prior to the receipt of your letter, and apprehending that His 
Excellency the officer administering the Government might be 
solicitous at the present moment of obtaining information on this very 
subject, I drew up and forwarded by last mail a memorandum of all 
that to my knowledge had transpired in reference to this matter: I 
was not present with Sir George Grey when the personal communica­
tions with the Chiefs Lehana, Letelle, or Nehemiah Moshesh took 
place, but such remarks as I made in my memorandum relating to 
such personal communieations were framed upon information received 
from an officer of Sir George Grey's staff, who was present, and who 
believes the substance of my report to be correct. As regards other 
subsequent points, I have derived my knowledge from the perusal of 
such documents as I have been able to collect in the offices of the 
Government. This memorandum which I forwarded to His Excellency 
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I intenderl to be only demi-official, for I could not presume officially to 
notify what were Sir George Grey's views when he had not himself 
made me acquainted with them. 

The memorandum will however acquaint His Excellency with Mr. 
Austen's having rectifietl the error into which he had fallen, when 
pointing out to the Chiefs the territory which it might have been 
intended they should at that time hnvo oecupied. 

Again it will point out the position ~-hich Nehemiah Moshesh has 
taken up. In regard to the intended move of the Chiefs Lehana and 
Letelle together with their people into this new country, I would add 
that Mr. Burnet on the 4th J ttly last reported that the former Chief 
was ready and anxious to move, and the same letter gave cover to one 
from Mr. Austen, in which he states that he believes the latter 
named Chief has abandoned, for the present at least, his intention 
of removing from his present location. 

I am not aware of any communication having passed between the 
High Commissioner and Moshesh respecting these movements, or of 
the settlement of Nehemiah in this country; but my memorandum 
will show His Excellency that Nehemiah moved into this country 
without consulting Sir George Grey, as he was desired to do. 

I may here remark that Sir George Grey had decided, in reference 
to the country on this side of the Tsomo, that neither Adam Kok nor 
any other Native should occupy it. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TAAYERs. 

Letter from the Lieutenant Gorernor to the CJ,i,j Jloshesh. 
Graham's Town, 30th September, 1859. 

CHIEF MomEsn.-I thank you for the greeting conveyed to me in 
your letter of the 5th instant, and assure you that I reciprocate the 
good feeling which you have expressed towards me as the 
Representative of the Queen of England. 

It will be my earnest desire to maintain, and, if possible, increase 
the good understanding hitherto existing between yourself and the 
Government of this Colony. • 

I am aware that for many years a considerable number of your 
people have come into this Colony and entered the service of the 
Farmers, and I have generally heard a good account of them, so fa.r I 
believe this has been 11 mutual advantage to both parties. 

I have been so short a time in this Colony that I am not fully 
acquainted with all the circumstances which led to the treaties being 
as you state torn up. 

When I get to Cape Town next month I will look into this, and see 
if there has been any correspondence between you and Sir George 
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Grey about it, and, if so, whether anything has been done by His 
Excellency in the matter, so that we may not work in the dark. I 
am, &c., 

(Signed) R.H. WYNYARD. 

Letter from the Lieutenant Governor to tl1e Cl1ief Mo1M1h. 
Graham's Town, 30th September, 1859. 

CHIEF MosHESH,-1 have received here your letter written at 
Bethesda on the 7th instant, and assure you that it will give me 
pleasure to correspond with you on all matters concerning the welfare 
of the people of this country of all classes. 

As regards the complaint of Morosi of having lost his fields in the 
Native Reserve, I can only say that no alteration has taken place since 
Governor Cathcart settled the Boundaries after the war of 1850 and 
1852. The arrangements then made cannot be altered now, and if 
Morosi has lost anything he must attribute it to his own conduct at 
that time. 

War is a bad thing, and people cannot take part in it without risk. 
It is a pity that Morosi did not think of this betimes. I hope this will 
satisfy Morosi, and that there will be in future a good understanding 
between him and the people of the Native Reserve, so that all may 
reap the fruits of that peace which is now so fairly established. I 
have, &c., 

(Signed) R. H. WYNYARD. 

Letter from the Acting Preaident of the Orange Free State to the 
Cliief llosheah. 

Bloemfontein, !Oden November, 1859. 
GoEDE VRIE..vn,-Ik ben verblijd u te kunnen zeggen dat sedert ik 

aan bet hoofd der regering alhier geplaatst ben, er weinig klagten 
over rooverijen bij mij zijn gekomen, en ook verheug ik mij dat ik 
geen moeite heb gehad om mijne burgers tegen te houden van het 
plegen van eenige vijandelijkheid tegen de Basutos, integendeel, 
zonder daartoe aangemaand te zijn, hebben zij zicb stil en rustig 
gedragen, zoodat bet gebleken is dat uwe vreos ongogrond was, dat 
namelijk, zooals gij door uwen aoon deed weten, gij bang waart dat 
de Burgers van den Vrijstaat niet naar mij zouden luisteren, maar bun 
eigon goed,-inden of willekeur met de Basutos zouden handelen. 

Sedert kort zijn echter verscheidene diefstallen gepleegd, zoo het 
schijnt meestal door het volk van Poshuli, iets dat mij waarlijk zeer 
spijt. 

Ik heb gedacht u daarvan niet onkundig t1i moeten laten, en zend u 
daaroru ook eenige afschrifteu van rapporten en verklaringen omtrent 
die rooverijen, in hot vaste vertrouwen dat gij oen dadelijk onderzoek 
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zult doen, de dieven straffen, en het gestolen onverwijld zult doen terug 
zenden. Want door zoo te handelen zult gij zeker best bewijzen, dat 
Vrede inderdaad uw keus is. 

V olgens uw zeggen van vroeger is Poshuli een der groote oorzaken 
van den jongsten oorlog, daarom vertrouw ik dat gij hem tot zijnen 
pligt brengt en hem beletten zult de rust op de grenzen te verstoren. 
Ik eindig deze met de hoop en vaste vertrouwen dat gij alle middelen 
in uw ruagt zult gebruiken om de rooverij te beletten. 1k ben, enz., 

(Geteekend) E. R. s~uKAN. 

Letter from the Superintendent of the 1V'ittebcrgen Natfre Reurt,e f-0 the 
Civil Commissioner of Aliwal North .. 

Wittebergen, 30th November, 1859. 
Sm,-I have the honour to state for your information that Lehana, 

son of the late Chief Sikonyela, removed this day with a portion 
of his followers to take possession of the new country situated on 
the Umga River. Lehana has left their women and children here to 
take care of their gardens, and intends removing finally when they 
have harvested their crops. 

I gave Lehana a letter to Mr. Thomson, the Police officer at Doom­
kop near the Tsomo, and requested that officer to get the Tambookie 
Chief near his station to give Lehana a guide to point out to him the 
Umga River, and also a letter to Mr. ·Hulley, a Missionary Agent of 
great influence with the Native Chiefs on the Tsitsa and Mapondo 
country. requesting that gentleman to be kind enough to inform those 
chiefs of Lehana's movement, and to use his kind offices with them to 
come to a good boundary arrangement to prevent any further 
disputes. 

I have just seen some of Captain Adam Kok's men from his camp. 
who tell me that their chief bad arrived a day or two ago with his 
party at Morosi's, having made a road over the Drakensbergen. And 
that their Chief is much pleased with the country he has inspected. 

They also told me that they consider the be'it country to be that 
stretching from the Umzimvubu North East towards the boundary 
of Natal. 

Lehana wishes me to report his removal to the Government, with a 
request that His Excellency may be }'leased to name some authority 
in their neighbourhood to whom they may apply for advice if 
necessary, and passes should any of his people wish to enter the 
Colony. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jxo. AusTEN. 

Petition from tlie C!tief Moslies/1 to Gorer,wr Sir Gt1orge Grey. 
Thaba Bosigo, 13th December, 1859. 

ExcELLE~cY,-Your humble Petitioner and undersigned Moehesh, 
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the chief of the tribe called Basutos, over the Orange River, most 
respectfully sheweth :-

Your humble Petitioner and tuHlersigned, in behalf of the Basutos 
people, once more would lay before Your Excellency clemency, and 
also Power. as the represmted (sir) of Her Majesty Queen Victoria of 
Great Britain Government in this country, we would lay before you 
our humble request and also co!llplnint. 

1. Ever since the spiration (sic) of the Treaty of Peaee and .Alliam•e 
with the late Excellency Sir George Napier, our unfortunate country 
and people has been subject to the griefs and pains occasioned by 
th1, encroachments and the cowardly and shameful wars by the Boers! 
as in circumstances also I will not have my people blameless for the 
many faults and errors! but nevertheless through/at(que of these long 
and disastrous wars our hearts have grown heavier and for a long 
time we have been under the oppression of wars, we wishes with 
an earnest desire enter with all possible way to an alliance with 
Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain Government at your hand 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 

2. Regarding with regret of the shameful consequences that will 
perhaps use at the 110111i11ation of the present head of affair among 
our deadly enemy, not on our side, but on their own side the Boers! 
that in Olli' defenceless position we shall be forced to use all the means 
po,-sib.le in defending our land, our wife, and our children, at whatso­
ever might be the cost, will not then your humanity and mighty and 
just law assisted us. Yl's ! we trust to your justice, and also we 
believe in your be11erole11re. 

3. Your Excellency also is aware of our noble conduct during the 
attack of the late lamented Excellency Sir George Cathcart, our 
love and faithful regard for that General, and also his handful of 
men under his command. Also our kind hospitality to many of 
Hor British Majesty's subjects during the late war of 1858 with the 
Boers ! and even toward they these Boers themself. If we would but 
barn been thirsty for blood as they were for our blood. No. Your 
Excellency will perceive that during these lamentable affair our desire 
and Policy was for peace and happiness, that our country may 
undergo a ne,~ system and changes for the better, that was our 
wishes and action during these lamentable calamity. 

-1. The present offer in behalf of my nation and people I pray 
and hope that Your Excellf'ncy will take into consideration our petition 
and future prospects, for if we are then regarded as humain (sic) and 
helpless being, Your Exce>llency will not deny our request to an alliance 
with Your Government, to that might be Your Excellency plan. Bes­
set (sic) upon the Best and just foundation! and also to a co-operation 
a8 well for us the Basutos and all the communities in South Africa. 
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5. We regret indeed of the sad opinion afftat (sic) by all the white 
men concerning the Black in general, of there faithless confidence for 
the English Government, and also their en loyalty. We hope Excel­
lency that to hear soon the changes of the aspect of affair ! and also 
see and hear the faithful unity of Peace not only with us Basutos but 
also the Boers and so to see the welfair of all, and each other, that is 
our wishes! 

6. Our esteem and regard for the Queen of Great Britain. is indis­
putable! and also Her subjects here, and we hope the confidence will 
increase with a far greater love, even for ever more ! And we hope to 
see soon established in our country industrial Institution schools Hos­
pital ! and roads and even bridges in prosperity! and many other 
branches of useful trades, so as to raise our Rising children to that rank 
of a Nation! We hope also of seeing men of better ability soon come 
to live with us, so as to help us in this great work. We fell now the 
impossibility of remaining any longer alone without a better system 
of Government and a new constitution, and also a right and just law, 
that is, Excellency, our future prospect and hope, and we earnestly 
pray that Your Excellency will take in consideration our Petition! for 
that alliance with the British Government, and will also soon return 
us an answer favourable and also satisfactory. 

Your humble Petitioner ever praying that God will still continue 
that favour and Blessing upon the rightful and faithful Queen of 
Great Britain and also to all Her Governor subjects, that she may 
long live in His Almighty strength and Protection so that she may 
give also Protection to the weak and the oppressed. 

Believe, Excellency, in the faithful assurance and confidence of the 
earnestful and good wishes of the Basutos people. We remain, 
Excellency, your humble petitioner ever praying, your faithful and 
humble servant. 

Command and authorize by Mosh.esh. 
(Signed) CHARLES Ross. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Acting High Commiuioner to the Cicil 
Commiasio11er of Aliwal North. 

Cape Town, 14th December, 1859. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 5th instant, wherein you transmitted a communication from Mr. 
Austen relative to the movements of the Chiefs Lehana and Adam 
Kok. 

2. Advcrting to that portion of Mr. Austen's letter having reference 
to Lehana, I have to remark that as no direct authority has been 
convoyed from His Excellency authorising the movement which Mr. 
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Austen reports as having taken place, His Excellency is not prepared 
to countenance, further than Mr. Austen has already d<me, this move­
ment into a coUDtry over which this Government has no immediate or 
direct control. 

I am instructed to request that you will be good enough to thank 
Mr. Austen for the assistance which he has rendered to the Chief 
Lehana, as reported in his letter to you ; at the same time I have to 
request that you will acquaint that gentleman that it will be necessary 
for him to make Lehana clearly to understand that the movement 
which he has undertaken has been entirely on his own responsibility, 
and not under authority from this Government. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVBUS. 

Letter from the Actiug President of the Ora119e Fru State to the Chief 
Moshes/1. 

Bloemfontein, 16den December, 1859. 
GoEDE VRIE:i.-n,-Uw brief van den Oden dezer heb ik gisteren van 

uwen zoon George ontvangen, en was verblijd to zien dat gij zeer 
bezorgd zijt over de nog gedurige dieverijen, en dat gij besloten 
hebt om te Matlaheng (Asvogelskop) een publieke bijeenkomst te 
hebben, en trachten wilt middelen te beramen om orde en vrede op 
den meest duurzamen voet te brengen. Gaarne wil ik daartoe met u 
medewerken, en ben alzoo bereid om de bijuenkomst te Matlaheng 
in persoon bij te wonen. Daar gij aan mij hebt <>vergefoten om den 
dag dier bijeenkomst te bepalen, heb ik vastgesteld dat zulks plants 
zal vindan op Maandag den Oden Januarij, wanneer ik op de bepaalde 
plaats tegenwoordig zal zijn, en het genoE>gen hoop te hebben ook 
u daar te vinden. 

(Geteekend) E. R. S~IJHAN. 

Letter from the Secretary fo the Arfi11g High Co111111issio11er to the Chi1_f 
Moshesh. 

Cape Town, 23rd December, 1859. 
GnEAT CmEF,-A letter purporting to come from you, but not 

bearing either your signature, mark, or seal, has just been received 
by the Lieutenant Governor. The letter to which I allude is signed 
and written by a lfr. Charles Ross, and has for its purport the 
annexation of your co•mtry to the British GoT"ernment. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, being anxious as ever 
was your true friend Sir George Grey, to give every consideration to 
all matters concerning your welfare and that of your people, has 
d!'sired me to ask you whether the letter to which I allude was written 
by your direction, and to request that in all communications you 
would attach your seal or name as you promised to do, without which 

)( ?,( 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



546 BASUTOLAND RECORDS. ll860 

His Excellency cannot be certain of the authenticity of such letters as 
the present. I nm, great Chief, Your Friend, 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from the Chief Moahcsh to the Chief Letaie. 
Thaba Bosigo, 5th January, 1860. 

'M:v SoN,-There will be a meeting at Mathlakeng on the 9th of 
this mouth. I thought I would go myself to meet with President 
Suijmnn, but I am hindered doing so. But I send you to that 
meeting, my son, and you will speak out my words. 

My words to the President are these: I ask that Koane (Jan 
Letele) return under my rule. I had hoped that the Free State 
would cure Koaue of his propensity to thieving, but it is not so, 
and ever since he has rebelled he has not ceased to steal. And 
when I intend to punish my own Basutos for thieving they are ready 
to say, ",ve will go where t~ieviug is permitted." And in that 
way the Free State puts me in difficulty, in not punishing its own 
subject who does steal enormously; therefore he must return under 
my rule, in order that I may punish him as well as others, when 
he steals. And if the Free State refuses to do so it will prove that 
thieving will not be put an end to, and that there cannot be peace 
between the Free State and us. In case Koaue refuses to return 
under my rule, it must allow me to punish him where he is, any 
time he offends me. 

In reference to the claims of the Free State and our own, my words 
are these : The things stolen from us by Koane outnwuber very 
much those the Ba,:utos have stolen from the Free State. You will 
have the list of our claims. But if the Free State agree to return 
Konno to me, though he has stolen so much, I say : Let him be 
forgiven both by the Free State and us all his former thieving. But 
if the Free State refuses to deliver him up to me, and perhaps refuses 
also to forget what has been stolen by the Basntos, then you must 
presimt the li,,t of our own claims, in order that payment may not 
be made on one side only, for there are 1>oor peoplo in our laud who 
are crying for their cattle and horses, which have been taken awny by 
Konne's people. Your Father, 

(Signed) MosnEsn. 

Letter from tlie Ciril Co111111iRsio11er oj Aliwnl North to the Su-retary to tht' 
High Com111iaRio1wr. 

Aliwal North, 9th January, 1860. 
Sm.-I hnve the honour to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter 

of tlw 1 Hh ultimo relative to the position of the Chiflf Jacob Sikon)·oln 
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(Lehana) in the new country below the Drakensberg on the sources of 
the Umzimvubu. 

The Chief Lehana is fully aware that the Colonial Government has 
not authorised him to proceed to that country, and that the step he 
has taken is entirely upon his own risk and responsibility ; that he 
has nothing to expect; that he must maintain his own position; 
and that he must not locate himself West of the Umga. 

Lehana has no fears of being able to maintain his position, and I 
have requested Mr. Austen to reiterate to him, at a fitting opportunity, 
that the movement he has made is entirely upon his own responsi­
bility. I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

Minutes of a Meeting between t!uJ .Acting Presid-ent of the Orang~ Free State 
and Representatfres of tl1e Chief Moshesh. 

10th January, 1860. 
Tegenwoordig: ZHEd. de ag. Staats President, ie Landdrost van 

Cal.cdon Rivier, de veldkornetten H. Olivier en G. Fouche, behalve 
nog eenige Burgers van den Staat. Als vertegcnwoordigers van 
Moshesh, de Kapiteins Letsie, George, en Sophonia, behalve eenige 
hoofden van kralen als vertegenwoordigers van Mohali en Poshuli. 

Letsie handigt eenen brief van Moshesh aan den Staats President, 
meldende dat hij, Moshesh, verhinderd is geworden ZHEd. per­
soonlijk te ontmoeten, doch dat hij zijnen zoon Letsie in zijne 
plaats gezonden had. 

ZHEd. zegt dat hij verwacht had Moshesh persoonlijk te ont­
moeten, ten einde met hem te spreken over het gedrag van zijn volk, 
zoowel als over dat der Bosjosmans, die niot alleen van onze Burgers 
voe roofden, maar op onze Burgers die het spoor van geroofde voe 
gevolgd waren, geschoten hebben, en een van Letelle's volk gedood, 
en de Burger Petrus de Beer gewond had. 

Letsie zl'gt dat hem de bijzonderheden omtrent het verwonden van 
De Beer bekend was, doch vraagt naar de namen der personen die het 
gedaan hebben. 

Johannes du Plessis zegt dat het twee Basutos waren die op De 
Beer geschoten hebben, met name Afrika en Zwartboy of Molzie, en 
twee Bosjesmannen, met name Rooibaatje en Dikkop. 

Veldkornet Olivier levert eene lijst van geroofde vee in, waarvan 
sommige bij Poshuli gezien waren. 

Letsie, na de opgaaf van dicverijen gchoord te hebben, verklaardo 
dat hij verblijd zoude zijn indien alles op eene mannelijke manier 
geschikt konde worden. 

Op eene vraag van ZHEd. den Staats President, of Letsie wilde 
instaan dat de rooverijon en gewcldenarijen die door de Basutos en 
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Bosjesmans herhaaldelijk gepleegd worden, gestraft zullen worJen, en 
verder dat alle gcstolene vee zal wordon uitgeleverd, antwoordde 
Letsie, dat hij gekomen was om te hooren, en dat hij alles nan zijnen 
vader Moshesh zoude mededeelen. ZHEd. zegt dat indien het 
geroofde vee uitgeleverd wordt. en de dieverijen een . einde nam, dat 
er dan eene duurzame vrede zoude zijn. 

Letsie antwoordde dat hij verblijd was zulks te vernemen, en ver­
klaarde dat hij alle mogelijke middelen zoude aanwenden om de 
vee en paarden die zedert het sluiten van den V redesverdrag gestolen 
waren, uit te leveren. 

De Staats President vraagt welke tijd Letsie noodig zoude hebben 
om het geroofde vee uit te leveren? 

Letsie antwoordde dat hij naar Moshesh zoude gaan, om alles te 
rapporteren, en dat hij dadelijk werkzaam zoude zijn om het gestolen 
vee op te spooren, alsook om de Bosjesmans die zich in V echtkop 
schuil houden, te vangen. 

Op eene vraag van ZHEd. den Staatspresident, verklaarde Letsie, 
dat er nimmer een diefstal van eenige aardt door Burgers van den 
Staat in Basutoland gepleegd was, doch wel dat er gestolene paardcn 
door Burgers van dieven gehandeld waren. 

Op vraag van den Staats President, keurt Letsie het plan goed :­
" Dat op W oensdag den 1 Sden dezer de Landdrost van Smithfield 
met Makwai of Jan Moshesh de dieverijen die zedert het sluiten der 
vrede gepleegd ziju te onderzoeken, en dat de gestolen vee binnen 
eene redelijke tijd zullen worden uitge.leverd. 

Overigens sprak Letsie nog over de Kaffer die voor een tijd geleden 
door eene patrouille Boeren geschoten was, en verlangde eenige 
explicatien. 

De Landdrost van Cal6don Rivier zegt dat hij hem eene brief had 
toegezonden, en merkt verder aan, dater in de Vredesttaktaat (hetwelk 
in de Sesuto taal gepubliceerd is geworden) gestipuleerd is dat alle 
Basutos die verlangen wild te jagen, met eene pas van den Landdrost 
tot dat einde voorzien moesten wezcn, en verder dat indien de zooge­
naamde jagtpartij a.an den eisch van den veldkornet voldaan had, en 
zich govangen had gegeven, en niet weggejaagd hadden, hetwelk het 
vermoeden deed ontstaan dat zij dieven waren, de Burgers dan niet 
op hen zouden gevuurd hebben. 

De bijeenkomst brak bier op met genoegen van beide partijon. 
(Geteekend) J. SAUER. 

Letter from tM Chief J,foroko to tM High Commissioner. 

Thaba Nchu, 16th January, 1860. 
MY LoRn,- We are persuaded that in resuming the government 

of this country His Excellency is fully prepared to redeen1 his kind 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1860] BASUTOLA."11> RECORDS. .H9 

and repeated promises to grant us the necessary means for the 
building of an Industrial School for the Barolong Tribe at Thaba 
Nchu. It is impotisible that His &cellency can have forgotten the 
services which we rendered in times past to Her Majesty's Government 
in this country, and the immense losses we sustained in consequence 
thereof, and for which we never got adequate compensation even 
unto this day. We therefore submit that we have a better claim 
upon His Excellency's kind consideration than many other natives, 
and we therefore seize this opportunity before more forward beggars 
have emptied His Excellency's hands. Besides the Barolong are a 
people fully prepared, and most thankfully would they receive such an 
Institution, so that there is no fear of misplacing the liberality of the 
Government. 

Nor do we doubt but that His Excellency has acquainted Her 
Majesty with the difficult position into which we were thrown by the 
abandonment of the Sovereignty, and that in answer to a former letter 
our kind Sovereign has sent us the British Flag and the permission 
to procure the necessary articles of ammunition for hunting purposes 
without being obliged to apply to the tender mercies of the Free State 
Government Monopoly. In expecting a kind answer I remain, Your 
Excellency's faithful Servant, in the name of my People. 

(Signed) Chief MoROxo. 
----

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Maeder, for tl1e Chief Letaie, to the Landdroat of 
Smithjleld. 

Morija, 25sten Januarij, 18ti0. 
MIJNilEER,-Letsie verzoekt mij UEd. bekend te maken, dat de 

beer Louw gisteren twee mannen naar hem gezonden heeft met twee 
paarden aan Letsie behoorende, biddende in denzelfden tijd hem ook 
zijne paarden uit te geven. Letsie wenscht UEd. te herhalen· wat in 
den tijd toen de Gouverneur Sir Geo. Grey bier was regt gemaakt 
geworden is, namelijk, dat de oude zaken, welke in den tijd van 
oorlog voorgevallen zijn, zullen vergeten en onaangelast blijven. 
Anders zoude hij (Letsie) ook moeten vragen, waarom de Burgers 
van den Vrijstaat zijne stad afgebrand hebben? 

Nu bid hij u, mijnheer, u gevalligst te herinneren dat de paarden 
die van den beer Louw gecischt worden, waren van hem in den oorlog 
weggenomen, het was in den maand Mei 1858. 

Gevolgens deze omstandigheden Letsie zijne twee paarden niet kan 
uitgeven. Hij bidt UEd. deze zaak aan den HEd. Heer Staats Presi­
dent bekend te maken, omdat zulke verlangen toekometig niet weder 
voor hem (Letsie) gebragt mogen worden. Letsie verzekert u om zijn 
vriendschap en zendt zijne beste groeten. 

Voor LETSIE 1 (Geteekend) F. lliEDER. 
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Extracts from a Letter of tlie Rev. Jfr. Cochet to tl1e C'fril Commissioner 
of Aliwal North. 

Hebron, le 4 fevrier, 1860. 
Vous avez du apprendre qu'une entrevue a eu lieu il y a quelques 

semaines, non loin d'ici, entre le Vice President du Vrijstaat et le chef 
Letsie; je ne sache pas qu'elle ait en beaucoup de resultat. Il se 
commet encore quelques vols. Cetta semaine nos gens accompngnaient 
les Boers sur les traces de choses qu'on leur a volees; l'un d'eux, 
homme paisible que j'ai baptise il y a quelques semaines, y fut 
tue par la decharge accidentelle, et qu'on ne s'explique pas, du 
fusil d'un homme de Jan Letele qui accompagnait les Boers. 
Je doute si a l'avenir aucun de nos gens voudra se mettre en marche en 
pareille requisition de suivre les traces des chevaux ou de betail voles. 

J e ne suis gnere au courant des affaires de Moshesh ; mais il mo 
semble qu'il ne serait pas £.iche ni son peuple nou plus de rentrer sous 
la domination du Gouvernement anglais. Ce serait peut-ftre le seul 
moyen de voir un peu d'ordre s'etablir dans cette partie du pays. 

(Signe) L. J. CocnET. 

LeUcr from the Superintendmt of the Witt1,bergm }la-tire Rcscrre to the 
C'fril Commissioner of Aliu;al .1.Vortl1. 

,vittebergen, 3rd March, ISGO. 
Srn,-I beg to state for your information that the Chief Lehana with 

a small escort returned here on the 28th ultimo. Lehana states that he 
proceeded as far as the U mga River, and had communicated with some 
of the Chiefs in that immediate neighbourhood, and states that the 
Chiefs Jumba and Mbali had sent word to him that he was not to 
proceed on his journey, that that country belonged to them, and that 
they would not suffer him to occupy it. Lehana wishes to remain at the 
Tsomo. I have told him that the Governor's word was very clear upon 
that point, and that he must either proceed or return to the 
W'ittebergen, as he would not be allowed to occupy that country. 
I think Lehana will adopt the latter, as he is evidently afraid to 
proceed. 

I have much pleasure in being able to report that no fresh cases of 
theft have been reported to me, and that all the thieves implicated in 
the recent thefts have been apprehended, and are in cuE>tody awaiting 
their trial at the ensuing Circuit Court. I hope to be able to start in 
the early part of next week as far as Nehemiah's Kraal, to make 
arrangements to get back the horses stolen and referred t0 in the above 
instances. 

Some excitement prevaih1 in this part of the Basuto border. 
Poshuli's and Mohali's cattle have been removed to the Comet Spruit 
Mountains. I believe they have heard of Mr. Pretorius's arrival at 
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Bloemfontein and drell.d an attack. I believe this alarm is only partial 
and will soon subside. I have, &c., 

(Signed) J:-o. AusTE.~. 

Letter from the Civil Co1111,1issio11er of Ali1,;al North to the Secretar!I to the 
High Co111111issio11er. 

Aliwal North, 3rd Mareh, 1860. 
Srn,-I have the honour to enclose a letter this afternoon received 

from Mr. Superintendent Austen, relative to the young Chief Lehana, 
son and successor of the late Chief Sikonyela, who lately left the 
Native Reserve with a portion of his people, with the view of locating 
himself in the unoccupied country on the east of the Umga River. 
It appears that certain other Native Chief:!, Jumba and Mbali, claim 
the country in question, and have forbidden Lehana to occupy it; and 
that in consequence he is afraid to venture. 

Captain Adam Kok, on his return from that country, managed, in 
spite of his promises to the contrary, to slip cleverly through the 
Orange River and home; and without affording either Mr. Austen or 
myself an opportunity of learning anything of the result of his 
journey; and I have a strong impression that some arrangement, 
having for its objett the exclusion of Lehana, exists between Kok and 
these petty Chiefs. Lehana delayed his journey too long. He ought 
to have started in October 1858, when His R-<cellency Sir George Grey 
afforded him the opportunity. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jo11N Brn:>ET. 

E.rtrad from () Letfrr of the Secretary lo the A.ding IIigh Co111111issio11er 
to tl1e Cin'l Co111111iasio11er of Ali1cal .North. 

Cape Town, 13th March, 1860. 
Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledg" your lettor of the 5th 

instant with enclosure from Mr. Austen, and in reference thereto to 
state that the Government cannot sanction Lehana's wish to remain at 
the Tsomo, and that it cannot afford him its assistance against those 
Chiefs who oppose his tardy desire to occupy the district into which 
the Government sanctioned his removal, at his own risk. 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Acting IIigh Commissioner to the Cii:il 
Co111111issfr111er of Ali1cal North. 

Cape Town, 1 ith March, 1860. 
Sm,-Adverting to Mr. Austen's communication of the 3rd instant, 

forwarded in yours of the 5th whc>rcin reference is made to Lehana not 
bc>ing permitted to occupy tho country between tho Umga. and the 
sources of the Umzimvubu, I have the honour to request that you will 
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ascertain from Mr. Austen, nnd acquaint me ns early ns possible. with 
Lehana's present position and future intentions, also that you will call 
upon Mr. Austen to state whether any and what movements have taken 
place amongst the Natives in hie district. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAVERS. 

Letter from the Civil Commissioner of Aliu:al North to the Secretary to the 
High C,mtmissioner. 

Aliwal North, 19th March, 1860. 
MY DEAR S1R,-We learn from private sources that in consequence 

of Pretoriue's W<>rd at the Meetings lately in this part of the Country, 
a Fieldcornet's Commando, as large as they can muster, is to assemlile 
near the Koesberg (Sir George's Line) to punish the "contemptible 
Bushmen," denuunced as being the authors of all the thefts latc-ly 
perpetrated on this frontier of the Free State. One Field Piere has 
been allowed to the party, which is to assemble on the 21st instant. 
There is no doubt these Bushmen are Poehuli's dogs or jackals, that 
they are now permitted by him to reside on his own old Mount, V echt 
Kop, in hie front, to plunder the Boers, and that he gets a lion's share 
of their booty. These creatures are said to be well mounted by him, 
and that many have good rifles, conical bullets, &c. The probability 
is that the expedition will get wind in some way, and before the 
Boers get to the scene of action the birds will have flown ; and 
very possibly all Poshuli's flock will also have vanished into the 
mountain recesses. 

(Signed) Jonx BtmXET. 

Extract from a Letter of the Cfril Commi8sio11er of Aliwal North to the 
Secretary to the High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 26th March, 1860. 
(Concerning a Boer Commando sent against a l,and of Bushmen who 

had taken up their residence at Vecht Kop.) 
Moshesh has repeatedly said, on being applied to about these 

Bushmen by the Farmers: "The Bushme11. are not my people; they 
" steal from my people as from you; clo what you will with them ; 
"come into my country and destroy them." Now it is notorious that 
this very nest of Bushmen is protected by Poshuli, the full brother of 
Moshesh and himself an important chief and also a notorious robber. 
He has retired with his own people from this mount, V echt Kop, since 
the hoers burnt it in the war of 1858, further back into his own 
country, and has beyond a doubt placed these Bushmen there to 
thieve as well as to act as a sort of advance guard ; and he is -well 
known to share their plunder. 

(Signed) JOHN BURNET. 
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Lella frvm the S11p1ri11f1'11d,·11f vf the Wiffeb/'r,lffll .1.Yulire R1!~crre to the 
Cin'l Com1,1is8io11-er of Ali1rnl .North. 

Wittebergen, 30th Marrh, 1860. 
SIR,-With reference to Major Travers' letter of the I ith instant. I 

beg to state for your information that Lehana is now away to his camp 
near the Tsomo to bring his cattle and people back to the Witteberg-011, 
whither I believe it is his intention to return. He was led to take this 
stE>p upon my advice, as conveyed to you in my letter of the 3rd instant. 
Lehana left here during my absence to the Umzimvubu Country. I 
have not seen him since, but I think it is his intention to return to the 
Witteberg0n. 

"'hen Lehana moved from this to the U mga, he left all his women 
and children here in charge of their gardens, whirh are not yet 
harvested, so that in fact his position remains unalt0red, as he had only 
moved a portion of his stock with a few followers, without their 
families. Upon Lehana's return I will ascertain from him his finnl 
intentions as to the future, and will communicate the samG to you 
without delay. 

When I left home on the 5th instant some excitement prevailed 
amongst the Basutos near the Cornet Spruit, which arose from the 
late patrol from the Free State against the band of Bushmen robbers 
at the Veeht Kop. Poshuli and Mohili mistrusted the intentitlJls of 
the Il<'er Patrol, and took the precaution to remove their cattle from 
that imm0Jiate loeality. Y 0sterday I heard that Poshuli had rt'ruoved 
all his cattle into the mountain fastnes,ms along the Orange River, and 
it is reported that his intention is to move from the immediate border 
as soon as his crops are reaped. In the Native Res.:irve all is quiet. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

Letter from thd Rev. Mr. Rolland to the Civil Commissioner of 
Ali1cal North. 

BeP.rsheba, 31st March, 1860. 
MY DEAR Snt,-1 informed you last year that owing to the destitute 

state of t!>.e people of Beersheba they would not then be able to remove 
to the part of the Wittebergen Native Reserve kindly placed at our 
disposal by Ilis Excelleney Sir George Grey. Sinee that time my 
people have been enalJlc-d to eolled some curn and provisions whieh 
would enable them to remove. They have aftl>r more than a year's trial 
generally convinced themselves that the station grounds are altogether 
insufficient to enable them to support themst'lvt>s or to supply tht'm 
with food, and their })rospccts here being in mmy respects most 
discouraging, most of them have determined to leave. 

They are altogether indisposed to go to the Lesuto, and are pressing 
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me to take them to the Reserve. Somo of the principal men desire to 
go to the Reserve in a few clays to examine the spot offered as a site 
for the new station, and should my congregation remove thither I 
intend accompanying them. I vaite therefore to request you to be so 
kind as to inform His Ex('ollency the Governor of these circumstan('es 
and of my hope that the kind offer made to the people of Beersheba 
may be considrred open to them, notwithstanding its not having 
beL'n immediately acted upon. I rcnrnin &c., 

(Signed) S. RoLLAXD, V.D.M. 
To the above letter Mr. Burnet replied that he would immediately 

transmit the a1)plimtion to Government, and added :-
" I think it would be wise and prudent for the princi1,al men to 

refrain from proceeding to examine the spot in question until I am 
able to communicate to you His Excrllency's pleasure in respect Of 
their application." 

To Mr. Burnet's letter forwarding Mr. Rolland's application, Colonel 
Travers attached the following memorandum:-

" It appears that on the ith October 18,58 Mr. Burnet, by order of 
Sir George Grey, expre,,.sed His Excellency's readine8s to allow of a 
Loeation in the Wittcbergen Reserve being granted to the former 
inhabitants of the Beersheba Mission Station. On the 11th October 
1858 the Rev. Mr. Rolland accepted the permission to select a site 
for a Mission Station within the Reserve, and stated that ho had 
connmmieated his acceptance of this to the Paris Soc-iety. On the 18th 
Dec-ember 18.';8 Mr. Burnet forwarded a letter from Rev. Mr. Rolland 
intimating his inability at present to avail himself of the above offer. 
It does not appear that any reply was transmitted by the High 
Commissioner to this letter. The Rev. Mr. Rolland now begs that he 
may be allowed on the part of his people to accept of ~ir George 
Grey's offer, and proposes to examine the spot originally offered. I 
am not aware (personally) of any other than the above circumstances 
connected with this matter, though Mr. Rivers I believe is cognizant 
of some further particulars." (Initiated) F. J. T. 

Extract J,-0111 a Letter of tl~ Ciril Commissioner of Ali1cal .North to the 
Secretary to tl1e High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 1st April, 1860. 
It appears a strong feeling is abroad in Basutoland, as to try;ng 

to effect some sort of arrangement to rec<>ive the Queen's protection in 
some way. I believe Moshesh does not care in what shape, whether 
as an ally or a subject. They hear the name of Pretorius, and th<>re 
is little doubt Moshesh has spies who toll him all that happens, and 
all that the President says and does. 

(Signed) JoIIN Bun.~ET. 
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Ldft!r from tl1e Secrdary to the High Co111111issio11a to tl1e Cfril Co111,uis­
siuner of Ali1cal .North. 

Cape Town, 10th April, 1860. 
Srn,-In reply to your letter of the 2nd instant referring to the 

desire of Lehana to return to the Wittebergen, I have the honour 
to state that, as it appears this Chief's people have never yet ab:m­
doned theu- Location there, and as he has been prohibited from 
occupying the now Territory, the Acting High Commissioner conceives 
there can be no objection to his returning with his people to his 
original position in the Wittebergen. I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRED. J. TRAYEUs. 

Letter from the President to tho Go1,er11111mt Secretary of tlw Orange Free 
State. 

Dourn Kop, 2d0n Mei. 1860. 
\VEL En. IlEER,-Ik kan niet nalaten U Ed. iets van de zake 

nlhier mede te deelon. Ik cm Moshesh zijn van dag uij elkauder 
goweest en hebben voorloopig veel over alles gl'Sproken, en het 
schijnt of de zake tot nog toe goed loopt, maar de dag wa,i to kort 
om zitting te nemen, de zitting zal morgen een aanvang Ill'illl'n, ea 
dan za.l de knijppunten voor den dag komen. Het sehijnt of zij 
een groote afgewektheid gevoelen ,;oor vrede; er is orutrcnt 3,000 
Basutos met Moshesh mede gekomen. Dit sehandelijk luigmtaal 
hecft Moshesh hijna bewoog0n om terng te blijven, maar hij begccrt 
zclf vrede. Molapo heeft in een aanspraak gemaakt als hij eerst 
vertronwen heeft zal hij hard tegrn do die,;cu optrekkeu; het blijkt 
dat hij in de wijk naast aan hem ul de huizt•n gespaartl heeft, en 
de andere zijn alle verbraud. Ondo Molitsane is ouk hier, maa1· hij 
sit in de nouw omdat Molapo zoo stork over de di(lfetal s1H·cekt. 
lk schrijf n deze laat in de nneht, en bcn braaf vermoeijd van 
rijden. De bijeenkomst zal op de plants van Hans Moohunn nan 
Wonderkop wezen. De Landtlrost van "\Vinburg zal de secretnris­
schap waarnemen der bijeenkomst. 

(Geteekend) M. W. PnETOIUt:s. 

Tri·,dy bdtcem the Orang,• Free State a11d tl,e Cl,i,f J/o.~lu·sli. 
De Vretle tusschen hunne bcide Natien wordt hic•rmc,lo vastgr:;teltl 

en door beide O11perhoofden van wederzijllo gew-au.rborgtl. 
\Vordt van wederzijde overeengekomcn dat een midJcl zal be­

raamd worden om aan trgenwoordige disputation en di;;puten een 
einde te mnken. 

Er zal eene Resident Magi:;traat op do grtmzen wouen, die met 
twee personen van den knnt van den Vrijstaat, bcnoemd door don 
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Presidont, en twee pe>rsonen benoomd door Moshesh, ee!l Hof zullen 
uitmaken, die in zaken van diefstal van veo, en andcre zaken tusschen 
de twee Natien, bij den Magistraat onderzoek zal doen en daarop 
finale uitspraak doen zal. 

De ,vet zal gelijk wezen voor alle. 
De Wet tot straffe van misdaden zal door ZHEd. den Prc-sident 

en Moshesh nader gemaakt; de lands ,v etten zullen tot rt'gel gen omen 
worden. 

Deze wetten zullen moeten goedgekeurd worden door de Raden 
van beide Natien. 

De Residensie of hof zal zoo veel mogelijk in de middel ,an de 
grenzen geplaatst worden, en Makwathla nan Merumetsu zal de plants 
wezen en genaamd worden, "De moeder van Vrede (Ga Bokhotso~.'' 

Moshesh zal een Policie magt geven den voormelden Hof te onder­
steunen, en indien de Policie magt te zwak gevonden wordt in eenige 
zaak, dun verbindt de President en Moshesh, in den naam van hunne 
natien, van beide zijde de noodige verder assistentie te verleenen. 

De Policie magt zal bestaan uit tien Basutos, die woonachtig bij 
den Residensie zal wezen, en twee honderd Basutos van andcre 
plaatsen die ten alle tijd gereed zullen wezen ten assistentie van 
den Hof. 

De zaken van Gestolen Vee van de vorige tijden zal aan den 
Resident Hof overgegeven worden voor beslissen. 

Aldus solemnicle gcdaan en geteekend op ,vitte Bergen den Vierdcn 
Jag van Mei in de Jaar ouzos Heeren. Eon duizend acht honderd 
m zestig, in tegenwoordigheid van de Raden en Kapiteins van bcidc 
lloofden. 

(Goteckcnd) M. W. PRET01uus, President, 
J. J. Frcx, Commandant, 
A. J. BESTER, Veldkornet, 
J. N. M. VALCKEXU:R, 

Landdroi.t, 
( en drie anderen t 

Go11renw111e11ts JJ."en11i~gei·i11g. 

MosnEsn, 
Mo1..uo, 
PAULUS MorERJ, 
TsEKELO MosnEsn, 
DAVID MosnEs11, 
Sorno:rnA MosnEsn. 

Bloemfontein, 15den Mei, 1860. 
ZII. de Staati:president wenscht hiennede ter algemeene kennisse 

te brcngen dat ZH. op den 2den en 3den dezer maand met het 
groot opperhoofd der Basutos, Moshesh, eene bijcenkomst heeft 
gehad aan ,v ondcrkop, ,vitkliergt>u, op de plants van Hans Moolruan, 
f'n dat de uitslag dier Lijeenkomst alles goeds voor de toekomst 
doct vcrwachtt>n, daar hot O}lperhoofd Moshcsh en zijne hoofd 
kapiteins de sterksto blijkcn hebben geg~ven van hunne opregte 
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gE'zindheid om den vrede te bewaren, en alles te doen wat in hun 
vnmogon is om vrede en eE'ne goode verstandhouding tusschen den 
Omnje Vrijstaat en Basutoland te bevorderen en mocr dan ooit op 
vastl'n voet te brengen. 

ZH. de Staatspresident is met het oppcrhoofd Moshesh overecn­
gekomen om op de grenzen tusschen den Oranje Vrijstaat en Basu­
toland een Magistraat te plaatsen, en wel op de plaats vroeger 
g<>naamd Merumetsu, doch tbans genaamd " de Moeder van de 
Vrede," (Ga Bokhotso), wolke Magistraat zal aangesteld worden 
door den Staats President, die te zamen met vier andere leden een 
geregtshof zullen vormen om over zaken van diefstal van vee en 
landlooperij regt te spreken, en de misdadigers te straffen, over­
eenkomstig eene Wet die nader bepaald en vastgesteld zal worden. 

Bedoelde Magistraat zal steedFI een genoegzaam aantal gewapende 
Basutos als policie dienaren onder zijn bevel bebben, om dieven of 
roudloopers op te sporen en te vangen en voor bovengenoemd Hof 
te brengen. 

W anneer de gewone Policie magt te zwak zal gevonden word en om 
in eenige zank de dieven in arrest te nemen en te doen straffen, zal de 
President, zoowel als bet opperhoofd Moshesh, van beide zijden de 
noodige assistentie verleenen. 

ZH. de Staatspresident nu overtuigd zijnde van den goeden wil 
van bet opperboofd Mosbesh, om den vrede te bewaren, en aan 
alle dieverij en landlooperij een einde te maken, vertrouwt dat de 
burgers van den Oranje Vrijstaat ook bet hunne zullen aanwenden 
om hot opperhoofd Moshesh in zijne goede bedoelingen te onder­
steunen, en ook alles zullen doen wat in hunne magt is om eenen 
duurzamen vrede te bevorderen. 

ZH. noodigt vooral de grensbewoners uit van nu aan hunne 
plaatsen weder te gaan bewonen en bewerken, om daardoor bet 
opperboofd Moshesh een bewijs te geven van bet vertrouwon dat 
de burgers van den Oranjo Vrijstaat stollon in zijne goede meening, 
en om hem tovens gelegenheid te goven te bewijzen dat waarlijk, 
volgens zijn zeggen. "zijne zuster vrode is." 

Een ieder wordt verder hiermede gewaarschuwd om in geval van 
diewrij van eenige 11oort van voe of paarden, de sporen van z11lk 
gestolen veE>, enz., te volgen. en onverwijld van de diefstal kE>nnis 
te geven ann den naasten Veldkornet of Landdrost, met naauw­
kourige opgave van het spoor dat gevolgd is. 

Eenige Veldkomet of Landdrost die ecne verklaring of opga,·e van 
diefstal ontvangt zal verpligt zijn daarvan zonder verzuim aan dm 
grons-Magistraat kennis te geven, die dan dadelijk de noodigo stappPn 
nemen zal hot gestolene zoowel als de dieven te doen opsporen. 

Bij order. (Geteekend) J. W. SPllUIJT, Gouvts. Socretaris. 
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Ex-tracts from a Letter of the President of tk Orange Fru State t-0 fM 
O.fficer ad111iniRteri119 tlie Gorernment of tk Cape Colon.tf. 

Bloemfontein, 16th May, 1860. 
Sm,-Amid the numerous difficulties with which this State has 

in lattrr times had to contend, I trust I have very recently been 
successful in surmounting onr, Illlmely in placing the Peace with 
our neighbouring Kaffir Chief Moshesh on a more solid footing. 

In the beginning of this month I had a meeting with that Chief 
in the District of Winhurg, the result of which promises much benC'fit 
to the future of this State. 

In order, however, to render the Peace as permanent as possible. 
and to restrain and suppress the robberies and other disorders which 
have continued till very recently to harass our frontier, Moshesh 
has agreed with me to establi~h a Functionary of the Free State 
Government dose to the Frontier, who will be supported by an 
adequate Kaffi.r police force placed hy Moshesh at his disposal for that 
purpo!;e. 

(Signed) M. w. P1tETORIUS. 

Ldfr-r from Mr. I>. C. Grant to the Secretary to the Gorernmmt of 
the Cape Colony. • 

Bloemfontein, 16th May, 1860. 
Srn,-As Sir George Gn,y (who has probably landC'd ere now) may 

take some interest in the matter of the conference lately held between 
Mr. Pretorius and the Chil'f Moslwsh, I enelmie a portion of an 
account of what occuned, traasmitted me at my request by a person 
'I\ ho was prl'sent. 

The result of the meeting being deemed of considerable importance 
by persons intel"l•!'!tc•d in this territory, I communicated the report 
to the local newspapm·, and in its issue of the 11th instant the first 
part of the narrative will be found, rendering it unnecessary that I 
should 110w transmit a complete copy. 

The number of the same paper to be published on the 18th in~tant 
will not reach Cape Town before the 28th or 29th, whereas this my 
communication will arrive on the 2:lrd, which is the consideration 
whi,'h has induced ml' to take the liberty of addressing you. 

The treaty ibclf will not he published, at any rate in detail, until 
sanctioned by the Yolksraad. In substance it is in conformity with 
what is contained in the enclosure now sent. Moshesh is to furnish 
thC' 10 and 200 policemen respectively, at his own cost, the Free 
State providing suitahlt:' buildings. 

Some of the more expcriem·l'd in the politics of this country are 
d,H1htful aR to the practical working out of tlw stipulations of thi.! 
eonYl'ntion; and it is not to he dcnit:>d that they contain elements 
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which may hereafter lead to contention. The constitution of the 
Police itself is not much to be relied on. 

In the meantime, however, the Boers are elated; and Pretorius 
will for a time redeem his popularity, which was already on the wane. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) D. c. GRANT. 

Acrowit of a Conferen~e bet,ceen the President of tht Orange Free State 
mid tl,e Chief Moshesh. 

(Enclosed in Mr. Grant's letter of the 16th May.) 

The 30th of April witnessed one of the most interesting and 
satisfactory meetings with Moshesh, Great Chief of the Basuto 
Nation, that has yet taken place between him and the Free State 
Authorities. 

On the 29th His Honour M. W. Pretorius, attended by his suite, 
anu Josiah, Great Councillor and Premier of Moshesh, arrived from 
the S. A. Republic at the residence of Fieldcornet Senekal, in the 
neighbourhood of Wonderkop, the appointed place of mrotiug; and 
inunl'diately after His Honour's arrival he was waited upon by Paulus 
l\foperi, brother of Moshesh, and David, Tsekelo, and George, 
Moshesh's sons, to pay their respects and inform Mr. Pretorius that 
Moshesh had arrived near W onderkop, for the purpose of conferring 
with His Honour as requested by him. In the evening Divine Servi<?e 
was held at Mr. Senekal's, in which the Chiefs and their attendan'.11 
took part with the Boers. 

On the evening of the 30th Josiah informed the Preiaidcnt that 
l\Ioshe~h desired that he would select three of his sons as hostages, to 
be kept in the President's Camp, and requested that Messrs. Howell, 
SL•nekal, and Schoeman might be sent in exchange to Moshesh. 
This was agreed to. Mr. Pretorius was further informed that on 
his arrival near ,vonderkop Moshesh would advance and meet him. 

At 10 o'clock a.m., l\fr. Pretorius, attended by about 20 Burghers 
(he having declined to allow a larger number to be present) and the 
hostages left for \V onderkop. 

At noon, near Wonderkop, l\fr. Cornelis du Plooy and one of 
Moshesh's sons met Mr. Pretorius, and informed him that Moshe~h 
was on the move, and that the hostages would be dispensed with. 
Upon this Mr. Pretorius gave orders that the hostages on the part of 
1tfoshesh be allowed to return to the Basuto Army. 

A party of 70 mounted Basutos then made their appearance, 
advanced, and drew up in a line at about 250 yards distance. 

Messengers then arrived to announce that Moshesh was coming. 
l\folnpo, Moshesh's youngest son by his great wife, attrndrd by n 

mounted escort, and Jlrececkd by a Basuto carrying a white flag, rode 
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up to the President and requested to be shown the spot where the 
Chiefs would meet; and Mr. Pretorim,, having pointed out the home­
stl'ad of Mr. Johannes 1\Ioolman, Mola.po and his eseort rode back, 
anJ the Basutos who were drawn up in line wheeled right, about face, 
and retired to some distance, where thl•Y halted, dismounted, and 
pickekd tht•ir horses. Mr. Pretorius's escort also retired, lea'\"ing the 
President and the Acting Landdrost of ,vinburg stationary, but 
monntt.·d. 

Mo;,hesh and two of his principal men, Joshua his General in Chief 
and l\Iolapo, then came on, and the President and Landdrost prO<'eeded 
to meet him. On meeting Mr. Pretorius, the old King dismounted, 
and shook hands very warmly, Moshesh saying that he was glad to 
meet his son again, son of the great Pretorius. 

The Chiefs then proceeded to the appointed spot, and, sitting down, 
were immediately surrounded by the 70 Basutos beforementioned, but 
all unanm•d. After an exchange of the usual greetings, it was agreed 
upon that the President's escort should also come up. Moshesh then 
requested that Mr. Howell, whom he had not met before, might be 
introduced, and that Mr. Schoeman from the Transvaal and others 
i.hould come and greet him. 

The Great Chil·f then got upon his legs and made an oration of 3 
hours continuance, in which he gave the history of the Basuto country 
and the Boer emigration. After concluding, he was followed by 
several of his Chiefs in the same strain. 

l\Ir. Pretorius then rose and said :-Great Chief, Father Moshesh, 
and Chiefs of the Basuto nation! You have brought with you a white 
flag, so have I. These flags are emblematic of peace. I have come 
to establish a peace, not a hollow peace, but a substantial and ewr­
lasting peace. I have come to place you Moshesh, Captains and 
people of the Basuto Nation, in my armi,, and there you shall all rest 
in security, lovingly, ( clapping of hands on the part of Moshesh an.I 
people). Bttt I must have security and peace for my people also. 
Therefore, if you will have peace, you l\foshesh and your Captains 
must assist in maintaining it between our nations, and that can only 
}I,, dono by your assisting me to put down thieves. (Moshesh and 
Chiefs: we will; wo have bad people amongst us; they must be put 
down.) R,?mt•mber what you were not many years ago, a poor. 
helpless tribt\ who made you what you are now? (1\foshesh and 
Chids: the Roers, they lifted us up from the ground). Who ga'\"e 
yon food wh(•n you were starring? (l\Ioshesh and Chiefs: the Boers. 
Pntgieter, Rcfo,£, Maritz, Fys, and your father and our fath,'r 
Prdorius). "'dl thPn, I have now come again to lift you up from 
the 1,YJ"ound npon whieh you are now lying morally prostrate, b~· reason 
of ~-our thic>,·ing and encroachments on tlw white U:\an's laud. My 
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object in coming here is to restore your character as a nation of 
Basutos, to take away from you the reproach of being a nation of 
thieves. To effect this, you Moshesh and Captains must help me, and 
that honestly. We must establish authorities, police, and laws, to put 
down theft and aggression. 

Moshesh.-It was my intention to offer you a police, and I shall 
assist you to the utmost. Peace therefore is ratified. 

The old Chief then with his own hands planted the flag, saying:­
•• Let this be a remembrance to all, "White and Black, that peace is 
now for evermore." 

Moshesh and his Captains said that their earnest desire was to live 
in peace with the Boers. 

It was then arranged that the Chiefs and their Councillors should 
meet the next morning to ratify the peace, and come to a proper 
understanding by treaty. 

Mr. Pretorius and Moshesh, after some ceremonies, retired for the 
night to their respeetive quarters. 

The next morning the President and Moshesh, attended by their 
respecti.e Councils, again met, and determined at once to proceed to 
business. 

Mr. Pretorius and his Raad (Messrs. Fick, Du Plooy, Senekal, 
Bester, Pretorius, and Grobbelaar, assisted by Mr. Valkenaar as 
Secretary, and Mr. Howell to draw up tho treaty in English and 
Dutch and to intorpret the same from Dutch into English to the 
Chief's educated sons, of the one part, and Moshesh and his sons 
Molapo, Sophonia, and David, his (Moshesh's) brother Paulus Moperi, 
and General Joshua, and aidt:>d by his sons George and Tsekelo as 
Secretaries in the Sesu~o and English languages. of the other part), 
then proceeded to business, and a treaty to the following effect was 
agreed upon : 

Peace between the Free State and the Bnsuto Country is hereby 
ratified and guaranteed by the Chiefs in the name of their people. 

A court consisting of a Resident and hrn members appointed by the 
Presidl'nt and the same number appointed by Moshesh shall corn1titute 
a Court for tho punishment of thefts and settlerneut of all disputes 
between the Whites and tho Blacks. The derision of this court to be 
final. The laws for the punish111ent of theft to be agreed upon 
between the President and Moshesh. 1ifoshesh to provide ten Police­
men to assist the Court at the Residency, and 200 Police at different 
points to be in readiness when called upon. 

The Residency shall be at tho old Mission Station llerumctsu, and 
shall be named Ga Bokhotso, T/1~ Mother of Peare. 

The Laws shall be equal to all. 
A further a6>Teemcnt was entered into, to the effect thut the owners 

N N 
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of the abandoned farms return to their homesteads, Moshesh 
guaranteeing their safety and protection. 

Mosbesh agreed that the cases of theft since the truce between the 
Free State and the Basutos be referred to the Resident's Court for 
decision. 

With reference to all other subjects, Moshesh said "he had now 
been seven days from home, and it was raining and severely cold, 
therefore all other suhjPcts in dispute must be hereafter settled 
between him and the President." 

Moshcsh further acknowledged the Treaty between the Free State 
and the Bnsutos under the mediation of Sir George Grey. 

The tr<'nty then having been rend, and interpreted from Dutch into 
Sesuto, and from Duteh into English, was solemnly signed by Moshesh. 
the President, and their Councillors. The party then retired to 
partake of a dcjeuner, during which several toasts were drunk. 
Moshesh proposing "alle oude questies tot niet," to which Mr. 
Pretorius replied: " Old Father Moshesh, that won't do. Everlasting 
" friendship, if you like, from henceforth, but all the old questions we 
" can't settle in this way." A retort which the old chief enjoyed 
exceedingly. Other toasts were then drunk, and songs sung by 
Moshesh's sons to the tunes of "God Save the Queen'.' and "Sweet 
Home." Moshesh passed the night in Mr. Pretorius's tent, and the 
next morning he and Mr. Pretorius reviewed a portion of the Basuto 
army, numbering about 6,000 cavalry. Thereafter several salvos 
were fired by the Basutos. 'Moshesh danced like mad, and thus the 
con.forcnce broke up. 
• I, as well as the intelligent Boers who were present with Pretorius, 
were mueh struck and pleased with the high ci·,ilization exhibited by 
Moshosh's educated children, nnd the gentlemanly manners of Paulus 
Moperi and :Molapo, and their earnest desire to establish comfortable 
relations with the Free State. 

This is the first time I was in Pretorius's company or had an 
opportunity of forming an opinion of him, and I must do him the 
justice to say that throughout all the conference he exhibited a tact in 
dtnling with Native character and prejudices I did not think him 
capable of. 

I hope that the happy result, or if you like it better, promue 
looming in the distance, will be us satisfactory to all in the Free State 
ns it is to myself. 

Extracts from « IJesp(lfdt of tlie Officer administering the C(lpe G<Jvcrnnunt 
to tl,e Secret(lry of State for the Colo11iea. 

Cape Town,_12thJune, 1860. 
3. I now have the honour to transmit for Your Grace's perusal 
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a letter which I have lately received from Mr. Grant, a gentleman 
residing at Bloemfontein in the Orange Free State, reporting the 
result of a meet.ing on the 30th April between Mr. President Pretorius 
and the Great Chief Moshesh of the Basu to Nation. 

4. The treaty itself there entetod into will not, it appears, be 
published in detail until sanctioned by the Volksraad. Its tenor, 
however, as Your Grace will gather from the enclosed printed account, 
hns reference to the establishment of a lasting peace between the 
Orange Free State and the Basuto nation, between whom there existed 
a war in 1858, which was settled by the intervention of Sir George 
Grey, as reported in his Despakh No. 167 of 30th September of that 
year. 

5. Mr. Grant, in reporting the late conference, mentions that many 
of the more experienced in thi:i politics of the Orange Free State 
are doubtful as to the practical working of the stipulations of the 
convention, and I myself am induced to agree with him in thinking 
that they contain elements which may hereafter lead to contention. 

6. I will not fail narrowly to watch all proceedings on the part 
of these our neighbouring powers, and to acquaint Your Grace from 
time to time with all information which may reach me. I have, &c., 

(Signed) R. H. WYNYABD. 

Letter from tl1e Rer. S. Hof meyr to Gorernor Sir George Grey. 
Berea, 28th June, 1860 

MY DEAR Sm GEonoE,-On the occasion of a visit to Moshesh at 
Thaba Bosigo, I was requested by him to write and despatch to Your 
Excellency the enclosed letter. The President of the Free State, in a 
recent letter to Mr. Maeder at Morija. expressed his suspicion that 
the Missionaries, in writing letters in the name of Chiefs, are acting 
the part of advisers more than that of Secretaries. For this reason 
the Missionaries are more reluctant than previously to write in the 
name of Moshcsh. Under such circumstances Moshesh requested this 
favour of my hand, and I found no liberty to refuse this service to him. 

Moshesh is also desirous that Your Excellency should be informed 
of the fact thnt on account of this letter of the Prc>sident of the Free 
State, and the consequent refusal of the Missionaries to write any 
more letters in his name to the Government of that State, he is placed 
in a sad predicament with regard to his correspondence with that 
Government. 

As I am now on a journey to the S. A. Republic and Natal, it is not 
likely that I will arrive at Montngu, to which phce I hnve accepted a 
call, before September noxt. Hoping I will still be in time to have 
the pleasure of meetiug Your Excellency, I remnin, yours respectfully, 

($ignc>d) S. HonrEYR. 
NN2 
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Letter from the Ret. S. Hofme.'Jr, for tk Cl,ief 1/oRhesh, f.o Gorernor Sir 
Gcor.r;e Grey. 

Berea, 28th June, 1860. 
Srn,-1 am requested by Moshesh, Chief of the Basuto, to inform 

Your Excellency that he was much pleased when he was informed of 
the intended visit of Prince Alfred to the Colony of South Africa. He 
begs the favour of Your Excellency to present his compliments to the 
Royal Prince, and wishes to communicate to Your Excellency that he 
will feel honoured very wuch if Your Excellency's journey could be 
extended to his country, so as to enable him to meet Your Excellency 
with the son of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

Another letter to the same effect has been despatched from Morija 
some weeks ago, without the seal of Moshesh, but fearing that it has 
been lost, he now sends this letter under his seal. 

By request of MosuEsu. 
Seal of Moshesh. (Signed) S. IIonn:YR. 

E1,fr11d11 from a Lrttrr of tlie .Arti119 Resident Jf119isfrate of ~li,cnl 1Vorth 
to the Secretary to the Il(qlt Co111111issioner. 

Aliwal North, 6th July, 1860. 
S1a,-I have the honour to state, for the information of His Excel­

lency the Lieutenant Governor, that I receiv~d information on the 3rd 
instant of a very 1<erious outrage that was committed on the ewning of 
the 1st or 2nd instant, upon some Free State Boers lh-i.ng on the 
Koesberg border. • 

It appears that late i:i the evening a party of Bushmen and Basutos 
attaeked the kraal of a Boer named Jan Hever, and took a number of 
hor,-es. Hever was alone on the farm, with only a young lad about 
14 or t.5 years of age. His brother-in-law and his eldest son were 
l)ing out in the field with the cattle and sheep, and were not at 
home. The horses taken by the thieV"es were followed by HeV"er and 
th<> lad. and were retaken after a short resistance on the part of the 
Bushmen. ,vhile Hever wns collecting the ht1rses to bring them 
hack the Bushmen. who appear to have divided themselves into two 
pnrtiPs, fell upon the fa11n-house, demanded of the women all the 
lll'>lll'Y, dothl's, &c., and thl'n attacked the unfortunate defeucelt'SS 
women an,l <'hilrlreu, whom tht>y ldt all lJing in a heap bleeding for 
,h•a•l; attPmpted to fire the house 0Yer their hends. but which f,1r. 
tunatcly did not tnke fire; and made off with all they could carr)· 
away. 

I ha,·e just hMrd that two of the children died the next day, and 
i-ince I have commenced this letter roport has reached the village that 
~I rs. HeV"t>r also diPd of her wounds yesterday, and that h{lr 11ister-in­
~an-nno ~ 0r 4 d1ilrlrPn art> also hnclly wounclecl. I ha¥e also }ward 
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that a small party of Burghers went to Hever's assistance, and that 
they had fallen in with the Bushmen, and that one Boer got wounded 
by the Bushmen, and that a report of this outrage had been sent to 
the President of the Free State, and 400 Burghers have been called 
out, and are to assemble on the Koesberg border. It is also reported 
here (upon I think creditable authority), that it is the intention 
of the Burghers to attack Poshuli, as it is said that there were 
more Basutos than Bushmen engaged in the attack upon Hever's. I 
think it not unlikely that there were Basutos with the Bushmen, who 
have been elated with the success of the Bushmen from time to time, 
but that all this has taken place without the knowledge or concurrente 
of the Chiefs, and should the Boers act upon what is saici to be their 
present intentions, I fear the border will again be thrown into sudden 
confusion, as it stands to reason that it does not require a force of 400 
men to punish 15 or 20 Bushmen, and such a step if taken must tend 
to shake the confidence of the Basuto Chiefs, and jeopardise the pence 
of our border. I will watch the progress of events, and will keep His 
Excellency informed. 

(Signed) Jon,i AusTE:S, Acting R.M. 

Ldfrr from the Presidmt of the Orange Free State to the Chi1f 1losl11·sl1. 
Smithfield, 12th July, 1860. 

GREAT CmEF,-I aru sorry to have to inform you that the Bushruen 
whom you so solemnly promi.:ied to have removed from Vechtkop have 
committed murder and robbery between the Caledon and Orange 
River on the 20th of last month. They murdered one young boy of 
Mr. Hefer, and stalJbed with assagais 2 women and 3 other children; 
the wounded are in a very precarious state, and little or no hope 
for their recovery is sustained. 

I have further to inform you that the robbers caITi('d off £150 
in money besides other articles in the shape of clothing. A patrol 
of Burgers who surprised the robbers at Vechtkop only found about 
£7 of all the stolen money, and they have shot 6 of the robbers at 
Vechtkop, but some of the thieves consisting of Bushmen and some 
of Poshuli's people had gone over from Vechtkop to Poshuli's place 
with the stolen goods 2 days before we reached V echtkop. 

I must now call your attention to your conversation and the arrange­
ments made when I visited you last. ,Vhen I warned you to have 
the Bushmen removed, had you kept your promise this melancholy 
and atrocious murder would not have been committed ; it therefore 
grieves me very much to find that all my exertions to bring- matters 
upon a friendly footing with the Basuto Nation and the Burghers 
of the Fr('o State have until hitherto not only been disr('garcled, but 
that matters should ever become worse, and that wholesale murder 
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and robbery and burning of houses be perpetrattld by a st•t of robbt•rs 
acting umlc-r the control and at tho instigation of your notorious 
brother Poshuli. 

I must again c.tll your attention to the promise which you made, 
Yiz., that you would cause the Bushmen to be reruoYed within ten 
days from the time that I was with you, and I have n'ow to requC'st 
that you will, in accordance with your engagement, take immediate 
steps to have the stolen property which was carried off by the robbers 
to Poshuli restituted, and also to have the murderers of Hefer's 
family arrested and delivered over to my Government to be dealt 
with according to Law. 

Finally I haYe to requc-st that you will make an example of your 
brother Po~huli, by inflicting such chastisemC'nt upon him as his deeds 
deserve, and also to take such steps as will secure peace and quietne:,.s 
on our borders, in order that we may live at peace with each other. 
The conduct of your brother Poshuli has become iutolcrable. I will 
however leave the matter in your hands, and watch the re,-ult with 
much interest. 

I am leaving for Bloemfontein to-day, and expeet to meet your 
r<'presentatives tht're on tlw 15th instant to make the arrangt'Wf'nt 
about regulations for the Magistrate, and who is to be placed at 
Merumetsu. 

(Signed) M. w. PRETORll:-S. 

Letter from tl1e Acti119 Resident .Jfa_qistrnfe of Aliwal North to tl1t 
Secretary to the High Co111111issio1wr. 

Aliwal North, 16th July, 1860. 
Sm,-In my letter of the 6th instant, I had the honour to report to 

you a serious outrage that was committed in the Free State by a party 
of Bushmm and Bnsutos, and the assembling of a large Burgher 
force on the Koesberg border. 

I have now the honour to report, for the information of His Excel­
lt•nry the Lieutenant Governor, that the Burgher force have disperst•d, 
caused either by the severe cold weather or the promptness of Pre­
sident Pretorius who was soon in the neighbourhood, and hnve not 
carried out their threat to attack Poshuli. 

There have been so many wrsions of the acts of the patrol and 
the result of their operafrms that it is clifficult to arrive nt the 
true version. The number of Bushmen said to be killed is given 
from 4 to 7, including a woman; from Nati,·e reports I have learnt 
that the woman was not killed, but received a simple flesh wound, 
and that only two men were killed and seven wounded, and thnt 
the enemy hns only been partially routed, and are still in the moun-
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tains in their former neighbourhood, and fear that wo shall soon hear 
of fresh depredations being committed by them. 

It is also reported that President Pretorius has left a small Burgher 
force on the border, which I think will have the effect of checking the 
Bushmen to a certain extent, and hope the border will settle down 
quietly for a while. 

I have also heard that Moshesh has requested his son Letsie to 
colleet a party of men and go n.nd rout the Bushmen, and that ho -is 
investigating the report of some of his subjeets being with the 
Bushmen, and intends punishing them severely if found to be true. 
I have, &c., 

(Signed) JNo. AusTEN, Acting R.M. 

Letter from the High Co111m1~siMer to tlie Chil'f Moroko. 
Cape Town, 23rd July, 1860. 

MY oooD FRIE:\"D MoRoKo,-Your letter of the 16th of January 
congratulating me on my return to this country has just reached 
me. I thank you for your welcome and for the terms in which it 
is given. I salute you, your chiefs, and your children. I hope in 
a few weeks to be with you, to see you, so I shall say no more. Your 
friend, (Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from the High Commissioner to the Cl,i,f Moslws/1. 
Cape Town, 2nd August, 1860. 

GREAT CmEF Mos1rnsn,-Ris Royal Highness Prince Alfred is 
about to visit your part of South Africa. If he has time the Prince 
proposes to enter your territories, and to receive you there. ,vill 
you thereforo without delay collect your people, and prepare for His 
Royal Highness' visit. I will again write to you, and tell you the 
time and place where the Prince would wish you to receive him. 
From your friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Letter from t°M Under Colonial Secretary to Mr. Charles Ross, Serretary 
to Moshesh. 

Cape Town, 3rd August, 1860. 
Srn,-I have received your communication of the 3rd July, praying 

that His Excellency the Governor would take into consideration the 
petition regarding an alliance with Moshesh contained in your former 
letter of 13th December 1859. 

In reply the Governor desires me to inform you that he will shortly 
pay a visit to Moshesh in company with H.R.H. Prince Alfred when 
on his way to Natal, and that ho will then ha...-e an opportunity of 
speaking to Moehesh on this subject. 

(Signed) W. DE S11UDT. 
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Lctft>r from tlw Rev. Jlr. J)auH,as to Goremor Sir G1,or_r11' Grey. 
Mekuatling, le 13 aout 1860. 

Moxs1EUR LE GouvEID'El"R,-Je suis charge par Molitsane, le chef 
de la tribu des Bataungs, allie du grand chef Moshesh, de vous 
transmettre ses plus respectueuses salutations et vous exprimer le 
plaisir qu'il restent d'apprendre que vous avez !'intention d'accom­
pagner dans ce pays son Altesse Royale le Prince Alfred. 

Le chef envoie deux de ses fils, Raboroko et Mokotlo, et son neveu 
David Raliye, pour o:ffrir ses hommages a Son Alt~sse le Prince 
Alfred et pour !'assurer du bonheur qu'il eprouvera lui-meme et sa 
tribu de voir de leur yeux un des fils de Sa Majeste la Reine Victoria, 
dont ils ont tant entendu parler. 

Le chef Molitsane vous prie humblement de vouloir bien presenter 
au Prince, ses fils et son neveu. Veuillez etc., 

(Signe) F. D.AUllAs, v.D.M. 

Letter from the Cltief Moshesh to IIis Royal Hi9/111ess Prince Alfml. 
Aliwal North, 18th August, 1860. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR Roy AL H1onNESs,- ,Vhile everybody is flocking 
to see the Sun, I also wish t.:. enjoy its light, and to have the happiness 
of seeing a real son of the Queen in person. My trust has always been 
in the Queen from the first, and I am the oldest of Her M11jesty's 
servants and subjects in this country, and during all the governorship 
of the Queen's Ministers in this country, from Napier, Maitland, 
and H. Smith, down to Sir George Clerk, and in spite of everything 
that has happened to me, and in the midst of many troubles, I have 
been faithful in my allegiance to Her Majesty. 

My prayer to-day is that I may be restored to the same position 
among the Queen's servants that I first held, for I am become as 
the least of them. Let whatever fault I may have committed be 
to-day forgiven. You are the Queen's own Son, give me peace in her 
name. I do not say that I have been thrown away, but just because I 
have not been thrown away I make this prayer. I have come to have 
the peace which I enjoy increased and confirmed. • But although 
I have come to see the light myself, I should be very sorry to prevent 
all my people enjoying the same privilege. I should like every 
old man and every child to have it shining on him, and my dc~ire 
is to draw it into my country. That which hastened me in my journc~· 
was the desire to arrive here in time to accompany Mr. J. Burnet 
and the people of Aliwal in going to meet Your Royal Highness. 
I have not said all I wish to say in this letter, and should be very 
happy, if Your Royal Highness can spare the time, to have the 
honour of speaking mouth to mouth with you. I have, &c., 

Mark X of MosHEsu. 
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E.ctracta from a Letter of the Ciril Co111111ik~ioner of ..d.litcal .1.Vort/1 to the 
lligh Com111i~sioncr. 

Aliwal North, 3rd September, 1860. 
Mr. Maeder informs me that all Moshesh's people are thoroughly 

clissatisfied with what took place between Moshesh and Pretorius. 
The old chief went too far in everything; and this has led Pretorius 
to get up a set of artieles for the regulation of the proposed border 
police so utterly contrary to all native ideas that they will nen1r be 
accepted. In fact the treaty is at an end, nothing will come of it. 
Mr. Pretorius in transmitting these articles to Moshesh stated that 
he was going away on his private affairs for a few months; but 
he expected on his return that Moshesh would be prepared to enter 
into the final arrangements for the erection of the new magistracy. 
The articles are upwards of 40 in number. Flogging is proposed as a 
punishment in many cases. This has given great offence, being 
unknown to Basuto custom. 

Mr. Austen says that he has it from pretty good authority that a 
strong feeling exists in the minds of the Basutos that Prctorius is 
planning something against the spring of the year. and that a collision 
between the Free State and them is not improbable. From what I 
can gH.ther from talking with Mr. Maeder all this was in Moshesh's 
mind before he left for Aliwal North; and it explains his rt'adiness 
to ~ome here and his anxiety about protection and obtaining gun­
powder. It would app<>ar that ho is on the horns of a dill'mma, 
between the vague lib('rnlity of his conversation with the Pn,sident 
and the detenuinntion of his people not to support him in what 
he may be supposed to have promised in respect of supplying the 
police, or agreeing with any obnoxious articles in the constitution 
of the magistracy. 

(Signed) Joux Bi:RXET. 

Letter from .1.Yt>lu:111ial1 Mo8lil'sli to Gocernor Sir George· Gr~y. 

Thaba Bosigo, 3rd September. 1860. 
Srn,-I write to inform you that I received your last l<>tter and 

was extrem<>ly grateful to find it so full of friendlinl'ss, although it 
did not ans,wr what I nskl'<l. I write to inform you of sevrral things 
that have happt'ned since thPn, of which you mny be uninfomwd. In 
the month of Sept<'mber Adam Kok came to Ill(I and also 1:mhnli, 
the Chief of the Umpondomisi, came to my kraal to sec Adnm Kok. 
I waa not at home, but his business was with Ad:i.m Kok, whom he 
-wanted to assist him to fight against the Amabaca, -which Adam 
Kok refused to do, saying " I am on a visit, and am besides a man of 
" peace. I could not do this thing, being in Nehemiah's country." 
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Urubali had brought with him fifteen head of cattle, which he had 
iute11ded to give to Adam Kok in order to induce him to fight against 
the Amabaca, but Adam Kok refused them, because he heard that 
Umbali intended them as a bribe. Now Umbali was very much 
mortified at having to take them back with him, so he told Adam 
Kok that ho would make him a simple present of them, and Adam 
Kok accepted them. 

After leaving the kraal Umbali went and slept at my outpost, where 
he had oxen killed. Hore he also saw nine horses of mine, of which 
he chose one and offered to buy it for fifteen head of cattle, but its 
owner refused to sell it, saying he had no wish to part with the horse, 
but Umbali insisted and said that though they would not sell that 
oue, they must allow him to buy one of those that he had seen. This 
they refused too, saying that they had no horses for sale. 

After leaving this place, Umbali slept at Namageni, whence he sent 
two of his men in the night to come and steal, and they stole nine 
horses and one mare, but the mare ran away and came back. My 
people then traced the spoor till it led them to Umbali, and then 
returned home. 

Again in that same month eighteen horses were stolen, and the 
spoor was again followed and led as before to Umbali. This 
time I sent four mon to Umbali to ask for those horses, but be 
refused to return them, and soon after again stole seven horses 
belonging to me, and not long after that five more, also male horses. 
Of all this I i,i.formed the Revd. Mr. Hully, the Missionary in those 
parts, for even the Missionaries are very much troubled by reason of 
Umbali, for they also say that he deprives them of their things by 
theft. 

About this time I saw Mr. Austen, but I had not then time to write 
to you, but I spoke to him with my mouth and asked him to write you 
a little letter about this and salute you from me. Now because of 
these things of mine that wore stolen to such a degree and because 
when I asked Umbali about them, he said it was because he considered 
me his enemy, I was at last obliged to go with force to Umbali, 
and I joined myself to Seloanyane of the Amabacas, he being a 
very old enemy of 1.7 ru bali, and because at my place there only 
re:nained five horses, I was obliged to borrow horses from Poshuli, 
and eo we started and arrived at eight o'clock at the great place of 
Umbali. 

There were one hundred and fifty Basutos of us, but Umbali 
brought his whole army to fight us, but because I did not wish to 
surprise him, I lot him see me coming, so that he saved all his 
property and what we captured wa11 very little. We fought from 
morning till sunset, and in the battle I lost five Basutoe and three 
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Amabaras, while of the enemy th0re \\ere killed forty-eight. I then 
returned, and as soon as I got home I wrote to -Crubali telling him 
how sorry I was for what had happened, and saying that I did not 
like war, and that if he would leave off stealing my things I would 
cease fighting with him. 

I asked Mr. Pearre, a Missionary of Port Natal, to write this for 
me to Urobali, but I did not receive a satisfactory answer, which would 
have made me preserve peace, but all the answer that Umbali r0turncll 
me was to send more thieves to steal my things, so when I saw 
Umbali intended to persevere in stealing and that ho did not wish 
for peace, I wrote into the Lesuto, inviting all who were willing to 
help me, but when Umbali heard that I had friends who were willing 
to come and assist me he exculpated himself in very strong terms, 
saying, "It is Moshesh's eldest son Letsie who ordered rue to make a 
war with Nehemiah." 

But, my Lord, it gives me great pain to speak to you of this 
disagreeable subj0ct, which I trust you will preserve for me. I dare 
say you have alrl'ady heard that this jealousy of my hroth0r i~ a 
jealousy without bounds, and is chiefly kept up because I take the 
part of the Government, and beraase there are a great many who 
hate civilization while I am known to have a gr0at love for it, and 
so they hate me and say that if I love Gov0rnment so much I will 
bring it into the country. They are also vexed because those who 
stand by me in this matter are my broth0rs George and Tsekelo 
l\loshesh, who also c11.n confirm everything I say, and so we hope 
that you will judge rightly. 

My master, I wish to inform you that Umbali is uniting himself 
with the Chief of the Amakosa, Kreli, to make war with the Govern­
ment, and Kreli has told Umbali to try and steal from 1111 those who 
have any connection with the Government or from those whom ha 
considers no enemies to Government. I do not say this on my own 
authority alone, everybody would confinn me that such a preparation 
is indeed taking place, but I think it would be well could you smd 
some trustworthy person to enquire into this matter and to find out 
whether it is indeed the case, for my own part I am anxious to do 
everything that might assist tho Government and to prove my 
friendship. 

I wrote to you before, asking for a title fr,mi Government, for I am 
living in an unoccupied country, and bel'auso you are my witness and 
its witness, and besirles yourself there is no one else who ean help 1110. 

I have always trusted thus in you and placc•d all my hope in tho 
Government to which I belong. But, my master, I should be very 
glad could you tell the Lieutenant Governor of Natal what I am, and 
that the little land that I occupy I am anxious to make a civilized 
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country. And now receive my letter favourably. Above all things 
grant mo answer to it. I remain, your most humble servant, 

(Signed) NEHDIIAII MosHESII. 

Ldler ji·om .Nd1c111iah, Geor_qe, and Tukelo Mo~ltesh to Goi-ernor Sir 
George Grey. 

Thaba Hosigo, 3rd September, 1860. 
Sm,-Do not be offen<lod if I pray you to complete this work, for 

ihore is no one else with whom I began but yourself. It was that 
you might assist me when I was in distress, and now I am awaiting 
your answer with anxiety. I am sorry that I missed the hnppine,-s of 
seeing my Master with my eyes. I nm, my Master, your bondman, 

(Signed) NEIIE11IAII. 
,v e also your loving slaves and children, George and Tsekelo 

Moshesh, add our prayer that you may protect Nehemiah, for we have 
a greater trust in you than any body else in the Lesuto. ,ve assure 
you that Nehemiah is hated by his relations for no fault in himself, 
but because our father loved his mother. We beseech you to preserve 
the country of our brother Nehemiah, and we trust you will indeed do 
so, for we know that it is there that we who have been educated by 
Government will have to go. ,v e are your Servants, 

(s • d) GEORGE Mos1rnsn, } y t't' 
igne TsEJrnLo Mos11Esrr, our pe 1 IOners. 

Ldffr from t!ic Chi,f Jforoko f.o the Iligh C'o111111issio11er. 

Thaba Nchu, 4th September, ISt,O. 
MY LoRn.-As there was no time left to us at Bloemfontein to speak 

to our Father on subjects which concern the "elfare of our Tribe. 
I avail myself of the kind advice to lay a written statC'ment of all 
our need before Your Excellency. It is however nothing new, but 
matters we already submitted to Your Excellency when first we had 
the pleasure of meeting you at Bloemfontein, and after that in our 
midst at Thaba Nchu. 

By the kind promises and assurances we have received from Her 
Majesty's High Commisc;ioner, we were led to believe that assistance 
would soon be given us to build an Indul"trial School, in order to 
tPach our youth;i useful trades and make them otherwise advance 
iu civilization and Chri,-tianity. But hitherto, we are sorry to say. 
these promi,-es rmrnin unfnltilled, and our eyes have grown dim in 
looking for th<'lll. Years have passed away, many souls have pn:-SE>J 
into another world, and we fear we shall be gone ourselves ere a good 
foundation is laid for our safety. 
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We would therefore entreat Your Excellency and if possible move 
your bowels of compassion to come to our help ere it be too late. 
Gh-e us then a chance to escape certain n1in, which will otherwise 
envelop our existence in a few years, when the storms arise which will 
ine,;tnbly come by the increasing influx of tho white man. And 
let not our Father say, "you are beyond the boundaries of the 
Colony ; I can do little or ncthing for you." Although we are beyond 
the Colonial boundaries, have not our lives and blood and the loss 
of our property in former years testified our loyalty to Her Majesty's 
Government? And although we were abandoned by them when we 
least desen·ed it, yet we hope we are not yet beyond the boundaries of 
mercy, nor abandoned by yourself. Let therefore Your Excellency's 
generous heart do a good work for us, and it will have the satisfaction 
that it has contributed in a great measure to preserve a whole Tribe 
from ruin. 

We would ask for the protection of the British Government and 
its Flag. Our neighbours in the west, with whom we have always 
tried to live on good terms, have bolclly made us understand " that 
" Pretorius was now come, that he would settle us Kaffirs and make 
" short work with us, till the Inst was rooted up. The land was 
" theirs, and theirs the power." 

Some time ago we received a letter from Mr. Pretorius, in which he 
signifies to us that he could no longer allow us to purchase powder 
and lead or guns in the Free State. ,ve a!>ked the cnu~e, but only 
learnt that such was his good pleasure. We have asked again and 
again, but had only a refusal. Now Your Excellency knows that 
we in a great measure live on game; we would therefore hcg of Your 
Excellency to allow us to purchase those objects in the Colony. But 
if the law prevent your leave, would it be too much for Your 
Excellency to say a good word in our favour by the Free Stute 
authorities? 

The cart which our Father promised me when at Thaba Nchu has 
not yet arri,·ed. I shall be thankful to learn where it is, that I may 
send for it. 

In conclusion I wish to express our high satisfaction and joy to Her 
Majesty the Queen of England for allowing one of Hor Royal Sons to 
visit w, in South Africa. And we hope that ns often ns His Royal 
Highness enters the :Musrum and his eye falls on the trophies of the 
hunt near Bloemfontein, he will kindly remember the red Barolong 
Tribe whieh then surrounded him. I remain. &c., 

(Signed) l\fono1co. Chief of the Bnrolong. 
P.S.-We shall bo glad if His Royal Highness Prince Alfrrd will 

kindly take my rhildrm, now at the Cape. to Enfrland, and make 
_qMd mm of thPm. And I herehy give them into his kind hand. 
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Extract8 from a Letter of tk Ciril Commi88ioner of .Alill·al North fo th~ 
Secretary to t'fte High Commi'm'o11er. 

Aliwal North, 17th September, 1860. 
Srn,-I have the honour to submit for the approval of His Exc~l­

lency the High Commi,,sioner the amount of the expenses incurred by 
me for the pron~ions and other necessaries furnished for the use 
of thr Chirf 1\Ioshesh, sons, and chiefs, with thdr followers, estimated 
at twenty-firn chiefs and three hundred men ; also for the Fingo 
chiefs of the Native Reserve, eighteen in number, with their followers 
estimated at eight hundred men; during their stay at Aliwal North 
from the 17th to the 22nd of August 1860, on the occasion of the visit 
of His Royal Highness Prince Alfrod and His Excellency the 
Governor. I have inrurred no unnecessary expense, less than four 
pence daily having been expended upon each man. They were on an 
average fh·e to six days in Aliwal North, and Moshesh had to travel 
about 250 miles, the Fingos 120 miles. 

Taking into account the position of these chiefs and their people as 
neighbours and friends visiting us on such an occasion to pay homage 
to Her 1\Iajesty in the person of her son, I felt it my duty to incur 
at once the responsibility of affording them suitable and moderate 
subsistence and other accommodation during their stay. His Excel­
lency is personally cognizant of their respectable appearance, deeorous 
behanour, and I may add tho loyal feeling displayod by them in the 
lwartiness with which they paid their duty to His Royal Highness. 

I would re"pectfully state that before leaving Aliwal North the 
Chief Moshrsh and many of the other chiefs warmly expressed their 
delight nt the opportunity which had been afforded to them of seeing 
the Quren's son. and their satisfaction at the unexpected kindne;;s 
with whic-h they had been received and cared for during their stay. I 
comi1kr this nsit of moro value and importance prospectively, in 
keeping aliYo good and friendly feeling on this border, than man~· 
tiruPs the amount which has been expended upon it. 

(Signed) JoHN BUR~"ET. 

Lt fftr from flu Secrdar!f to tl1e H1'gl1 Co111111issio11rr to the Ciril Com111i~­
si01ur of Ali1rnl North. 

Cape Town, 2nd October, 1860. 
DEAR Sm.-I haYe by this mail forwarded to your care a case 

containing a piBtol, aB a pre!><'nt from His Royal Highness Prince 
Alfred to tho Chief :MoBhesh. I would request the fa-rnur of your 
nclrnowh•dg-ing tlrn rec-t•ipt of the imme, and of your forwarding it 
by thr firi-t fayonrnble opportunity with a letter a<'quninting the Chit•f 
that you do so hy dt•sirl' of Ilii, Royal HighnrsB. I lrnYe, &c .. 

(SignPd) FRED. J. Tnxn:ns. 
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Letter from the Civi'.l CommissioMr o.f .A.li1oal North to the Secretary to 
the High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 19th November, 1860. 
DEAR Srn,-His Excellency would perceive from a late article in the 

Friend that the Bnsutos have been trespassing in Witsi's Hoek, foe 
piece of country which was conquered by the Landdrost of Winburg 
in the war of 1856. AB it may be desirable that His Excellency 
be informed of the particulars, as currently stated on the part of 
the Basutos, I beg to notice the following points which have been 
related to me, I believe correctly. 

Molapo, Moshesh's son, who occupies Sikonyela's old country not 
far from Witsi's Hoek, sent his catlle to the latter place to graze, 
owing to the extreme drought (as is pretended). 

It appears Pretorius wrote, or some of his officers wrote, to Moshesh 
to i-ay that if the cattle were not removed in ten days the conse­
quences would be serious. Moshesh replied "that Pretorius had 
• • told him when they made the Ga-Bokhotso treaty that they were to 
" lh·e like brothers, using each other's country when necessary; that 
" the Boers were using his country by his permission, and that his 
" people were loo16ng for water and grass in . an unoccupied open 
" country belonging to the Boers ; that such differences broke the 
" treaty, and the Boers must quit." 

It appears that this letter frightened the Boers, who all got into 
lager, many of the Basutos asking fliem for tlieir passes, telling them 
they had heard of the new pass law in the Free State by which it was 
provided that every 1cl1ite Foreigner should have a pass, and the Boers 
must observe it as well as any other J)eople. 

It is said that Pretorius, when he was elected at first, talked a great 
deal ahout ignoring all boundary lines, that they did so O\'er Vanl 
RiV'er, and it was far the best way, and it is said also that some 
of the foolish Boers on the Winburg Frontier have lately been talking 
much about their old purchase of the whole country between Winburg 
Frontier, the Caledon River, Harrismith, and Merumetsu from the 
old chief Rantsani, whose residence wa:i under the very Mountain 
of Wonder Kop where the Ga-Bokhotso treaty was made. All this 
does mischief. Howewr I believe that the whole of this talk and 
excitement has for the pre,sent died away, for want of sustenance. 

From a note of Mr. Austen's, this morning receiV'ed, all is quiet in 
the Reserve, save a few th~fts. The Busutos entering the Colony 
to se~k service seem now to have abandoned the great road through 
tho Free State and taken their route ,,ia the Native Reserve-not 
a doubt all this babble and talk frightens them more or less ne t0 
the intentions of the Boors. Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) JoHN BuRNET. 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



576 BABUTOLAND RECORDS. (1860 

E.drad from a Report of the Superintendent of the Witteherge,1 Natire 
Rnen:e. 

18th December, 1860. 
LC'h:mn's (Sikonyela's late) tribe are very quiet and well behaved, 

nnd giv(' no trouble, and desorve consideration at the hnnds of govern­
llH'nt. TlH'Y have now been fin=-yenrs under my immediate su11t:1r­
vision. and I have much ph'nsure in stating that there have not been 
more than three or four cases of theft traced to them. I therefore 
think. under all the circumstances which caused the breaking up 
of this tribe and loss of thoir country, they have a very strong claim 
upon the Government for more ample provision than what they now 
enjoy. 

(Signed) Jom, At:sTE..'I(. 

E:drads from a Letter of !lie S11peri11temlmt of tlie Wittehergen J,,~atfre 
R1•se1T<' to tlie Ciril Commissioner of A.litcal North. 

Wittebergen, 13th January, 1861. 
Tl'ekelo snys that the portion of the boundary disputed is that from 

Jammerberg upwnrds, and that the Basutos will not recognize Major 
,vanlen's old boundary, and sent old Job to go and witness what the 
C'onnnission wns about, and that he Job was to go along the line, 
trea1ling in Sir George's footsteps along the boundary. Of course this 
is impossible, as the Governor did nothing up there. as it was belien'd 
that there was no question alJout that part of the line. 

But from what I can learn it would appear that the Basutos say: 
"we lUUst not acknowledge any boundary up there, let them get the 
Gu,·ernor to come up and mark down that part too; and if he does 
come we cnn oppose it, and the Governor will give us up more land the 
same as he did down here. " This is another specimen of the fine 
character of that good fine old Chief Moshesh ! '. ! This must be eor­
rc>et, as it was told me by Tsekelo himself on Friday. 

(Signed) Jom, AusTE.~. 

E.rtracfs from a Letter (I_( the S,1perintendent of tlie Wittebergen ... Yatiu 
Re~ert·e to tlie Ciril Co111missio11er of A.liwal .1,.Yort/1. 

"'ittebergen, 18th January, 1861. 
Srn,-I have the honour to report for your information that Tsekelo. 

son of the Chief l\Ioshesh. Pame to me at Pnlmiet Fontein on the 11 th 
in,-.tant, stating that ho had fled from his father's country a few days 
n;::-o, in consequence of some misunderstanding which had arisen be­
twt'L'll him and his father, and his family ; and that it had been ~ 
soh·ed at a nweting of his father's headmen to put him to death; and 
that he hnd fled into the Re>serve for protection. 

I told T~ekt.>lo that I would E!"i''" him no answer, an<l thnt the sh'P 
he hnd tnkf>n wns n 1<erious one, requiring mature consideration; 
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and that he had better think the subject over before he came to a 
final conclusion. But that he might remain in the Reserve for a few 
days, and if he continued in the same mind I would then request him 
to submit his case in writing to me, whieh-r would then forward to 
you for the consideration of His Excellency the High Commissioner. 

(Signecl) Jon:,, At:sTEN. 

Letter from tlte High Commi~~ioner to ... Yel1e111ir1h Mosl,e~li. 
King Will"am's Town, 1st February, 1861. 

MY FRIEXD NEUElllAH,-Sir Walter C'urrie is about to visit the 
country in your neighbourhood. He will report to me upon the pre· 
sent state and the wants of the people who lirn there. I hf'g. there­
fore, that you will communicate to him all that you may wish to bring 
to my notice. From your Friend, 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extract from tl,e Address of the President to the Volksraad of the 
Orrrnge Free State. 

4th February, 1861. 
De grenspolicie te Ga Bokhotso hi nog niet in werking gebragt, en 

ik heh ook nog geen persoon als Hoofd dier Policie aangestold, daar 
ik nog niet weet in hoe verre het Basuto opperhoofd Moshesh heeft 
ingestemd met de voorgestelde wetsbepaliugc'll waaronder die policie 
zal moeten werkzaam zijn. Eenigeu tijd geleden heeft Motihesh mij 
uitgenoodigd om aan Leeuwrivier met hem eene hijeenkomst te 
houden, welke uitnoodiging ik heb aangenomeu, <loch de regern, en 
de volheid van Caledouri,·ier hebbeu die bijeeukomst tot nog toe 
belet. 

Letter from Tsekelo Moshesh to the Ciril Co111111i~sir111er of Aliwal North. 
Sterk Spruit, 8th February, 1861. 

Srn,-1 beg leave to inform you that I Tsekelo son of Moshesh I am 
here in the Colony, on Stork Spruit; but I wi:<h to see you. I hu.ve 
something with me to say for you alone without Moshesh. I think it 
will be much better for you to send me a horse if you will. And ali,o 
the case that I shall speak shall be more useful for you ancl for all 
people in this Colony. I liave nothing more to say to you. I remain 
with possible regard. Please to inform me. 

(Signed) TsEKEW Mos11Esn. 
:Mr Burnet replied desiring Tsekelo to communicate with the Super­

intendent of the "'ittehergen Native Reserve, and then forwarded the 
above letter with a copy of his answer to the Governor. 

Letter from tlie Rev. J. Daniel to tl,e Ciril Commi~sio11er of Aliwal North. 
Lady Grey, 19th February, 1861. 

Mv DE.\R Sm.-ln the Lesuto things are quiet and going on pretty 
0 (I 
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well as regards our spiritual work. Politically the prospect i11 rather 
dark. The people of Paulus Mopori are occupying something like 
60,000 morgen of the Free State territory in the district of '· 8enekal ., 
(Wittebergen). 

The whole country east of Leeuw and Doorn Kops ie now in posses­
sion of the Basutos. In this tract are farms which have been bought 
by farmers for as much as £1,000 sterling each. The Free State 
Government have remonstrated in vain, and it would seem that the 
natives are infatuated, at least the chiefs, to their own destruction. 
It is a pity that some friend of Moshesh does not show him what the 
inevitable result of all this must be. 

He doubtless trusts to diplomacy to set everything right, and when 
things have reached the extremity will probably say "I have heard of 
the ' ,v arden line,' but it has never been pointed ont to me." It 
seems hard to make heathen chiefs feel the obligations of a treaty. It 
is a pity in many respects, as it must eventually be the cause of their 
destruction. 

Most vf the French Brethren are of opinion that one thing and only 
one can save that country, viz., the taking possession of it by the 
British as a Native Reserve. As far as my opinion goes, I would say 
the sooner the better. I remain, &c., • 

(Signed) J. D.AXIEL. 

Let'er from Tsekolo .ltloshesh to Gorernor Sfr George Grey. 

Sterk Spruit, 21st February, 1861. 
Sm,-I takEI the liberty to inform you of the reason why I ran away 

and left Moshesh. it is simply this, my eldest brother Letsie and 
Masupha were deeply in love with the widow of the late Mayara and 
offered to marry, but she said shfl was fond of me than him, so on his 
hearing that he was determined from that time to kill me, howe,·er I 
did not take any notice of it until he one day came to me in per,,on 
attended with a great many of his people to Thaba Bosigo. The first 
word Letsie greeted me was, good day Tsekelo, I ha\·e come to kill 
you bec-ause you always take the part of the English. So as I did not 
expect Moshesh to protect me for he is always afraid of Letsie, so I 
made up my mind to escape that night, and managed to do so on the 
next morning, this is the reason why I am now here where I intend 
to remain if it pleases Your Excellency. Your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 

(Signed) TsEKELO MosIIEEIH. 

Letter from Nelwmiah .ltloshesli to the High CommissiotMr. 

Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 22nd February, 1861. 
MAY IT PLEASE Yot'R. ExcELLE~CY,-lt was with great pleasure I 

kamt of your return to thi11 country to resume the administration of 
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its affairs as Governor and High Commissioner. From the time of 
your departure for England I was full of sorrow, knowing that I had 
lost my best friend. But that sorrow has been changed into joy since 
your return, and I hope it may please Almighty God in His providence 
long to spare Your Excellency as Governor and High Commissioner 
in South Africa ; that your wise and beneficial rule may be felt, 
especially by my own countrymen, and the various native tribes of 
this great country. 

My heart was glad to receive your kind reply dated 18th August, 
1859, to my communication of 3rd March, 1859, while I regretted that 
the matter of my residence in the country to which I removed could 
not, on the eve of your departure, be definitely settled. 

As you have been spared to return, may I ask Your Excellency to 
concur in rAtaining the country named, that I and my people may 
settle down in peace, and seek to improve in all that is good. 

Both the Cape Colony and Natal are under you, and if I can serve 
Your Excellency in either or both, at any time, and in any way you 
can suggest, I shall be proud and happy to meet your wishes. 

Whenever I go wrong I hope that my great father, Your Excel­
lency, will tell me so, and I will listen as becomes me. Having come 
to Natal to see the place, I write from Maritzburg. I have been 
pleased with what my eyes have seen here. I wish that myself and 
people shall imitate the European subjects of our great and good 
Queen Victoria. I have, &c., 

(Signed) NEHEMIAH MosnEsu. 

Letter from the Ciril Commissioner of Ali1cal North to the Secretary to 
the High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 25th February, 1861. 
MY DEAR Srn,..:...r wish you to shew Sir George the latter parl of 

the enclosed letter of one of the Wesleyan Missionaries, Mr. Daniel, 
whom Sir George will recollect at Platberg, which I have just this 
evening received. Mr. Mabille, the French Missionary, is to-day here 
on business; and has been telling me exactly the same story. All the 
Parsons appear weary of old Moshesh, and would be glad to get rid 
of him. It is an extraordinary m10 light they appear to have got on 
the subject, at least to me who know their views and doings some 10 
years ago, when we were established in the 8overeignty, and wished 
to stay there. 

Mr. Mabille is very anxious to know when His Excellency may be 
expected in Basutoland, as the Bishop of Cape Town has written 
to say that Sir George will soon be there. 

Mr. Mabille's opinion is that Molapo and Paulus Moperi are by 
their doings on the ,vinburg border trying to urge on a war, while 
Lt>tsie is doing his utmost to prevent it. 

no2 
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David has also joined the war party. Thieving is common to a 
great extent throughout Basutoland. Basuto chiefs are stealing from 
each other. Poshuli is pre-eminent in the mischief. Should anything 
happim to old Moshesh the country would instantly be in a state of 
anarchy. Believe me, &c., 

(Signed) Jon~ BuRNET. 

Letter from the S11peri11tmtlent of the Witteber_qen Natii-e Reserre to the 
Ciril Commissioner of Aliwal North. 

"Wittebergen. 28th February, 1861. 
Srn,-I have the honour herewith to enclose a document addressed 

to His Excellency the Governor by Tsekelo, son of the Chief Moshesh. 
The arrival of this young Chief in the Reserve I had the honour to 
report to you during the month of January; he has been here ever 
since, and I have now requested him to commit his case in his own 
words to paper with a ,iew that there shall be no misunderstanding 
upon the matter. 

I have had several interviews with Tsekelo, and he has each time 
adhered to the same statement. I therefore believe that there is soru~ 
sinC'erity in his professions, whatever may be the secret object of his 
presence here, a matter which I think is fraught with some interest to 
this border. I am at a loss as to what would be the views of His Ex­
cellency thl' Governor on this subject. But I think whatever view 
His Excellency may be pleased to take if Tsekelo even be sincere, 
that this Reserve is not the place where he ought to have an asylum. 
but that he should be removed to some other portion of the Colony, 
whne he would be sPparatcd from his own people and nation and the 
politics of this border, as it would be dangerous to have him so near, 
as he evidently appears a restless. ambitious, aspiring young chief. 

,vith regard to information he has given in reference to the illicit 
traffic in guns and anuuunition carried on by traders on both sides of 
tho boundary, I can credit all he has saitl, and I believe that that 
trade has been carried on for some considerable time, and what has 
been my regret is that there is no detective force on the immediate 
border. The position of the se,·eral police stations in this Division are 
po:fi:dl!/ 1w'1!~8. All the main ro:uls travelled by deserters and traders 
in contr.iband are entirely exposed; and notwithstanding the numerous 
traders' waggons co1u,tantly found upon those roads, there is no force at 
hand to search such suspicious characters before they cross the Colonial 
boundary. 

Tsektlo has given me the name of one special trader residing in this 
district, who has just returned with a fine troop of cattle from Basuto­
land, and cn1" man he tells me was at Thaba Bosigo when he left. 
and was then trading with a number of guns, and this man is the 
most constant trader in guns in the Lesuto. 
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He also i-tates that there are several other traders from Bloemfon­
tein and Smithfield, who are largely embarked in that trade. And 
that there are some storekeepers in Aliwal North '"ho favour this 
trade, and that his father has been for some time in treaty with a 
trader there to furnish him with a big gun, and this cannon has 
actually been shipped and landed at the mouth of the Umzimvub11 
River, and that the plan was that it was to have been got up to 
Nehemiah's, who was to have sent it over the mountain ria Adam 
Kok's road through Morosi'e country and thence into Basutoland. 

Tsekelo hesitated to give the name of the party with whom his 
father was in treaty, and he says that the breaking out of the war 
between Nehemiah and the Amapondomise tribe prevented the eon­
summatior. of this plan. 

,vith regard to the combination spoken of by Tsekelo, I am of 
opinion that there is much truth in his statement, and that it is only 
a question of time, and that it would be well for the Government to be 
on the alert. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jxo. Avsn: .. ~. 

Ldter from the Civil Co111111isRio111tr of Ali1cnl North to tl1e Secretary to 
!lie Hig/1 Co111111isRio11er. 

Aliwal North, 4th March, 1861. 
Srn.-Reforring to the letter of Mr. Superintendent Austen of the 

18th January last, transmitted for His Excellency's information by me 
on the 21st of the same month, reporting the arrival of the young chief 
Tsekelo, son of the chief Moshei;h, seeking protection in the Witteber­
gen Native Reserve, I have now the honour to transmit an open letter 
to Ilis Excellency's address from Tsekelo, with Mr. Austen's remarks 
thereon. 

I have been most anxiously awaiting His Excellency's instructions 
in respeet of Tsekdo, being unwilling to do anything harsh, and yet 
(knowing that his antecedents in word and deed in the Reserve prove 
him a very unfit person to he there) being most especially desirous 
that his stay there may be as short as possible. 

I am to see Mr. Austen in the matter of Tsekelo to-morrow ; and 
unless it clearly appear to me that some good reason exists for my 
allowing him to remain longer in the Reserve, I shall incur the respon­
sibility of sending him under escort safely and quietly to his father as 
a runaway boy. Possibly some directiom1 may reach me to-night in 
this matter. I entertain great doubts as to the truth of the reasons he 
alleges for leaving his fnther and Basutoland. I am much rattier dis­
posed to believe that h~ may be trying to ingratiate himself with the 
natives, and rnise a party for himself against a future day; and that 
he may so far succeed that we shall in a short time feel it very difficult 
to get rid of him, or to repair the mischief he may have done. I 
have, &c., (Signed) JoIDi BURNET. 
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Lett,,r from the Presidt)11t of tl1e Orange Free State to the Cl,id J[o~l1tAh. 
Bloemfontein, 9den Maart, 1861. 

GROOT 0PPERHOOFD,-Ik was verblijd toen ik gisteren met uwcn 
zoon George uwe uitnoodiging ontving, om op den 2den April, e.k., 
eene bijeenkomst te hebben. Ik zou gaarne komen op de plaats door 
u nu aangewezen, maar daar ik op den 15den April weder hier te 
Bloemfontein terug moet zijn om den Uitvoerende Raad bij te wonen, 
stel ik u voor, om op de vroeger bepaalde plek aan Louw Rivier bij 
elkander te komen, omdat ik dan niet zoo ver behoef te gaan, en 
langer met u over alle zaken zal kunnen spreken. Ingeval gij met 
dit voorstel genoegen neemt, wacht ik geen antwoord terug, mnar 
hoop u dan te zien op den 2den April, aan Louw Rivier. 

(Geteekend) M. W. PRETOruus. 

Meeting between the President of the Orange Free State a11d the 
Chief Moshesh. 

(From the Friend of the bee St.lie of the l:lth April, 1861.) 

The following is the substance of a communication addressed to us 
i,.n the Dutch language, by an eye-witness, of the late meeting between 
President Pretorius and Moshesh at Maboela, near Plat berg:-

On Monday the 1st of April last His Honour the President, accom­
panied by Messrs. A. J. Erwee, member of the Executive Council, and 
Jacobus Snyman, member of Volksraad, arrived at Maboela, in Basu­
toland, for the purpose of meeting the Chief Moshesh. The following 
day the Great Chief made his appearance, and also the Landdrost of 
Bloemfontein. Notwithstanding that Moshesh himself fixed upon the 
time and place, considerable suspicion appeared to exist in the native 
mind respecting the good faith of the State Authorities. It was after­
wards elicited that this distrust was generated by false reports, and 
that to them it was owing that some thousands of armed Basutos had 
established themselves in and around Maboela. The frank and manly 
behaviour of the President, however, soon convinced Moshesh and his 
petty captains that they had been imposed upon by designing men, 
and the conference was opened in the most friendly manner. 

The chief discussions were about the border police mentioned in the 
Ga Bokhotso treaty, a portion of the line, and the evacuation l,y 
Basutos of some farms belonging to Burghers of the Wiuburg district. 
Moshesh again stated his desire to see a border police established, and 
took great interest in the President's proposal to appoint the present 
Landdtost of Bloemfontein to the important office of Resident Magis­
trate of the Border. The greatest and we may say only difficulty which 
Moshesh had against the consummation of the Ga Bokhotso treaty was 
that the old station l\lerumetsu was formerly fixed upon as the Resi­
dency ; but when the President said he was willing to fix upon another 
spot for the seat of magistracy, Moshesh and his councillors expressoo 
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their readiness to give full effect to the treat? as early as possible. 
The President then promised that ho would shortly meet Paulus Mo­
peri and some others, for the purpose of settling preliminaries. 

As rE>gards that portion of the boundary line from Jammerberg Drift 
on the Caledon River to the sources of the Modder River, it was settled 
with the President's consent that the President and Tsita (Moshesh's 
deputy) should fix proper beacons and make a sketch thereof,-which 
has been done accordingly. It was also agreed that the Basutos should 
vacate the farms belonging to Winburg burghers. EverJihing, we 
are told, indicates that the peace will be preserved, and that the good 
relationship at present subsisting between the head of the Free State 
and the Basuto chieftain will be of long continuance. It cannot be 
doubted that Moshesh and his people generally are for pence and 
tranquillity, and that Mr. Pretorius (as he verbally infonned the chief) 
has similar predilections. We are informed that it was a pleasure to 
witness the satisfaction b.eaming in the countenances of Moshesh, his 
captains, and his thousands of subjects, when the President, previous 
to his departure, addressed the numerous assembly. 

Moshesh and Letsie accompanied the President a short distance on 
his homeward journey after the meeting, which lasted three days, had 
terminated. Thus everything went off as harmoniously as heart can 
well desire, and this is in a great measure attriLutnble to that tnet 
which the President possesses in such an eminent degree in dealing 
with the natives. 

Pro;'1n111ation. 

Whereas I Marthinus ,vessel Pretorius, Prl'1>ident of the Orange 
Free State, on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of April this ~·ear, at Maboda 
in Basutoland, held a meeting with the Basuto Chief Moshesh, at 
which meeting I made an agreement with the said Chief regarding 
the fixed definition of a certain portion of the boundary line Letween 
the Orange Free State and the Territory of the Basutos, which line, 
in al'cordance with the above-mentioned agreement between me and 
the Chief Moshesh, I proclaim by this to be as follows, namely :-

From the waterfall atJammerberg Drift in the Caledon River, where 
a beacon is cut out in the rocky bank, northwards through between 
two red hille to upon a small red hilloc-k, straight in the middle over 
the two first-named hills where a beacon is erected, from there halfway 
towards the point of the high ridge, on a small hillc ck, from there 
to on the point of the high ridge, as far as this always in the same 
direction northwards as aforesaid, from there with the division or rdge 
of the high stony ridge to the large wnggon road from Smithfield to 
Basutoland, from there all along the division of the ridge, to the large 
road from Bloemfontein to Basutoland, in tho neck on an isolated hil­
lock, from there to on the westei·n point of a large mountain situated 
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on the northern side of the said ne1·k, from there along the high ridge 
holding the division of the watershed to the footpath neck, to the north 
of which footpath on the eastern point of a high sharp ridge a beacon 
is cut out in the stone8, from there along the sharp ridge to the top of 
the highest point of this ridge, where also a beacon stands, from there 
northwards from the ridge off behind an isolated hill in the neek, 
from there along the grass ridge or high ground with the division of 
the watershed to the source of Roodewal or Modder Rivier. 

All persons are hereby commanded to acknowledge and respect the 
aforesaid definition of the Boundary line, and are warned not to make 
any trespass or breach thereupon. 

Given at Bloemfontein on the 18th day of April, 1861. 
(Signed) M. W. PRETORIUS, State President. 
By Order. (Signed) J. W. SPRUYT, Govt. Sect. 

Letter from the Cicil Commissioner of A.liu:al North to the Chief Moshesh. 

Aliwal North, 10th June, 1861. 
GREAT CmEF,-1 have within the last few months been much per­

plexed by the behaviour of a great many of the Ma'awa Kaffirs sup­
plied with your passes, who decline giving any satisfactory statement 
as to their object in entPring the Colony, more especially as all those 
who agree to take service in and near this town run away within a 
very few nights after they have been contracted, nobody h10tcs where to. 

,vithin the last few days several parties have been turned back by 
me at Aliwal North to Basutoland, simply because they would give no 
assurance that they were willing to enter into contracts for at least one 
year aC'cording to the Laws of the Colony. 

I have endeavoured ever since the year 1857, when the Pass Laws 
at present in force were enacted, to make these people understand that 
they are passed into the Colony upon the express condition that they 
shall enter service witb. a master for at least one year, within the 
period allowed by the Pass with which I supply them; but it plainly 
appears that the greatest portion of those who now arrive at Aliwal 
North with your passes have no su('h intention. I must therefore de­
sire of you, Chief. not to allow any more of those people to come, 
unloss you are well sati:;fied that they mean to abide by the Laws of 
the Colony, as I will be compelled to refuse them passes, and turn 
them bac:k home. 

I explained also to you formerly by letters ( of which 1 annex copies) 
that it was absolutely necessary, provided the Missionaries could not 
grant separate passes to every man of a party, yet at least el"ery 
man's name belonging to it should be written on the pass of the 
Captain, or Heaclrnan. 

I trust, Chief, that you will be so goocl as to endeavour to enforce 
these regulations by getting proper printed passes, and fully explain-
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ing to all natives to whom th<'y are granted the comlitions upon whid1 
they come into the Colony. I remain your friend, 

(Signed) Jom, BunxET. 

Letter from tlie S11peri11te11dent of the Witt~bff,qen JY(/tire Rt•sen-e to lftt 
Cin'l Co111111issionrr ~f Ali1ml J.Yort/1. 

Wittel,ergen, 15th June, l8(il. 
81R,-I beg to state for your information that on the 12th instant I 

met al Sterk Spruit a young Basuto from over the river, who told 1110 

that he is a son of the Chief Moshesh, a brother of Steph:mus. This 
man told me that he was on his way to the Cololly to seek employ­
ment, in consequence of a dispute between him and his father al,out a 
daughter of his uncle Mohali, which daughter he had taken to wife, 
and which woman they did not wish him to retain. This man also told 
me that nearly the whole of Basutoland Lad gone over the mountains 
to join Nehemiah in some hostile attack upon the Mapondomisi, under 
the Chief Mbali. 

The following are the names of the Chiefs who have headed the 
Commando :-David, a son of Moshesh; Stephanus, do. ; Po~lrnli, 
brother of Moshesh; Lebenya, Chief of the Bamunagcng; Monaheng, 
Inferior Chief of do.; Tabeyana, son of Molitsane; 1\Iosithle. do. ; 
Moeletsi, of Beersheba; Ramahitsani. do.; Mohali. Rabatsane, Mota, 
Mo1,hesh's younger son; and Lerutho,li. from Letsie's. 

It is also reported to me that just about the time this movement 
took place, several lots of cattle and horsei; were stolen from the Free 
Staw border, the spoors of whieh stot·k have been tral'cd to the kraal 
of the Chief Poshuli, who, it is said, has taken them for provision on 
this expeclition. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jxo. A"l'STEX. 

Letter from tl,e S11pai11t,•111lmt of tlw TVitfrb,·rt/W Xntire Rcsrrre to the 
Ciril Commissioner of .Ali1cal .North. 

Witteb(•rgen, 22nd Juno, 11161. 
MY DE.\R MR. BrnxET,-There is a rumour upon I think reliable 

authority, that one divii;ion of the Basuto Commando whieh I reported 
as having gone over the motmtains to fight the Mapondomisi, un<ler 
my friend Poshuli, has been defeated hy the Mapondomi8i. 

It apprars that Tyali. the Tambookie Chief on the Tees, watc-be~ 
the movements of the Basutos, and sent an express over the moun­
tains to warn the Tembus of this mon•ment, and ~ent men in tho same 
route to watch thrir probrress-ancl to report to thC' c•pposite party the 
near approach of the enemy. and Pof'.lhuli ( ever anxit,us for plunder) 
knowing the country better than the other C'hids whom he had to act 
to as the guide and advanco party, made forced marches so as not to 
be overtaken, hurried on to the attaek. The Mapondoruisi, having had 
timely warning, were prepared to meet the attack; and laid a trap for 
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Poshuli by driving a large herd of cuttle into a kloof, and took up 
certain positions at different points, and allowed the Basutos to take 
the cattle, and then sallied out upon them, retook their cattle and 
killed a great many men, and captured many guns and horses, and 
completely routed them. The Basutos then made a run for it, and, 
it is said, rallied at the foot of a mountain, thinking themselves out 
of hann's length, when the Mapondomisi came down upon them from 
unexpected points, and attacked them again, killing many more, and 
beat them out of the field. The rumour says Poshuli has lost from 
150 to 200 men in this engagement. 

The progress and result of the other branches of the Commandos. I 
have not yet ascertained. I think much of this report is true, and 
that the difference will be found small, if any. I hear that there is 
much dissatisfaction in Basutoland among themselves, a.d that old 
Moshesb is very restless about the internal state of his country. YoUJ'S 
faithfully, 

(Signed) Jzw. AusTEN. 

Message from tlw Ckief Moroko to tlw High Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 27th June, 1861. 
Memorandum to be sent to His Excellency Governor Sir George Grey, 

being the word of Moroko, Chief of the Barolongs, taken from his 
own mouth by Mr. Burnet at Aliwal North:-

" From the day of Mr. Pretorius assuming the Government of the 
Free State, I have never had peace. I do not say anything of matters 
before that time. 

" Sir George Grey told me that if anything came against me I must 
apply to him. 

" Now Mr. Pretorius has planted beacons other than those of the 
Sovereignty Land Commissions, encroaching upon my country at the 
farm called Tochgekregen, lately compensated by H. M. Government 
to Paul Smit; and also at Hans Steijn's farm close by the former. 

" There are also many of the Boers who tell me that war is ap­
proaching, that Pretorius has gone to Panda to get the naked Kaffirs 
to come and destroy us. The Boers who have so talked are par­
ticularly Tjaart van der Walt and one Van den Berg. 

" Further, since Pretorius came to Bloemfontein we can obtain no 
more gunpowder, guns, or lead, as in Mr. Boshof's time. 

" I wish the Governor to send and examine how the Beacons ha\"e 
lwen altered. I have written many letters to the Governor, and put 
them into the Post Office at Bloemfontein, but I have never got any 
answer, and I do not know whether the Governor has received these 
letters which I have sent. 

" As the Free State will not allow me any ammunition, I wish the 
Governor to give me what ho considers sufficient for my people. 
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" The Governor told me I should receive a Flag; but I have never 
got it, and I do not know whether the Governor has sent it. 

" I am anxious for help from the Governor, as I expect war will 
begin from the Free State ; and I wish the Governor to hinder it from 
breaking out. 

" I expert this war will arise from the disputes about the Boundary 
Lines. I know that Pretorius has sent a letter to Moshesh, telling him 
that he must send Moperi and Molapo to arrange the Win burg Line. 

" My children were lately at Thaba Bosigo, and Moshesh told them 
this, and said that he had told Moperi and Molapo to have nothing 
to do with the making a Boundary Line. 

" I am trusting to the Governor, that the line of Major ·warden 
shall not be altered; and I hope the Governor will answer me and 
help me as soon as possible ; and I think it can best be done by send­
ing a man to see how the Free State has altered the Line, and to ask 
why such is done to me. I have lost about the size of two large farms. 

" The Governor promised that he would send an Industrial School 
fn my country, but nothing has yet been done to erect it. Four of my 
children have gone to Cape Town, and one has gone to England. I 
wish them all to go to England. 

" I wish Mr. Burnet to send my best wishes and compliments to the 
Governor, in whom I trust much. I receive all the letters sent to me 
by my children from Cape To~n, and I am thankful to the Governor 
for all he has done for me. 

" I am good friends now with Moshe!:<h; but he does not altogether 
trust me; for he thinks I like the Government too well. 

" I wish the Governor to allow me some ammunition, because tho 
Free State will not allow me any more ; and the traders, having to 
come through that cotmtry to get to my people, are afraid to bring me 
any, as if they were found out they would be punished. Moshesh can 
get plenty, but I cannot. 

"This is all I have to say about public matters, and I hope the 
Governor will hear me and help us. I am sure there will not be long 
peace between the Boers and Moshesh, and the cause of war will be 
the Boundary Lines ; the Free State plagues him so much about the 
Lines. 

" If I have anything further to say after I get home, I will make a 
letter and send it through Mr. Burnet to the Governor. 

" TnE CmEF Mm:01co, by me 
(Signed) ls.\JJ.\L!IL\ Mono1w, 

Before me: (Signed) Jo11N BvmrnT. \Y1LLEM MouoKo. 

Letter from the Cit-il Co111111im·o11er of Ali1cnl Nort/1 to tlie Secretary to tl,c 
H19h Commissioner. 

Aliwal North, 1st July, 1861. 
S1R,-ln connection with the Report of Mr. Austen, dated the 1 iith 
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June 1861, relative to a Rasuto Commando having lately rrossed oTer 
the Drakensberg, transmitted by last week's Post for His Excellency's 
information, I have now the honour to forward you further par­
ticulars, obtained at my request by Mr. J. M. Orpen, while on a 
Surveying Tour last week on the Caledon in the Orange Free State. 

I consider it my dnty further also to bring to His Excellency's 
knowledge the information relative to the attempts now being made 
by Moshei;h to cast cannon. 

I also have the honour to report for His Excellene:y's information 
that Moroko, Chief of the Barolongs, paid a visit to this 1ilace last 
week. with several of his sons and about twenty followPrs; and as 
formerly directed by His Exe:dlenry the Lieutenant Governor, I haTe 
purcha~ed and presented to Moroko a new cart and harness in the 
name of His Excellency the Governor, with which the Chief is ruuC'h 
pleased. I have, &c., 

(Signed) Jonx Bt-n.'iET. 
i a.m.--I have just received information that the son of Moshesh, 

Tsekelo, who arrived at Aliwal North on Wednesday the 26th June 
from King William's Town, and was forwarded by me to Mr. Austen 
on the 27th June, was sent off to his father on the 29th with a proper 
escort from the Reserve . 

.Jlc,11orrmd11m of 111fur111rdion rdalictJ to certain INll'likt- opu-ntions hd1um 
tlie Ba~utos and .A111apo11do111iRi, d11ri11.r1 t/;e 1ciufrr <:( 1861, obtained h!I 
Jfr. J. JI. Orpn1. at tl,c rl'q11,.st of .Jlr. B11r11d, fro111 tlu' cl,ief 1111'11 at 
Becrsl,cha. 26tl, J11111', 1861. 

Some six months ago Faku sent to tell }foshesh that he must cap­
ture the cattle of Umlmli, the Mpondomisi Chil,f who had bC'en fight­
ing with Nehemiah previously; l:mbali had given Faku offl•nce also. 

Gmbali, knowing this and fearing an attack from Faku, had kept 
his cattle on tho side of the country nearest to Moshesh. The pre­
sumption is that Faku wanted Moshesh to drive Umbali to bN·ome 
Faku's subject instead of being a }lC'tty independent Chief, whom he 
possibly dislikes. 

Moshesh did nothing in the matter; but when this winter set in, 
awl the rivers were low, David, Poshuli, and others determined to act 
upon the hint of Faku. 

Pre,iously to this Commando going out. Nehemiah Moshesh having 
bt>f'n rut off by his fothC'r and Letsie from all assistanC'e out of the 
Le,mto, had retreated from his fornwr Loeation to the neighbourhood 
of 8elonyana. Chief of tho Amahaca, and just at the time Da,id and 
l'oshuli wero !:!tarting, Nehemiah and Selonyana q111urPllPd in the 
following way: }'aku, U::! it appears, is Selonyana's enemy, as well 
as Umbali's; and the fonner abruptly accused Nehemiah of being art 
and part with Faku, because he Selonyana had learnt that Faku had 
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sent five head of cnttle to lfoshesh. Nehemiah said: I have nothing 
to do with this. and know nothing of it. Selonyana continuing to 
upbraid him, Nehemiah said: "\Yhy do you so? I also am n Chief." 
Selonyana snid: ·• You are on my ground." Nehemiah said: "It it< 
as much mine as yours, the gl'Ound is Moshesh's ground." Selonyana 
said: "Well we will talk no more nbout it, but to-morrow we will see 
whose it is." 

During that night one of Selonynna's people came and told Ne­
hemiah privately that the Commando was out to attack him at day• 
break. Nehemiah's people thought they were too weak to fight, 
and in a bad position, so they burnt their kraal aml fled to the Mnluti 
Mountains, the burning of the kraal being a dedarntion of wnr. 

Both Nehemiah nnd Selonyana then sont their messengers to Mo­
shesh, enc-h relating the cause of their <1uarret \\'hen these me;,­
seugers anfred, the Commnndo of David had already started ; and 
Poshuli, hearing of this uew quarrel, in the name of David ordered 
out a number of Chiefs at once to join him, and he and David deter­
mined to take up Nl'hemiah's nr,o quarrel. 

Moshesh, in answer to Selouyann. sent him word to !Jd out of tl,e 1rn,11, 

and Letsie sent a party to turn bal'k David and Poshuli's Commando. 
This overtook David. who was himself then proposiug to return; but 
his people i,aid: "\Ve are too far to go bnck." David ga,·e in. nud 
they proceeded. They arrived at Selunyaua's Kraal first, fouud it 
deserted, and the people fled so fnr that all pursuit was hopeles~. 
Poshuli next arri,·ed in the neighbourhood; and they were all ohliged 
to return, without having done anything. 

To take up another thread, the "\Iissionary at Moriju, Mr. Mabille. 
when he heard of David's Commando, called the Christian Natives 
together, and told them not to go out if ordered, as they were going 
to plunder; and thus it happened that when Letsie ordered out tho 
party to go nnd turn back the Commando, these Native Christians 
refused to go, saying : " we do not trust Letsie." Letsie culled them 
together before him, and upon their again refusing to go, he told 
them, " I will see whether Mnbille or myRel.f is Chief." He then 
ordered them all to be flogged. \Vhen this flogging was about to 
commence, the thatch of the ammunition house was discovered to be 
on fire. All ran to the spot, smothering it with thoir clothes, and 
on aecount of the zeal whic·h they displayed, Letsie pardoned them 
all. 

Lebenya, the Chief of the Bamonngeng at Kot•sberg. did not go 
on the Commando of David and Poshuli against Gmhali. He in­
tended to go, but was warned by Poshuli for a week too late, it is i<nid 
i11tentionnlly, as Poshuli thought there were too runny great men to 
di.ide the booty. 

The Rabatsune whom Mr. Burnet mentioned must be either Ra­
moetsani, son of Mohali, the brother of Moshesh, or Raputsani (father 
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of Putsani) i.e., Mohali himself. The Commando was small; all the 
G"'hiefs noted in Austen's letter did not go. A son of Moeletsi, the 
Chief of Beersheba, lives at Elandsberg. He was from home when the 
or!ler came ; but Kantu the youngest son of Moeletsi took 30 of the 
younger men and joined it. Their horses were completely knocked up; 
and they had to march on foot. They were obliged to eat horse.flesh 
ou their r(lturn home. Mr. Rolland is very much vexed at the 
people of Moeletsi going, because ordered out by Poshuli, not their 
Chief. 

It is well known that Letsie hates Nehemiah; and it is said that 
Moshesh winked at the Commando against Umhali, although possibly 
he might have been content to let him know of the attack. 

The chief part of these particulars has been obtained at Beersheba 
from Mr. Rolland and the family of Moeletsi. 

Mr. Orpen, who is now on a surveying tour in that neighbourhood, 
has also communicated to me the following particulars relative to the 
manufacture of cannon in Basutoland, but does not say from whom he 
has obtained it :-

For two months past Moshesh has had a party of men in the Maluti 
Mountains secretly, and under the guidance of two Englishmen, build­
ing large furnaces, collecting large quantities of charcoal and other 
materials, in order to manufacture cannon and cannon-balls. 

For the first cannon he has got together some Loade of Brass Wir{', 
and for the balls he will use iron. Although Bronze, not Brass, is the 
material required, there is no doubt he will eventually succeed, as he 
is determined to have them ; and if they can succeed in casting Iron 
balls they can cast Iron cannon ; and may easily procure bronze. Re­
port says that he has brass enough for thirty cannon. 

The Basutos expect war to be made upon them early next year, and 
are preparing for it vigorously, having been told by some Member of 
the 0. F. S. Volksraad, whether to frighten them or for mischief, or 
possibly with the view of obtaining a farm from Moshesh, that it was 
1,ecretly resolve,} upon last session. This man told the Basutos that 
Pretorius said that he was acting by Sir George Grey's advice by put· 
ting the war off till tl1en only. 

It appears that at the late meeting between Moshesh and Pret-0rius, 
the Line defined by Sir George Grey at Aliwal North to be the 
B<lundary between the Free State and Moshesh, was not acknow­
ledged to be so. In Pretorius's former meeting with Moshesh, the 
minutes of which were taken down by Tsekelo and sent by Mr. Orpen 
to His Excellency, Pretorius carefully abstained from speaking of a 
Line in that direction, and was possibly so foolish as to hope still to 
obtain more ground in that quarter to which the Boers think they 
have a right claim in consequence of the pretended purchase from 
Rautsani. Pretorius preferred then to stand upon the basis of the old 
relations ·between the Boers and Basutos before the Sovereignty time 
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when there was no Boundary Line ; and he only insisted upon the 
Boers individually not being molested upon their farms. However 
from the inhabitants lately on this Border complaining of thefts by 
Natives, he has been compelled to clnim Mnjor Warden's Line. Mo­
shesh says: "How can you speak to me of the Lin(ls made by Wnr­
den by force? Ask me the ground as a present, and I will give you a 
Line from such a point to such a point." Mr. Pretorius agreed to this, 
although in doing so three farms belonging to speculators would be 
cut off. With this exception the Line on this Border is identical with 
Warden's Line. Letsie opposed Moshesh in this matter, saying­
" The Governor has declared the Kaffir Kop line to be the right one." 
Moshesh answered him, "If I make a present to my Friend Pretorius, 
you have no right to speak." 'What object Pretorius can have in 
giving up these farms and a part of the Line of Sir George Grey, 
instead of endeavouring to obtain his mediation to complete it, is 
difficult to say, unless to keep the question open upon the ,vinburg 
border, and get all the advantage he can out of· it. Old President 
Hoffman has got these three farms from the Basuto owners. 

Pretorius may have seen the folly of what he has done on this Line; 
as very lately, before starting for Harrismith, he wrote to Moshesh and 
told him he was going there, and that the Winburg Boers were com­
plaining of the Basutos trespassing on their farms ; and he now for 
the first time desired Moshesh to remove his people, requesting him to 
appoint Molapo and Moperi to meet him and " make a Boundary 
line." Moshesh answered by sending with Mr. Daumas (returning 
from the conference) letters ordering Molitsane and Moperi to make 
their people leave the Boers' farms ; he also wrote to Pretorius, telling 
him he had done so ; and that the previous delay had been cau!led by 
l\foperi; but that no one could make a line hut himself. 

One party or the other must ultimately call in His Excellency to 
decide points open to dispute. The portion of the Line laid down by 
the Governor has bean, and is still, respected by the Basutos; and the 
Farmers along it say that the Basutos have for a long time behaved 
very well; but that jw:;t as the late Commando was starting (against 
Umbali, &c.) a number of horses and cattle were stolen from them and 
traced to Poshuli's country, and the spoor han<led over to his Head­
man, who said "Poshuli would settle the matter on his return." 
The Boers complain bitterly of the supineness of their officers here. 
in their not following up and taking trouble about such cases; as dif­
ferent thefts which occurred after the Peace and which might have 
been arranged have never been taken up by the Authorities. 

Jan Letelle has been stealing a good deal lately. Lebenya, the 
Koesberg Chief, was at Beersheba the other day complaining that he. 
Letelle, had stolen many horses and sold them in the 1'"ree State ; and 
he Lebenya recovered one of them at Smithfield. 

The Basutos have very much increased their strength since the war 
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in 1858. Independently of their having obtained rifles, they have got 
the eldest son of Lcphui (of Bethulie;, Kora, and all his people, some 
500 well-armed men, it is said. They are excessively enraged at the 
loss of their ground. Kora refused to take any share of the money 
for it. Moroko, it is said, has renewed his submission to Mo,,hesh, 
and begg-od pardon for his conduct during the war. 

Fi,e Chiefs of the Zulus have come from their country and placed 
themselves under Mo,,hesh in Witsi's Hoek (on tho Upper Caledon 
Border of the Harrismith District). 

A great number of Griquas are also collecting in the country of the 
Koesberg and Orange RiYer, which contains a hitherto waste country. 
and it is very doubtful whether they will go down to Nomansland. 
lt clearly rests with Moshesh whether or not they will go furtht'r. 
He can alluw it, or prevent it, just as he likes. If he be afraid of a 
war, he will keep them; but if not, he will 1>re,ent their settling; 
as they r,:,1uiro :;io much ground that he would possilily rather be 
without them. There is a v::ry general move of the minor Basuto 
Chit>fs towards the "\Vinburg and Harrismith Frontier. During the 
Mis:-;iouary Couference at Thaba Bosigo in May, there was continually 
such a crowd that the Missionaries could scarcely find an opportunity 
of speaking to Mosh,,~h prirntt'ly. I. J.M.O., was anxious that he 
shou!J have been spoken to about his relations with H.M. Govern­
ment. Mr. Rolland says that hi1, opinion and tha.t of all the others 
is that ~foslwsh would gladly acknowledge his personal allegiance to 
the Queen, nuJ in a great measure be ruled by Government in ruling 
his own people, and in matters of war altogether submit his will to 
Gov,munent; but he would not give up his Chieftainship, or submit to 
Government having direct authority over his People, save only through 
him. He, with all the other Missionaries. thinks that Moshesh woultl 
he faithful to such an allegiance ; and that he is not the fool ever 
to conspire against the Government. He knows it would be knock­
ing his head against a wall. 

I asked Mr. Rolland about Moshesh's dancing beside the Prince 
down to the Aliwal Drift? Mr. Rolland says (as /have always Mid) 
that according to Native Id1:1as it was a decidedly honourable and 
dignifieJ Aet of Homage, that all the Basutos would fook upon it as 
such a deliberate act, aud that nothing even approaching to it e\"er 
·• characterised :Moshesh's conduct towards any officer of Governm1:1nt. 
To Govemors he has acted almost like an equal, evidently recognis­
ing them as R~prese11t11ticl!s. Major "\Varden he actually embraced 
when he last sa\\- him at the abandonment; and with ?tfr. Pretorius 
he almost ads as a superior, in a sort of fotherlike manner. There is 
a feeling towards Royalty in the Kaffi.r mind which I have always 
thought could be turned to good account." 

Extended from l\fr. Orpen's Notes. 
(Signed) Jon~ Bun:sET, C.C. 
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Memorandum attached to Mr. Burn6f:B Communication of th8 1st July 1861, 
relative to t!UJ Basuto Commando across the DrakenJJberg. 

I was in the Native Reserve on the 4th, 5th, and 6th June, and 
saw one of Sikonyela's chief men, who had just returned from Letsie's 
kraal. I heard him tell Mr. Austen that Letsie had sent him the 
following message:-" My heart is sore, the lute Commando across 
the mountains has failed, our men ha,e been beaten and have lost all 
their horses, I am very much displeased at Moshesh and my brothers 
for having undertaken it. I see troubles arising all round on the Free 
State border, and on the ,vinburg border. The Boers have taken 
possession of a large country near Sikonyela's old kraal, and the 
country will soon be at war again. David and Poshuli have now been 
fighting with the only people who could have opened a door of peace, 
in event of anything going wrong with the Free State, and where we 
might have found a refuge." 

I saw ah,o a son of old Marthinus Lippyani, who has lived long on 
the border of the Reserve. He had just returned from Thaba Bosigo. 
He says:-

" The Commando of David and Poshuli went to fight with Jambo 
and Umbali; but they have returned without booty, and they have 
lost nearly all their horses, many guns, and between 30 and 40 men 
killed and wounded, a son of Moshe!.<h (a brother of Sophonia) among 
the latter. At the time the Basutos attacked Jambo, the Amabacas 
under Silonyana attacked Umbali, who lives near Shawbury Mission 
Station, on the Tsitsa, and Silonyana was beaten with the loss of 30 
or 40 men, and much cattle." 

Lippyani had heard of nothing in the shape of a quarrel between 
Nehemiah and Silonyana, at all events no open rupture had taken 
place. The cause of Nehemiah having burnt his kraals and fled to 
the Maluti Mountains was that he was afraid of Silon_yana, because 
the latter suspected him of having a leaning towards Faku, and 
Silonyana considers that he and not Faku is the rightfol owner of the 
country, as he is the son of the late Fetcani Chief Umjiki. (Austen 
says this is true.) 

I saw also a young man named Dennison, who has been trading for 
scnne years in the Reserve, but who was in Busutoland before and 
during the war of 1858, and was upon Thaba Bosigo when the Boer 
Camp surrottnded the Mission Station; he says that on his return lately 
from a journey to Natal he saw old Moshesh, who appears to be ill at 
ease, he distrusts tl10 Governor, he distrusts every body. He told 
Dennison that when the Governor was at Thaba Bosigo in August 
1858, as they rode across the Berea, the Governor's one eye was fire, 
the other eye was war. As much as t-0 say, there are the precipiees 
where you killed our soldiers. He Moshe::-h then thought of a word 
of Austen in former years, about the right to the country of Morosi, 
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when Austen said to Morosi, "It is too late now to claim the country. 
the white man's blood is upon it," and it will in the end go so -with 
me ; the blood of the white soldier is upon the Berea, and therefore 
the country is the Englishman's country. Austen and Burnet are too 
sharp for me, they look out for the Governor. 

For His Excellency's information. 
(Signed) JoHN Btra.,"ET, C.C. 

Letter from the Chief Moshe.sl1 w tl~ High Commissioner. 
Thaba Bosigo, 3 juillet, 1861. 

GaA.~ OnEF,-Moi, Moshesh, roi des Bassoutos, je suis satisfait de 
la maniere dont vous avez garde mon fils Tsekelo dans la colonie ; en 
faisant ainsi vous m'avez fait beaucoup d'honneur. En le rem·oyant 
chez sou pere, vous avez agi comme un chef. Ce fils me donnait du 
souci, son retour m'a fait plaisir. 

J'ai maintenaut a vous faire part d'un grand sujet de tristesse. 
Mon fils Mashupa et Poshuli et plusieurs autres petits chefs se s.mt 
eutins contre mes ordres et ont parte la guerre chez les Amnponda. 
Ils donnent pour raison quo c'est a cause cles chevaux pris a mon fils 
Nehemia, mais moi, Moshesh, je dis qu'ils y ont ete poussis pur de;; 
desirs d'eufants. Ceux chez qui ils se reudireut pour leur faire la 
guerre furent iuformes a l'avnnce, et ils eurent le temps de faire partir 
le betail avant l'arrivee de mou fils. Ce dernier, quand il vit cela. 
rebroussa chemin, mais les Amaponda les poursuiverent et il s'en 
suivit un combat dans lequel plusieurs Amaponda furent tues ou blt-s­
si~s. Cette guerre m'a cause une vive douleur, neanmoin j'espere que 
tout se terminera la et que cette affoire ne nous attirera pas d'aut!"\.'S 
di•sagreements. 

Nehemia m'a informe que vous aviez re<;us une lettre de Mr. Shep­
stone, et d'apres cette lettre le fils de Panda aurait fait allianee avt>e 
mon tils Letsie pour faire la guerre aux Anglais. De telle paroles. je 
ne ce~se de les nier, ce ne sont que des mensongcs. Il est vrai que 
des envoyi·s du fils de Panda ont visite mon fils aiue et que mon fil,­
aini· lui meme a envoy£· des amhassadeurs au fils de Panda, selon 
notrc coutume, mais non pas dans le tens de la lettre de ?rlr. Shepstone. 
,T'ai tenu moi-mt',me une assemlJlee publique au sujet des aml1as­
isan.pur1, du fils de Panda, et tout s'est pusse publiquement. Il est 
,lan~ nos mrom·s et coutumes qu'un fils de chef entre en relation avec 
lP fils d'un autro ehef. :Notre maitre a tous, celui do Pauda et lt> 
mien, c'est le gouvernement anglais. Voila pourquoi j'ai eproul"t­
de la peine qnand ces nouvelles mo sont parveuues. Je vous salut>. 
Grand Chef. J e suis votre serviteur. 

(Sign,,) MosHESH. 
(S0al of Mo;;mrn). 

Pour copil· c:onforme a la lottre i·c:rito sous la dictee de Mo:;;he,:;h. 
(Signe) T. JorssE. 
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Despatch from tlie High Commim·o11or to the Secrelar.lJ of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 22nd July, 1861. 
MY LoRD DuKE,-l have the honour to transmit for Your Grace's 

information the copy of a report I have received from Mr. Burnet 
relating the result of an expedition recently made by the Basutos into 
Kaffraria proper, reg1uding which Your Grace will probably see 
accounts published in the papers.-! have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Despatcl1 from tl1e High Co111111issio11cr to flu• Secrdar!J of State for the 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 23rd July, 1861. 
){y LoRD DuKE,-Leutenant-Governor Scott upon the 5th of July 

wrote to your Grace enclosing a confidential report from Mr. 
Shepstone upon the state of the Zulu country, and regarding 
intrigues which were being carried on between a son of Moshesh and 
a son of Panda. In this confidential report, Mr. Shepstone in stating 
how he acquired this information, adds, "I cannot mention any of 
the names of these perf'ons for obvious reasons, I believe that the 
knowledge transpiring in the Zulu country that I had acquired this 
information from Zulu subjects, W<'uld I fear sacrifice the lives of all 
who held any conversation with rue during my visit." 

2. Upon a reference to this correspondence your Grace will find 
that Mr. Shepstone wrote this confidential report on the 22nd of June, 
that Lieutenant-Governor Scott transmitted it to Your Grace on the 
5th of July, and to myself upon the 6th of July, 14 days after 
Mr. Shepstone wrote his confidential report containing secrets to be so 
jealously guarded. 

3. From the enclosed letter from Moshesh dated the 3rd of July 
( that is three days before the Lieutenant-Governor wrote to me) Your 
Grace will find that that Chief, 11robably fearing that instant step11 
might be taken against him if the alleged intrigues became known, 
wrote to me that Mr. Shepstone had written such a report, of which 
he gives the purport, assuring me that the statements in it were 
untrue. Had it not been for Moshe:;h's fears, we should never have 
known that he had such accurate intelligcnee, but I think that the 
circumstances whieh have now transpired will convince Your Grace 
with what rapidity and certainty the,;e Kaflirs acquire intelligence, 
and how extensive must be the ramifications by which they collect it 
and mature their present plots. Jt could hardly have been believed 
that when the Lieutenant-Goveruor of Natal on the 6th of July was 
carefully transmitting a confidential report against a sou of Moshesh, 
that 3 days before that date this Chief should have been writing to me 
hegging me not to believe the statements in the report as they were 
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untrue. I do not, however, myself place implicit reliance upon the 
allegations of Moshcsh, and I . thiuk his sons should be most 
carefully watched. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Extracts from a Letter of tli8 Ciril Commissioner of .A.liwal Nwth t-0 the 
High. CnmmisRioner. 

Aliwal North, 29th July, 1861. 
Mr. Orpen has just put into my hands as a document sent to him 

from Moshesh through the missionary Jousse for adrice a draft, in 
Mr. Attorney Roberts' (late Free State Attorney) handwriting, of a 
law to be made for giving effect to the Ga Bokhotso Treaty, sent by 
Pretorius. to Moshesh many months ago. It appears that Moshe~h 
has done nothing in the matter, and will do nothing. He has not the 
slighest confidence in anybody, British, Colonial, Free State, or 
Ra,.uto, save only in himself. "I am Basutoland." 

M:oshesh, in spite of all my friend Orpen's bolstering up, will newr 
be anJ1hing but a gn,at humbug, an old liar and deeeiver, without 
one partide of truth, faith, honesty, or sincerity. Major Warden'1, 
words are true: "you cannot trust Moshesh." 

(Signed) JORN Bt,RXET. 

Extract from a IJepatcli of the Higl1 Commissiomr to the Serretary of 
State for tlu: Colonies. 

Cape Town, 31st July, 1861. 
8. I have received information which satisfies me that the Orange 

Free State Authorities, alarmed at the reports which they like myself 
can only now hM·e heard, are vigorously preparing for a war with 
the Basuto Nation. Moshei,h's lc>tter to me of the 3rd July, of which 
I transmitted Your Grace a copy in my despatch of the 23rd instant, 
i,hows also that he is seriously alarmed at the sui,picions we entc>rtain 
of him. and at some of the events which are taking place. A con­
sideration of thcr-e <'ircumstances, and of the movements which Kr,,,Ji 
had ruatle. satisfied me that if any weakening of our force in our 
proper part at. this moment took place so as to afford the Kaffirs the 
h-ast hope> of a suece>ssful rising whiht we are engage>d with Cetywayo 
in I\atal. that n simultaneous movement would take place of largt' 
hodic>s of the>m. and we should again have a Knffir war, and a wry 
bad one. upon our hands. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

IJc8patcli from tlte H,:qlt Commis8ioner to the Secretar!J of Stnte for tl,t 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 8th August, 1861. 
MY Lonn DuKE,-On the 6th instant I transmitted to Your Graee 

a Memornntlum in which I stated my fears lt,st the Grir1uas should be 
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induced to join the Basutos, if some settl0ment of their case was not 
speedily come to. I have now the -honour to enclose an extract from 
a letter which I received last night, informing me that a proposal to 
this effect has been made by Moshesh to the Griquas, and is now 
under their consideration. Should it become necessary now to take 
immediate action in the Gricp1a case, I will do so, knowing how 
favourably Your Grace will interpret every action which has for its 
object the security of any part of Her Majesty's Empire. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. GREY. 

Ldter from tl1e High Commi~sioner to tl1e Cliirf .llosl11'sl1. 

Cape Town, Hth August, 1861. 
GREAT CmEF Mos11Es11,-Before quitting the Colony I think it 

right as an old friend of yours to write to you, wishing you good-bye. 
I hope happiness and prosperity and good order may be the lot of 
yourself and of your people, and that you may continue to preserve 
peace as a most inestimable treasure. 

I received your letter of the 3rd of July. in which you stated that 
you had been informed that Mr. Shepstone had written to me to tell 
rue you were plotting war against the English. It was very wise and 
right of you thus at once to write frankly, denying these reports as 
soon as you knew that they would reach me. 

I am sorry that no complete settlement has yet been come to of your 
relations with the British Government, which you would regard as 
altogether satisfactory to me before leaving the Colony. I have 
written to the Home Government to know if they would approve of 
an Agent being sent speeially to en,p1ire into your wishes, who when 
he had fully Mcertained these, could with you reduce them to writing 
in such form that they could be dearly understood. My sucee;:sor will 
write further to you on this subject. Iu the meantime I wish yomself 
and your children farewell. Good-bye. From your friend. 

(Sig~ed) G. GREY. 

J)espatch from the H19h Commissioner to the Secretary of State for tlw 
Colonies. 

Cape Town, 14th August, 1861. 

MY LoRD Dt:KE,-Before quitting the Colony, I beg to bring un­
der Your Grace's notice the present state of our relations with the 
Basuto Chief Moshesh, which are such as to keep him in a continued 
state of discomfort and anxiety. His restle-ssness has recently mani­
fested itself strongly in the case of the Zulu intrigues. 

2. Moshesh from time to time sends in letters to this Government, 
vague from his not understanding exactly what he wants, from his 
ignorance of our customs, and vaguer still from his custom of using 
figurative language. I enclose for JOUJ" information the copy of a fot-
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tcr this Chief plaecd in the hands of His Royal Highness Princ-e 
Alfred, praying it might be laid before the Queen. Moshesh after­
wards substituted another letter in place of this, but still so vague, 
that I coulrl not understand what he really desired. 

3. I am now told that his present restlessness in part arises from his 
thinking himself neglected, and I am of opinion that it would be just 
to him to send a special Agent carefully to listen to his wishes, and 
after a conference with him which must from his manner and habits be 
a long one, to take down in det'lil his requests, in order that they may 
be thoroughly understood, and then sent on to the Home Government. 
I should have appointed Mr. Orpen to this duty, and have sent hiru 
at once to Moshesh, but I think it not impossible that he may now, at 
once, ask to be made a British subject, and if he did this, embarrass­
ments might arise, if Your Grace had not previously been consulted. 
I therefore bog to recommend that Your Grace would approve of the ,-
course I have above alluded to being carried out, or that you would 
give such other instructions as you may think best suited to the cir­
cumstances of the case. I have, &c., 

I (Signed) 

;J/r. Tim Soclm's ;J/issioit to .Jfosliesh. 
(From the F,·ic,"l ,if tl,e F,·te Stale of 4th October, 1S61.) 

G. GREY. 

Mr. Landdrost Yan Soelen returned on Tuesday last from Basuto­
land, after spending some eight days at Thaba Bosigo. So far 
as we can hear, it appears that Mr. Van Soelen was at first re<·ci,·ed 
in a very frienclly manner by Moshesh and his people. The para­
mount chief of all the Basutos promised to instruct Paulus Moperi to 
accompany Mr. Van Soelen for the purpose of making the new line, 
and everything seemed to be going on prosperously, so prosperously 
indeed as even to excite the astonishment of the missionary there 
resident. But alas! a change came o'er the spirit of the dream, and 
it was not fated that affairs should be brought to a satisfactory 
termination. 

After calling a meeting of his sons, councillors, headmen, &c., 
Moshesh, as we are given to understand, sC'nt a letter in the Kailir 
language by one of his sons, informing Mr. Van Soelen that it would 
Le better for him to return home; that it appeared to him that the 
President only wished to bring him (Moshcsh) into trouble; that he 
knew nothing about the line, and what is more he didn't wish to know 
aught concerning it or to have anything to do with it; that his p<'r,plt 
did not steal, but that was more than he could say for th<' Born! and 
further, that he found his people averse to entering into any 
negotiations with tho Free State at present. ThP aboYe, we belieYe 
to be substantially the result of Mr. Van Soelen's visit; but we have 
not as yet been favoured with any written report for puhlicaticm. 
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We fully expect the Presi<lent will. on his retum from Gric1ualan1l. 
think it necessary to call together the Executive Council to deliberate 
on this matter. '\Ve fear the ahsence of Sir George Grey from South 
Africa has something to do with the bumptiousness of the Basuto 
chieftain. The prestige of Sir George Grey's name alone went far to 
conserve peace among the different tribes of this country. '\Ye 
sincerely hope a war may be averted; for there hi nothing we think 
so much to be deplored as the prospect of future hostilities. '\Ve do 
not however see dearly how a war is to be long postponed unless 
Moshesh thinks proper to listen to any reasonable demands made upon 
him by our Government. 

11th October, 1861. 
'\Ve are now informed that the Basuto chieftain did not tell Mr. Van 

Soelen in so many words that he had better return home, but merely 
gave him to understand that after mature consideration he (Moshesh) 
was not prC'pared to fulfil his promisC's ; and after this it was of course 
useless for Mr. Van Soelen to remain longer. For the information of 
our readers at a distance, who are doubtless expecting to hear, in 
consequence of what we reported last weL•k, that a war is inevitable. 
we beg to state that affairs between tho Stato Government and 
Moshesh at present remain in statu quo. 

'\Ve have just heard, 'on the bC'st authority, that Moshesh's son 
arrived here yesterday, and that he is the bearer of a letter from his 
father to the President. expressive of his most eamest wishes for 
peace and friendship with this State. He (Moshcsh) further says that 
it is his daily prayer that p1'111'1' may on<lure to the end of his days. 

IJnpatch from the Sn·rdrtr!/ of State for t!te Colonfrs to tl,e 0J!iar ad-
111i11i~tai119 f!te Gorerum,·11! of t!te Cape of Guod JI,,p1,. 

Downing Street, 1 ith October, 186 l. 
Srn,-I have had uncler my consi<lerntion Sir G. Grey's Despatch of 

the Hth of August, aud I have to convey to you my authority for 
sending a special agent to the Chief Moshesh. for the purpose of 
correctly ascertaining his wishes, in order that they may be communi­
cated to Her Majesty's Government. I have, &c., 

(Signed) NEWCASTLE. 

Letter from tl1e Chief lloroko to the Pre8idi,nt of the Orauge Free State. 
Thnba Bosigo, 2lsten October, 1861. 

Zeer Goeerde Heer,-In verseheidene kouranten verklaringen 
gclezen hebbende dat alle Inboorlingen van Zuid Afrika zouden eC'n 
geheim verbond gesloten hebben oru op een zeker dag den wittcn mnn 
in bet Overvanlsche GroudgebiC'd, in do Oranjo Vrijstaat, en in de 
Colonien van Natal en de Oostelijke Provincie der Kaap de Goe<le 
Boop te ovenallen, etc., etc., en ziendti dat er velo menschen daaraon 
gelooven, en daaruit kwaad moot ontstaan: 
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Zoo bctuige ik }1iPrnwde openlijk dat, voor ik zulks in de kouranti>n 
zag, ik nooit eens danrvan gehoord hebbe, nog minder in zulk t't;n 
goheime verbond zou bedecligd wezen. W el kan ik niet voor andere 
kleurlingen rekenschap geven, noch alles weten wat in Zuid Afrika 
mag gebeuren, maar zoo ver als ik weet, en ondervinding hebbe, muet 
ik verklaren dat zulke rapporten ganschelijk ongegrond zijn. 

Mij aangaande, zou ik denken er waren nog sommige oude boerrn 
ann het leven, welko, als zij wouden, konden betuigen wat er gezind­
heid ik van het beginne tegen den witten man aan den dag gelegd. Of 
zoude bet heel te maal in vergetenheid gekomen we1:en op welke 
manier ik de boeren heb opgenomen ten dage buns ongeluks, toen 
Mozelekntse hun bij Vaal Rivier kwaad gedaan? Zouden mijne 
beesten al te maal dood wezen, welke ik toen aan de menschen 
verdeelde ? Er wordt zeker niet meer aangedacht wie de man was 
welke hun den weg ~oonde naar Mozelekatf.<e, en door wiens hulp zij 
bet Overvaalsche Grondgebied ingenomen. Zoude ook den Hoogedele 
President schoon ontvallen wezen wie hem beschermde toen hij nog 
een kind was in Retiers tijd? ,vaar zou nu wel Piet Uys en zijne 
menschen wezen met mijne paarden? Of was niet gisteren nog 
Moroko een schild voor de Vrijstant in de Basuto oorlog, en moet hij 
niet nu nog daarvoor lijden? Hoe het mogelijk mug wezen, nu dat 
Moroko oud is, en niemand geen aanstoot geeft, en redelijk zijn eigen 
brood eet, hoe het mogelijk kan wezen dat hij nu zou in een geheim 
verbond staan tegen don witten man ! Geloof dit wie blind genoeg is. 

?tfijnheer President, ik bevel mij in God's hand, en in U. Ed's. 
welgeneigdheid, en verblijf met hoogaehting, etc., 

(Geteekend) MoRoxo. 

Account of a1i lnterrie10 befomm tl,e Lmuldro~t of Bliie11ifo11tei,i and the 
Chief .Jloslu•f/h. 

(Supplied by Mr. J. M. Orpen to the Civil Commis:iioner of Aliwal North.) 

The account given in the Friend of the Free State of Mr. Vo.n Soelen's 
mission to Moshesh wus founded upon false information. 

Mr. Van Soelen arrived at Thaba Bosigo on the 23rd September, 
and it so happened that Moshesh h,t<l summoned a Meeting of his 
Council. After se,eral interviews, l\Ioshesh answered in writing the 
four points of the Free State : -

Point 1.-Thefts of cattle and horses by Molitsnne's people. 
Ans,cer.-" ,ve beg the boers who have been refused permis,-ion to 

follow the traces of their cattle and horses to proceed to the Chief 
Molitsane, that they may be known. It is promised to assist them to 
recover their cattle." 

Poi11t 2.-The people of Molapo (son of Moshesh) live on the farms 
of Boers. Moshesh must order them to leave these farms. 

Aw11cer.-" Name the farms in question. We cannot receive accu­
sations without grounds." 
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Mr. Van Soelen cannot do so. 
P()int 3.-The Pre;.ident asks 'l"l"hen are the polieP to eo111111.·ncc duty, 

who is their Captain? Let some one go 'l"l"ith l\Ir. Van Sot:>len to point 
out the spot for the police. And what does 1\Ioshc•~h think of tht> 
regulations which the President has submitted to him 'l"l"ith rt:>gard to 
the police? Does he approve of them, reject them, or what does he 
say to them? 

A1wccr.-" If Pretorius wishes to have a police foree, he is frt,e to 
have one, but in his own country, and with his own people. Mo:shesh 
also has his in his own country, and they can co-operate." 

Point 4.-The President requests that l\Ioperi mav go with Mr. 
Van Soelen, and see if the beacon~ erected on the boundary of tho 
Winburg district still exist. 

An~wer.-" Since nobody knows whPre the boundary is. it is not 
thought well to send Moperi, whieh would be in fact to acknowledge 
that it is there." 

This was all that took place, and Van Soelen left. 
Some days after his departure, Moshesh caused a letter to be writ­

ten to Pretorius to the following effect :-
" Do not be annoyed at my refusal to seud :Moperi with 1\Ir. Vnn 

Soelen along the Winburg line. It is a mntter with regnrd to whieh 
I am not clear, and it is not necessary to trouhle the peace of the C1)1m­

try about it." 
This letter was to have been carried by Da,icl, hi,; scm ( of tht> grrat 

wife), but for some reason David sent. his minor brother Tsekelo iu 
his place to Bloemfontein, as stated in tho Friend. 

The President did not answer Mosbesh in ,Hiting; bnt Tsekelo 
brought back a verbal mes;,age, "That the President saw the Basutos 
desired war, and they would be responsible for the bloodshrd.'' 

If Tsekelo :i:eports trnly, what become~ of the assurance of the 
Frimd that Tsekelo's arrival has made all peace ? 

Since the above took place, the President has gone to the Transvaal 
country. The story currrnt in the Free State is that he has gone to 
help the people there to put their affairs right. The Ba!rntos suppose 
that his object is to get a,,sist1rn!:e against thC'm. 

The above is the statement of the Rev. Mr. Jl)usse, French Mission­
ary at Thaba Bosigo, who acted as interproter between Moshesh and 
Van Soelen. 

One of the orators of the Basntos during the conference said in re­
i;pect of the ,Vinbnrg line: "Is there nny one lwre who was prC'~ent 
on that line when beac,,ns wero plae,_•d in tho time of 8ikonyela and 
Gert Taaibosch? Are tbo Basutos the ht>ir,, of Sikonyela and Taai­
bosch, that a limit should be imposrd on thrm whieh they had not 
made themselves? We know the boundary line along which Sir 
George Grey placed beacons, but with regard to any other we knmv 
nothing about them." 
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The Orator Ilmuatscatsane then put several que:,tion:s to Van Soelc>n, 
to none of which he could give any answer. 

Letter from tlw Ciril C'11lllllliw'o11er of Ali1cal .1.Yorth to tl1e Secrdary t-0 
tlie ll1:1l1 Com1,1188io11er. 

Aliwal North. -1th November, 1861. 
Srn,-1 have the honour to enclose, for the information of Hit! 

Excc>llc>nt·y the Lieut.-Governor administering the Government, copy 
of a corumunirntiou reeoived yesterday froru Mr. Joseph M. Orpen, 
and containing partieulars of the interview between the Landdrost of 
Blocrufoutein and the Chief Moshesh. I have, &c. 

(Signed) JonN BuRXET. 

Crrtificate !/iren by .Jloslu·sh. 

Thaba Bosigo, 24th November, 1861. 
This is to certify that a robbc>ry and murder has been committed in 

n:y country, that a Bastard who was in charge of the property but 
who had ab~condcd was Eiuspected of the robbery, search was mado 
for the Bastard, whose name was Hendrik Jonkcrs, a place was found 
in the field where some Kaffir herds who had seen a white man kill 
the Bastard, they know the white man and the horse which he was 
riding, the man who was su1,pected was apprehended and the horse 
was also pointed out by the witue~s. his clothing they also describPd, 
he was taken to Thaba Bosigo and tried by the Chief Moshesh for the 
mur<ler of the Bastard, he is an Englishman, his name is ,v illiaw 
Robinson, the evidence was very strong against him, the witness 
swore to him as the white man whom they had seen tie the wrists and 
aneles of the Bastard and beat his head on the rocks. Moshesh in 
summing up the case told Robinson it was very plain that he had 
killed the Bastard, but that he (Moshesh) would not kill him, but that 
he would write to the English Government to know what was to be 
done with the prisoner. He was to remain a prisoner at Thaba Bosigo 
uutil an answer was received from the Government. 

By the order of Moshesh, 
(Signe~) TsEKELO MosnEsn. 

Ldft•r from the Cl,ief Jlloslieslt to f11e Hi9l1 Commissioner. 

Thaba Bosigo, 6th December, 1861. 
Srn.-1 han' the honour to present Your Excellency my respectful 

salntation upon your arrival in the Colony. 
I h,;,vo 1·eeeived the letter which His Exct'll('Ucy Sir George Grey 

wrote bi1ltling-mo farc>wcll; in it he alluded to my desires with regard 
to my relations with Her Majesty's Government, and mentioned thn.t 
he had recomm('Uded that au agent should be sent to me. 

I beg Your Excellency also to support ruy petition; and since there 

D,g,tized by Goog I e 



1861 J B.\SUTOL.UH> RECORDS. 603 

appears to be still some douht as to the precise nature of my wishes, 
I hrg Your Excellency, lest this should cause any delay, to lay this 
letter before the Quefm, for I desire now to explain distinctly my 
views with regard to my pa!lt relations with Her Majesty's Govern­
ment and my wishes for the future. 

It is well known that when subjects of Her Majesty began to enter 
my country, and I met some of them about the year 1833, I asked 
them to tell their Chief on their return that I desired an alliance, and 
from the time I first became known to Government I have been its 
friend and virtually its ally ; it is now nearly thirty years. 

On the 30th May, 1842, I wr~te to Governor Napier asking for a 
written treaty. In that letter I opened my heart, and told him how 
I honoured and trusted the English Government, and how I saw that 
we natives could not live and prosper, save under the care of the 
Queen, and now I think so still. 

In the year 1843 a written treaty was granted to me by which I 
became the child of the Queen, and on account of it I continue still 
Her child, for, notwithstanding many and great troul,les, I have 
always kept that covenant faithfully, and I cling to Her still. 

On the 30th June, 1845, His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland 
proposed to me an additional treaty founded on the first, and I agreed 
to it. By that agreement I gave up at his request, for the U!le of Her 
Majesty's emigrant subjects, a part of my country which had been 
acknowledged to be mine in my former treaty, and Government bound 
itself to restrain those subjects beyond the limits which I had assigned 
to them, and which were agreed to to prevent their molesting me, and 
even to protect me with troops if necessary, and now, though those 
limits have been broken through and removed nearer to me. the treaty 
still ex-ists. I may even say I bought it with that land, and the land 
has never been returned to me. 

On the 27th January, 1848, Sir Harry Smith proposed to me at 
Winburg an agreement, and it was made strong between us in writing 
that day. Upon that writing, so far as my country was concerned, 
was built Sir Harry Smith's proclamation of Her Majesty's para­
mount authority over the country between the Vaal and the Orange 
rivers, but the agreement itself, and all that ,ms done by its power, 
was based upon my original treaties. The written agreement itself 
styles our arrangement •· this day's cc111c11t,,d alliance." It cannot be 
said to have destroyed that which it cemented; my original treaties 
therefore continued still in force. 

And if Sir Harry Smith's proclamation of the Queen's paramount 
authority (3rd February, 1848) be rend, it will also show that, notwith­
standing it, I continued to be an ally of Her l\Iajrsty as I was before, 
although placed under the Quern as a Chief of my own people. 

For these reasons I have always believed that my alliance was not 
destroyed, when Her Majesty revoked Sir Harry Smith's proclamation 
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of Her authority beyond the Orange (River). It was merely the 
removal of a superstructure, and the old foundations, whic·h were 
my original treaties, remained still firm, and in effect His Excellency 
Sir George Clerk, Special Commi8sioner, who carried out the mea;;.ure 
of abandoning the country, never told me that by his doing so my 
alliance would ceai,e to exist. He spoke to me at Platberg, onlJ one 
month before the abandonment of my future relations with H,•r 
Majesty's Government. "\Ve spoke together of a very dose c·on­
nection, and the appointment of a special representative of Her 
Majesty to reside with or near me. He said I "might rely on 
"General Cathcart's choosing a fit person." All this he related in his 
Despatch of the 1-tth January, 18~, in which he strongly recom­
mended such an appointment, and in his Despatch of the 10th 
November, 1853, he calls my old and still existing treaty, "the 
most formal document of the kind in our time executed in South 
Africa." 

His Excellency Sir George Clerk, afterwards in his convention of 
the 23rd February, by which he gave the people of the Free State 
the right to govern themselves, did say, "the British Government 
"has no alliance whatever with any native tribes northward of the 
" Orange River, save that with Adam Kok, and no wish or intklntion 
"to enter into any treaties 1chicl; u:ould be prejudicial to the interests of 
"the Orange River Government." 

In this thing, however, I think Sir George Clerk was deceived; but 
it is to be seen in his Despatches that though he may have considered 
my treaty technically void, yet he strongly advised that the relationship 
should not be broken off altogether. He thought the abandonment 
made such an alteration in our affairs that some new arrangements 
were required between us. Ile wrote in his Despatch of the 1..Jth 
January, 1854, "The advantages are considerable in lea,·ing matters 
" between us and Aioshesh on a footing which does not prohibit a 
" closer connection hereafter," and he did leave affairs in such a state, 
11nd refused to bind Government not to resume such a close connection, 
and it is this for which I have been waiting, and now ask. 

As for me, I have never been told that my alliance had been 
broken, but I have been as if forgott~n ; I have found myself left 
alone, and have suffered much in consequence. I do not know why 
Sir George Clerk denied my alliance on that occasion ; but I have 
heard that he is said to have thought the unhappy collisions which 
took pluce between my people and Her Majesty's troops amounted to 
1rr11·, and therefore destroyed my alliance, for it is said war is a flood 
which destroys the traces of the past. 

Although I speak of these collisions, I do so with very great pain ; 
but I wish to be received again by the (lueen, and am anxious to 
sweep away every obstacle which stands in my way, and this is just 
the greatest obstacle, and that by which any one looking into my 
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petition would at first be blinded. But I do not wish to contest that 
the Basuto were without fault; no, for I a('knowledged at the timo 
and asked forgirnness, and it was granted to nw, and I still ask that it 
may indeed be forgotten altogether. But I dC'nJ that I have era been 
the enemy of the Queen. The collisions were two. In both instances 
my people were on the defensive. The first was in June 1851 at 
Viervoet. Major ,varden, the British Resident, then attacked my 
people with the troops and many natives, and denounced me as 
the enemy of the Queen, but I continually protested against that 
untruth, and begged for investigation, particularly in my letter to 
l\Iajor Warden and Sir Harry Smith of the 7th and 13th October. 
I restrained my people as well a3 I was able, and for 18 months after 
the attack, until Cathcart came, it was not war, though l\Iajor 
"\Varden continued to cause much confu~ion in the land by setting 
tribes against me whom h~ called allies, and gin-e ammunition, and 
they often attacked me both before and after that day at Vier,·oet, 
without restraint from him. • 

"rhen after 18 months General Cathcart, the Governor, came, he 
came to investigate, as I had begged. Long before he came he wrote 
to say he would come to visit " as a friend." He came in pC'a<'e 
and not in war. He said this in his proclamation at the time when he 
came, and he repeated it again in his letter to me of the 13th Murch 
1 S5-l, "I come amongst you in the Queen's name to administer 
justice and right equally to all, not to make war, but to settle di8pUtC's 
and establish the blessings of peace.'' 

It could not therefore have been on account of anything whid1 
happened before Cathcart came that Sir George l1crk it< said to have 
thought my treaty broken by war, and he also l1i1,1sdf says, in his 
Despateh of the 10th November, 1853 :-The Basntos newr really 
offended Government till the end of 1852, that is till Cathcart came 
(December 1852). This offence, for which I grieve to this dny, was 
the struggling of children against a father's chastisement. I beggt>d 
forgiYOness that very same day, and it was granted me with a ph'as(•d 
heart, and the child remained his father's ehild still. 

Sir George Cathcart him,;elf considered his measures at Berea "a 
,·indication of sovereign authority," "a chasti;,ement." "the levying 
of a fine by force," "administering justice in the Queen's name," not 
war. It was an act of that authority proclaimed on the 3rd February 
b-18, and built upon by agreement of the 2ith January 18-18. whieh 
cemented the deep foundations of my original treaties. "rith its 
causes and consequences it was confined within those walls, and did 
not disturb the ancient foundation. 

Sir George Cathcart was at first deceived. He thought it }JOssible 
for me in the short time of three days to raise the immense fine of tt•11 
thon!:'and head of cattle, which was then first demanded from me, fu1· 
before that no number had been specified. Tho demand was 
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unexpected, but I collected all I could, foUI" thousand, and paid them 
to him, and was collecting more when he advanced and seized by 
force six thousand more; and my people fought that day, but that 
same day I wrote in haste and said, "My Chief, I beg you to bi' 
satisfied with what you have taken, you have shown your power, you 
have chastised, let it be enough I pray you ; " and when Cathcart 
wr~te back he praised me for the message I had sent, and said 
'' l\foshesh, I consider your past obligations fulfilled, I am not angry 
with your people for fighting in defence of their property." 

I have said Sir George Cathcart was at first deceived, but he was 
an honourable and noble sohlier, and before his death he left me this 
testimonial and assurance in his letter to me of the 13th March 18-'>4: 
he said, "I rejoice to believe that you are and always have been well 
disposed towards the British Government, and a true and loyal 
friend to our gracious Queen. I shall not fail to assure Her Majesty 
of this my favourable and sineere opinion as soon as I have an 
opportunity, and you may be assured that Her Majesty will be e,er 
favourably disposed towards you so long as you continue so." 

I treasure this letter, for who was more competent than he to judge 
of my conduct on that occasion ? And with regard to the causes 
of this attack, he laid the whole blame on Major Warden. He 
explained these causes in his Minute of the 20th May 1853, and in his 
De,;patf"h of tho 1-tth April. He says of him, "In support of 
unjustifiable aggression he had recruited petty Native Chieftains 
on the side of Government, and had openly instigated thom to annoy 
and vex the Basutos, who!'le by no means ill-disposed Chief he had 
denouncorl as the enemy of the Queen.'' He says further that if war 
had been declared it was very questionable whether justice and good 
faith would he found on the side supported by Government;" and he 
explains that he had thought it necessary, in vindication of the 
Queen's supremiwy, to establish, by an exhibition of power, that 
auth ;rity whil'h the Briti,;h Resident had compromised by his acts. 

Un these grounds I bog that generosity may be shown me, and 
that my treaty may not be considered void on account of the resistanl't' 
offered at Berea, which was forgiven that day in the name of the 
Queen. 

But I can also show that I was at once, after that resistance, 
lh•liherately and formally recognised to be still the ally of the Queen. 
and was reported to her l\Iinistors as sueL. 

Ou the 3ru January 1853, l\Ir. Green. the Briti:;h Resident, wrote to 
me that I, l\Ioslil'sh, nqw that pence was restoreu, was still an ·• ally 
of the Queen of Euglanu." His Excellency Sir G. Cathl'art mentions. 
in his De~patl'h of the 15th l\larch 1 t.!53, that this letter was written 
acr,,rding to his instructions; aud l\lr. Green also mentious in his 
lettt>r of the 30th March 1853, that he had personally informed me of 
Sir G. Catlwart's approval of it; and again Sir G. Cathcart himself, 
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in his Despatch of the 13th January 1853, mentions me as "a 
valuable and willing ally cf no small power." But even if it could bo 
said we did so deeply offend Her Majesty that we have been 
unworthy of her countenance, and cast off since that day at Bere!!, or 
that we were ahandoned at the same time us the country, thm 
I would ask that our conduct since that day should be rernemhered, 
for we have continued to do our duty aecording to the treaty, and 
throughout all this long darkness we have clung to the Queen 
for years. 

In February 1857 I became aware that war bad been determined 
against me by Mr. Boshof, late President of the Free State. I re­
membered my duty, and submitted all questions in dispute. between 
us to His Excellency Sir George Grey's decision, calling him "my 
Father," for he was in the place of the Queen. I begged him by my 
alliance tc, interfere and prevent war, and mediate between us; and I 
begged Mr. Boshof also to join me in calling in the Governor. 

The dispute was about a boundary line claimed by the Free State. 
It was an old line, which Major Warden, the British Resident, had 
once made by force; but every subsequent representative of the Queen 
had declared it to be withdrawn, and to haYe been an unjustifiable 
aggression, for though he had made it by the power of Sir Harry 
Smith's prodamation of the sovereignty, it was an infraction of my 
agreement of the 2ith January 1848, upon which that prorlamation 
was founded. It robbed me of a great part of my country and thou-
1<ands of my people, and both these were reserved to me in that agree­
ment, and my boundaries had been guaranteed in my former treaties. 

In March 1858, Mr. Boshof made war upon me on aecount of this 
line. Presently, however, circumstances, whieh he explainc>d at the 
time in his letter to Sir G. Grey, led him to ask for peace through the 
mediation of His Excellency. Then one word from Her Majesty"s 
representative caused me to make peace, and put my whole case in his 
hands, for I remembered my duty. But I did not forget my people 
and my country, and when I aceepted mediation, I c>laimed, in my let­
ter t-0 Sir G. Grey. that peace should be guaranteed to me. so that I 
~hould not be similarly attacked again (May 28, 18,j8). 

I then, at Sir George Grey's desire, offered a boundary line. He 
said it was ,ery fair and liberal. The Free State asked more. 
Through Sir G. Grey's mediation I gave it, and even after the line 
was dl'tineJ in the treaty of peaC'e, alterations were made which gave 
them still more. and I submitted to it. 

"' e now thought our faults would indeed be forgotten. and that the 
face which had been averted from us would shine on us again. 

I and my people kept the peace which Sir George Grey had madt', 
nnd though they suffl'red from famine, Wl're emaciated with huug1'r, 
were retlueed to eat the seed of grass in the fh,lds. and many nearly 
dit>d, they ahstainod from obtaining food by reprisals. 
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And now we say, can the Queen suffer Her children to be attacked 
again with their hands bound, while those who attack us are furnished 
with cannon and guns and ammunition by Her Government? I haYe 
always said we were forgotten, but for a moment. I still trust in Her 
jnstiee and humanity, th('reforo I now ask to be recognized as Her 
snhj<'et. and that my subjects, tll0 Ba:mtos, may, on account of and 
through my chieftainship, he Iler subjects too. 

I a~k this of Her genr:rosity, for we have nothing to offer in ex­
change but our gratitude and fidelity; though, if it were asked, or 
necessary, every llasuto would willingly offer his life in Her service, 
and, as I did in 18-!6 and 18-18, I would again feel pain when she felt 
pain, and make Iler cncmies my enemies. 

I do not wi~h to involve Government in wars on my account, my 
only longing is for peace and rest ; and I know that if I were but 
rnceived. no one would ever think of attacking me. As f~r me, it is 
known that I novor mako war unless I am attacked, and, besides, did 
I not give poace in tho midst of war atone word from the Governor? 
and would I not, were there an)ihing wrong on my side which would 
cause war, with all my heart remove it, if he asked me? 

I am not perhaps altogether unable to defend my own country, but 
this I am una Lle to do-to keop from it the constant expectation of 
beiug attacked; this does my people no good. Such security Gov­
ernment alone can give me. It is, therefore, that I ask to be received. 
that my people may never again be disturbed -with thoughts of war, 
and may build and cultivate, and grow in civilization. 

If it should please Her Majesty to appoint an agent to reside -with 
me a11d cowmunieuto with me, and be Her ears and eyes, (such an 
appuiutment as Sir George Clerk recommended, and Sir George Grey 
abu spoke of.) I would receive him with gladness. It is an arrrange· 
rnent provided even in my original treaty, and had it been carried out, 
runeh misc·hicf might have been prevented. 

Though I desire pea1.:o much and al,ove all things, yet, after it, I do 
desire also that powder and such supplies should be allowed to rcal·h 
us in sud1 measure as our conduet shows us to be deserving of con­
fidence. I Leg this favour, because whe11 these things are prohibited 
my po:sition is dittl1.:ult. for this gives power to the arguments of those 
who say it is tho tixcd determination of Government to give the 
natin, tril.,es uo prutedion, a11d to dt>prive them of the means of 
r;elf-protectiuu. This thing, believed by some, constantly excites evil 
amuug people 011 both sides of my frontier. (Sir G. Grey knew this 
l,,ug agu, and dt'darcd that such a policy was unjust. and he said it 
ag-ain in his memorandum of the :2,th July last.) I Lt>g it also be­
t:aU:<(• my treaties girn it to me, and because it is a me,tns of obtaining 
fu\)tl fur thtl poor anh)11g tho Basuto, and indeed all tho game in thl, 
c,>tlllll'.)' rir:;t l,donge,l to U:,. 

I a:<k this of Guwrume11t very fr, ely, for even the Free State gives 
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these things to the natives under its government (as Jan Letelle). Bir 
George Grey also promised to recommend that thi1:1 should be allowed 
me. 

If I should be received I would wish that the land of the Basuto 
11hould continue to be fl!cognised as mine, a11 it remains at present, for 
other tribes dispute it with me. 

On the south my line touches the Colony, it is partly the Orange 
River, then the Tees up to its source, thence along the range dividing 
the waters which flow to the Kraai and Orange rivers, to where that 
range reaches the Quathlamba Mountain11 dividing the waters which 
flow towards Kaffraria from those flowing westwards. 

In one part my country extends beyond the Quathlamba. It is 
where my son Nehemiah is established. The boundaries of this part 
as they have been agreed upon with the surrounding native tribes. I 
cannot to-day exactly describe, but I will shortly point them out to 
Your Excellency in a letter. 

On the west my boundary is the Free State. 
I do not anticipate that the inhabitants of the Free State will have 

any objection to make against my being received, for the thing I ask 
is a security for peace between us, and those who desire war and 
cause it are in all lands few, and those who suffer by it many. Besides, 
the document they have received from the Queen giving thtm the 
right to govern themselves, gives them no right whatever to object 
either to my being received or to my receiving ammunition. No such 
promise was ever made to them or implied, and even if it were, my 
alliance is older than their independence. 

If Your Excellency can giTe me any encouraging information upon 
the subject of my application, it will gratify me exceedingly and be 
of service to me. 

I shall be very grateful to receive an answer in assurance that my 
letter has received Your Excellency's favourable consideration. I 
have, &c., 

Mark X of MosuEsa. 

Mo,!u,h at Homt. 
(From a Correspondent of the Friend of tlu Fr,e State, 13th December, 1861). 

At 11 o'clock, accompanied by the missionaries, we climbed the 
famous mountain residence of the great paramount chief of the Basutos. 
We accomplished this feat in 42 minutes, admiring the while the 
military tactics of Mosh08h in choosing such a place for defence. 

On arriving on the mountain we were met by Tsekelo Moshesh, who 
ushered us into the house of Moshesh-a large thatched building 
about 70 feet long, containing a sitting and several bedrootns 
furnished with four-posters, tables, chairs, &c. We remained seated 
for about an hour, during which there was a running to and fro of 
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l\Iosln·;;lt'1-1 srJn·anis with soyc,ral suits of uniform and mufti, takin~ 
0110 out and liri11gi11g the samo back again. At last we received 
n m0ssnge from tho kiug- that he was coming-, but a quarter of an 
hour h,>wov0r Plaps1•1l 11ftcr this intimation before he came, when his 
aITival was anuouneed by sorno salutation in Sesuto which I did not 
cakh. 

Then l\foshesh, n hale, hearty man of some 6) or 65 years ol<l, 
dad iu a g('Deral's rich uniform ovar which he had a blue cloth 
military clonk, with a lllilitary holm€t on his head, and accompanic.J. 
by his eouncillors, George and Tsokclo Moshesh, and two ambassadors 
from Pan<la and two from Sekwati, entered the apartment, and a 
g·l'1t<'r:1l intro,ludion l,y George between us, the strangers of the party, 
and tho chid took pla,'.e, and then we again seated ourselves. The 
noxt operation was luying the cloth null bringing in a handsome 
ehina tea service and several condiments. After partaking this meal. 
l\[1·. Ilol\·ell pre~•mttetl his gift, n handsome railway wrapper made> of 
liµ:ht lJlue pilot cloth, vory ht>avy and hairy, lined with bright scarlc,t 
cloth untl braided. Mo~hesh was highly d(llightl'd with this presc•nt. 
allll put it ou his shoulders a la Poncho. Mr. Van Broekhuizen then. 
in the name of Professor Hofmeyr of Cape Town, presented the kin;; 
with a handsome pocket lrnife, which he admired very much. lli. 
Yan Broekhuizcn then gave his present, a richly ornamented pipe. 
At this l\foshesh looked in a very peculiar manner; and one of his 
sons bHg-an to laugh so h<·artily that we all caught the infection and 
lnughtid too, without knowing why our risible faculties wero b('ing 
excited ; hut nt last th(J murder came out. Moshesh hated smoking 
and had a great aversion to a pipe, especially since bis powd(•r 
magazine nearly caught fire in consPquence of a smoker's carelt>;.sue,;;; 
and had issued a eounterblast against smoking at Tlmba Bosigo. 
The chief however took the will for the deed, and put away the pipe 
1101011g the numerous presents presented to him from time to time. 
Mr. l\Iurtin, the partner of Mr. Ferreira at Natal, thou presented the 
chief with a handsome silver mounted Malacca whip, which the old 
chief immediately began to crack to the e'l"ident discomfort of his 
sa hle attendant:,. 

:Mr. Ifowdl th<'n announced the object of his visit. There was to 
he a g-r11at exhibition of the arts and manufactures of all nations, to 
be held in London next year. Every country, France included, was 
s(mding artieks to this Exhibition. The Nat.al Government had 
appoinh'd a commisl-ion to carry out this object in parts of South Afrir·a; 
aud he (Mr. II.) had been honoured by thu.t commission with a mis­
bion to the great. Chief, in order to endeavour to procure from him, if 
he folt disposed, art8 and manufactures of his country, whieh, if given. 
would be exhibited as coming from him ; and the Great Queen of 
England, and her son the Prince Alfred, whom Moshesh had met, and 
1he p(•op1P of Englaml, to whom Moshesh's name was not unknown. 
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woulcl sec these thing,;, and Moshosh might depend upon it that the 
commission would be grateful in th<'ir acknowlodgmont, should he 
kin<lly g-ivo them the artic·les ho cunltl 1<pare. Moslwsh then asked for 
a sp\•eifit>d list of such artides required, and Mr. Howell then gave 
him a list issued hy the Natal Government, with the signature of 
Major Erskino, tho SPerotnry to Government. After a short pause 
l\fo,;hPsh rPplil·<l that his sou G\•orge Moshosh had that day n>turnPcl 
from Natal, autl that he hntl been most kindly treated by Hi8 
Excdlt•m·y tho Govcmor. and Mr. Shop,,-tone, and that he felt vory 
happy that it was in his power to ol,lige the conunission appointed by 
tlw Oornrnor, anrl that ho was too glad that he could oblige his 
frinnd Mr. Ilowell, for whom he had a grout esteem. "Go on, stay, 
as you like," saitl the chief, "I will got togethc>r as 'luiekly ll8 

possi!Jle all the art ides I can proenre in this list; wlwu I lmve them 
<,olh•cted I shall sen<l a l'hid to you, and you cau come and receive 
them 1111d forward them to the commission." 

l\Cr. Van Broekhuizen thrn said that as a Christian minister he 
woultl do his utmost to 0 preserve peaceful relations on the part of the 
Boers with tho Basutos, and hopod Moshesh woultl do so also on the 
part of his people, at whieh Uoshcsh was much pleased. 

A short time ufterwarcls l\loshcsh said this WU8 a dtty of pleasure, 
so ho would eschew politics, althoug-h he woul<l havo liked to sny 
somPthing- ; but here friou<ls had met friends, and why not spend the 
day happily. 

Ilaving now rcmain<'<l four hours on the mountain, wo took leave 
of the chief. 

Lrlftr frnm th~ Adin!J Colo11inl Sl'('1·tfnry lo tl,r l'l,irf .. llosl1e.,!1. 

Cape To;n1, 2/lth December, 18/ll. 
G1tF..\T C111EF Mos1rnrn,-The Licut;•nant Go,·ornor administering 

the GovC'rnment of tho Capo of Good Hope informs Moshosh that his 
ll'tter to Orwernor "\VodL•house of the Gth l>f>cember has been received, 
and upon llis Exeelleucy's arrival in the Colony will be delivered to 
him. 

His Exeell<'ll<'Y further acquaints l\foshesh that Iler 1'fojesty the 
Qun<'n hns, upon the rc>presentation of Sir G<'orge Grey, authorizPd tho 
Governor of this Colony to depute somo fit all(l propc>r person or 
porsons to proce<id to Thaha Bof<i~o to eunfn with him aud tu asl'ertain 
pr1Jcisely what are his views aud wishes relative to his present and 
future relations with Her Government, aurl that thc>se llireetions will 
ho carried into effect n:;, soon 118 His Excllllency shall have decided 
upon one or moro gentlemen to whom ho may entrust thi11 duty. 

(SignC'd) R SorTIIBY. 
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