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PREFACE. \ 

THE CAPE or Goon HoPE, from its geographical po!lition, must 
unquestionably be considered as one of the most important and valu
able depc>ndende~ ot' the British crown. It comprehends a apace of 
about 120,000 square miles, and contains, according to the l_atest 
census, a population of 145,000 inhabitants. Its surface is irregular, 
and greatly vaned in respect to fertility. In many parts the ,oil is 
rich, and vegetation luxuriant ; in others, there are large tracts of 
sandy desert, without moisture, and producing nothing but a few 
stunted shrubs, or patches of sickly verdure, of little aid to the sup
port of animal life. A country of this character is not calculated, 
and never can, maintain a de111e population ; and hence we find the 
inbahitants scattered over an extent of surface which, at first view, 
appears extraordinary. Taking this colony, however, on the whole, 
it must be pronounced as extremely fertile, and possessing vast 
capabilities for improvement. It produces all the necessaries, and 
most of the luxu1ies, of life. It is rich :n cattle and sheep. Favored 
also with a climate of equable temperature; neither exposed to the 
aco~hing rays of a tropical san, or the piercing blasts of a more 
northern latitude ; it is particularly favorable to the health and lon
gevity of its inhabitants. Its commercial caplbilities are thus 
summ~ up by one of the moat intelligent writers on the Cape :-It 
offers " a midway station between Europe and the East Indies; one 
month's sail from the Brazils and Buenos Ayres; less from Mauritius, 
Bourbon, Madagascar, Mozambique, and the eastern parts of 
Africa; it appears to be in possession of the ch<>icest site for the 
trade of the eastern and western world."• 

•"The Cape or Good Hope In 1822," by tbe late W.W. Bird, Esq. 
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IV PREFACE. 

On two sides of this extensive tract of country we have the Atlantic 
and the Indian oceans. On the other two it is bounded on the east by 
the country of the Amakosa and Abatembu Ka.firs, and on the north 
by that occupied respectively by the Qriquas or Bastards, the Co
rannas, the Bushmen, and the Namaquas. To defend this inland 
boundary, extending at least 800 miles, a system has been adopted 
peculiar to the cclony, under the general name of the "Com
mando System," and which simply means a levy or muster of 
the inhabitants under proper officers, appointed from amongst 
themselves by government for mutual defence. Thus they may be 
considered as a sort of militia, but without that attention to discipline 
which is paid to such corps, both at home and in British America. 
Such a system is not only rational, but it is one to which the people 
are compelled to resort by a principle of self-preservation, inasmuch 
as the only military force employed for the defence of this long line 
of boundary has scarcely ever exceeded the amount of 800 men. 

Along the greater part or the northern boundary the country is of 
that description as not to require or admit of military defence. Large 
tracts of territory beyond are very thinly inhabited, presenting little 
more than a succession of arid deserts. But few inhabitants are met 
with save the solitary hunter, or occasionally a predatory band, asso
ciated for the express purpose of plundering the colonial farmer ; and 
who brave the perils of the wilderness to execute their bold and too 
often bloody enterprises. When these forays are· attended by deeds 
of peculiar atrocity-as the murder of a family, or the destruction of 
a farm-and such acts have been of too frequent occurrence-the in
habitants are called out on "Commando," or, in other words, to pursue 
the plunderers,-to recover, if possible, the stolen property ,-and to 
punish the guilty parties for the crimes committed. On the eastern 
boundary the case is widely different. Instead of being defended by 
extensive wastes, affording little or no sustenance for human life, the 
country adjoining the colony iA this direction is alike beautiful and 
fertile. Hence it is thickly populated, and that by a bold and active 
people, accustomed to the use of weapons from their childhood, and 
who have but very faint perceptions of moral right to deter them from 
the commission of acts of the most flagrant dishonesty. The whole 
of the eastern frontier districts exhibit, at this day, the most striking 
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vestiges of the savage warfare which has been waged by these bar
barians against the colonial farmers. Numerous ruins of farm houses, 
many of them very large and substantial premises, display the ferocity 
with which their possessors have been driven from their homes by 
these daring and warlike people. To defend the inhabitants against 
such inroads, the British government has appropriated the slender 
force we have stated ; but as this has been found totally insufficient 
for the purpose, it has been customary, as on the northern frontier, 
whenever it has been deemed necessary to repel o, punish the barba
rian hordes for their daring inroads, to associate with the military a 
certain number of the inhabitants,-the whole force, when assembled, 
being called a "Commando." 

The general object, as well as the term itself, having been grossly 
misrepresented, it appears desirable that the public should be unde
ceived and set right on a matter, to the Cape colonists, of consider
able importance. Hitherto no record has been kept, o~ at least 
published, of the actual proceedings of a commando ; and hence, 
when calumny on the subject has been industrioulsy circulated through 
the world, it has been at best but partially contradicted and exposed. 
The inhabitants of this frontier have now the means at hand of ob
viating this : with the PRESS established amongst them they have the 
opportunity of exhibiting all their public proceedwgs to the full and 
open glare of public opinion. 

In preparing this Narrative for publication, the compiler has aimed 
at nothing beyond a plain, unvarnished relation of facts. Most of 
the occurrences detailed ha,•e already appeared in the columns of the 
"Graham's Town Journal,'' hut being interspersed with other 
matter, it was considered desirable that the whole should be re-pub
lished in a more convenient form for reference ; that the several events, 
and a number of important public documents, should be arranged 
consecutively ; and that such emendations or additions should be 
made as information obtained since their original publication might 
point out as necessary. With respect to that thread of narrative 
which has been used to connect the various incidents and papers, the 
compiler may be permitted to state that he attaches thereto no im
portance whatever : no attempt at effect has been aimed at, and if 
he be clearly understood, his object is entirely gained. 
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vi PREFACE, 

To those gentlemen who have so kindly communicated to him 
information on subjects which fell under their immediate observation, 
the compiler tenders his best thanks. To the Honorable Colonel 
SMITH, the Chief of the Staff, especially, be is under very great 
obligations for the readiness with which he furnished him, from time 
to time, with such particulars as prevented, at the moment, the possi
bility of a false impression being made on the public mind, either as 
to the extent of the danger to be apprehended, or of the character 
of the war in which the inhabitants found themselves so suddenly 
plunged. 

On this subject it was, and ltil1 is, extremely important to the future 
well-being of this settlement that the public should not be deceived. 
While, therefore, this point is secured, this little work may be perused 
hereafter with interest as a faithful record of the severe and trying 
difficulties which the early settlers of Albany, and the inhabitants 
of the frontier districts in generaJ, have bad to contend with in 
defence of '' their hearths," against the inroads of a barbarous, dis
honest, and treacherous people. And the compiler cannot but 
indulge in the pleasing hope, that the next generation of colonists, 
while they peruse these pages, may have cause of abundant gratitude 
to Goo that, by the efforts of their forefathers, they are not only 
spared from the horrors of barbarian inroads on tl1eir peaceful homes, 
but also from that humiliation and wrong which are the result of cruel 
and unprincipled misrepresentation. 
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Page 20-20th line from the bottom, for the "fort called Trompetter's ~ 
4• Drift," read/ord. • • 
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uni forward," read, whence a party of mounted men galloped 
forward. 

117-bottom line, for "r,ttlrn,d from tbe6eld of alaughter," read retired, 

ISS-aeventh line of second paragraph, for "the enemy throwed down," 
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135-fourtb line from bottom of first paragraph, for dffllOllltation, read 
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wu dt,troyld. 
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221- twelth line from bottom, for dlpffldmt, read up,nda,u. 

223-fifth line from bottom, for "obliged to do ao," read, obliged to maA. it. 

224-sixth line, for dependmu, read, d4p,ndana,, 
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A NARR AT I VE, &c . 
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CHAPTER I. 

Events preceding the v,ar,-Suspicious conduct of Hintza,
Affray with E,uign Sparks,--with Lint. Sldton,-Proceed
ings of the Ka.firs at the Chumie,-Plan of Macomo and 
Tyali ,o entrap Col. Somerset,-Murder of Traders in 
Kajirlat&d,-Sipaultaneous inroads of the enemy along the 
frontier line, from the sea to the Winterberg,-Murder of 
M(lp()ny and Henderson-of J. Shaw and Cramer-of A. 
Forbes and Kirkman,-Abandonment of Bathurst,-Gallant 
behaviour of the Ferreiras,-Proceedings at Oliphant', Hoek, 
-at Salem,-at Theopolis,-of the Farmers of the Winter
berg under Greyling,-at the Kat River Settlement,-Case of , 
the Troder Bourne,-Measures of the inhabitants for de
fence,-Arrival of Col. Smith. 

HISTORY does not furnish an example where a barbarous 
people have been more essentially benefitted by their 
proximity to a civilized communit1, than have the Kafir 
tribes of South Africa, by their adJacency to the colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope. Of course we do not go back to 
a later period than when it became a possession of the 
British crown. We have nothing to do with any mis
management of previous governments. Captured by the 
British arms, anil afterwards ceded to the British nation, 
it is sufficient to shew that we, as a people, have not abused 
our trust, without attemptinf ~ invalidate the title of those 
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2 EARLY HISTORY, 

: from whom our right is derived,-and which right has been 
bonorably and openly obtained, and fully recognized by 
every civilize(} power. 

Whoevl!r will take the trouble to refer to writers upon 
Kaff raria-on whom the slightest depc.ndence can be 
placed-will find thllt the people of that country, up to 
the final cession of tliis colony to the British in 1806, were 
living in a state of great wretchedness and poverty. The 
sovereign power divided amongst a number of despotic 
chiefs, who were continually incited by their ungovernable 
passions to aggressions upon each other,-the country to_rfl "'. 
-to pieces by its intestine commotions,-and the people boW,• • 
to the earth by a grindmg, despotic, feudal system, and 
debased and brutalized by cruel and obscene customs and 
ceremonies. It may be said emphatically, that they" lived 
without Gon and without hope in the world." Nor had 
any harbinger of mercy as yet proclaimed to them " peace 
on earth, good-will towards men." 

No sooner, however, had Great Britain gained possession 
of this colony, than the hand of benevolence was stretched 
out to benefit and raise them in the scale of humanity. · In 
1799, only four years after its first capture by the British 
arms, we find a mission entering the Kafir country, 
proclaiming to the barb~rian tribes the truths of christiauity, 
and introducing amongst them the arts of civilization, and 
the usages of social life. We have shewn in our introduc
tory remarks the reception which the devoted men engaged 
in this work of benevolence met with ;-that their message 
was despised-their Ii ves aimed at,-and that, after suffering 
the _greatest hardships, and being driven from place to. 
place, they were finally compelled to seek shelter within 
the colonial boundary. We have also described the state 
of the eastern division of the colony at and immediately sub
sequent to its falling into the hands of the British,-that the 
whole, from the mountains of George to the Fish River, 
presented one dismal scene of' anarchy and confusion·. The 
colonist,--driven from their peaceful homes, their habitations 
pillaged and burnt, and their cattle carried off by the 
savages-were wandering from place to place, associated in 
companies for mutual defence, reduced to the most 
abject wretchedness, and exposed to constant and imminent 
danger. 
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tRON1'1.£R POLICY. 3 

With respect to the policy towards the Ka6rs o( the 
Britii,h agthorities-, on assuming the goveri1ment ·of the 
c~lony, it is ad mitred on all hands-:even· by those who 
have been most unspanng in'their censure·s on the colonists 
..:...that it was at this period unquestionably eharaeterizP.d by 
a spirit of justice and benevolence. The most strenuous 
efforts were made to repress the disorder:! wlaich existed. 
Mr.· ·Barrow was sent on a mission to Kafh-land, the details 
of which are given fo his interesting, though in many 
points o( importance apocryphal, work~ the boundary, 
which bad been fixed' by agreement with the Kafirs by 
Ot>vernor van Plettenberg, as far back as 1 i78; was· again 
formally announced, and: a prohibition issued ~<l'&inst a 
violation of the Kafir territory under any pretence whatever. 
But_ notwithstanding every endeavour to conciliate and 
restrain the ravages of these barbarians-, they still continued 
their inroads within the colony, until at length these became 
so frequent and so formidable that, as we have scen,t Sir 
John Crado~k was compelled, in 181 l, to order out ·the_ 
whole disposable force of the colony, for the purpose of 
repelling thei-r aggressions,-the command being given to 
an officer,· whose head-quarters were established' on the 
spot where we now write, and on which has sprung up, as 
'by \l,agic, a town which is justly entitled to the rank of the 
Capital of the Eastern Province, when .considered either in 
reference to its amount of population, its trade, or the 
activity or enterpris~ of its inhabitants. 

Vigorous as were the measures adopted at this period, 
and benevolent as we..e the intentions · of the colonial 
government, yet they were attended with only a partial 
effect. , The -same daring outrages and depredations were 
committed on the colonists as before ; and although Lord 
C. H. Somerset used all bis ingenuity to correct this 

• The (gllowing strikiDg fM;t will illustrate our argument as ic>-the iD• 
creasing prosperity of the Kafirs. ID the year 1776 Mr. Barrow crossed 
the Colonial boundary, and had an interview with Gaika, who, he informs 
m, came to the place of meeting galloping upon an ox. Earl1 ill the p,e • 
..,., year, when a great meeting of the Kali,s was called at King William'• 
Town, by Col. Smith, the Commandant of the New Province,-the sons of 
Gaika attended with from six to eight hundred followers, mounted on capital 
horses. Yet thia is a nation which the good credulous people at home llave 
been taught to believe are about to perish by murders-by m,S&acres-or by 
want! · · 

t Videi Jotreductery Remarks, pages tt and ta. 
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4 SETTLEMENT OP ALBANY, 

state of aft'ai rs, and though he tried all the arts of per
suasion, and held out the most flattering promises to _the 
Kafirs, still it was unavailing ; their predatory incursions 
continued equally frequent and daring. All attempts to 
che'ck them only provoked retaliatory measures, until at 
length a combined and matured attack was made by them 
on the head-quarters of the military itself,-the failure of 
which may be reckoned more to the result of accident, than 
to foresight or good management. So narrow an escape 
could not but have the effect of awakening all the slumber
ing energies of the colonial government; and it was resolved 
on, botli as a just punishment for the daring aggression, 
and as a measure of paramount importance to the future 
security of the inland boundary, that the Kafirs should be 
required to fall back from the fastnesses of the Fi$h River 
to the Keiskamma ; thus paying a forfeiture for their 
temerity of a narrow strip of land, between the two rivers. 
Mild as was this punishment, and nece:ssary as it was for 
self-defence, yet this measure has been magnified into an act of 
the greatest injustice and cruelty, as being, m short, the actual 
cause of all the evils which have since befallen the colony. 
They, however, who contend for all this overlook the fact, 
that· the character of the Kafir has ever been the same ; 
and that his inroads upon the colonists before the cession 
of this territory were equally as daring and fiagitious, as 
they have been smce. 

It may indeed be proved that this measure had to a ve-ry 
considerable extent, the effect of allaying those disorders 
which had previously been so general along the whole line 
of frontier. In the mean time, by the arrival of the British 
Settlers, a friendly and mutually beneficial mtercourse was 
established, and the circumstances of the Kafir people began 
rapidly to improve. Useful articles of British manufacture 
were introduced in exchange for raw produce--improvements 
in agriculture and many useful arts were suggested and 
taught, whilst many devoted missionaries were interspersed 
throughout the country, incessantly and zealously employed 
in raising the people in the scale of society, and in making 
known to them the gospel of peace. 

Matters continued apparently in this favorable train until 
the middle M the year 1834-for although previous to this 
many misunderstandings had arisen, and the Kafirs were 
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IIURDBR OP PURCELL, 

evidently presuming on the impunity which they enjoyed in the 
commission of offences ;• yet nothing which could be con
strued into an act of open hostility was attempted, until 
about that period ; when the Chief Hintza removed from the 
most fertile part of hie territory, near the mission station of 
Butterworth, to the Amava, situated much farther to the 
northward, and which afforded him an opportwuty of com
municating with the Chiefs Macomo and l'yali-without being 
exposed to inconvenient observation. 

Just before this removal, viz: on the 13th July, the 
first unequivocal outrage was committed, by the murder in 
open day of the trader l>urcell. The circumstances attending 
this atrocious deed are worthy of record, inasmuch as in 
this case it will be seen that no provocation whatever was 
given,---and that this unfortunate man was butchered in cold 
blood, merely on the plea of refusing to violate, by trading, 
the sanctity of the christian Sabbath.t We are aware that 
it has been insidiously whispered, and even openly declared, 
that the bad conduct of the traders has· been one cause 
of the late agressions ; that by overbearing conduct and dis
honest practices, the Kafir people had been so highly exas
perated, as to resolve upon their extermination, and that the 
massacre which ultimately took place, was nothing more 
_thaa the penalty of their own misdoings. Sweeping charges 

• During the lut two or three yean the aim of the Kaan appean to 
laave beea directed moat particularly to the plWlder of hones. These u-
111redly were not required for 1u61iltmc, - a plea which has been urged for 
their addiction to cattle stealing-and hence it is a strong presumptive proof 
of their laaving long meditated and been preparing for an invasion of the 
colony. The followihg fact will suffice to shew the pertinacity with which 
at any risk they pursued their aim. A farmer living on the N. E. boWldary 
laad tr,/<4d in search of water and grus for hil famished herds. And having 
taken up a position on a favorahle 1pot-he resolved for the security of hil 
property to watch hil kraals during the night; he himself taking hil turn 
with his servants. One night however, having been on sentry till after 
midnight, he ret_ired to his wagon, which served as his bed-chamber- calling 
a domestic to relieve him in the duty of watehing the kraals. At this time 
all the horses were tied fast to the wagon. Shortly after the servant had 
been on guard, he heard an unusual noise on the lower aide of the lhtep 
kraal, and on proceeding to the spot, he found that a large gap bad been 
made in it, and that the sheep were escaping through the aperture. With 
considerable trouble he drove them back, and then eecurad the opening,
whilet, however, his attention was thus engaged, the wiley natives who 
had planned the whole affair, approached the wagon in which the farmer 
lay at rest,-untied all the horses, and succeeded in driving them clean oft', 

t Vide lntroduotory Remarkt, page ua. 
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6 EQl'lVOCAL CONDUCT OP HINTZA, 

of this kind can l>e seldom met; without attempting, therefore, 
to confute an assertion-where there is nothing tangible to 
fix upon, but which we know to be equally cruel and un
just-we may here observe, that the murder of Purcell 
has never been either excused or extenuated on the ground 
of his previous misconduct. On the contrary, we find him 
forfeiting his life through a punctilious regard for a christian 
ordinance. 

It would be tedious to cite every suspicious circumstance 
which transpired shortly subsequent to the murder of this 
trader. Suffice it to say, that numerous occurrences took 
place strongly indicative of that hostile feeling which ended 
in the Kafir tribes suddenly bursting into the colony, and 
laying waste a large extent of fertile territory. We have 
already remarked, that according to Kafir mterpretation, 
forbearance is weakness,-and hence we find that in perfect 
keeping with this sentiment, the conduct of the Kafirs gra
dually became more offensively daring .. Finding, however, 
that even the crime of Murder could be perpetrated with 
impunity, they soon began to doubt our power to chastise; 
and thus when a feeble attempt was made in the sequel to 
enforce the penalty of a daring inroad, the effort was met 
by determined resistance. A British officer had nearly fallen 
a victim to their resentment, and their plot being then 
nearly ripe for execution, the colony was entered in force 
simultaneously along · the whole line from the sea to the 
Wii\terberg, and those· dreadful excesses committed which 
form the subject matter of the following pages. 

It will be necessary to detail at length the first affair re
ferred to, many persons .having formed an opinion · from 
statements in cii-culation, that thu was the cause of all the 
disasters which immediately followed ; but for which there is 
not the slightest foundation. The overt acts of the case are 
b1iefly thus:-

On the 20th November, 1834, a farmer named F. Schee
pers, reported to the military officer commanding at Fort Will
shire, that three horses and a foal, the, property of a person 
named Joubert, had been stolen from a farm on the Koonap, 
the spoor or tra,ck of which had been followed until it led to a 
Kafir kraal belonging to the ChiefEno. The party in pursuit 
inquired atthis place for the captain of the kraal, but was informed 

\ none exercisingthatauthorityresided there. Theythenrequested 
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AFfl'AIR WITH ENSIGN SPARKS. 7 

to see Eno hiµ)self, and he being sent for, they informed him 
fully on the case,-showed him the spoor of the stolen horses 
leading to that identical spot, and agreed to wait patiently 
until he should · have had sufficient time to follow up the 
inquiry and discover the actual robbers. Eno promised to 
make the search, and appeared so satisfied of the criminality 
of his people, that he agreed, in the event of not pro
ducing the horses, to make compensation for them in cattle. 
With this understanding the parties remained at his kraal 
five days ; but finding at length that no .satisfaction was 
intended, Scheepers, as stated, proceeded to Fort Willshire, 
and reported the case. 

The officer, on receiving this report, dispatched next day 
a messenger to Eno, informing him that he should expect 
him to send in either the horses, or cattle of equal value, 
within a period of eight days,-and that in the event of his 
noncompliance, a patrole would be sent to take them by 
force of arms. This demand being equally disregarded 
as the former, a patrole, consisting of eleven men of the 
Mounted Rifles, and accompanied by four farmers-one of 
whom was the · owner of the stolen horses-marched for 
Eno's kraal. This was on the 2d Dec.-just twelve days 
after the commission of the robbery. On arriving at the 
kraal, the chief man was questioned respecting the lost pro
perty, but nothing could be elicited from him. Two of the 
patrole were then . ordered to dismout, and open the cattle 
kraal,-on which the man sullenly observed that the horses 
were not there. And on the officer ordering the cattle to be 
driven out, he further stated that Eno himself had already 
seized as compensation for the robbery, sixty head of cattle 
from that and a neighbouring kraal. On this he was told 
that he must request of Eno to return those cattle, they 
being about to take forty as restitution for the stolen pro
perty; This number was accordingly driven away-the Kafirs 
being permitted to select from the number all milch cattle. 

After eroceeding about a mile on their return, the officer 
was appr1zed by his men, that the Kafirs armed, and in con
siderable force, were following them. Shortly afterwards it was 
perceived from their movements that they intended to sur
round them. On this, five men of the party were ordered to 
check their- advance. The officer subsequently rode to 
the rear himself, and finding the enemy numerous, and their 
gestures menacing, he ordered a volley to be fired over their 
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8 APPAIR WITH BNSION SPARKS. 

heads. On this, they fell back, and the men in the rear 
rejoined their comrades. After marching about a mile and 
a half further, they were overtaken by a son of Eno's, named 
Stock. He was on horseback, and stated that his father 
was sending after them twenty head of cattle intended as 
compensation for the stolen horses. He also remarked, that 
he had turned back a great number of Kafirs who were pur
suing the patrole. Immediately after this conversation, the 
men halted for a few minutes, and on resuming their march, 
Stock returned with the intention, as he professed, of bringing 
up the cattle which he said were in the rear. The patrole 
proceeded quietly after this for about seven miles, when 
suddenly, a number of Kafirs was seen in a kloof, a few 
hundred yards to the right of the road. These rushed towards 
the cattle and endeavoured to retake them,-the soldiers were 
ordered to. extend themselves to the right and close in on 
the cattle, keeping them together. One Kafi.r seized the 
bridle of the horse rode by the corporal of the patrole, and 
menaced him with his assagai. By great exertion the cattle 
were at length disengaged from the Xafirs. Two troopers, 
with the four farmers, were then ordered to drive the cattle 
forward, while the rest were faced about and formed to resist 
the advance of the enemy-the officer informing them 
through an interpreter, that if they persisted in advancing, 
he should be compelled to fire on them. To this, one of 
them called out, "lt is a lie what is said, they dare not do 
it." The steadiness with which the party resisted the at
tack of the Kafirs, appeared to have the desired effect, as 
after following them for about two miles further, they retired. 
From this spot the patrole marched without interruption until 
they came in sight of the Fort. Here the cattle on crossing 
a ravine started off at full speed, and as the patrole had 
followed them closely, the officer was left a short distance 
in the rear. He had put his horse to a canter with the view 
of overtaking his party, when suddenly, a Kafi.r sprung from 
a clump of bushes, and hurled his assagai: 'fhe officer 
raised bis left arm so adroitly, as to receive the assagai 
~hrough it-and by this means ~caped the fatal blow e_vidently 
mtended. Dra~ !he assagai from the wounded bmb, he 
speedily rejoined hie'WIIII,, and being near the fort, he suc
ceeded in reaching it in a state of great exhaustation from loss 
of blood, but without further adventure. 

In this affair there are several strong points which m,Plt 

.... 

Digitized by --



CONDUCT OF ENO, 

not be lost sight of. It must be remembered that Eno was 
residing in .. the Ceded Territory on the tenure of good be
haviour; that whilst there his people had been continually 
making forays upon the cattle of the colonists; and that Eno 
himself was known to have been the instigator to the savage 
butchery of a whole family of colonists whilst crossing that 
country, under his protection, to the Missionary lnstiiution 
of W esleyville·* 1n the present instance, the horses had 
been cleady traced by the farmers to the kraals of his people. 
Every means had been used to obtain their restoration : Eno 
had been sent for, and was made fully aware of all the cir
cumstances, and the farmers had waited patiently for several 
days in hopes of obtaining redress. Finding this expecta
tion vain, they next apply to the military authorities, who 
also proceed with great mildness, and who manifest, _under 
very irritating circumstances, much praiseworthy forbearance. 
A period of eight days is allowed for the restoration of the 
stolen property, or an adequate compensation in lieu thereof; 
and when this is found unavailing, 31s a last resort the military 
are ordered to seize forty head of ,cattle by way of reprisal 
for the guilty act. This demand w'as by no means exorbitant. 
The value of the three horses and foal may be fairly estimated 
at Rds. 300, or £22 10s. whilst Kafir cattle driven promis
cuously from a kraal, cannot be valued at a higher rate than 
twelve shillings per head-thus giving a total of £24, and 
leaving an overplus of 30s.; a sum by no means sufficient 
to repay the farmers for their _loss of time-for the expense 
and labour of a long, dangerous, and harrassing journey in 
pursuit of the depredators-and for the anxiety both to 
themselves and to their families while· engaged on a service 
of this nature. 

In executing a duty of this description, it could not be ex
pected that such an open demonstration of resistance would be 
passed unnoticed. Justice and sound policy alike forbade it. 
Accordingly, the Commandant of the Frontier, Col. Somerset, 
no sooner received the report., than he collected a force of the 
Mounted Rifles, with which he proceeded in person from Fort 
Willshire on the morning of the 4th of December, along 
the same line as that taken by Ensign Sparks. This 
visit the Kafirs had evidently anticipated-and hence 

// 
./ • Vide Introduction, page lU. 3 B 
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10 INTERVIEW WITH THE COMMANDANT, 

had abandoned the whole of that tract of country, and 
passed over to the left bank of the Keiskamma. On this 
river the troops halted, and the Commandant despatched a 
messenger to Eno, requiring his attendance. This Chief, 
accompanied by a large force of Kafirs, made his appearance 
the same evening. He appeared alarmed, and endeavoured 
to persuade th~ Commandant that what had occurred wtts 
without his concw·rence-declaring, that the moment he heard 
of the commotion among his people·, he had sent his son to 
suppress it. Eno remained with the Commandant that night, 
and the next morning was officially informed by that officer 
that, as the attack on the patrole was most wanton and un
provoked, the permission granted to the people under the 
sub-chief Cassa, to reside on the right of the Keiskamma, 
would be immediately withdrawn. Adding, that not only 
had this indulgence been forfeited by the recent flagitious 
outrage, bµt that for a considerable time before, colonial 
cattle had been traced to and in the direction of their kraals ; 
that no reasonable doubt could be entertained of their being 
the parties engaged in these forays; although they had 
escaped detection and punishment by driving their herds over 
the traces of the stolen cattle, and thus rendering it impos
sible to follow them into their kraals. 

Eno was further informed by the Commandant, that he 
should establish himself on the Brack River, until his pa
troles had thoroughly cleared the country on the right bank 
of the Keiskamma of all Kafirs found between that point 
and the "Line Drift." And finally, he demanded 150 head 
of cattle, as restitution for those lately taken from the co
lonists, together with the stolen horses; acquainting him 
that in the event of his non-compliance, he should continue 
his operations until he had compelled him with all his 
followers to evacuate the Ceded Territory; a penalty which 
they had justly incurred by their own misconduct and breach 
of solemn engagement. No demur was made to these con
ditions,--on the contrary, Eno appeared so deirous to com
ply with them, that he directed his son Stock, with a body 
of Kafirs, tojlace himself under the command of the Com
mandant, an to assist him to the utmost of his power in 
collecting all the cattle and horses. The result of these 
measures was, that one hundred and thirty-seven head of 
cattle were obtamed, together with thirteen mares and foals
all of which were sent in' to· the Civil Commissioner for dis-
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AFFAIR WITH LIEUT. SUTTON. 11 

tribution amongst the plundered farmers. It was only by 
considerable difficulty that this small number of cattle was 
collected, the Kafirs having some days previously been ac.:. 
tively engaged in driving their herds across the Keiskamma 
into a place of security. 

eWhile these proceedings were going on towards the coast, 
• the Kafirs further to the northward manifested a most turbu
lent and daring spirit, continuing to encroach upon the Co
lony with their cattle, in spite of all the remonstrances used 
to induce them to remain within their proper boundary. On 
the 11th December, the Commandant reported this to the 
government,-at the same time stating, that the troops under 
his orders were much harassed, .but- that when they were 
rested and refreshed he should resume his operations. 

In accordance with this resolve, a party of the Mounted 
Rifles, under the command of Lieut. Sutton, of H. M. 75th 
Regt., was ordered to proceed on the morning of the same 
day, to the neighbourhood of the Umguela, and to 
dnve from thence all Kafirs found occupying that country. 
On arriving at this point, he found the Kafirs collected m 
considerable force,-and on requesting them to move across 
the boundary, they manifested a very evident intention to 
refuse compliance. The military, however, without having 
recourse to actual force, rode along the ridge which forms, on 
the Colonial side, the banks of the Gaga. . Throughout the 
greater part of this line, there we1·e no inhabitants, and they 
proceeded to destroy some kraals and huts which had been 
constructed by the Kafirs in a kloof near the Kat River 
Post,-and to which some horses stolen from Fort Beaufort a 
few days before had been, clearly traced. Near this spot they . 
captured a few cattle, and observing some more at a distance 
issuing from a kloof,* the officer detached a sergeant and 
six men to seize them; his orders being to secure a sufficient 
number of cattle, and then to inform the Kafirs that tpese 
would be detained until the stolen horses were restored. 

At this time the Kafirs manifested a disposition to make a 
.. 
• It is said on good authority that these cattle belonged to the Chief 

Tyali, and that by the orders of the confederate Chiefs, they were driven 
out purpo,e4y that they might be captured by the military-and thus 
furnish an ostensible plea for their subsequent outrages; the seizure 
of a Chiers cattle being, according to Kalir usuage, tantamount to a decw. 
ation of war. 
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12 A NARROW ESCAPE, 

determined resistance. They attempted to surround the officer 
and his men during the absence of the sergeant, and which 
was only defeated by the coolness and intrepidity with which 
the attacks were received. 

The sergeant having at length succeeded in capturing some 
of those cattle he had been sent in quest of, rejoined ~ • 
party; at which moment a general skirmish commenced,
the Kafirs fiercely attacking the soldiers, and taking advan
tage of the broken and sheltered country to assail them with 
their assagais. In this manner the military endeavoured to 
make good their retreat towards Fort Beaufort, keeping the 
body of Kafirs at bay by using their fire-arms. In spite, 
however, of every effort, the gallant little party was com
pletely nonplused,-the cattle :were driven down upon them 
and r~-captured. The night had come on as they ap
proached a spot where the road is flank~d on both sides by 
woody ravines, and here the Kafirs suddenly appeared in such 
great numbers, that it was found impracticable to proceed ; 
still, by a steady fire they kept off their assailants,-until, 
at the ve1y crisis of their fate, the musketry was heard at 
the Fort, and from thence they received an immediate rescue. 
During this skirmish, one of the Cape Corps was wounded 
by an assagai,-two Kafirs were killed, and two wounded. 
One of the latter, named Xo Xo (pronounced Klu Klu), 
was a brother ofTyali's. 

The proceedings immediately consequent on this affair 
are detailed by the Rev. Mr. Chalmers, then Missionary 
at the Chumie, in 'fyali's territory; and from his state
ment it appears, that on his return from Graham's Town
whither he had been on business-on the evening of the 
following day, 17th December, he was surprised and alarmed 
to find the whole population in a state of the highest excite
mei:it, Nothing particular transpired that night, but the next 
anorning Tyali waited on him, accompanied by his coun
sellors, and commanded him to write to the nearest Military 
Post, and to inquire why Xo Xo and his people had been 
killed.• This order was obeyed; but as nothing satisfactory 

-This is not to be understood in a literal sense, as the' following account given 
by Mr. Chalmers will sufficiently shew :- " Hearing Xo Xo was most severely 
wounded in the head, I thought it necessary to request my assistant, Mr. 
Weir, to accompaa.y me to Tisit him. We were never more aatonished when 

Digitized by Google 



PBOCE~DU(GS 4T TBK CHUMIE, 13 

was elicited, Mr. Chalmers entreated the Chief to proceed 
to the Post, and hold a personal interview with the military 
authority there. But this his counsellors, evidently pre-
parer\ for mischief, dissuaded him from doing, telling 
him that DO faith was to be placed in the white people. 

• During the whole of this and folJowiog day, the people 
· were making every' preparation for their intended attack. 

"Messengers," says Mr. Chalmers," were running to and fro 
across the country in every direction,"-whilst a deep-laid 
and daring sche111e was planned to entrap and get iuto 
their power Lieut.-Colouel S ,mcrsct, the Commandant of 
the Frnntier. 'fhe particulars of this transaction are de
tailed by Mr. C. in the following terms.-

" On the 19th December, Col. Somerset arrived at the Kat River 
Post, and sent down a messenger requesting me to desire the chief 
to wait upon him oo Saturday. Accordingly I despatched a 
man to Tyali, but he remained so long that I could not com
municate with Col. Somerset that evening. The message of the 
chief was, ' Col Somerset, I cannot see you nor speak with you 
until you explain to me why Eno's son was· murdered by your 
men? and why Sikou was killed by the hoers? and why my brother 
is killed in the head ?' I wrote this communication expecting to 
send it @rly in the morning of the 20th. But about two o'clock 
in the morning, a Kafir came to my house, as sent from Tyali 
(I learned afterwards that he had been despatched by the con
federate chiefs). I was directed by him not to transmit Tyali's 
former communication, but to write to the Colonel, and to inform 
him that Tyali would hold a conference with him at Chumie. 
That Tyali would only come with two attendants, and Col. So
merset must come with the same number, and they would talk over 
the matters in dispute,-as Chumie was a place of peace where 
God's word was preached, but the post was a place of war.' 

"Judging no evil, I wrote asrequested, and despatched the mes
senger at half-past five o'clock in the morning. Scarcely had he 
got out of sight when the Kafirs came pouring into the village from 
the direction of Tyali's kraal. In the course of a very few minutes 
the institution was surrounded by eight hundred or a thousand armed 
Kafirs, yelling and shouting as if they were triumphing over a fallen 

we entered Xo Xo's hut and found him looking a_s healthy as usual, having 
no bandage round the head, Ror any appearance of a wound, although his 
head was shaved. We asked to see the wound, and were surprised to find 
it a mere scratch. If any thing like shot had penetrated the skin it must 
laave been very small indeed.'' 
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14 PROCEEDINGS AT THE CHUMIE • 

. victim. I was astonished at this conduct, and proceeded to the 
foot of the village to ask what it all meant-and why they had 
broken the word of their Chief? When to my great astonishment, 
Tyali himself stood forth in the midst of them. I remonstrated 
with them on the deceitfulness of such conduct, and intreated them 
to go home ; but they answered me only with a horrid yell, and 
withdrew about four hundred yards, and sat down in ambush untia 
the messenger returned. F_ortunately the Colonel did not come ; 
and his answer being unsatisfactory, I had to write to him in the 
name of Tyali, challenging him ' to come and punish him, and 
take away his cattle.' This was about 9 A.M. and forthwith the 
Kafirs commenced a general slaughter of cattle and goats, which 
continued the whole of that day (Saturday 20th,) and during the 
greater part of the following Sabbath. In the meantime they had 
scouts sent out to watch the movements of Col. Somerset. On this 
Lord's day, they did what they pleased at the institution. On this 
day, I heard that Macoma and other chiefs had been lying behind 
Chuniie on Saturday morning, waiting the arrival of Col. Somerset, 
-and in the evening of this day (2lst,) Macomo sent out his men 
against the Colonists on the lower part of the Kat River. On the 
22d, all the Kafirs round Chumie were busily engaged in making 
shoes. · In the .afternoon the chief Tyali sent a messenger to me to 
state that ' the country was now broken, but that Kafir3 would do no 
injury to the traders or missionaries. Scat'cely had an hour elapsed 
after this communication when intelligence was received by me that 
the traders Rogers and Budding were murdered. On the 23d and 
24th, large bodies of armed Kafirs passed towards the colony : and 
a report was spread in Kafirland that Col. Somerset had been killed 
by his own soldiers. On the 26th, 27th, and 28th, the Kafirs 
returned with their booty highly elated with their success, and 
"speaking great. swelling words of vanity." So great was their 
arrogance that they came and told me to take charge of their wives 
and children, while they proceeded to the Salt Pans, near Pert 
Elizabeth, where they had determined to construct their cattle 
kraals and erect their huts.'' 

In addition to this statement given by Mr. Chalmers, 
some further light has been thrown upon the proceedings 
of the Kafirs, by a Gonaqua or Kafir woman, named Jaco
mina, formerly one of Gaika's wives, but since married to 
one of Macomo's warriors. From I her evidence it appears 
that the Chief Macomo sent for her husband early on the 
morning of the 20th December, and informed him that 
the Hottentots were going to join in an attack upon the 
Colonists. It does not indeed appear that there were 
any just grounds for this report-or that it was any 
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thing 1oore than a mere rumour propagated by the con
federate Chiefs, to inspire their followers with confidence
still it is quite certain that it was very generally circulated 
amongst and believed by the Kafir people. 

On Sunday the 21st December, the work cf devastation 
and murder was commenced. The first victim was a re
spectable Dutch farmer, named Buys, residing on the lower 
part of the Kat River. Towards midnight of the date 
named, a party of the barbarians reached his place,-they 
surrounded his house,-and on his going out and asking 
them what they wanted there at that late hour, a ruffian 
seized him by the collar while another plunged an assagai 
into his body. Having dispatched their victiin, they pil
laged the house and drove off the cattle. In the mean 
time, while engaged in this diabolical work, his wife with 
her six little children escaped by th~ back of the premises, 
and lay concealed in an adjacent jungle all night,-from 
whence the next day she succeeded in reaching a place of 
comparative security. ' 

The marauders next· attacked the farm of the Provi
sional Field-cornet Marthinus Wessels, a short distance 
lower do)Vn the Kat River. Here they carried off up
wards of 360 head of cattle-about 20 horses and mares,
set on fire and destroyed his house, with all its furniture, 
and killed one of his domestics named October. Havin~ 
saved one horse from the general wreck of property, a 
servant was dispatched shortly after midnight to Fort Will
shire, with the intelligence of their disastrous condition. 
This man on the way fell in with several large bodies of 
Kafirs on their march into the Colony. When they ap
proached him he secreted himself until they had passed, 
and then, by carefully listening for the advance of the 
marauders-whose footsteps and the rattling of their as-

. sagais were perfectly distinct amidst the stillness of night,
he succeeded in reaching the Fort. Here, however, he 
found the enemy in great force on the side next the river, 
and it was only after the lapse of se\'eral days that he was 
enabled to return in quest of his unfortunate master. 

On Monday the 22d December, the day following, reports 
reached Graham's Town of these alarming proceedings. 
The previous intelligence of the affairs in which Ensign 
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16 PLUNDEI\ OF MR. ROWSE's FARM, 

Sparks and Lieutenant Sutton were engaged,· unpleasant as 
they were, had not excited any serious apprehensions. The 
daring inroads of the Kafirs, and their turbulent conduct, 
had been su~jects of such frequent report latterly, that the 
affrays in question were not likely to engage any particular 
attefltion ; still less were the inhabitants prepared to expect 

• that a bolcl and simultaneous invasion of the colony would 
be made along the entire line of the Kafir boundary, from 
the sea to the Winterberg, a distance of ninety miles. The 
reports, however, now received were sufficient to excite the 
keenest interest, ancl to cause the most intense anxiety. At 
the first moment of alarm, several of the inhabitants, 
merchants ancl tradtrs, met together, and they finally 
resolved to patrol, on horseback, the environs of the Town 
during the night, and thus guard against the possibility of 
surprise. Military sentinels were likewise posted by Lieut.
Col. England on the most commanding heights around. 

The night passed, however, without any adventure, but 
the next day reports of the most distressing character kept 
poming into Town almost every hour. Not only were the 
excesses on the upper part of the Albany district confirmed, 
but it was fully known that large bodies of the enemy were 
ravaging the country and murdering the defenceless inhabi
tants along the whole line of boundary. At the farm of 
Mr. J. Howse, at the ford of the Fish River, called Trom
petter's Drift., they had swept off upwards of five hundred 
head of cattle and 2,600 sheep; whilst the messenger, who 
arrived breathless with the intelligence, stated that the hill 
descending to the farm from Kafirland, was literally covered 
with the marauders. 

As this farm lay on the direct route to Graham's Town, 
the most energetic measures were considered essential for its 
preservation. A public meeting of the inhabitants was, 
tlierefore, hastily announced, to be held at the Freemasons' 
Tavem, at which the Civil Commis~ioner and the military 
oflice1· in comma11d both attemled, and explained minutely 
the exact state of at·:·,,ir;;. From tliis moment decisfre steps 
were taken. The people at once f:aw their danger and pre
pared to meet it with skrnness. Measures, both offensive 
and defensive, were instantly adopted. The church was 
appropriated as a magazine and depot for fire arms, and as 
an asylum for women and children. The avenues around it 
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were blocked up witb wagons and defended by cannon; 
whilst night piquets of the inhabitants were despatched, well 
mounted and armed, to watch the main roads leading to 
Graham's Town from the K.afir country. Arms were issued 
to all who were able to use them, and, before the close of 
the day, the confusion had in a great degree given wa,r to 
order; whilst the whole town resounded with the din of 
martial preparation, and the brazen note of war. 

On this day some of the Kafir traders residing in K.afir
laod were barbarously butchered by the enemy. Amongst 
these may be named Robert RogP.rs, residing not far from 
the Chumie, in Tyali's country. This ill-fated man was 
murdered in the presence of his three children ; the eldest 
of whom, a daugh~r, got between the assassins and her 
parent, and endeavoured by her tears and cries to soften the 
obdurate hearts of the savages ; but they forcibly thrust her 
away, beating her with their kieries (or knob-sticks) while 
they perpetrated the wanton and savage butchery. The 
ni~ht previous to this Col. Somerset had passed at the Kat 
River post, situated on the Chumie heights, and commanding 
a view of the Kafir country. From this elevated height it 
was observed, on looking over the bills and dales below, 
that the numerous herds which usually graced and enlivened 
that neighbourhood had entirely disappeared, with the 
exception of a few head belonging to the missiona~es at the 
Chumie institution. The Commandant, before his arrival, 
had been traversing the country in every direction, endea
vouring to check the advance of the enemy; and this morn
ing be again started-having been reinforced by a party of 
mounted civilians from the Kat River, under the command 
of Field-cornet Groepe. He proceeded in• the direction of 
Block Drift, but the Kafirs had shifted their ground, and 
were only to be seen in detached bodies; and these, from 
the nature of the country, it was very difficult to come up 
with. Having bivouacked that night on the Mancanzana, 
Colonel Somerset resumed his march early the next morning, 
using the same exertions, . but with the same ill-success, to 
stop the advancing enemy. Leaving the Field-cornetGroepP. 
at the Mancanzana, in order to defend that pass into the 
colony, the Colonel himself rode to Fort Beaufort. Here 
he procured some fresh men, with whom he continued 
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his route across the country to Fort Willshire, using every 
endeavour on the way to intercept some of the numerous 
bodies of Kafirs which were pouring into the colony in that 
direction. It was not, however, the tact of the Kafirs to 
come into collision ; their aim evidently was to pass the 
colonial boundary in force, and to avoid any engagement 
until their plans were matured. The nature of the country 
was favorable to the success of this; and though pursued 
with great gallantry and zeal by the Colonel's party, _yet no 
effectual check could be given; while the officers and men 
were repeatedly thrown from their horses in consequence of 
the broken nature of the ground, and the obstructions 
which presented themselves to the rapid movements of 
cavalry. · 

On arriving at Fort Willshire the Colonel was informed 
that the enemy had that morning presented himself in great 
force on the hills around the Fort; but the garrison was too 
weak to admit of any offensive operations, except firing a few 
rounds from a piece of artillery, which, however, were perfectly 
futile, the enemy being beyond its range. At this Fort the 
Commandant received a despatch from Graham's Town, 
stating that the Kafirs were pouring into the colony on that 
part of the frontier in numbers quite as formidable as we 
have described further up. The men who rode this express 
stated that it was with the utmost difficulty they had made 
the journey, as the bush, throughout the extent of country 
crossed by them, was in possession of the marauders. In 
addition to this, intelligence was received at the Fort of the 
massacre of some of the traders in Kafirland, as well as of 
several farmers withm the colony. No time was to be lost; 
and as nothing could be done at Fort Willshire, the Colonel 
resolved to return to Beaufort Here despatches awaited 
him from Graham's Town ofa still more pressing character; 
these stated that the greatest alarm prevailed there, and 
that the scattered farmers and their families were flocking 
thither from every direction. Finding affairs in this despe
rate state, and satisfied that no effectual blow could be 
struck while the force under his command continued so 
widely dispersed, he resolved upon concentrating it; and 
he ultimately issued orders that the garrison of Fort Will
shire should fall back on Beaufort; that of the Chnmie, or 
Kat River Post, within the Kat River Settlemet, to a 
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remarkably strong position, where a post was subsequently 
estabhshed named "Fort Ade]aide." 

This day, Wednesday, the 23d December, the accounts 
received at Graham's Town were fearfu1ly distressing. It 
was known beyond the possibility of doubt that the entire 
line of boundary between Kafirland and the colony had been 
crossed by the invading barbarians; and at the same moment 
conviction flashed upon the mind that the whole of 
the scattered farmers might possibly be utterly destroyed 
before any kind of assistance could be rendered them. 
Every thing had been done by the local authorities for the 
general security: expresses had been sent off to the adjoining 
districts of Uitenhage and Graaff-Reinet for assistance, but 
it was known that long before succour could arrive from 
those distant points the work of destruction might be com
pleted. In looking to the military the prospect was almost 
equalJy gloomy. Colonel Somerset, who had been, as we 
have seen, making the most incessant exertions to stem the 
torrent, wrote this day from Beaufort explaining his situa
tion, and stating that his horses and his men were both 
completely exhausted by their harrassing duty. He had 
re-captured about 200 head of colonial cattle, and had slain 
forty of the enemy in the several skirmishes; but that it 
was utterly impossiblE> for him to afford reJief to the inhabi
tants of Graham's Town, or to offer any serious resistance to 
the advance of the invaders until his men were rested, or he 
should receive reinforcements. He added, that no burgher 
force could be mustered, as every man had to shift for him
self, and defend his own family in the best manner he could 
at the moment. 

Nothing can shew more clearly than this state of affairs 
the absurd ideas which had bt!en entertained by the Home 
Government in reference to the military defences along the 
land boundary of this colony. We know that the unpro
tected situation of the inhabitants had been forcibli de
scribed to His Majesty's Government by those well able to 
give decided opinions on the subject ; and 1t is matter of 
notoriety that the people themselves had been praying till 
their patience was exhausted for the adoption of a more 
rational system, and more adequate security to life and 
property. But these representations had been received with 
the utmost indifference and incredulity ; the most absurd 
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fables bad been listened to in preference to sober facts ; the 
wild dreams of speculative theorists, and the calumnious 
misrepresentations of artful mercenaries, had been considered 
of more worth than the lessons of experience, and the 
urgent representations of practical men. It may be de
sirable that this subject should not be misunderstood ; and 
as we have before us the Parliamentary Return of the amount 
of military force allowed for the defence of this extensive 
and important frontier immediately antecedent to this period, 
it is inserted for general information :-

, _ . ..,...,,.,._ Royal Artillery, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 
. ' . ' ·n' R l E . 20 . · ... ~', · · : ~ __ : oya n.g1neers, ............... . 

-:: · -_ 7 5th Reg1m~nt, . .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 482 
... ·_~,' . , · lVf ounted Rifles, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 226 
',... 'I • -

\ ; 
755 

-··-·. 
It was this day fully ascertained that the extensive and 

rugged country on both banks of the Fish River from De 
Brmn's Drift to the sea, a distance of forty miles, was in
fested in every part by the barbarian tribes. Messrs. Southey, 
respectable and enterprising traders and farmers residing at 
the fort called Trompetter's Drift, finding the danger immi
nent, had, at an early period, applied for and obtained the 
assistance of a military guard, consisting of five of the 
Mounted Rifles, under whose protection they endeavoured 
to effect their escape ; but in spite of every effort, the Kafirs 
surrounded them,--drove off their cattle, amounting to 800 
head, and way-laid and murdered a young man named John 
Shaw, a near relative of the family, who had quitted town 
to their assistance on the first news of their perilous situa
tion. Further up the river, the farm of Mr. E. Driver 
and the premises of Mr. Tomlinson were attacked during 
the night. Fortunately they both happened to have patroles 
there at the time, and they defended themselves so gallantly, 
that the assailants were forced to retire into the woody fast
nesses adjacent. All this day the a(frighted women and 
children kept pouring into town from the surrounding coun
try. Property of every kind was abandoned,-and many 
had so little time for escape, that they arrived with scarce 
any more property than the dress in which they were clad at 
the moment of alarm. 
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From the adjoining district of Somerset, the reports were 
of a like description. The Acting Civil Commissioner stated 
that he had received an express from the Field-comet Eras
mus, informing him that the enemy in great force had at
tacked the farmers along the Koonap and East Riet River,
that sooie had fallen by their assagais, and that the whole 
country was in a distressmg state of alarm and commotion. 

The danger being so imminent, another meeting of the 
inhabitants was held in the afternoon of this day, in St. 
George's Church,--at which the following "Provisional Re
gulations for the protection of Graham's Town," were pro
posed and adopted. 

1. Every man capable of bearing arms to be enrolled. 
2. Ten persons to be chosen as leaders of divisions. 
3. Ten alarm posts to be appointed for the divions to as-

semble at. . 
4. If possible, four divisions of mounted men to be formed 

of thirty men each. 
5. All officers and non-commissioned officers to report 

themselves as such. · 

6. Discharged and pensioned soldiers to report themselves, 
stating the rank they held when discharged, and to what 
corps they belonged. 

7. Companies not to exceed forty, and such a proportion 
of discharged &oldiers to be attached to each company, as 
the pumbers reported may admit of. 

8. A fine or other punishment, as may be deemed most 
expedient, to be inflicted on any person discharging fire-arms 
(unless in case of alarm) after sun-set. This fine will be 
rigorously enforced. 

9. Each inhabitant is requested to have a light placed in 
the window of his house during the hours of darkness. 
Should the moon be brilliant, the candles may be dispensed 
with. All canteens to be immediately shut : any infringe
ment to be severely punished. All Kafirs now in the town 
as servants, &c., to be placed under serveillance forthwith. 

10. Foot patroles to mount at sun set, and if possible to 
be _relieved (!very two hours. These patroles will be visited 
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by a military officer, and the strictest obedience to the orders 
of the person in charge is strongly enjoined. Any irregula
rity to be reported to tbe visiting officer. 

ll. Any well authenticated intelligence of the movements 
of the Kafirs, to be at once reported to the Commandant 
of the Town, Capt. Selwyn, at · the Church, the place of 
rendezvous ; or should he not be there, to the person ap
pointed to receive such reports for his information. 

12. The three Justices of the Peace to attend in rotation 
at the Church. 

13. Three mounted men to be in attendance at the Church. 
14. Five of the Inhabitants to set as a Committee for the 

purpose of communication with the several leaders of divi
sions, to receive reports, and to issue such instructions as 
may be deemed expedient. 

Before the close of the day, information was received of 
the murder·of a poor man named Robert Cramer. He was 
driving a few head of cattle along the road leading from the 
farm of Mahony, to that of a !!ettler named Purcell, where 
he resided, when he was suddenly attacked, and quickly: 
butchered by the savages. Two little girls, daughters of 
Purcell, were in his company; but in the confusion they· 
fortunately escaped. It is supposed that the same barba
rians, reeking with the blood of their victim, repaired towards 
the farm of Mahony at the very moment that he was erf
deavourin~ to escape to the l\'.blitary Post of Kafir's Drift, 
accompamed by his wife and son-in-law, Mr. H. W. Hen
derson, a respectable merchant from Graham's Town. -Ob
serving the Kafirs emerge from the thicket,-Mahony alighted 
from the wagon, and, finding that flight was impossible, he 
accosted the Kafirs with kindness, in hope of softening their 
obdurate nature ; but vain was the expectation ! The 
uplifted assagai too well indicated their murderous intentions, 
and in the next instant he was stretched, before the eyes of 
his distracted wife, a lifeless and bleeding corpse. The 
wretches next proceeded to the wagon where Mr. Hender
son with two of his infant children and Mrs. Mahony was 
seated, and, in spite of their cries and tears, dispatched him in 
the mt>st appallmg manner. While engaged in this work of 
blood, Mrs. Mahony escaped from the wagon with one of 
the children, and a female Hottentot servant with the otl!er, 
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and by taking refuge in the adjacent thicket, they, almost 
as by mil'acle, escaped; but in a frame of mind which may 
be imagined, but which it would be in vain to describe. A 
day or two following these trao-ical occul'rences, the child, an 

ft..lf- interesting boy of3 years old, th~t had escaped with the servant, 
was brought mto town by a Kafir, whp was in the service of 
Mahony at the time he was killed, and who thus generously 
exerted himself to serve the grandson ofhis unfortunate mas
ter. The health of the poor child had, however, received such a 
shock from the privations it endured, while wandering 
through the rugged thickets towards a place of safety, that 
he did not long survive after being restored to the arms of 
his disconsolate parent ; and the same grave, within a period 
of a few days; closed over three generations of one family. 

Lower down, at a place called W aay Plaats, another bar
barous and '1.nprovoked murder was perpetrated on the person 
of an industrious shoemaker, named A. Forbes. The 
savages attacked him near his dwelling in open day, de
spatched him by numerous assagai wounds, and then fired 
his dwelling, which was speedily reduced, with all it con
tained, to a heap of ruins. His wife, with a family of seven 
young children, fortunately escaped. 

On the afternoon of this day further reports were received 
from various quarters of the daring advance of the Kafirs, 
and that in such numbers, that successful resistance to their 
p~gress was utterly impracticable. The scattered inhabitants 
m every direction were compelled to fly from their dwellings, 
either to an adjacent village, or to concentrate in some spot 
where they might act on the defensive with some prospect of 
holdtng out for a short time against the invaders. Before 
night every precaution was taken at Graham's Town for a 
determined stand in case of attack ; most of the women and 
children were received into the flat-roofed houses around the 
Church-square, or took refuge in the church ; wagons were 
drawn across the· different entrances ; guards and patroles, 
both mounted and on foot, posted around the Town, and 
every man was under arms. 

On Friday morning a party of twenty of the inhabitants, 
mounted and well armed, proceeded to the scene of the 
savage butchery of Messrs. Mahony and Henderson--onc of 
the most intricate and dangerous defiles along the frontier 
line. No opposition was offered to this little band of volun-
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24 GALLANT DEFENCE OF THE FERREIRAS. 

teers, and they at length reached the spot where the deed 
had been perpetrated ; but here a scene presented itself of the 
most appalling description. The wagon in which these unfor
tunate individuals were proceeding to Kafir's Drift had been 
overturned ; the property it contained bad been carefully exa
mined-apparently fot arms and ammunition-the beds and 
bolsters cut open and lhe contents scattered around ; near the 
hind wheels lay the body of Mr. Henderson, his head ap
parently fractured with an axe, whilst his body was covered 
with assegai wounds; at a short distance in advance lay the 
corpse of poor Mahony, who had received a frightful wound 
in the neck, into which he had endeavoured to tlirust a portion 
of his shirt, in a vain attempt to staunch the blood. The 
party having covered the bodies with bedding from the wagon, 
proceeded to the dwellmg house of the deceased, Mahony, 
which had been completely sacked by the marauders ; they 
then examined the scene of the murder of Cramer, the corpse 
of whom they inten-ed in a wolf hole. At night the party 
reached Town in safety. · · 

The next day another party proceeded from Town with a 
wagon, determined to bnng in the dead bodies, they suc
ceeded in their object, as also in recovering the body of a 
trader named Kirkman, who had been murdered near the Fish 
River Drift. 

On Saturday a mounted patrole, consisti~~ of 21 persons, 
proceeded to scour the country through ttowison's Poort, 
along the skirts of the Kariga River. They had dismounted 
for the purpose of grazing their horses for a few minutes, 
when their attention was attracted by the cries of females 
proceeding from a farm house immediately below them. · Ob
serving a man galloping furiously forward, and beckoning 
them to follow, they instantly rode after him, and shortly 
came to a spot where a party of three farmers were then 
defending themselves against about 300 Kafirs, who had at
tacked them. The farmers h~d taken refuge in a thick clump 
of bush, and with the most determined gallantry were de
fending themselves by keeping up a fire upon the assailants. 
At the aperoach of the patrole the Kafirs scampered off to 
the adjommg jungle; and they found the three brave men
two brothers, named FERREIRA, and one named JACOBUS 
BuuRMAN-in a most pitiable condition. One of them had 
received numerous severe wounds, particularly in the abdomen ; 
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his brother was also dangernusly wounde~; whilst the third, 
who had no gun, was uninjured. The bush was thickly 
strewed with assegais--most of them new and of a very 
superior description-63 of which were collected and brought 
into town. The wounded men were placed in a wagon and 
arrived therein the evening. The bravery with which one of 
these men, who shortly afterwards died of his wounds, defended 
himself, is remarkable : several of the assagais which pierced 
him he drew from his own body, and burled back upon his 
savage assailants. Information was also received . from two 
persons of colour, wagon drivers in the employ of Messrs. 
Simpson and Ford, Kafir traders, of the mgress into the 
colony by the pass at Trompetter's Drift of large bodies of 
the enemy. They had been attacked at that spot : their 
wagons had been plundered-their oxen taken, and a young 
Englishman in· charge of the property, named Albert Kirk
man, whom we have before named, murdered. They had 
m~e their escape into the aense jungle, and having after
wards ascended an eminence overlooking the pass, they 
had there counted the number of Kafirs passing into the 
Colony. For every hundred they had. made a notch on a 
whipstick,-and by this mode of computation, it appeared 
that 1,000 ~arriors had passed while they remained on that 
spot. 

William Lynx, a Hottentot, who had just arrived from 
Kafirland, reported also that at the trading station of Mr. 
Southey, called Buck's Kraal, he saw an Englishman named 
William Hogg lying murdered, and the station plundered; he 
saw also a party of more than 100 Kafirs which were driving 
a large herd of cattle and horses on the main road from the 
Colony towards the Kafir territory. These cattle were drove 
in four divisions. He likewise saw a party of Kafirs in hot 
pursuit of a trader named G. Iles, who was overtaken and 
murdered.* On reaching Waay Plats he saw six divisions 
of Kafirs, each about l 00 strong, crossing the country to
wards Bathurst. 

• The wife of this unfortunate young man had lied about this time from her 
residence to Bathunt. Here she found refuge in the unfinished church, and 
there gave birth to her lint child. Only four days afterwards, the village 
was abandoned, when she was compelled to undertake a jollllley to Graham's 
Town, a distance of 26 miles. 

3 D 
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The next statement was made by John Brown, the pro
prietor of a farm adjoining Mahony's,-and who was in his 
company at the moment he fell a victim to the savages. His 
account of this melancholy occurrence was as follows:
That on the day in question, he was on his way towards his 
own farm, when, on pas,-ing the residence of Mr. Mahony, 
that person came out in great alarm, declanng it to be his 
intention to proceed with his family towards Graham's Town. 
He suggested that as Kn.fir Drift Post was nearer, it would be 
better to remove thither. Mahony, after some little discussion, 
agreed to this; but they had not proceeded far when a body 
of Kafirs appeared about 100 yards in advance, and whose 
intention it evidently was to surround them. He was a little 

'before the wag·on, anJ on looking back, he saw that the 
oxen had been cut out; and that Mr. Mahony was lying on 
the ground weltering in his blood. He and his son fled into 
the bush. Here they dismounted from their horses-threw 
the bridles and saddles awav, and turned their horses loose. 
Whilst they remained concealed in the thicket, a party of 
about fifty Kafirs crossed towards the Colony, and returned 
soon afterwards with at least 400 head of cattle, which they 
divided into different lots; and proceeded with them towards 
the Kap River heights. They heard Kafirs all night around, 
and it appeared to him that they were in considerable 
force. After several hair-breadth escapes, Mr. Brown and his 
son, in a state of great exhaustation, fell in with the 
party who went out to recover the bodies of Messrs. 
Henderson and Mahony,' and were conveyed by them to 
town. 

From Bathurst the accounts were equally distressing. A 
communication from a Committee of S-afety which had been 
appointed there, remarked, that in consequence of the alarming 
state of the country, the inhabitants of that part had aban
doned their homes and property and fled ; that the new 
church at Bathurst was filled with those unfortunate and 
destitute people ; and that those who could not find shelter 
there were exposed in their wagons. It went on to state that 
on Christmas Day the Kafirs attacked the cattle in .the most 
d,,ring manner, and succeeded in carrying off a great num
ber ; that they were kept in a most feverish state of excitement 
in consequence of thell' very insufficient means of defence, 
being but few in number, whilst many had no other weapons 
than pitch-forks or bayonets. Those who had horses were 
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constantly on duty patl'Olling; and that many of their horses 
were knocked up ; and that these and other exertions could 
not be continued unless they received assistance. This des
patch concluded by stating it had been reported to them that 
the Kafirs were approaching in considerable numbers, and 
that consequently their position would be quite untenable ; 
as their supply of water, allowing they could defend them
selves in the church, might be cut off. Under these circum
stances advice was requsted as to the propriety of retiring on 
Graham's Town with theii- families, and sending their cattle 
in the direction of Algoa Bay, or elsewhere, as might be 
eventually decided on. They implored a reinforcement of 
men, which was the more necessary, as a patrole under 
Lieut. Forbes, which had been sent thither with ammuni
tion, and which had been extremely active, was about to 
retum to Graham's Town. 

The reply to this communication was of the most heart
rending character. It stated the utter impossibility of afford
ing the assistance prayed for ; and it recommended them to 
abandon that beautiful and interesting village, and to avail 
themselves of the communication then open with Graham's 
Town. This advice was followed; the whole of that part of 
the British Settlement was abandoned : large herds of cattle 
and valuable flocks of Merino sheep were left a prey to the 
wolves, or to the still more savage hordes of barbarians. It 
was truly affecting to witness the melancholy caval-cade as it 
reached town. Families who a few days before were living 
in peace and in comfort, were suddenly plunged into a state 
of utter destitution,~the proceeds of fifteen years arduous 
and incessant exertions swept off at one fell swoop,-and they 
themselves cast upon the world houseless wanderers. A 
communication from this place, stating the determination of 
removal, contained the followmg affecting passage :-" I have 
much pleasure in mentioning the good feeling which exists 
amongst us under all these distressing circumstances. ,v e 
leave behind the whole of our property and cattle, the result 
of 15 years hard labour and perseverance, and are reduced 
to mere baggage. The conveyances we have will not con
tain the women and children, many will have to walk, as 
some of the wagons are without oxen, the Kafirs having 
stolen them."-On their route several parties of Kafirs pre
sented themselves on the plain, 'and were gallantly pursued 
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by the young men who formed the escort. In these skirmishes 
two Kafirs were killed and several wounded. 

The situation of Bathurst is extremely unfavorable for de
fence against such an enemy as the Kafir. It is embosomed 
in the immense thicket which lines the banks of the Kowie 
Rivet,-thus affording secure cover to the enemy until within 
a few yards of the dwellings of the inhabitants. Independent 
of this, the mode of warfare adopted by the eneoi, · was 
judiciously planned-their operations were well orgaruzed
and their proceedings accurately and boldly executed. Masses 

· of Kafirs appearing at distant points, and making demon
strations of attack, wherever there were any inhabitants to 
intimidate ~r property to seize ; and then to retire into the 
fastnesses of the immense bushy ravines which intersect the 
country, was a system well calculated to tire out the patience 
and wear out the strength of the most persevering and endur
ing troops. 

The following extract of a letter from Lieut. Forbes, who 
gallantlr. volunteered his services in the defence of this vil
lage, will give a good illustration of this.-" I had scarcely 
sent off my note to you yesterday when I heard that the 
cattle we had recovered from the Kafirs the night we arrived 
from Graham's Town, had been again taken by them. Un
fortunately I had, previously to this, been obliged to send 
a strong escort with wakons to Graham's Town; and as 
Lieut. Gilfillan's ;patrole, consisting of about 18 men, to
gether with five or six of my own party, were rendered 
unserviceable from their horses being knocked up, it left me 
with only seven mounted men. Theae I immediately took 
out to reconnoitre, and we were not long before I discovered 
a party of 20 or 30 Kafirs, who upon seeing me approach, 
fled to the hush. We had no sooner driven them off than I 
discovered another body of Kafirs making towards a number 
of cattle feeding very imprudently about two miles distant, 
and to this point I took my patrole as soon as I possibly 
could. Previous to this, when I first discovered that the 
Kafirs were so numerous, I sent one of my party back for 
assistance from the foot patrole, which came up to us before · 
I discovered the other party of Kafirs going to take the cat
tle. We just got up when the Kafirs were in the act of 
surrounding them ; but as our party consisted of only six, 
and two of them had not come up, we did not at that moment 
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· make an attack, but waited a few seconds until we were joined 
by a reinforcement of horsemerr, which were seen riding 
to our assistance. On their arrival we immediately pur
sued them, killed one of the enemy, and retook a number 
of the cattle. At this time Kafirs were approaching from all 
sides, and formed a strong force to protect the cattle in their 
possession. Myself and Mr. C. Bailie• rode off to attack 
them, and were followed by two or three more. We got up 
in time to kill three or four before they reached the cover of 
the bush. Two or three were armed and mounted, and fired 
on us. I had a narrow escape from one of them, and they 
succeeded in getting off with a great many cattle. Mr. Gil
fillan's patrole also took some cattle and killed four or five 
of the enemy. My opinion is changed very much respecting 
the number of Kafirs in this neighbourhood ; I now think 
them very numerous." 

During these proceedings the Committee of safety, which 
had been earnestly and zealously engaged in devising expe
dients suitable to the emergency, and to allay in some de
gree, the painful suspense of the public, published the 
following notice :-

" The unusual course pursued by the Kafirs in their present 
invasion of the Colony, has not hitherto permitted the Com
mittee of Safety to put the public in possession of sufficiently 
accurate information to enable them to form a correct judg
ment of their actual situation. 

" From the despatches recently received from the Com
mandant of the Frontier, from the Civil Commissioner of 
Somerset, and from the Field-cornets who have been in com
munication with the Civil Commissioner, it now distinctly 
appears that the Kafirs are in occupation of the whole line 
of F1·ontier from Kafir Drift to the Winterberg ; that hitherto 
they have confined tliemselves to carrying off the cattle 
~elonging to the Colonists~ and killin·g the. people t~ey_ find 
m small numbers on the high 1·oads or m solitary habitations. 

"In consequence of the Kafirs being thus dispersed over 
the great length of frontier already described, and to a <lepth 

• This enterprising and amiable young man received afterwards a com
mission in a Provisional Corps,-and being sent out on Patrole, was sur
rounded by the enemy and fell with ~11 '-h 11vm '- •1.., Forests of the Amatola. 
Vide subsequent Narrativr 
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embracing nearly the whole extent of the frontier district, 
the Burghers of this district, as well as those of Somerset, 
have either been unable to leave their houses, or their ser
vices have been required in other quarters. 

"The armed force collected in Graham's Town has, there
fore, been almost exclusively engaged in defensive operations. 
A portion of the armed Burghers from Uitenhage is hourly 
expected, and the Civil Commissioner there has promised to 
send on reinforcements as they are collected in the more 
remote parts of his district. 

"The first despatch to His Excellency the Governor may 
have reached Cape Town yesterday; it is, therefore, pro
bable that the most efficient relief will speedily be afforded. 
In the meantime it is indispensably necessary that the armed 
force collected here confine themselves to defensive operations, 
and the Committee, in consideration of the large reinforce
ments which, it appears from Colonel Somerset's last despatch, 
the enemy is preparing in Kafirland, has recommended the 
inhabitants of Bathurst, and they now advise the inhabitants 
of the more remote parts of the district of Albany, to fall 
back upon Graham's Town wherever a communication is 
still open. 

"The Committee despatched an express yesterday evening 
to Colonel Somerset, earnestly recommending the immediate 
concentration of the whole of the armed force on this frontier 
at Graham's Town. 

"The Committee earne!ltly exhort all persons composing 
the commandos to yield a ready obedience to the orders of 
the officers under whose direct10n they have been placed, 
and to repose in the officers of His Majesty's regular force 
that confidence to which their military experience, as well 
as their total freedom from local prejudices and private 
interests, entitle them." 

On Sunday St. George's church presented a scene equally 
novel and affecting; instead of being used for Divine W or
ship, as usual, nothing was heard but the din of arms, and 
the noise and busthi of a guard house in a time of war. 
About nine at night Divine Worship was performed by the 
Acting District Chaplain, amidst an assembly which pre
sented a scene that could not fail to awaken the most painful 
and interesting associations. The gallery was. principally 

Digitized by Google 



ABANDONMENT OP THE OUALANA, 31 

filled with women and children, driven f'rom their homes,
reduced from comfort to absolute destitution by the savage 
enemy, whilst the floor was occupied by men leaning on 
their arms. The morning lesson (Isaiah xxxvii), was sin
gularly appropriate to their situation ; and the minister, 
instead of sermon, made a few remarks on the several 
passages, pointing out their applicability, and encouraging 
the people to trust in HtM before whom all the nations of 
the earth are but as the dust of the balance. 

All the despatches from the several out.posts concurred in 
shewing the futility of the present force on the frontier 
attempting tq offer any effectual resistance to the invaders; 
and it becat& the general opinion that the only chance 
of safety was to abandon the outposts and concentrate at 
Graham's Town. At the Gualana it was with the greatest 
diffi.cu1ty that the troops could preserve their communication 
with Kafir's Drift, whilst they could afford no assistance 
whatever to the inhabitants, nor stop the progress of the 
marauders. The Kafir chiefs in that neighbourhood, Cobus, 
Pato, and Kama, had, however, shewn a friendly disposition, 
and it was supposed that they might be induced to declare 
in favor of the colony; if security were afforded them against 
the vengeance of the more powerful chiefs who were at the 
heitd 11f the confederacy. Under all these circumstances. 
this post was ordered to be abandoned, and the garrison to 
retire upon Kafir Drift. 

On Monday a commumcation was received from Salem, 
stating that on the day preceding, as several farmers who 
had taken a position about three miles from that village were 
preparing to move forward, they observed a number of 
Kafirs very near them; and no sooner had the wagons pro
ceeded a short distance, than they rusherl down and seized 
the cattle. The farmers in charge of them fled to Salem, 
where they were joined by some of the inhabitants, forming a 
party of about 20 mounted men, and these, placing themselves 
under the direction of an active young man named Barend 
Woest, started off in pursuit. They soon came up with 
the marauders, and succeeded in re-capturing cattle to the 
amount of 400 head. Four Kafirs were killed in this affair. 

A short. distance eastward of Salem a party of about 
60 men had posted themselves at the farm of Mr. G. 
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Gilbert, defending themselves against all the attempts of 
the enemy to dislodge them. Several night attacks were 
made without success; but being encumbered with a herd 
of 800 cattle and 70 horses, the enemy at length, watch
ing a favorable opportunity when these were in the 
field, poured down suddenly upon the herdsmen, whose 
guns they seized before they had time to defend them
selves, and succeedP,d in driving off the whole of this 
valuable booty. 

A similar effort was made by Mr. G. Tomlinson, residing 
at tht:junction of the Fish and Koonap Rivers-at a pas8 
which may be pronounced as one of the most intricate and 
dangerous in the country; surrounded by ample cover for 
myriads of the enemy, and affording in every direction a 
retreat where it was impossible for mounted men to follow, 
besides many situations which are quite impracticable to any 
but Kafirs, or other natives accustomed to thread the mazy 
thicket, or climb the rocky precipice. Still, notwithstanding 
these disadvantages, Mr. Tomlinson bravely defended himself 
against the repeated night attacks of the savages; and it was 
not till he had lost his cattle that he abandoned his dwelling. 

The intelligence received this day from the immediate 
frontier was distressing in the extreme, and well calculated 
to fill the mind with indescribable horror, as well as to rouse 
every latent spark of energy to the most stem and uncom
promising resistance. It stated that at present all the mis
sionaries in Kafirland were safe; but that many of the 
traders had been put to death in cold blood. A communi
cation from Fort Willshire stated, that Macomo had declared 
that the missioaaries and their familie8 should be spared, but 
that all the traders must die. It went on to say that they 
had no accurate information of the number actually mas
sacred, but they had heard of Edwards, at Burn's Hill; 
Warren~ at the Rev. Mr. Kayser's station, belonging to the 
London Missionary Society; Rogers, at the Chumie; and 
several others. The poor man Warren was dragged from 
Mr. Kayser's house, taken a few yards off, and then murdered. 

Monday night Lieut.-Col. Somerset arrived at Graham's 
Town from Fort Beaufort, and on Tuesday, at noon, in
lilpected the municipal force. The intelligence communicated 
by this officer corresponded in every respect with that previ-
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ously received; or rather it was, if possible, of a still graver 
character. He stated that the Kafirs were moving into the 
colony in such large masses that no military force then at his 
command was able to offer them any eff'ectual resistance. 
He had no apprehensions for Graham's Town, but he urged 
the necessity of the greatest vigilance and exertion. 

On the afternoon ofTuesday, eight wagons which were on 
their way from Graham's Town to Kafir Drift, under an escort 
consisting of twelve men, were attacked immediately after 
they had descended the Graham's Town hill, by a large 
body of Kafirs, of whom fifty, who were in advance, were 
clothed, mounted, and armed with guns. These were at 
first taken to be a patrole of colonists, but as they came 
nearer, several Kafirs on foot were observed amongst them. 
On this the escort halted, and was immediately fired on by 
the enemy, hut at too great a distance to be effective. After 
a slight skirmish, it was observed that a large body of 
Kafirs on foot were running swiftly, making a det6ur, with 
an evident intention to cut off the retreat by the road de
scending to the plain. As their existence depended upon 
securing this pass, the escort instantly retreated : this was 
no sooner done than the Kafirs rushed upon the 8 wagons, 
cut out the oxen to the number of 96, and drove them into 
the bush. An Englishman named James Jenkins, the owner 
of one of the wagons, fell a victim to the fury of the enemy, 
his body being found the next day lying on the road covered 
with wounds. The escort kept up a skirmish with the enemy 
for some time, and an exprf'ss was immediately forwarded 
to town for assistance, on rP-ceipt of which Lieutenant 
Ross, and about 40 men, instantly galloped towards the 
scene. They, however, fell in with the escort on its retreat 
to town, and it being too late to engage in any general 
operation that day they returned to head quarters. 

At the village of SALEM the inhabitants had determined 
to make a stand ; and being reinforced by many farmers 
from the surrounding country, they were enabled to present 
a tolerable front to the enemy. The chapel (belonging to 
the Wesleyans), the mission house, and the school of Mr. 
Matthews, lying contiguous to each other, were appropriated 
for the reception of the inhabitants, and as a citadel for the 
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protection of the place Pallisadoes were hastily thrown 
around of such materials as were at hand, and every thing 
put in the best possible state of defence their circumstances 
would admit. Several parties of the enemy were seen 
adjacent to the village, and several skirmishes had taken 
place during the day between them and the patroles of the 
inhabitants. At length, however, the Kafirs collected in force 
and resolved on a night attack; accordingly, about nine or 
ten o'clock, a large body of the enemy, amongst whom 
were many mounted and armed with guns, suddenly poured 
down on the village. The people defended themselves with 
spirit, but from the confusion caused by the rush of the 
cattle, amid the darkness of night, the Kafirs succeeded in 
capturini? five hundred cattle, and in making goocl their 
retreat with the loss of only one man. On receiving this 
information at Uraham's Town, as also that the village was 
surrounded by the Kafirs, and consequently the communi
cation with the authorities cut off, a strong mounted patrole, 
composed jointly of the Rifle Corps and civilians, WJlS 

ordered to its relief, and to clear the country of the ma
rauders. 

An incident occurred at this village which is worthy of 
record. An inhabitant, named R. GH•-an excellent man, 
but of great eccentricity of manner, who held the notion 
of the unlawfulness of war even in defence of person and 
family, and who was so far consistent as to refuse to 
take up arms· even at this perilous crisis,-observiog a 
number of the enemy at no great distance off, resolved · 
upon attempting to effecL by persuasion what force bad not 
hitherto been ab]e to accomplish. He accordingly saUied 
forth, perfectly defenceless, ancl accosting the marauders, 
en'luired if they knew who resided there? Whether they 
were aware that it was a people who had been long employed 
in endeavors to benefit them? That the minister who resided 
in that house-pointing to the mission house, and referring 
to the Rev.~- Young, Wesleyan missionary-had formerly 
lived amongst them in peace and harmony in their own 
country, had there taught them the "good word," and 
done much to be11efit them and advance their interests? 
Was it right, he d.e{llanded, that they should requite this 
kindness by those outrages which they had recently com
mitted?" We are not informed of the exact tenor of the 
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replies to these pithy enquiries; however, we are aware that 
the conference ended by Mr. G"• presenting th,! enemy 
with a good supply of bread and meat and tobacco; with a 
parting injunction that they would immediately take their 
leave of that neighbourhood. Every one will perceive the 
rashness of this conduct: in a similar case of Mr. Brown, 
which occurred subsequently, although be was invited to a 
parley by the barbarians, yet he was no sooner in their 
power than they mercilessly dispatched him. Fortunately 
in this instance they permitted the return of the individual; 
and it is even said that bis arguments and persuasions had a • 
consider!lble effect in rendering less frequent those harrassing 
attacks to which they had been before exposed 

At tl1e missionary institution of TeEOPOLis, the inhabi
tants had likewise maintained their ground ; serving, like 
Salem, as a point of retreat for the neighbouring farmers. 
Here, however, in spite of every effort, the enemy cap 
tured a large proportion of their cattle. Still the position 
was maintained to the last, and the enemy's movements 
considerably checked by the daily patroles sent out to scour 

· the country around the village. 

Further to the westward-to a diRtance far beyond the 
limits of the Albany District,-the progress of the invaders 
was equally irresistable and destructive. On the 26th De
cember a party of Burghers, as the Dutch Colonists are 
accustomed to style themselves, quitted Uitenhage to meet 
and assist in repelling the enemy. They first proceeded to 
the Zuurberg, where many outrages had already been com
mitted ; but not falling in with the marauders there, they 
turned towards the coast. On reaching the Field-cornet 
Buchner's, at Quagga's, Vlakte, they heard that the farmers of 
Oliphants Hoek had been attacked in great force, and had 
fled from their habitations and taken refuge in the church ; 
after having lost cattle to the amount of six thom,and head. 
This part of the Uitenhage District is one of the most fertile 
sections of the colony. It contained before the irruption, about 
100 farm houses,-the proprietors of which were men in 
prospel'Ous circumstances. The country hireabouts presents 
great capabilities for grazing, whilst the soil is eminently · 
suited to the growth of grain and other marketable produce. 
Possessing these advantages, most of the farmers of this 
division were not merely in comfortable but opulent cir-
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cumstances : in one short week how changed -the scene ! 
Their houses were pillaged and burnt-their church, in .which 
they had piled up their -furniture, shared the same fate,
thetr stacks of corn were either fired or scattered,-and their 
cattle and horses swept off by the barbarians in spite of 
every effort to protect them. Men who on Christmas day 
might be considered in independent circumstances, found 
themselves before the year had closed its round, reduced to the 
absolute want of the bare necessaries of life. On no part of 
the frontier was the destruction of property so extensive, and 
the ruin so complete as here. It will be imagined that this 
did not take place without a struggle. Ski1mishes with the 
invaders were of daily occurrence, in which thirty or forty 
of the enemy fell; but their numbers were so considerable, 
and the woody intricate nature of the country gave them 
such facilities for conducting their peculiar mode of warfare, 
that the farmers, almost harassed to death by incessant 
watching, were at length compelled to abandon the country, 
even as far westward as the Sunday's River, to the savage 
invaders. 

The booty which had fallen into the hands of the enemy 
up to this period, must have been immense, as the whole 
country comprised within a line drawn westward from the 
Winterberg to the Zuurberg, and southward from the latter 
to the sea, had, with the exception of Graham's Town and 
one or two minor positions, been completely laid waste. 
Notwithstanding this, the insatiable cupidity of the enemy 
urged them to proceed : some of their parties accordingly 
crossed the Sunday's River, and a few even penetrated to 
within a very short distance of Uitenhage; a distance of 140 
miles from the Kafir boundary • 

. A curious circumstance occuned during a night attack on 
the farm house of the Field-cornet Niekerk,-situated on 
the right bank of the Sunday's River. This attack was made 
about 10 o'clock on the night of the 30th December. The 
enemy having approached close to the house, commenced 
yelling and whistling in the most terrific manner-hurling 
their assagais and endeavouring to intimidate the inmates 
from quitting the cover of the buildings,-whilst a second 
band of marauders was endeavouring t<> demolish the kraal 
and capture the cattle. They, however, met with so warm 
:a J"eception, that they were soon glad to sheer off, leaving 
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two of their number killed on the spot, and three severely 
wounded. One of the men killed was observed standing at 
the krd.al gate, and was fired at repeatedly before he fell. He 
appeared perfectly insensible to danger, calling out in his 
native dialect, " you may fire as long as you please, you will 
not hit me." The infatuated creature had been persuaded 
by the wizards or " rain-makers" th,!.t he was invulnerable to 
powder and ball, and his life was the penalty of his credulity. 

On the morning of New Year's Day it was ascertained that 
.someoftheenemy had had the audacity to enter the precincts 
of the town, though g'Uarded by a strong chain of piquets. 
In their approach they unfortunately fell in with a Hottentot 
in charge of a flock of sheep. This poor fellow was immedi
ately dispatched, his body being found in the morning 
covered with assegai wom~ds. Others of the enemy were 
approaching the Cape barracks, but were fired on by the 
sentinel with such effect that one man had his thigh fractured 
by a musket ball, and was conveyed into town the next 
morning. Little information could, however, be elicited from 
him, and though every attention was paid him by the district 
surgeon, yet bis wound proved fatal. Another attempt was 
made to pass, during the night, the line of sentinels, but 
it was detected by the vigilance of the men on duty, though 
the enemy were successful in making a precipitate retreat. 
After t~is period it does not appear that any serious intention 
was entertained of attacking the town. 

At this stage of affairs the Committee of Safety published 
the following official notice :-

" Colonel Somerset has arrived in Graham's Town, leaving 
at Fort Beaufort a considerable force to check the advance of . 
a large body of Kafirs who were endeavouring to enter the 
colony. · 

"The inhabitants of Bathurst and its vicinity have fallen 
back upon Graham's Town, it being utterly impossible to 

• supply the consumption of ammunition consequent upon 
attempts to defend a variety of detached points; and there 
being considerable risk of supplies falling mto the hands of 
the enemy, who appear to have some arms in their poslession. 
The great scarcity of ammunition along the whole line of 

, frontier, also demands the utmost possible economy in its 
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expenditure, to supply the Burghers from the other districts 
on their arrival. 

"A despatch, dated Somerset, 28th December, has been 
received from Mr. Ryneveld; from which it appears that the 
Burghers of Graaff-Reinet, to the number of 50, had reached 
that place, and that he momentarily expected the remainder 
of the first levy to join ltim. 

"A communication has also been received from Mr. O'Reilly, 
Justice of the Peace at Cradock, from which it appears that 
the inhabitants of the Winterberg must retire, unless supplies 
of ammunition be speedily afforded them. In that quarter 
the want of ammumtion is severely felt. 

"The Committee cannot too earnestly impress upon the 
armed inhabitants the necessity of yieldin~ a ready obedience 
to the orders of their officers, and of eatiently awaiting the 
proper moment for commencing offensive operations against 
the enemy." 

During these proceedings it was painful beyond expression 
for the inhabitants of Graham's Town-crowded together as 
they were under such melancholy circumstances--to observe 
as the evening closed in, the horizon for a considerable dis
tance stretching round the British settlement in the Zuurveld, 
vividly gleaming from the flaming houses of the inhabitants, 
which had been plundered and fired by these ruthless barba
rians. Many of the British immigrants had, by many years of 
patient industry and successful efforts, erected dwellin~s 
which would have done credit to respectable yeomanry m 
the old country. And in most cases these, with all their 
furniture, were destroyed by the firebrands of the invaders. 
It was likewise known that two Wesleyan Chapels-those 
at Port F1·ances and Green Fountain-had shared the fate of 
the farm houses in their neighbourhood. · 

Effectually to check the march of the invaders, or to pre
vent the devastation committed by them, was found to be 
impractiable by the small military force then on the Frontier .• 
The inhabitants on the other hand could afford hilt little aid 
to the general defence. Spread over the country as they 
were• tn isolated situations, it was clearly apparent that 
nothing but the most prompt and decided measures could 
possibly save them from being cut off in detail and sacrificed 
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by the enemy. Independent of this, many of the invaders, 
among whom were a number of Hottentots, were armed with 
muskets; and the very salvation of the Colony appeared to 
depend upon their not obtaining any considerable addition to 
these or to their stock of ammunition. The latter was ex
tremely scarce at Graham's Town,-and had part of that 
supply been sent away to those who applied for it, the pro
babilities were, that it would fall into the hands of the enemy 
before reaching its destination; and that the inhabitants 
would become a more easy prey in consequence. In this 
emergency, the necessity of concentration until reinforcements 
should arrive, was strongly felt both by the civil and military 
authorities. Accordingly the Military Posts at Kafir's Drift 
and the Gualana, were ordered to be abandoned, and the 
troops from thence to fall back on Graham's Town; whilst 
the " Committee of Safety" issued the following notice :-

" The arrival of reinforcements from distant. points, and 
the abandonment of some positions which had been occupied 
by a few individuals for mutual protection, are the principal 
occurrences since the 30th ult., the date of the Committee's 
last communication to the public. 

" Private property has, in many instances, been abandoned 
with all the alacrity which the public safet.y required. and 
which the authoritie~, charged with the general defence, 
had a right to expect from the inhabitants. In some few 
instances, the Committee regret to say, there has been a 
tardiness, at once injurious to private interests, and detri
mental to the public service. Such cases have, however, 
been so rare, that the Committee does not feel itself called 
upon to notice them in any other way, than to warn the 
public against listening to the coum,el of persons who are 
unavoidably ignorant of what il'I passing at distant points; 
and who are consequently unable to form a sound judgment 
respecting the expediency of established regulations. 

"Some arms and ammunition have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy in consequence of injudiciom, attempts to protect 
property, under circumstances which precluded the possibility 
of an effectual resistance. 

" Several wagons have been attacked ; some of the people 
attached to them killed ; and, in one instance, an escort of 
ten men repulsed. 

Digitized by Google 



40 CONDUCT OF PATO, KAMA, AND COBUS. 

"A di1.1patch from His Exc1:llency the Governor reached 
Graham's Town yesterday. Colonel SMITH, Deputy-Quar
ter-Master-General, and Acting-Dep.-Adjt.-General, had 
been directed to proceP-d to this frontier, and 1t is probable 
that he will arrive to-morrow. 

" It was His Excellency's intention to lea,·e Cape Town for 
the same destination as early as circumstances would permit." 

During this period the disposable civil force at Graham's 
Town, was by no means inactive. Independent of the ha
rassing duties of the infantry in standing sentinel in exposed 
and perilous situations around the outskirts of the town dur
ing the night, and in guarding the barricadoes and other 
approaches, a mounted force was organized, and the com
mand given to Major Gregory, of H. M. !18th Regt. who 
happening to be on the Frontier at the moment on leave of 
absence, gallantly volunteered his services in the general 
defence. Under his orders, and headed by him in person, 
the country was patroled from Graham's Town to Kafir's 
Drift Post-subsequently fired by the enemy-and in many 
other directions ; and by this means a very seasonable diver
sion was made in favor of the Colony. 

The hopes of the colonists were also excited by the cer
tain fact that Pato, Kama, and Cobus, the chiefs of the 
Amagonakwabie tribe, had positively refused to join the 
confederacy against the colony. They had been strongly 
urged to take this step hy numbers of their people, whose 
cupidity had been excited by the rich booty carried off from 
the colonists by their countrymen; but they had resisted 
these solicitations, and had expref'sed an unequivocal deter
mination to continue on terms of amity with the British 
power. Their sincerity had been shewn by undeviating 
kindness to every European within their territory, and by 
affording protection to others.who had fled thither for safety. 
The necessity of co-operi,ting with these chiefs whilst in 
this temper was sufficiently manifest; but as this was im
practicable at the moment, their proceediugs were watched 
with considerable anxiety. 

Most of the foregoing occurrences relate to the lower' part 
of Albany-the country forming the original British settle
ment-and to the south-ea8t di,,ision of Uitenhage; but 
higher up, amongst the old Dutch inhabitants, the outrages 
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were equally extensive and destructive. To relate every 
mdividual case would be a tedious repetition of like de
plorable disasters, and would swell our narrative far beyond 
the limits which we have assigned to ourselve!!I. Neverthe
less it will be necessary to cite a few cases, in order that the 
reader may form a just opinion of that ruin which so 
suddenly overwhelmed a peaceful people, and swept the 
whole of this long line of frontier as with the besom of de
struction, 
, In the north-west part of Albany. and adjoining district 
of Somerset, it appears that the barbarians were in full poss
ession of the country as early as the 24th Dec. Accordingl7 
on that day we find them attacking the farmers in every di
rection. The situation of the inhabitants may be well un
derstood by the following statements made by the parties to 
the Board of Relief, when applying 1mbsequently for some 
assistance under their necessitous condition. 

"Mrs. Van de Venter, from Fonteyn's Kloof, a farm 
on the left bank of the Fish River, states that the Kafirs 
attacked them suddenly after sun-set on the 24th of De
cember. In the early part of the day they had felt a 
little alarm at a rumour which had reached them of 
the murder of Stephanus Buys; but an Englishman, whose 
name she does not recollect, called at their place in the 
course of the day, and assured them that it was all 
false, and that the Kafirs were perfectly quiet. When 
the attack was made, there were only three persons on 
the place capable of offoring any resistance. Six of the 
enemy were shot, as they afterwards discovered; her hus
band received an assagai wound in the knee, and the Kafirs 
succeeded in driving off all the cattle, including those of 
her brother, Jan Delport, amounting to 216 head, together 
with 60 horses. Three of the most valuable horses were 
tied up very close to the windows of the house, but the 
Kafirs drove down the cattle upon the house, exclaiming in 
Dutch, ' let us murder them every one,' and succeeded in 
the rush and confusion in cutting them all loose. When 
they had driven the rest of the cattle a little way, they sent 
a party back to fetch the calves, which were kept in a sepa
rate fold, and these called out to the women in the house, as 
they drove the calves away, 'What will you do no•r milk 
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for your children?' and added, 'when we have secured the 
cattle we will return and burn the houses.' , 

" Conceiving that the Kafirs might carry this threat into 
execution, and fearing that their fire arms might be getting 
out of order, as it was a rainy evening, the farmers advised 
the women to take the children and to flee. They accord-. 
ingly set out in the opposite direction. The women and 
children, about 24 in number, went first, and the two men 
with guns brought up the rear. In this manner they walked 
about 12 miles in a dark and rainy night, and waded th
Fish River, which was considerably swollen, and arrived at 
J. J. Lombard's place, destitute of every thing except the 
clothes upon their backs." 

"Joachim Espag, from Buffalo Fountain, on the Fish Ri
ver, states that tne invaders attacked his place in the dusk 
of the evening of the 26th of December, he cannot say ex
actly in what force, but thinks there were between 70 and 
80, and all mounted. They took from Mr. Espag on that 
occasion, 404 head of cattle, 19 horses, and upwards of 
840 sheep and goats, and left him (at that time) 1 heifer, 1 
ox, 18 horses, and 880 sheep and goats, which are partly 
his own and partly the property of his children; he has a 
wife and three adult daughters, and 18 slave apprentices, 
great and small ; his house has not been burnt, but part of 
his furniture, including 2 beds, was destroyed. When the 
Kafirs attacked his place, a young man of the name of Fre
derick Silverhoorn, who had only been married four days, 
was killed in the horse-kraal; this was not ascertained till 
next morning, when he was found lying with a javelin 
through· his body. The women and children had all fled 
into the thickets, and the man who remained in the house 
supposed that Silverhoom had gone to them."• 

These examples will suffice to shew the situation of the 
inhabitants occupying this part of the Albany District. But 
while _the enemy were thus desolating the country here, 
the very same process was going on along the more 
immediate bounda1-y to the eastward. In the fine and ex
tensive tract of country watered by the streams which flow 
from the magnificent Winterberg, every farm had been aban-

• •Vide Report of Board of Relief, page 61-54. 
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doned, and the people driven from place to place by the 
barbarian hordes. Their 1;>erilous situation as well as their 
gallant resistance to the mvaders, is well detailed by Mr . 

• Pieter Retief, one of the most intelligent men on that part 
of the frontier, ma statement of which the following is the 
substance :-

" On the 22d of December," says the narrator, " I was in
formed that the Kafirs had attacked the lower part of tQe 
Kat River,-that they were entering the Colony in great 
numbers, and had already committed several murders. I 
and my son-in-law, Jan Greyling,• hereupon made such 
arrangements as were deemed necessary to repel the expected 
attack. 

"On the 24th, the Field-comet Viljoeu, wrote that the 
Kafirs were attacking the place of the Provisional Field
comet W. Bear, and requested assistance. Being only 30 
men strong, we could spare but a few hands; however, J. 
Greyling, Abraham Greyling, P. Grey ling, B. Greyling, 
Johannes Rensburg, Jacobus Hugo, P. Potgieter, Jacobus 
Breed, Dolph Jonker, Johs. Jonker, and Johs. Dreyer, went 
off on horseback. These proceeded without obstruction to 
within half an hours' distance from their place of destina
tion, when they observed a large body of Kafirs marchino
towards them. The enemy immediately halted, and form('() 
into a compact body, detaching a party of about 150 nw,. 
to attack them. The Kafirs rushed forward with great im
petuosity, and threw their assagais, when five of the farmers 
fired with such steadiness and effect, that seven of the fore
most men fell. The engagement continued some time, and 
the Kafirs endeavoured to hem them round ; but they failed 
in the attempt, and were themselves compelled at length to 
fly for shelte1· to a large bush immediately adjacent. The 
farmers observing that a steep hill adjoining would com
mand this defile, rapidly proceeded there, opening a· most 
destructive fire upon the enemy, who findmg themselves 
thus exposed, broke short the shafts of their assegais 
and attempted to storm the position. The farmers how
ever, by a well directed fire killed at the first discharge, 
eleven of the foremost Kafirs,-upon which they halte-.
made a precipitate retreat, and tried to shelter themselves 

-This brave young man fell afterwards by the aasegai of the enemy. 
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from the destructive fire of the farmers behind the trees and 
rocks in the thicket; the farmers, however, had selected 
so good a position, that although the main body of the 
Kafirs . came sufficiently close to ·see the fight, yet they 
were unable to assist their comrades. From this point 
they kept up a steady fire on the enemy with slugs, until 
their whole stock of ammunition was expended. On visiting 
the spot some days afterwards, 75 dead bodies were observed 
and among the slain the karosses (cloaks) of four chiefs. 

" The evening after this engagement the farmers in that 
neighbourhood assembled on the place of J. Greyling. Here 
a body of Kafirs attempted to cut off the wagons and cattle, 
in the rear, but were beaten off. The women and children 
202 in number, were lodged in an unfinished house, and the 
wagons were drawn round in a circle, and formed a tem
porary kraal for the cattle. All the armed men were placed 
outside of this enclosure, awaiting in silence for attack of 
the enemy. The night was excessively dark and cloudy, so 
that objects were perceived but very mdistinctly. However, 
about 10 o'clock the attack commenced,-but the Kafirs were 
repulsed ; though not before they had succeeded so far as to 
get into the kraal among the cattle, which they endeavoured, 
as is their usual custom, to drive in upon the farmers, who 
were obliged to fire at ,andom amongst the herd. The 
overwhelming force of the cattle obliged the farmers at 
length to retreat, and the Kafirs succeeded in carrying off 
2,000 head. 

"The next morning as soon as day-light enabled them 
to discern objects, a party of 20 men followed on the track 
of the cattle, and retook a part of them, but were unable to 
continue the pursuit from the jaded condition of their horses. 
At the very moment of their return to their post in the evening 
the Kafirs were in the act of attacking the sheep kraal, in 
which attempt one of them was shot by A. Greyling. That 
night which, like the former, was very dark, the guard, con
sisting of 53 men, was placed as before outside the enclosure, 
with orders that, for better concealment, the IQ.en Oil duty 
should lie down. During the night the Kafirs came in great 
force, and were allowed to approach very close, when a de
structive fire of slugs was :poured amongst them. Many must 
have been wounded, judgmg from the traces of blood ob
served the next morning. Shortly after this they attacked 

Digitized by Google 



8BVli:RB L088B8 BUST.UN.ED. 45 

the cattle guard, and were successfully repulsed four times, 
but on the fifth they succeeded in carrying off part of the 
herd; so that out of 2,600 head of pttle, they only 
retained 250. Eight Kafirs were left dead on the spot in 
these two night attacks, and the arm of another was found 
among the slain. On the side of the farmers one slave boy, 
and a bastard named P. Eckstien, were severely wounded. 

"On the 27th it was reported that the Kafirs intended to 
attack them in gseater force than ever; and as their ammu
nition was nearly exhausted, and the hope of succour 
but slender, they determined to remove to a neighbouring 
farm, and there to unite their force to that of another 
body of the inhabitants which was making a stand against 
the mvaders. Here a difficulty presented itself; their oxen 
had been captured by the enemy, and hence they were 
unable to remove the women and children. In this distressing 
and perilous condition they resolved to dispatch a messenger 
to the adjoining district of Tarka for succour; and from 
thence they got sufficient assistance to enable them to move 
to the Field-comet Viljoen's, who occupied a strong position 
below the Winterberg. 

"On the following day the Field-commandant VANWYK 

arrived, and made the best arrangements he could for defence 
against the enemy. In accordance with his advice the party 
removed to another _position between the Tarka and Winter
berg, where they might have an opportunity of saving much 
corn, which in some places was lying in the field in sheafs, 
and in others had not been reaped. 

"The losses sustained by the inhabitants of this neighbour
hood since the irruption of the invaders are inconceivable. 
All the agricultural implemements and household furniture 
were 'destroyed ; and the corn abandoned has been estimated 
at 4,000 muids. Some part of this was saved, but a great 
deal waR utterly lost. The total number of the enemy killed 
by this little party amounted to one hundred and twelve." 

From the scene of these occurrences to the Kat River 
Settlement is from eight to twelve miles to the southward. 
To this, we have before stated, the garrison of the Kat River 
Post had retired, where, having selected an almost impreg
nable position to such an enemy as the Kafir, and on which 
the scattered inhabitants were ultimately concentrated, they 
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awaited in considerable anxiety the movements of the invaders. 
During ths time of these proceedings the officer commanding 
the post, Capt. Armstrong, narrowly escaped from falling 
into an ambuscadJof the enemy. Fortunately a Rifleman, 
who had been sent forward to reconnoitre a bush through 
which the road lay to the post, discovered the danger, and, 
by giving timely notice, that officer and his party succeeded 
in extricating themselves from that difficult country by taking 
a circuitous road leading to Fort Beaufort. 

From reports received at Graham's Town about this time 
relative to the spirit manifested by the inhabitants of the Kat 
Kiver, their proceedings were watched with considerable 
anxiety. It was known that amongst the Kafirs the rumour 
was general of their having been assured of support from the 
Hottentots residing here ; and this report appeared to be 
corroborated by the fact that though immediately adjoining 
them, no decisive attack had been made by the enemy 
on this settlement. It was well known that many of its 
inhabitants were in the practice of frequenting Kafir
land, although strongly prohibited by the colonial autho
rities. It was equally well understood that many were either 
native born Kafirs, or had friends and relatives amongst the 
invading force. Further, it was notorious that the minds ofa 
large proportion of the people had been poisoned by indiscreet 
or crafty men against both the English and Dutch settlers, as 
well as against the colonial government.• They had been told 
that they were an OJ;>pressed people, and that the white inhabi
tants were endeavonng to reduce them to the same state of thral
dom as that from which they had so recently been delivered by 

-There is good ground for believing that in this settlement politics and 
religion have been far too intimately blended, for either to vroduce any de
sirable result. As an instance in point the following fact will be sufficient, 
and which is given on the testimony of a respectable ~ar-witness :-After 
the settlement had been established two years, the Civil Commissioner 
was ordered, in 1832, to visit it in his annual tour for collecting the taxe.s. 
]'Jo demand whatever had been made on these people till that period, and 
even then the great bulk of the inhabitants were not called on to contribute 
for their quota beyond the sum of six or seven shillings; and when this was 
not paid in no ca&e has the defaulter been sued for arrears. Yet in spite of 
all this leniency and consideration, and actually while the government 
authorities were on the spot, did one of their body, recognized amongst 
them as a preacher or lect11rer, declaim before the people assembled for the 
ostensible purpose of listening to that gospel which inculcates so strongly 
the duty of loyalty, on the cruelty with which they were treated, and the 
injustice of the government in wresting from them their bard earnings ! 
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the justice of the British government. Subsequent events have 
shewn that the fears entertained at the time referred to were 
perfectly well founded ; and it seems certain that to the decided 
measures taken by Capt. Armstrong, and the apprehension of 
the disaffected of the Field-cornet Groepe and a party who had 
acted with_ him-and whose steady loyalty and admirable 
example \fere beyond all praise-this colony was saved from a 
repetition of those sickening scenes of anarchy and blood 
which, in 1793, were witnessed on this frontier by a coalition 
of the Kafirs and Hottentots. 

The country appropriated for this settlement is only sepa
rated from Kaffraria by a chain of lofty mountains, and it 
lies within a very short distance of the Chumie, the very 
focus of the existing commotions. But although, as we 
have seen, such an extensive division of the colony was 
completely in the occupation of the etlemy, who had in 
such numbers poured out from the~e fastnesses-death and 
desolation marking their footsteps with fatal certainty
yet was not their ferocity glutted, or their avarice satisfied, by 
the devastation within the colony or the immense booty which 
had been swept off from the inhabitants. During the very 
time of these operat.ions the unfortunate traders who, in a 
fatal hour, had thrown themselves tlpon their hospitality, and 
were residing in the Kafir country, were either murdered or 
hunted from their little dwellings with the savage fury of 
blood-hounds. From one poor man, named Joseph Bourne, 
formerly a soldier in H. M. 38th Regiment, and who, almost 
as by miracle, escaped their hands, though at the expense of 
living the remnant of his days a pitiable cripple, we have 
heard the following recital :-

" On the the 23d of December," says he, "Foudis, alias 
Kasana, son of the late Dushane, and about 400 men and 
women, the former armed with assegais, came to my shop, 
situated on the Tamacha, bet~n the Buffalo and Keiskamma. 
This chief came into the house and sat down. After sitting 
a few moments he commanded me to open my boxes ; this 
was done; when he said that all the property they contained 
belonged to him ; then giving a whistle his men rushed into 
the shop, and those who could not get in at the door pulled 
down part of the wall to obtain ingress. After they had taken 
away all the property they stripped me naked, in which 
state Kasana himself forced me to carry part of my property 
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to his kraal, significantly saying he would there dispose of 
11¥l• On putting down the property I succeeded in eluding 
the vigilance of the guard which had been sent with me, and 
escaped into the bush. I heard them soon after seeking for 
me in the thicket with a number of dogs, on which I slid 
down a steep rocky precipice into a thick bush, ~d here I 
lay concealed while my pursuers passed. Durin~he night, 
which was very wet, I left my hiding place, and endeavoured 
to make for the Buffalo River. At day-light in the morning 
I fell in with a body of 20 Ka.firs, armed with assegais; these 
seized me, and· then forming a cirde, sat down e,n the ground 
with me in the midst of them. After some talk and dispute 
amongst themselves they permitted me to depart. About 12 
o'clock that day I met with 7 more Ka.firs ; these also stopped 
me, and one of them was about to dispatch me with an 
a.ssegai, when the qthers said-' Stop, we will beat him to 
death with our kierries.' They accordingly held me out at 
arm's length for some time, and I expected every moment to 
be put to death. After being kept a few minutes in this 
dreadful suspense, they said they would make me walk 
through a pond of water adjacent; accordingly they took 
me to a a large pool a short distance off, but when there I 
refused to go into the wa~r, telling them they might murder 
me on its bank. After some dispute, the purport of which 
appeared to be whether they should kill me or leave me to 
die from the cold and injury I had already endured, they 
resolved on the latter, and departed, leaving me in a most 
pitiable and almost helpless condition. At length, summoning 
up my little remaining strength, I crawled from the spot, and 
wandered I scarce knew whither: I came, however, at last 
in sight of the missionary institution of Mount Coke. Here 
Mr. Dugmore, the missionary, clothed me and gave me 
every attention, by which my life was saved ; though from 
the exposure naked to inclement weather, and the hardships 
I endured, I have lost the u .. of my limbs, and am now 
compelled to use crutches." 

It will scarcely be credited, after perusing the above recital, 
that the <;ase of this poor man has been adduced by the 
apologi~ts of the Ka.firs as a proof _of their forbea1'.ln?e and 
generosity to an enemy when m their power. And 1t 1s even 
said that there are those who can be misled by assertions of 
which it is difficult to know whether the turpitude or the folly 
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is most to be deplored. How emphatically and how differently 
does the language of Holy Writ describe such a people when 
it declares that " The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." 

This instance will suffice, out of an innumerable number 
which might be adduced, to shew the desperate lengths to 
which pe~ns will often proceed in support of some favorite 
opinion or theory. The Kafirs have been declared, by those 
who were superlatively ignorant of the subject, to be an in
jured people; and every occurrence on this frontier for many 
years back has been made to bend to, or subserve in some 
way or other, this fanciful hypothesis. We have offered some 
arg~ents already to shew the injustice and absurdity of this, 
and, we need not 1·epeat them ; but if these be perused with 
attention it may excite indignation, but not surprise, when 
we remark that at the very moment when the whole of the 
frontier was threatened with destruction-when the flourishing 
and beautiful settlement of Albany had been completely laid 
desolate-when the " lamentations of the widow and the 
fatherless" were piercing our ears,-and when our streets 
were crowded with our ruined, destitute friends and nei~h
bours,-at this fearful moment, and amidst these harrowmg 
scenes, the post from Cape Town brought the following false 
and flippant comment on the state of the frontier, inserted in 
the" Commercial .Advertiser" ofthe 27thDecember, 1834:-

" Colonel Somerset and the frontier authorities make this 
(the affair with Ensign Sparks), a pret,nce for driving all Kafirs 
from the neutral territory, where several of them have been 
permitted to graze their cattle and sow corn. This proc_eeding 
takes place, as usual, when the corn is nearly ripe, and the 
grass in Kafirland scanty." 

• Never had a newspaper paragraph a more powerful effect 
than this compound of cruel sarcasm' and false inuendo. The 
people were looking with intense anxiety to Cape Town for 
succour, the arrival of the post, therefore, was an event of 
no ordinary impoi'tance ; and then to find a leading journal 
fulminating to the world a statement calculated to suppress 
the public sympathy, and to bring odium UJ>On the righteous 
cause in which they were engaged, was sufficient to arouse 
into the fiercest activity every latent spark of indignation, 
and to bring down upon the head of the offender who thu, 
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presumed to sport with their miseries, that loud and deep 
bnl'l!t of execration which, like the whirlwind, sweeps every 
thing before it with resistless effect, 

At this moment of excitement-and as the first means 
which presented itself of counteracting the pernicious effects 
of the journal in question-thP following " Advertisement" 
was immediately drawn up, subscribed by every male pre
sent, to the number of three hundred nearly, and published 
for general information :- · 

Graham's Town, January 1st, 1815. 
"The Editor of the "South African Commercial .Advtrti,er" having already 

misrepresented an occurrence connected with the invasion of the colony, 
and commented upon his own false statement, in a manner calculated to 
aff"ect our hopes of succour from other quarters: and as there is an impres• 
sion abroad that former mil!t'epresentations in that paper, as well as the visit 
of its Editor to the frontier, are among the causes of a confederacy among 
the Kafir cbiefs, which threatens the total ruin of a large portion of the 
colony, we consider it our duty to call upon all well-wishers to their country 
- to implore all who would not wilfully be made instrumental in stifilng the 
cries of the widow and the fatherless for protection-to use their best en• 
deavors. to suppress the circulation of that paper during the continuance of 
the present awful crisis." 

It will be seen that the above document is loosely 
drawn up, and that former proceedings of the editor of the 
" Commercial .Advertiser" are vaguely ad,·erted to. This 
was unquestionably injudicious, as the public mind required 
no additional excitement, and the majority of those signing 
it were but very partially informed on the previous facts to 
which reference. was made. But there was little time for 
reftect.ion,-the enemv were at the moment around the 
town,:....several skii·mishes had already taken place in the 
vicinity,-and a large proportion of the signatures attached 
to this document was subscribed by men actually sitting on 
their horses with guns in their hands, ready to start off 
the next instant to confront the enemy, and defend all 
that is dear to man. 

But though the terms of that documentcaunot be perfectly 
defended, still they furnish no ground for that clamour which 
has been made against them. It is an unquestionable fact, 
and one which is capable of the most indubitable proof, that 
the Kafir Chiefs on the Frontier have had their minds 
poisoned by the injudicious wispers of . Europeans, with 
whom they haxe nccidentally come into contact. Ignorant of 
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the crafty dishonest character of these people, such persona 
have gone amongst them and assured them they were an op
presse~ p~ople, and that the pu!lishment which has sometimes 
h(:en mfhcted on them for their frequent murders and con
tinual robberies within the colonial boundary, was unjust 
in itself, and would be ultimately redressed by the British 
Government 

Amongst those who ha,·e thus acted, must be classed the 
Editor of the Commercial Advertiser. He, in the companJ 
of Dr. Philip, visited this Frontier in 1830, and we have suffi
cient evidence, recorded by himself, to shew the imprudent 
and dangerous scope of their conversations with the Frontier 
Chiefs,-some of whom were subsequently at the head of 
the confederacy against the Colony. Their visit must not 
be looked at as an ordinary occurrence. The name or Dr. 
Philip was well-known amongst these people, whilst his 
power and influence bad been greatly exaggerated in their 
estimation. The Editor of the .Advertiser, now his son-in
law, was only second to him in this respect. He wa& known to 
be the chief organ of the Public Press of Southern Africa, 
and an idea prevailed. that through him all their fancied griev
ances might be made known in a quarter from whence they 
expected redress. It is sufficient to say that these expectations 
were partly realized ; at least as far as the Public Press was 
concerned; and hence we find that during the whole 
time hti figured on this Frontier, the inhabitants had 
served up to them weekly in his Paper, such a hash or 
absurdity and slander as must, while it. amused his ene-. 
mies, have alarmed his friends for his future reputation as 
a public writer.• But this is not all: there are traditions 
current in Kafirland of much more being said than he has. 
chosen to publish in his Weekly Journal. Subjects of a most 
irritating character, such as the policy of ourmihtary system
the expulsion of the Kafir tribes from a former boundary, were 
freely discussed with some of the chiefs, and the conduct of 
the British authorities unceremoniously impugned. Such pro
ceeding~ as these may not be criminal 10 the legal acceptation 
of the word; yet it will be apparent that at such a moment of 
excitement as we have described, i(was not so very unreason
able for the parties concerned, while smariing from the effects 

• See a few extracts from the " Co111111m:ial A1ii>trtis,," of that day in our 
Introductory Remarks, pp. 116-118. 
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ofench folly, to include "the visit of the Editor of this paper 
amongst the cauaesofthe confederacy of the Kafir Chiefs.• 

.,. But we quit this digression and resume our narrative:
On the evening of 3d January a communication in writing 
was received by Col. Somerset, from the Kafirs at the Chu
mie. It was delivered at an outpost by Mr. Wier, the As
sistant Missionary, and as its contents are curious, we insert 
it at length. 

Statement of the Frontier Ka.firs to the Commandant and to 
His Excellency the Governor. 

1st. t That some time ago the soldiers were tracing stolen cattle, 

•The inconsistency of this public writer is worthy of note. On the public 
declaration of the inhabitants reaching Cape Town it bad a very powerful 
effect, particularly on the mind of him to whom it referred. But all resent
ment was disarmed on seeing, by retum of the post, an appeal made by 
him to those who bad subscribed the document in question, in which was this 
l"ery becoming and striking passage:-

" W • forgive'lh•m with our 10/io/6 ,oul. We are now pleading their came, 
and are prepared to carry it, with all the energy we possess, before the 
British government, the British public, and the world at large, Additional 
troops and pecuniary assistance from His Majesty's govemment,-sympathy 
and succour from a liberal and feeling public,-is the system we must re
commend for the r~toration and settlement of Alban,-." 

The ink, however, with which this feeling paragraph was written wu 
scarcely dry, when accounts reached Cape Town that some abatement was 
manifest in the ravages of the barbarians. The first rush of the invaders 
had passed over, and the momentary and deceitful calm which ensued appears 
to have inspired him with hopes that the whole population of the frontier 
bad been thrown into a cowardly panic without any just cause. Presuming 
on this false inference, he instantly put forth to the world such a tirade of 
abuse as at once decided those against him who had hitherto defended, or at 
least extenuated, his conduct on the ground of an error, not of principle, 
but of judgment. Since then every thing has been written and done by 
him to ruin our hopes, and to blight our prospects. His strictures on 
our affairs have deterred the Cape Trade Society from appealing to the 
public for assistance for the sufferers ; and instead of forgiving those who 
signed the celebrated declaration, as he solemnly avowed-and which avowal 
is indeliably recorded in bis own paper-he has pursued his revenge with a 
rancour alike unmitigated and unceasing. In the very last number of his 
paper, published by him on the 21st of May, he refers to that document 
as "the lying placard." So much for the consistency of this writer, and his 
Christian virtue of jorgiveneu ,if injury. 

t The following explanations have been given on the several 
points above referred to. 

1.-It can be fully proved that colonial cattle, stolen by three Kafirs, 
were diatinctly traced to this kraal, and that the Kafir who was shot at the 
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they came to a kraal belonging to one of Eno's son·s; he was in 
his own house, but the soldier shot him dead ; although the cattle 
were not found at aaid kraal, but were found in Slambie's country. 
There was no payment given by the aoldier for the death of that 
captaio.-(For explanation upon this .ubject, see note No 1.) 

'ld. That four years ago a Commando was in Kafirland. The 
Chief Sikou was called by said Commando to come near and lay 
down his assagais. He did so, and the Commando shot him dead. 
The Commando paid nothing for the death of that captain. 

3d. That there was an officer from Fort WiUshire, who. with hia 
soldiers, traced stolen hol'!ICS into the country of the Chief Eno. 
The horses were not found, but cattle were seized. Eno's Kafirs 
followed the patrole. They threw an assagai, and the officer was 
wounded in the arm ; and afterwards a flltrole came and the Kafirs 
had to pay 200 head of cattle aa the price. 

4th. That lately the patrole seized Tyali's own cattle, and im
mediately h1S brother Xo Xo sent and asked the reason. There 
were six Kafirs with Tyali's brother; but he ordered them to stand 
at a distance until he should endeavour to get an answer from the 
patrole. The answer from the patrole was, "Go home." He asked, 
Why? The patrole replied,-•• This is the Government ground," 
and then they fired twice. Xo Xo told the soldiers, these cattle 
are Tyali's cattle,-the Chiefs cattle are great things, and you say 
yourselves, that Tyali is like a Military Post. That Xo Xo said, 
"If I had people to day I would fall in battle, for Tyali'scattle have 
committed no crime. That the soldiers fired six times before they 
threw their ass3ris. That the soldiers came on the cattle when 
they were grazing between the Mankanzana and the Gaga Rivers. 

6th. That Capt. Armstrong said " it was not my people, it was 

entrance to the kraal (and not at his own house) opposed the patrole, and 
was in the act of stabbing one of them when the soldier shot the said Kair 
in self-defence. If the cattle were afterwards found in Slambie'• country, 
that does not acquit the kraal of Kafira in question of having been accessary 
to the theft. [rhe aboTe is proved by affidavit, which it is wmecessary to 
insert.-ED.] 

1.-Proved totally falee on the evidence, 011 oath, of many eye-witnea1e1. 
1.-See full account of this transaction, page 8. 
4.-Tyali had been repeatedly told by the Commandant of the frontier, and 

more frequently by Capt. Armstrong, that he could not be permitted to 
occupy the country immediately opposite Fort Beaufort, and in rear of our 
advanced posts. Daily patroles were employed on this duty, and conducted 
themselves with great mildness and consideration. 

6.-Capt. Armstrong did tell Tyali that the patrole ,in question waa uot 
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the people of Fort Beaufort who did so." That Col. Somerset 
called Tyali to the New Post; but Tyali replied, "No, I cannot 
come there, the Colonel must come to the Chumie Missionary Insti
tution." That Col. Somerset answered, " I cannot come; but 
my ear is still open to hear any communication you have to make." 
That Tyali wrote to the Colonel again; but the Colonel replied, 
"I have no communication to make now." That two days after 
the Colonel called Tyali to Block drift; but Tyali replied, " I can
not come to the Block Drift,--come to the Institution and I shall 
meet with you there." 

6th. That the Kafir Chiefs and pe?ple waited anxiously until Qgl •. 
Somerset came from England. Durmg the Colonel's absence, 'her 
though their officers did many bad things agaiRSt the Kafirs,-that 
they, tj:ie Kafirs were quiet, and said nothing. That they were 
anxious to see the Colonel ; but when he came from England he 
fixed the boundary line at the Chumie, and drove us back towards 
the Fetcani, and then he spoke to us with guns; the effect was, our 
beasts have become poor and have died. 

i;ent from his post. It can be fully proved that Ttali had an immenae body 
of Kafirs at the Cbumie, awaiting the arrival of ~I. Somerset and Capt. 
Armstrong, with the intention of murdering them. On a former occasion 
Tyali agreed to meet Capt. Armstrong at the Chumie school with two men 
only. Mr. Chalmen aud Mr. Weir can testify that, inatead of two Kalin, 
Tyali was accompanied by several hundred, armed with assegais; and that 
after Capt. A.'s conference with Tyali had taken place, and Capt. A. wu 
retuniing to a smtLll party of his men, who were at some distance, this large. 
body of Kafin, at the instigation of one of their body, jumped up with one 
accord, declaring their intention of putting Capt. A. to death. After warm 
debating amongst the Kafirs, an ilifluential Kafir succeedejl in overruling this 
murderous intention. Capt. A. was accompanied to the 'lchool by only two 
of his men. 

The latter part of this statement is false. Tyali did not send to Colonel 
Somenet to go from Block Drift to Chumie; but Tyali declined meeting the 
Colonel at Block Drift ; and on the very day that Tyali states he wanted the 
Colonel to go to him at Chumie, Hogen,. the trader, was barbarously mur
dered at the Chumie school, and Buys, the flltlller, the day previously at 
hia farm. 

6.-From the repeated depredations of the Kafirs the permission for their 
grazing their cattle in the ceded territory was withdrawn ; and at that time 
Tyali acknowledged to Colonel England, the Commandant, in the presence 
of two witnesses, that he was perfectly aware his occupying that part of the 
country was afaver, raa he was present when his father had given up all 
right to it to Lord C. Somerset. Tbe measure of expelling the Kafirs from the 
colony was completed some time before the arrival of Colonel Somerset from 
leave of absence in England. Tyali represented to Colonel Somenet the scarcity 
of grass from a long and unusual drought, and Colonel Somerset obtained per
mission from His· Excellency for the Kafin to graze their cattle within certain 
limits on the colonial •ide, until the grass should be more plentiful. The 
lt~n continually transgreaaed the condition, on which thi1 was gnuated. 
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7th. That Col. Somerset always said, "the Governor shall come 
and make things right;" but the Kafirs have not yet seen the Go
vernor, and therefore we become tired. 

8th. That the country beyond the Fish River, was the country 
of Palo :-Palo ,vas the father of Karabi :-Karabi was the grand
father of our late King Gaika. 

9th. That the Amakosa Chief.'! have become themselves the friends 
of the Colonists. When they could find a thief, they brought him 
to the military, to shew they had no fellowship with thieves; and 
afterwards gave cattle to the Colonists for the bad work of the 
Chief. 

I 0th. That when officers and soldiers come into Kafferland, they 
come with guns; but when the Kafirs entered into the Colony, or 
came to. the Military Posts, they must lay aside their assagaia; 
when they wished to enter into the Colony to see their friends, then 
they were seized and placed in the black-hole. 

11 th. That sometimes when stolen cattle were not brought, but the 
trace left behind, the patroles seized the cattle of the nearest kraal. 

7.-Tbe Ka6ra were distinctly informed ~at the Governor would visit the 
frontier as soon as circu1DBtances would permit. It appears pretty certain 
that the Kafirs had long ago resolved on war, and that the delay of the Go• 
vernor is urged only as a plea. 

8.-It is well known that the count~ as far as the Kei formerly belonged 
to the Hottentot&, and not to the Kafirs. 

9.-Tbey rarely gave up thuv,s; but there ha~e been instances of their giv
ing up, as th~ue,, persons who were a burden to them, and whom they wished 
to get rid of. These, however, there is every reason to believe, were inno• 
cent. A destitute person, of weak intellect, was singled out as a aacrifice ; 
and to give a coloring to this assertion, with a view to screen the real culprit. 
At Fort Willsbire, in 1880, a Kafir who was totally guiltless was given up 
by l'rlacomo as one concerned in murdering SOIJIE: servants at Pringle's farm. 
This man was nearly an idiot. The humanity of the officer commanding at 
Fort Willshire led him to take much pain8"'to investigate the case. Macomo 
was totally indifferent what became of this man so that he screened the real 
perpetrators of the murder, who, up to this day, have never been given_up. 

10. -Soldiers never entered Kafirland for the purpose of ,,.,tling cattle; 
whereas the Kafir nation bas proved itself to be a nation of thieves ; and 
common sense admits that such a precaution was and will be necessary while 
they cootinue in their present barbarous state. lfKafirs were not apprehended 
when found roaming about the colony, thefts were sure to follow. 

11.-Restitution for stolen cattle was never enforced unless the spoor was 
traced direct to a particular kraal, and the inhabitants thereof did not satis• 
factorily account for a transaction which they could not ,fail to bP. aware of. 
I( they could not shew that the cattle were taken out of their kraal, what 
other mode could be adopted? It is well known by those conversant with 
Kafir customs, that almost every Kafir tries to aid nnd abet Kafir thieves, 
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At all these thing.i the counsel of our hearts have been broken, 
and now we have no counsel t9 give to our people; when our hearts 
were so broken, we said to our people, " Go to the Colony and get 
payment for the offences done us: they have gone and they have 
done evil.'' 

12. That the Chiefs thought they were under the English Go
vernment, and they never imagined that they would have been 
forced to take up assagais against that brave nation, now they 
would no longer bear with such things. The time when Gaika 
assisted the English, and Slambie's people had weapons, and were 
the enemies of the English, but we were friends to the English_; 
that was a most difficult thing. 

13. That there are three things which are great in Kafirland,
lst. It is a great thing to kill a chief or wound him.-2d. It is a 
great thing to take land from the Kafirs.-3d. It is a great thing 
to seize the real cattle of a Chief. That the Kafirs cannot say that 
their Chiefs cattle were beyond the boundary line, as they consider 
that the boundary line is the Great Fish River. 

14.-That they request payment for the killing and wounding of 
their chief in the same way as Colonel Somerset made Eno to pay 
200 head of cattle for the wounding of a British officer. That the 
chiefs have ordered all their people to desist from hostilities against 
the colonists until th_ey hear frum Col. Somerset and the Governor . 

• and every artifice is used to obliterate the spoor, by driving large herds of 
cattle about the kraals, so that the stolen cattle may be sent to some of their 
fastneHes without detection; from whence they are sent farther to the interior 
to be exchanged. 

ua.-It was the English who saved Gaik.a from being destroyed, and who 
protected him to his death. 

IS,-The cattle were drinn by Tyali's order into the colony on purpose 
that they might be seized by that patrole in order to have an excuse for com
mencing the war. Tlie plan of tracing the spoor of cattle to particular 
kraals, and the genPral mode pursued, has been frequently recommended to 
the higher British authorities by the Kafir chiefs themselves ; and if young 
chiefs oppose the soldiers in the execution of their dutit>s, as agreed to by 
the elder chiefs, it is the fault of the young men. If a chief is concerned 
in, or connives at, robberies, why should he not suffer by being compelled 
to restore stolen property? They knew perfectly well that the Great Fish 
River was not the boundary ; and they likewise knew that they were allowed 
to graze their cattle in the ceded territory on aulferance. 

14.-No payment was ever demanded for the wounding the officer. The 
cattle were sent out on this occasion by the Kafirs themselves as restitution 
for large thefts of horses Eno's people had been guilty of, and which they 
could not deny. Instead of being at peace, the Kafirs were at this moment 
throughout the Fish Rinr Bush and New Year's River, and continued 
pouring intothecolony,committi11g murder, and destroying by fire and spear. 
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To.day is now peace, and they all wish to live in peace with the 
English; they shall now hold up from fighting until they obtain an 
answer. 

To Col. SoMERSET and His Excellency Sir BENJAMIN D'UaBAN, 
Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

To the foregoing curious document i, subjoined the following 
certificate :-

This is to certify that the Rev. Mr. Chalmers was called to the 
church at Chumie, and in preaence of a large concourse of armed 
Kafirs was reluctantly made to write the above to Col. Somerset and 
His Excellency the Governor: and that Mr. James Weir was, as 
reluctantly, obliged to promise to become the bearer thereof to the 
nearest British officer. This we did, knowing the dreadful conse
quence of a refusal. 

(Signed) W. CHALMERS. 
J. WEIil. 

It is a little curious to observe that on the very day this 
communication was received instead of the Kafirs being at 
peace, as stated, they were not only within the line of 
frontier, but they made an open determined attack upon the 
military post of Hermanus Kraal, situated 18 miles N. E. of 
Graham's Town. This station was defended by a small detach
ment of the 75th Regt. anrl about twenty farmers, who, with 
their families, had taken refuge there with their flocks and 
herds. It appears that early in the morning the enemy shewed 
himself in considerable force, and commenced the attack 
on the po11t by a discharge of fire-arms. Many of the invaders 
were mounted on good horses, and from the activity and de• 
termination displayed by them, it was at on~ period generally 
imagined that_ the post would have been carried: this was, 
however, averted by the timely appearance of a party of 
about 30 men, who wer,e on their way from Fort Beaufort 
to Graham's Town They immediately attacked the enemy's 
flank, and succeeded in forcing him to retire. One of the 
most conspicuous men in the ranks of the invaders was a 
man of color, formerly in the service of Mr. Howse, · of· 
Graham's Town. He was well mounted, and armed with a 
double-barrelled gun, and appeared to exercise considerable 
authority; as on his horse being shot under him, he was 
observed immediately to seize another, rode by a Kafir at 
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l,is side, whom he unceremoniously unhorsed, and then 
instantly resumed his former position. 'fwo Kafirs were 
killed in this affair, and it is supposed that &eYeral were 
wounded and conveyed into the bueh. On our part ene 
farmer was slightly wouuded by a musket ball in . the hand, 
and a soldier of the Mounted Rifles in the thigh by an 
assegai. The enemy succeeded, however, in carrying off' 
the eattle and sheep : the greater part of which were after
wards re~captured. 

On the e~ening of this day Lieut.-Col. SMITH arrived from 
Cape Town, 'havi11g made the journey in the short period 
of six days. It was soon known that this officer came with 
full power to adopt any measures which he might consider 
f'xpedient to meet the public exigency : and also that the 
72d Regt. had embarked, and might be expected on the 
frontier within a very few days, together with such supplies 
as would enable the colonial forces to asc-ume offensive 
operations against the invaders. 
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• 
CHAPTER 

Proceedings of Col. Smith-Appoiiitment of" Graham's 1'own 
Volunteers·'-Murder of Messr,. 7'urner, Newman, Blakeway. 

and Liebergeld-Arrival of Reinforcements-Proceedings of 
Graa.ff-Reinet Burghers-Murders ia the Zuurberg-Pro
ceedings of Major Cox-Attack on and destruction of Eno's 
Kraal-Proceedings of Col. Somerset-A_ff'air on the Bush
man's River-Massacre of J. Brown and P. Whittaker
Re-occupation of Bathurst-Escape of the Rev. Mr. Chalmers 
and Mr. Weir from the Chumie-Gallant conduct of the 
Groepes-State of Kat River Settlement-Delicate position 
of the friendly Kafir Chiefs-Generous and patriotic conduct 
of the inhabitants of Cape 7'own-Appointment of Provisional 
Government at the Cape-Arrival of His Excellency Sir B. 
D'Urban at Port Elizabeth-Plan of Campaign. 

ON the morning succeeding the arrival of Col. Smith, the 
scene at Graham's Town was animating and cheerful. It 
was soon understood that this officer was armed with full 
authority from the Governor to adopt any measures which it 
might appear to him the public security rendered necessary. 
This persuasion, and the soldier-like bearing of the Colonel, 
as he rapidly examined the defences of the town, at once 
inspired the people with confidence, and with an ardent de.sire 
to meet,· in fair field, their savage assailants. 

The first step taken by Colonel Smith was the promulgation 
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of a proclamation, (*I.) placing the districts of AlbanY. and 
Somerset under Martial Law ; the next authorizing all military 
or municipal officers to put any building, whether public or 
private, in a state of defence ; and the third, notifying that 
any persons raising false reports, or repeating unfounded 
intelligence calculated to alarm and distress the inhabitants, 
were guilty of an offence cognizable by military law, and 
would be dealt with accordingly. The municieal force of 
Graham's Town was also remodelled and formed mto a corps, 
consisting of four companies of infant~ and one troop of 
cavalry, and was styled "the Qraham s Town Volunteers." 

This day information reached town of the murder of several 
of the defenceless and unresisting inhabitants. A poor man 
named Turner was found lying in a house on the Bathurst 
road with his head nearly severed from his body, besides 
numerous other wounds in different parts of his person. The 
corpse of another Englishman named Newman was mutilated 
in the same savage manner at the farm of Woodlands, 
on the Kariega, in which neighbourhood every dwelling had 
been plm1dered and nearly all destroyed. Their nex~ victim 
was a respectable farmer near Fort Beaufort named Blake
way; and the fourth was a Dutch settler named Liebergeld. 
The latter was proceeding with• his wife from the Orange River 
to Graham's Town: they had proceeded safely till within 
about seven miles of their destination, when they observed 
the barbarians pouring down ueon them from the adjacent 
heights ; on this they, with their servants, fled to a thicket 
for concealment, but here the unfortunate man was soon 
overtaken and murdered : but while thus wreaking their ven
geance on this poor man, his wife and servants succeeded in 
eluding detection, and eventually in finding a shelter at the 
neighbouring farm of the late. Mr. T. C. White. 

The information of these sickening atrocities was., however, 
somewhat relieved by the first-arrival of reinforcements from 
the neighbouring districts. A small body of. Hottentots had 
arrived from Port Elizabeth, having marched through a 
country occupied by the enemy in force, but without meeting 
with an:y adventure beyond a slight skirmjsh in the Bush
man's River pass, and in ~hich one man was w9wiq~f1,in the 
arm by a musket ball. From Graaff-Reinet the Civil Com
missioner, Van Ryneveld, in command ofa party of 100 inha-

'"The numerals refer to the offi!:ial documents inserted in the Appendix. 
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bitants of that district, arrived at Graham's Town on the 10th 
January. This detachment had been particularly active on 
the route to head-quarters. Instead of taking the direct road 
they had struck off to the eastward, scouring in their progreu 
the country along the Kaga, Mankanzana, and Koonap Rivers. 
All this part of the colony was described as being in the most 

. deplorable condition ;-houses destroyed and pillaged, and 
' the whole country swept of its flocks and herds. In the 

forest which stretches up the sides, and crowns the summit of 
the lofty Kaga Berg, several parties of the enemy were dis
covered, and also a large herd of cattle, which had been 
secreted by the enemy in a chasm amongst the precipitous 
crags of the mountam, so difficult of approach that it was 
found utterly impracticable to·dislodge them that night. On 
the following morning, having obtained a reinforcement, they 
marched to the same point through the almost impervious 
and tangled thicket; and on gaining it found that during the 
night the enemy had decamped with their booty. The cat.tie 
had been placed in a situation so surrounded by perpen
dicular and rur;ged masses of rock, that the farmers had 
found it utterly impossible to dislodge them. But the Kafirs, 
even amid the darkness of night, had succeeded better ; their 
m~hod under such circumstances is to goad cattle with their 
assegais, by which means, accompanied by shouting and 
whistling in a peculiarly shrill and vehement manner, they 
excite them to such a pitch of desperate fren~y that they will 
rush forwatd even upon certain destruction. Thus in this 
instance a large number of the herd had been forced over the 
rocky precipices, at the foot of which the poor animals were 
found lying in a heap, maimed and dead, or dying. 

At the moment of these operations at the Kaga the enemy 
were ravaging the country far in the rear. At the Zuurberg 
several farms were destroyed and the inhabitants killed.· The 
occurrences which took place in this neighbourhood cannot 
be stated better than in the artless and affecting narrations 
given by the surviving suffere1'8 :-

" On the 24th December," says the widow of Carel 
Matthys, " I and my husband were at Somerset to receive 
the Sacrament, when we heard that the Kafirs had entered 
the colony and committed murder, &c. We retumed imme
diately to the farm, and my husband was called upon by the 
Field-comet a few dayR after to go out on commando. He 
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went to the Field-comet, but retumed the same day, and 
told us that the neighbours were pre.paring their houses against 
fire, in case the Kafirs should come. We remained quietly 
on our fann, and heard nothing of them until the 6th of 
January, when the two sons of L. Van der Linde called, and 
informed us that their father had left his place some days 
ago; the young men had returned the preceding day to see if 
all was undisturbed, had stayed all night at the place, and 
shot a few birds, but had neither seen nor heard of any Kafirs. 
Their farm is in a deep ravine, about 7 or 8 miles from ours ; 
that night they remained with us. 

"After supper and family worshif, my husband went out 
as usual, leaving the dour open. was sitting in my bed
room waiting for him, when a pane of glass was smashed in 
the window close to me, and immediately a knob-kierrie flew 
into the bed-r .... om through another pane ; turning toward the 
window, in alarm, I saw a musket poi~ted through it directly 
at my breast, hut it did not go off: I put the candle out as 
quickly as possible, and stood a little on one side of the 
window. There was another candle still burning in the front 
room, and I saw a Kafir come and light a bundle of straw at 
it, and apply it to the thatch. . 

" Proceedin~ into the front room, I saw my eldest son 
Charles with his gun, he asked me if he should fire on the 
Kafirs, I told him not to do so, but to go to prarer, which 
he did. After this my youngest son, 13 years of'•age, who 
was asleep in bed, bemg roused by the noise, went towards 
the door, and immediately received an assegai in his right 
side, and fell into the house. L. Van der Linden took him 
up and brought him to me in the bed-room. The Kafirs then 
set the house on fire a second time on the opposite side, and 
I got part of my property conveyed to the door, ready to be 
taken out in case the Kafirs should retire, and the house he 
consumed. While I was in the front room with the children 
and the two Van der Lindens, a ball. was fired in at the door, 
and lodged in a partition wall, but did not touch any body. 
The house was now full of smoke. I desired the two Van 
der Lindens to take some of my goods outside the house, but 
they were afraid. Cornelius put his head out at the door to 
see if the Kafirs were gone, but an assegai was immediately 
hurled at him, and stuck in the door., Immediately after 
this the Kafirs set up a hideous noise, and drove all the cattle 
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out of the fold, which was only about 100 yards from the 
house. All this time my second son was asleep; I now awoke 
him to assist in b1·inging my property out of the house. It 
was soon discovered, however, that the fire might probably 
be extinguished. While they were fetching water for this pur 
pose, I went out to see what was doing, and perceived a man 
coming towards the house ; it pl'Oved to be Samuel Prince, a 
bastard, from Enon, who fom1erly had lived for some time on 
our farm, cutting wood, and owed my late husband about 400 
dollars. He stated that himself and three Hottentots from 
Enon, who were out on patrole, had been taken prisoners by 
the Kafirs in the course of the day. The Kafirs having sur
rounded them took thei1· arms from them, and asked whether 
there were any farmers remaining in the Zuurberg, and being 
told that Carel Matthys was still there, the Katirs ordered 
the _prisoners to conduct them thither. I asked him if he had 
seen my husband? he said 'No.' I then requested him to 
assist in putting out the fire, which he did. When the fire 
was extinguished, and the property carried into the house 
again, as my husband did not make his appearance, my 
eldest son again enquired of Prince if he had not seen him; 
Prince replied that he had seen something lying in the kraal, 
but did not know what it was. Being informed of this I 
questioned him again, and sent the children with him to see 
what it was; it proved to be the corpse of their father. They 
brought him into the house, and then I sent for my mother 
from an adjoining house, where she and my father were li,·ing, 
both of them helpless from a~e. My father is 86 years of 
age, and my mother is 76. They were not further molested 
than by the noise. When we had washed my husband we 
foun<l he had received no less than 13 assegai wounds. The 
following day, with the assistance of my children, and the 
two Van der Lindens, I buried my husband, and sent J eremias, 
a baptised Kafir servant, to inform Mr. Hart, of Somerset, 
what had happened, and to solicit assistance. 

"On the 9th of January, the Field-cornet Johan Van der 
Vyfer came, with some burghers and a span of oxen, to my 
assistance. I put a few things into·the wagon as quickly as 
possible, and proceeded towards Brack River, and after we had 
travelled about four hours, my son William died of the wound 
he had received." 

"Cornelis Joh. Engelbrecht was killed under the Zuurberg 
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. on the 12th of January ; he was on patrole with eight others, 
when a body of Kafirs came unexpectedly upon· them about 
sun-set; (he was riding an English mare which knocked up), 
seeing the enemy advancing in great numbers, his companions 
made off, and suffered the Kafirs to surround him ; and 
though he called to them for help, and implored them not to 
leave him, yet they went on. Engelbrecht after receiving an 
assegai in the leg, which he pulled out with his own hands, 
dismounted; and bied to lead his horse, but it would not 
move ; he then strove to escape on foot, but while running 
received another assegai in the back of the loins, and fell, 
and the Kafirs dispatched him with 14 assegai wounds, and 
took his horse, saddle, bridle, and his gun, &c. He was not 
quite twenty-two years of age, and has left a widow and one 
young child. 

" On the occasion referred to, the patrole of eight men had 
divided themselves into two parties, and had also left a 
party of four men to protect P. R. Botha's house, where they 
were stationed; the Kafirs were apparently making an attempt 
to surround them, and cut off their retreat to the house in 
question, and at the same time another party of Kafirs sur
rounded the house and set fire to it; of the foui- burghers 
left in charge three got away, and one of the name of Nieu
kerk remained alone, until he found the house beset with 
Kafirs all around and in flames above his head ; when he 
came to the front door and reconnoitered he found it beset, 
and when he tried the back door it was the same ; he there
fore returned to the front door, and setting it slightly ajar, 
stood inside with his gun cocked, ready to shoot the first 
person who should attempt to murder him. In this predica
ment he stood until the burning roof fell in about his ears, 
when the wind blew the smoke in such dense masses out at 
the door that he passed in the cloud quite through the Kafir:o 
unperceived, and got into the jungle, where he remained all 
night. Early next morning he re-visited the smoking ruins, 
and sought· among the ashes until he found his bridle, bit, 
&c. ; he then proceeded on foot to join the rest of the party 
at Brak River, and when he told t_hem the story of his extra
ordinary escape they could not believe it, or that he had re
visited the rums, until he took off his hat and produced the 
bit of his bridle."• 

• Vide Report of Board of Relief, p. p. GS-66. 
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At Mooimeisjes Fonteiu, about :20 miles to the ~- E. or 
this, a largy party of farmers had assembled, resolved to 
make a determined stand against the invaders. Their · 
wagons were drawn around the buildings, so as to form a 
strong barricado, and sentries were posted at night outside 
of these. In spite, however, of every precaution the 
enemy succeeded in capturing their cattle ; and continued to 
make such determined night attacks upon them, that at 
length, harrassed and worn out by incessant watching aml 
fatigue, they were compelled to abandon their position and 
take shelter at Grahams Town. 

While these proceedings were going on at distant points, 
the military authorities were acting with the greatest energy 
and activity at head quarters. Colonel Somerset, with a de
tachment of the Cape Rifles, was likewise so successful as to 
fall in with}md route a considerable force of the enemy near 
Roode Draai, sixteen of whom were killed. 

· It was also re.solved to make a diverson in favor of the 
colonists by a sudden inroad into the enemy's territory, and 
thus carry the horrors of wa1· to their own doors. This had 
been suggested some time before, not only by sound policy, 
but also by that part of the Kafir nation which had maintained 
its alliance with the colony. Accordingly a force of 400 men, 
conjointly civilians and military, well mounted, was ordered 
to make a rapid march into Eno's territory to surprise his 
kraal, if possible, and from thence to proceed to Tyali's with 
the same object. The proce<'<lings of this commando are 
well described by an individual employed on this service, and 
from whose account we make the following extract:-

" On the morning of the 10th Jan , by 4 o'clock we 
marched off in the direction of Kafirland, our party con
sisting of 76 English, 90 from Uitenhage, and 40 0£ the 
Cape Corps, the whole under the direction of Major Cox 
of the 75th Regiment, assisted by Capt. Hallifax. Much 
speculation was afloat as to what point or object the t>xpe
dition was directed, until we reached Mr Drh·er's farm, 
di_stant l '2 miles, on the road to Comme~jes Drin, on the 
Fish H.iv~r; here we were informed that the kraals of Eno 
and Tyali were our de1,tination. Having breakfasted we 
moved forwards, and presently saw a body of about 10 Ka-
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firs making their way to the colony, who, on perceiving us, 
ran off to the bush adjacent. Our journey continued 
through a country replete with bush, intersected by passes, 
along which the feet marks of our de~l~ foe, and the 
thousands of beasts be had driven before hun, were to be 
seen. We crossed the river about mid-day, and ascended 
a more pleasant country, but still bushy,-here we dis
covered the fresh traces of sheep, and obtained permission 
for 12 men to push forward in hopes of overtaking them, 
as we only supplied ourselves with biscuit previous to our 
marching. Our road being steep and narrow, the day was 
far advanced before we reached the level ground ; at length 
we came up with about a dozen Kafirs, having in their 
possession about 300 sheep and 40 horses, which we re
captured. It was now nearly sun-set, and we prepared to 
dine on Mr. Tomlinson's mutton, which had been taken the 
day before from Hermanns' Kraal. Having received orders 
to proceed onward at 11 o'clock that night, we snatched a 
short repose, and at the appointed hour all were in readi.:. 
ness. Our march now lay through kloofs and ravines,
at length we reached the open plain, and shaped our course 
direct to Eno's. Not a sound wa~ heard but the tramping of 
horses' hoofs, and a veil of dark c1ouds obscured the moon, 
so that we were in a manner obliged to feel our way. At 
length the first glimmering of morning appeared, and 
before the sun had risen Wt! came in view of Eno's kraals, 
still push_ing forward to a central position, and the Chief's 
own residence. The Kafirs fled to the bushes. Eno him
self, it is reported, fled in the disguise of his daughter. 
The enemy threw some assegaais and fired a few shots, but 
without effect ;--about 30 of them fell; they were Eno's 
C1>Unscllors and picked men, and kept near his person; 
among them were two of his brothers and a son. The 
object of the expedition being thus far accomplished, and 
ourselves and horses requiring rest and refreshment, we 
saddled off in the midst of this scene of action, while the 
enemy's spies, stationed on distant eminences, continued 
to waich our motions. About mid-day we re~raced our 
steps, inclming to Fort Willshire, which place we reached 
about sun set the same evening (Sunday.) Here we hoped 
to recruit our supplies in all things necessary, as we had 
started with only three days biscuit; but our mortification 
was extreme on discovering that the enemy had removed 
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every thing edible; every object bore marks of their savage 
brutality ;-nearly oue-fourth of the buildings were de
stroyed; fire having been apP.lied to the bottoms of the 
rafters, which giving way brought down the roof; but this 
proving a tedious process they appear to have abandoned it. 
We had, however, the consolation of finding plenty of 
forage corn for our horses, or our stay here wonld ·not have 
been of any duration from the want of pasture and the 
density of bush. The morning after our arri"al a pt,rty of 
about 20 Kafirs came within pistol shot of the fort, a~ is 
believed, for the purpose of pluuder. These proved to be 
Macomo's people, who, in a short parley, demanded what 
business we had in Macomo's territory ; prudential reasons 
prevented us from firing upon them, and they sheered otfto 
the bush in time to defeat our plans of circumvention. We 
resumed our march at 3 o'clock on Wednesday morning, 
and at sun-rise found ourselves among the mimosa groves 
of this charming portion of the 111::utral territory. The lofty 
Chumie, and its still loftier neighbours, lay before m•, and 
every turn discovered new beauties for our contemplation. 
About mid-day we rested at Block Drift, on the Chumie 
River, and about 10 miles from the kraal of Tvali. At 
night we formed a hollow square with our horses, and slept 
at their heads, to be in readiness for any emergency. At 
four the following morning we commenced our last march 
in advance; the rain continued, and the thick mist which 
enveloped us seemed well to conceal our movements; w bile, 
notwithstanding the weather and the want of provisions, our 
people cheerfully pushed forward in hopes of chastising the 
prime mover in tlais sanguinary drama. Through a lane of 
thickly studded mimosas and other evergreens, we came to 
an open space, and at this moment, as if by magi~, the 
vapours ascended, and disclosed as fine a nook as ever the 
imagination formed of fairy-land. Surrounded by huts of 
greater magnitude, and better construction than any we had 
yet seen, that of Tyali's rose superior, and bespoke its mastn 
the chief of chiefs. Its interior was ornamented by a double 
row of pillars of straight smooth wood, carefully selected, 
which supported the spherical roof; this being composed of 
compact materials bid defiance to the rain, and the whole 
being plastered, conveyed an idea of neatness which we di,,! 
not expect to find among Kafirs. This spot, so late the 
scene of activity and !;}amonr, where the gn:•at i.poliator 
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issued his mandates to his myrmidons, was now become the 
abode of solitude: its inhabitants had long fled, and it now 
remained for us to extinguish the last hope that Tyali could 
have of re-possessing himself of this retreat. Columns of 
smoke soon indicated that the whole had been fired. We 
then climbed the Chumie to the New Post, where we joined 
a party of Hottentots and the Cape Rifles, under Major 
Burney, amounting to 140 men. The post had been de
stroyed, and the weather continuing unfavorable, 'Ye found 
no shelter from the cold of those high regions. Here we 
passed the ni~ht of Thursday, but the next day, shortly after 
sun-rise, we descended to the valleys on our return home, 
where we arrived on the morning of the 18th inst. 

" It is but just to observe that if the regularity and dis
cipline which are observable in regular troops were not con
spicuous in the body that formed this expedition, yet the 
alacrity to act, and the submission to obey, were features 
strongly prominent during the whole of this harrassing duty.'' 

During these operations in the enemy's territory, Col. Somer
set was no less usefully employed within the colony. He had 
been directed to proceed to the Bushman's River, where the 
enemy had presented himself in considerable force. Here he 
was to be joined by a burgher force from Graaff-Reinet and 
George, under the Civil Commissioner R yneveld and Field-com
mandant Rademeyer. The Colonel having accordingly taken 
up a position in the Commadagga, detached patroles in every 
direction around, and these very soon brought him .certain 
intelligence that a large body of the enemy, both horse and 
foot, had passed through the Bushman's River poort; at the 
extremity of which it had separated, moving in two divisions, 
one part in the direction of the Zuurberg, and the other 
towards the neighbourhood of "Vaderlands Wilge Boom." 
In the course of the day a smart skirmish took place between 
his patroles and the enemy, in which the latter lost 12 men, 
and had 400 head of cattle and 130 horses captured. On 
the 15th January the enemy shewed himself in some force 
on the skirts of the bushy ravines which line the banks of 
the Bushman's River. An attack was immediately com
menced by the Colonel, and a smart fire was kept up on both 
sides for about three hours. At length the enemy was dis
lodged from his position with the loss of 40 killed and several 
wounded. The colonial force did not consist of more than 
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100 men, whilst that of the enemy was estimated at from 
1,000 to 1,500, of whom about 100 were mounted. In this 
affair Ensign O'Reilly.was severely wow1ded, a musket ball 
passing through both thighs. 

The day previous to this affair a distressing occurrence took 
place at Mahony's farm, a spot which has already been referred 
to as the scene of several fatal disasters. Here an inhabitant, 
named John Brown, whom the reader wiJI remember as being 
with Mahony at the time of his murder, had taken up a 
position witli a mounted patrole of 25 men, consisting, with 
the exception of one man, of Hottentots and persons of color. 
He had been selected for this duty in consequence of his 
accurate knowledse of the intricate fastnesses which are met 
with in that direction; and he had very judiciously established 
his quarters in a double-storied, flat-roofed buildmg, formerly 
belonging to the deceased Mahony. Here they were not long 
before the enemy emerged from the surroundmg thicket in 
considerable force : but 1100n perceiving that this post could 
not be carried without inevitably sustaining loss from the 
muskets of the patrole, the wily natives endeavoured to 
accomplish by stratagem that which could not be effected by 
force without incmTing such imminent risk. Accordingly 
they signified their desire to hold a parley with the little 
garrison ; and after some deliberation, an Englishman named 
Whittaker, who had volunteered to accompany Brown on 

• this service, agreed to venture himself amidst the throng of 
barbarians. With great intrepidity he, in view of his com
rades, approached the savages; who, on finding he was 
not the commander of the patrole, requested him to return 
and inform Brown that he must himself receive their commu
nication, and that it could not be made to any other person. 
This unfortnnate man had for many years been intimately 
acquainted with the Kafirs. Living on the borders of their 
country, and being the owner of the Kafir Clay-pits-from 
whence was obtained the red earth, or ochre, so much in 
1·equest amongst that people--numerous opportunities had 
been afforded him of becoming acquainted with their true 
character,-of appreciating fully their duplicity, their cruelty, 
and their utter want of honest principle,-and yet, strange 
to say, he labored under so much infatuation as to resolve to 
risk his life, and trust to the tender mercies of the bal'ba
rians before him ; and that at a moment when, flushed with 
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success, they were revelling in the desolation they had caused 
and the blood they had spilled ;-sallying out, therefore, in 
company with Whittaker, he approached the savages, who 
stood ready-like the ravenous beast of the forest-to seize 
on their defenceless prey. Though within view of the pat11>le 
the distance was too great, and the enemy too numerous, to 
afford the two unfortunate men any assistance. Hence they 
were seized and forced to a conspicuous height, beyond the 
range of the musketry at the house ; and here, amidst fiendish 
shouts and vociferations, were both mereilessly butchered. 
On witnessing this horrid occurrence, two Hottentots suc
ceeded in escaping from the back of the premises, and having 
gained the forest, they soon anived at Graham's Town with 
the fatal intelligence. Major Lowen, at the head of a de
tachment of the Rifle Corps, immediately proceeded to the 
scene of this tragic occurrence. Here the bodies were still 
found lying, covered with innumerable wounds and bruises ; 
the enemy had, however, moved off in the direction of the 
Kap River, by a route in which it was not possible for cavalry 
to follow them. After the murder of Brown and Whittaker 
the command of the patrole had devolved on a Hottentot, 
formerly a soldier in the Cape Corps, named Piet Lowe. 
Thit. man had adopted such pru~ent precautions for the safety 
of ·his party, and had shewn so much determination at a 
most critical moment, that, on his return to town, he was 
promoted by the Chief of the Staff to the rank of Ensign in 
the newly raised levies. 

Besides the position taken up at the deserted farm of 
Mahony by Brown, several other small posts of observation 
were established at the same time. At Manley's Flat, a 
point of communication between the Kap and Kowie kloofs, 
a detachment of volunteers was[laced under the command 
of Capt. R. W. Bagot, who ha sustained great loss in the 
immediate neighbourhood: lower down, at W aay Plaats, a 
second post was established under Mr. Bailie, who had 
suffered still more severely, having been stripped of every 
thing-reduced from respectable ctrcumstances b absolute 
poverty by the desolating ravages of the marauders. About 
eight miles further to the south a third post was formed at a 
farm called Lower Kafir's Drift, under the command of-Lieut. 
Moultrie, 7 5th Regt. This chain of posts was productive of 
considerable benefit; patroles from thence scoured the sur-
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rounding country, harrassing the enemy, and cutting off 
many of their number, as well as intercepting several herds 
of colonial cattle on their way to the Kafir boundary. 

To guard, however, against the recurrence of such fatal 
disasters as in the case of Brown, a military order was pub
lished containing the following passage :-

"The Officer commandin~ the forces regrets to be under 
the necessity of animadvertmg on the conduct of Mr. John 
Brown, who was entrusted with the command of a )?atrole in 
the vicinity of the Clay Pits. Mr. Brown, with his party, 
were in the occupation of a defensible building on the pro
perty of the late T. Mahony ; he nevertheless thought proper 
to quit his post to hold a parley with the enemy ; the conse
quence of fiis indiscretion was the loss of his own life, of 
that of another Englishman named Whittaker, of several 
stands of arms, and of some ammunition, and the whole 
party must have fallen a sacrifice, had it not been for the 
good and valiant conduct of Piet Lowe and his Hottentots in 
maintaining their position. To prevent a re.Petition of such 
unmilitary conduct, the . officer commandmg the forces 
peremptorily forbids any parleys or intercourse whatever 
with the enemy, except in pursuance of his express in
structions."· • 

At Bathurst, which had been re-occupied by a party of 
volunteers under the command of Captain Forbes, several 
skirmishes had taken place. Scouring parties had been 
sent out into the adjacent country, and had considerably 
harrassed the enemy. Here also the scattered cattle be
longing to the surrounding inhabitants, to the amount of 
1,340 head, were: collected. To gain ~his tempting prize the 
enem>.7 had recourse to numerous expedients ; the grass around 
the village was fired and destroyed-consequently they were 
necessarily obliged to drive them a considerable distance for 
pasturage-but still the enemy did not succeed. In their 
night attacks they were equally unfortunate ; the little gar
rison was · too vigilant to be surprised ; and though they 
attacked the kraals several successive nights, yet they were 
beaten off at every attempt, and some of the assailants 
wo-l'nded. At Theopolis the inhabitants had also defended 
themselves with great bravery, but the enemy had nevertheless 

Digitized by Google 



7:J E:,CAPE OF MISSIONAIUES FROM THE CHUMIE. 

succeeded in capturing the greater proportion of their cattle, 
and they were suffering much for want of provisions. From 
the neighbouring district of Uitenhage intelligence was re
ceived of the murder of a youth named Webber; his father, 
who resides on the Sunday's River, had s~nt him a short 
distance from the house to fetch up some horses; in his way 
he fell into the hands of the savages, and was instantly dis
patched by them. 

During the time of these operations and occurrences several 
missionaries still resided in the Kafir territory, where their lives 
were every moment in jeopardy from the caprice and natural 
cruelty of the enraged barbarians. There is, indeed, every 
reason to believe that they were spared, not from any special 
regard to their persons, but solely from policy, in the event of it 
bemg necessary ultimately to negotiate with the colonial autho
rities; to which purpose they had,as we have already seen, been 
made subservient. The enemy had sufficient sagacity to argue 
that should they be ultimately defeated, a virtue might be 
made of necessity, and a forbearance, arising from expediency, 
might be tortured into an act of gratuitous clemency and 
moderation towards British subjects when absolutely at their 
mercy. It will easily be imagined that the situation of the 
individuals so circumstanced was most distressing. Major 
Cox, when in the neighbourhood of the Chum1e on the 
occasion of the destruction of Tyali's kraal, had contrived 
to convey a message to Me!>srs. Chalmers and Weir suggest
ing the necessity of their making an effort to escape from 
their perilous situation. But they were then undecided ; 
danger threatened them on either hand ; by staying they were 
liable to be sacrificed by the enemy every moment,-in attempt
ing to escape they must run an imminent risk of detection ; 
and if the suspicions of the confederate chiefs were once 
aroused they well knew the fearful vengeance which would 
inevitably follow. In this state of anxious suspense they 
remained till the 19th January, when they determined, at 
every risk, upon endeavouring to elude the vigilance of the 
enemy by whom they were surrounded. Accordi,ngly after 
the close of the day they succeeded in crossing the moun
tains, and in reaching the encampment at Fort Adelaide, 
where they solicited the assistance of the office1· commanding 
in rescuing their families. This was promptly afforded, ~d 
sixty troopers were ordered upon this duty. At midnight 
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they departed and at day-break the families of these mis
_sionaries were safe in the encampment at Fort Adelaide. 

This post, as already stated, had been established in the 
heart of the Kat River Settlement, where, for some little 
time after the commencement of hostilities, the inhabitants 
had been left unmolested. Previous, however, to the date 
at whi~h we have now arrived the Kafirs, whatever their 
former hopes, had abandoned all expectation of coalition 
with the Hottentot&, and had commenced a series of vigorous 
inroads into the settlement, burning the crops and houses, 
and sweeping off the cattle in large numbers. These attacks 
had been met on the part of the colonists with great enea:gy 
and bravery. In a few instances, several of the inhabi
tants particularly distinguished themselves; amongst whom 
may lie named a son· of the Field-comet Groepe. He and 
his uncle were the advanced guard of a herd of cattle, and 
had off-saddled their horses for refreshment ; but the weather 
being cold, with drizzling rain, they had selected a bushy 
avenue on account of the shelter. This thicket, however, 
at that very moment afforded concealment to a party of 
eighteen Kafirs, and who, at the instant the others were 
about to proceed, started up and instantly encircled 
them. The two Groepes, with admirable presence of mind, 
snatched up their suns, placed themselves back to back, 
and levelling their pieces, prepared to discharge them on the 
first assailant. The enemy recoiled for a moment ; at length 

.one of them sprang from the circle and instantly stabbed 
the younger Groepe severely; the assegai entering below the 
right shoulder blade, and passing out in front under the right 
nipple. Finding himself wound(,-d he called out" fire now!" 
at the same moment discharging his own piece, and bringing 
down the man in front. With the assegai still sheathed in his 
body he sprang through the opening thus made, retreating with 
his face to the enemy, who recoiled whenever he presented his 
gun, although it was unloaded. In this manner the attack 
was continued, one part of the Kafirs pursuing the uncle, 
and the other part-and by far the greater number-the 
youth. During his retreat he attempted to re-load his gun; 
but on lifting t~ powder-horn for this -eurpose he received 
an assegai through the left fore arm, which quite disabled 
him from using it. Another assegai-passed through his hat, 
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but this be pulled · out., threatening his pursuers with it 
whenever they approached him. Thus he retreated for the 
distance of a mil~, till, faint with loss of blood, he-sank down 
in an open ravine; but still had sufficient presence of mind 
to lean his back against an abrupt bank. At this critical 
moment the other cattle guards came up, upon seeing whom 
the enemy speedily retreated. On.the arrival of the guards, 
the assegai was still sheathed in the body of the youth, 
and they extracted it by grasping the iron end and drawing 
the entire length of the haft through the breast. The uncle 
escaped without a single wound; and the lad, under the care 
of Dr. Caw, the military staff surgeon at Fort Adelaide, 
eventually recovered.• 

At the period to which we now refer the season was par
ticularly unfavorable to the success of military operations. 
An unusual ~uantity of rain had fallen; the rivers were 
swollen and difficult to ford ; and the mountainous region of 
the Kat River was almost daily enveloped in a thick: mist, 
which rendered it impossible to watch theenemy'smovements 
or to guard against surprise. The people, consisting not 
alone of the young and vigorous, but also of the aged and 
infirm, had been driven from their homes, and were huddled 
together at the encampment without shelter from the weather, 
and with a very slender supply of food. At the moment of 
quitting their homes the harvest was just ready for the sickle, 
and hence there was every reason to fear the loss of the pre
ceding year's labor, and the actual deprivation of necessaries 
for the year on which they had just entered. Every effort 
was made to save the harvest ; foraging parties were daily 
out ; and as often were they engaged in skirmishes with the 
enemy. In these affairs several Kafirs fell; but still, in spite 

• When the nature of this wound was 11tated his recovery was deemed 
impossible ; and as death did not immediately ensue, the fact was sneered 
at and discredited. The writer of this, however, remembers a case which 
happened in the neighbourhood where he himself resided, of a gentleman 
who, by a horse taking fright, had the shaft of a chai,e forced completely 
through his body. The shock was so violent that the shaft broke oft", and 
was with considerable difficulty drawn out. It was deemed impossible that 
the suff'erer could live beyond a few minutes ; and yet, under the treatment 
of the emiDeDt Sir W. Blizard, he partially recoveeed, and survived thQ 
injury many year&. 

His Excellency the Governor has recently (April, 1886), presented yciung 
Groepe, for his distinguished bravery, a handsome Dutch Bible, in 4to. 
mounted with massy sih·er clasps, and an excellent gun. 
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of every disadvantage, a considerable portion of the crops 
was saved ; and ultimately the government, with the most 
humane consideration, adopted such measures as dissipated 
all apprehensions of want, inspired the people with hope and 
eonfidence, and stimulated them to exertion against the com
mon enemy. 

Within the Katir territory Pato and his two brothers, Umkai, 
and Tzatzoe, still professed fidelity to the British cause, 
and their entire freedom from participation in any of those 
murders, robberies and burnings which had been perpetrated 
within the colony. Considerable doubts were enrertained as 
to the sincerity of these professions ; and it does indeed appear 
that many of their people were amongst the maraudera, and 
that the chiefs actually received and applied to their own use 
some of the stolen property ; but still great allowance must 
be made for the previotts habits of these people, and the 
peculiar circumstances in which they were placed. That they 
were really sincere in their professions of attachment will 
hardly admit of doubt if their proceedings are fairly con-
1iidered, either in reference to their origin or their probable 
results. At the first appearance of the commotion these 
chiefs bad sent a message to the military authorities expressive 
of their firm adherence to the English cause; afterwards they 
reinforced the Gualana with two hundred men ; besides 
which they exerted themselves to the utmost in sending mes
sages to every part of Kafirland to stay hostilities. They 
patrolled their own boundary day and night, to keep out the 
marauders; and afforded, as before stated, succour and 
relief to every European who threw themselves on their pro
tection. :rhese are facts which cannot be disputed, and ought 
to be a sufficient answer to those who have charged the colo
nists with injustice and cruelty towards the abor~ual inha
bitants of the countries bordering the colony. t'ato, when 
urged by the rapacity of some of his people to join in the 
indiscriminate pillage, at once put the clamorers to silence 
by remarking that he wanted a plea for war: that he had 

. nothing to complain of, and therefore could not take up 
arms against those who had not injured him. His word 
was-" I fight ndt ;" and on that point he would hear no 
discussion. Such traits of character as this relieve the 
gloomy picture, and may well constrain us to overlook, or
at least to attribute any minor delinquences to that force of 
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habit which it is so difficult entirely to eradicate from the 
savage mind. 

During this state of affairs at the immediate scene of 
action, the inhabi1.ante and the public authorities at the 
extreme opposite point of the colony were no lees energetic 
in adopting measures for the general defence. No sooner 
did the intelligence of the invasion reach Cape Town than 
the whole population, with some few lamentable exceptions, 
manifested its sympathy for the sufferers, and its indignation 
~ainet the authors of their distresses. A memorial was imme
diately frepared and transmitted to the Executive, praying 
that al the disposable force there might be immediately 
ordered to the frontier; the memorialiets volunteering to do 
the necessary garrison duty in their absence. Nothing could 
exceed the sympathy which was manifested by this body 
of their fellow colonists, and indeed throughout the settle
ment; and which was no lees warmly expressed than grate
fully felt by those to whom it referred. 

On the 3d of January Hie Excellency Sir Benjamin 
D'U rban issued a proclamation of the following tenor :-

" Whereas the state of the Eastern Division of this colony renders 
my presence there indispensably necessary, and it is expedient to 
make due provision for the administration ofpublic affairs at the seat 
of government during my absence, and the officer next in command 
has already proceeded thither on military service : I do, therefore, 
hereby nominate and appoint Colonel the Honorable JoHN BELL, 
C. B., to carry on the usual business of the government of this 
colony, by and with the advice and consent of the Executive 
Council, and under the style of the ' Provisional Government,' 
hereby created, with full power to assemble the Legislative Council 
and preside therein under the 11 th clause of the Royal Instructions, 
and to propose to, and pass therein, all such enactments as to such · 
Provisional Government shall seem expedient and necessary ; and 
to propose and pass, in like manner, all necessary rules for giving 
effect, throughout this colony, to an act passed in the 3 and 4 year 
of his present Majesty King WILLIAM THE FouRTH, for the aboli
tion of Slavery in the British colonies : provided always, that the 
said Provisional Government shall have no power or authority to 
direct the execution of any sentence of death, banishment, or trans
portation, or to issue its own warrants on His Majesty's Treasurer 
and Accountant-General for the issue of any public monies from the 

·-Colonial Treasury. -
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" And all persons and inhabitants of this colony are hereby called 
upon to yield obedience to the said Provisional Government accord
ingly." 

A second proclamation, of the same date as the above, 
declared Martial Law to be in force in every district of the 
Eastern Province; this was extended on the 8th of J~nuary, 
when, by a proclamation of the Provisional Government, 
Martial Law was declared to be in force throughout the 
colony. 

Having thus provided for the due administration of the 
govemment, and ordered the 72d Regiment and a large 
supply of ordnance stores to the scene of commotion, His 
Excellency embarked on board H. M. ship "Trinculo," in 
Simon's Bay on thJ 8th January, and landed at Port Eliza
beth on the 14th. 

Previous, however, to this event, Colonel Smith had been 
exerting all the powers of an active and ardent mind to 
protect the colony from further aggressions, and to punish 
the darmg invaders. As fast as reinforcements of burghers 
arrived they were organized and usefully employed ; and the 
most minute details, as well as the more important opera
tions, alike sedulously attended to. The Committee of Safety 
being no longer reCJ.u1red, it was dissolved with the following 
very handsome testimonial :-

Head Quarters, Graham's Town, 13th Jan., 1836. 

GENTLEMEN ,-1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th inst. transmitting to me a statement of your proceedings up 
to the moment of my arrival in Graham's Town. 

The objects of your appointment having been fully attained, it is, 
therefore, unnecessary any longer to occupy your time in meeting as a 
Committee. 

The zeal and unwearied attention which you have given to the 
various subjects that have been referred to you, demand my warmest 
acknowledgements, and I beg to assure you that I shall feel much 
gratification in making His Excellency the Governor acquainted with 
the extent of your services to the public. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Lieut.-Col. 
Commanding the Forces. 
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The multifarious duties which claimed the attention of 
the autboritieii at this period are well detailed in a" Notice," 
published at the time for general information (2). A plan 
of the iutended campaign was also prepared and recorded 
in the military orders of the 16th January, as follows;-

• 
Head Quarters, Graham's Town, 

10th January, 1835. 

As it is the intention of the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the 
forces on the frontier to take the field for the expulsion of the Kafirs, 
and in order to make reprisals until due restitution be obtained for 
the losses sustained and atrocities committed by the Kafirs in their 
invasion, and as such intention will be carried into immediate effect 
as soon as Colonel Cuyler's burghers and His Majesty's 72d Regt. 
may arrive, the force on the eastern boundary will, for such purpose, 
be formed into three Columns, as follows:-

The Left Column will be composed of the whole of tl1e burgher 
force of the district of Graaff-Reinet, as well as of the districts of 
Somerset and of Albany north of the Fish River, and of the armed 
inhabitants of the Kat River Settlement, under faptain Armstrong, 
as well as a detachment of the Cape Mounted Riflemen. 

The Centre or Head-Quarter Column will be composed of the 
burgher mounted force of the district of George and Uitenhage. 

A detachment of the Royal Artillery, with 2 light guns. 
100 men dismounted of His Majesty's 72d Regiment. 
100 men do. of His Majesty's 7 5th Regiment. 
2 troops of the Cape Mounted Riflemen. 
50 men of the enrolled Auxiliary Hottentot Infantry. 

The Right Column will be composed of the burgher mounted 
force of the districts of Albany and Somerset south of the Fish River. 

A detachment of the Royal Artillery, with 2 light guns. 
A detachment of mounted Hottentots. 
100 men dismounted of His Majesty's 72d Regiment. 
100 men ditto \}>f H~ Majesty's 75th Regiment. 
50 men of the enrolled :Auxiliary Hottentot Infantry. 
50 mounted men of the 7 5th Regiment. 
1 troop Cape Mounted Riflemen. 

Lieut. Williams, R. E., will be attached to Head-Quarters. W. 
C. Van Ryneveld, Esq. jun., son of the Civil Commissioner for 
Graaff-Remet, is requested to act as Aide-de-Camp to the Officer 
commanding the troops. 
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The Medical and Commissariat Officers are attached u followa :

To the Right Colt1na11, 

Dr. Caw, 75th Regiment, 
Asaiasant Commissary Trotter. 

To the Ce'l&tre Colunua. 

Assistant Surgeon Ford, 
Dr. Chiappini, 
Dep.-Asat.-Com.-Gen. Sandfonl. 

To the Left Coluna'I&. 

Asaistant Staff Surgeons Minto and Morgan, 
Deputy Asaistant Commissary Spencer. 

The Officer commanding the troops being most anxious to effect 
and complete this force with the utmost expedition, he will most 
readily attend to the suggestion of any person under his command, 
at Head-Quarters, between the hours of 10 and 2 o'clock every day. 

H. G. S111TH, Lieut.-Colonel. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Arrival of His Excellency Sir B. D' Urban at Graham's Town
Of H. M. 12d Regiment-Benevolent and active exertions of 
the Governor to relieve the immediate wants of the Sufferers
Establishment of the Board of Relief-Mission of Messrs. 
Fynn and Shepstone to the Friendly Chiefs-Rescue of Mis
sionaries and Traders from Bum's Hill-Injurious mis-state
ments of the" Commercial Advertiser"-Dignified reproof given 
in an Official Notice published by the Hon. Colonel Bell
Destruction of Mount Coke-Meeting of the frontier Traders 
and Agriculturists-Proceedings consequent thereon-Success
ful attack of the enemy on Cattle-guards at Fort Willshire
Proceedings of Lieut.-Col. England-Falls in with the enemy 
in great force in the forests of the Fish River-Is joined by 
Col. Smith-Proceedings of Col. Somerset's division-Com
plete defeat of the enemy. 

ON Tuesday, the 20th January, His Excellency the Go
vernor arrived at Graham's Town, having previously made 
such dispositions at Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage as were 
calculated to meet and counteract any attempt of the enemy 
to overrun and waste that part of the colony. Sir Benjamin 
had been preceded by that remarkably fine body of men, the 
72d Regiment, and the scene on his arrival at head quarters 
was extremely animating and cheerful. The next day an 
order was issued, in which a brief recapitulation was given of 
preceding occurrences ; and His Excellency's entire approba
tion of the efforts which had been made in every department 
for the general security (3). 
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But not only was the immediate attention of His Excellency 
directed to themilitaryarrangements, but an intense anxiety was 
displayed by him to afford immediate relief to those sufferers-
many of them destitute women and children and infirm per
sons-who had been driven from their homes, and who were 
cast upon the world in a state of almost utter destitution. To 
meet this emergency commissioners were immediately ap
pointed, under the style of" the Board of Relief;" a measure 
which was announced to the public in terms of the following 
notice:-

BOARD OF RELIEF FOR THE DESTITUTE. 

"The following Clergymen and Laymen are appointed as a Board, 
with authority to receive and investigate all applications for food, 
clothmg, lodging, medical aid, &c., and to issue requisitions on the 
Assistant Commissary General for the necessary supplies, which the 
exigency of circumstances may require, with a view to alleviate 
existing distress. All communications on this subject to be addressed 
to the Chairman of the Board. 

Rev. John Heavyside, Chairman; Revds. James Barrow, R. 
Haddy,J. Monro; Miles Bowker, sen. &q., D,miel Wainwright,&q. 
Secretaries-Rev. J. Barrow (English), Dan:el Wainwright, &q. 
(Dutch). (Signed,) B. D'URBAN, 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 
Head Quarters, Graham's Town, 

27th January, 1835." 

Independent of the exertions of this Board, the Civil 
Authorities exerted themselves zealously in procuring lod~
ings for the destitute as fast they flocked into town, and m 
making such other arrangements as might mitigate the pre
vailing distress and conduce to the comfort of those thus 
thrown ,upon their attention by circumstances equally un
foreseen and uncontrollable. 

At this time nearly two thousand per@Ons had sought 
refuge at Graham's Town from the invaders. Many of these 
were in extreme destitution. But beside this number, the 
remainder of the population of the surrounding districts 
was in a still worse condition. Having assembled at certain 
points for mutual defence, as already described, the people 
were exposed to the inclemency of the weather, without the 
means of obtaining an adequate supply of food of any kind. 
Sickness began. to make its inroads upon those thus situated, 

3 L 
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and it was quit~ evident that the Government would noty 
with every disposition to attend to the numerous calls for 
relief, be able to meet these tfumerous cases, or afford any 
effectual assistance to the deep and extensive distress which 
prevailed in every direction. The Board, under these cir
cumstances, was induced to make the following appeal to 
the public:-

" The destitute situation to which many of the inhabitants of 
this Frontier have been so suddenly reduced by the unexpected 
irruption of the Kafir Tribes, constituting a strong claim upon the 
benevolence of all persons whom Providence has placed in a situa
tion to afford them assistance,-the Board of Relief for the Desti
tute are induced to offer their services to the Public, by undertaking 

• to apply, to the best of their judgment, such contributions as may 
be entrusted to them, for the purpose of alleviating the most urgent 
cases of suffering to which the bounty of Government cannot be 
extended. " By order of the Board, 

"J. HEAVYSIDE, Chairman." 

This appeal was immediately responded to by the public.• 
Committees were immediately formed at Cape Town, Stel
lenbosch, and Graaff-Reinet,-and their examples were 
again followed in various other parts of the Colony. In
depencient of which, subscriptions were made by the Sister 
Colonies of tlae Mauritius and St. Helena,-and also in 
India, ~nd the proceeds remitted with all dispatch in aid of 
the general object. 

The duties which devolved upon the Board were of no 
ordinary difficulty :-as besides relieving the wants of the 
necessitous, they were required to listen to and record a de
tail of each separate case, to enumerate the losses sustained by 
those who applied for relief, and to keep up an extensive 
correspondence with every part of the Colony; and it is 
just to say, that these duties, though hi,rrassing and com
plicated, have been discharged with a fidelity and an effect 
that cannot be too highly appreciated. We neeu not, how
ever, dwell upon this part of our subject, the Board of 
Relief having published a report of its proceedings, to 

• The Governor, Sir B. D'Urban, with that noble g11nerosity which ao pecu
liarly distinguishes him, immediately contributed £150 from his own pocket, 
besides making other donations to a considerable amount, in the course of the 
year. 
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which we refer our readers for the necessary details, and 
.also for a narration of facts which cannot fail to make a 
powerful impression on the fnind of all who peruse them; 
and to awaken that sympathy which the benevolent must 
ever feel towards those who, from causes beyond their con
trol, are suddenly hurled from a situation of comfort, to 
the depths of suffering and of want (4). 

Just previous to the formation of this Board, the atten-: 
tion of the Commander of the Forces had been especially 
directed to the situation of those Kafir Tribes which bad 
remained in alliance with the Colony. Their equivocal 
situation with reference to the confoderate Chiefs, has al
ready been shewn ; and also, that till further reinforcements • 
should arrive, no assistance could be afforded them. Within 
their territory there were a number of British subjects, who 
depended entirely on their protection, and whose situation 
appeared the more precarious from the known fact, that 
the hostile Chiefs were offering great inducements to this 
part of their countrymen to join them in their work of de
struction. All these circumstances pointed out strongly the 
necessity of adopting some strong measure for ensuring 
their fidelity to the Brifo,h cause. Accordingly it was re
solved by Col. Smith to dispatch a mission to this part of 
Kaffraria, demanding that a suitable pledge should be given 
for their faithful adherence to the colonial interests. This 
message was entrusted to Messrs. H. Fynn (many years 
resident amongst the Zoolas of Port Natal) and T. Shep
stone, both of whom spoke the Kafir tougut> fluently, and 
they departed, accompanied by a strong escort of civilians 
from Port Elizabeth, commanded by Capt. Harries. The 
difficulty and danger to which this party was exposed, w~re 
by no means slight. The Fish River was considerably 
swollen by heavy rains and was very hazardous to for<l,
whilst the narrow and rugged defiles through which they 
must necessarily pass, were known to be infested by the 
enemy in considerable force. In spite, however, of these 
difficulties, the mission reached its destination, and suc
ceeded in its object so effectually, that the Chief Cobus 
agreed to place himself in the hands of the British as a 
hostage for the fidelity of the tribes over whom he and his 
brothers exercised power. During its stay at the Missionary 
Institution of Wesleyville, the escort was not inactive. 
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The surrounding country was scoured, and facilitjes af
forded to the colonist& at the neighbouring station of Mount 
Coke to join those who were assembled at the former village. 
Before starting on the return it wae, however, discovered 
that the enemy had made dispositions for an attack in the 
intricate passes of the Fish River. To counteract this the 
party proceeded to the mouth of this River, where the 
country is much more open, but where the stream is both 
wide and deep. N otwitheianding this difficulty the party 
succeeded in making the passage without accident,-and 
finally in reaching Graham's Town, accompanied by the 
chief named, and who resided there for several months 
afterwards, receiving marked attention from the inhabitant& 
in general. 

During the period of these proceedings the safety of the 
missionaries and traders, who were in a still more perilous 
situation to the northward, had been equally provided for. 
At Burn's Hill and Lovedale, stations of the Glasgow Mis
sionary Society, it had been found impracticable to elude 
the vigilance of the crafty foe, and it was quite evident that 
the existence of the whole depended on the capricious will 
of the barbarians who surrounded them. Several traders, 
as we have had occasion to remark, had already been mur
dered here,-the deed being perpetrated in the most cold
blooded and merciless manner : and it appeared to the 
commander of the forces most certain that the ultimate 
safety of the survivors depended on a rapid and vigorous 
movement. It was more than probable that should the 
enemy even guess at an intention of a rescue from the colony, 
th~ aim would be defeated by the instant massacre of all the 
prisoners. 

Their exact situation was, however, no sool\er made 
known at head-quarters than measures were adopted suited 
to the emergency. On the 20th January this intelligence 
was received by Col. Smith. One hour afterwards Major 
_Cox, 75th Regt., was on his way to this point of danger, 
~mp,anied by a few men merely as an escort, with orders 
to collect a sufficient force from Forts Adelaide, Beaufort, 
and Willshire for the service m question. By the 25th two 
hundred and fifty men had been collected ; and on the next 
day, at day-break, this force moved forward on the direct 
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route to Burn's Hill, where they arrived the same evening. 
Heavy rains had set in, and there was danger of the rivers 
speedily becoming impassable ; hence, although the troops 
were jaded by a long march, it was determined not to halt 
but to set off on the return. By this vigorous movement 
thirty-five British subjects were extricated from their perilous 
situation. This number included the missionaries Kayser, 
MacDermid, Laing, and Bennie, three traders, and several 
females. 

The only missionaries now left in the Kafir country 
were one belonging to 1.he London and six to the Wesleyan 
Society. Two of the latter were, however, in no immediate 
danger, the former being among the Amapondas, and the 
latter among the Abatembu, both of which people bad steadily 
maintained their fidelity to the colonial interests. The others 
were in situations of extreme peril. Hiotza, it is true, had 
not openly declared himself, and still endeavoured to pre
serve appearances, but the disguise was too transparent to 
conceal his real motives from the eyes of the most careless 
observer. The colonial cattle were pouring into his country 
in immense numbers : and it was well known that his people 
were engaged amongst the hostile bands which invaded 
the colony. Still, in the face of this strong proof, and 
although, according to Kafir usage, the war could not have 
been commenced without his knowledge and concurrence, 
yet did this wily chief endeavour to cajole the missionaries 
that he was innocent, not only of originating the war, but 
also of any of the excesses committed subsequently. We 
shall see in the sequel the craft and cruelty of this chief 
displayed in its true colors. 

Hintza was not, however, the only one who, at this time, 
endeavoured to mislead the public as to the extent of the 
danger, and the true character of the war in which the colony 
found itself so suddenly involved. At · Cape Town-and by 
an individual connected with the sufferers by the ties of 
country-were their severe losses, and the power of the 
enemy, most flagrantly mis-stated. The "Commercial 
Advertiser" of the day had the audacity to publish to the 
world what the editor called a "correct view of the state of 
frontier affairs," in which he asserted that-

" The whole population of· Kafirland at the best-but evidently 
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an excessive calculation-including old men, women, and children, 
does not exceed 100,000 souls; of these 15,000 men may be capa
ble of bearing anns. But the state of Kafirland is such that the 
cattle, their sole wealth, require to be tended by armed men. Of 
these 15,000 men they dared for no cause whatever to send more at 
any time out of the country than two-thirds. And in the absence 
of these a commando of 200 anned hoers or Hottentots, who possess 
both animal and moral courage, could sweep Kafirland from the 
Keiskamma to the Kei : therefore, the moment they entered that 
country the invaders must hurry back to protect their cows and 
calves, to say nothing of their wives and children. But on the 
present occasion it was known that Hintza, by far the most powerful 
of all the chiefs, was quiet ; that Pato, Cobus Congo, and William 
Kama were not only quiet but friendly ; that Botma, Eno, and 
Macomo were not engaged; neither was Kei nor Tzatzoe. In short 
it was only known that Tyali was enraged at the recent treatment he 
had received, that he had sent a written despatch to Col. Somerset 
requesting an explanation, that no explanation had been given, and 
that his people had entered the colony. Now who and what is 
Tyali? He is the second son of Gaika, Macomo being his senior. 
Between him and his brother there is no confidence. He has caused 
Macomo much annoyance for some time back-by his rashness, and 
by his inability to control his own people. He is the last man on 
earth whom their.chiefs would follow in any enterprise; and taking 
all the available men amongst his own people, with all the black
guards whom he could induce to desert their own chiefs and join him 
in an attack on the colony, he could not possibly muster more than a 
thousand men. When we say a thousand men, we give those who 
may wish to sift our calculations a free gift of four hundred. For 
w:e believe in our conscience that Tyali, relying on his own character 
and native forces alone, could not bring into the field more than six 
or seven hundred men ! 

" And what kind of soldiers would these six hundred, or this 
thousand be? Tomlinson, an inn-keeper, defended his house 
against their whole force and skill and "admirable tactics" for 
two days, and only left at the earnest entreaties of the " Comman
dant of Kajfraria." 

It must be obvi6us to every one that such misrepresenta
tions as these, industriously and widely circulated, must have 
a most injurious effect at such a crisis. The future safety 
and well-being of the colony depended upon the British public 
and govemment forming correct and decided opinions on the 
power and character of the native tribes on our border. To 
misapprehension on this point might be attributed all the 
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existing disorders, and which could not be effectually cor
rected without the adoption of the most energetic measures, 
and the countenance and support of His Majesty's Govern
ment. 

The temerity which was displayed in giving publicity, and 
that within the colony, to such barefaced fabrications, ex
cited equally the surprise and indignation both of the people 
and of the local government. The mischief, however, which 
might have resulted from such a wanton deviation from truth 
and justice was effectually counteracted by the following 
official statement, published in the "Government Gazette" of 
t~e 23d January, and which must be viewed as a dig
rufied reproof to the author of the flippant and cruel mis
statements above recorded :-

" Colonial Office, 22d January, 18::15. 
"The favorablc anticipations of last week have not been altogether 

realised by this day's intelligence from the frontiers. The enemy 
appear as numerous and as widely dispersed as ever, shewing them
selves in small bodies, but in every direction from the Keiskamma to 
the Sunday Rivers, and from the sea coast to the Stormbergen. 
They have been attacked wherever met with ; and their loss, as 
already reported, exceeds 400 killed. In the Zuur'herg a consider
able body gave battle to a detachment under Lieut.-Col. Somerset, 
who defeated them with the loss of 40 men on their side. Twelve 
posts are occupied on the lines of the enemy's communication with 
Kafirland. A force of 400 men quitted Graham's Town on the 9th, 
under Major Cox. Eno's kraal was attacked and destroyed on the 
12th. This column, joined by another under Major Burney, from 
Fort Beaufort, was in full march on Tyali's and Macomo's kraals, 
the destruction of which will be the almost certain result. 

"The Hon.Col. Smith has, with surpassing activity and minuteness 
of arrangement that leaves nothing to chance, made every dispo
sition, as well for attack as defence, not only carrying the war into 
the heart of the enemy's own country, but employing a large portion 
of his force in clearing the most dangerous parts of the invaded 
country from the presence of the Kafirs, whose numbers have as yet 
undergone no sensible diminution. 

"The character of this invasion having been variously represented, 
and the invading force, which is now known to consist of numerous 
Kafirs from almost every tribe, much underrated, it is fit that its 
effects, at least, should not be misunderstood. These are forcibly 
described by the gallant commander himself:-
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"'Alreadyareseven thousand persons dependent upon the govern
ment for the necessaries of life. The land is filled with the lamen
tations of the widow and the fatherless. The indelible impressions 
already made upon myself by the horrors of an irruption of savages 
upon a scattered population, almost exclusively engaged in the 
peaceful occupation of husbandry, are such as to make me look on 
those I have witnessed in a service of thirty years, ten of which in 
the most eventful period of war, as trifles to what I have now wit
nessed; and compel me to bring under consideration, as forcibly as 
I am al-ile, the heart-rending position in which a very large portion 
of the inhabitants of this frontier are at present placed, as well as 
their intense anxiety respecting their future condition.' 

"His Excellency the Governor, after making dispositions for the 
security of Port Elizabeth, as a place d'armes, proceeded to Uiten
hage, and thence to Graham's Town, where he would arrive on the 18th. 

"The civil force ofSwellendam is again called out, and will march 
without delay. (Signed) JoHN BELL." 

The intelligence received from Kafirland at the period at 
which we have arrived, was by no means calculated to relieve 
the mind from apprehension!,! respecting the safety of the 
missionaries beyond the colonial boundary. At the institution 
of Mount Coke the chief Umkai had shewn an unswerving 
regard to the British cause ; but his power and influence 
were comparatively inconsiderable, and it was evident that 
without aid from the colony he must be overwhelmed by 
superior numbers. Mr. Dugmore, the missionary, at length 
resolved upon removing to W esleyville ; and after his de
parture the chief directed a guard of four men to occupy the 
mission house; but this was of little avail, as the next day 
the whole village was in flames, and the mission property, 
consisting of a large mission house, a chapel, a school, 
schoolmaster's dwellmg, and workshop, entirely consumed. 
The incendiaries in this case were Kafirs of Slambie's tribe, 
then residing on the Debe, a stream in that neighbourhood. 
From Hintza's territory the information received was to the 
effect that the colonial cattle were there in great numbers, but 
that the chief having heard of the attack on Eno's kraal, and 
of the number of Kafirs killed in the colony, began to mani
fest great uneasiness, and an anxiety to make it appear that 
he was unconnected with the confederacy against the colony ; 
and this although it was well known that besides receiving the 
stolen cattle, a large force of his people was in the ranks 
of the invaders. 
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From the details already given, the intelligent reader 
will have inferred that the trade and agriculture of the 
frontier must have received an alarming and a powerful shock. 
An important branch of trade, with the Kafirs, had been 
completely annihilated, and the persons engaged in it, having 
lost all their property in Kafirland, had declared their inability 
to meet the demands upon them. In other mercantile 
branches the losses were severe. A lucrative trade had been 
conducted with the farmers of the frontiers ; a considerable 
amount in the aggregate was owing by them, and this it 
was quite impossible to liquidate. Under these circum
stances it was resolved to apply by memorial to the Governor, 
Sir Benjamin D'U rban, for some relief; or at least for the 
adoption of such measures as might, in some degree, restore 
the public confidence and encourage the inhabitants to re
sume, as early as practicable, their ordinary occupations. 
A public meeting of the frontier agriculturists was accordingly 
held at Graham's Town on the 3d of February, Mr. Simon 
Biddulph, an aged and respectable inhabitant of Bathurst, 
and one of the British immigmnts of 1820, in the chair,
when a series of resolutions were unanimously passed, which 
were subsequently embodied in a memorial to government, 
as follows: 

To His Excellency Major General Sir B. D'URBAN, K. C. B. 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 

I. The memorial of the Frontier Agriculturists who have suffered 
from the present irruption of the Ka.fir Tribes into the colony, 
convened together in public meeting held at Graham's Town this 
day (9th Feb.) respectfully sheweth: 

2.-That ever since the arrival of the British settlers in 1819, the 
Ka.firs have been engaged in predatory incursions of greater or leu 
extent in the frontier districts, harrassing the farmers, and despoil
ing them at different times of portions of their property, and that 
they have now murdered many of the inhabitants-burned their 
bouses--swept off their cattle and other stock; and in fact, reduced 
nearly the whole of the frontier population to a state of utter des
titution. 

3.-The memoriali~ts beg leave to represent to your Excellency 
that the extent to which property has been destroyed is so great, 
that unless full compensation be made to the sufferers, their re
establishment upon their farms is totally impracticable ; and that, 
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even were mch compensation made to them, it would be absolutely 
indispensable, if the re-occupation of the soil by its former in
habitants be desired, that an assurance of future protection should 
be afforded to them. 

4.-Memorialists therefore most respectfully pray that your Ex
cellency may be pleased to remove that feeling of deep despondency 
which the insufficiency of former frontier regulations has occasioned, 
and to d~pel that intense anxiety which the inhabitants of the 
frontier districts feel respecting their future fate, as soon as it shall 
be consistent with the public service for your Excellency to do so; 
and they further pray that as many of them have been reduced 
from comparative affluence to a state of great destitution, your 
Excellency will be pleased to grant them an advance on that com
pensation to which they conceive the) will be entitled, and which 
they confidently expect to receive from a paternal government. 

And memorialists as in duty bound wiU ever pray. 

On behalf of the memorialists, 

(Signed) T. C. Wein, 
H. A. CRAUSE, 
w. R. THOMPS01', 
R GoDLONTON. 

Deputt!d on behalf of the memorialists. 

Graham's Town, Feb. 3d, 1835. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness with which the depu
tation was received by his Excellency, or the sympathy 
which he manifestly felt on behalf of the sufferers. An im
aiediate answer was not, however, returned to this petition ; 
but still as it will be desirable that the reply should be in
serted in this place, we now give it at the l'lsk of involving 
ourselves in an anachronism. It was as follows :-

APPOINTMENT. 
That I deeply deplore the calamities which have r~cently befallen 

the frontier districts, I trust it must be unnecessary for me to say
and, it is my intention to pursue such measures, as will, I trust, 
effectually provide for their future l\ecurity against a recurrence of 
them 

The general question of compensation shall not fail of being duly 
submitted to, and earnestly recommended to the favorable consi
deration of His Majesty's government, which can alone decide upon 
so great an exigency. 

In the meanwhile, however, I am anxious to give immedii:-te 
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attention to such cases as may come within the power of the cok,. 
nial government to alleviate: especially those where the ~ulfcrers are 
desirous of returning to their farms, and where assistance in the 
furnishing seed corn, agricultural implements, a certain quantity of 
cattle, &c., and such sort of aid, may enable them to do so. The 
means which I can take the respon5iuility of appropriating to such 
purposes, are not, it is trne, extensive; yet they may, I think, in 
some instances afford considerable relief; and I request that applica
tions may be addressed, where such relief may be considered 
available, and is desired, to the Civil Commissioner of the district, 
who will have my instructions thereon. 

25th Feb. 1835. (Signed) B. D'UaBAN. 

This document does not call for comment, for it must be 
apparent to all who have perused the foregoing pages, that 
if any thing could have allayed that poignancy of feeling 
which must have been experienced by the sufferers at the 
ruin around them, it would have been produced by the truly be
nevolent attention paid to them by the government of the 
eountry, and by the incessant exertions which had been made 
to relieve thei1· present distresses, and to promote their future 
welfare. 

The circumstances and wants of the trading part of the 
eommunity, are extremely well set forth in the following 
m. emorial, which was presented to his Excellency simulta
neously with those of the agriculturists :-

To His Excellency Major General Sir BENJAMIN D'UaBAN, 

The memorial of the Committee of Merchants and others con
nected with the trade of Graham's Town, 

HUMBLY SHEWETH-

1.-That at the moment of the present most calamitous invasioti 
of the colony by the Kafirs, the trade of Graham's Town embraced 
the towns and districts ofSomerset, Cradock, Beaufort, and Gmaff
Reinet, and extended far into the interior of the continent through 
the various native tribes. 

2.-That the increased direct imports of Briti5h manufactures at 
Port Elizabeth, from Great Britain, have in a great measure super
seded the transhipment of goods from Cape Town,-have effec.te<l a 
-material reduction on imports, and also enabled the exporter of 
~olonial produce to give large prices to the grower. 

3 -That the amouut of exports and imports during the year 
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1834, cannot without a reference to the Custom House returns be 
very accuntely stated, hut your memorialists heg leave to observe, 
that both have materially increased upon the return of the preceding 
year. That the sales in the public markets averaged £2,100 per 
month, and the amount of private sales in the same period to 
itinerant traders, may be estimated at three times that sum. 

5.-That the facilities offered for improving that valuable branch 
of frontier business, the Kafir trade, by the establishment of fairs 
at Fort Willshire, by the removal of prohibitions against passing the 
colonidl boundary, and by the guarantee of protection, which the 
exaction of a licence duty afforded, had created a considerable de
mand for British manufactures, particularly woollens; and conse
quently caused a large quantity of the merchants' capital to be 
directed into that channel. 

6 -That a very large capital is embarked in the trade of Gra
ham's Town; £100,000 of which, or thereabouts, are now out
standing, and due to the principal houses. 

7.-That the whole of this extensive trade has been entirely de
stroyed by the irruption of Kafirs, and the farmers of Albany and 
Somerset generally having been plundered of all their property, 
they are incapable at present of meeting their engagements, and 
your memorialists are consequently exposed to embarrassments in 
making remittances to their foreign and other distant connections, 
which can only be removed by the interference and assistance of 
the government. 

8.-The present aid which your Memorialists solicit, may be 
afforded (they beg with great deference to sugge.it) by loans upon 
real property, and by advances upon the compensation which may 
be eventually made for losses sustained through the invasion of the 
colony, where the landed property of the sufferers is already mort
gaged, or where it shall appear that their property consisted exclu
sively of merchandize. 

9.-Your Memorialists therefore humbly and earnestly entreat 
your Excellency's consideration to a state of affairs from which they 
feel their total inability to extricate themselves without the prompt 
interposition and assistance of the government. 

And your Excellency's M emorialists, as in duty hound, will ever pray. 
(Signed) CHARLES MAYNARD, W. R. THOMPSON, 

W1LJLA!lt CocK, JAMES BLACK. 
EDWARD NORTON, 

On a perusal of this document it will appear evident that 
it involves matters of weighty consideration, and which it 
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was not very prohable the Governor of the colony would 
incur the responsibility of replying to in the affirmative 
without the most careful and deliberate consideration. This 
memorial was, therefore, referred by him to the Executive 
Council at Cape Town; and having obtained the opinion of 
that body, an ani;iwer thereto was transmitted in the follow
ing terms; and which, although at variance with chronolo
gical order, we now insert that the whole subject may come 
before the reader at one view:-

" On a Memorial of a Committee of Merchants and others con
nected with the trade at Graham's Town, dated the 9th Feb., 1835. 

" This was a subject upon which ( as I had the honor to apprize the 
gentlemen who presented the memorial to me at the time), it was indis
pensable that I should consult the Executive Council of government, 
which I proceeded to do accordingly, deeply impressed with the 
distress and embarrassment therein set forth, and anxious to avail 
myself of any possible means for its relief. 

"The Council have been of opinion that government would not be 
justified, even if it had, wh:ch it has not, the means, in assisting 
the frontier commercial body in the manner proposed; but that 
every provision had been made from the first of these disasters for 
the extension of bank accommodation, and for granting indulgence 
in point of time in particular cases, when established to the satis
faction of the bank. 

"With reference to an observation in the memorial on the " Kafir 
trade," the Council have thought it necessary to remark, that the 
extension of that trade was an act of the government, and not a 
right of the trader. Government, it appears, had thought fit to 
establish certain regulations under which the trade might be entered 
into, and these were devised, not for the protection of the traders, 
but of those nations with whom they were to trade. 

"With reference to this view of the subject the above is all that I 
can be warranted to say generally thereon. But I will readily sug
gest for the favorable consideration of the Executive Council, and 
of the bank, any individual case requiring assistance, as standing 
upon its own merits." 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

24th March, 1835. 

B. D'URBAN. 

G. DE LA PoER BERESFORD, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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Having already given our opinion on this document,• we 
need not repeat our arguments here ; and hencP we resume 
the thread of our narrative. 

At the period to whici1 we have no,v brought our relation, 
nearly all the cattle on the frontier had been swept off by 
the enemy. A few thousand head had been driven to Gra
ham's Town for security, and which were depastured under 
the protection of a strong guard from the civil force in its 
environs: but these were fast decreasing in number; grass 
and water became scarce; and the cattle could not, without 
kraals, be kept together at night. Numbers of them died, 
others strayed, and were either captured by the enemy or 
lost; and thus those who had saved their cattle in the first 
instance, were ultimately in nearly as bad a condition as 
those who had been plundered at the first rush of the in
vaders. 

There being so little. temptation for {urther incursions, 
the enemy was fast retreating within his own boundary, 
intent either in preparing for the anticipated struggle, 
or in securing, by driving into the fastnesses of the 
interior, the immense booty of which he had possessed 
himself. At this time Fort Willshire had been re-oc
cupied by a detachment of the 72d Regiment and the 
Mounted Rifles, and on these the Kafirs determined to 
make an attack; not, however, by attempting the Fort, 
but by cutting off the supplies, an undertaking equally 
mischievous and far more practicable. Accordingly, a 
corporal and three privates of the 72d Regiment, together 
with two armed Hottentots, having been sent out on duty, as 
usual, had proceeded about a thousand yards from the Fort, 
when a body or Kafirs, about 300 strong, and partly 
mounted and armed with guns, rushed down from a neigh
bouring hill. The guard tired eight or ten shots, but were 
aoon overpowf!red by numbers and killed. The affair was 
witne$sed by the troops in the Fort, and immediate assistance 
was afforded, but.the enemy succeeded, not.withstanding, io 
making good their retreat, driviug off the sheep which had 
been in chargJ of the men whom they had slain. Having 
so far succeeded, they assembled in a vaunting manner on 
the side of a hill in- view of the Fort, but were quickly 

•Vide Introductory Remar:,11, pp. 145-148. 
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driven from this position by a few shots fired from a nine
pouoder. The Fort was extremely weak from the number 
of men absent on commando, and au effective pursuit was 
thereby rendered utterly impracticable. 

This audacious attack of the enemy was, however, very 
speedily punished ;-and, indeed, at this very moment of 
time the operations had been commenced which led to the 
loss on their part of many men, and of a very large number 
of cattle. 

It has been already mentioned that in consequence of 
Capt. Harries having received certain information that the 
enemy had occupied the drifts and bushy defiles of the Fish 
River, he had been induced to make a detour by the mouth 
of the stream, where he had su~cessfully crossed, and from 
thence over the flat country to Graham's Town. This bein<J' 
communicated at head-quarters, Lieut.-Col. England, 75th 
Regt., and Major Gregory, 98th Regt .• with a detachment 
of 300 men, were directed to proceed to that neighbourhood, 
to examine carefully the ru~ged kloofs on the Committee's 
and Trompetter's Drifts-at which poin~s the main roads 
from the colony to the Kafir country cross the Fish River
and report accordingly. 

On reaching the river it was found considerably swollen 
by the heavy rains which had fallen in the upper country. 
There were no boats or rafts, and the current at such sea
sons i~ extremely rapid. The duty, however, on which this 
force was employed was important, and Col. England de
termined to cross the river at all hazards. Fortunately it 
was accomplished with no other mishap than that of 
several horses and men being swept down the stream; but 
these were rescued ultimately from their dangerous situation. 
On reaching the left bank of the river, the troops were 
halted from 10 till 2 o'clock,--during which interval dogs 
were heard to bark, and cattle to bellow to the right of 
the road, plainly indicating that the enemy had taken up a 
position in that direction. The force remounted at 2 and 
halted again at 4 o'clock, in consequence of seeing a column 
of smoke issuing from a large kloof. To this point Lieut. 
Sutton, 7 5th Regt. with a party of Hottentc.ts was ordered. 

He returned shortly after, ~ccompanied by several Kafir 
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women and children whom he had captured. The men who 
were with these women escaped into an immense thicket adjoin
ing, where it was evident the enemy, had established them
selves in considerable force. These women, on being inter
rogated, stated, that they belonged to Dushanie's tribe; but 
they were recognized by several Kafir traders present as be
longing to Eno. The women were released unhurt. On re
ceiving this information, Col. England immediately arranged 
his plan of attack, and at 6 o'clock the next morning the 
column moved down the kloofs. At this time cattle were 
seen in the wooded ravines in countless numbers, spread so 
completely amongst the bushes, as to give to the whole the 
appearance of a living mass; but scarcely a.ny of the enemy 
allowed themselves to be seen during the advance. It was 
indeed very evident that they had determined not to expose 
themselves to the attack of our force, and in furtherance of this, 
the difficulties and general features of the country afforded 
them every advantage. The column, however, succeeded 
in capturing a considerable number of cattle, with which 
they returned to their position : a small body of the 
enemy keeping up a fire upon the rear guard, but at too 
great a distance to be effective. The next evening the troops 
again marched, but to a different part of the kloof occupied 
by the enemy. At sun-rise an attack was commenced on 
out· part; but the Kafirs still refused to shew themselves, 
and the position chosen by them was of that character, that 
it was impossible for the small force employed to bring them 
to action. A desultory fire was kept up on both sides for 
some time, in the course of which, we had one Hottentot 
killed and another wounded. The result of this day's opera
tions was· several of the enemy's huts destroyed, and the 
capture of 135 cattle. 

Although, however, no material advantage had been gained 
by us durmg these operations, yet it will be seen that the 
primary object in detaching this force had been fully at
tained; that of ascertaining the exact position of the enemy. 
Accordingly, Col. England having given the necessary orders 
for observing the enemy's movements, returned himself to head
quarters, and having communicated to the Commander in 
Chief the particulars above detailed, and his conviction that to 
carry on a successful series of military operations in such a 
situation, would require a considerable force, it was deter-
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mined that all the disposable force should be immediately 
marched to that point, and that Col. Smith, the Chief of 
the Staff, should assume the command when assembled at 
the point of rendezvous. 

The absolute necessity of clearing this tract of country 
of the enemy was apparent. A plan of offensive operations 
within the his tenitory had been matured, and was 
about to be acted on; but it was impossible to move forward, 
leaving a large hostile force in the rear, and within a 
day's march, of Graham's Town. It was not only 
desirable, but absolutely necessary, therefore, that this 
country should be effectually cleared, and that without 
delay, so as not materially to impede the main operations 
previously organized. 

On Friday, the 6th February, Lieut.-Col. England reached 
town with the intelligence already mentioned respecting 
the position and apparent strength of the enemy ; and on 
the next day at noon, Col. Smith quitted Graham's Town 
for the field of action. At day-light of that day, considerable 
reinforcements of men and the necessary supplies had been 
moved forward towards the same point. The enemy's inten
tions were also further developed by intelligence received from 
Kafirland, and which was to the effect-that the confeder
ated Chiefs, aware of the extensive preparations making 
in the colony to enter their territory and punish them for 
their wanton a~ressions, had sent messages throughout 
Kafirland, naming the intricate defiles of the Fish River as 
a place of rendezvous. It was further stated to be their 
intention to lie there concealed until the B1·itish. force had 
passed, and then either to pour into the colony, or to act 
upon the rear of our troops according to circumstances. 
Nothing[erhaps, considering their situation, could have been 
conceive better, nor any position selected more suitable for 
this puq>ose,-it being equally calculated for concealment 
and for defence. Its impervious thickets-terrific precipices, 
and deep and rugged defiles, presented insurmountable im
pediments to the approach of cavalry or artillery, whilst the 
enemy's accurate knowledge of the different passes rendered 
his retreat at any time a matter of no very serious difficulty. 

To those at a distance, unacquainted with the localities of 
3N 
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the country-the importance of a contest with such a people 
as the Kafirs may not be apparent. Accustomed only to the 
details of warfare between civilized countries and disciplined 
armies,-the opposition wqich can be afforded by a people 
who are nearly without fire-arms, and who are not 
restrained or governed by military organization, is held by 
them extremely cheap. But such persons do not in reference 
to the Kafir nation sufficiently consider the severe difficulties 
presented by the country, and the desultory mode of warfare 
adopted by that people when opposed to European troops ; 
and which has an inevitable tendency to wear out the most 
exemplary patience. 

In illustration of these remarks, we shall now recur to 
the proceedings of Lieut.-Col. Somerset, whom we left ac
tively engaged in clearing the country along the Bushman's 
Rive1· and Oliphant Hoek of that part of the enemy's force 
which had laid waste that neighbourhood.-On the morning 
of Col. Smith's departure, Col. Somerset arrived at Gra
ham's Town, where he received instructions to move with 
the force under his command with the utmost celerity along 
the lower country-parallel to the coast, to cross the Fish 
River at Kafir's Drift, and then by a sudden detour to the 
left, to place himself in the rear of the enemy's position; 
and thus, should the movements of Col. Smith be crowned 
with the anticipated success, and the enemy be routed from 
his fastnesses, to cut off his retreat from the direct route 
into his own territories. 

The proceedings of Col. Someraet's detachment cannot be 
better described than in the following extract from a com
munication now before us, written by an officer employed on 
the occasion:-" On the 7th," says the writer, "the Colonel 
left for Head-quarters, directing us to march on Bathurst, 
and from thence to Kafir's Drift, where he was again to join 
us. At 5 o'clcck P.M. we arrived at the former village, and 
encamped in front of the Drostdy House for the night. 
On the following morning at 10 o'clock we resum_ed our 
march towards Kafirs Drift. During our march we passed 
several locations burnt and depopulated, a~d over a country 
that a few weeks before was studded with almost innumerable 
flocks of sheep, and herds of cattle, but which now did not 
possess a single head of either to enliven the scene or to graze 

• 1ta plains ; nor was the vestige of a footstep of its former 
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possessors to be seen along its well beaten roads. About 2 
we an-ived at Cawood's house, now occupied by a party of 
the 75th Regt., and a small detachment of the Cape Corps 
under the command of Lieut. Moultl'ie. Here we encamped 
and waited all night. The same evening we were joined by 
Lieut.-Col. Somerset, who immediately on his arrival des
patched the howitzer and 40 men to Trompetters Drift (Col. 
Smith's camp,) under the command of Mr. F. Campbell. 
At 2 o'clock on the moming of the 9th, we commenced our 
march for Kafit·s Drift Post, the Colonel being determined to 
effect a passage across the river at that pass. We forced 
our way down the mountain pass with the greatest difficulty, 
the gun being frequently driven over the precipitous parts of 
the road, and only kept from being dashed to pieces by the 
ropes attached to it, and held by the hands of dismounted 
men appointed to that duty. After an hour or more of in
cessant toil, it was ascertained that the river was impassable 
in consequence of the heavy falls of rain in the country 
abt>ve, and we had to retrace our steps up again. With no 
little toil and trouble we regained the top about 7 o'clock, 
and the weather, which had for some time ,threatened rain, 
now befame very tempestuous, the wind and rain beating 
with great violence, which continued during the whole of 
our march back to Cawood's, completely drenching us to 
the skin. About 9 o'clock the weather cleared up, and the 
Colonel determined to endeavour to effect a passage across 
the mouth of the river (about 8 miles lower down) by means 
of Cawood's float. About noon we commenced our march 
to that part of the river, and bivouacked a short distance 
from the intended place of passage. Early on the morning 
of the 10th, a party with ropes and tools to repair the float, 
and prepare for the passage, was sent forward, the Colonel 
himself shortly following them. The float was found sunk 
in the mud, from which it was raised with great difficulty, 

., and we were anticipating a favorable 1·esult, when our hopes 
were dashed by the announcement that the tirnbe1·s were rot
ten, and that it would be useless to proceed with the repairs. 
No other resource was left but to retrace our steps, and 
again to VY l{afirs Drift. Dispositions were accordingly 
made for that purpose. The wagons were ordered to. pro
ceed by Trompetters Drift; the gun and light baggage on 
horses being the only things that could be, by any possi
bility, transported by this route. At 3 P.N:. we moved for-

Digitized by Google 



100 PORDINO TBB PI8B RIVER. 

ward so as to reach the drift at the time of low water. While 
preparing our noon repast the firing of cannon was distinctly 
heard, from which we inferred that Col. Smith had com
menced his operations. We shortly afterwards saddled up~ 
and leaving our tents and baggage to the care of the 
wagoners and guards, started by Richardson's to the Kafir 
Dnft Post, and from thence down the pass to the river. The 
passage of the gun was as before attended with great diffi
culty, but we succeeded at length in reaching the bank of 
the river in safety about an hour before sun-set. The river 
was running down rapidly, but was yet very full from the 
rains. The ford was at all hazards to be attempted, _and a 
small party pushed their horses forward and committed them
selves to the stream ; after struggling with a powe1ful current 
and having to swim for some distance they were enabled to 
reach the opposite bank. This success inspired the other 
troops with fresh spirits, and a party under Lieuts. 
Moultrie and Drmumel, 1Vith pick-axes and spades, were 
ordered forward to cross and prepare the path for the ascent 
of the gun up the opposite bank of the river. These also 
were successful, and we soon had the 1:,atisfaction of hearing 
the sound of the axes among the trees of the opposite ascent. 
As the river was running down fast, and the moon near the 
full, the Colonel was induced to delay the passage of the 
gun and the rest of the troops for some time; but about sun
set, as no perceptible fall of the water could be perceived
though the current still rapidly made its way to the ocean-· 
the order was given to bring up the gun, and a man on horse
back with a long riem attached to the fore oxen entered the 

. stream. The ammunition had been taken out of the boxes, 
and committed to the care of strong, good swimmers. 
The stream was breasted by the oxen strenuously, and 
acroi;s they got ; the gun and carriage being for a great 
distance completely overwhelmed by the water. The Colonel 
followed with the Cape Rifles and mounted Hottentots, and • 
succeeded in reaching the opposite bank in safety. At this 
time it was nearly dark, and the thicket of the bush shut out 
the faint twilight and rendered it completely so; but as the 
place resounded with the noise of the axe, the crush of falling 
trees, and the rolling of stones, mingled with the shouts of 
the men as they made the passage of the River, it was any 
thing but a solitude. Thus we proceeded by inches, until 
having succeeded in passing the gun, we arrived at a fta.t 
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open shelf about two thirds of the way up the ascent. Here 
we halted, occasionally sending to ascertain the progress made 
in the ascent of the gun. The moon at this time shone 
brightly, and the air still resounded with the noise of those 
who were still crossin9. the River, broken in upon by Whoa! 
Whoa! and Track ! frack ! vociferated by the conductors 
of the gun as they met with and surmounted the intricacies 
and difficulties of the road. Whilst waiting at the place for 
the transit of the cannon, an acci(lent occurred that caused no 
small consternation among the few persons that formed the 
Colonel's escort. They had all dismounted and were sitting 
on th~ ground by the side of the horses. The Colonel had 
been standing at the shoulder of his horse, from which he 
had just moved and sat down on the other side, when one of 
the men in moving his gun which lar. across his thigh pulled 
the trigger and the piece went off. fhe horse reeled a few 
yards and fell; the ball entered his left shoulder-passed 
through the body-over the Colonel's head, and close to the 
face of another person immediately behind him. The horse 
died in a few mmutes. The man that held the gun was 
slightly wounded by the ball above the elbow. Soon after 
this the gun joined us, and the rest of the ascent was made 
in the same perse\·ering manner as before. The whole ascent 
from the River occupied three hours: The top of the Bush 
was cleared at half past 10 at night, and we moved on ; by 
2 the whole had gained the height, awl had emerged from 
the bush, without the loss of a single man. We marched 
during the night, occa;;ionally resting for a short time, and 
off-saddled at day light, at about 3 mill's west of the Gua
lana Post, completely fatigued and exhausted by this trying 
and bold movement,-for i;:uch every one that has been 
up this pass, and who consid<'rs the di!Ticnlty of et-lecting a 
passage for a piece of Artillery into Katirland, by this 
hitherto considered impracticable ascent, must acknowledge 

• it to be. We remained here some hours sending out parties 
to reconnoitre, and about 6 in the afternoon upsaddled, 
having heard that the Centre Division was on its march. 
We passed the Division under Major Gregory, at the Chusie 
River, about 8 o'clock, and formed our camp at :Somerset 
Mount about 10 at night, remainin~· under saddle all night. 
About half-past 2 a.m. on the 12th, Col. Smith's Division 
passed us; from 'from petters Drift to take up the position as had 
been previously arranged, and here that officer and Col. Somer
set had a conference respecting their future movements." 
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We now return to the proceedings of Col. Smith, whom 
we stated had quitted Graham's Town on the 7th February 
to assume the command of the force assembled in the n~igh
bourhood of Committy's Drift. On the evening of that 
day he arrived on the banks of the Fish River, which was 
greatly swollen by the rains, and continued to rise until the 
12th. On reconnoitering the enemy's position, the com
mander of the forces perceived that the ground the enemy 
occupied was a ridge of high hills intersected by deep 
ravines, covered with dense and frequently thorny and 
impenetrable bush, extending from Committy's Drift to 
about four miles below '11-ompetter's Drift, everywhere 
afforrling the wily Kafir the means of concealing himself 
and the numerous herds of which he had recently plundered 
the colonists. The Kafirs in the occupation of this line of 
country belong to the tribes of Eno, Botma, Dushani, and 
some inferior chiefs. 

To make any impression upon the enemy in such a posi
tion, it was necessary to attack him at various points in front, 
whilst the heights and heads of ravines in his rear were so 
occupied as to prevent his escape with t~ cattl~ over the 
Keiskamma River, only 6 miles distant from the scene of 
action. 

On the 11th, the river. having sufficiently snbsided to be 
fordable for cavalryt Col. Somerset, as we have seen, 
crossed it at Kafir's Drift, and occupied Mount Somerset 
with the moul'.lted force under his command. 

At 12 o'clock on the same day Major Gregory also crossed 
the river with a regular and mounted force, a six pounder, 
and a howitzer, to occupy a position on the Chusie River, 
at .. a point equi-distant from Kafir Drift and Somerset Mount. 

At 7 o'clock in the evening the infantry also crossed the 
river; it consisted of 2 companies of the 72d Regt., 80 of 
the Hottentot Sharpshooters, under Major McLean, and a 
secoud corps under the command of Capt. Hallifax, con
sisting of 2 companies of the 72d, 80 of the Hottentot 
Sharpshooters, and 50 mounted Hottentots under Lieut. 
Sutton ; these were conducted by able guides to their posi
tion at the foot of the mountains occupied by the enemy. 

The corps ll1lder Lieut.-Col. England crossed at Com-
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mitt.y's Drift, and occupied a position on its eastern bank. 
The infantry having crossed the river, Col. Smith himself 
joined the division under the command of Major Gregory, 
and proceeded at 12 o'clock at night to the position occupied 
by Col. Somerset, where the chiefs Pato and Kama had 
previously arrived. 

Col. Somerset's corps soon afterwards occupied the ground 
extt:!nding from Breakfast Vlei to Trompetter's Poort, on 
which Col. Smith, led Major Gregory's corps to the 
rising ground in rear of the enemy's position, where it was 
supposed the enemy would retreat with his cattle. 

When day dawned on the 12th, the enemy were perceived 
in numerous small parties, with great numbers of cattle, 
which they immediately drove out of their kraals, evidently 
ignorant of the position of the infantry upon that side; a 
fire was then opened upon them with a six pounder and 
howitzer. The troops under Lieut.-Col. England, Major 
McLean, and Capt. Hallifax having the guns in the rear of 
the enemy, pushed forward up the steep, rugged, and bushy 
hills, with the wonted vi~our and determination of British 
soldiers; the Hottentot Shapshooters, both foot.and mounted, 
boldly aided their advance, and skilfully scoured the thicket 
upon their flanks. As the troops ascended the cattle ponred 
forth from the ravines and passes, the Kafirs bravely using 
their utmost endeavours to prevent their being driven· into 
the open country above, but being fired upon both front and 
rear, they soon retreated into their holds and fastnesses. 

In this operation the enemy is supposed to have had l 00 
men killed, and a considerable number wounded. About 
2,500 head of cattle, and large flocks of goats and sheep 
were captured. 

On the 14th the infantry under the command of Major 
McLean, Capt. Hallifax·, and Major Bagot crossed the Fish 
River at Trompetter's Drift, and inclining to the left, moved 
much farther to the enemy's right than on the 12th, and at 
day-break commenced their attack. The cavalry made the 
passage higher up, at a narrow and rugged pass called 
Sheffield's pass. A six-pounder, and the force at Committy's 
Drift, also crossed at that point, and concentrated with the 
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other division somewhat to the right and to the rear of that 
part of the bush which had not yet been scoured. 

After a long night's march the troops moved with much 
accuracy on the points to which they were oraered, and a 
six-pounder gave the signal of a general advance. It was 
soon obvious that the result of the action on the 12th was 
more decisive than had been supposed, as but few of the 
enemy were visible; and such was the rapidity of their 
retreat that they had left a considerable number of their 
cattle behind them in charge of a few herdsmen, who at
tempted to retreat ,vith \fem 0:1 our approach. 

The troops pursued through deep and bushy ravines. and 
ascending a ridge of hills scarcely accessible, succeeded 
in capturing about 1,200 head of sattle, and 2 large 
flocks of goats. U pwa!'ds of 30 women and children, of 
Dusliani's tribe also fell into our bands. Several of the 
enemy were killed and wounded in this affair. 

While this strug~le was going on in the kloofs and rugged 
banks of the Fish River, Col. Somerset was no less actively 
engaged on the heights in rear of the position ; of which 
a good detail is given by the writer from whom we have 
already quoted :-" At day-light," says he, "parties from 
our division moved off to the head of the Fish River kloof; 
at 6, the sound of firing of great guns indicated the attack 
had ·commenced by the advancing columns up the kloofs, 
ant! our division marcht:d, (a strong party being left in 
position) to the westward, along a tongue of lantl that 
enabled them to bring the Artillery to bear with good effect 
on the enemy in the bush; while the troops, except those 
detained for covering the gun, were detached into the bush, 
to attack and dislodge the enemy. The attack was briskly 
performed, and continued for 3 or four hours, during which 
the enemy, notwithstanding a most determineci resistance, 
was driven from position to position, until they fled, leaving 
their cattle to be brought out by the victors. This was 
effected on our side without any loss, but the ene:my sus
tained much both in lives and cattle; 75Q., chiefly milch 
cows and calves fell to our lot. The centre division, under 
Col. Smith, had a more arduous contest, the enemy: being 
stronger, though with a severe loss in killed and wounded, 
chiefly from guns. This was a most fatiguing day for the 
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troops, all up hill and bush work. When collected to
gether we changed our position a little to the Guanga, for 
the benefit of water and shelter from a cold and strong wind 
then blowing. Pato and Kama came to the reserve while 
the attack was going on : they had with them about 30 
mounted men with guns, and about 4()0 others armed 
with assegais. They sat all the time of the attack, only 
uttering a slight exclamation, when they .heard the report 
of the distant cannonade. They remained with us all night, 
during which Col. Somerset went over to the camp of the 
Commander of the Forces." 

Although it was clear that, notwithstanding e,•ery precau
tion, the enemy had made good his retreat, still the primary 
object of the expedition had ooen accomplished-his ex
pulsion from a position which had been deemed almost 
impracticable. It embraced numerous intricate fastnesses, 
from which it required considerable exertion and perse
,,erance in the troops to drive him, and our loss, although 
trifling to what usually occurs in European warfare, was 
consequently severe. Part of the troops had been either 
marching or in action from 7 o'clock on the 11th, unHl 
half past 8 on the evening of the 12th; and although a 
good deal fatigued, were in high spirits, and energetic in 
the pursuit of the enemy; who displayed, during these 
four days' operations, considerable activity, bravery, and 
stubbornness. A part of his force kept up a smart but 
desultory fire of musketry; amidst ,vhich was clearly 
distinguished the loud crack of an elephant gun of large 
calibre,-and which it was sub~equently ascertained was 
in the possession of a Hottentot deserter. Our loss 
amounted to twelve killed, of whom eleven were either 
Europeans, or of Ruropean lineage ; and the same number 
wounded (5). 

Amongst the former were two volunteers, named Good
win and Bland. The first an enterpri~ing, brave young 
man from Beaufort, who had only arrived as the troops 
were about to take th0 field, and who had joined them 
with enthusiasm: In an attack on the enemy in the bottom 
of a deep and tangled thicket, he and Bland, and one or 
two others, had pushed forward in advance of their com
panions, until they suddenly found themselves surrounded 
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by the enemy. Goodwin prepared to defend himself with 
intrepidity, when a shot struck his gun, and knocked off 
the stock; and he and Bland almost immediately after fell 
into the hands of the savages, and, though unresisting, 
were despatched by them.• Bland left a widow and several 
young children to deplore the loss of a husband· and parent. 

Amongst the killed four men of the 72d Regt. unfortu• 
uately fell by the fire of their own comrades. It appears 
that a detachment of this regiment had been placed in 
position for the night, and were lying under arms in mo
mentary expectation of au attack by the enemy. Durio~ 
the night one man, either from hearing a noise in the bush, 
or from the working of the imagination whilst half asleep, 
suddenl1 became alarmed, called out "Kafirs !" and in
stantly tired his piece. The consequence was that general 
consternation for the moment seized the men near him; 
their muskets were discharged, and with the fatal result 
above mentioned. We have not heard the name of the 
man who c&used this commotion; .but if he be a youn9 
soldier, the circumstance may be easily accounted for. 
This fine body of men had just arrived on the frontier, 
and the scene in which they found themselves so suddenly 
placed was calculated to have a powerful effect on the 
imagination. None can form any conception of a night 
birnuac in the kloofs of the Fish -River, but those who 
have actually been in such a situation. The gloomy and 
profound thickets-the rugged and frowning precipices-and 
the lofty heights which bound the view on every hand,-the 
natural gloom, heightened, by the shadows of night, and 
that restless watchfulnei;s which must necessarily be induced 
from a knowledge that a treacherous. cruel enemy was 
lurkmg around, watching for an opportunity to spring upon 
his victim ;-all ·these circumstances in combination are 
sufficiently powerful to account for the fatal accident de
'ICribed, without attaching undue blame to him by whom it 
was inadvertently caused. 

Another incident which occurred during this commando 
is worthy of being recorded. Col. Smith, Major Co:x, and 
several other officers, had assembled one evening round 

• These barbarians now make a boast of the manner in which they 
r.laughtered·their pri1oaera. They say, It is true that they had many killed, 
hut theu they put the British to death so pleasantly ! and at their leisure • 
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their night fires, when some of the enemy's marksmen stole 
quietly under cover of the thicket, to within a very short 
distance of the spot, a11d fired upon the party ; the balls 
whistled past their heads, but fortunately missed them. A 
detachment on the spot was in:,.tlmtly formed into line, and 

· rushed to the point whence the firing had proceeded, but 
the enemy had retired into the intricate bush, and every 
attempt to discover them was fruitless. 

Immediately before the troops commenced their march 
homeward from the Fish River Bush two deserters from the 
enemy, armed with firelocks, came into the camp. One of 
them was a Bechuana who had formerly been in the employ 
ofa shopkeeper at Graham's Town, and the other was a Bas
tard Hottentot who likewise belonged to the colony. These 
men stated that they had been forced to join the enemy 
after having been taken prisoners at the attack on Mr. 
Howse's flu·m, and had not till that time been able to 
effect their escape. 

A shocking instance of the ferocity of the invading 
savagPs was exhibited in the case of Corporal Rohi nson, of 
the 75th Regt., who was among the slain. His comrades 
had consigned his remains to the earth; but the spot had 
been afterwards discovered by the ~avages-the body torn 
from the grl!-ve ; and it was found with the head greatly 
disfigure~, apparently by beating it either with bludgeons 
or stones. 

We have detailed these operations at some length, it 
being the first general engagement between the opposing 
forces, and, as it will give a correct idea of the character 
of this warfare, and of the difficulties presented by the 
country to the movements of European ·troops. If these 
points are considered in connection with the due concentra
tion of the troops at the time ci,tlculated, although the extre
mities of the ground occupied comprised a distance of about 
50 miles; the rapidity of the.movements, and the boldness, 
energy, and perseverance with which they were executed;
it will readily be conceded that the plan of operation, and 
also its successful result, are · alike honorable to those en
gaged, and important to the country (6). 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Treacherous conduct of Hintza-Cruel treatment of the Trader, 
in his territory-Fidelity of the Fingoes and the Tambookies
Escape of the Rev. Mr. Brownlee-Abandonment and de
struction ,of Wesleyville-Gallant defence at the Kat River
Excellent arrangements of the Commissariat-Field Com
mandant Linde-Fatal encounter at Committy's Drift
Gallant conduct of the Field Commandant Rademeyer-Pro
ceedings of Col. Smith-Arrangements for Campaign-Inroad 
into the enemy's territory by detachment under Col. Smith
Mission of Field Commandant Van Wyk to Hintza-Situation 
of the Missionaries and Traders in the Tambookie country
Attack of the Fetcani-Death of R. Rawlins-Mission to 
the Amaponda chief, Faku-Attack on cattle-guard at Fort 
Beaufort-Departure from Graham's Town of His Excellency 
the Governor. 

IT has been shewn that the conduct of the chief Hintza, 
although extremely suspicious, had not manifested itself by 
openly expressed hostility. About this period he, however, 
appears to have thrown off disguise: the only two traders 
then in his territory, unconnected with the missionary institu
tion, named Eccles and Horton, were seized by order of the 
chief, and their trading station plundered of all its property. 
Their lives were spared, it is true, but they were strippe~ 
naked, deprived of every article of clothing except their 
shirt, and m this deplorable state were driven into an out
house, where, during thirty-six days, they were subjected to 
every .kind of indignity which sa,vage barbarity could suggest ; 
with no other food but one quart of milk daily, which was 
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doled out to them more, as it would seem, for the purpose of 
prolonging their misery, and thus affording more gratification 
to their fiendish tormentors, than from any feeling of com
passion. Fortunately these two men at length succeeded in 
eluding the vigilance of their keepers, and in escaping to the 
Wesleyan missionary institution of Butterworth, where they 
arrived in a most pitiable condition. Here, although the . 
inhabitants were in the greatest danger and alarm, they found 
an asylum, together with such assistance as they then espe
cially needed. 

Besides this, the colonial cattle were entering that country 
in such large numbers that concealment was out of the 
question. They were driven openly along the high road, and 
in view of the missionary station, by Hintza's own. people. 
It was also communicated to the missionary, the Rev. J. 
Ayliff, that the destruction of the institution had been a matter 
of disscusion by Hintza and his counsellors, or amapa.ltati ; 
and that this question had not been finally settled, ~s some 
of the captains were averse to the measure. A formal mes
sage, however, was sent to the Kafirs residing in that neigh
bourhood to remove and join the chief in the upper country, 
in order to make room for the Amararobe--the national appel
lation of the frontier tribes-when driven.before the British 
forces. 

Fortunately for the missionary arid those with him, the 
Fiugoes residing on the missionary station displayed, at this 
crjsis, considerable firmness and courage ; expressing their 
determination not to abandon their teacher~ and that if he 
were slain he should die "behind their shields." It was 
impossible, however, ·to reside here in this state of anxiety; 
and as, in spite of the utmost vigilance day and night, it 
was found impossible to preserve their cattle, it was resolved 
to attempt an escape to the institution at Clarkebury, a dis
tance of 45 miles to the north ; and in this they were 
ultimately successful. 

This station is situated amongst the Abatembu tribe 
of Kafirs, usually called Tambookies. At this period the 
people were governed by V adanna, a brother of the late 
chief V usani, to whose son, then a minor, h~ was the guar
dian.• This chief manifested, at the period to which we 

. • Vide Introductory Remarks, pp. 255--257. 
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have now arriv~, an unahaken attachment to the British 
cause, wd reglrd for the missionaries and other British sub
~cts who were so fortuitously thrown upon his protection. 
fhis good feeling was displayed throughout the wnole of the 
struggle which ensued, and its sincerity teited by his decided 
rejection alike of the promises and threatenings of the more 
powerful tribes in his ntighbourhood, then actively engaged 
in hostilities. 

Nearer the colonial frontier the situation of the missionaries 
was no less precarious. • At the station on the Buffalo River 
the Rev. Mr. Brownlee, of the London Missionary Society, 
with his wifo and family, was compelled to fly for his life, and 
to abandon all his property. It appears that before he could 
~mine upon quitting, the most hostile feeling was displayed 
~ds him by some of the people on the institution_:_by 
lhose who had witnessed his wiwearied exertions to promote 
their best interests, and that of their children ; and a great 
portion of whose life had been spent in endeavours to raise 
them in the scale of humanity. These people succeeded at 
length in driving from the institution Jan Tzatzoe, the son of 
the chief, and with him thm;e who were still willing to render 
him assistance. Having so far accomplished theil' purpose, 
they proceeded without further ceremony to plunder the 
institution. Mr. Brownlee, finding himself deserted by his 
.friends and menaced by the barbarians who were committing 
the spoliation of the mission property, was compelled at 
length to escape on foot, with his wife and children, towards 
the institution of W esleyville. One night was spent in the 
bush; but on the following day he succeeded in reaching 
that station in safety. Here all was confusion. An order 
had been received by Pato from the Governor to convey the 
missionary and the traders who were there assembled, on 
their way towards the colony ; and hasty preparations were 
making for their immediate departure. But few wagons 
could be had, and these were quite insufficient to remove the 
whole of the property, together with the families which re
quired a conveyance. Little or no assistance was to be 
procured from any one, as each was too intent on his own 
preservation to give any effectual help to his fellow sufferers. 
In. the midst of all this a Kafir village a little above the in
stitution was fired by the enemy, and Mr. Brownlee and his 
helpless family were again left to shift for themselves. Not; 
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\vithstanding all these untoward circumstances, Mr. B. suc
ceeded in gaining a place of safety on the Beka ; but no sooner 
was Mr. Brownlee's escape known, than bis dwelling was 
plundered, and the next day destroyed by the firebrand of 
the barba.rians. 

At W esleyville the chapel and houses shared the same 
fate-together with considerable property left in them, and 
which was unavoidably abandoned for want of conveyance. 

In the Kat River Settlement, the inhabitants had sustained 
daily attacks, in which they had defended themselves with 
great judgment and bravery. At length the enemy appeared 
determined by a desperate assault to endeavour to carry off 
the cattle which they still possessed, and which were so es
sential for the subsistence of the people. The 19th February 
was chosen for this attack. A day or two prior t!) this, two 
Kafh· women had visited the settlement, and in the course 
of conversation with theil' acquaintances had stated, that 
the chief Tyali, with his own and some of Hintza's men, 
was preparing to make a descent on that neighbourhood. 
Much importance wa.s not at first attached to this statement, 
as similar communications had been made before and never 
fulfilled; however, Capt. Armstrong deemed the few· hints 
which he gathered of consequence enough to induce him to 
send out at day-break on the 19th instant, strong patroles of 
observation, which were ordered to be prepared to. cover and 
protect the cattle. _ 

These patroles soon sent in reports purporting that a large 
force of Kafirs, supposed to be Tyali's commando which had 
been mustered and stationed on the Amatoli River, were in 
sight ; and that large bodies of the enemy were descending 
from the several kloofs around the settlement. Demands 
were at the same moment made for reinforcements from so 
many different points, that at one period not more than 
thirty men were left to protect the camp and the women and 
children. 

The enemy attacked the colonial force with much deter
mination, and were as bravely repulsed at every point. The 
most strenuous efforts were made to capture the cattle ; but 
in spite of all their attempts the people of the settlement 
~ded ultimately in saving the whole of them. In the 
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variotlS skirmi11hes sixty-seven Kafirs were killed m the 
course of the daY., besides many wounded, The loss on our 
side was two ktlled, and one man and a woman severely 
wounded. 

During the engagement the Field-commandant Van Wyk 
arrived at the settlement with a small party of men, 
and finding that a determined attack was making on 
it he returned to his encampment at the close of the 
day, and before day-light the following morning appeared 
with a reinforcement of 240 mounted burghers ; but the 
enemy had retired, having been defeated in all his -at
tacks. This force was, however, dispatched forward im
mediately for the purpose, if possible, of intercepting 
him ; and hence it was to proceed in a certain direction, 
with the view of gaining unperceived a place of con
cealment; -towards which point all the cattle of the set
tlement were driven under the protection of a strong mounted 
force. It was hoped that the Kafirs would be lured 
by this stratagem to attempt the capture of the cattle, and 
thus fall into the hands of the force which had just placed 
themselves in position in their rear; but this expectation was 
not realised, as the enemy did not make any further demon
stration than by his night fires, which were seen in so many 
different directions, as to lead to the opinion that there 
were large bodies of Kafirs around the British force. On 
tlie night aftet· this engagement, before the moon rose, an 
attempt was made by the enemy to break into one of the 
kraals ; several· shots were fired, and the assailants were 
driven back with the loss of one man who was shot dead. 
An attack was also made by the Kafirs the same day 
upon 14 wagons which were on their way from Fort Beaufort 
to the settlement for barley. The enemy attempted to sur
round them, but a brisk fire was kept up by the escort, 
which was distinctly heard at the camp, whence a party of 
mounted galloped sent forward to their relief, and by whose 
assistance, the whole succeeded in reaching their place of 
destination in safety. On all these occasions the conduct of 
the officers and men of the Beaufort Levy, under Major 
Blakeway, and of the Kat River force, under the Fiel~
cornet Groepe, was spoken of in the highest terms for their 
gallant exertions (7). 

During the period occupied by these various events, every 
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exertion was making to bring up reinforcements from the 
lower districts, and to provide for the effective equipment of 
the army when actually in the field. The state of warfare 
in which the colony found itself so unexpectedly thrown, 
rendered this a matter of no little difficulty ; and it is to 
the prudent and energetic measures adopted at an early stage 
of the proceedingR, that we may attribute the inhabitants not 
having been in a state of actual want. Too much praise cannot 
be awarded to the Commissariat Department on this severe 
and trying exigency : the demands upon government were 
sudden and extraordinary. Not alone the military, but the 
whole population of the frontier found itself within the space 
of a few days absolutely dependant upon the government 
supplies for subsistence ; and looking to this quarter, their 
expectations were fully realised. Unde1· the prudent, system
atic, active, and persevering management of the officer then 
at the head of the Commissariat on the frontier, the resources 
of the country and the wants of the people were soon ascer
tained-a rigid economy enforced, and every contingency 
provided for m a manner that reflects the highest credit upon 
this branch of the public service. 

With the reinforcements which arrived at this period, was 
the Field-commandant Linde. He had marched with his 
burghers from Swellendam ; and although in consequence of 
his great age, near 80· years, permission had been given him 
to retire from the active duties of the field and remain at 
home, yet he declined to avail himself of the indulgence. 
His venerable appearance, his zeal and activity, and his 
anxiety to meet and repel the barbarian invaders of the coun
try, were the theme of general remark on his arrival at head
quarters. 

It is but justice also to state that in several other instances 
the conduct of the Dutch-African colonists was beyond all 
praise. Several of the most gallant affairs which took place 
during the war were those in which the Dutch farmers parti
cularly distinguished themselves. It is as pleasing as it is 
just to accord this meed of praise. Much has been done to 
excite between the English and Dutch inhabitants a sus
picious jealousy ; but we are happy to say that late events 
have discovered the injustice of the attempt; and it may be 
confidently expected that the only rivalry between them in 
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future will be a generous emulation as to who shall most 
efficiently advance the true interests of this land of their joint 
adoption. • 

We have already noticed the gallant conduct of the 
Ferreiras, the Winterberg farmers, and those of Oliphant's 
Hoek; and we have now to record another affair which, 
for gallantry, is fully equal to any recorded during this un
settled. period.-On the 6th March a patrol of farmers 
under Field-comet Nel, employed in the ceded territory, came 
upon the spoor of Kafirs leading into the colony by Com
mitty's Bush, and, from the beaten appearance of their track, 
it was estimated that their numbers could not be far short of 
3,000. The next day Capt. Jervis, 72d Regiment, joined 
the Field-cornet, and, with a strong party of burghers, pl'O
ceeded in search of the enemy. A party- was sent forward 
at the same time to Field-commandant Rademeyer, request
ing that he would send them a reinforcement. In the 
direction of Committy's Drift the smoke of several fires was 
observed, and parties of Kafirs were seen on the clear spaces 
on the top of the hills. These were charged at full speed with 
the intention of cutting them off from the bush, but they 
succeede<l in gaining it. Cattle were observed in the bush, and 
shots were continually fired at the patrol from two or three 
individuals, but without effect. On Rademeyer's arrival the 
patrol entered .the bush (the artillery firing an occasional 
shot over their heads from a three-pounder), and cleared it at 
once, the enemy reb·eating in the direction of Trompetter's 
and Co~mitty's Bush. Three Kafirs were killed, and 5 horses 
and 83 head of cattle taken. The number of Kafirs appeared 
to be about 700. 

The enemy after being thus defeated, moved lower down 
the Fish River Bush, to the same point from whence they 
had been dislodged with so much difficulty by the colonial 
forces a few weeks before. 

In this nei~hbourhood a party of 40 men of the civil force 
from Port Elizabeth, under Capt. Harries, had taken up a 
position, being placed there as a post of observation. At an 
early hour on the morning of the 7th inst. an alarm was 
given to this party that a body of Kafirs, about one hundred 
5trong, had just seized the draught oxen, feeding on the 
opposite bank of the river. The horses were immediately 
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called in, and a patrole of twenty men ordered out to en
deavour to re-capture the cattle. Just as the patrole had 
saddled up for this purpose, and in less than half an hour 
from their first appearance, the enemy was seen issuing in 
considerable force from all the paths and defiles on the opp~ 
site side of the river, and, descending rapidly from the 
heights, began to cross the river at various points. The 
number at this moment in sight might amount to from one 
thousand to fifteen hundred, but as the;y still continued to 
pour forth from the bush, it was impossible to judge of th~ 
force which might still be in the rear. The patrole proceeded 
with promptitude in the direction where the enemy were 
crossing the river in greatest force, but after firing a 
few rounds, they deemed it prudent to fall back upon the 
encampment. 

Capt. Harries suspecting that the enemy's object was to 
~urround the camp, detached a small party to observe their 
movements in the rear, who immediately reported' that his 
his suspicions were well foW1ded. This movement, which 
was evidently preconcerted, was executed with indescribable 
rapidity. From the moment that the enemy first issued from 
the bush, until they all but succeeded in hemming in the 
party, occupied a space of only ten minutes. Capt. Harries 
having ascertained from personal observatioa that the report 
of his scouts was correct, and being satisfied that the post, 
which afforded no cover, was not tenable, then withdrew the 
remainder of his men from the camp. They had to make 
their way with considerable difficulty through bodies of the 
enemy, who were fast closing in, under cover of a dry ravine, 
lined with detached clumps of bush ; and in doing so, nine 
Ka.firs were killed, and eight colonists, viz :-

Thomas Titterton } B f p El" b h 
F . Cl k ' urghers o ort 1za et , ranc1s · ar , 
Serjeant Thomas Bilston, formerly of the Royal Horse 

Guards (blue). This was an industrious deserving 
man, and much esteemed by his fellow townsmeQ. He 
received a shot through the leg while charging the 
enemy at Waterloo. 

R. Shaw, of Graham's Town, wagon owner. 
Four Jlottentots. 

,'fl:~e two men, Titterton and Clark1 owed their fate to 
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accidents with their horses. The saddle of the former turned 
with him, and his horse~ade its escape. The latter had a 
severe fall, and his horse also got away from him. In both 
instances their companions rendered them every assistance 
in their power, but Titterton was struck in the back with an 
assegai immediatel[ after his accident; and Clark was so 
disabled by bis fal that he made several ineffectual attempt.s 
to mount behind his companions. Jan Tys, a Hottentot, 
had a most narrow escape ;-having been hotly pursued, he 
jumped into a porcupine hole, where he lay ensconsed while 
bis pursuers actually passed over the spot, treading the dust 
into his face. 

The rents, four wagons, and the baggage and supplies 
unavoidably fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Several of this party are highly spoken of for their gallant 
conduct, particularly Messrs. Bance and Van der Kemp; 
the latt1:r was made instrumental in saving the life of a young 
Englishman named Randall, who was in charge of a w3i:,<>'On ; 
he was in the rear, and was on the point of being overtaken 
by three Kafirs, when Van der Kemp (a son of the late Dr. 
V. K.), levelled his gun and brought down the for6most 
man, thus effectually ridding him of one enemy, and de
terring the other~wo from further pursuit. The enemy, after 
burning the wagons, retired towards their own territory, in 
the direction of the Keiskamma. 

/ 

·. On receipt of the foregoing intelligence at head-quarters, 
Lieut.-Col. Somerset, who happened to be in towB, imme
diately proceeded to the scene of action, together with as 
many men as could be hastily collected together at the mo
ment to accompany him. Major Bagot, with the Hottentot 
Provisional Infantry, was also directed to move iowards the 
lower part of the district, and to occupy the defiles leading 
out of the Kap River Bush, in the direction of Bathurst. 
The supplies for the army, which were at the point of being 
sent forward, were ordered to remain in town, and all the 
movements connected with the commando to be delayed 
until further orders. 

No certain information was gained of the further move
ments of the enemy, although Col. Somerset. was using 
every exertion to overtake him, until the afternoon of tlle 
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9th March, when, as the Field-commandant Rademe1,r 
was returning from Trompetter's 1>rift to his 'ftlrnty~iL 
'• Moordelyke Kop," he obserYed a column of .smQke'\o-Miille. 
from a rocky kloof: he proceeded there with 10 men, and 
had no sooner entered the thieket than he found himself in 
the midst of a large body of the enemy. The gallant de
fence made on this occasion, and in particular the intre
pidity of the leader of the colonial force, is well described 
in a letter addressed to the author by an officer serving at 
the time in the immediate neighbourhood of the scene of 
action, and of which the following is an extract :-" Early 
on the day mentioned, Rademeyer, not hearing from the 
Chief of the Staff, proceeded with 175 men towards Trom
petter's Poort, patrolling the heads of the great kloof of the 
river. Here he fell in with the spoor of cattle and horses, 
followed by some K.afirs, who had entered the defiles to the 
right of the scene of action on the 12th February. Observ
ing a fire. in the bush, he, with a party of 40 men, de
scended into the kloof by a track which he followed until 
the pass became exceedingly narrow, the rocks on each side 
nearly touching each other, and the bush so impervious as 
to present an almost impassable barrier to further progress. 
On reaching this point he was suddenly attacked by the 

• enemy in force ; in fact he was completely surrounded be-
. fore he had any intimation of the presence of an enemy. 

A fire of musketry was poured from the rocks around them, 
and the enemy rushed boldly on and among them, assegai 
in hand, from the bush, stabbing and bearin~ down every 
thing before them. The little band of colomsts, gathering 
together and sustaining each other, poured a steady and 
continued fire upon their assailants; and with such deadly 
effect, that the bodies of those who fell on our side were 
covered by those of the slaughtered enemy. In one instance 
three of the enemy met their death whilst endeavouring to 
drag away their slain. Poor Bernard, the first who fell, was 
literally covered with the bodies of the opposing Kafirs. 
The main body of the patrol, hearing from the open coun• 
try above tlae firing and shouting of the battle, dispatched 
a reinforcement to the aid of their comrades. Twenty men 
accordmgly descended the kloof, and attacking the Kafi~ 
with spirit, succeeded in joining or being joined by the rest ; 
on which the enemy, daunted by this bold resistance, re
turned from the field of slaughter-as it might justly be 

• 
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called-for our slain lay on the ground covered by more 
than fifty of the enemf. 

The following are the namei, of the brave men who fell in 
this affa\r :-

Adam Boshoff, Andries Van Zyl, 
Jan Bernard, Johannes Roelstaff, 
Jan Meyer, Hermanns Wessels. 

Those wounded were-
Frederick Keyser, his arm broke very severely with a 

gun shot. · 
Petrus Swart,gunshot through the thigh, very dangerously. 
Marthinus Bernard, shot above the heel. 
William Botha, ae,segai wound in the thigh. 
Henry Pienaar, gun shot in the thigh. 

Several had assegais and gun shots through their clothes, 
and among them the Command!l.nt Rademeyer. Others 
had their apparel clotted with the blood of the enemy, some 
of whom met their death at the muzzle of the gun, fired in 
the very act of pushing-them away from the attack. It was 
indeed a most desperate affair, every one having to fight for 
his life, being encompassed by a host of infuriated enemies." 

Such is the account furnished to us of this sanguinary • 
affair, and which reflects so much credit upon the Comman
dant Rademeyer, knd upon those who so ably seconded him 
in this gallant defence; and by which they extricated them
selves from a situation where, to all human probability, the 
destruction of the _whole party appeared inevitable. 

While these proceedings were going on Col. Smith, having 
quitted Graham's Town on the evening of the 7th March, 
had established himself at Fort Willshire, for the purpose 
of forming a central camp, and superintending the various 
operations in progress along the ridge of the Keiskamma, wit.h 
a view of intercepting th~ enemy who was known to have 
entered the Fish River Bush. The determined repulse met 
with from the Field-commandant liademeyer had dispersed 
a large· part of that force, which had returned towards the 
Amatoli, whither they were pursued by Col. Smith, with a 
a mounted·patrole. Several of the enimy's stragglers were 
shot by this patrole, and some of their huts destroyed, b11t 
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the main body escaped owing to the tired state of the horses. 
which rendered further pursuit impracticable. It was quite 
evident at this time that the enemy was not in any force 
within the colony ; patrols of bis stragglers were occa
sionally seen, and some mischief done by them. A farmer 
named Andries De Lange had been killed by them while 
seekin~ his horses on the Fish River, and a mill just below 
Bathurst had been fired and destroyed ; but still it was 
apparent that the main body of the enemy had retired into 
his own territory, and that his skirmishers were following 
as fast as possible. 

The colonial forces being nearly in a state of readiness to 
take the neld, and the majority h~ving already marched to 
tlieir respective places of rendezvous, the following notice, 
which it will be perceived differs somewhat from that previ
ously issued, was published in the military orders of the 
day:-

" The army to be distributed into four divisions, instead of three, 
as at first proposed. Col. Smith, C. B. to be second in command, 
continuing at the same time in the performance of the duties of Chief 
of the Staff to the united regul.tr and burgher forces. 

"The 1st division, with which will be the head-quarters of the 
.,Commander-in-Chief, will be commanded by Lieut.-<;:ol. Peddie, 

K. H., 72d Highlanders. 

"The 2d, by Lieut.-Col. Somerset, K. H. 

" The 3d, by Major Cox, 7 5th Regiment. 

"The 4th, by Field-commandant Van Wyk. 

" The forces which will then remain on the eastern frontier and 
within the districts of Somerset and Albany, as well regulars as 
burghers, will be under the command of Lieut.-Col. England, who 
will take charge of the first line of defence of that frontier, and fix 
his head-quarters at Grahnm's Town. 

"This line is defined as extending from the Winterberg, including 
the Kat River Settlement, Camp Adelaide, and the Chusie and 
Keiskamma Rivers, with the Forts Beaufort and Willshire, to the sea. 

"The means and resources of the above two districts for all pur
poses of military defence, arrangements and communications, are 
placed at the disposal of Lieut.-Col. England, and he will put him
..el( in communication with the Civil · Commissioners of those dis-

• 
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tricts, and with those of Uitenhage and Graafl'-Reinet, respectively. 
He will also place himself in communication with Col. Cuyler, com
manding the burglier force, and posts of defence of the district of 
Uitenhage,-forming the 2d line of frontier defence,-and those 
officers will mutually assist and ~operate with each other. · 

" Col. Cuyler will accordingly take upon himself the charge of 
all the local force of defence, including those of Zuurberg, within 
the district of Uitenhage,-excepting Port Elizabeth, which is a 
fortress under an especial Commandant, with whoni, however, he 
will be in communication, each affording to the other reciprocal 
assistance in all that may be necessary. 

" The Colonels England and Cuyler will respectively act upon 
their own judgment and discretion during the absence of t~e 
Commander in Chief, observing the heads of general instructions, 
which will be duly communicated ~o them as far as these may be 
applicable to the existing circumstances of this period." • 

During the time nece<1sariJy occupied in completing these 
arrangements, Col. Smith, at the head of a strong patrol, 
had made some spirited incur11ions into the Kafir territory, 
penetrating to· the foot of the Amatoli, where the enemy 
was known to have taken up a position in considerable 

• force. The following is a brief account of their proceed
ings:-

On Monday, March 23d, Col. Smith, accompanied , 
by the Field.cornets Greyling and Nel, and ten other 
burghers, proceeded from Fort Willshire towards Block 
Drift, where they forded the Chusie River. From thence 
they took the direction of the Chumie Institution to Love
dale-a station formerly belonging to the Glasgow Mission
ary Society-and which they found had been fired by the 
enemy. Here an athletic Kafir, fully armed, was observed 
to run into the ruins of a house, which was immediately 
surrounded; and he was called upon through the medium 
of a Kafir guide to lay down his arms and surrender; but 
no inducement could prevail on him to comply: on we 
contrary, he threw an assegai which nearly proved fatal 
to one of the patrol. The infatuated savage was ultimately 
fired upon from a height above the Lovedale institution, 
and killed. Col. Smith then proceedf'd to reconnoitre the 
position o~cupied on the Amatoli by the enemy under Tyali. 

Two days after the above Col. Smith received informa-
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tion from Field-commandant Rademeyer, that it had been 
reported to him by the chief Pato, that the enemy intended 
to attack the latter, and also one of Rademeyer's posts on 
the line of the Keiskamma, and then to re-occupy his old 
position in the Fish River bush. Although this information 
was considered extravagant, yet as a party of Kafirs had 
been observed prowling about the camp, and another in 
the neighbourhood of Fort Willshire, of whom one was 
shot, the Chief of the Staff thought it proper to take such 
precautionary measures as might check such a movement 
should it be attempted. Accordingly a strong patrol was 
marched direct to the line across which the enemy must 
necessarily pass from his position on the Amatoli should he 
make the attack in question. This patrol was further 
directed, in the event of falling in with the spoor of the 
enemy, to follow it wherever it might lead. Col. Smith 
himselC took the command of this party, which consisted 
of 200 of the Swellendam Burghers, under the Yeteran and 
gallant old Field-commandant Linde, 100 Albany Burghers, 
under Field-commandant Dreyer, a detachment of the 
Cape Mounted Rifles under Ensign Lowen, a11d 30 of the 
Corps of Guides, under Messrs. Bowker, Driver, and 
Southey. 

At 2 o'clock on.the morning of Friday (27th March) this 
force moved forward, crossed the Keiskamma at the Willshire 
Drift, and marched direct upon the U mdesina, a distance from 
the camp of 30 miles. No trace of the enemy being discovered, 
the troops moved on with great rapidity and attacked 
him in his strong position in the difficult and extensive 
kloof of the U mdesina. The colonial force was formed into 
three divisions, each of which penetrated at different points 
into the enemy's fastnesses. The result was perfectly suc
cessful; several of the enemy being slain, 1,200 cattle, many 
horses, and considerable flocks of goats captured, 150 wo
men taken prisoners, and upwards of 500 huts destroyed. 
The Kafirs were in great force, but from the nature of the 
country, the bush being very thick and favorable for escape, 
comparatively few of them were slain; no loss of life was 
sustained on our side, and only one man wounded, viz., 
an Albany burgher named Potgieter, who received an asse
gai near the hip and through the thigh. After completing 
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this arduous duty, the troops returned t.o Fort Wil11.1hire 
with the cattle, the rear guard arriving at 1 o'clock A. x. of 
the following morning, having made a march which, in 
European warfare, would scarcely be credited (9). 

The intelligence which reached the colony at this period 
from the interior to the N. E. was of a suspicious character, 
and such as to induce His Excellency the Governor to use 
every effort to bring Hmtza to ar,t unequivocal decla
ration, before commencing operations in the enemy's 
territory. Accordiugly, about the middle of March the 
Field-commandant Van Wyk, a man of distinguished 
steadiness and bravery, was dispatcbed, by way of the 
Tambookie country, on a mission to him. This officer was 
instructed to state, in the name of the Governor, that he 
would be treated as an enemy to the colony unless'he " should 
unequivocally cease to countenance the hostile chiefs ; neither 
affording them harbour, residence, or protection; and 
should send back all the colonial horses and other plunder 
which had been received into his country."• Hintza de
clined the proposed interview, contenting himself with sending 
bis principal chief, Klabaklaba, who, in answer to the de
mands of the Field-commandant, stated that before Hintza 
could give up the colonial cattle he must confer with his 
chiefs on the subject. Throughout this Q011ference nothing 
decisive or satisfactory could be elicited. It was evident that 
the crafty and dishonest chief was exercising the utmost 
duplicity ; and that whilst he was secretly inciting the other 
chiefs to hostility-receiving the plunder and fumtshing th<'m 
with reinforcements of men-he himself had not the courage 
to expose his own person, or to declare openly his 
hostility to the colony. From the moment of this interview 
the Governor appears to have been decided as to the course 
to be pursued, VIZ. that of viewing this chief as combined in 
the confederacy, and his people actually engaged in hostilities 
against the colony. 

As a necessary precaution against any treachery from this 
quarter, and also to inspire the Tambookies residing on the 
colonial frontier with some degree of confidence-they being 
in a state of great alarm, caused by the threatening demon-

• Vide communication from the Govomor to Hintza, inserted in Intro-
ductory Remarks, pp. 121-128. · 
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atrations of Hintza's people who were crowding in force 
immediately in their rear-the Field-commandant Van Wyk 
was directed to move with a stron(J' commando of burghers to 
the neighbourhood of Os Kraal 'River, a position between 
Hintza and the Moravian institution of Klip Plaat in the 
Tambookie country. This movement was of great impor
tance, inasmuch as while it effectually covered this station
affording a secure rallying point to the Tambookies under the 
chief Mapasa-it at the same moment secured their neu
trality, intimidated Hintza, and effectually checked the ad
vance of his people in any force on that part of the colonial 
frontier. 

Farther in the interior of the Abatembu country the aspect 
of affairs was still more unfavorable. It has already been 
seen that the missionaries and traders who were in Hintza's 
country had fled from thence to the Clarkebury institution 
among the Tambookies. Here they were received with dis
tinguished kindness by the chief Vadanna ; but still their 
situation was exceedingly precarious. Food was scarce; 
they were surrounded by difficulties.: on two sides of them 
an impracticable desert; on the other two their progress to 
the colony was barred by large bodies of merciless infuriated 
savages. While in this anxious state of suspense, the alarm
ing intelligence was received by them that a large force of 
natives was marching upon them from the eastward, evidently 
with the intention of attacking them. Vadanna prepared to 
defend himself, and applied to the traders to assist him ;-to 
which, it appears, they were pledged, on being received by 
him, in the event of attack. The required aid was given 
with alacrity, the traders proceeding forward to a distance of 
several miles to meet the assailants; who, however, pom·ed 
down with such impetuosity as to sweep away all resistance. 
~nfortunately one English trader, named Rawlins,. an intel
ligent and active young man, was killed. In the hurry of 
~treat his horse came upon a shelving ledge of rock, which 
it would not descend : here the barbarians overtook and 
dispatched him. The wife of this unfortunate man was at the 
i!1stitt1tion adjacent, she having fled with her husband a short 
time before from the missionary station in Hintza's country; 
and sbe now found herselfrsuddenly bereaved of her pro
tectp~; far from home ; surrounded by difficulties and danger; 
and'\llillith several young children depending upon her for support. 
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The result of this attack was the entire destruction or dis
persion of the tribes under the chiefs Fooboo and Diko; all 
their huts burnt, and 2,000 cattle can-ied off. A tract of 
country, in extent 20 by 10 miles, was completely devas
tated. It does not appear that this body of marauders were 
acting in concert wtth the confederate chiefs. They were 
supposed at the time to be a people who had joined a notori
ous character named Capaai, a renegade Zoola, who, having 
become disaffected to the sway of the ruling chief, had fled 
to this part of the country, where he had firmly established 
himself in a difficult and mountainous position to the N. E. 
of Amapondaland. It turned out, upon better information 
being obtained afterwards, that a large proportion of these 
marauders were Amapondas ; nor was Faku, their. chief, 
alto~etber free from suspicion of being concerned in the 
affair. 

This chief was known to possess great power and extensive 
influence in that part of Africa. On a visit made to him by 
some Wesleyan missionaries a very short time before the 
breaking out of the war; they had witnessed upwards of 
30,000 warriors assembled by him; and hence it was not 
likely that the Governor of the colony would overlook the 
important step of seeming his neutrality at least, if not his 
co-operation, during the operations about to be commenced. 
In the then disturbed state of the country no communication 
overland could be made to him ; and it was therefore 
resolved to dispatch a messenger to him by sea, there being 
at that particular juncture a small coaster, the Circe, then 
lying in Algoa Bay. Accordingly Mr. H. Fyn_n was imme
diately despatched on this service. Proceeding with all 
possible speed to Port Elizabeth, he there embarked; was 
landed at Port Natal ; and travelling from thence along 
the coast westward he soon reached the country of 
the Amapondas. The success . of this measure was com
plete. Not only was all apprehension of attack from 
this quarter removed, but had it been necessary the Ama
ponda chief would have marched his warriors into Hintza's 
territory, and the annihilation of his tribes would have bee!1 
the almost certain result. Humanity would not permit Sir 
Benjaiajb· D'U rban to have recourte to this extreme measure. 
Wh1lst·he felt the stem necessity of punishing them, he was 
still anxious that no .unnecessary severity should be exercised, 
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and no penalty enforced beyond that which the offence com
mitted imperatively demanded. 

It is a remarkable circumstance that within a few days after 
the death of Rawlins in the Tam bookie country, his brother was 
slain by the Kafirs at Fort Beaufort under the following circum
stances :-At this post the farmers of the surrounding coun
try had assembled for protection; their cattle and sheep being 
sent out for pasture in charge of four or five armed men. On 
the day of the fatal occurrence the cattle had been placed, as 
usual, under charge of two young Englishmen named Rawlins 
and Carpenter, and two Hottentots. They had proceeded a few 
hundred yards from the post so as to be hid from observation 
by an intervening hill, when a party of Kafirs rushed down 
upon them, speedily killed two of the party, wounded the 
thitd, and drove off the cattle. One man succeeded in 
escaping to the camp, where a party was ordered to follow 
the marauders; the pursuit, however, was ineffectual. One 
hundred head of cattle were carried successfully off, and 
the plunderers escaped. The bodies of the men killed 
were found pierced with innumerable assegai wounds, and 
conveyed into Fort Beaufort; the wounded man was found 
lying in a state of insensibility at the bottom of a ravine to 
which he had fled from his pursurers, and where he had 
sunk down perfectly exhausted. · 

About this period several other skirmishes had taken 
place in the neighbourhood. In the Kat River settlement, 
which is situated on the opposite side of the mountains ; the 
inhabitants still continued to be harrassed by small parties 
of the enemy-several of whom were shot; still, notwith
standing these incursions, it was apparent that the enemy was 
not in any force within the colonial boundary, and every 
matter connected with the due equipment of the colonialforce 
having been arranged, His Excellency the Governor quitted 
Graham's Town on the 26th March, taking his route to the 
southward, by Kafirs Drift, where he forded the Fish River, 
and thence passing upwards he inspected the several de
tachments which were encamped in that neighbourhood, and 
ultimately fixed his head-quarters at Fort ... \Yj,llshire, on 

the right bank .of the Keiskamma. . «t/4.t.· ~.-·r.&."vl1 :.,.. . . . "C"'l ( •. •. , . . . :_ 4i .·· .. · 
~. ·,.t\f,~f~~~ . 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Amatoli Mountaim-March of the Troop, into the enemy'• 
territory-Operation, of the ,everal divisions-Incurlions of 
the enemy into the Colony-Gallant affair at the Buffalo 
Poorts~Movement of the troops-Inclemency of the weather 
-Arrival of the army on the Kei-Cross the river and en
camp near Butterworth Institution-The Finyoes-Arrival of 
Col. Somerset's divilion-The difficulties of its ma,,:ch-Du
bious conduct of Hintza-Murder of J. Armstrong-Rescue 
of the Missionaries and Traders from their perilous situation 
at Clarkebury-Their testimony respecting the chief Vadanna 
-Liberation of the Fingoes-Gallant and 8'11,Cces,Jul proceed,. 
ings of Col. Smith-Artival at the British camp of Hintza
Ratijication of treaty with him-Suspension of hostilities
Return of the army to the Kei-That River proclaimed a, 
the boundary of the Colony. 

TBE Amatoli mountains where the enemy was known 
to have taken a position in considerable force, fonn a part of 
that mountain chain which rising at Bruintjes Hoogte, stretches 
across this part of Africa in au easterly direction, parellel 
with the coast, until it gradually declines in altitude on the 
eastern side of the Bashee or St. John's River. The general 
features of these mountains are their vastness, their extreme 
steepness and ruggedness, and the immense bushy ravines 
which clothe their sides and occupy the profound gorges 
which are met with in every direction, and which afford such 
facilities for shelter and concealment to an enemy like the 
Kafir ; and especially il;l conducting that peculiar warfare to 
which he is accustomed. 
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The forests of the Amatoli in which the enemy had es
tablished himself are of vast extent, clothing the kloofs and 
face of the mountain chain at that particular point from 
whence issue the Keiskamma and Buffalo, and other lesser 
streams which water this division of the Kafir territory. The 
sides and summits of these mountains afford abundance of 
pasturage, and in the sunµner season when the low country 
1s parched by drought, and vegetation partly disappears, 
these higher regions afford ample support for the cattle of 
the inhabitants.• In the winter months the cold is severe,
snow lying on the highest peaks often for weeks together : 
at this period the grass becomes dry and wi~, and cattle 
kept on it soon fall into low condition, in which state they 
are not able to endure the cold and storms of this elevated 
country. 

It was towards this point that the colonial forces com
menced their march on the 31st March, the particulars of 
which are well described by an eye-witness in the following 
terms :-" The troops having broke up their encampments 
moved forward and entered Kafirland .by the drift over the 
Keiskamma, which .is nearly opposite to Fort Willshire. The 
hills on both sides of the river are of considerable elevation, 
and from the obstruction created by the steepness of the 
road,-the 1;,adness of the ford,-and the long and toilsome 
ascent on the Kafir side,-the motley assemblage of men of 
every hue, and in costumes infinitely varied, with chargers 
in every J.>OSsible variety of comparison, intermingled with 
an intermmable train of wagons, produced a scene which 
nothi~ but ~ theatrical exhibition can afford in other 
countnes. 

"The 1 st division of the invading army consists of artil
lery, regulars, mounted burghers, and Hottentots of the 
Mounted Rifles and of the 1st Provisional Battalion ; and its 
whole strength, exclusive of leaders· and drivers for the 
wagons, is aoout 1,200 men. . 

"The first night was passed at a kraal which is distant 

• Capt. Aitchison, in his evidence before the Commons' Committee, 
speaks of the.Kafir country being, at a period when some or these people 
were driven onr the colonial boundary, a, bar• aa a paracu. But he inust 
here allude to the low country, as in the mountain range there is in summer 
1euou alway1 an abundance of excellent pasturage. · 
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from ,villshire about 7 miles, where Mr. Driver formerly 
establi~hed a trading station, and whe1·e poor Kent was mur
dered at the commencement of hostilities. The stone-built 
gable of the building was all that remained. Some Kafir 
huts were standing, and in the crops of millet, of which 
there was a considerable breadth nearly ripe, the dead bodies 
of two Kafirs, supposed to have been wounded in Col. Smith's 
attack upon them in the Kaleka, were discovered. 

" On the following morning the troops, diverging from the 
road that leads to Tzatzoe's kraal, which is Mr. Brownlee's sta
tion, advanced in the direction of Slambie's Kop (a high point 
visible from the heights near Graham's Town), and halted for 
the night on the Debie River, at a distance of about four miles 
from its base. At this place the troops remained during the 
following day, and were joined in the night by Major Cox, 
with an escort of the 3d division, which Ire commands. Col. 
Somerset had aiTived a few hours earlier with the whole of 
his division. On the 2d, His Excellency the Commander-in
Chief reconnoitered the enemy's position in the direction of 
the Amatoli, and at 12 o'clock of the same day he again left 
the camp, escorted by a party of the Albany burghers, with 
the intention of ascending an eminence which commands the 
U mdesini and Intagesina ; some Kafirs were observed on this 
height, but Col. Smith advancing with a party of the escort 
drove them off, and His Excellency was enabled to make his 
reconnoisance. · 

" On the 2d and 3d a few Kafii·s were observed on the high 
1idge which branches offtothe westward from Slambie's Kop, 
and their fires were visible during both days. This height is 
a remarkable feature in the lowest ridge of the mountainous 
tract which extends from the Debie to the elevated range in 
which Gaika's Berg and the Amatoli mountain a1·e prominent 
objects. The bush in this tract is not extensive, compared 
with the celebrated jungle of the Fish River, but the precipitous 
character of the country affords the savage great facilities for 
retreat. The country from the Keiskamma to the Debie is finely 
diversified with hill and dale, neither rising to the height of . 
the hills in the vicinity of Graham's Town, nor sinking to 
the tiresome uniformity which usually characterizes the coun
try at the base of mountain ranges. Every where the mimosa 
embellishes the scene, but is seldom sufficiently thick to 
afford a hiding place to the enemy. 

Digitized by Google 



MARCH OP THE TROOPS. 129 

"The numerous kraals and huts, and the extent of the 
cultivation, every where indicate a dense population, and it 
was to every one a matter of wonder that the proprietors of a 
coun~ to which nature had been so bountiful, and for which 
a civilized nation had done so much, should covet the com
paratively worthless possessions of their neighbours. 

"On the evening of the 2d, the whole of the troops in 
camp were ordered to be in readiness to move at midnight. 
At that hour the main body, under the immediate command 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, commenced 
their march in the direction of a mountain pass to the right 
of Slambie's Kop ; Major Cox moved towards the Chunue ; 
Col. Somerset towards the source of the Buffalo; and Capt. 
Warden, with 100 of the Swellendam burghers and a com
pany of Provisionals, advanced to that part of the mountains 
which is to the left of Slambie's Kop, and llJ1mediately oppo
site to the camp. The whole of the troops had amved at 
their respective points of attack before day break, and moved 
forwards as soon as there was sufficient light to commence 
their operations. Capt. Warden's party was joined in the 
course of the day by a party of the 1st division ; it fell in 
with a party of the enemy, killed some of them, and cap
tured 40 horses, and upwards of 100 head of cattle. 

" From the result of these particulars it is evident that the 
main body of the Kafirs have withdrawn farther into the 
mountains, taking with them all the cattle not immediately 
required for the use of the small parties left in their rear. 
The Indian corn and millet are now ripening, and they feel, 
no doubt, the importance of . gathering them, to provide 
against the scarcity which must ensue should a large portion 
of their cattle be captured by the colonists. In the same 
degree that they are anxious to preserve it, it might be sup
posed we should be anxious to destroy. it ; but hitherto tiie 
crops have sustained no injury but what the supplies which 
the Hottentots have drawn from them may have occasioned. 

" The destruction of their corn, of their huts, and of their 
kraals, which they have latterly constructed with considerable 
pains, would convince them that there will hereafter be some
thing to apprehend from a wanton aggression upon their 
white neignbours, besides the loss of the cattle which they 
had obtained by theft. 

3a 
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"Stragglin~ Kafirs have occasionally approached the camp 
in the night time ; on one occasion a number of shots were 
fired in Col. Somerset's camp, and a Hott.entot of the Mounted 
Rifles was so severely wounded that he died soon afterwards." 

At 3 o'clock A. 11. on the 3d April the troops moved for
ward to their respective positions; the 1st and 3d divisions 
ascending the mountains, the 2d and 4th making a flank 
movement along the northern and southern bases of the hills. 
From an account, furnished us at the time, of the proceed
ings of the 2d division, under Col. Somerset, we make the 
following extract :-

" At first appearance of day-light ( on the morning of the 
3d April) we halted, and separated into 3 divisions, the centre 
proceeding up the gorge of the mountain with the three
pounder and howitzer, and the other two round the hills to 
the right and left. On reaching the heights we had before 
us an extensive view of deep woody ravines, but not the least 
appearance of any inhabitants. . The whole country was de
serted ; though, from the innumerable kraals and patches 
of cultivated ground, it was evident it had recently been 
thickly populat.ed. Here the right division joined us, having 
found it impracticable to proceed by the route proposed in 
consequence of the impervious character of the thicket. We 
shortly afterwards reached the missionary station of Pirrie, 
which we found totally destroyed. While here we distinctly 
heard the firing of guns in the direction of the sources of the 
Keiskamma ; we, therefore, resumed our march, proceeding 
to the extremity of the mountain range in view, and bey{)nd 
which the main sprouts of the Buffalo have their rise, being 
separated by high mountains from those which, falling to the 
west, form the Keiskamma River. From the position we had 
taken it was calculated that if the enemy should be pressed 
on the sprouts of the Keiskamma, he must descend into 
those of the Buffalo, in which case we were in a situation to 
intercept him, as well as any cattle that might pass in the 
same direction. Having proceeded some distance, we o1: 
served a strong body of the enemy assembled on the swnllllt 
of a mountain which bounded our view in that direction. On 
a nearer approach this mountain was found to present a sort 
of natural bulwark, and was joined by a small low neck. of 
forest country to another range a little in the rear, proceeding 
to the eastward, and describmg a large nook, from whence 
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issue the several springs which form the source of the Buffalo. 
From this lofty position the enemy continued . watching our 
progress, and he must from thence have had a view also of 
the whole of the country subject to. the simultaneous attack 
of the several divisions. Suspecting that the enemy might 
be concealed in the adjacent kloofs, the howiuer was moved 
to a commanding ridge, and several shots and shells were 
fired, but without effoct. In the meantime several parties 
were detached to endeavour to bring the enemy to action, but 
these only succeeded so far as to capture a few cattle. In the 
afternoon we returned to Pirrie, remained there half an hour, 
and then continued our march, in thick misty rain, to the 
camp, which we reached about 9 P. M. excessively hung7, 
and fatigued, having been on horseback nearly eighteen hours. ' 

During these operations, the 4th division, under Field
commandant Van Wyk, had been extremely active and suc
cessful: 2,400 head of cattle had been captured, and several 
Kafirs killed. A considerable force of the enemy had taken 
shelter in a kloof, and, in expectation of surrounding them, 
the 3d division, under Major Cox, was immediately ordered 
to move to the same point. In the course of these proceed
ings Van Wyk was stabbed in the hand with an assegai, and 
a farmer severely wounded in the thigh by a musket ball. In 
spite, however, of the utmost vigilance on our part, the 
enemy effected his retreat; and it being probable that he 
might retire towards the colony, Major Cox was directed to 
connect his division with that under the Field-commandant 
at a given point towards the head of the Chusie. 

During the night of the 5th April two Kafir spies entered _ 
the camp of the 1st and 2d divisions, but they were de
tected, and one df them was shot by a sentry of the Mounted 
Rifles. At day-light on the 6th the camp was broken up, 
the whole of the troops moving in one column as far as Pirrie ; 

•here the two divisions again separated, the 2d, under Col. 
Somerset, moving towards the Buffalo; the I st continuing along 
the base of the mountains, taking the direction of the Buffalo 
Poort, an opening in the mountains within seven or eight 
miles of the sources of the river. The troops bivouacked on 
its eastern bank. The mountains, which were kept close 
upon the left hand during the whole of this day's march, are 
thickly clothed with large trees, and rise to a considerable 
elevation. The country immediately at the foot of the moun-
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tains is perfectly open, and was at that time clothed with the 
most luxuriant vegetation. The huts were more numerous 
than during the first day's march, and the patches of Indian 
com and millet were more frE.quent than between the Keis
kamma and the Debe. At the distance of seven or eight 
miles towards the coast the mimosa again appears thinly 
scattered over the face of the country, but there is RO 

bush visible in that direction capable of affording shelter to 
marauders. The streamlets from the mountains are numerous, 
perfectly sweet, clear as chrystal ; and the principal bank of 
the Buffalo, on which the troops encam~d, presented a scene 
which all agreed was particularly beautiful. 

On the 7th, three hours before day-break, Col Smitlt 
moved with one company of the 72d Regt., three companies 
of the. 1st Provisional Batallion; comprising 280 men, and 
100 Swellendam burghers, by the back of the lowest ridge of 
the Buffalo mountains, with the view of intercepting any of 
the enemy or cattle which might be retiring before the 3d and 
4th divisions, then on their march higher up the mountains. 
On arriving at an elevated point he observed, on a dis
tant mountain, a large number of cattle and many Kafirs 
emerging from the busb ; and to this J?Oint he immediately 
detached the three companies of Provisionals, under the com
mand of Capt. Crause. The range of mountains on which 
the enemy was posted extends from the Buffalo Poort about 
nine miles in a north-easterly direction, and is, for the greater 
part, covered with a dense forest, broken near its edge by 
~asional green patches of pasturage, and every where in
.tercept.ed with deep ravines, presentmg in many places in
accessible precipices ; the mountain ridge being in every 
respect adapted to the peculiar warfare of the wily Kafir, and 
for the concealment of the only wealth he possesses-his 
flocks and herds. The course lay through a deep valley, at 
the bottom of which the force was divided; Captain Crause • 
and his company ascending one side of the mountain, which 
was almostinaccessable, and Captains Cowderoy and Bailie 
the other. They arrived at the summit, after hard toil, and 
.approached nigh to the entrance of the forest containing the 
booty. At this instant, on the right of an o_pening in the 
forest, a party of Kafirs appeared nearly withm shot, when 
an officer and 30 men were dil'ected to enter the bush on that 
.side, so as to intercept any cattle which the enemy might 

Digitized by Google 



GALLANT CONDUCT OP CAPT. IIURR.&Y, 133 

attempt to drive further into the thicket. In their progress 
this aetachment fell in with the enemy's parties; some 
skirmishing took place ; in which several Kafirs were killed, 
and on our side a Serjeant named Cobus fell by a shot fired 
by the enemy. The remainder of the two companies boldly 
penetrated the bush, and here, being joined by Capt. Crause, 
they drove the enemy, who were numerous, before them, and 
succeeded ultimately- in capturing and bringing out 6,000 
head of cattle, besides goats, &c. 

While these movements were executing on the enemy's 
flank, the rest of the division had moved-up the mountain 
direct towards the enemy's position, and which was found to 
be perfectly inaccessible on the side by which they had ap
proached it. Capt. Murray, of the 72d Regt., advanced 
with his company to the assault with the utmost gallantry. 
The enemy throwed down assegais and immense stones upon 
their assailants, and that with such effect as to repulse them ; 
9apt. Murray and four of his men being severely wounded in 
the assault (10). Finding this side of the rock so· perfectly 
impregnable, the troops were withdrawn and dil'ected to 
assault it in a different direction. To do this it was necessary 
to make a considerable circuit, during which a reinforcement 
of men arrived from the camp. Still the enemy defended 
the rock with great determination, frequently cheering, and 
throwing down large stones and assegais. At this moment 
the three companies of the Provisionals, with the cattle 
they had captured, approached the rock by the only 
accessible point, and finding what was going forward, im- . 
mediately attacked the enemy with spirit ; about 100 women, 
and a considerable number of men, rushed forward and 
endeavoured to escape, but many of the men were killed. 
The rest kept up a constant but ineffectual fire for some 
time ; at length their courage failed them, and they fled 

• with precipitation, leaping over the rocks and precipices in 
every direction. So difficult of access was this rock, even at 
the point where molilt accessible, that the assailants were 
obliged to pull each other up by their muskets. It was de
fended by the chief Teyolo, son of Dushanie, and nearly 
600 of his chosen warriora. Thirty-seven of the enemy were 
killed and many wounded. In the forest the enemy were 
headed by the chief Eno in person. The result of this 
spirited affair was the capture of 4,000 head of cattle and 
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goats innumerable, all of which were driven into the open 
ground on the side of the mountain, and taken possession of 
by a force stationed there to receive them. A Hottentot de
serter, named Louis Arnoldus, who bad served many years 
i.µ the Cape Regiment, was taken prisoner : he was surrounded 
in a cleft of the rock, where he had sought concealment; and 
his gun having received a disabling shot on the trigger-guard~ 
he surrendered. He was clad in a Scotch 42d plaid by way 
of kaross, and was taken to the camp to be hanged ; but 
having been in Eno's confidence, his life was spared on his 
promising to point out the enemy's exact position, and give 
such other information as might be required of him on future 
occasions. The gun which this man was provided with was 
of the largest description of elephant gun, and its loud report 
marked it to be the same as that distinguished in the affair 
on the Fish River, as before mentioned. 

During the time occupied by these proceedings the enemy 
had been actively employed in driving the great proportion of 
his flocks and herds far mto the intenor of the country ; and 
he had also made several incursions within the colony, appa
rently with the object of diverting the attention of the colonial 
force from penetrating further into the Kafir territory. Ac
cordingly small bodies of Ka&rs had shewed themselves in 
various directions, and succeeded in capturing and carrying 
off several hundred head of cattle. At Mr. Collett's, on the 
Koonap, where, during the whole of this arduous struggle 
he had maintained his ground, though repeatedly threatened 
and attacked, they succeeded in driving off his cattle and in 
killing his herdsman, a Hottentot who had distinguished 
himself by his bravery and fidelity, and who fell while de
fending his master's property against the attacks of the 
marauders. At the Kaga the enemy had attacked a party 
of farmers with great intrepidity, and had carried off upwards 
of 100 head of cattle ; and even as far within the boundary • 
as Assegai Bush river they had made their appearance, 
wounded two servants of Mr. w: R. Thompson there, and 
escaped with. 60 head of cattle. Every endeavour was made 
by Col. England, commanding the 1st line of defence, to 
check these inroads, but it was impossible, with every exer
tion, to guard effectually against these sudden attacks, or to 
capture the marauders. in a country which afforded so many 
facilities .for escape and concealment. 
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From the Kat River an excellently planned and well 
executed incursion was made into the enemy's territory by 
Capt. Armstrong, and a party of the burgher force under his 
command. Information having reached that officer that the 
enemy was in some force in the Chumie Hoek, he resolved on 
an immediate attack. Accordingly, on the 10th April he 
marched from die fort with 100 men of the Kat River 
burgher force and a small field piece. He gained the brow 
of the mountain above the Chumie Hoek before day
break of the 11 th, and as soon as day dawned, and before 
the cattle were driven out of the kraals into their hiding places 
and fastnesses adjacent, descended into the plain. The 
attack was perfectly successful ; the enemy were completely 
surprised; and the result was six of them killed, and nearly 
800 head of cattle, 30 horses, and many goats captured. 
The Kafirs made a faint demonstation to intercept his retreat, 
but a reserve of men bad been posted on a commanding 
height with the piece of cannon, a few shots from which 
effectually checked their advance. \ 

The day following this affair His Excellencl the Com
mander-in-Chief moved forward with the 1st division upon 
the Kye, by the high road over the Buffalo and Gonube 
Rivers. The 2d division had been directed the day pre
vious to march towards the coast and then turn eastward to 
the Kye; parallel with the 1st division, scouring the country 
and capturint:t all the cattle which might be met with in that 
direction. This line of march presented many formidable 
difficulbes. Towards the coast several streams which are 
inconsiderable rivulets higher up, become serious obstruc
tions, particularly to wheel-carriages and cavalry. The 
thickets are far more extensive-the kloofs much more 
impracticable, and the rivers from paltry streams accumu
late until near their mouths their passage cannot be made 
without hazard and difficulty. . 

The 1st division having, as above stated, moved from 
their camp on the Buffalo on the 11 th April, at the distance 
of about 10 mi1es entered the high road from Tzatzoe's or 
Brownlee's station, at the spot called the yellow wood trees; 
continuing along this road about 8 miles they reached the 
streamlet called the Nomegha, where they bivouacked for 
the night. Previously to their arrival at this place, the guides 
bad captured 20 oxen and 15 sheep ; some women who 
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were tending the sheep said, the colonial cattle and the 
Kafir men were on the coast. On the following day (the 
12th,) the troops halted on the Ooonah, a branch of the 
Gonube, and after resting an hour, continued their march 
past the ruins of a trader's station over the Gonube bill, to 
the distance of about 6 miles, where they halted for the 
night. During the night the Kafirs approached the camp 
so near that their conversation was overheard. · This night 
some rain fell; and on the following day, which was a day 
of rest, a thunder storm burst over the camp, and for the 
moment silenced the loquacious Hottentots, the rain con
tinuing to fall till 11 at night. 

During this day His Excellency the Governor issued an 
officialnotice detailing the various operations of the troops 
between the 28th March and that date.-Vide Appendix 
No. ll. 

In tb,e mean time the 2d division under the command of 
Colone1 Somerset had stn1ck off towards the sea coast as 
directed ; and for a succinct detail of his proceedings, we 
make the following extract from an account by an officer 
serving, and with which we have been favored :-

" Commenced our march E. by N. along the high land 
above the ravines entering the Kakoon River; halted at 7 
A.M. at a spot from whence we had a very extensive view of 
the country, and of the opposite banks of the Gonube Ri
ver. From thence we proceeded by a wagon track formed 
by the traders, who formerly traversed this part of the 
country ; descended to the Gooube River, whicli we forded 
at a very rocky drift surrounded by precipitous clifts. Ex
cept at the present pass, there appeared no place of passage 
above or below its source. The land is very high on the 
east of the Gonube, and the road was soon a continued 
series of ridges, each rising somewhat higher than the 
other, until the vallies that descend into the Onaleka River 
came in our track, and into these we descended and arrived 
on its banks. From the heights above the Onaleka River, 
extensive vallies and plains appeared to lay under us, culti
vated and containing several large kraals. There was not, 
however, any appearance of men or cattle, but some women 
were seen in the gardens and about some of the huts, and 
som• goats were browsing on the side of the hill. The 
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whole country after passing the Gonube had the appeal'&Dce 
of having been depastured by very great numbers of cat
tle, the grass being in most places entirely eaten up, and 
their track indicating that they had not long been driven off 
the land. One part of them appeared to have been driven 
towards the bush, about the Buffalo mouth, and another in 
the direction of the Kye River to the eastward. The vallies 
on both sides were patrolled, and some women questioned, 
but nothing that could be depended on could be elicited 
from them. We sent out parties continually from both 
flanks. At I o'clock we entered a rather extensive plain on 
the west side of the Onaleka River, and here we halted. 
Our horses were much fatigued from this day's journey, 
being very lon~, and without water. Some of the scouring 
parties came m and brought some goats, with intelligence 
that a body of Kafirs with cattle were in a kloof to the 
north; a party was sent out against them~ the enemy fled, 
but 70 head of cattle were captured. Towards sun-set the 
detached and flanking parties came hi, and the result of this 
day's advance was 343 head of cattle, and one Kafir killed. 
One of the enemy on horseback, armed with a gun, was 
pursued for some time, and on gaining the top of the hill 
he dismounted and deliberately fired a shot at his pursuers; 
he then re-mounted and resumed his flight,and soon distanced 
our party, whose horses were jaded by a long day's march. 

"On Sunday the 12th, a little before sunset, the party 
dispatched yesterday to act upon the Kakoon to the south 
returned, having followed the tract of the retreating enemy 
and captured above 1,500 head of cattle and 10 horses. 
The enemy shewed no spirit, but quickly abandoned their 
cattle when pressed; four of them were killed. About 10 
o'clock P. M. some Kafirs app'roached the cattle kraal, but 
they were observed and fired on by the guard, though with
out effect, as they made off; the whole of the camp was 
turned out, and remained for some time under arms. The 
next day, at about 4 o'clock,\. M. prepared to march, which 
was commenced at day-break; and after proceeding for about 
two hours, halted on the heights above the Gonube River. 
At 9 o'clock we resumed the march; and at 10 an express 
was dispatched with letters to head-quarters, which wne 
supposed to have moved to the top of the Gonube hills; a 
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great gun having been heard in that direction during the 
previous night." 

On the 14th the let division, with His Excellency the 
Governor, moved forward; and on the 15th arrived on the 
banks of the K;e, which river forms, on the western side, 
the boundary o Hii1tza'1 territory. Here His Excellency 
published the following-

GENBRAL ORDERS. 

"Head-Quarters, upon the Kye, 15th April, 1835. 
" l. Upon crossing the River Kye the troops will enter a country 

which, unless express orderi be given to that effect, is not to 
be treated as an enemy's. Commanding Officers of corps will 
therefore explain very clearly to their men respectively this . dif
ference between the country they are now entering and that which 
they have quitted; and that unless hostilities are committed first by 
the inhabitants upon them, or that they receive due orders for their 
guidance for that purpose, they are upon no account to commit an 
act of hostility, collectively or individually, upon the people or their 
property: no kraals must 1',e burned or pillaged, nor gardens, woods, 
or corn-fields meddled with, but by regular parties under officers 
appointed for the duty, to get the requisite supplies of vegetables, 
corn, &c., for the regulation of which orders will be issued through 
the Chief of the Staff. Commanding Officers of corps are held 
responsible for these orders being rigidly ·observed1 and any person 
belonging to their corps infringing them, will be tried by a court
martial and punished with the utmost rigour of military law. If it 
be judged necessary or expedient to resort to measures of hostility, 
due notice will be given of it. In this state of affairs Commanding 
Officers will, however, not fail to perceive the necessity of observing 
the most careful discipline in their marches, camps, &c. ; keeping 
their people well together, and ready for any occurrence which may 
demand their actmg with effect. 

" 2. Whenever divisions and corps are halted upon their march, 
and upan their arrival on their ground of encampment, Officers Corn
mandmg will pay the most particular attention that safeguards and 
sentries are posted upon all the gardens, and that vegetables are 
taken from them with great care-not to commit any damage or 
injury,-by regular parties under an officer: that no more are taken 
than are absolutely required for the use of their troops, and when
ever any arrangement can be made for remuneration it will be inva
riably done, Upon the return of the foraging parties, the vegetables 
will be regularly served out to the men." 

(Signed) . H. G. SMITH, Colpoel, 
Chief of the Staff. 

Digitized by Google 



THE KYB RIVli:8, 139 

On the arrival or-t.he head of the column at the drift a 
single Kafir was observed on the hill side, who signified a 
wish to hold a parley ; one of our Kafir ~uides crossed the 
river and went a few hundred yards up the hill unarmed to 
meet him; the Kafir, however, was determined not to come 
near him, until he had shewn to his satisfaction that he had 
no arms with him ; he then came down to the drift and stood 
at the water's edge, when Col. Smith and Mr. T. Shepstone, 
His Excellency's interpreter, went and spoke to him from 
the opposite side of the water. He said he was one of Bokoo's 
.Amapakati ( counsellors), and had come to ask them " what 
the name of the }'iver was?" they answered "the Neiba 
(Kye), and we are going to cro88 it." The Colonel then 
assured him that the army was ~oin~ through Hintza's coun
try with a peaceable intention, if Hmzta answered satisfac
torily the questions which were put to him in the middle of 
last month by Van Wyk; the Kafir said that Bokoo and his 
cattle were in tke bruk, and would remain there until such 
a formidable commando was out of his country. The Go
vernor told him to tell Bokoo and Hintza to come to him, 
and assured him that nothing should be done by his troops 
to injure either man or beast until Hintza himself had been to 
the camp, or should refuse to compl7 with such demands as 
the Governor would make. On arnving at Shaw's Fountain 
(about 10 miles beyond the Kye and 15 on this side Butter
worth, the place where Purcell was murdered), numbers of 
Kafirs made their appearance, who proved to be the Ama
pakati from Hintza and Bokoo. The Chief of the Staff
who was with the advanced guard, beckoned them to ap
proach. They did so, and stated that Hintza was in the 
Amava or White Kei, and Bokoo, his brother, within one 
day's journey of them. By these people a message was dis
patch1:1d to Hintza requesting him to meet the Governor, it 
beio~ his intention to move on until he granted him the 
required interview; intimating also that it would depend on 
his own will whether he should be treated as the f r1end or 
enemy of the British nation. 

The troops having halted on the eastern heights of the 
Kei, remained in camp du~ng the l~th. waiting for a reply 
to the message sent to Hmtza, This mterval afforded an 
opportunity to esamine attentively this river, in reference 
to ita capabilitiea u a defen1ive boundary again1t such an 
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enemy as the Kafir. His Excellency ·bad fully made up 
bis mind as to the unfitness of the Fish River Bush for this 
purpose. The Buffalo terminating in precipitous mountains 
and extensive forests, was equally obJection•ble; whilst 
the Kye was not only free _from these ~vaniages, _but it 
presented a natural bamer more formidable than 1s met 
with in auy other part of the country. Its forests are so 
precipitous and rugged as to be passible only at very distant 
mte"als, even for cattle, and the co~ntry on both sides 
affords no shelter for marauders ; being either quite bare 
or only producing the mimosa, and that so thinly scattered 
as to be quite useless for the purposes of C(!neealment. From 
the point at which the descent to the river commences, to 
the edge at which the opposite side terminates, is at least 
eight miles ; and the immediate banks of the river are inac
cessible precipices, varying from 100 to 300 feet in eleva
tion. From the Buffalo to the Kye there is no bush of 
sufficient extent to admit of its being used by the Kafir for 
the purpose of concealment in bis approaches to the colo
nial frontier. All these advantages could not pass unnoticed 
by so keen an observer a.s the Commander of the Forces; 

• and they led him, as we shall see in the sequel, to adopt a 
measure of great political importance. 

On the 17th, no communication having been received 
from Hintza, the troops moved forward and reached the 
Missionary Institution of Butterworth, where the Mission 
House and Chapel were found in ruins. The Ka6rs had 
knocked in all the doors and windows, and pulled down 
the bell and broke it on a stone. On the arrival of the 
troops, a great many Fingoes visited the camp, among 
whom were three chiefs, who stated their determination 
not to remain in the country after the departure of the 
colonial forces, and that they were resolved to throw off' their 
subjection to Hintza. They offered to place themselves 
and their followers to the number of 970 men at the dis
posal of the Governor. The history and condition of these 
people excited very great interest, and much information 
having been obtained at the time, and since, on these points, 
we now place a brief outline of it upon record for the in- . 
formation of the reader. Their apJ:>earance, when equipped 
in their war dresses, is thus described by an officer present:__; 

"I witnessed this evening·a beautiful ecene: at a drift we 
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met 47 .fingoes in their complete war equipments, with 
ornamented head dresses, shields, bu11dles of ase-egais, &c., 
singing in chorus a war song, the most harmonious thing I 
ever heard. When they came though the drift they held 
their shields over their heads, so as to cover and protect the 
whole person from any thing thrown down upon them while 
crossing it. They first quivered an assegai in their right hand; 
then collected in a dense mass ; formed in a line two deep ; 
then into three divisions; collected again; danced ; whistled, 
from a faint soft strain, until it ended in a roar ; shook their 
shields and assegais in such a manner that at first it seemed 
like the wind rustling a few leaves, until it rose to the deaf
ening noise of a storm raging amidst the dense foliage of a 
large forest. 1' 

From information since derived respecting the history of 
thie people, it appears that the term "Fingo" is not their 
nationaf appellation, but a reproachful epithet, denoting 
extreme poverty and misery,-a person having no claim to 
justice, mercy, or even to life; hence the British trader 
Eccles, who resided in the tribe of Hintza at the time of the 
irruption, having endured the greatest possible suffering, 
being repeatedly threatened with death, and that nearly 
caused by excessive fatigue and hunger, was at length sub
jected to the degradation of being treated as a Fingo, being 
compelled to stand at the door of the calf-kraal, with no 
other clothing than a shirt, to tum out the calves at the call 
of the Ka.fir boys, while they were milking the cows just 
brought from the colony-and known to be from the colony 
by th~ brand-mark. This man, while thus employed, was 
called by the people of the place the " white Fingo ;" so that 
while the poor trader was thus degraded, he was subject to 
the mortification of hearing the people call to passengers, 
saying, "See our white Fingo !" 

They are the remnants of eight powerful nations, which 
have been destroyed or driven out of their country by the 
destructive wars carried on amongst the natives of the inte
rior. Five of these nations were destroyed by the cruel 
Matiwana, • and the rest by the notorio .. Zoo la chief Chaka, 
or some of the tribes tributary to him. The names of these 
nations were-

• Vide Introductory Remarks, pp. 52-2'7, . 
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1st. The .AmaAlubi, signityin!t in the native dialect, a 
people who tear or pull off. 

2d. The .Amazizi, or people who bring. These people 
are the remains of~ very_powerful nation which, thirteen or 
fourteen years ago, 10hab1ted the country on the N. E. of 
Natal. 

3d. The .Amabele, or people of mercy. 

4th. The Amayabizembi, or axe-benders. 

6th. The .AbasekuMM, or right-hand people. 

6th. The Amantozakwe, or people whose things are their 
own. 

7th. The Amarelidwani. There appears to be no de-
finite meaning for this appellation. • 

8th. The Abashwawo, or people that revile or reproach. 

These nations being brt:>ken up and dispersed in the sur
rounding country, many of the people who escaped fled from 
time to time to the westward, and thu'I came into collision 
with the Amakosa Kafirs, but principally with the tribes of 
the late Hintza. Here they were received by that chief and 
his people as entirely dependant on their mercy and gene
rosity ; and they were suffered to exist on the tenure of the 
most abject slavery. Their general employments were herd
ing cattle, hewing wood. and drawing- water. They were 
also compelled to cultivate the ground for their cruel task
masters. But this did not satisfy them, for when, by extra
ordinary exertion, they had obtained, by the sale of any 
little surplus produce beyond that re.quired for their own 
use, a few head of cattle, they were either forcibly taken 
from them;'or they were charged with the crime of witch
craft, their bodies put to the torture, and their little property 
confiscated. From their poverty and utter friendleBBneBB, 
they were also made very frequently the victims of the cruel 
superstitions of the land. Thus, when sickness prevailed,
at a time of universal drought,-when wolves or other beasts 
of prey visited the llraals,-and even when the gardens and 
fielas of their masters were plundered by baboons and mon
keys,-they were charged with causing the evil by some 
occult skill which, it was pretended, they believed them to 
possess ; and they were ultimately tortured, and sometimes 

• 
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murdered, by their tormenton.• ln short, their lives and 
property were held on the same precarious tenure-the mere 
will of their capricious, cruel, and avaricious task-masters. 
Even their children were forcibly taken from them, espe• 
cially females, who were often forced from their parents at a 
very tender age for. the most odious purpose.t 

This state of bondage had at last become utterly intolera
ble, and its victims bad been long lookir,g, and that w:tb 
the greatest interest, for an opportunity to throw off the 
yoke. Their attention had been anxiously turned towards 
the colony, and communications had actually been made to 
the frontier ai:.thorities long before the irruption,. urgently 
praying for an asylum within our boundary. This applica
tion had been kept a profound secret by those to whom it 
was made, from a full conviction that were their intention 
kncwn to the Kafirs, their indiscriminate massacre would be 
the immediate and inevitable consequence. Such beihg the 
situation of these poor people, we may well imagine their 
feelings of exultation when by the arrivel of His Excellency 
the Governor and the British force in Hintza's territories, an 
opportunity was afforded them of regaining their liberty, and 
of throwing themselves on the humanity of the British nation. 

,. But here we must quit this part of our narration, in order 
to revert to the proeeedings of the 2d division un<ler Colonel 
Somerset, which we left on the 13th April, on the heights 
above the Gonube River:-Descending from this high ridge, the 
troops forming this division halted on a small stream called the 
Kassarve, where a camp was formed, and where from the tired 
state of their horses, they remained the whole ofthe next day. 

"On the 15th," says a journal of proceedings before us. 
"The Colonel with 250 men left the camp at half-past 4 
A.H. and marched towards the kloofs of the Buffalo. From 
this patrole, in a most difficult country, he did not return 
till about 9 o'clock at night. There had been much rain 

• When the British trader Purcell was murdered, near Hintza's residence, 
that chief, to appease the colonial government, subsequently caused a Fingo 
to be slain, charging him with the crime; although there is every reason to 
believe him to have been entirely innocent. 

t For the above particvlars we are indebted to the Rev. J. Aylifr, who 
resided for ftve years as a miHionary in Hintaa'e country. See also Rev. 
S. Kay'• " Kafrrarian Researches," page 286. 
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and wind during the afternoon, and part of the force was 
left behind on the road, the horses having knocked up. 
The gun was overturned and trail broken; it, however, came 
up afterwards with troops under Capt. Ross. The detach
ment of burgher force was ordered to act on the mouth of 
the Buffalo River along the coast. The day following se
veral horses that were quite worn out and unable to move 
were shot. 

"At sun rise on the 17th, the wagons commenced moving 
off the ground, and the troops soon afterwards ; proceeding 
N. by W. along the ridge. At 9 o'clock we came to a 
beautiful valley formed by the tops of kloofs opening into the 
Gonube. During this part of our march several Katirs were 
observed on the height to our left at the top of a large valley 
that falls into the Gua Koona. A party was dispatched in 
pursuit, but they availed themselves of the rugged and preci
pitous descent in their rear, and effected a safe retreat into the 
kloof. Resuming the march, we soon came into the main 
Kafirland trading road, originally formed by the passage of 
the troops in the Fetcani command.. Along this road we pro
ceeded eastward, crossed the Gonube, and commenced to . 
ascend the opposite bank. This is very steep and long, 
but it was effected with great cheerfulness, the summit 
being gained about half-past one. From this point our route 
lay over an extensive plain country, enriched by gentle de
clivities that are formed by the tops of valleys that all trend 
northward and southward, and which serve as channels to 
convey the water which falls into them in rains and storms, 
into the immense kloofs that open into the channel of the 
Kei River. The division soon afterwards halted on the site 
of an old Kafir kraal; verdure had, however, again covered 
the ground, and it was only the altered appearance of the 
grass, and here and there a corn slate and flat stone, for- · 
merly used for grinding corn, that pointed out the place. 
Time, the universal leveller, had completed his work of re
novatitm ; the hut, as well as the palace and the temple, falls 
before his sweeping scythe, and its site resumes its native 
clothing! At day dawn on the 18th, the wagons commenced 
to move from the ground, and we immediately followed, 
proceeding along the road until we came to the Komka. 
The traders huts on this station had shared the fate of those 
in other parts, and were a heap of ruins. At 10 A.M. we 
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halted, it not being possible to effect the passage of the Kei 
this eveniog, and as after lea.Ting this atatiou, there was DO 
other which afforded a sufficiency of water for our con11ump
tion. Here we expected to remain one day, but an ex
preu from the Governor at 10 P.x. altered the arrangemmt, 
and we were ordered to move the next morning. 

"Early the next day the wagons moved oft', and at half-past 
10 we halted on a place called "Simpson's Hollow,'' a very 
pleasant and rich valley, formed by one of the Kye ravines. 
Here were many Kafir gardens. At this spot a general order, 
dated 16th inst., was promulgated, to the effect that on 
crossing the Kye we should enter the territories of a friendly 
Kafir chief, and that no hostile act was to be committed 
against any Kafir. No but was to be destroyed,--no garden 
ent.ered,-uo fence broken down. A division order was is
sued, commanding these instructions to be rigidly obeyed, 
under pain of punishment on the spot. We upsaddled at 
aoon, and contmued our descent, which soon became very 
steep, with occasional interruptions of level, along small ridges 
of thickly-wooded country. At half-past one we crossed the 
river. The drift is long, and over small ro~ stones, well 
meritmg a designation I heard given to it of " Lap-stone 
drift." We ascended the first steep ascent, and baited on a 
ftat woody ridge on the side of a deep ravine. Here we off-
11addled until the wagons had come some distance up the 
height. From this place we observed three droves of cattle, 
very numerous, ascending out of the ravines of the Kye, on 
the west side, and they continued to issue from them as long 
as the top• of the kloofs were visible to the eye. They had 
been secreted in these places by the cunning enemy until we 
bad effected our-passage, when they were driven out to graze 
on the heights even in our sight; he well knowing that even if 
we were to send out a party to capture them, he could observe 
our movements, and drive them mto other places before we 
could reach the spot they then occupied, for, so difficult was the 
country, that with fresh horses I think it would have required 
twelve hours to come up with them. At 4 o'clock -we surmounted 
the highest ridge, and began to descend the country to the 
.east of the Kye. At 6 we came to the place recently occu
pied by the trader Neate, but not a vestige of his house, 
garden, or even buab that sheltered the dwelling remained. 

3 T 

Digitized by Google 



146 PRIVATIONS OIC THE MARCH, 

We tbrmed our camp for the night about a mile below 
the station near which the head-quarter division had halted 
on its march. At half-past tliree we spin marched. 
The morning was excessively cold with drivmg showers of 
rain. The wind occasionally very strong and impregnated 
with moisture. We halted at 7 o'clock on a large wood
less, shrubless, and comfortless expanse of country : the cold 
had penetrated every part of us, and the fire obtained was 
so scanty as to be barely sufficient Jo boil our kettle, 
. and make us feel the absence of that renovatin~ element more 
severely. We gladly upsaddled at half-past eight> at which 
time very few wagons bad reached us,and but few of the burgher 
force,-which at all times irregular in its movements, was now 
particularly so. The Dutch 1'armers cannot stand cold, but 
yield to .it, and become from its effects inactive and spiritless. 
The inclemency of the weather had in fact completely broken 
us up, and om: march towar~s ~earl-quarters rese~bled more 
the state of fatigued (and this mdeed we were) disheartened 
and defeated troops, than that of a conquering division. At 
10 we arrived at the missionary station of Butterworth, the 
head-quarters of the 1 st division. The place was unoccupied, 
but nothing burnt. Our camp was formed on a height to 
the east of head-quarters, exposed to the cold, and very 
high wind coming from the N. W.,-small comfort for dis
pirited and starvmg troops, after a fortnight's fatigue and 
labour to punish the invaders of our country! We have cer
tainly not been so successful as we anticipated, but that was 
not our faults. We were constant in following a flying Kafir 
enemy,--driving them from place to place,-and their means 
of evading pursuit is well known, whilst the quickness of 
their movements far exceed that of our troops, on whose 
actions they keep a constant watch, conveying intelli
gence of every movement with the greatest celerity along 
the whole line of country, while the kloofs and jungle become 
hiding places both for themselves and their flocks, of which 
not a vestige is left to their pursuers. _ 

"Fridav 2lst.-All the forces marched out about a quarter 
of a mile in front of the camp, to be inspected by the General. 
We were cold and spi1-itless ; rumours of. various kinds had 
been afloat in the camp during yesterday afternoon, to the 
effect that we were censured,-not J>raised,-for what we had 
done,--and we felt it severely. This afternoon a general 
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order was promulgated, in which the manner of the approach 
of the 2d division to head-quarters yesterday was censured. ' 
This is rather more than we expected. Though our success 
has not equalled our own expectations, yet we have not been 
en~ly unsuccesi.ful. In the course of the last ten dayi we 
have deft-ated various parties of the enemy ,-scoured the 
country to the sea,-killed 29 of the enemy, and took 2,255 
oxen,-above 100 of them out of thts sea itself, and 10 
horses. · It must also be taken into account the peculiar diffi
culties of the country along the coast, where every ravine 
and rivulet is of such magnitude as to present a most formi
dable obstacle to the progress of troops, and mo1r particu
larly of cavalry, encumbered with wagons :-wnen these 
difficulties are duly weighed, in connection with the state of 
the weather, it will be seen that we had obstacles to contend 
with of no ordinary character." · 

We cannot withhold our sympathy from the gallant com
mande1· of this division, and the brave men 'fith him, at 
this result of their active exertions. His Excellency the Go
vernor had been accustomed to witness the movements of 
perhaps the best disciplined army in the world, viz. the 
British army in the Penmsula of Spain, added to which, his 
own habits are peculiarly systematic and regular. Hence 
hut small allowance was made for the difficulties of the coun-

. try,-the unusual severity of the weather,~-or for the cha
racter of a great proportion of the force composing this 
division. The African farmer can endure fatigue and hunger ; 
but his limbs become inert by excessive cold, and whep sunk 
into this state, it requires a ve~ strong effort to rouse him to 
bis wonted exertion. The weatner during. the march of this 
division bad been peculiarly severe, and the men, especially 
the irregular. troops, were so exhausted by fatigue ;µid ex
posure,-their horses being knocked up · aild useless,-that 
~ey at length sought refuge in the wagons, in spite of. ~l 
reinoqstrance and entreaty to the contrary. Befor,e tru! dm
sion was known in the colony to have crossed the Jye~ the 
Field-cornet Lombard, a Diost intelligent man; on his return 
from, the camp in command of a party of farmers, charged ,with 
the care of 2,000 cattle which had been· captured on the march 
forward, described.the s~fferings of thee farmers from. iricleJliency 
of the,weather, as ·patticularly severe. Much ram and sno~ 
had fallen; tbe country between the Kye·and the·. Buffalo 1s 
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elevated and open, and at night the only means of gqarding. 
the cattle was to eocirele them by a chain of seritinels. 
Watched by a; vigilant enemy they dared not quit their cbarg~ 
and thus whik m this part of the country, they were often 
compelled to stand the whole night exposed to piercing blfdrts 
from the adjacent mountains, and tG driving storms of rain 
and sleet. He added that it was matt.r of surprise that 
many of the farmers had not perished by this severe weather. 
This fact, coupled with the difficult nature of the couatry, 
will account for the irregular mareh of this division on reach
ieg the camp at Butterworth as above described. 

A few days before the period to which we have now 
brought otir narration, Major Cox and the Field-commandant 
Van Wyk, whose divisions were le~ in position on the 
Debe, had made several successful attacks upon the enemy 
in the Amatoli mountains. Strong parties had been out 
incessantly patroll\ng that difficult country, by whom many 
o_f the enemy had been slain and cattle captured. By this 
guerrilla ~ind of ~arfare, the enemy was greatly harrasse~, 
and kept m a contmual state of motion and alarm. On the 
the 17tn April an extensive movement was made in hopes of 
sun·ounding the confederate chiefs, several. of whom were 
knowµ to be. in that neighbourhood. Accordingly Major CdX 
marched on ihe afternoon of that day with die whole of his 
disposable force. At dusk a halt was made at the foot of the 
mountains enclosing the Buffalo Poorts, and at Diidoiglit the 
whole moved forward amongst tlie precipitous and woody 
iQ.vines which distinguish that tract of country. At day
light on the '18th· several kraals were surprised, arid the result 
vr~s_ th~ capture of 2,000 head of cattl~, n~mbers of goats, 
at,:d . with a loss to the enemy of six killed and several 
-itonnded. · Still the etierily continued to elude, to a great de
gree, the utmost vigilatice of the British troops, whose move
tiients were narrowf y watched from the mountainous region 
#here they had sought shelter, and whose attacks were 
avpided .whenever they presented themselves' in any consider-
a&le force (12). . 

· DuriQg the period of these operation&., Hie• BxcelleliCy the 
Gevemor remained encamped nealr B1ttt:erwonh, . Waiting_ ioP 
a reply to. the m~age he h~d dispatched, to Hmtm. Hete 
se_veral c~efs .wutdd upon h~, butafi they were not e~ 
with any particular meeiage, 1t appeared most probable'tlaati 
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their aim in viMiag the camp was to ucertain by persenai& 
intpection- the aumber and condition of the British. force. 
Socha, a pa{u,ti, Umguelo, a nephew of Hintza's, and 
Kubu, a chief, were amongst the visitors. Tbe former pre
sented a bullock to the Governor in token of friendship, 
:~romised to communicate with Hintza. Two days after-

s he stated, that his• m:essenger had returned with di
rections to assemble the whole of the council, and with an 
intimation thu Hintza himself waa coming. This turned out, 
hcntever, to be fiLl.se. Hiatza never made :his appearance, 
and it, has since ~ned that the Kafirs employed 
this interval in driving the stolen cattle farther into the in
terior, and out of the reach of the British force. 

But though pacific, His Excellency was not inactive. 
Knowing the imminent danger of the missionaries and traders 
in the Tambookie country, Capt. Warden with a small force 
of 50 Mounted fi:i~e~en and a party of. Fingo~s a~ guideg, 
and to act as auxiliaries, were dispatched to their rehef, and 
under whose escort they subsequently, to the number of 100 
:British subjects, reached the camp in safety. The entreaties 
of· the Fingoes to be recogniied as British subjects had also 
been carefully considered, and a favorable answer tetumed 
to them, with an intimation that the " ceded" territory 
~uld be allotted for their future residence. 

Matte~ were in this state when on the 21st April, a 
FY of 30 men were . sent with despatches to the colbny 
1n ~barge_ bf a Briti~h settler named_ A~s~, thee 
servmg wtth the colomal force as Ensign m the Beaufort 
levy. This person very: imp~dently lo_itered behind his 
party on the toad, wliich ~eing petce1ved by some of .. 
~intza;s _ Kaflrs,. they war-laid ~d barbarously murdeted ~ 
mm. lnforltlation of this atrocious and cruel deed was 
speedily conveyed to the camp, from whence a party of 1t1en 
~s dispatched in quest «;>f the b?dy ~ and wli~ch was found 
l~ng _by the road side, pierced wttti five assegai wounds, two-
of whtch were tbtough the heart . 

. His-Excellency the Governor finding that all his overtures 
were not only treated with studied neglect, but that hostili
ti8!!1 :~ ~us M:tuaUy been commenced by Hinua.'s people, 
called Wore him on the 24th April, a counsellor and captain 

Digitized by Google 



}50 DECLARA.'flON OF WAR WITH HINTZ.A, 

of Hintza's, named Kubu, (or Coubu) to whom h~ carefully 
recapitulated the causes of quarrel, and which had been 
reduced to writing, in order that no pos11ible D;)isa.:pprehension 
might occur hereafter on a matter of so much llllportance. 
These causes were stated in the following tel'D18 : 

lst.-For the causes already set forth by the Commandant Van 
Wyk,♦ no satisfaction thereon having been given .• 

2d.-Because in the month of July laat, a subject of his Britannic 
Majesty, (William Purcell) living within the territory of the chief 
Hintza, (indeed not far from the chiefs resi~ce at the time) under 
the chief's sanction and permission to trade with his people, and 
under the security of his good faith-was deliberately murdered at 
his own door by a Kafir of the tribe of Hintza, or by a Fingoe ser
vant suborned by one of his tribe, for which no atonement has yet 
been made ; and although this atrocious and unwarrantable act was 
then duly made known to Hintza, no effectual steps have ever been 
taken for the punishment of the murderer, and for giving satisfac
tion for the matter to His Ma)esty the King of England for this 
unprovoked murder of one of HIS subjects. · 

3d.-For the recent murder of Armstrong, a British subject, by 
which also Hintza's people broke the conditions of my truce, and 
commenced hostilities. 

4th.-For the violence, rapine, and ill-treatment practised agaimt 
the British mi1Sionariea at Butterworth, living tliere by Hinba'a 
sanction, which had forced them to fly to the Tambook.ie tribe of 
Vossanie, to save their livea. · · 

5th.-For the violence, rapine, and outrages committed aJso upon 
the British traders, who had thereby been alike forced to fly to the 
same tribe for refuge. 

It was further stated by His Excellency, that for the rea
sons above set forth, he should forthwith commence hostili
ties upon Hintza, aud seize and carry off all the cattle he 
could find ; at the same time announcing that the Fingoes 
had been taken under his especial protection, and had be
come the allies and subjects of the King of England, and 
that any violence committed upon them by the people of 
Hintza, should meet with severe retaliation. 

Having stated all this distinctly to Kubu, through the 

• These causea were his coalition with the hostile chiefs, and his beillr 
the actual receinr of a large share of the cattle plllDdered from the caloeJ. 
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medium of an interpreter, and he declaring that he under
stood it perfectly, and would duly communicate it imme
diately to Hintza,-His Excellency formally declared war, 
--dismissed the chief,-and instantly issued orders to com
mence hostilities. This circumstance was announced by the 
discharge of a field-piece ; and the war-song of the Fingoes 
declared their readiness to co-operate with their protectors in 
chastising their late oppressors. At 10 o'clock the tents 
were struck, and two hours afterwards Colonel Smith, with 
a detachment of 300 cavalry, was in full pursuit of the 
enemy, towards the Karregha mountain. Before sun-set he 
was in possession of 14,000 head of cattle in the most beau
tiful condition. Twenty Kafirs were killed and several 
wounded; the uncle of the chief Maguay was taken pri
soner by Lieut. Balfour, with a small party of the Mounted 
Rifles. The judicious and dexterous manner in which this 
capture was effected, excited universal admiration. Early on 
the following morning the pursuit was resumed, and after 
crossing the Karregha, a few more Kafirs were shot, and 
1,200 bead of cattle captured. 

The cattle were immediately sent to the vicinity of Butter
worth, where Col. Somerset remained with the 2d division 
after the removal of the head-quarters. During these opera
tions the head-quarters had moved to the lzolo, a small 
stream about 20 miles to the N. W. of Butterworth. 

At 5 o'clock on the momingof the 26th, Col. Smith again 
started in pursuit of the enemy, with about 60 mounted men 
of the Cape Corps and Burgher force, and two companies of the 
72d Higlilanders, three do. of the 1st Provisional Battalion, and 
about 300 Fingoes. After crossing the Tsomo, at a point 
nearly N. W. from the Camp, which bad moved to the lzolo, 
and distant from it about 10 miles, he proceeded with 
the cavalry in the direction of the Gongolobo, a small rivulet 
on which Hintza had a kraal, and at which he was said to be 
then residing. The troops pushed forward with great rapidity, 
in the expectation of talting Hintza by surprise ; but on their 
arrival they found the kraal deserted, though it bore evident 
marks of having been very recently abandoned. The troops 
then turned i.p the direction of a high mountain range which 
divides the Tsomo from the Kye, on which .Jierds of cattle 
had been previously observed. • 
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The i.nfaatry uod~ the command of Capt. Murray, of t.bie 
72d Highlanders, were directed on c~ing the Tsomo, to 
follow its course, in order to intercept the eneiny should he 
attempt to shelter himself from the caval,y in its precipit.ous 
and rocky.)iJ&J)ks. 

The cavalry came up with the enemy at the head of a deep 
ra-rine which descends into the Kye, called the Accalomba. 
Two prisoners were taken, and 1,200 head of cattle fell into 
their hands. They then, after movjng for about two hours 
ifter dark with the captured cattle towards that part of the 

· Tsomo on which the infantry had bivouacked, halted for the 
night, and proceeded to head-quarters on the following 
morning. Col. Smith had reached the infantry bivouacl: 
on the Tsomo, by 7 o'clock the same morning, and putting , 
the troops immediately into motion, reached the Kye at a 
point, where his prisoners informed him, a considerable num-
ber of eattle was collected, about two hours before sun-set. 
The heat of the weather was excessive, but the tropps, never
theless, crossed the high mountain which separates toe Taomo 
from the Kye, descended the rocky cours~ of the Accalomba, 
and ascended the stony bed of the river for several miles, 
halting only for about 20 minutes, though the distance 
mal'ched was at least 25 miles. About 3,000 head of cattle, 
of which about 1,200 were colonial, fell into our hands; some 
horses were also captured, two of which died from fatigue 
immediately after coming into our po1&ession. 

The troops bivotJ.acked on the Kye, and on the following 
morning com.Dlenced their march towards the Camp, which 
still remained 011 the Isolo, and arrived there on the following 
day, (the 29th) at 4 o'clock. 

The steady determination displayed by the troops through
out this most trying expedition, can be fully appreciated only 
by those who have traversed the region of stone and pre
cipice which separate$ the Tsomo from the Kye; and the 
performance of the service performed by Col. Smith and the 
troops under his command will be fully comprehended only 
by an attentive consideration of the effed produced by thus 
VJgorously pursuing an enemy who deemed his mountains 
inaccessible to British soldiel'fl, almost before the shot which 
announced hostilities had ceased.to reverberate amongst them. 

The rapidit/with.which these movements were executed, 
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and the int1epidity ,tlisplayed by the British troops, •appear 
to have excited in the mind of Hintza the utmost surprise 
and consternation. Some of the cattle captured belonged to 
the chief himself; whilst so unexpected was the attack, that 
his principal wife, the mother to the heir apparent to his 

. authority, with difficulty effected her escape, leaving some of 
her most valuable personal ornaments behind her ;-a fact 
sufficient to shew that, in the opinion of the enemy, the 
rugged and impervious defiles in which he had taken refuge 
were inaccessible to the Briti8h force. Under this impression 
the conciliatoi:r messages which had been sent to tlie chief 
were utterly disregarded, while the forbearance manifested 
for the long period of nine days, when waiting for a reply to 
those communications, had been construed into inability on 
our part to visit him with that punishment which bad been 
threatened in the event• of bis continued contumacy. This 
delusion was, however, now completelv dispelled; for no 
sooner had. Col. Smith returned from h[s successful attack, 
than four messengers from him arrived at head-quarters with 
proposals. These overtures were, however, unhesitat
ingly rejected, and the bearers of them dismissed with an 
intimation that none would be treated with but Hintza himself, 
who was, however, assured of safe conduct should he be 
disposed to wait u19n the Governor as proposed. 

What had been refused to clemency was extorted by ap
prehension, and accordingly the ungrateful Hintza, who had 
refused an audience to our messenger ,-who had disdained 
to appear personally at the head-quarters of the British army, 
or even to send there an accredited agent,-entered the camp 
as a bumble supplicant for peace, within a few hours after 
Colonel Smith had returned there to dispose of the captured 
cattle. He was attended by a retinue of fifty followers, and 
was received with a courtesy which he little merited by the 
Commander-in-Chief; it being, however, understood that he 
came prepared to transact business, His Excellency immedi
ately entered into an explanatiou. of the ~ounds of his dis
satisfaction, and of the natUl'e of the reqmred reparation. 

That no point might admit of misapprehension, all which 
the Governor desired to communicate had been reduced to 
~riting, and was read to Hintza by His Excellency hitnself, 
m presence of his staff, and translated to the thief~ sentence 
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by sentence, ,eriatim, into the Kafir tongue by the Kafir 
int;erpreter, Mr. ~hepstone; at the co!lclusion of which the 
chief expressed his perfect understandmg of the whole. The 
following were the conditions proposed :-

lst.-1 demand from the Chief Hintza the restoration of 50,000 
head of cattle, and of 1,000 horses, to be approved of by Commis
sioners whom I shall appoint to receive and examine them, 25,000 · 
head of cattle and 500 horses immediately, as hostilities will con
tinue till they are delivered, and 25,000 head of cattle and fit() 
horses in one year from this day. 

2d.-I demand that Hintsa, as the acknowledged Chier of 
Western Kafirland, shall lay kis imperati1'e command.,, and cause 
them to be obeyed, upon the chiefs of the tribes, Tyali, Macomo, 
Eno, Bothma, Dushani, T'Slambte, U mhala, and their dependants, 
instantly to cease hostilities, and send in, and give up to me, or to 
one of the: divisions of my forces, all the fire-arms which they may 
passees. ·,.· .. 

3d.-I demand that the murderer of William Purcell, (or if a 
Fingo servant actmg under subornation, the subomer to the deed,) 
be immediately brought to the condign punishment of death by the 
Kafir a-athorities, and in presence of Commiss1oners, whom I shall 
appoint to witness the execution, and to whom the chief Hintza will 
cause lo be delivered 300 head of good cattle, (to be approved of 
by the sam Commissioners,) for the benefit ef ihe widow and family 
of the murdered man. 

4.-1 demand, that the same atonemerit be made for the murder 
ef Armsuoog~ as that demanded for the murder of Purcell. 

5.-1 demand that for the due and full execution of the above 
~ditions, the chief Hintza shall deliver into my hands here, on the 
spot, and immediately, two hoatages, to be cflosen hy me from 
among the chief persons about him. 

All this well and duly complied with, I will cause hostilities to 
cease as soon as 25,000 head of cattle and 500 horses shall have 
been delivered to the Commissioners, and enter into a treaty of peace 
between tbe Colony and Hintza. 

(Signed) B. U'RBAN, 
Governor of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 

Commander-in-Chief. • 
Done in my Camp on the Isolo, 29th April, 1835."• 

• The reader \111111ind this important document at length on reference to 
the introductory Wnarq, pp. 121-128. 
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The following day (30th April) the chief again waited upon 
His Excellency, and formally expressed bis acceptance of the 
conditions proposed, and bis conclusion of peace accordingly. 

By these conditions hostilities were to continue until the 
first mstalment of the cattle demanded should be paid. The 
temporising and unprincipled conduct of Hintza strongly 
painted out the necessity of this peremptory condition, but still 
1t was desirable to cease hostilities if a sufficient plea could be 
found for so doing. This was furnished by Hintzo. himself, 
who offered to remain in the British camp aa a hostage until 
the conditions imp<>sed should be fulfilled, and the required num
ber of cattle dehvered,-a proposal which was acceded to with 
great readiness and cheerfulness by His Excellency, and the 
discharge of a piece of artillery announced to the British 
camp the termination of hostilities with the Kafirs to, the 
eastward of the Kye. (14.) 

Matters having been so far arranged to the satisfaction of 
His Excellency the Governor, the Chief and his attendants 
were treated with a degree of regard and attention to which 
both their previous and their subsequent conduct shew they 
were undeserving. The Chief had sent for bis son Kreili and 
his brother Bookoo, and they were now with him,-nohe of 
them under any sort of control. Hintza was the constant 
guest of Col. Smith, the Chief of the Staff, for whom he ex 
pressed the warmest regard ; whilst the Governor presented 
him with so many presents• that it was remarked at the time 
by the Kafirs and Fingoes who witnessed the munificence 
displayed on the occasion, that " the white people were buy-
ing the cattle from Hintza." . 

Orders were also given for the immediate evacuation of 
Hintza's territory. Accordingly on the 2d May the head
quarter division brok~ ~p its c~mp, m~ving ~~wards the Kye. 
Colonel Somerset's dms1on bemg left m position on a sprout 
of the Gona, with orders to remain until the Fingoes had 
abandoned their kraals, when it was to follow as the rear
guard on the line of march. No sooner, however, was the 
departure of His Excellency the Governor known, than 
Hintza's and Bookoo's people commenced a general massacre 

• A etatement publiehed at the time states -" Hintza Jils received u pre
sents from the Govemor 10 new .addles and bridles, 12 W,.des, 2 bags of 
beads, and other articles." 
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of all the Fingoes around them. Several families, to the 
amount of 30 individuals, were slaughtered in cold blood 
close to Col. Somerset's camp; and had it not been for the 
immediate interference of that officer, and the presence of 
the troops, the whole of those who had not reached the 
shelter of the British camp would have been sacrijiced. 

An account of this proceeding on the part of Hintza's 
people, in express contravention of the treaty just made with 
him, was immediately forwarded to the Govemor by ex
press, and perhaps nothing could have so keenly aroused his 
mdignation as the contents of this despatch. The very feel
ings which had actuated Sir Benjamin in deciding upon the 
important step of rescuing, at their earnest entreaties, this 
degraded people from their cruel state of bondage, were out
raged by this wanton massacre. Throughout this trying war 
benevolence had been the peculiar trait in all His Excellency's 
measures, and hence the duplicity of Hintza, which was now 
conspicuous, his utter faithlessness, and the ferocity of the Kafir 
character, appeared to bm·st upon him with res1stless effect. 
Hintza and Bookoo were immediately summoned to his pre
sence, and the purport of the express communicated to them. 
The answer of the chief was characteristic-" Well," said he, 
"and what then, are they not my dogs?'' The scene which 
ensued is thus described by an eye-witness : " This was 
beyond all bearance. His Excellency gav~ immediate orders 
that Hintza, Kreili, and Bookoo, and all the people with 
them, amounting to about 150, should be guarded ; and told 
them that he should keep them as hostages for the safety of 
the Fingoes. He desired them instantly to diseatch messen
gers to stop th.e .carnage ; and said that if this mfamous pro
ceeding ot their people continued after three hours had 
elapsed, he would shoot two of their suite for every Fingoe 
that was killed ; adding, that if he found any subterfuge in 
the roessa~e they sent-as he had cliscovered to be the case 
in some of their former messages--he would hang Hintza, 
Kreili, and Bookoo themselves to the tree under which they 
were sitting. 

"The Chiefs saw they were in jeopardy, and in less than 
ten minutes their most astute messengers were seen scamP,erh
ing off at full speed in different directions, with orders w~•~ 
were evidentlf given this time without subterfuge; for within 
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the limited period, it was officially announced by Colonel 
Somerset that the Kafirs had ceased to attack the Fingoes. 

"His Excellency, however, well aware of the sort of peo
ple he had to deal with, deemed it unsafe to release them till 
he had got the Fingoes fairly across the Kye, and it was on 
getting the1·e that he decided on keeping Kreili and Bookoo 
as hostages for the fulfilment of the treaty in regard to the 
cattle, as Hintza evaded giving the two Counsellors asked for 
as Hostages, and wanted to substitute two common men in 
their stead." 

Much of the bitterness of feeling displayed by the Kafirs 
towards the Fingoes was doubtless caused by the active part 
which that people had taken against their old task-masters. 
They had joined the British forces with alacrity, and had 
shewn an uncommon zeal in seizing and driving off' all the 
cattle they could lay their hands on. These and other cir
cumstances of an irritating character which occurred at the 
same time, were well calculated to inspire the most intense 
desire for revenge in the breast of a barbarous people, amongst 
whom mercy and forgiveness had never been included in 
their catalogue of virtues. This is well explained in an ac
count given by an officer present, and which was published 
at the time. It is dated May 5th, and contains the following 
passage:-" The Fingoes and their families have begun to 
break-up from their kraals, and to move towards the Kye ; 
and it is now said that we shall certainly commence our 
march for the colony to-morrow by day-light. We have a 
great charge, and our march will be in consequence slow, 
yet fatiguing. How the poor Fingoes, with their flocks, 
wives, and children, will accomplish it, i'I painful to think of. 
To see them pass with their cattle, their wives loaded with 
their little property,-mats, bags of corn, cooking utensils, 
together with their children; their pack-oxen loaded with 
skins, &c;, puts one in mind of the desertion of a country by 
a people flying from the rage of an invadin~ enemy,-and 
so it is with ther;e poor creatures. Their staymg and throw
ing themselves upon the protection of the British,-their ill
judged manifestation of joy, and gestures of contempt in 
which they indulged themselves when they saw their old 
oppressor, Hintza, compelled to appear before their new 
protectors, have made the Kafir their cruel and relentless 
foer;. Scarce a day or night has passed since hut they have 
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been flying to our camp, bringing the intelJigence that some 
of their kraals have been attacked by their oppressors, their 
people murdered, and their cattle taken off'. Last night one 
Red from a kraal not above two miles from our encampment, 
stating that the people were attacked ; a P&r!Y was sent out, 
and we learned on their return that the Fingoes having 
opposed the Kafirs, the latter had returned without carrying 
into effect their murderous intentions. 

Amidst all these interruptions, the necesatry preparations 
for the march, and the evacuation of Hintza's country, were 
made with all possible expedition. The weather, however, 
had been extremely unfavorable ; much rain bad fallen; 
rendering it impossible for oxen to travel ; and the cold 
was severe and piercing. However, on the 9th the whole 
cavalcade had reached the heights which form the eaatem 
or left banks of .the Kye, and the liberated Fingoes pre
pared to crose this stream, which, like Jordan to the Israel-
1tes, formed the boundary of the land of their captivity. 
"Their departure," says one who accompanied them," was 
one of the most imposing sights possible : 2,000 men,-
5,600 women,-9,200 children, and 22,000 head of cattle. 
This moving multitude covered at least 8 miles in len~h 
and 1 A mile in width. The men were engaged in bearmg 
shields and assagais and driving the cattle, which were 
divided into small :eortions. The boys carried a few old 
worn--out asfJ8e"Bis anti pointed sticks. These were engaged 
in dri viog the goats and calves. The women and girls bore 
burdens. T~ women were loaded with baskets of corn, 
sleeping mats; milking buckets, and cooking pots ; these 
were piled in two and three stories upon their heads; at 
their back they carried one, and sometimes two children ; in 
one hand calabasses with milk for the children, and in the 
other a long staff' to help them forward under their huge 
burdens. These moved 10 companies, under the protection 
of a few men, and kept as near as they could to the cattle 
driven by the men of their families. Not a murmur nor 
complaint was to be heard ; but "Siyaya Ebulun~weni," (i. e. 
" We go to the place of the right or good people") was to 
be heard amiost the little companies, while each one did 
his utmost to keep up with the troops and wagons." 

. Another actor in this busy scene, an officer serving with 
Col. Somerset's division, writes-" We have under our care 
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~d p.ro~hon an immense n_umber of _persons, coneisting of 
m1ss1onar1es, traders, and Fmgoes, with all the captured 
cattle. We left our encampment, on the east side of the 
Kye ( on the first height), and came to the river yesterday 
about 4 P. M. At. 7 A. M. this morning (the 9th), the caval
cade began to move off, and in an hour the first wagons 
began to cross the ford. The previous three days had been 
very wet, and the 8th was only a sort of clearing-up day
sun-shine and rain; and in the evening driving mist came 
over us, with a dark gloomy horizon, making us fear an 
uncomfortable night. We had made a long march, and 
coming in late, were huddled up in a very bushy and con
fined space on the summit of a ridge, declining, steep, and 
abrupt into the river, having deep ravines on each side. 
This, together with the noise of above 10,000 cattle encircled 
by wagons, made us far from comfortable. Every precau
tion had been made to repel any attack the Kafirs might be 
temeted to make, and our situation made us as secure as 
possible. As the night set in the atmosphere cleared up, and 
we had the satisfaction to see the moon sailing in splendour 
against fine masses of driving clouds, which hourly le!!sened 
in number, and left her about midnight sole mistress of the 
sky. A dew fell, and every thing indicated a fine day on 
the morrow. The next morning early the whole began to 
move, and after watching the descent of the cavalcade, 
as it moved along the steep and still slippery descent to the 
ford of the K1e, I left about 9 o'clock, and soon reached the 
edge of the ndge. Below me lay the stream and the mul
titude passing its bed, a long and continued line of wagons 
marked the winding of the path by their white sails, over
topping the stunted shrubs and trees that covered the whole 
of the ridge to the water's edge, accompanied by boats, I 
may say, of Fingoes on each side, driving herds of cattle 
and goats through the bush towards the same point, their 
wives and children threading the intricate paths of the 
aacent loaded with their all,-mats, baskets, skins, bags of 
corn, and often in addition to this head-load, a child slung 
on their back, its little head only visible from the folds of 
the mother's kaross,-the bush along the banks and the side 
channels, now dry, full of cattle,-the whole of this seen 
through a slight veil of mist, which covered the water-course, 
now thick enough to obscure the view, and shut it up as 
with a sheet, then breaking, thinning, and becoming usi-
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milated with the pure air, and again becoming dense. This alter
ation gave an effect that was surprisingly grand, and beyond 
any thing which art could produce. The group passing the 
stream feeling their way with their sticks, as well as keeping 
their balance against the power of the current; the wading 
of children ; the slow motion of the wagons; the plunges in 
driving the_ ca!tle; the ti~id bounds and rests of the sheep ; 
and the sltppmg and falhng of the goats as they passed the· 
drift, was truly a picture worth beholding. The scene was 
hounded on the opposite height by the white cloucis that 
hung over the valley of the Kye, from which were seen 
issuing forth the ad vaoced guard and the first of the wagons. 
Tbe latter began to arrive at 12 at noon, and it was only with 
the close of the day that the last finished the journey. The 
Fingoes and poor children are still coming in with their 
flocks; an·d I think there are now on this spot above 120 
wagons, 9,000 captured cattle, and, some say, as many as 
20,000 head of cattle and goats, the property of the Fingoes. 
The 1st division .came down to the drift at 2 P. M., just as the 
last wagon was crossing, and remained there for the night." 

The liberation of the Fingoes having been so far success
fully accomplished, the durance under which Hintza had 
been kept was immediately relaxed; and he might, had he 
so pleased, have returned to bis home in safety, leaving the 
hostages agreed for the due fulfilment of the treaty. He 
bad, however, during the period he had been the guest of 
Col. Smith, made a proposal to accompany bun· towards 
the Bashec, where it was said the cattle had· been driven, 
for the purpose of delivering up the number agreed 
upon. With his usual cunbing he had 1u·oposed that a 
small guard of British troops should be sent ; merely, as be 
observed, to enable him to enforce his orders., offering to 
remain as the Colonel's hostage. _ Col. Smith, confiding in 
the si11eerity of these protestations, represented his sugges
tio11 in the most favorable light to the Governor; and he, 
after considerable hesitation, at length agreed to the arrange
ment; but suspecting some lurking deceit, instead of 
sending a small guard, he ordered the party to consist of 
500 chosen men, telling Hint.za that if he sent 20,000 bead 
of cattle across the Kye at that time, he would dispense 
with the other 5,000. 

Before this expedition started, His "½xcellency proceeded 
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formally to announce a measure, of the justice and expedi
ency of which all the-events of this war had 'fully convinced 
him, viz.-the extension of the colonial boundary as far 
eastward as the Kye River. Accordingly, in the presence of 
Hintza and that of his people, and of the assembled troops, 
this event was proclaimed (vide Aprndix 15 and 16), with 
a ceremony which is thus describe by an eye-witness :-

, '' On the 10th the troops were all drawn up in two columns, 
with the artillery on the right, and at 8 o'clock Hintza, with 
his son Krieli, Booko, and all his counsellors, marched up 
between the lines attended by a strong guard. The General 
with Col. Smith and the s&aft', tha took ilieir plaee iD the 
ee11tre of tbe troops, on th.e _rlht of Hintza. Colonel 
Smith first read aloud the proclamation of Ilia Excellency, 
after whicb the General himself read his declaration, taldng 
over the land extending east from tbe source of the Kye in 
the Sto'tmberg to the sea. A royal salute of 21 guns was 
then fired, and had a great effect on Hintza and his suite. 
Hintla was in a profuse perspiration the whole of the time, 
either from t.error or anxiety, and most of his follower1 -were 
in &he w;ne state ; this is Dot at all to be wondered at, for 
t)le rteport (lol,ld enough ~J any tiQte to stun the ear unac
customed ~ such sounds), was immensely encreased by 
the preci-pitous cliffs that surrounded us on all sides. Baell 
shot was like a tremendous clap of thunder, whilst the echo 
reverberating from craig to craig till it was lost in the distant 
winiings of the river, &ad exactly the same eft'ect as distinct 
discharges; the wind too blew gently from the guns along 
the ranks, so that in a few minutes Hintza was concealed jn 
a cloud of smoke. The loud hurrahs and cheers for Kiµg 
William, with the waving of hats, finished the ceremony. 
The wildness of the scenery gave additional effect to the 
whole ~ne. The enormous m~s of rock, piled fragment 
upon fragment for m~ny hundred feet, with the talI and 
stately euphorbium on the verge, dwindled away "in dizzi
ness of distance ;" and the long red aloe peeping here and 
~ere over the projecting rocks, and the huge baboons ( now 
colonial subjects), clambering over .them, presented an as
semblage of objects which, in connexion with the \lroceed
ings described, had an effect upon the mind which 1s inde
scrib.able, and will never be erased." 

3 X 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Communication made to HiWf_a by His Excellency the Governor 
-Departure witli Colonel Smith-His duplicity-Attempt 
to escape-His death-Alleged mutilation of his corpse-
Death of Major T. C. White-His character-Proceeding, ~ 
of Colonel Somerset's division-Location of the F7rY1oes
Occupation of the new Province-Interview between Major 
·Cox a.11d the widow of the late Gaika- With Macomo and 
Tyali-Treaty with Kreili-Estahlishment of King Wil=
liam's Town-Inroads of the enemy into the Colony-Public 
Meeting at Graham's Town-Return of His Excellency 
the Gouernor-Reception by the Inhabitants-The Alb11ny 
Address-His Excellency's reply-The Petition to the King. 

Immediate1y after the ceremony of proclaiming the new j 
boundary, Hintza returned to the tent of the Commander- 1 
in-Chief, where, in the presencP. of Colonel Smith and the 
other officers of the Staff, His Excellency read to him the 
follo,ving admonitory communication :-

His Britannic Majesty's Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, 
Commander-in-Chief of Hi's Majesty's Forces in South Africa, 
to HINTZA, Chief of· the Country between the Kye and the 
Bashee. 

1.-Twelve days ago Hintza, the heart of his country being 
occupied hy the troops of th~ King my master,-his personal resi-· 
dence in danger-and his farther resistance useless,-came into my 
camp and sued for peace. 

2.-I there set forth and prescribed to him the terms upon which 
peace could alone be granted. 
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3.-And on the following day, having duly considered them, he 
accepted them all, and solemnly ratified them, remaining himself 
with his son and heir, by his own choice and free-will, as hostages 
for the fulfilment of the treaty which he had then ratified. . 

4.-This deportment, on the part of the Chief appeared so frank 
and honorable. that I was induced to abstain from using a power, 
reserved to me by the concluding article of the treaty, that " of 
continuing hos~ihties until the first instalment of cattle should have 
been paid :'-' and. to save his people from the scourge of war in 
the mean time; I accordingly caused hostilities to cease on the part of 
my troops, thereby foregoing the additional advantages which the 
then following up those already gained, could not have failed to secure. 

5.-What return has Hintza made for all this forbearance ? He 
has deceived me througbout. 

6.-He has, it is true, (very reluctantly) complied with the 2d 
it stipulation of the treaty ; but the lst~ 3d, and 4th, the most im

portant of all, are still une.xecuted; and although . their fulfilment 
has been repeatedly urged to him, no effectual steps have yet been 
taken for that end. 

7 .-In these circumstances I have .a full and just right to consider 
and treat him as a prisoner of war, and to send him to Cape Town ; 
but as I am still disposed to believe his asseveration, that his pre
sence in the midst of his people may give him the power of fulfilling 
his solemn agreement, I will abstain from doing so, and will not, 
for the present, send him out of his own country ; but it is upon 
the condition, proposed by himself, that he accoml?anies a division 
of my troops through such p~ of the country, as its commanding 
officer, Colonel Smith, may select, and exert his full power as chief 
of it, to collect the cattle and horses due, and to apprehend the 
murderers of the two British aubjects, and to supply the 300 head 
of cattle demanded for each of the widows of the murdered men. 

8.-Meanwhile I retain as hostages, according to the 5th demand 
of my treaty, Hmtza's son lfreili, and his relation Bookoo, making 
the latter especially responsible for the two murdered Englishmen, 
who were murdered in the district under his government, and near 
his residence, and whose murderers it was his duty at the time to 
have apprehended, and caused to have been duly punished; and 
considering the breach of the solemn treaty which has been com
~itted as above, I will also retain in my hands the other followers 
of Hintza, now in my camp,'with ~e exception of Umtini and 
two others whom the Chief may select. · 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN, Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope, Commander-in-Chief. 

Done at my Head-Quarters on the Kye, 10th May, 1835. 
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Read to Hintia sentence by aentence, nriatim, by th& Ocmrnor 
and Commander-in-Chief', on the lei\ bank of the Kye, immecliately 
after the Prochuaation of this morning; and tr'alllllltted to llhil iat1 
the Kafir tongue by Mr. Shepstone, Kafir Interpreter. 

In presence of us, 
IJ. G. SMITH, Col., Chief of the Staff, 
JouN PEDDIE, Lieut.-Col., Commanding 1st division, 
J. MvRRAY, M.D .• Principal Medical Officer, 
C. C. MICHELL, Surveyor-General. 

I certify that I faithfully translated ta comntanication to the 
Chief Hintza, in the hearing of his aon, Bookoo, and hill council-
lors, and that he declared bis perfect undentaliding of the -.ne. 

(Signed) THEOPHILVs SnEP!ITOlf!, Kafir Interpreter. 

Nothing can contrast more strongly than the plain .-,ldier... 
like conduct of the Governor in this, and other instanees, and 
the duplicity and utter waat of principle on the part of 
Hintza. His insincerity was conspicious on every point oa 
which he· was trusted; and -it was evident that he had some 
evil design in proposing t.o lead Colonel Smith into the heart 
of his country, and even beyond its boundvy, in search of 
the cattle, which by the terms of bis treaty, were due to the 
colony. Anticipating his infamous designs, the Governor 
took this opportunity of making him acquamted with his exact 
position, at the same time, adopting such precautionary 
measures as should effectually guard the detachment em- 1 

p~e d on this duty from the treachery and hostility of the I 

c y and exasperated barbarians. • ~ 

_Every _thing being in readiness, the troops employed on 
this semce, marched from the ,ncampment at the ford of 
the Kye. This force consisted oi 

50 of the Cape Mounted Rifles under Captain Ross, 
2 Companies 72d Regt. under Captain Murray, 
3 ditto 1st Provisional Battalion under Captain Crause, 

15 Men of the Corps of Guides und~r Mr. G. Southey. 

Colonel Smith, the Commanding Officer, ·had been directed 
to view the Chief as a hostage, but to treat him with the 
utmost respect and kindness, an injunction which ap~d 
scarcely necessary, he having been a guest of the Colonel's for 
nine dar.s :-~ had been loaded with presents, and ap~red 
so sensible of the distinguished kindness with which he! bad 
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been treMed, that he .was accustomed to speak of the Colo
nel as his father. During the march he rode by his side 
with every mark of confidence, and instead of being treated 
as a prisoner, he was allowed, as well as his attendants, to 
carry their assagais ; and indeed were tteated in every respect 
as friends and companions. 

On gaining the summit of the mountain from the Kye, 
Hintm requested, through the interpreter, to know in what 
position he stood, both as regarded lrimself atid his subjects. 
The answer of the Colonel wu distinct and candid : " Hmm, 
yoa haw lived with me now nine days ; you call yourself my 
aon, and you say you are sensible of my kindness; now I am 
reponsible to my King and to my Governor for your safe 
.e111tody. Clearly understand that you have requested that 
the troops under my command should accompany you to 
enable you to fulnl the treaty of peace you have entered into. 
Y 011 voluntarily placed yourself in our hands as a hostage ; 
you are, however, to look upon me as having full power 
over you, and if you attempt to escape, you will assuredly 
be shot. I consider my nation at _P.eace with yours, and l 
shall not molest your iubjects; provided they are peaceable. 
When they bring in the cattle according to your commands, 
I shall select the bullocks, and return the cows and calves 
to them." To this, Hintza replied, "He came out to fulfil 
his treaty of peace, and with no intention to escape ; and 
that the fact of his son being in our hands, was a sufficient 
guarantee of his sincerity." The Colonel then added, "Very 
well Hintza, act up to this and I am your friend ; again I 

. tell you, if you attempt to escape, you will be shot." 

.Notwithstanding these specious professions, the Colonel 
soon had his suspicions aroused by the following circum
stances :-In the afternoon about 4 o'clock, the trcops 
rellChed a streamlet running into the Gona, when one of the 
Corps of Guides reported that two Kafil'.8, with five head of 
cattl6, were near the camp, and that Hintza on the plea of 
their b4ing afraid to approach, had sent one of his people 
to bring them in. In place, however, of these Kafirs commg 
into the camp, they went off, taking with them a honie 
which had been sent to them by Hintza, and who declined to 
give any 6xplanation on the subject. The suspicion excited 
by this circumstance was encreased by the evasive answers 
given to the Colonel'! repeated inquiry as to the point on 
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which he desired the troops to move. On this subject no
thing more could be elicited than, " we are going right." 

Early the next morning the troops were in motion,-pas
sed the Guadan hills, and bivouacked on the Guanga late 
in the afternoon. Here Hintza was again requested by the 
Colonel to state expliciijy where he wished them to pro
ceed. On this occasion he was much more communicative 
than before, and desired that they would march towards the 
mouth of the Bashee, by a route which he. would point out; 
and he further requested that they would move at midnight. 
This request was the more readily acceded to, it beine: evi
dent that all the cattle from the kraals in the neighbournood 
had been driven in the direction pointed out. Accordingly 
at 12 o'clock the trooP.s resumed their march, and continued 
to move forward until 8 o'clock in the moming. At this 
time the spoor of numerous cattle driven in that direction 
was quite recent ; but as the men had been marching for 
eight hours, it was necessary for them to halt and take some 
refreshment. 

At breakfast the chief appeared, particularl,Y uneasy;. he 
e!iden~ly felt disappointed at the vigilance with w~ich all 
his actions had been watched, and he observed peevishly,
" What have the cattle done that you want them 1 or why 
mqJ!t I see my subjects deprived of them?" Colonel Smith 
~bserved in reply to him, that he need not ask th<?se ques
tions; he well knew the outrages committed on the colony 
by his people, and that it was .in redress of those wrongs the 
cattle were demanded. At 10 o'clock the troops were again 
on the march. At this time Hintza appeared in high spirits, 
observing rather sarcastically-" You see how my subjects 
treat me, they drive their cattle from me in spite of me." 
"Hintza," replied the Colonel, "I do not want your sub
jects' cattle ; I am sent for the colonial cattle which have 
been stolen, and which I will have." '' Then said" the chief, 
"allow me to send Umtini, my principal counsellor, for
ward to tell my people I am here, that they must not drive 
away their cattle, and that the cattle of your nation will 
be alone selected." This proposal was immediately agreed 
to, it appearing to bold out a chance of success; although 
it was quite evident that Hintza was meditating some 
mischief, and that the utmost caution was imperatively 
necessary. On the departure of U mtini, he was part.icularly 
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enjoined to return that night, and which was faithfully pro
mised. He quitted the camp at full speed, accompamed by 
one of Hintza's attendants, the chief exclaiming in hi~h 
spirits,-" Now you need not iro to the Bashee, you wtll 
have more cattle than you can drive on the Xabecca !" 

On the approach of the troops to this stream, it was found 
that the great spoor of the cattle branched off in two direc
tions; one track going to the left, up a high mountain; the 
other to the right, up a very high, abrupt, steep, and wooded 
hill upon the banks of the Xabecca, below which its bed is 
rugged, precipitous, and covered with brushwood. Hintza 
here said they must follow the track to the right, the cattle 
up the mountain being lost to them. 

It had been remarked that this day Hintza rode a remark
ably strong horse, and which he appeared particularly 
anxious to spare from fatigue, leading him up every ascent. 
The path they were now in up the hill from the bed of the 
Xabecca was merely a narrow cattle track, winding up the 
hill side, through the tangled brushwood, and occasionally 
passing between a cleft in the rock. Up this steep ascent 
the troops were leading their horses ; Col. Smith, who was 
at the head of the column, being the only person mounted : 
behind him came Hintza and his followers leading their 
horses, the Corps of Guides following in the same order. 
On arriving near the summit of the hill, Hintza and his . 
attendants silently mounted and rode quickly up to the· 
Colonel, whom they passed on one side through the bushes. 
The Guides observing this immediately called out to the, 
Colonel, who instantly exclaimed,-" Hintza, stop!" At 
this moment the chief, having moved on one side of the 
beaten track, found himself entangled by the thicket, with 
no other resource but to descend into the only path by which 
it could be cleared. The Colonel on the first alarm had 
drawn a pistol, on observing which the chief smiled with.so 
much apparent ingenuousness, that the Colonel felt regret at 
his suspicions, and he/ermitted the chief to move on in 
front of him, precede by . three of the Guides, who had 
mounted and pushed forward on witnessing the suspicious 
circum11tances above detailed. On reaching the top of this 
steep ascent the country was perfectly open, with a consider
able tongue of land running parallel with the rugged bed of 
the Xabecca, gradually descending for about two miles, and 
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te,,µi,nating ata bend o( the r.iver, JVher.e were several Kafir 
huts. OQ re~hing this tongue of land, the Colonel had 
turned round to view the troope in the rear toiling up the 
Jiteep ascent, when the Chief instantly set oft' at full apeed, 
passing the guides in f root, tow•rds the buts in the distauce .• 

· T4e guides (viz: MessJ'8. G. and W. Southey, and W. 
Shaw) uttering an exclamation of alarm, pursued, but with
out the most distant hope o( overtaking the fugitive. Cc)l. 
Smith was; however_, better mounted, and spurring hi& 
horse with violence, he succeeded after a sm_art run, and 
with the most de11perate exertion, in overtaking him-he 
called to him to stop; but he only urged his horse to greater 
exertion, stabbing at the Colonel with his assagais. The 
Colonel drew a pistol, bqt it. snaeped-a second was uaed 
w~th the like ill ~11.~ees. 'l'he pursuit. was continued for so~ 
dif!tance further,""'.""".:the troops following in the ~r ,as th~y 
pet1t .~ould.. . At. length the .Colo~ bJ a .desperate effort, 
again. reache.d the CMef and struck him . with. the b.1Jtt.
e'nd of hie pistol,· which he tbea dropped, The Chief •~iJeq. 
jJ1 derision... The s.ec(.md pistol was hurled at him, striking 
him ~in 'ol) .the back )>&rt of the bead; bot with n.o o~ 
·effect thaq · ,causing him to redouble hie efforts to eM,m~~ 
11,.ey were how within about half a mile of the Kafir bq.t.i,' 
The CoJ<'neU~~d; np weapon whateve_r, while the Chief w"' 
,armed witl;t ~is,-the case was desperate, a,nd i)~em 
was not . a _9!oment for re.tlection. Urging therefore,. 
his horse to ,Jt~ utmost ene_tgy_,._ t.be CQ}Q~i agaiu.. :got 
within reo.ch_ Qf the athletic Chief~Q, and eei~ing him.by 
the coJlar of the kaross or cloak, by .Jt. .. vwlent. effort be 
hurled him t() the ground. At Jh.is )lU)lll~Dt their bo.-
were at their utinQst sp~ed; aµd "Qt;). llintZ!Jo beieg. Ull'oW,D,; 
the Colonel'~ horse refu~q _tp .Qbey.tb.e: r.ei.P, carryin_g lµs 
rider forward in spite of every <:n~vour, to, stop .him,; 
The Chief though thrown heavily, was inst,J,ntlyon his .feet,. 
and drawing an assagai, threw 1t after bis assailant with so 
muc~ steadines, and a~curacy, that it only misse~. him-by a 
few mches; he then ms~ntly turned oft' at a right Jngle~ 
and fled down the steep bank of the Xabecca: The mo• 
mentary delay cau~ed by the inci_~ents d~tailed, eJ,Ul,l>le«;l ~e 
foremost of the gmdes to appro!\Cb. tQ 'w1,th1J) .. ~n-sl;l~t d1~ 
tance; and their leader,· Mr. G. Southey~ instantly call~ 
out to the Chief in the Kafir toJ1gue to stop ; no heed Wai 
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givl?D to this, and he fired, wounding him in the left leg. 
Hintz& fell, hut in an instant regained his feet, and continued 
his flight swiftly down the hill. Southey discharged his 
eecond barrel, and the Chief again pitched forward ; but 
once more recovered himself, and ultimately succeeded in 
gaining the cover of the thicket which lines the banks of the 
river. Southey and Lieut. Balfour followed, leaping down 
the shelving bank ; the former keeping up,.the latter down, 
the stream. They had thus proceeded in opposite di
rections for some distance, when Southey was suddenly 
startled by an assagai striking the stone or cliff on which he 
was climbing; turning quickly round at the noise, he per
ceived a Kafir, his head and an uplifted assagai beins. only 
visible, so near him, that it was only by his recoil tbat 
he had room for the length of his gun. At the impulse of 
the moment he raised his piece and fired; and Hintz&, the 
paramount Chief of Kafirland, ceased to live. The uprr 
part of the scalp had been completely shattered and earned 
away by the discharge. Southey hastily divested the body 
of a brass girdle, and snatching up the bundle of aasagais, 
which the . Chief had retained during the whole·· of thit 
arduous struggle, quitted the spot and rejoined the troopt, 
reporting the occurrences to the officer commanding.• 

On receiving this information, Lieut. Pouleatone, 75th 
Regt., was directed by Col. Smith to proceed with a party 
of men to the fatal spot in the ravine where the chief had 
fallen, and to convey the corpse from thence to the Kafir huta 
which we have before mentioned. This dutywas punctually 
performed. The body was found by this officer lying in the 
situation pointed out; . and being carefully wrapped in the 
chiefs cloak or kaross, was borne out of the thicket by the 
men, and deposited near the huts stated, in view of numerous 
Kafirs, who were observing the pfOCeedings from the sur
rounding heights. .. 

From a po,t mortem examination of the body, taken by 
Assistant Surgeon Ford, 75th Regt., soon after it hid 
been deposited by Lieut. Poulestone, the following appear-

• The whole of the abon detaila are ginu, nearly iD the nry tenu, of 
the official report made by Col. Smith at the time, aad fnlm a atat.emeat 
p11bli1hed by Mr. G. 8o11they. 
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an\!es were observed :-The top of the head was eompletely 
•battered, and the brains gone; there was a laceration oa 
the chin, a-nd a fracture of the lower jaw; a ball had entered 
the back part of the left side, and another wound in the calf' 
of one leg. 

Nothing perhaps can be considered more untoward or 
more to be deplored than aJJ the circumstances connected witb 
the death of this chief; who never ought for one moment to 
have been trusted. Perfidy was the distingnishing mark o-f 
bis character; and his intention in proposing the expedition 
evidently ,vas, not to fulfil his treaty, as he proposed, bnt to 
lead Col. Smith into·~the midst of danger, and if possible 
sacrifice him to his revenge and disappointment; This aim 
,vas defeated by the description and strength of the force 
employed, and by the extreme caution with which the ex
pedition was conducted ; and hence the chief had recourse 
to every snbterfu~e to ge't the cattle out of reach, and when 
he had accomplished this, to escape himself, In this attempt 
he fell, and that with a credit which by no means comports 
with the baseness of his character, and the inglorious career 
which had marked his conduct through lire. Un<;ivilized 
and barbarous, we do not expect the Kafir to attain a high 
point in the scale of humanity; but still it is confesqed by 
those who knew him, that the chief Hintza pos;,essed in an 
inveterate degree all the most odious vices of the sa,·age. 
Ingratitude, insatiable avarice, cunning, cowardice, and 
cruelty were the prominent features of his character,
were conspicuous in bis government of his people,-in his 
treatment of the missionaries and traders,-in his machi
oations with. the border .chiefs to incite them to plun
der and destroy the colony ,.:._in the avidity ,vith which 
he received the stolen cattle,-in the ,stqdious care with 
whi'ch he kept aloof from .personal danger,-and in the cool 
an~ artful manner with which he planned and proposed to 
~.officer who had treated him with distinguished kindness 
a measure calculated to lead .him into a situation of such 

ldifficulty and embarrassment as should ensure his dtstruc
•~- tion. In the latter particular. he had grasped at that which 

wa.~ beyoncl his reach, and he fell the victim of his own 
perfidy. . 

At the time of his death numerous Kaars were ob!er0ved on 
the heights around the seene of the fatal encounter, and 
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among them was Umtini, the chiefs confidential couueellor, 
with Hint.za's servant, who had bee~ despatched forward, u 
the reader will remember, under /reteoce of ordering the 
cattle to be given up, but who ha evidently been employed 
in secreting them, and io preparing for the esca~ of the 
chief. Leaving, therefore., the remains of the chief to the 
care of these people, who must have been aware of the pro
ceedings, the troops wen> collected and resumed their march. 

The route now taken was on the cattle spoor which Jed 
towards the Bashee. Noue of the party w~re acquainted 
with the country, and they were without any Katir guide. 
Late in the afternoon the waters of the Bashee were seen, 
and on its further bank a great number of cattle. At thi1 
time the troops had been marching fou1'teen hours, nevertbe
.Jess Col. Smith resolved on an immediate attack; pushing 
forward, therefore, with the cavalry, which led their horse11 
down -the precipitous banks of th" river, they forded the 
beavtiflll and widely-flowing stream in an oblique direction, 
and ascended the rugged and steep banks of the opposite 
shore by a cleftin a rock which admitted of only one horseman 
at a time. After gaining the heights they succeeded.in capturing 
upwards of 3,000 fine cattle, some of which were colonial. 
Night coming on, rendered further operations impracticable, 
and the troops encamped on·the lett bank of the Bashee, 
this being the third day after their march from the bed of the 
Kye, a distance of eighty-four miles. 

A considerable number of cattle had been seen passing 
over the mountains in the direction of the U mtata, and in 
pursuit of these Col. Smith started at 3 o'clock the next 
morning, ·leaving his least effective men, jaded horses, and 
eaptured cattle in chal'ge of Captain Ross, of the Mounted 
Rifles. It was here; during the Colonel's absence, that the 
lameeted and gallantMr. T:C. White, Major of the Graham's 
Town Voluntee1·s, and Actmg Dep. Qr.-Mr.-General to the 
burgher force, met his death. by the hand of the barbarians. 
This public-s~irited officer had ~een :ictively_employed during 
the wAo1e period of the · campaign m makmg an accurate 
topographical survey of the Kafir territory, and in prosecution 

• of this his favorite object he had ascended an eminence near 
the encampment for the purpose of sketching the surrounding 
eountry, Four men of the Cape Corps had been ordered to 
accompany him, and these were posted at different points o1 
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the hill to guard against surprise. In spite; however, of 
this precaution, the wily Kafirs, crouching stealthily in the 
1oDg grass, succeeded in -pproacbing the spot unobserved; 
ancf sqddenly spri~ng upon the Major . and the Oorpora}.; 
clespa~ them wtth their assegais before the other men 
could afford them the ~btest assistance, or even apprise 
the~ of their danger. . On the DJ'it alarm a pa,rty proceeded 
from the camp to the spot, where the body. of the· Major was 
lying pierced with many wounds on the head, loins, and back. 
Bis remains received a soldier's grave, dug under the shade 
of a bush, with no other implements than the bayonets of 
bis companions. . 

There can be no doubt but the death of this distinguished 
man must be viewed as retaliation for • the death of llintza. 
His.deportment and bis attendants marked him as a person of 
consideratio11, and his death was resolved on as a ~rifice ,to 
the manea of the de~ chief. The death of this <lffi.cer 
has been justly considered -as a P'!'hlic loss.· He was-~o ordi
nary m.111. To talents of a high order he possesseci the-nicest 
sense of honor, perfect in.dependency of mind, and .inflexible 
integrity. With an intellect of uncommon grasp, he dis
played on all occasions an indomitable spirit, which no oppo
sition could subdue, no difficulties discourage. · As.a,pl'actical 
farmer, and as the grand promoter of every undertak.ing 
which could add to the comfort of the inhabitant.a, .t\nd . pro
mote their general prosperity, the eastern pl:()vinoe .of this 
colony has lost in him one of its most valuable members. 

The deceased came to this settlement among the emigradtll 
of 1820, but shortly afterwards returned to England, where 
he afforded the government much valuable information on the 
state of affairs on the eastern frontier, and on the subject of 
emigration in general. He was examined at considerable 
length by the parli~entary committee, the information 
afforded by him being recorded among the public document.& 
of that day. Previous to his return to this colony he visi,ted 
the continent of Europe, and whilst there was ~defatigable 
in his enquiries on su6jects of importance to his future pur• 
suits as an emigra~ to a new country. At this time he col
lected those various species of wheat, which were afterward&' 
so successfully cultivated by the farmers of the eastern frontier, 
and which have since been distinguished by the appellation of 
"White's wheat." 
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On his return he became the proprietor of an extensive 
farm, a few miles N. W. of Graham's Town, and which, from 
au arid desert, he soon raised to the condition of one of the 
most valuable and fertile spots on the frontiers of the colony. 
Jle was an officer of considerable merit in the army, having 
received his education at the military college at Marlo, and 
having atavery early period distinguished himself as a math~ 
ma.tician, an acute reasoner, and an able draftsman. In 
1816 he was employed by the home government in a military 
mrvey of the island of Guadalope, which he completed in 
the first style of excellence. But he had quitted tne army 
for more peaceful occupations, until called again into the 
field by the daring inroad of the barbarians into the British 
settlement. It appears that on several octasions during the 
campaign he had been expostulated with for the temerity with 
which he exposed himself to the attacks of the enemy ; these 
warnings were, however, ·disregarded; and be at length 
closed a life of active usefulness to his country, in a noble 
endeavour to repel and punish the plunderers of his neigh
bours and the murderers of his friends, and to. uphold the 
interests of the land of his adoption.• 

During the time occupied by these fatal occurrences at the 
camp, Col. Smith had detached Capt. Bailie, with 60 men of 
the 1st Provisional Batallion, down the left bank of the 
Bashee, with orders to move round to the eastward, from a 
given point near its mouth, and re-unite with the main body 
on the Kakka River; thereby ensuring the capture of whatever 
cattle might be within the two rivers. From the mountain
ous banks of the Bashee, through a beautiful, though strongly 
undulating, country, rich in pasturage, over which innumera
ble traces of cattle were visible, the troops pushed forward 
with vigor until they arrived at a point from whence the bed 
of the Umtata could be distinctly seen. Here the enemy 
began to collect on the tops of the hills in every direction, but 
still continued to evade every attempt to bring him to action. 
On<> Kafir was, however, taken prisoner, and from him, as 
well as from two Fingoes who came into the camp, it was 
learned that forty-eight hours previously the cattle had been 

• Many pasaagea in the part of this Narrative are given verbatim from 
communications addressed by this deeply lamented officer to the author: aa 
an example we refer to the account of the 111arch of the troops from Fort 
Wilisbire, page 127. 
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driven. over the Umtata by Hintza's orders,-at the very mo
ment he was pretending to lead Col. Smith to the place of 
their concealment. From the state of the troops further pur
suit was deemed fruitless, and they returned to the camp on 
the Basltee, which they r~ac~ed at ~ ~ome~t when it 'Yas 
-smTOunded by Kanrs, 10d1catmg their mtentton of attackmg 
it for the captured cattle. 

, Every precaution that military experience dictated was im
Qlediately adopted to guard against surprise : and scarcely 
was it dark when the ~nemy in considerable numbers, creeping 
up a narrow and wooded ravine, made the expected attempt; 
but such was the . vigilance of the picquet under Captain 
Lacy, 72d Regt., and the acuteness of vision of the Hotten
tots of the Provisional Batallion, that their design was anti
cipated, _and the assailants dl'iven back with considerableloss. 

Many circumstances continued to shew that the euemy 
was both numerous and daring. Capt. Bailie, who had 
reached the camp after having marched from 3 o'clock in the 
morning till 11 o'clock at night, reported that he had been 
so closely pursued, that several of the enemy's scout.~ had 
been shot during his progress ; aod that some of his men, 
who understood -the Kafir tongue, had heard the enemy 
boasting of ,their next daf s intended achievements, in re
capturing the cattle., and obstructing the troops in their pas
sage of the Bashee River. This movement was one of con
siderable difficulty, as the men could only pass in single file 
down the rugged footpath of its mountainous banks. Upon 
a computation of the number of hills around, and of the men 
on them, it was ascertained that the Kafirs actually visible 
amounted to between °3 and 4,000 men, prepared to take 
every advantage which might present itself for the destruction 
of th~ colonial force. The river was, howevu, forded in 
safety, and all the cattle brought off. . The enemy made 
several attempts on the rear guard, under the command of 
Capt. Bailie, but were repulsed with loss. 

. . 
Continuing the route, tne troops re-:crossed the Kye on the 

17th May, and rejoined the main body' of the army, under 
the command of His Excellency the Governor, the day fol- iJ. 
lowing, having completed a march 'of 218 mi]es in seven 
-days and a half, over a rugged and mountainous country, 
bringing in a11 the captured cattle and ] ,000 Fingoes, who 
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had joined them in the course of their march ; without the 
loss of a single individual, except him whose fate we have 
recorded, and which was lamented, not less by those with 
whom he served, than by the public at large.•-

During the time occupied by these occurrences, Col. Somerset· 
and the division under his command were escorting the Fin
goes to the promised land within the colonial boundary. 
Nothing very important occurred on this march, and the 
following extract from a journal of proceedings, will give a 
tolerable idea of the whole subject :-".Monday, 11th May. 
The oxen quitted the encampment at day-light, and the 
Fingoes began to pass, and continued passing for hours. At 
9 o'clock the troops moved off the ground, leaving a guard 
to bring up the rear of the pe~ple. On arriving at the heights 
of the Gonube, the scene was novel and picturesque in the 
highest degree. Such multitudes of people, a-nd gl'oups of 
laden women and children,-so many moving masses of 
cattle, guarded and· driven on by the armed Fingoes, ex
tending as far as the eye could reach, was a scene not less 
interesting than imposing. Whilst gazing on this scene, the 
word was brouaht. that some of the groups farthest in the 
rear were attacked by the Kafirs ; some troops and about 100 
burghers from the centre guard immediately went off to theit
assistance, it being plainly !leen that several herds of cattle 
had been turned; and were making for the country from whence 
they came. They were, however, all recovered, and the 
enemy retired.· . . 

"At the Gonube ford we again encamped. We had made 
this day but a short march, b,.t the poor women and·. 
children, halting along the road, were the anxious care 
of the Colonel, and he halted to give them time to rest and 
recover from their previous fatigue, and to come up and 
collect together, so as to prevent the possibility of a success
ful attack being made upon them by their pursuers, who we1·e 
hovering about to drive off and mmder the stragglers who 
co~ld not keep up with the main body. The afternoon is 
very fine, and the poor children are dancing, alike forgetful 

, of past danger, and indifferent to their future destiny. About 
7 o'clock a great noise came from the Fingoe encampment, 

•The detail ot'these proceedings ia given, nearly verbatim, from the official 
report made by Col, Smith to head-quarters. 

Digitized by Google 
.I' 



176 8KIRMliRBS BETWEEN THE. IC4FIBS AND PINGOE8. 

accompanied with the shouts of women and children. Every 
thing indicated that some of their parties were attacked by 
Kafirs. The night was beautifully moon-light, and along the 
sides of the valley running down to the Gonube were seen 
their blazing fires, shining through a light mist that lay on 
the surface of the ground at the bottom of the dell. . 

" The noise continuing to increase, and from time to time 
great shouting, a serious attack' was apprehended, and under 
this impression the bugles were sounded and the <..-amp got 
under arms. Colonel Somerset rode off to the spot with a 
party of mounted men, but it turned out that the uproar wu 
occasioned by the acclamations of the people at their having 
driven off a party of Kafirs which were descending the Go
nube hill; and who, on being attacked by the Fingo guards, 
were successfully repulsed with the loss of foJU' men killed. 
The Fingoes had two killed and one wounded. · 

"The next evening the encampment was formed in the 
Kamega valley. About two hours before day-light the next 
morning shots were heard, and great shouting in the direction 
of the Fingo encampment. It was afterwards ascertained 
that this was caused by another attack by the Kafirs, who 
had been again beaten off, leaving two dead on the spot. 
One Fingo was badly wounded by an assegai in three places. 

"On the 14th May the troops re-crossed the Keiskamma, 
and the next day the Colonel commenced lpcatinp the Fingoes 
on the ceded territory. On the troops beginning to move 
towards the colony the Fingoes began to display great un
easiness. On the departnre of the captured cattle, several 
parties of them went with them, and although sent for back 
by their chiefs, some of them proceeded on, having engaged 
themselves to the farmers as servants. Owing to the large 
droves of captured cattle that accompanied us on this march, 
and the crowding of the Fingoes with theirs, it was found 
impossible to keep the respective herds altogether separate. 
Many of the captured cattle were in this way seized '&y the 
Fingoes, who appeared to make no distinction in this respect 
between the colonists and their old task-masters the Kafirs. 
Droves of the captured cattle were daily driven off by them,• 
and though it was seen,and well known, yet it was impossible 
to prevent it. Eve1-y close bushy part of the country afforded 
th~m a harvest, for by driving their cattle right and left of 
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those captured, every stray or tired beast~ in an inete 
among· theirs, when ·their drovers and guards whistled them 
on among their own with the greatest coolness· imaginable. 
The body of Fingoes were finally left in the ceded territory, 
thidield-commandant being stationed there for their protec
tion; and the Rev. J. Ayliff, Wesleyan misssionary, remain
!ng witl_l them _for the purpos 7 of advising and ass,i,sting them 
m formmg their several locations. . , '. . 

" On the 17th May the division reached the .fann• of Mr. 
Driver, where it encamped. The next day a party of burghers 
arriv~ from Graham's Town to talte ch~rge of the cattle. On 
counting them the number was found to be 6,130 head. On 
the march about 1,000 had been consumed for food; or used 
for transport, still leavi~ a deficiency of 2,200; and which 
could only be accounted for, partly on the score of losses by 
death on the road, and partly by the borrowing of our new 
Fingo acq"4aintances as before mentioned. In the afternoon 
of this day an express arrived from Col. Somerset, who had 
gone forward to town, for the cattle to be driven to Cawoods, 
'pr Kafir Drift, where they were to be delivered over to the 
Commissioner Currie; and the troops were ordered to move 
to Cypher Fontein, a government farm two miles N. W. of 
Grali~m•s Town, where the head-quarters of the Mounted 
Rifles was to be established."• . · 

. During the ti~e of these, pro~eedings, the 2d and 3d divi
s10ns, under MaJor Cox and Field-commandant Van· Wyk, 
bad been zealously engaged with the enemy's patroles in the 
Amatoli ; and there is no doubt but that hostilities .would 
have altogether terminated·, had it not been for the treachery 
of Hintza, who, instead of laying an injunction on the con
federate chiefs to desist from aggressive measures, as he was 
pledged by his treaty, and as -lie professed to have done, 
transmitted a message calculated to induce them to continue 
the war with redoubled vi~our, and with encreased virulence. 
On this subject the following particulars were given and pub
lished at the time of their occurrence :-

" In consequence of the message the Kafirs received from 
Hint~ that he had accepted the terms of peace offered by 
His Excellency the Governor the Commander-in-Chief, nndi 

• See General Orders, No. 20, in Appendix. 
3 z 
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"'that war was to cell$e ;" Suto, the widow of Gaika, in
formed the Commanding Officer of the 3d divison, by 
means of a female Kafir who could speak the Dutch lan
guage, that she was anxious to have an interview with him 
respecting her "children;" (signifying the tribes who Jiad 
been subject to her late husband) her request was immedi
ately complied with, and she arrived in the afternoon with 
11 of her attendants. Suitable accommodation was accord
ingly provided, and after some conversation with her re
specting the occurrences of the present war, it appeared 
the object of her visit was. influenced more from a desire to 
a1eertain whether the Governor was really at the Kye, or 
not, which evidently had been doubted. 

"The following day, (the 12th) from the nature of the 
communications made to her by Major Cox, she despatched 
messengers to Macomo, urging an immediate interview, in 
order that the chiefs might hear from him,-as she ex
pressed herself, " the words of the great man," ( our Go
vernor). A red flag was given, in order to secure the 
bearers of, tbis message from danger in meeting the patroles 
to and from the camp. · 

" In the mean time Suto seemed perfectly satisfied with 
our hospitality. In appearance she 1s of Hottentot extrac
tion ,-very corpulent, and about 60 years of age; the fea
ture11 of her countenance are small, and her tout ensemble # 

was considered by old GAIKA, beautiful in 1819. 

"Early ibis morning, (the 13th) the intelligence arrived 
in camp, that the chiefs were ready for the dP.si~ inter
view,· at the Tapio-dodo, a small hill in the vicinity-of our 
camp, usually called TSlambies Kop. 

'' Lieut. Granet, o( the 98th Regt., with two dragoons, 
was immediately despatched, in oroer to -escort the chiefs 
with their pahati to the camp. On arriving at the base of 
the hill, he was informed by some of the Kafirs who were 
watching at the edge of the bush, that the chiefs were on 

. the summit of ihe slope, which is covered with almost im
. penetrable bush. Though unarmed, he intrepidly passed on 
with the interpreter, and in a few minutes he was in the 
midst of some hundred Kafirs. · His defenceless appe81'8tlce 
among them rather excited their ast4nishment, and it was 
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evident by their endeavouring to conceal their fire-arms .and 
assegais, they admired his courage. Macomo advanced and 
welcomed him with the usual Kafir salutation, and after 
some inquiries respecting several officers whom he knew
the circumstances attending the war-and their own condi
tion, he informed Lieut. G. that he should not accompany 
him previous to seeing his mother Sutu, and requested she 
might be sent to them. As soon as the information reached 
the camp, Sutu left us, and some time elapsed before any 
decision arising from her visit was known. 

" Major Cox being fully aware of the importance of the 
opportunity, proceeded with Lieut. Granet and two dra
goons unarmed, in order to urge M acomo to accept the 
terms or peace the· Governor offered. By this time the 
chiefs, with hundreds of warriori;, were then at the base 
of the Tapio-dodo, close to the garden of Nenonto. Macomo's 
mother; and with our glasses we could distinctly observe 
them from the camp. For what purpose they had ventured 
out of the bush, and ·now presented such a formidable ap• 
pearance, was not ascertained. . · 

"The Major, who is personally known to Macomo, was, 
hovever, received with every demonstration of respect by · 
the chiefs. The former appeared dejected ; but in Tyali 
there was .no visible alteration. Xo Xo was also present 
with most of the pakati, including some of Gaika's old coun-

• sellors. The whole number, amounting to several hundreds, 
' formed a semi-circle. This phalanx standing erect with 

their assegais ready for use, and under such circumstances, 
would have been sufficient to induce a man with less nerve 
and knowledge of the Kafirs than Major Cox, to abandon 
a parley ·where there was so much risk; but he felt he was 
maintaming that character which had placed him in the 
very honorable and conspicious post assigned him in the 
invading army, and be fearlessly conveyed to the chiefs, in 
pretence o.f their warriors, the commands of His Excellency 
the Governor. Little doubt was at first entertained, but 
that from the influence of Sutu, and the miserable condition 
the chiefs were ia, the terms would be accepted, in order 
to stop further bloodshed and devastation, of which Maco
mo seemed heartily tired. Unfortunately, however, between 
the time of the first interview with Lieut. Granet, and the 
.arrival of Sutu, Hintza bad sent messenger.s to inform the 
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~ that he was a prisoner with t'l,,e English, and warned 
them to take care of themselves. This unfortunate occurrence 
disrlled any intentions they had ()f coming to the camp, 
an they positively declined any further discussion of the 
subject. · 

"The meeting accordingly broke up, and the same evening 
h08tilities, which had been-suspended three days, were 
resumed. Strong infantry: patroles were thrown out, and 
the chiefs narrowly escaped the vigilance of the Hottentot.a, 
who got up with the rear of Macomo's guard. Five horses 
were taken, one of which was recognized as Maoomo's 
charger, a very fine animal in good condition." . 

To return, however, to the Head-quarter division, which 
it has already been observed, was rejoined by Colonel Srµith, 
after hill expedition to the Bashee, on the ImpotshaoS:, on 
the 18th ofMay. Here His &cellenClythe Commander-in
Chief on hearing the unfortunate particulars of the death of 
Hintz&, immediately sent for the young chief, Krieli, his 
son and 'Successor, with whom he entered into the following-

. TREATY. 

I .-There shall be peace between His Majesty the King of England, 
His Majesty's subjects and colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
Krieli, son of Hintza and Nomse, chief of the country between the 
Kye -and the Bashee. 

2.-The King of England's colonial dominions now extend to the 
line running along the right bank of the River. Kye, from its source 
in the Stormberg mountains, into the white Kye, thence along its 
course to the great Kye, and thence along the course of ~e latter to 
the sea, which boundary line is hereby acknowledged by Krieli as 
that of the colony. . · 

3.-The British forces will correspondingly respect the opposite or 
left bank as the border of Krieli's country, aRd will not cross it for 
any hostile purpose, withogt due cause and just provocation thereto 
given; Kneli, on his part, respecting that of the King of England, 
and not making inroads to the right or west.em bank of the Kye. 

4.-There shall be good faith and amity between Krieli, and the 
Governor of the Colony, (in the name of the King of England) 
who will not object to Krieli's receiving Tyali, Macomo, Eno, 
Bothma, T'Slambie, Dushani, and their people into his territory, 
i>rovided he forbids their coming thither with colonial plunder; and 
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that he does not allow them to re-cr088 the Kye to its westward 
bank, collectively or individually, without permission to do so from 
the Governor of the Colony, or from the British Officer command
ing on the Frontier. 

5.-Krieli here farther solemnly promises and undertakes for him
self and his nation, that he will neither directly or indirectly, com
mit, join in, permit, or countenance, any hostility to be carried on 
by, through, or from, his country against Vadanna, chief of the 
V 088anie Tam bookies, or his people, for any part of the conduct of 
the latter in the late war, these Tambookiea being the sworn allies 
of the King of England ; and if they IIUStain hostilities or any 
wrong at the bands of Krieli and his country, it will be considered 
a declaration of war againat the colony, and acted upon accordingly. 

6.-And Krieli moreover engages and promises, (under the same 
penalty of the colony's going to war with him in case of failure), 
that he will allow free and safe passage to Vadanna and the tribe of 
V OllaJlie, if they sho'llllat any time require it at his hands, through 
his country, to cr088 tli7Kye and come into the colony. 

Done at my camp on the lmpotshana, in the Province of Queen 
Adelaide, in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, the 19th May, 
1835. 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN, Major!Oeneral, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

Read to Kreih and his relatives, Booko and Fadanna, and the 
counsellors (heemraden) Suta, Nontso, and Kinki, by the Governor, 
and translated into the Kafir tongue, sentence by sentence, seriatim, 
by Mr. Shepstone, Kafir interpreter. The chief Krieli, after its con
clusion-

lst.- Having expressed his perfect understanding thereof, 
2d.-Having declared that he agreed to, and would perform, the 

terms of the µ-eaty. 
19th May, 1835. 
In presence of us :-

(Signed) H. G. 8111TH, Chief of the Staff, 
J. PEDDIE, Lieut.-Col. Commanding 1st division. 
J. MuaaAT, M. D. Chief of the Medical Staff. . 
CHAS, MICHELL, Surveyor-General. 

I certify that I faithfully translated to the chief Krieli the contents 
of the above paper, and that he expressed his understanding of it, 
and his promise to accept and perform the terms of the treaty. 

19th May, 1835. 
(Signed) HEOPHILUS SHEPSTONE, 

Kafir Interpreter. 
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This treaty having been solemnly concluded and ratified, the young 
chief Krieli was dismissed, together with his father's relative Fadana, 
and hi.~ counsellors Sonta and Nontso, with presents from the Com
mander-in-Chief for himself and his mother N omso, and returned to 
his country, escorted to the ford of the Kye by a guard of honor com
manded by Capt. Warden, of the Cape Mounted Rifle Corps, to whom 
he expressed his great satisfaction at the arrangement just concluded, 
and at the kindness and attention with which he had been treated 
during his residence at head-quarters. 

Hie Excellency's views at this period, and hie ulterior 
arrangements resulting therefrom, were explained by him
self at the time in the following terms :-

The Commander-in-Chief, however, in thus dismissing Krieli to 
take possession of his inheritance, and concluding with him the above 
treaty of peace, judged it necessary to detain his uncle Booko, with 
the counsellor of the latter, Kinki, as hostages for the fulfilment of 
the treaty of the 30th April last, and accorditlig to the 5th stipulation 
of the 16th article of it :- ' · 

This absence of Booko will also probably facilitate a better course 
of proceeding towards the colony, on the part of Krieli, in the outset 
.of his government, than that which had been pursued. by Hintza; 
since Booko had been of great influence in the councils of the father, 
and might well have been expected to exert it for the same mis
chievous purpose in those of the son. 

This -chief was immediately sent forward to Graham's Town 
under a sufficient escort, commanded by Lieut. Beresford, who 
was also charged with dispatches to the home government, 
and with which he continued his route t.o Europe. Booko, 
on arriving at Graham's Town, was placed in the care of the 
civil authorities, who were instructed to provide fer his safe 
custody, and by whom he was treated with great kindnesl! 
and attention. After having been kept in confinement there 
for a period of two months, he was liberated and escorted 
back to his own country, although at the time no \)art of the 
treaties made with Hintza and Krieli had been fulfilled. 

These important arrangements having been made, the Com
mander-in-Chief continued to move slowly towards the colony, 
examining the country carefully,-establishing posts of. oh• 
servation m the most commanding situations,-and naming 
the most conspicuous or remarkable places along the line of 
march. (Vide Appendix, Nos. 18, 19, 21). The proceed
ings of. His Excellency, as well as the establishment of KING 

Digitized by Google 



.. 

ESTABLISHMENT OP KING WILLIAM'S TOWN, )83 

W1LLIA1t's TowN, are well described in a gen~ral order 
issued on the banks of the Buffalo, on the 20th May, 1835, 
of which the following is an extract :-

On the 20th inst., the entrenched camp on the Impotahana, for 
the reception of the first post of occupation of the New Province, 
having been completed, a detachment of artillery, cavalry, and in
fantry were placed in-it, under"the command of Captain Warden, 
of the Cape Mounted Rifle Corps; and the _ Commander-in-Chief 
moved westward, with the head-quarters and 1st division, and en
camped under the heights on the eastern side of the Gonube : where 
he remained on the 21st, during which a work was constructed for 
the reception of a post of communication with that of occupation 
on the Impotshana, which having been placed therein, on the 22d 
and 23d, br successive movements, he arrived on the Buffalo. 

This river, from its source in the m6untains of its name, to the 
sea, will be the·central line of occupation of the Province of Queen 
Adelaide: and here, on the fertile banks of this clear, rapid, and 
beautiful stream, and upon ground admirably fitted by nature for the 
purpose of a provincial town, the Commander-in-Chief has fixed 
the site of one, and named it by a general order of this day, "King 
William's Town," in honor of His Most Graciowr __ ·E·Ma· y. An 
entrenched camp has been already marked out he~; is in good 
progress, to receive a strong central corps of occu~ n, with which 
two flanking posts (placed higher up, and lower ~ the stream, 
where the high roads of the country from east to west JCSpectively 
cross it), correspond; while it will be connected, westward, by an 
immediate post of communication with :Fort Willshire, en the old 
border, the dep6t 0f supplies for the troops of occupation. 

While these measures were in progress on the part of lli1:1 
Excellency, the Kafirs were by no means in a state of inlilC
tivity. Several incursions had been made into the colony, 
and to a considerable distance beyond the boundary, and 
with loss, both of life and property, on the part of the colo
nists. At Mr. Price's. farm, on Manley's Flats, 9 miles S. 
of Grahams Town, they carried off his cattle and wounded 
severely his herd; the cattle were, however, recovered sub
sequently, by a part7 ~J-'Burgbers in the Fish River Bush. 
At Mr; P. C. Daniels, ·at Grobbelaar's Kloof, they attacked 
his kraal two successive nights, and in both instances es
caped with booty. At Mr. Leech's, on the Karega, 8 miles 
west of Graham's Town, they made a similar attack with 
the like result. At Mr. Collett's, on the Koonap, a des
perate attack was made, which has been described by Mr. 
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Collett in a communication, of which the follO\\'ing is an 
extract:-

" May the 19th, 1835.-About half-past 6 on the evening 
of Wednesday, the 13th inst., and just before the moon
roee, one of my people ran in to inform me a body of Kafirs 
were coming on. I immediately took up my gun, and ran 
towards the kraal, (not anticipating an attack on my house,) 
but not finding them there, I collected my people, whose 
apartments are at some distance from my own, and flew im
mediately back to my own dwelling, in which the Kafirs 
had by this time entered ; but it would appear that three of 
the Kafirs, who remained outside at one of my windows, 
informed those within of our approach. Those rushed out, and 
ran instantly off. I, however, took the precaution to divide 
my people; so that whichever door they came out of, we 
might _be ready to receive them; on approaching the front 
of my house, they came out from the kitchen, just as 
my men were coming up, ana who immediately fired four 
charges of heavy shot among them; although not one of them 
was shot dead. We then pursued them into a small inclosure ; 
but the moon not being quite up, we could not well see 
them under the fence; but as they were heard to say when in 
the house, they came to put us to death, we challenged them 
in their own tongue to come on, which they, however, de
clined, and ran off with inconceivable swiftness across the 
enclosed field.· On returning to the house, I found to my 
inexpressible grief, they bad severely stabbed Mrs. Jacob 
Trollip in the right side, who with her husband were living 
with me, wounding also her infant which she held in her arms, 
slightly in the leg. On examination I soon perceived Mrs. 
Trollip's wound was of a serious nature, and at day-break in 
the tfle.rnin~ I sent to Beaufort for medical assistance. I bled 
her mean time myself, but it soon became evident her re
covery was hopeless, the assegai liaving pierced nearly 
through her body. She expired the following day about 
one o'clock P.11., and before any medical aid could be pro
cured, leaving her husband and one child about 14 months 
old to lament her loss. 

" The following night the Kafirs again attacked my kraal, 
and in spite of every effort, !?Ot off with 16 oxen and cows, 
so that I have now been compefi~d to send awayJmy remaining 
track-oxen, although requiring them for immediate use, and • 

• 
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also the one cow whi~h we had in milk; uor have I now 
a single beast on my farm," 

About the time of the above fatal occurrence, two young 
men, named Chipperfield and Bentley, were proceeding 
towards the Nottingham party, when they were way-laid 
and murdered. Not making their appearance, a party of 
volunteers was sent in search of them, and the body of 
Hemley was found pierced with numerous assegai wounds. 
The remains of the other was not found until a considerable 
time afterwards, Another youth named Jubber, was sent 
out at Bathurst in search of horses, and when only a few 
yards from the village, over the brow of the hill on its 
eastern side, be was assegaied. The corpse wus f9und the 
following day full of wounds. , :;.;i,. : .. 

Perhaps, however, the best idea of the state of ~e colll}~ry 
may be formed by the perusal of an account, writfitl by~:M'.r. 
M. Bowker and.publishea at the time, to the following effect:-

" About the 18th of this month, the Kafirs carried off four 
of our best horses and three spans of good oxen. A few 
days after they attacked Philip Robb's place (about three 
miles S. E. of Bathurst), threw an assegai at his wife's head, 
which cut through part of her cap, and carried off his cattle. 
On the 23d, a;;; two of my sons were retwning in the evening 
from their duty of inspecting the captured <;attle in this quarter, 
they observed the spoor of seven Kafirs on the sand before them, 
at the mouth of the Klienemond, whom they presently per
ceived ascending an adjacent hill, where they sat down. My 
two sons rode up to them, and they ran down the hiH, and just 
before they got ii1to the bush, one of them fired a long shot, 
which was returned by the marauders, who then plu~ed into 
the bush. We gave notice ofthis to our onlr two neighbours, 
Williams and G. Smith; the former immediately set off for 
Bathurst, and the latter came with his family, people, and 
cattle under our protection, and we all removed to my son 
Miles's place, with our cattle and sheep, as less encumbered 
by bush, and where we could better protect them. The 
second day after our removal the Kafirs, to the number of 25 
or 30 men, attacked us at half-past six o'clock, being Sunday 
evening. About half of them had got over the rail of the 
cattle kraal, when one was shot by a spring gun placed at the 
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kraal gate ; and though he had a broken thigh, and WM 
wholly unable to move, he threw his assegais at every bod,Y that 
approached him, and called out to his comrades not to mmd, as 
there were few to contend with. The Kafirs, however, made 
off, and were fired at from one side of the kraal by my four sons, 
and from the other by six of our black people and two boys, 
all of whom behaved well, with considerable effect, being very 
near. One Kafir was observed, during the firing, creep
ing on his hands and knees to the nearest kloof with a 
broken leg. The Kafirs that had got into the kraal, finding 
themselves so warmly assailed, poured out, throwing their 
assegais on every side, wounding two of the black people. 
My sons had very narrow escapes, the assegais passing them 
close in every direction, whilst they were firing with good 
dfoct ; so that the whole we1·e driven off without getting a 
single head of cattle, though several broke out during the 
affray. The first that was shot was naked, and another must 
have gone off in a sad plight, as a kaross was taken up at 
a distance covered with blood, and many were severely 
wounded. In the morning my sons, following their spoors, 
found they had separated, and gone off in four different par
ties. They had previously attacked the three separate divi
sions of captured cattle in small parties, and been repulsed, 
without driving off any of them. My sons again this morning 
on going 011 their inspection, met the principal officer coming 
to report that thq had been again attacked with some suc
cess on the part of the Kafirs, who had got off with some 
cattle. All this, and official orders being issued that all 
were to repair to close protection, have induced us most re
luctantly to take refuge at Bathurst, but which we purpose 
leaving again soon as possible." 

Within the new province, Col. Smith, with strong detach
ments, proceeded, on the 29th May, 1st and 4th of June, to 
scour the whole line of country on both banks of the Buffalo; 
destroying the enemy's huts and corn, and compelling him to 
move towards the Kye. In these several proceedings
executed with a rapidity which mt.st have been astounding to 
the encmy-1,500 hea<l of cattle, a few horses, and a flock 
of 2,000 goats were captured. Many women and children 
were taken prisoners, but they were treated with great kind
ness, and dismissed with an injunction from the commanding 
ollicer to aciprnint the men of their respective families that • 
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tbeir only security would be in their removal beyond the Kye.• 

At the period at which we have now arrived, it was im
possible for the most cursory obse"er to be insensible of the 
momentous crisis at which the colony had arrived. A most 
important measure-that of the extension of the colonial 
boundary-had been adopted by the Governor, with the view 
of filling UJ? the newly acquired territory with the Fingoes 
and more friendly tribes of Kafirs, who might thus, by being 
dependent on the colony, act as an effectual barrier against 

;_those formidable bands of'plunderers, whose continual forays 
upon the herds of the border farmers had been the cause of 
so much deep and general distress. His Excellency had only 
resoh·ed upon this step after the most careti.tl consideration 
of the subject in all its bearings, and from a firm conviction 
that it would not only tend to tranquilize the colonial frontier, 
but also essentially lead to the ctvilization of the barbarian 
tribes which would thus be placed within our jurisdiction. 
Still there was an influential party•in the colony, though not 
a numerous one, which opposed the measure with consider
able effect and determination. Distant fr6m the scene of 
commotion, their persons and property perfectly secure 
against the remotest chance of damage by the predatory 
incursions of the native hordes, it was easy to sit down and 
form an ingenious theory upon the subject of our frontier 
policy,-sacrificing under the guise of philanthropy the most 
vital interests of the inhabitants, to their impracticable and 
absurd dogmas. 

The necessity, therefore, of counteracting any such efforts 
by a public expression of opinion, was at once seen in the 
public meeti~gs which took place in vari?us parts of the 
colony, and m the several addresses to His Excellency the 
Governor, which emanated from these assemblies. On the 
6th and 9th of June, very numerous meetings of the frontier 
inhabitants were held at the Freemasons' Tavern, at Grahlm 's 
Town; when, after an animated discussion, the meeting una
nimously passed the following-

ADDRESS. 

The Inhabitants of Albany, convened in Public Meeting, beg 
respectfully to offer to your Excellency their sincere and ardent 

•Vide Appendix, numbered 22, 2S, 24, 26, 21, and 28. 
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expression of gratitude for that anxious solicitude which has been 
manifested for their welfare, and for those efficient measures.adopted 
by your Ex<;ellency to alleviate the pm·ailing and deep distress 
occasioned by the late irruption of the Ka6r hordes. They sensibly 
feel, whilst they convey this sentiment, that it is to your Excellency's 
paternal care and benevolence, that many of them have been pro
vided with a shelter from the inclemency of the weather, and with a 
refuge from that more intolerable evil, the Kafir barbarians. 

That in adverting to the late calamities which have befallen this 
once flourishing community/they feel it to be a duty which they owe. 
to their country, to themselves, and to their children, to state un• · 
equivocally to your Excellency their firm conviction, that the fre.. 
quent murders and continual plunders which have been committed 
on the farmers along this frontier during a series of late years by 
the Kafir tribescontiguous, may be mainly attributed to an-inefficient 
policy hitherto pursued in our relations with that people, and hence 
in their opinion an entire change of measures is necessary for the 
future security of the lives and property of the inhabitants. 

That without presuming to suggest to your Excellency the nature 
of those relations, or the basis on which they should be founded, they 
nevertheless cannot refrain from observing that one principal cause of 
those lamentable commotions which have prevailed so extensively 
along this frontier, and which have at length ended in the J'l4lll of 
the British settlement of Albany, and in the annihilation of a flounsh
ing lucrative inland trade, may be distinctly traced to the indefensi
bl_e character of the boundary hitherto maintained between the Kalir 
tribes and the colony ; and that it is their deliberate opinion, founded 
on the result of experience, that the only line of demarcation capa
ble of being protected against a people of such inveterate predatory 
habits as the I(afirs. is that formed by the bold precipitous and open 
banks of _the river Kye. 

That the Kafir tribes by their late unprovoked and atrocious ag
gressions in over-rurning this frontier,-wasting the country by fire 
and J?lunder, and barbarously murdering the exposed and defence
less mhabitants, have forcibly and indisputably shewn that it u 
esse.ial to the very existence of those occupying this part of the 
colony that such treacherous enemies should be removed to a safer 
distance ; and that as they have justly forfeited by their late crimes 
all legitimate claim to the territory comprised between the Keis
kam~a and the Kye Rivers, the inhabitants of Albany, convened 
at thJS meeting, are of opinion that your Excellency's determination 
to · annex that tract of country .to the colony will be attended with 
the !'1?st beneficial consequences to the inhabitants at large, and 
that 1t 1s the only means which offers a reasonable chance of future 
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aafcty, and the maintenance of tranquility between the natives and 
the frontier colonists. 

Under all these circumstances they, therefore, again most re
spectfully tender this expression of their gratitude to ycur Excel
lency for ~hose measures which, under the late difficult and trying 
circumstances, have been so wisely adopted and so energetically 
pursued. Their treacherous and barbarous enemies have been 
punished,-their immediate sufferings and most urgent wants have 
been alleviated and relieved,-their future security and comfort have 
been provided for, whilst your Exoellency has been made, in the 
hands of Providence, the honored liberator of a whole people from 
a state of the most galling and degrading bondage. Your Excel
lency has been placed in circumstances alike difficult and important: 
but if any thing can add to that inward satisfaction which arises 
from a consciousness of having been actuated by the noblest prin
ciple of our common humanity ,-a desire to relieve the necessitous, 
and "to save from death those who were ready to perish;" it will 
be that your Excellency has the grateful and fervent prayers of the 
destitute, the widow, and the orphan, for your temporal and eternal 
happiness. 

His Excellency the Governor having arrived at G1-aham's 
Town on the 12th June, the deputation of the inhabitants 
appointed at the public meeting, consisting of Messrs. C. 
Maynard, E. Norton, W. Cock, W. R. Thompson, and R. 
Godlonton, waited on him with the address on the 15th of 
that month ; to which His Excellency was pleased to make 
the following-

REPLY. 
I am profoundly sensible, gentlemen, of the gratifyng terms in 

which the inhabitants of Albany, whom you represent, have been 
pleased to address me. 

They have done me no more than justice i.,_attnbuting to me an 
" anxious solicitude for their welfare, and for the alleviation of the 
deep distress" which has befallen them in these times o •. ediRg 
calamity. · . 

This solicitude, and an unceasing endeavour to act a ngly, 
have been, and are, at once my bounden duty and my sincere 
desire; and I can only regret when my power in their fulfilment 
may be unequal to my will. 

It cannot but be a source of the highest satisfaction to me, that 
my recent measure of extending the colonial boundary, has met 
with the approving opinion of a body of gentlemen so well qualified 
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to estimate its justice and necessity, by tlie humane and enlightened 
views which they individually and collectively possess, and by the 
sound judgment resulting from local and practical experience. 

Of this measure, I will only here say, that I adopted it afler the 
most mature and careful consideration, and with a full sense of its 
responsibility, trusting as I firmly do, to the gracious approval of the 
King: because I felt it to be my imperative duty as a faithful servant 
of His Majesty, and as a conscientious Governor, to whom had 
been confided the interests-of such a colony, not to let slip the 
occasion of doing, now that it could be done with the most rigid 
adherence to the principles of public justice, that which sound policy,. 
and the future security and prosperity, nay, I may truly add, the 
very existence of the colony alike demanded. 

I beg of you to convey to the inhabitants by whom you have been 
deputed, my sincere acknowledgements for the kind feeling towards 
me which has dictated their address, and to a~sure them, as you 
may securely do, of my fervent wishes and my unwearied care, for 
the reviving and continued prosperity of Albany. 

To you, gentlemen, for the gratifying manner in which you have 
done·me the favor to communicate it to me, and which would have 
enhanced its value, had that been possible, my especial thanks are 
due, and I request you to accept of them. 

On Wednesday, the 17th June, a public meeting of the 
inhabitants was again called to receive the report of the 
deputation, and to consider the draft of a petition to the 
K1NG in Council which had been prepared 111 the interim. 
Accordingly, the following petition was unanimously ap
proved an1!sed; and after having been subscribed by 
upwards of n hundred of the inhabitants, was subse
,uently for rded to His Most Gracious Majesty. 

4tpETITI9fi TO THE KING IN COUNCIL, ~-. 60 the King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 
PLEASE Youa MAJESTY-

Th ble and dutiful petition of the undersigned inhabitants of 
the district of Albany, in the Eastern Province of the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope, most humbly sbeweth,-• 

That your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects are residents in 
that portion of your Majesty's dominions, which, in the year 1819, 
was appropriated for the reception of five thou~nd British-born sub
jects, who were induced to quit the shores of their native soil, 
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pursuant to an invitation made to them by the then exieting Ad
ministration of Government, and whose expenses of transport hither 
were defrayed by a Parliamentary grant of fifty thousand pounds 
of British money. 

That on the arrival of the British settlers, the following year, in 
this part of your Majesty's possessions, they found themselves m 
immediate contact with, and exposed to, the harrassing inroads of 
a treacherous, dishonest, and warlike race of barbarians, whose pre
datory incursions within tl1e colonial boundary were marked by the 
ruined farm-houses, and by the general de11olation spread over this 
part of your Majesty's dominions. That, but a few months previous 
to their arrival, these warlike clans had attacked the military head
quarters at Graham's Town, and were not repulsed until several 
hundreds of them had been slain on the field of action by the bra
very of your Majesty's troops. 

That, notwithstanding all these unfavorable circumstances, the 
British settlers, amongst whom were numerous of your Majesty's 
dutiful and loyal su~jects, the petitioners, succeeded, after many 
years ofprivation, of toil, of difficulty, and of danger, in establishing 
themselves on the aoil allotted for their residence: and, although 
se,·eral of their numbers fell, from time to time, victims to the bar
barians adjacent, being. cruelly murdered within the colonial boun
dary, yet your Majesty's petitioners were unceasing in their efforts 
to establish and maintain friendly relations with that restless, dis
honest, and faithless peopl~. 

That, at a period (viz: in the year 1823,) when many of your 
Majesty's petitioners were struggling with those trials and sufferings, 
a memorial was addressed by them to the then Secretary of State 
for the colonies, humbly praying for relief and protection; on which 
occa,;ion it was set forth that, " the most insupportable of their 
grievances arose from the constant depredations of the Kafirs, who 
had, with,n a few months, committed several murders, and deprived 
the settlement of the greater part of its cattle ;" and which the· 
memorialists went on to shew might be attributed to inertAess in the 
repression of inroads, and to the withdrawal of part of th~t "tary 
force which had vreviously been stationed along the front' r 
their protection. 

That your Majesty's petitioners most humbly state to you Ma
jesty, that the prayer of that memorial has not.been granted, and 
that the _consequence has been the frequent murder of your Ma
jesty's subjects, and the continual plunder of their property. That 
your Majeiffy's petitioners did not, however, suffer themselves to be 
depressed by these unfortunate circumstances; but exerted them
selves unceasingly and assiduously to improve, in every possible 
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way, the natural rrsourcrs of tl,e colony,-to promote the moml 
adv,mcement of their children, and of the colored classes, mixed 
amongst and living adjacent to them, and by opening new channels 
of trade into the interior, by which British rnanufa<:tured articles, 
to the amount of £150,000, were absorbed annually in exchange 
for the valuable raw staple produce of the country. 

That your Majesty's petitioners are fully warranted in stating, 
that these efforts were crowned with complete success. The trade 
and agriculture of the country were alike flourishing; and at the 
close of the past year, alter fifteen years arduous toil, the British 
settlement of Albany might jmtly be deemed to vie, in importrmce 
and promise, with any colony of equal duration and extent in any 
part of your Majesty's dominions. But your Majesty's petitioners, 
and most loyal and dutiful subjects, have now the melancholy and 
heart-rending task of humbly stating to your Majesty, that all their 
reasonable hopes have been blighted-their settlement, recently so 
smiling, and which by the hand of industry, had been reclaimed 
from a wilderness to the condition of a fertile province, has, by an 
irruption of the barbarian hordes, been laid waste by fire and plun
der,-the inhabitants on the line of frontier from the sea upwards, 
for a distance of ninety miles, have been driven from their homes to 
wander as houscless fugitives,-many of their friends and relatives 
have been barbarously murdered,-they have been reduced from 
comfort and affiuence to want and poverty,-their · trade has been 
annihilated,-many of .the defenceless and unresisting traders have 
been mercilessly slain, whilst unsuspectingly engaged in their peace
ful avocations,-and thetr property, to a very great amount, has been 
plundered and destroyed by the barbarian tribes. 

That Your Majesty's most humble and dutiful subjects, the Peti
tioners, deem it their bounden duty to Your Majesty, and to themselves, 
to state explicitly their deep conviction that their present calamitous 
situation may be directly traced to that disregard which has heen 
shewn to their repeated and urgent Petitions for protection and redress 
of existing grievances, and which disregard they cannot hesitate to 
attribute in part to those calumnies on their characters, as loyal 
British subjects, and to those misrepresentations of their actual con
duct, situation, and circumstances, and of the dispositions, hal-iits, 
and character, of the tribes beyond the colonial boundary, which 
have been publi,hed to the world by mistaken or designing writers, 
and so widely disseminated to their prejudice in every part of Your 
Majesty's dominions. 

That many of Your Majesty's Petitioners have been !'educed from 
comfort and affiuence to such extreme destitution, that they must 
have perished from want of foorl, or from exposure to the inclemency-
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of the weather, had it not been for the prompt, efficient, and truly 
benevolent exertions of Your Majesty's Governor of this colony, Sar 
Benjamin D'Urban, aided by the munificent contributions of those 
of their fellow-colonists in more prosperou, circwutancea. both here 
and in Your Majesty's Islands of the Mauritius and St. Helena adja
cent. And to such an extent is the prevailing distress, that it is 
shewn by an official record made by a " Board of Relief,'' ll{>pointed 
by Your Majesty's Governor on the spot, of which the Achng Dis
trict Chaplain is the President, that the number of persons reduced 
to absolute destitution, and whose most urgent necessities have been 
relieved, amounts to three thousand two hundred and twenty-seven 
persons, who, during this irruption, have had 239 farm houses de
stroyed by fire, and 262 pillaged of all their furniture and property: 
they have been plundered of 30,140 head of cattle, 964 horses, and 
55,554 sheep and goats, besides having bad most of their crops of 
corn and stacks destroyed and scattered over the face of the country. 
The foregoing details do not include any of the residents in the Kat 
River Settlement, to 1,500 of whom important relief has been 
afforded by the Board; nor do they refer to those sufferers who, 
1.lthough plundered of property to a large amount, have not been 
reduced to utter want and penury. 

That Your Majesty's Petitioners most humbly beg permission to 
~vcy to Your Majesty their deepCODviction, that one ca111e of their 
cpntinual sufferings from the plundering iacursiooa of the Kafirs, is 
the indefenail>le character of the boundary hitherto maintained be
tween that people and the colony; and that hence they are firmly 
and unani~oosly of opinion t\at unleu another boundary be fixed, 
the settlement of Albany, and a considerable part of the frontier 
from the sea upwards, must continue depopulated; and thus a large 
portion of Your Majesty's dominions must become unproductive and 
desert. Divine Providence having, however,crowned Your Majesty's 
arms with success in the expulsion of the barbarian hordes from your 
Majesty's dominions, and as their late unprovoked and wanton irrup
tion has been followed by a conquest of their territory ,-the present 
time appears to be a most favorable opportunity-and which, if lost, 
can never again recur except by a repetition of the same calamitous 
causes-of fixing a boundary more suitable to the colony; one which 
offers greater difficulties to escape with plunder ; which is more 
capable of defence; and which may render the inhabitants more 
secure against the future inroads of the native tribes. Hence, Your 
Majesty's Petitioners most humbly and fervently pray, that as the 
River Kn possesses all the advantages which can be desired, that 
the aoneiure to the colony of the country comprised \Mtween the 
Keiskamma and that river-as proclaimed by Your Majesty's Gover
nor of the colony, and which country the Kafir tribes had unjustly 
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usurped from the rightful possessors, may meet your Majesty's moat 
gracious approval and confirmation. 

That your Majesty's petttioners beg also must humbly to state to 
your Majesty, that another grievous disadvantage under which they 
manifestly labor, is their great distance from the seat of government: 
a circumstance which has been forcibly set forth by the Commis
sioners of Inquiry, appointed by his late revered Majesty, in their 
report, under date 6th Sept. 1826. 

Your Majesty's petitioners are fully impressed with the conviction, 
that were the recommendation of the commission in that particular 
adopted, and " a chief magistrate appointed for the Eastern Pro
vince of this colony, uniting in his own hands, and directing the 
civil and military authori~, and were some consistent principles 
applied to the intercouse of the colonists with the Kafirs and other 
tribes, their collision would be prevented, and the desultory warfare 
that has prevailed so extensively along a considerable portion of the 
frontier would cease;" your Majesty's petitioners and others of your 
Majesty'.s subjects would enjoy in safety the fruits of their industry ; 
.trade and agriculture would be stimulated and extended so as greatly 
to benefit, not J.hemselves alone, but also the mother country, and 
this division of the colony would become ere long one of the most 
valuable and prosperous of your Majesty's possessions. 

That your Majesty's petitioners and most dutiful and loyal subjects, 
beg leave most humbly to approach your Majesty, and to submit 
this their case to your gracious consideration, and should your 
Majesty, as they confidently hope from the justice of the case, 
deign to regard them with favor and to entertain their requests; 
they would then most humbly pray, that as their calamities have 
befallen them from causes over which they could have no control ; 
and as they have been left exposed thereto, notwithstanding the 
danger has been foreeeen, and the remedy pointed out and prayed 
for, both by the Commissioners of Inquiry and by your Majesty's 
petitioners themselves; your Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
cause inquiry to be made into thei1 conduct and circumstances, in 
order that the opprobium and obloquy under which they have so 
long and so unjustly labored by the misstatements of dishonest or 
mistaken persons, may be removed; that reasonable ~rotection to 
life and property may be afforded; that just and we.II defined rela
tions may be entered into with the native tribes adjacent; and that 
the sufferers by the late irruption of the Kafirs may receive compen
tion· for their severe and ruinous losses ; and to which they have a con -
fi<lent hope that your Majesty's paternal care and benevolence, and 
tl1ejustice and humanity of the British nation will deem them entitled. 

And your Majesty's most humble, dutiful, and loyal subjects will 
ever pray. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Skirmishes between the Fingoes and Ka.firs-And the latter and 
Colonial forces-Progress of improvement at King William's 
Town-Fate of Lieutenant C. Bailie-His character-Public 
Meeting at Cape Town-Address of the Inhabitants to the Go
vernor-Journey of His Excellency along tlte Frontier-Pub
lic Meeting at Graajf-Reinet-Address to the Governor-His 
Excellency's Reply-Narrow ,escape of Capt. Ross-Public 
Meeting at Port Elizabeth-Massacre of part of tlte crew of 
the "James," near the Buffalo River-Attack of the Ka.firs 
on Fort Wellington-Incursion within the Colony-Affair 
between Ka.firs and FingoP,s-Major M' Lean's Patrole-Suc
cessful operations of Major Cox -Capt. Alexander's rencon
tre-Conference of Major Cox with the Chiefs Macomo 
and Tyali-Cessation of Hostilities-Faithless conduct of the 
Ka.firs-Gallant conduct of the Field-commandant Piet Uys
Treaty of Peace-Concluding Remarks. 

It could not be expected that the Fingoes, situated as they 
were in the immediate neighbourhood of the hostile Kafirs, 
would remain long without an attack from their former task-

, masters. Skirmishes between them were almost of daily 
occurrence ; but the Fingoes defended themselves with great 
perseverance and bravery ; and though they lost several of 
their number by the bullets or the assegais of their oppo
nents, yet they maintained their ground, and succeeded in 
repelling their assailants in every attack. 

The exertions of the Colonial troops were incessant. Pa
troles were constantly out in every direction, harrassing the 
enemy and in captunng their cattle, wherever they chanced 
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to meet with them. Still, no disposition was manifested by 
him to submit to the British power. Secure in his strong 
holds of the wooded mountains, he continued his desultory 
warfare with obstinacy, and-at times, with partial success.· 

In the mean tirne Col. Smith had established himself 
firmly at King William's Town, which, under his indefati~
ble exertions, soon began to assume an appearance of civili
zation. Amidst his active military duties, time was found to 
attend to the peaceful pursuits of agriculture. Ploughs were 
seen busily at work,--gardens were laid out and planted,
and the scene soon began to wear an appearance of cheerful 
prosperity. ,. 

The following account from the published proceedings of 
the day, will give a good idea of tlie nature. of the struggle 
maintained at this period within the New Province. . 

"At 2 o'clock on the morning of 18th June, Lieuts. Bailie 
and Biddulph, with ·30 of the Provisional Battalion each, 
were directed to march ~n to penetrate the de.ep recesses 
of the ravines, near the Line Drift road over the Keiskamma. 
and the woody heights of the Umdezzeni, extending towards 
the poorts of the Buffalo, and to return to King William's 
Town. . On this day five Kafirs were killed, many wounded ; 
one gun and many assegais taken; 4 horses, 35 head of 
cattle, and great numbers of goats. The Kafirs appeared 
so numerous, that Lieut. Bailie conce1'fing it adviseable to 
penetrate the woody kloofs of the Umdezzem with a more 
efficient force, detached Lieut. Bidduleh to head-quarters for 
a reinforcement. Col. Smith immediately directed Capts. 
Craven, of the ] st, and Rawstorne of the 2d, to march at 
3 o'clock, when the moon was up. Lieut. Biddulph proceed
ing as the guide. In two days' operations, most judiciously 
and _s_piritcdly conducted by these officers and their soldiers, 
the Kafirs had 12 killed and many wounded ; two guns, and 
many assegais were taken; together with 11 horses, 45 head 
of cattle, and upwards of 1,000 goats; a great quantity of 
corn was also destroyed. Our loss was one lieutenant, 1st 
Provi~ional Battalion, slightly w?unded in ~e hand, _and 
one Fmgoe shot through the thigh. The Fmgoes behaved 
well, and several had bullets through their karosses. On the 
18th Lieut. Biddulph's party had a very severe _skirmish ~tli 
the enemy, who were well armed. On the arnval of Lieut. 
Biddulph, orders were sent to Capt. Jarvis to defach Lieuts. 
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Sutton and Granet, 10 mounted and 50 dismounted men, to 
act in the rear of the heights of the U mdezzeni; and to cut 
off any fur.· tives which might be driven over the Deba flats. 
This patro, as was anticieated, fell in with the enemy, killed 
three,-took many assegais,-wounded several, and brOlight 
out of the dense tiush 20 head of cattle, many goats, 1 Hot
tentot man, 4 women, ( one the wife of the celebrated Baba, 
c-aptain of the Kafir-Hottentot company) and 16 children; 
the Hottentot states that Eno's white son was in the 
party attacked ; that the Kafirs are reducl'd to great ex
tremity for want of provisions ; and harrassed and distressed 
beyond measure. 

1 "The same day a patrol of 20 men, with Lieuts. Kelso and 
Puleston, succeeded in taking from T'Slambie's people, near 
the Kye, 157 oxen (50 of their own cattle and the rest colonial) 
and four horses. The enemy were daring and numerous, 
attempting to retake the cattle, in which attempt several 
were wounded ; ten were armed with guns; but as they never 
fired a shot, it is presumed their ammunition had been expend
ed. Seven· hundred head cJf captured cattle have this day ar
rived at the district head-quarters from Forts Warden and 
Wellington: and 1,400 head of captured cattle marched 
yesterday for Tambookie Vlei (Kat River Settlement). 

"On the 25th June, Lieuts. Bailie and Biddulph, 1st Pro
visional Battalion, with thirty men each, ~ain marched for 
the woods of the Umdezzeni. Lieut. Biddufph has, however, 
since returned to King William's Town; but Lieut. Bailie is 
still out; his firing was heard this day near the Tabendoda 
Mountains." . 

This gallant young officer never had the ~ood fortune to 
return. For some considerable time his fate, and that of 
the men with him, was enveloped in considerable mystery. 
It appeared improbable that the whole party should be cut 
off, and not even one escape to tell the fate of his com 
panions ; equally unlikely did it appear that the enemy, if 
he were so successful as to destroy the whole, w4:mld ~ot 
vaunt of the exploit, and be encouraged to make his sal~1es 
from his fastnesses in the mountains with greater . audacity. 
Subsequent events, however, sufficiently cleared up all the 
circumstances of this fatal occurrence, and which were as 
follows:-

I / 
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The whole of this detachment marched from head-quarters 
at 4 o'clock P. M. of the 25th June, and on approaching the 
kloofs, Lieut. Bailie directed Lieut. Biddulph to march upon 
them, to bivouac for the night, and penetrate them at day
light; whilst he (Lieut. Bru.lie) would march by the Taben
doda mountains, enter the bush there, and intercept any of 
the enemy who might fly from the Umdezzeni in his direction : 
both to concentrate the following day under the Tabendoda 
mountains, from whence they were to return to the camp 
together. Whilst at the place of rendezvous, early on the 
evening of the 26th June, eleven shots were distinctly heard 
by Lieut. Biddulph's party in the direction of the thorny 
wooded country which skirts the base of the Tabendoda hill. 
This was answered by five guns, as agreed upon for a signal. 
To the surprise of Lieut. Biddulph the party did not join 
him that evening. The next morning they again heard firing 
in the direction of a ridge which divides the streams that fall 
into the Keiskamma on one side, and into the Buffalo on the 
other. During the whole of this day the firing was heard 
at short intervals, and Lieut. Biddulph waited for some time, 
expecting Lieut. Bailie to join him. Finally, two scattered 
voHies were heard, and no report afterwards. Lieut. Bid
dulph having waited the time they were ordered to con
tinue out, then marched to head-quarters, and reported 
his proceedings to the Commanding Officer. 

It appears that Lieut. Bailie on separating from this officer, 
soon entered the woody country which surrounds the Taben
doda. Here he was observed by the enemy, who was in great 
force in that immediate neighbourhood. On the afternoon 
of the 26th June, the Kafirs gave him "a fresh spoor ;" or 
_in other words, they walked before him, for the purpose of 
leading him into a difficult and rugged part of the moun
tains, where they had assembled in great numbers with the 
intention of attacking him. In the ardour of his pursuit he 
crossed the Tabendoda, and descended the valley of the 
Kieskamma ; coming &o close upon the enemy by the even
ing as to wound some of them. After the close of the day, 
he c~mmenced his retreat towards the place appointed for 
rendezvous ; but was unable to reach it, and slept on the 
top of a ridge, sheltered by the ruins of a dwelling, in which 
a trader named Kent, on the breaking out of the war, was 
barbarously murdered. At dawn of the following day, the 
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Kafirs attacked the little party with great impetuosity, killing 
one man; but were repulsed with determined bravery and 
with considerable loss. The chiefs, however, succeeded in 
rallying their followers, and in again leading them on to the 
attack. During this time Lieut. Bailie and his men were 
endeavouring to force their way through the wooded broken 
country down the face of the mountains, direct for the camp. 
At every step they were fiercely assailed by the barbarian 
foe; who, however, paid dearly fol' his temerity. On reach
ing the base of the mountain, seven of this gallant little 
band had fallen by the assagai of the enemy. 

Still the remainder made progress, and a part of them at 
least, would, there is every reason to believe, have escaped, 
having nearly reached the open country; but on reaching 
the valley of the Maleendee, (about two miles south of the 
Missionary Institution of Perrie) the enemy received a con
siderable reinforcement. . This enabled them completely to 
surround their victims, and at the moment they were in the 
act of crossing a small stream, called the Umxesha, a large 
body of the enemy sprang up from the long grass in which 
they had concealed themselves, and made a desperate rush 

. upon them. This was met by two vollies. But being at the 
moment compelled, from the nature of the ground, to se
parate into two parties, the whole, with the exception of 
their gallant officer f<;ll, pierced with innumerable wounds. 
He did not fire with his men on their making their final effort, 
but sprang into a small thicket near the spot, where with 
matchless heroism he met his fate. Three of the enemy 
rushed upon him, two of whom were shot dead by a dis
char~e from both barrels of his gun. One of these was a 
chief .named Tchalecsay; but he then, having no further 
means of defence, was instantly overpowered and slain.• 

The fate of Lieut. Bailie was not only deplored by his 
brother officers and by the men with whom he served, but 
by all who knew him. The high ~steem in which he was held 
by the Commander of the Province, may be gathered from 

, the following extract from a " District Order" published on 

•The spot was subsequently visited by the father of this gallant and ·amia~ 
ble young man, who collected the remains of the brave men who fell, and 
consigned them to one common grave on the spot, which is now markec:J by 
a heap of stenes. The Rev. Mr. Chalmers was present on this occasion,and 
o1fered up, with the little party who had assembled, a most impressive prayer. 
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the occasion. Although his death had been then fully ascer
tained ; the particulars we have narrated above were not 
known for some time afterwards, and which will account for 
the phraseology made use of. 

" Lieut. Bailie was an officer of the most cautious, though enter
prising character, bold and undaontal, discreet and judicious, pos· 
sessing every qualification to render him hercafterfi)ne of the brightest 
ornaments of his profession ; he had more experience in this de
sultory warfare than almost any other officer; had frequently dis
tinguished himself in his rencontres with the enemy ; and such was 
the unlimited confidence placed in him by the officer commanding 
the Province, that whatever was the number of men given him to 
command, complete success was anticipated. Some disaster of no 
ordinary cast, over which human foresight has no control, must 
have occurred to this officer and his gallant hand ; and whatever it 
may have been, most assuredly he fell as he had lived-a soldier 
and a CHRISTIAN : affording a br:ght example of 'both. 

"Although it is not permitted a soldier to lament the loss of his 
comrade, yet the feeling of the man will sometimes predominate 
over the iron heart of the soldier : and if deep grief in such cases 
can be pardoned, all who knew this meritorions officer may be 
unfeignedly forgiven for indulging in it. 

" That he and his gallant band fell in the service of their country 
as became men, cannot be doubted; and while the mystery of their 
fate augments the affliction of their friends and relatives, it ensures 
them the deep and universal sympathy cf their comrades in arms. 

" A nominal list of the men who composed this party, specifying 
whether married or single, to be immediately furnished, in order 
that provision may be made for their wives and children." 

That his premature fate may be considered as a 1Ublic 
loss, will be gathered from the following sketch of h18 his
tory. At the time of his arrival in this colony in 1820, he 
was ten years of age, and at that early period was distin
guished for intelligence and steadiness of' deportment. Ac
customed, from his arrival in this colony, to the use of a 
gun, he soon acquired such skill as a marksman, that even 
amongst the youth of Albany, where precision in firing is 1 

general, he was considered to have arrived at extraordinary 
excellence. In the neiahbourhood where he resided-viz. 
the S. E. angle of the Aibany district, he was universally 
beloved for his benevolence of heart. A$ be grew UP' to· 
wards manhood, he manifested great intrepidity and skill as 
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a hunter; frequently would his ardor in the punuit of the 
wild animals which are peculiar to this part of Africa, such 
as the elephant, hippopotami, buffalo, tiger, wolf, &c. lead 
him deep into the recesses of the forest, where he would 
wander for days, sometimes without a companion, and with 
no other dependance, either for food or self-defence, but his 
trusty firelock. When successful in the pursuit of game, 
he would often J>roceed to the cottage of a J>OOr family and 
present them with the spoil of his gun, or direct them to 
the spot where they might find it. As he advanced still 
further in life, this romantic fondness for adventure was 
materially diminished. Possessing naturally a highly re
flective mind-and which had been improved by reading 
and the converse of a small circle of intelligent friends-he 
began to look with feelings of considerable commiseration 
on the neighbourhood around him. He saw that from the 
scattered state of the populatio'n, the children were growing 
up in ignorance ; that there was no public worship; and 
tliat every thing manifested considerable moral declen
sion : and he not only had the sagacity to devise a plan to 
meet the difficulty, but the benevolence and the courage to 
execute it. With his own hands he fitted up a place for 
Divine Worship, and here he assembled the people for the 
public service of Goo, officiating himself with the utmost 
solemnity and considerable ability as the minister,-an office 
for which his decided piety peculiarly fitted hi.m. In this 
little building he organizea a Sunday school, in which the 
children were trained to reverence the Sabbath, and tau~ht 
the rudiments of learning. Besides these works of charity, 
there was no family for miles round but what he visited, 
advising, encouraging, and assisting them to the utmost of 
his power. About 18 months before the Kafir irruption, he 
had united himself in marriage to a suitable partner,---one 
of congenial habits with bis own ; and they had commenced, 
conjointly, a boarding school, with the most flattering pros
pect of success. Their most trying difficulties had been sur
mounted,-the Christmas recess bad arrived, and their 
scholars bad just quitted school for the respective residences 
of their parents,-when the Kafirs burst into the colony. 
His dwelling and all bis property were swept off or destroyed. 
by the fire-brand of the invaders, and he was at once 
hurled from a situa~on of enviable comfort, to absolute des-

. ,.-· 4 C 
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titution. Called to take up arms in defence of the common 
cause, he at once distinguished himself for his conduct and 
bravery in the field, as he had for his gentleness and bene
volence in the walks of private life. In the defence of his 
country, at the early age of 25 years-a period when hope 
decks the path of hfe with the brightest flowers-he fell, 
and fell with an honor which must ever reflect lustre on the 
name of a British Settler of Albany.* 

But to resume our narrative :-On the 30th June, a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of C~pe Town was held m the 
Commercial Hall, at which Col. Bird, late Colonial Secre
tary, presided. On this occasion a discussion took place 
which was conducted with great ability ; and the result was, 
the transmission to His Excellency the Governor of the 
following-

ADDRESS. 

To His Excellency Major-General Sir BENJAMIN D'URBAN, 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, ~c. ~c. 

" We, the undersigned freeholders, merchants, and others, in
habitants of Cape Town and its vicinity, have, in conformity with 
the resolutions of a public meeting, held this day in the Com
mercial Exchange, the honor to render to your Excellency our 
warm thanks for the prompt and energetic measures directed and 
pursued by you for the repulsion of those tribes of Kafirs, which, 
without any previous notice, or just provocation,-simultaneously 
broke into and devastated the whole hne of the Eastern Frontier; 
and also for the active benevolence displayed by your Excellency in 
relieving the extreme distress and privation into which the inha
bitants of those districts were plunged by the atrocities committed 
by the invaders. Our admimtion and gratitude have been excited 
by the combination of vigor, temper, forbearance, and justice which 
has marked the whole course of your Excellency's proceedings 
throughout the war; and we feel assured, that the terms of peace 
which the continued l1ostility and treachery of the invading tribes 
and their abettors justified your Excellency in directing to them, 
and the occupation of the territory from which those tribes have 
been necessarily and justly expelled, are well calculated to provide 
for the future safety of the colony. We view the release of so large 
a body as from ten thousand to fifteen thousand -Fingoes from the 

-The high opinion entertained of this gallant young officer by His Excel 
lency the Governor, is well expressed in the" General Orders" of tile day 
Vide Appendix, No. 29. • 
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oppressive thraldrom they had so long endured under the dominion 
of Hintza, their location in the territory vacated by the hostile tribes, 
and the placing of them, and such of the Kafir tribes as have con
tinued faithful to the C!)lony, under the protection of His Majesty, 
within the pale of civilization, and subject to the general laws of 
the colony, as measures embracing the soundest policy, with eh
larged views of philanthropy and humanity. 

" Deeply impressed with these sentiments, and convinced that an 
attitude of firmness and determination towards the uncivilized tribes 
on our border can alone inspire confideoce, and lead to the pros
penty of our fellow colonists in that divillion of the settlement, 
whose prospects and lives are involved in the issue, we earnestly 
hope and confidently trust, that the whole ol your Excellency's pro
ceedings, and especially the provision made for the future security 
of the colony, will receive the full approval and confirmation of His 
Majesty." 

On the 8th July His Excellency the Governor again quit
ted Graham's Town for the frontier, taking his route to the 
s~uthward, an~ visiti!lg Bathurst ; from thence, crossing th_e 
Fiver, at Kafir s Drift, he proceeded along the ceded tern
tory up to the Kat River. In the course of this journey, 
the most careful attention was paid to the situation and 
wants of the Fingoes ; and also to the inhabitants of the 
Kat River settlement, whose statements he listened to with 
the greatest attention, assurin~ them that if they continued 
to evince, by their good conduct and their undeviating ad
herence to the laws, they were deserving of countenance and 
support, he would do every thing in hi,; power to ensure them 
future comfort and happiness. 

On the 3d of July a public meeting of the inhabitants of 
Graaff-Reinet was held in the public School Room, to take 
under consideration the measures adopted by His Excellency 
for the expulsion of the Kafir hordes and the futme security 
of the frontier against thei1· aggressions. This meeting was 
adjourned to the 17th July, when the following address to 
the Governor was unanimously approved of and passed. 

THE GRAAF-REINET ADDRESS. 

To His Excellency Major-General Sir B. D'URBAN. K. C. B., 
K. C. H., and K. T. S., Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, ~c. ~c. ~c. 
"We., the undersigned, inhabitants of Graaff-Reinet, would not 

<lo justice to our feelings were we to delay conveying to your Ex-
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cellency some feeble expression of the sentiment& of gratitude and 
respectful attachment which the whole course of the measures pur
sued with a view to the righteous chastisement of the public enemy, 
and ito the ensoring the future tranquility of the eastern frontier, 
have excited in our minds, in common with 'those of our fellowco
biists, in a degree and with a unanimity of which there have been 
few examples in the history of the colony. 

" Your Excellency found some of the most prosperous and improv
ing districts of this colony overrun and desolated by savages, upon 
whom the forbearance of the government, and every effort towards 
their civilivation and CQ&Version, had, to all appearance, been thrown 
away; who evidently ascribed lenity to fear and favor; and indul-
gence to weakness and credulity. · 

" Your Excellency speedily perceived in the habits of the predatory 
tribes, the utter impossibility of exacting from them, except at a 
most disproportionable cost of blood and treasure, any sufficient 
indemnification for the ruinous losses they bad inflicted upon His 
Majesty's subjects, or any satisfactory guarantee against recurrences 
of these disasters, so frequent as to endanger the very existence of 
this colony as the residence of civilized man; and finding at the 
same time, that an extension of the colonial boundary which might 
operate as an intelligible punishment upon the guilty, was the only 
mode by which they could be sensibly visited with a just penalty 
for their unprovoked and treacherous invasion, your Excellency most 
justly decided upon driving the guilty tribes back to a safer distance ; 
where, still in possession of sufficient provision against absolute want, 
they have abundant space to maintain themselves. without endanger
ing their neighbours or the peace of the colony. 

"Your Excellency found this portion of the British territories limited 
by a boundary infinitely less defensible than an imaginary line over 
an open country would have been, inasmuch as the Fish River is an 
extensive forest, with deer and wooded ravmes, extending far and 
wide into the district o Albany to the west, and into the ceded 
territory to the east, and where, from a period long previous to the 
establishment of Albany, the Kafirs had been enabled and accus
tomed to secret their plunder, and to defy the weak attempts which 
could, at that time, be made to runish or dislodge them, and which 
has ever facjlitated-those partia or general incursions which have 
for so many years laid the property of the colonists at the mercy of 
the savages, and which gave to them for some time entire possession 
of a large portion of the colonial territory. In exacting a territorial 
forfeiture for the late unprovoked irruption, your Excellency as
sumed as a boundary l. ine not liable to those objections; a line alike 
recommended by sound policy, and denoted by nature; the just 
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maintainance of which may, we trust, materially contribute to the 
effectual protection of the colonists, and to a more peacful state of 
relations with even the expelled tribes, than has hitherto existed, 
or can possibly exist, while the only boundary between ungoverned 
tribes of habitual robbers, and the herds of the colonists, is an al
most pathless forest. 

" But it is to the sound and beneficent policy of your Excellency 
in locating, within the new boundary, and under British laws, the 
oppressed Fingoes, and the more peaceably disposed of the Kafir 
tribes, that we chiefly look for future protection and consequent 
prosperity, and which justly entitles your Excellency to the grati
tude of the colonists, and to the earnest support of every true friend 
of rational humanity. It has been the misfortune of all the mea
sureshitherto adopted for the protection of this colony from savages, 
that the great principle of national justice, which combines protec
tion of the innocent, with punishment of the guilty, could not be 
invariably or successfully observed. It has been our good fortune 
that your Excellency's wisdom has devised a mode of removing this 
stigma from our intercourse with savage men, and exhibited in a 
form which even the most savage must unde.rstand, such a striking 
contrast between the justice and mercy of a christian state and the 
exterminating wars of the native tribes, as will teach a lesson, which 
must speedily induce more distant hordes, instead of crowding upon 
our boundary for the advantages of plunder and the security of im
punity, to court only the benefits to be derived from our institutions 
and our friendship, and to respect our justice as much as they have 
been taught to dread our power. 

"We cannot, Sir, suffer ourselves fora moment to doubt, that a 
just and generous policy, calculated at once to confine punishment 
to the guilty, to defend our present possessions, and to elevate and 
civilize the nations favored with the protection of our laws, will 
meet the entire approbation of His most gracious Majesty. 

"It is with deep humiliation that we perceive, that this colony con
tains a small number of mistaken or factious persons capable of 
misrepresenting the objects and tendency of these beneficent mea
sures, or incapable of justly appreciating them ; but when we ob
serve that the opinions of these persons receive no countenance 
among the judicious and well informed colonists, but owe the degree 
of credit they may have acquired with a portion of the. British pub
lic, chiefly to their own partial and fallacious statements, we cannot 
doubt that the sound information will be sought from better and 
more authentic sources; that the full inquiry prayed for by the 
frontier colonists will at length be granted ; when such of our fellow 
subjects in Great Britain as have been hitherto incorrectly informed 
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regarding our affairs, will, however tardily, be led to acknowledge~ 
that the colonists, and in particular the inhabitants of the Kafir 
frontier, are actuated by a feeling very remote from that spirit of 
aggression and hostility which has been so unjustly attributed to 
them; and where it will be discovered that those measures which 
are most likely to advance the general interests of humanity 
and civilization, and to redound to the advantage and to the honor 
of England, are also those which are most consonant to the wishes 
and the interests of the colonists. 

"We would not, Sir, dwell so long upon this topic were it not 
painfully evident that the same spirit of partial philanthropy, which 
seeks gratification in untrue statements of the colonial and of the 
S\lvage character, has a direct tendency to give an undue stimulus 
to the desires or the pretensions of the savages, and has been ac
tively and successfully exerted in rendering nugatory, the imperfect 
means of defence against external enemies afforded by arraying the 
armed inhabitants on commando. 

" Your Excellency must have seen with what cost and sacrifice to 
the colonists these compulsory arrays are attended, and how the 
peaceful occupations of the husbandman or the trader are thereby 
interrupted, while at the same time their best endeavours at the 
proper fulfilment of this onerous duty would appear to have deprived 
them of the applause and the sympathy of many of their fellow 
subjects. 

"We, therefore, pray your Excellency, to take into favorable con
sideration the claims of the inhabitants, while the circumstances of 
the colony will not admit of their being relieved at once from the 
burden and from the opprobrium of serving on commando, to an 
equitable remuneration by a temporary remission of taxes, or other
wise for the services they have rendered to the colony during the late 
commando, either personally, or by furnishing wagons, teems, or 
horses for His Majesty's service. 

"We would further desire most respectfully, but most earnestly, to 
implore your Excellency to impress upon His Majesty"s Government 
the importance, the necessity, and the justice of compensating our 
unfortunate fellow colonists to the full amount of all the losses they 
have sustained by the late calamitous invasion ; of making some 
public provision for the widows and orphans of those colonists, of all 
classes, who have either been murdered by the enemy, or have 
fallen, or been disabled by wounds, in repulsing or punishing the 
savage invaders. We would also beg to offer this expression of our 
sincere gratitude to your Excellency, for the generous and necessary 
measures adopted for the immediate relief of the sufferers by the 
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Xafi.r invasion, until their lamentable situation, and their, powerful 
claims upon national justice, can be fully brought before His Majesty's 
Government. 

"We conclude, by expressing our fervent hopes that your Excellency 
may long enjoy the gratitude of the colonists, the approval of a 
satisfied conscience, and the well-merited favor of our most gracious 
Sovereign, for a line of policy which we most sincerely believe is 

·calculated to shed around the British name a lustre more enduring 
than mere conquest can ever bestow. 

(S:gned) C. G. OscnE, Chairman," 
And Two Hundred and Sixty other persons. 

The reply of Sir Benjamin D'U rban to this address, is 
characteristic of the wntel'. While it displays his benevo
lent sympathy for the unfortunate sufferers by this invasion ; 
it animadverts in a tone of becoming indignation on the con
duct of those who at such a moment of distress had en
deavoured to sacrifice the cause of their countrymen, to a 
spirit of party, or to a much baser motive .. Th_e following 
is a copy of this important document. 

Reply of His Excellency Sir B. D'UaBAN, to the Graajf-Reinet 
Address. 

•• Srn,•-I have read, with great satisfaction, the address which 
you have done me the favor to present to me from the inhabitants of 
Graaff-Reinet. 

' 1 Theirexpres3ions of unanimous approbation and of attachment, 
have gratified me deeply ; and I request you to return to them my 
sincere and cordial thanks. 

"The favorable opinion of a body of gentlemen, at once so nume
rous, so enlightened, and of such matured experience, in all the 
circumstances and bearings of the subject upon which it has been 
given, cannot fail to be very pleasing and acceptable to me. 

"The views and motives which they have attributed to me, as the 
ground of the measures which I have recently adopted, are jui-tly 
and accurately stated. These measure-; I have felt it my paramount 
duty, alike to the King and to the colony, to pursue; and I humbly 
trust that His Majesty may be graciously pleased to approve and 
confirm them. 

"I, too, have observed with a regret corresponding to that expressed 
in the address, and, I acknowledge, not without painful astonish-

-The address was presented to His Excellency by Capt. Campbell, the 
Civil Commissioner for Albany and Sonienet. 
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ment, the dangerous efforts of some (I would fain hope but a very 
few) persons within the colony, to sacrifice the cause, and to degrade 
the character, of their fellow-countrymen, in defence of those of a 
savage and treacherous enemy ; nor do they scruple even to pass 
over unnoticed, or to hold as trifling, the almost unequalled sufferi~ 
of the former in the barbarous invasion which laid the frontier dis
tricts in blood and ashes; while they earnestly invite all commisera
tion for the case of the latter. 

"Whatever may be the real and ultimate object of this perversion 
of facts and inferences, its manifest and immediate tendency is,-at 
home, to deceive and mislead His Majesty's government and the 
people of England, by making the "worse appear the better cause;" 
and so to shut the sources of sympathy and ass~tance there against 
the sufferers; here,-in the colony, to paralize the operations, and 
impede the success of a war, not of choice, but of stern necessity, 
and waged (if ever war were waged)" Pro aris etfocis." 

"These misrepresentations have not failed to produce all the per
nicious present effects, which the address imputes to them; and I 
may not, here, conceal my conviction that the support thus extended 
to the cause of the enemy, and the reprobation lavished upon that 
of the colonists,-as recklessly maintained,-as industriously dis
seminated,-having been communicated to the savage chiefs, have 
supplied an encouragement which has acted as an incentive to re
animate among them a spirit of resistance which had been well nigh 
extinguished; has prevented the submission which they had been 
about to make; and has consequently been a main cause of their 
recently-renewed and obstinate hostilities on the side of the moun
tains; and of the continued bloodshed by which it has been neces
sarily attended. 

"Hence, too, has in a great degree arisen the necessity which has 
compelled me, unwillingly, again to call out a portion of the burgher 
force; for which, however, (as will have been seen) I have provided 
an equivalent remuneration, by daily pay and rations, during this 
temporary service. · 

"Assuredly I will not fail to use my most earnest solicitations with 
the government that compensation may be made to His Majesty's 
faithful subjects who have been thus visited with calamities rarely 
paralleled, as unexpected and unavoidable, as they were undeserved 
by any act of the sufferers ; and which neither prudence nor foresight 
on their part could have controlled or averted. 

"I beg of you, Sir, in conveying these my sentiments to the inha
bitants of Grc1aff-Reinet, to repeat to them my acknowledgments for 
the gratifying expression of kind feeling towards me whicll prevades 
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their address, and with which especially it concludes : and to assure 
them of my sincere and fervent wishes for their welfare, collectively 
and individually, and for the prosperity of Graaft"-Reinet. 

-, I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your moat obedient and moat humble servant, 

(Signed) B. D'UaB.u.• 0 

On the 4th and 5th_July, very extensive operations were 
directed by Col. Smith from the mouth of the Kye to the 
mouth of the Kahoon. These movements were not made 
without considerable resistance ; and in one instance, a de
tachment of the Colonial force bad a most narrow escape 
from being cut off by the enemy. This party, _ under the 
command of Capt. Ro!IS, of the Mounted Ride Corps, 
having entered the Gonube bush, suddenly found them
selves in the presence of a very superior force of the enemy, 
who attacked them furiously. At the first onset, Capt. 
Ross's horse was wounded under him, and several others 
belonging to his men captured. The defence, however, was 

_ no less determined than the attack : a steady well directed 
fire was· kept up, which being beard by other parties in 
the same neighbourhood, reinforcements arrived just as Capt. 
Ross, hard passed by the enemy, had made good his 
retreat to the edge of the bush. With this addition to his 
force, the enemy was attacked in turn, and with so much 
success, that six horses were re-captured, and a considerable 
number of cattle taken. In this affair, two of the colonial 
force were wounded, whilst many of the enemy were slain. 

On the 13th and 16th July:, public meetings were held at 
Port Elizabeth, when the following address to His Excel
lency the Governor was unanimously passed. 

ADDRESS, 

To Hil E,:cellency Major-General Sir BKNJAMIN D'URBAN, 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, tc. tc. t.c, 

"MAY IT PLEASE Youa ExcELL&NCY,-

" We, the undersigned, landholders, merchants, traders, and other 
inhabitants of the residency of Port Elisabeth, beg leave to offer 

• A petition from the inhabitants of this district to the King, on the all'aira 
of this frontier, was 1ubsequeotly transmitted home; for which see Appendis. 
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our unfeigned congratulations upon your Excellency"s safe retora 
from the Kafir war. 

"Much as we have to deplore the great sacrifice of life and property 
wh1eh has been the consequence of the unprovoked aggressions, and 
devastating inroads, of our savage invaders, we cannot be too grate
ful _to that Pro,·idence which directed your Excellency to t11e helm. 
at a crisis the moet awful which ever impended over this colony, and 
which it required the utmost wisdom in c9uncil, and prudence in 
the field, to avert. 

" While we tender our humble but jast tribute ~f admi"'tion of your 
Excellency's skilful mil.tary combinations, and energetic measures, 
by which the late contest has been brought to auume so favorable 
an aspect, we must, at the same time, bear testimony to the merciful 
forbearance which has characterized your Excellency's proceedings, 
and to the solicitude evinced by your Excellency for the alleviation 
of the sufferings of the distressed. 

" Above all we desire to congratulate your Excellency upon that 
great act of philanthropy, which cannot fail to confer lastmg bonor 
\.D your Excellency's name--the release of 15,000 of our fellow 
creatures, comprising the.whole F1ngo tribe, ti-om a state of the most 
degrading bondage ; thus completing in one stroke of hurr.ane and 
enlightened policy, the great work which our mother country com
menced, and which gained for her the· apphrese of the christian 
world. 

" The indefensrble charact~r of the fate boundary having been 
incontestibly established, we cannot sufficiently' testify our gratitude 
for your Excellency's prudent and salutary determination to extend 
the frontier line to the riYer Kye, and for the occupation of a terri-: 
tory in His Majesty's name, which l1as been so justlr forfeited· by the 
treacherous a!ld barbarous irruption of its late possessprs; and we 
look forward. with confidence to a confirmation of this act on the 
part of the British legislature,· as being the only means whereby the 
future security of the eastern d_ivision of this colony can be enS11red. 

" We beg to express our cordfai · concurrence with our fellow
colcmists of .Albany in their addreu to our gracions Sover• it 
Council, and we respectfully solicit that your Excelleocy will cause 
our sentiments to be conveyed to the proper quarter. 

" We offer up our fervent prayers that the same Providence which 
has protecte<l your Excellency throughout the war, may restore you 
in safety to the bosom of your family, and to the enjoyment of that 
proud satisfaction, arising from the consciousness of having been 
a benefactor to your fellow men." 

Signed by One Hundred and Sixty inhabitants of Port Elizabeth. 
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A ,few days subsequent to this meeting at P,ort Elizabeth 
the following fatal occurrence happened on the coast, a.bout 
100 miles £umber to the eastward. 
· The James, a small coaster, newly-built in Table· Bay, 

sailed thence on the 9th July, on a coasting voyage. On 
the 19th they lay to off the Kowie, and a boat was sent on 
shore for wood and water; but finding the village abandoned, 
-they rettimed on board without either. The next day they 
hove to abreast of Red Hill River, and the boat was again 
sent ashore for a· similar purpose. While engaged in pro
curing a supply, a party of about fifty Kafirs came suddenly 
out of the bush, but seemed at first very friendly, shaking 
hands, and shewing other demonstrations of kindness. The 
head of the party, however, an old man with very white 
hair, seeing some arms in the boat, proceeded to seize them, 
and immediately a scene of disorder commenced. The mas
~r uttering an exclamation of alarm, jumped into the boat; 
but instead of being followed '-i>y the others, they fled along 
the beach. One ofthem,the steward, being soon exhausted, 
was overtaken and dispatched it is suppo~d by the savages, 
a fate which also happened to the master, who was seen 
by the survivors lyin~ on the beach, his body pierced by the 
assegais of the barbanans. The two men who escaped swam 
the river, keeping along the coast until abreast of the schooner, 
when they plunged into the surf and succeeded in gaining 
the vessel, which shortly afterwards returned to Table Bay 
with the intelligence of the disaster. 

During the time of these occurrences, the enemy was pur
suing_ his plan of operations with v~ried su~cess. On ~everal 
oecas1ons be suffered severely for his tementy; but still the 
troops and the inhabitants were · greatly harrassed, and in 
several instances sustained considerable loss. Some strag
glers from the army, and in one instance a foraging party of 
seven young men., were cut off, and this so far embplqened 
the enemy as. to tempt him to attack one of the newly 
established posts, named Fort Wellington. The aflsault was 
made with great spirit, but it was met with no Jess deter
mination, and with much greater success, . the enemy being 
repulsed with th~ loss of several of his bravest men. 

Within the eolony they were more successful. At Blue 
Krans, 14 miles S. of. town, an attack was made on the 
cattle herds of Mr. Carlisle. They had just been kraaled 
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for the night, and the herdsmen were seated on the ground, 
when they were fired on by the marauders, and one of them 
killed on the spot. A party of the enemy then rushed for
ward, and wounded another man with their ~- The 
cattle to the amount of 200 head were surrounded and driven 
oft', first taking the precaution to post men in the public 
roads to prevent, if possible, the transmission to town of 
the intelligence. The men, _however, who escaped, contrived, 
by takin~ bye paths and scrambling over the rocks, to 
reach their master's dwelling with the report of the diauter. 

But n9t only was the enemy particularly active, by means 
of numerous marauding parties, in making sudden incursions 
upon the colonists, but he also displayed considerable ac
tivity in his movements within the New Province,-plainly 
shewing that the British forces would have much more work 
to perform in fullr subduing him, than had been calculated 
upon. On the mght of the 6th August, a body of about 
200 vigorously attacked the Fingo location near King Wil
liam's Town. Two of these people were killed in their huts 
at the first onset, and a third severely wounded. The 
Fingoes, however, turned out in a moment, and the fight 
was furiOU8 on both sides. The shouts and yells of the 
combatants being heard by Col. Smith, a company of the 
Provisional Battalion, under Capt. Bailie, was ordered out 
to their support; whilst a nine-pounder was fired am.or,gst the 
assailants, which, ifit had no other effect, inspired theFingoes 
with confidence, and they attacked the Kafi1-s with so 
much bravery, that they at length succeeded in driving them 
over the ford of the Buffalo. Here, however, they again 
rallied, and disputed the passage ; but on the approach of 
Capt. Bailie, they precipitately ffed,-leaving 14 of their 
warriors dead on the field, amongst whom was a son of the 
chief Dushanie. 

The next evening a strong patrole, under Capt. Bailie, 
marched to scour the ravines of the Keiskamma at the 
Tamegha, and from thence through the Umdezzini, to which 
point Capt. Jervis with another detachment moved on the 
8th to co-operate. These parties not falling in with the 
enemy as was expected, they returned to head-quarters, which 
they had scarcely reached, when reports arrived that the 
enemy had attacked the Fingoes in the ceded territory, 
and with so much success as to captul'e all their cattle. 

Digitized by Google 



AH.UR IN THB TABBNDODO. 213 

The marauders had been followed until they were found to 
have entered with their booty certain kloofs between the 
Keiskamma and the Debe flats. The party in pursuit were, 
however, too weak to attack them, aiid lience, on making 
this report, a detachment of fifty 72d ~-, and one 
hundred of the Provisional Corps, under Major M'Lean, 
were directed to march immediately to the spot, and, in the 
event of the enemy having quitted it, they .were to follow in 
pursuit. It was soon discovered that the Kafirs had moved 
forward durin~ the night in the direction of the Tabendodo 
range, where 1t was also asce~ned the cattle had been 
diviaed, and driven in various directions. On prt>ceeding 
some little distance further, the . enemy sbewed himself in 
some force, maintaining a desultQry but inefficient fire, 
amidst great shouting and cheering. It was in vain, how
ever, that every effort was tried to bring him to action; and 
after much skirmishing and many manceuvres on the part 
of the enemy to detach and cut off some portion of the 
British force, Major M'Lean marched down tlie Keiskamma 
to Fort Cox without being able to strike a blow, or to re-cap
ture the cattle which had been carried off. 

With respect to the exact position of the enemy at this 
particular juncture, we are enabled to afford the following 
particulars 011 the authority of a statement written at the time 
by an officer stationed at Fort Cox :-

" For many weeks past the Kafirs have been unusually 
vigilant, and no movement of the troops from this station 
escapes their notice; numbers have been seen in the vicinity 
of it, and, in some instances, our patrols have been followea 
to the precincts of the camp. This determination has not 
been evinced since the commencement of the war, and may 
be attributed to the temporary advantages they have lately 
gained, owing to the carelessness of our men straggling from 
their quarters. It is, however, evident that all tlie warriors 
of Macomo and Tyali have, datjng the last six weeks, assem
bled in the Keiskamma hoek, extending themselves in strong 
parties from the sources of the Caubosie River, along the 
base of the Amatoli mountain, to the Chumie forest, and .-ere 
ready to act at the discretion of their chiefs. Tyali was 
stationed at a very conspicuous point at the hE'.ad of the 
Amatoli valley, while Macomo's forces occupied the forest 
between the sources of the Keiskamma and Caubosie Rivers ; 
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and whenever our patrols appeared, the usual Kafir signals 
were made on the most commanding points, which enabled 
them, with the knowledge they had of the different paths 
intersecting toe forests with which this part of the country 
abounds, to meet at any P.articular point. On the 9th inst., 
early in the morning, a pillar of smoke was observed from 
this post rising out of the Buffalo forest, and a.bout one o'clock 
vollies of musketry were heard above the confluence of the 
Senouka and Keiskamma rivers. With the aid of a telescope 
the combatants were seen on a remarkable hill, about four 
miles east of Fort Cox; flnd, as it was known that the 
burghera from Balfour had marched upon that point, the 
natural conclusion was tha\ they were then engaged. The 
firing continued for some hours, and it was late in the evening 
before any correct information respecting the cause of it was 
known. It was then learned that a strong patrol of one hun
dred and seventy men had been ordered from King William's 
Town to scour the ravines north of the Debe, and as soon as 
they appeared upon the Tabendodo heights, which was early 
in the morning, they were observed by the Kafir scouts, and 
which accounts for the signals alluded to; In a short time 
the Kafirs assembled in considerable force, and one mounted 
on a fine white charger was particularly conspicuous in direct
ing their movements, by frequently waving his hand, indicating 
the direction in which the patrol moved. Parties of about a 
hundred were occasionally observed hovering on our flanks. 
Major M'Lean, 72d Regt., who commanded the party, halted 
for refreshment about eleven o'clock. The enemy availing 
himself of this circumstance, advanced and fired upon our 
troops from an adjacent bush. They were at their arms and 
ready for an attack in an instant ; but the enemy retained 
possession of the thicket, and a promiscuous fire was kept up 
th.e whole afternoon, without much effect on either side, and 
only terminated within two miles of our camp, where this 
patrol arrived and halted for the night. . 

"The·fqllowing morning Major M'Lean returned to King 
William's Town; and, in consequence of his report, strong 
detachments were ordered from · thence, with orders to co
op~te with the Kat River Legion, under the . command of 
MaJor Cox, and to scour the whole of the Ke1skamma and 
Amatoli valieys." · 

Perhaps at no period since the commencement of hostilitie& 
.. 
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did affairs wear a more unsettled and unsatisfactory character 
than at this particular juncture. The enemy, though beaten, 
was not subdued. Fl'Om his mountain fastnesses he watched 
all the movements of the colonial forces, and was thus enabled 
to take advantage of every circumstance to harrasa and cut 
off stragglers~ Some loss was experienced in this way, inde
pendent of which, as already seen, several successful forays 
were made far within the colonial boundary ; and which could 
not .fail to keep the inhabitants in a state of continual alarm 
and excitement. In the pursuit of these marauders the want 
of cavalry was severely felt. The horses belonging to the 
force in the field were nearly worn out, and it was absolutely 
necessary that, in order to act with effect, the cavalry should 
be reinforced. It was further understood that the enemy waa 
encouraged to a protracted and obstinate resistance by a 
knowledge that a party in the colony, whom he had been led 
to believe possessed considerable influell:e, supported bis pre
t.ensions, an:d condemned the proceedings of His Excellency 
the Governor as cruel and unji.st.• To meetthis emergency, 
therefore, the Commander-in-Chief was induced to call out 
new levies of the burgher force ; stating that from the day 
the differtmt contingencies should reach the points upon which 
they wo•ld be respectively directed to rend~vous, until they 
should be~ dismissed, each of the Field-commandints 
should receive a daily pay of 2,., the Field-cornet» of ls. 6d., 
and the Burghers each of 1,. ; together with regu]ar ration,& 
tor themselves and for their agter ryders. . 

But besides taking this necessar, precautionai::y . measure, 
His Excellency was andeavoring, by every means, to open 
a negotiation with the confederate chiefs, and by this means, 
ir. possible, to bring this painful warfare to a conclusion be
fore he quitted the frontier for the seat· of government at 
Cape To'_Vn, where his presence was required by urgent 

-The following extract from a "•circ1Jlar," addressed by the Governor to 
the l't'Spective Civil Commissioners of the frontier distr.s, refers to this 
painful subject:-" But the great diminution of my cavalry, resulting from 
the discharge of the burgher horse, of which it had almost entirely con
llisted, unavoidably deprived me of those means for more general and ex~ 
teaded off'enaive movements, which were neceHary for the expulsion of the 
aavages from several widely separated parts of the new province, in which 
th~ scattered hordes (entout"ag,d, a, it would uem, to an ob,tillat, and peru• 
tlff'i,ag rui1tano1 &y th, opinion, in 1/ulr ja11or and 1upport, ,o dang.rously main• 
taillfd and ,romulfatld t11ithi11 tu colony, a11d tpaedily com111unictlt1d to tl11m J, nave 
since re-aasembled; and, co1111equently, this concluding IIJld necessary por• 
tion of my important task is, to a certain degree, still to be pe1·formed." 
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public bul!-iness. So anxious was His Excellency on this 
subject, that he was induced so far to relax in his original 
determination as to agree to the confederate chief&' retaining, 
under certain conditions, and subject to British jurisdiction, 
their several territories. Capt. Warden, who was charged with 
this confidential communication, reached Major Cox'scampon 
the 9th August. Atl'airs were in this state when;:fortunately, 
b_y a vigorous and well-conducted operation, the merciful de-
11ps of the Commander-in-Chief were completely answered. 

It has already been stated that immediately on Major 
M'Lean's retum to head-quarters, strong detachment, were 
ordered to march upon the Amatoli mountains, which they 
were to scour, 88 well as the valliea of the Keiskamma. In 
performance of these instructions, Capt. Alexander, of the 
Beaufort Levy, marched from Fort Armstrong on the nigh, 
of the 9th August wi• 160 of the Kat River ~on, and 
26 of the Beaufort Levy, and halted that niglit at the 
Chumie. The next day he was reinforced by a party of 70 
Fingos, and having divided his force, he entered the 
Amatoli bosh in two directions. Early the next morning 
the enemy was fallen in with in considerable strength, but on 
the approach of the colonial force, he fled rapidly with bi, 
cattle, stabbin~ many of them to avoid their being captured. 
Finding that tne ene01y declined an engagement, Ca~taio 
Alexander resolved upon concentrating his men, and of 
sending forward a party of Fingoes and a few of the Kat 
River people as a decoy, and;by this stratagem to bring them 
to action. In this he perfectly succeeded. The weakness of 
the party in advance was quickly observed, and the the result 
was an impetuous attack by a numerous body of the enemy. 

· Macomo at the same moment, with a strong pariy of men, 
making a disposition to surround them. On being assailed 
the decoy party, 88 agreed, mad~ a precipitate retreat, the 
Kafirs following with great impetuosity, keeping up a smart 
fire of musketry, about 150 being armed with ~ns. 
Macomo was conspicuous in this affair mounted on a white 
horse. No sooner, however, had the enemy fairly emerged 
from the bush into the open plain, than the colonial force, 
which had been in reserve, rushed u-eon him, killing 20 of 
his number, besides wounding a considerable number. The 
remainder fled in every direction. The next day this force 
reached Fort Cox, without further adventure. · 
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On the 13th August Major Cox moved from the fort in 
three colutnns; the left• column, under the command of 
Capt. Alexander, was ordered to march by the head of the 
Amatoli towards the valley of'the Tamegha; the Major him
self' Cl'088ing the eastern heights of the Amatoli ; whilst 
Major M•Lean moved down towards the missionary institu
tion, to the point whe~ the Tamegha has its confluence with 
the Keiskamma River. The next moming the troops pro
ceeded to scour the ravines in the vicinity of the Amatoli, 
Senoka, and Keiskamma. These several operations were 
executed with equal skill and epirit,-Capt. Alexander's 
column being again particularly successful. At about three 
o'clock on the aft"rnoon of this day he overtook a consider
able body of the enemy, of whom, in the skirmish which 
ensued, eleven were killed and several wounded. The 
enemy then made a speedy retreat int(! the Tamegha, fol
lowed closely by the colonial troops, who were finally so 
successful "as eomplete17 to hem in an immense body of 
the enemy in such a position, from the nature of.a precip1to11s 
range of rocky ledge, that they could not retreat further."• .. 
. At this critical moment a Kafir messeo~r was sent for

ward, e¥pressing a wish to hold a parley. This circumstance 
being communicated to Major Cox, Serjeant Jefta and Cor
poral Dirk, of the Mounted Rifles, were sent to them with 
the merciful proposals of His Excellency the Govenror. 
The result of this negotiation we give in the words of a 
communication addressed to us at the time from an officer 
near the spot :-

" At first," says our informant, " the Kafirs hesitated re
ceiving their message, but were at length prevailed on to do 
so; on parting with our messengers they observed-' This 
is the second Hag you have brought, Dirk, you must not 
bring a tbu:d.' About 9 o'clock in the evening old Geanyaa, 
the faithful counsellor of the late chief Gaika, with Pietoo 
Bakalaa, arrived at our bivouac, and, having received the 
inessage for Macomo and Tyali, immediately departed. 
The f~llowing morning t~ey returned, and stated-• That 
the chiefs would meet MaJor Cox as soon as Captain Warden 

• For the "General Orders'' detailing these operations, tee Appeodi:r, 
No.10. 
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ehould·arriv<',' and who had been previously sent for from 
Mount Cox, where he had remained, expecting a message. 
During the morning the Kafirs were observed assembling in 
the vicinity of our bivouac, and at 12 o'clock it was an
nounced that every thin~ was ready for the proposed inter• 
view. Accordingly MaJor Cox, accompamed by Captain 
Warden, and four attendants, proceeded to the Kafir force, 
estimated at least at 800, well armed with more than 300 
guns. The interpreter, on beholding such a formidablehost1 

endeavoured to dissuade the Major from advancing. It was, 
however, too late to recede, even had he been inclined to do 
so~ as M_acomo a_nd Tyali, attended by all the chiefs of 
eastern Kaffraria, with a numerous tram of followers, ap
proached _him in the form of a crescent. Macomo was in 
the centre, dressed in military trousers and coat. Tyali was 
on his left, enrobed in a superb tiger-skin kaross. Their . 
principal couwiel1ors were behind them. The parties closed 
and shook hands. Macomo immediately observed,-' I see 
you are sincere, otherwise you would nol come · in such a 
defenceless state to us;' and Major Cox answered~-• Come 
lel us sit down and talk." The confidence thus inspired was 
visible. Macomo stated to the Major, be had received the 
Governor's message:-' Gaika was dead, and they bad now 
no father; it was, therefore, their desire to be called the 
children of the Governor; particularly as he had beard 
the Governot was as well disposed to colored, as to white 
men ; and in ·token of his and Tyali's desire to have him for 
their father, they begged Capt. Warden to present two asse
gais as a mark of their submission.' Tyali commenced 
making observations upon the events which led to the irruption 
of the colony ; but Major Cox stopt him, and said it was 
not his order to recur to the e:vents to which he alluded, at 
which they all app,3ared very much pleased; and it was soon 
determined that war should cease until the decision of the 
Governor respecting them should be known. The happy 
resu!t of thi~ meeting was soon published, and our encamp
ment was shortly after filled with Kafirs, all testifying their 
joy that matters had been brought to such an amicable con
clusion.'' 

Immediately after the close of this conference, Captain 
Warden returned to Graham's Town for the purpose of 
reporting to His Excellency this favorable state of atfain, 
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and to receive his further instructions. On the 21st August 
this officer again departed from bead-quarters for Major 
Cox's camp, accompanied by Captain Alexander, 42d High
landers, Aide-de-camp to the C~mander-in-Chief. On 
their arrival there a conference was demanded with the con
federate chiefs, which being acceded to, Major Cox, Cap
tains Warden and Alexander,· and one or two others, pro
ceeded to the place appointed, near the base of the Amatoli 
mountains. On this occasion there was an evident attempt 
at display, and it was by no means ineffective.· The little 
party o( British officers, who were entirely unarmed, soon 
found themselves confronted by a body of 4,000 Kafirs, of 
whom about 400 were armed with muskets. Thia large 
body_ of men marched to the spot assigned them, and took 
up their ground with a precision that greatly surprised those 
who witnessed it, and we'l'e acquainted with their irregular 
movements in general. They had e,·idently, during this 
protracted struggle, made considerable progress in the art -of 
warfare; they were also not only much better disciplined, but 
had also better weapons. A coneiderable part of· this force 
consisted of cavalry, and these moved to the flace allotted 
them with quickness and order. The genera deportment 
and torie of the chiefs was much more confident than at the 
former meeting, and the terms insistf>d on far,less moderate. 
Under these circumstances it was quite evident that this con
ference would not terminate definitively, and equally certain 
was it that the enemy, instead of being humbled and s11bdued, 
as was generally expected, appeared to be, by no means in
disposed to a renewal of the contest. 

On a report of these proceedings to His Excellency : the 
Governor, despatches were immediately forwarded by him 
to Col. Smith, the commander of the . new province, con
taining instructions for resuming the negotiations with the 
chiefs, who were to be invited to meet him and- Captain 
·W-ardeti at ·Fort Willshire for this purpose. , In . the ,mean 
time, while the negotiations were pending, and although a 
cessation of hostilities had been faithfully agreed on, the 
Kafirs had been making their inroads on the colonists with 
an audacity which had never been surpassed. During this 
truce they must have. carried off at least 2,000 head of cattle. 
The following, from the published statements of. the current 
events of the day, will give a tolerably correct idea of the 
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faithlesa and dishonest character of the people from whom 
the colonists have auffered so many and such severe inju
ries:__;" We have had," says the local Journal, "durin~ the 
past week a fair specimen of the kiud of faith which 1s to 
be .placed in the Kafir people. On the part of the colonists 
the most scrupulous reP.1"4 has been paia to the engagement 
to refrain from hostilities until the pending negotiations 
should be terminated. But not so the Kafirs. Our quies
cence has been mis-construed, and has only operated with 
them 88 an incentive to spread themselves along the frontier, 
and to make the most daring attacks upon the herds of the 
colonists. On Saturday night, about 8 o'clock, a party of 
about 20 attacked the place of Mr. Stanley, situated 12 miles 
S. E. of Graham's Town, and succeeded in carrying off the 
greater part of bis cattle, and wounding severely four of his 
Fingo servants. The .following day they carried off a herd 
of cattle t'rom Collingham, still nearer town. In this affair 
the marauders were unfortunate, for being quickly followed 
by a party of the Mounted Rifles, under Lieut. Wade, 72d 
Regt., they were at length intercepted in a · kloof of the 
ceded territory, from whence they barely succeeded in effect
ing their escape, leaving the plunder in the hands of the 
pursuers. They also carried off about 300 bead of cattle 
from the Fingo location in that neighbourhood, and with 
nearly 88 bad success, being shortly overtaken by Lieut. 
Moultrie and Mr. M. Bowker, with a small party of men, 
and the result was one of the enemy shot, another wounded, 
and two hundred of the cattle re-captured. Numerous de
predations have also been committed near th~ Kat River, 
and in the northern part of the Albany district." In the 
next publication it is stated,- • 

" Perhaps in no one week, since &he commencement of 
hostilities-if we except a few of the nrst days-has there 
been more depredatioBS committed by: the Kafirs than -within 
the last seven days. They appear to have spread themselves 
out in small J>!lrties from the sea nearly to the Winterberg, 
and have, with various success, carried off a considerable 
number of cattle from the frontier farmers •. One herd was 
carried off from Eland•s Kloof, a farm situated within three 
miles of Graham's Town. On Manley's Flat, about ten 
miles south of the town, tbe enemy succeeded in capturing 
and carrying off about 400 head of cattle; but being 
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speedily followed by a patrol, of the Graham·s Town 
Mounted Voltioteers, guided by Messrs. Driver and 
Manley, the ownen of the stolen cattle, succeeded in 
overtaking a part of them in the Kooms bush:, near 
the residence of the unfortunate Mahoney, and in re
taking about 75 head. In this thicket they fell in 
with a11other patrol of the Provisional Corps from Waay 
Pl~ts, which, having observed the spoor of the enemy, 
had followed on it until they came up with a few horses 
and cattle, also driven by the marauders, two of whom 
were killed in the rencontre which ensued, and the 
cattle and horses were re-captured. The Kowie Bush, 
up to within four or five miles of Graham's Town, is sup
posed, from the foot-marks, to be infested by the enemy·m 
scattered parties; and although several patrols have been 
out in quest of them, yet they have succeeded in eluding 
their at most vigilance. In the upper part of the district the 
enemy have been less fortunate. A party of them having 
captured some horses from the Koooap, were followed so 
successfully by a few farmers, that at length, after . a most 
intricate pursuit, during which the Kafirs bad made an 
abrupt double and returned into the colony, they were over
taken near De Bruin•s Poort, and four of them shot dead in 
the affray which followed; a fifth was severely wounded." 

On Tuesday, the 8th Sept., His Excellency the Governor 
again arrived at Fort Willshire, and on the evening of the 
Friday following the chiefs arrived at the fort to meet him. 
The party consisted of Macomo, Tyali, K.luklu, and two 

' other of the late Gaika's sons ; Eno, and his two sons; the 
eldest son of Botma ; together with several other of the con
nexions and dependents of the Gaika family. They were 
accompa.nied by Captain Warden and the interpreter Klaas 
Dirk. The next morning His Excellency received them with 
mnch ceremony,. accompanied by Colonel Smith, and other 
officers of his personal staff. He stated to the~. that in con
sequence of their e:tJ>feseed desire for peace, he had invited 
them to Fort Willsh1re; and that he then was ready to-listen 
to any statement or proposal which they might have to make. 
After some discussion, he further informed them that although 
it had been his intention to expel them from that countty be
yond the Kye, yet, as the tribe of Gaika had P-xpressed a 
desire to become the subjects of the King of England, he 
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would allot them the territory where they had always resided, 
subject to such reservations as it might be necessary to make. 
They also engaged to deliver up the fire-arms in their posses
sion, and to make other concessions required of them. 

Upon the basis of these tenns, treaties were to have been 
ratified on the 13th September; but in the mean time so 
many various reports reached His Excellency of bands of 
Kafirs having, in breach of the truce, made mroads withiu 
the old boundary, plundering it of cattle, and in one or two 
instances murdering the cattle herds, that he called the chiefs 
before him, and infonned them that their treaties must be 
declared void unless these atrocities were promptly put a stop 
to. That he should, therefore, dismiss them to return to their 
tribes, and would allow them three days for the purpose of 
recalling their people from these inroads. 

At this very· period hostilities, on the part of the Kafirs, 
were carrying on with as muclr activity and fury as had been 
experienced since their comm~ncement. Amongst other 
exploits, they succeeded in capturing near 200 head of cattle 
belonging to the government contractor, on the way from 
Cradock to the Kat River Settlement. Emboldened by this 
success, they made a similar attemJ;>t on a second herd pro
ceeding to the same place. The situation selected fer this 
enterprise was in a most favorable situation, called Bush 
Neck, an acclivitous bushy defile near the Winterberg; but 
they were nevertheless repulsed after a smart skinnish, with 
the loss of four killed and several wounded. In the same 
neighbourhood they fired and consumed two stacks of corn, 
which had been saved at great risk and labor by a farmer 
named Klopper, murdered three or four herdsmen in the field, 
and swept off' several sm~l herds of cattle and many horses, 
Below Bathurst they agam attacked the kraal of Mr. Bowker. 
The marauders had entered the enclosure, and were in the act 
of forcing open the gate, when a spring gun, which was at• 
tached to it, was discharged, wounding one man mortally, and 
alarming the others so much that they instantly fled. From 
Lieut. Griffith's, near Gm.ham's Town, a flock of about 1,000 
Merino sheep were carri~d off, but being quickly pursued, .~e 
great part was re-taken m the bushy country near De Brum s 
Poort. . 

In the comse of these proceedings a large body of marau
ders had been traced to an intricate rocky defile near the 
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mouth of the Guanga, a small stream of the ceded territory. 
The Field-commandant, P. U ys, being stationed in that 
neighbourhood, immediately/roceeded to the spot at the head 
-0f a party of farmers,. guide by the petty chiefTzatzoe. On 
l"eaching the edge of the rocky kloof where the enemy had 
taken up his position, Tzatzoe and Uys descended its sides 
until within sight and hearing of the Kafirs, to whom they 
called out requesting them to lay down their arms and sur
render. The reply to this demand was that they were men, 
and were resolved to fight ; and in the next instant they com
menced a furious attack upon the farmers, many of them 
breaking their asse9.ais short for the convenience of stabbing 
at close quarters. fhe farmers, however, by a steady, well
directed fire, succeeded in repelling the advance of the enemy, 
who was ultimately compelled to fly to the bushy ravines for 
-shelter, leaving eighteen of their number dead on the field. 

On the afternoon of the 17th Septemper, the very day on 
which the treaty of peace was finally ratified at Fort Willshire, 
a party of the enemy, computed at 40 strong, suddenly 
poured down from the woody heights above Grobbelaa1·'s 
Kloof about 10 miles S. E. of Graham's Town, and succeeded 
ia carrying off 200 cattle belonging to several English settlers, 
who had formed themselves into a party for mutual protection. 
At the time of their capture there were no less than seven 
herdsmen, some armed with guns and others with assegais, in 
the field with them; one of these was severely wounded. 
Pursuit was instantly made by the persons on the spot, but 
night coming on, they were compelled to desist without over
taking the marauders. The next day the pursuit was resumed, 
and at night, whilst most of the men wern thus employed, the 
enemy made a most furious attack upon the kraals in which 
were contained the remainder of the cattle, and that with so 
much success as to capture them, killing two Fingo herdsmen 
before the door. So audacious were these marauders, that 
they even knocked out the windows and doors of the farm
house, calling upon the inmates to come out; who were, 
however, too few in number to think of resistance, except 
obliged to do so in self-defence. Some of these cattle were 
afterwards captured by a party which followed in pursuit, 
between whom and the enemy were some skirmishing, in which 
two or three of the latter were shot. 

The foregoing ca~es ·will sufficiently prove the little faith 
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thafcan be placed in the Kafirs in respect to any engagement 
which does not manifestly and directly accord with their own 
interest. His Excellency the Governor, however, being satis
fied, at the expiration of the three days allowed them, that · 
the chiefs had used their best endeavoUl'S to repress the 
incursions of their dependents, proceeded finally to ratify the 
Treaties of Peace with them, as had been agreed upon, and 
of which the following is a copy :-

Articles of a Treaty of Peace, granted to the Kafir family of 
G,HKA, and its Connexions and Dependants, in the name of 
the King of England, by His Britannic Majesty's Governor of 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

"The above tribe, and its different branches and connexions, being 
therein personally represented by 

MACOMO, } 
TY ALI, and For themselves: 
ENO, . 
KvsIA (son of GvANYA) for SuTA, and her son 
SANDILI; 
FADANI, for BoTMA; 

"And these chiefs, for the whole collectively, and each individually, 
and independently for himself, and his own immediate family, or for 
that which he represents, having supplicated for mercy and peace at 
the hands of the Governor, and prayed to be admitted and received 
as subjects of the King of England, and to live henceforth under the 
protection and authority of the English laws, within His Majesty's 
aforesaid colony ; and His Majesty's Governor having, in the name 
of the King his master, grant~d the said prayer: These Article$ of 
Treaty are hereby mutually agreed on between the aforesaid con
tracting parties, and are concluded and ratified accordingly, in the 
manner and terms following:-

'-' 1.- The aforesaid chiefs and representatives
MACOMo, 
TYALIE, 
Kus1E, 
ENo, and 
FADANI, 

all of them, in the name of the whole tribe, its connexions and de
pendents, and each for himself, and the branch or family of it which 
he individually represents, separately and solemnly promise and en• 
gage to bear 'true allegiance to, and to be faid1ful subjects of, His 
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Majesty the King of England; to be friends to His Majesty's friends, 
and enemies to bis enemies ; to obey tbe commands of His Majesty's 
Governor, and tbe duly constituted colonial authorities, and to live 
in submission to the general laws of the colony. The Governor and 
the laws, at the same time extending to them, the same protection 
and security as to the other subjects of His Majesty. 

"2.-To the penalties ofthese laws, the above chiefs and represen
tatives, as aforesaid, their tribe and families, hereby alike become 
amenable, if they break them ; and they must be aware that these 
laws inflict severe punishments, 'and even death itself, upon those 
who commit the crimes of-

Treason, viz. : Rebellion, or taking up arms against the 
King, or the government of the colony; 

Murder, 
Rape, 
Setting houses or property on fire, 
Theft, whether of horses, cattle, sheep, goats, or other 

property. 

And such penalties will be equalJy incurred, if they be committed by 
any members of the above tribes or families, against each other, as 
if committed against other inhabitants of the colony. 

"And they will also especially take notice, and be aware, that the 
Fingo nation having already become subjects of the King of England, 
any offence against the persons or property of the Fingoes will incur 
the penalties of the laws, and be severely visited upon all such 
offenders. 

"And the aforesaid chiefs and representatives are also made aware, 
that any proceedings on their part, or on the part of any of their 
tribe or families, as aforesaid, against any one, whether within or 
without their tribe, for the pretended offence of Witchcraft, are 
peremptorily forbidden by the above-cited laws, and will be severely 
punished accordingly. 

"At the same time the aforesaid chiefs and representatives under
stand, and it is a part of this treaty, that the said English laws do 
not apply, and will not be applied to, or interfere with, the domestic 
and internal regulations of their tribe and families, nor with their 
_customs, in so far as these do not involve a breach· of the above-cited 
laws. 

" 3.-And the aforesaid chiers and representatives hereby promise 
and engage to send out immediately positive orders-and to cause 
them to be instantly and duly obeyed-for the recall of all parties of 
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their respective families and dependents, now employed in predatory 
inroads upon the colony, and to prevent all such predatory incursions 
for the future. 

"4.-And the aforesaid chiefs and representatives hereby promise 
and engage to deliver up, without delay, into the hands of Colonel 
Smith, commanding His Britannic Majesty's troops in the province 
of Queen Adelaide, or to any otlicel'8 whom he may appoint to 
receive them, all the Musquets wbich may be in their possession. 

"5.-All the above well understood and performed, the Gov~rnor, 
upon his part, in the name of His Majesty, pro10ises to afford, UJ 
favor of the aforesaid chiefs and representatives, their tribe and families, 
all due protection and support for the maintenance of their rights, 
their property, their 11CCurity and welfare, equally with the other sub
jects of His Majesty. 

"6. -And the Govefl\Or, yielding to tbe earnest supplications of 
the aforesaid chiefs and rep~ee,ent~tives-• that they may not be ex
pelled from their native country,' and in the hope that they may for 
the future-as they have solemnly promised-keep peace and good 
order within, and abstain from all inroads and robberies without, tl1eir 
allotted boundary; hereby assigns to each of them, and their respec
tive families, a fair and adequate proportion, according to the amount 
of population of each family, to be determined by the commissioners 
hereinafter set forth, for their li>Cation, establishment; and regulation, 
of a tract of country, bounded as follows:-

" On the west, from the Enweleni to the lqirikazi, and thence 
along the mountain to the source of the Chumie River; thence down 
the left bank of the Chumie to its confluence with the Keiskamma; 
thence up the right bank of the Keiskamma to its confluence with 
the Deba; thence up the right bank of the latter to the Deba Neck; 
thence within (to the north of) the road to the mission station of 
Pirrie ; thence to the summit of the hill called Isidenge ; thence 
down the left bank of the Kabousie River to the Kye; with the 
reservation of such spots ~nd lines for roads, out-span place!!, places 
of public worship, schools, Jnagistrc1.cies, military stations, and other 
public servic~~. as tl:ie Governor may, from time to time, find it 
necessary to occupy, as '\VC)l for'thegeneral benefitofthe colony, and 
for tlie particular benefit of the afor~aid chiefs1 their tribe and faniilie~. 

"And reserving also a due and proper location, with adequate 
lands, t.o be determined by the afore~id coµim~ioners, at a~d about 
Bum's Hill~ for Suta and Sandili, and their family, and also a similar 
location and lands at and about the Chumi~ mission stati9n, for 
Matua and Tinta, and their fami)ie~. · · 
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"7.-And each of the above chiefs shall, in token of fealty to the 
King of England, and of acknowledgment of holding his lands 
under His Majesty's Sovereignty, cause to be delivered to such officer 
or otlicers as the Governor shall appoint on behalf of His· Majesty, 
one/et Oz, m the course of the first month of every year; in the 
failure of which condition he will forfeit his said lands, unless they 
he granted anew by the Governor in the name of His Majesty. 

"8.-Ministers of the Gospel, schoolmasters, and, where neces
sary, English magistrates or residents, will be duly appointed within 
the above locations. And it is hereby concluded and agreed on, by 
the said chiefs and representatives, that they and the headsoffamilies 
shall act as magistrates of the colony, each in his location·, if required 
to do so by the Governor, and under such titles, and to obey such 
instructions, as shall by him be determmed,-and that they .shall not 
harbour, nor suffer to be harboured, within their respective locations, 
any person or persons, whether of their own tribe or of others, whether 
English, Ho~tentots, Boers', or of a'ny other nation, suspected, or 
known, to h,ve been guilty of any crime or offence against the 
colony, but shall immediately secure and cfeliver up any such person 
or persons to the nearest colonial authorities. 

"9.-Alid it is hereby further concluded and, agreed on by the 
afotesaid chiefs and l'epreaentatives, and they alike promise and en
gage, that they shall, without delay, communicate to the colonial 
authorities, any-0vertures made, or which may hereafter at any ti~e 
be made to them, from any person or persons, whether within or 
without the colony, tending to its prejudice or danger, ancl shall 
equally communicate, in like manner, any intelligence which may at 
any time come to their knowledge, of danger threatening the colony, 
from whatever quarter. 

"10.-And it is hereby fu~her concluded and agreed on, by the 
aforesaid chiefs and representatives; that they and the heads of 
families iri their respective locations, shall all and each of them pre
vent, by every .means within their power, inroads into the colony of 
robbers'to !Steal cattle, or other. property: and shall, moreover, in 
the case of any cattle or property so stolen, being brought into their 
respective locations, secure and deliver it fo the nearest colonial 
authorities; Ylell· understood, that the Governor will justly hold that 
chief responsible for restoring colonial cattle or other property, .into 
whose location it shall have been traced. 

" l l .-The GOl'emdt having appointed a coriurtission consisting of 
I'. l'he lton. Colonel Smith; C. B., Chief Coibmission~r, 
2; 1:.iedt.-Colonel Engiand, 75th Regilnettt, · 
3. The Rev. W. Chalmers; Glasgow Mission, and · 
4. Captain Stretch, Provisional Companies, 7 5th Regiment, 
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for the location, establishment, and regulation, of the aforesaid chiefs, 
tribe, and families,-the said commissioners (or a majority of them) 
are hereby duly authorised, so soon as they shall be reasonably satis
fied that the 3d and 4th conditions of this treaty have been fairly 
complied with,-to conclude and ratify it finally by their signatures,
and to receive and record by endorsement upon this document, the 
accession and agreement of the aforesaid chiefs and representatives, 
thereto; and thereafter to locate and place each in possession of his 
allotted location, and within his .ippropriate boundary, ac~ordingly. 

" 12.-When all the above arrangements shall have been duly 
carried into effect, the Governor will appoint an agent for the govern
ment, to reside among, or near to, the locations; with whom the 
chiefs will communicate whenever they may desire it, for the informa
tion of the Governor, of whose communications to them he will also 
be the accredited organ. 

"13.-For the present, and until the Governor may judge it safe 
and beneficial, as well for the old colonists, as for these His Majesty's 
new subjects, hereby admitted under the protection of His Majesty's 
government-none of these last, whether of the family of Gaika, or 
its connexions or dependents as aforesaid, can be allowed to cross the 
Chumie, or the Keiskamma River below its confluence with the for
mer, or by any other way to enter the old colonial border, without a 
pass signed by one of the above commissioners, or by the agent, 
when he shall have been appointed ; awl even in that case all per
sons so passing the boundary must be unarmed ; a departure from 
this condition will expose the individuals infringing it to be shot, and 
its observance is, therefore, very strictly and earnestly enjoined. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Fort Willshire, 
this 17th day of September, 1835. 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN, Governor and Commander-
in-Cbief of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope." 

Treaties of similar import to the above were also made 
with the tribe of T'Slambie, and subsequently with that of 
Pato arid his brothers. 

Thus, after a most harrassing and destructive warfare 
during the long period of nine months was this painful con
test brought to a close. Painful indeed was it in a variety of 
ways ; whether it be considered in reference to the loss of 
human life,-the waste of property,-the heavy expenditure, 
-the suspension to a considerable extent of the ordinary 
pursuits of the inhabitants, or in that humiliating spectacle 
which was presented in the busy efforts of a faction to sup-
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port the pretensions of a murderous and unprincipled foe, in 
opposition to the sacred cause of those connected with them 
by the ties of blood and of country. Refer to the partial 
and false statements which have been published and sent 
abroad to the world for no other purpose than to excite its 
hostility against the suffering colonists, and in these it will 
be found that the relative characters of the Kafirs and Colonists 
have been shamefully misrepresented. Invariably have the for
mer been depicted as an oppressed people ; while the plundered 
colonists have been held up in a light wbich,if true, would render 
them undeserving of the smallest sympathy. Even during 
the progress of this arduous struggle for their very existence 
have their proceedings.been perverted, and the most pertinaci
ous endeavours made use of to blind the eyes of the public 
to their actual situation, and to the real merits of the war
fare in which they were so suddenly plunged. The most un
founded statements have been transmitted home,-published 
in the leading periodicals of the day, and widely circulated 
to their great prejudice throughout the British Empire. Not 
that we contend, for a moment, that there was nothing to 
blame or deplore throughout this trying period ; on the 
contrary, we believe some few acts were committed, as in all 
cases of this nature, which are deserving of the severest 
repi;ehension. The principal of these, and to which the pub
lic attention has been since especially directed, was the 
treatment of Hintza's body after his death. We refer to the 
fact of some person or persons having been weak or wicked 
enough to separate from the shattered head the ears of the 
fallen chief, with the absurb intention of preservin~ them as 
relics of a man so notorious in border history. Whilst, how
ever, we express our abhorrence of such an instance of bar
barism, we are bound, at the same time, strenuously to con
tend that no warfare ever was conducted in all its details with 
more forbearance and humanity than this ;-in short, we can
not conclude more appropriately than in the words of the 
benevolent Sir BENJAMIN D'URBAN, that it was a war of ne
cessity, and not of choice; and waged-if ever war were 
waged-PRO ARIS BT FOCIS." 
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By lhl Ilorlllrabl. Li,ut.•Col, HEKR~&0.110& 811111TH, Co111pa•im\ ef &~ Balla, 
S,cond. in Comma~d of Hi$ Majllly', l-'e• cu in 1h, Colony ,f &hi Cap, of Good 
Hop,, aud Com,..nding on lh, Fronlier Di,lricU. 

WHEREAS tho districts of Albany and liloJDerset are at this pre1ent time ia
vaded by the. neighbouring tribes o{ ~~rs, who are every where mu,rde$.g 
the iahab1tants aad devastating the country,-and whereas it is highly aeo11s
~ry, in order that the 111ost proJDpt and vigorous measures lil~Y lie adopt,ed 
for the security of lif.e and property therein, u4 that every fapility mn be 
aff'orded for collecting the inhabitants, 8.J!d applyU!i the re1ourc:e11 o.f the 
colony in the general defence,-that MARTIAL LAW be proclai111ed in the di&• 
tricta aforesaid;-r, therefore, by virtlle of the power and authority in. me 
vested by Bia Excellency the Governor, do accordingly proclaim M.AnTIAL 
LAW Crom the date hereof, in the districts of Albany and Somerset. 

A!ld w:hereaa it is expedient that the whole force of the aforesaid di1tricta 
be assembled without any delay, I hereby direct that all the male inhit.bitants, 
tliereof, between the ages of 1ixteen l!,nd sixty, excepting only those who by 
their profeaaions, or from infirmities, are exempt from military service, do 
forthwith enrol themselve1 under their respective field-comets, or provisional 
field-comets, on pain of being considered_deaertera, and treated accordingly. 

And I hereby further make known, that agreeably to the provisions of the 
Gpvemment Notice of the 18th S~ptember, 1812 1 "all Commandos of every 
description now stationed or to be stationed' hereafter on the Frontier liae, 
and co-operating with His Majesty's Forces in the general defence of His 
Majesty's Territories, are to place themselves. at the diaposal and to obey the 
orders of such Military Officer as may be in command of ~is Ml\jesty's 
Forces." · · 

And I hereby proclaim the Chiefs and Tribes of Kafira who have invaded 
the colony, implacable and treacherous enemies, and as such to be dealt 
with in all respects according to the usages of war. 
. GOD SAVE THE KING I 

Given under my hand and seal, at Graham's Town, this 7th day of Jan., 1836, 
(Signed,) _. H; G. SMITH 

By Command, W. SUTTON, Acting Sec. 
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APPENDIX, 

(No. 2,) 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Head-quarters, Graham's Town, Jan. 12, 1831>. 
Martial Law has been proclaimed, and a Corps of Volunteer&, atyled the 

'' Graham's To:wn Volunteers," has been established. It consists of four 
companies of llfantry, one strong company of Sharpshooters, and one troop 
of Cavalry. Through the zeal and exertion of Lieut.-Col_onel Sparks, and 
bis officers, this corps is already fit for any duty that may be required of it. 

The Cape Cavalry has been considerably augmented, and a very efficient 
corps of Mounted Ho1Ftots has been organised. , 

Mr. van der Riet hafteen strongly ,ecommended to organise a corps of 
Volunteera at Uitenhage; and Capt..Entt, to form another at Port Eliza• 
beth. The half-pay officers in th_e neighbourhood of those places have been 
directed to assist in their organization. 

The village of Bathurst has been re-occupied by its inhabitants, and a 
Military Post established there, under Lieut. Forbes, of R. M. 75th Regt. 
Patroles from this place have already re-captured a considerable ilu111ber of 
cattle, and killed several of the e,nemy. 

The post at Kafir's Drift has been re-established. ,,. 
Considerable patroles have marched from Graham's Town, Bathurst, and 

Tambooki Vly, through Eno's Kraal; they will concentrate tn Tyali's Kraal 
under thecommand of Major Cox, who has informed Tyali of the abhor
rence with which the atrocities of his people have inapired the officer com
manding the troops. Major Cox is directed to carry on operations in Tyali's 
country, according to the inEtructions be has received, and to the actual 
circumstances of the country in wMcb be is engaged. 

A strong patrole, under Lieut.-Colonel Somerset, fell in with a body of 
Kafirs in the neighbourhood of Roode Draai; 16 of the enemy were left 
dead on the field. 

Congo, Pato, and Kama, have been required to prove the sincerity of 
their friendship by delivering up to the officer in command of the Gu&Wla 
Post,'the inferior chiefs Gwashu, Lolo, Mama, Nuby, and Delima,• they 
having incited their people to commit outrages on our traders. 

A patrole under Major Gregory has marched to collect all the armed 
Burghers of Assegai Bush, Quagga Flat, and Bosjesman's River, with a 
view to offensive operations in the Oliphants Hoek; and the Burgher Forces 
of Uitenhage and George, are directed to scour the Sunday River, and 
afterwards to incline to their right towards Oliphant& Hoek Church. di!. 
Somerset will this day proceed to direct the operations in this quarter. Field
cornet Rademeyer is on his way to the Zuur Berg, and the instant the horses 
of Mr. Van Ryneveld's Graalf-Reinet burghers are shod, this corps will also 
patrol the Zuur Berg. 

The burgher force, under W. C. Van Ryneveld, Esq., Civil Commissioner 
of Graalf-Reinet, has arrived at head-quarters; after having scoured the Man-· 
canzana, Kowie River, and Kaga Berg; they there caused considerable loss 
to the enemy, and re-captured many head of cattle, affording an example of 
what vigour, energy, and expedition can effect. 

-These chiefs were never delivered up ; but Congo himself came to Gra
ham's Town and placed himself in the hands of the British commander u a 
hostage for the fidelity of his brothers. 
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Posts have been established at Gonmor's Kop, Waay Plaats, and Man
ley's Flat, by which it js expected the retreat of the enemy will be prevented. 

A patrol has been sent to Theopolis ; the defences of this place will be 
Improved. 

100 additional Burgben from the Graall'-Reinei district will arrive this 
evening or to-morrow morning. 

From the reports the commanding officer has received, it appears that the 
nomber of Kafi1'8 killed within the last seven days is about 300. 

H. M. ship" Wolf•" bas arrived in Algoa Bay with arm,, stores, and 
ammnnition, and other ships are reported to be in sight. 

Martial Law was this day proclaj)ped in that part of the Uitenhage dis-
trict which is to the eastward of the" y's River. 

Major Michell, Quarter- aster-General o the forces on this frontier, and 
Lieut. Wade, of the 72d Regt., bal'e j t reported that H. M. 72d Regt., 
with stores, arms, and ammunition, will be in bivouac this night at Quagga's 
Flat. · 

This day Major Cox surprised Eno's kraal, which he destroyed; Eno him
self escaped with.great difficulty to the bush. Two of his brothers, one of 
his sona, and thirty of his men were killed. Some of them were armed with 
guns. One burgher was wounded severely. Several horses and sheep were 
re-taken. Major Cox is advancing upon Tyali's kraal, where he will be 
joined by parties from Beaufort and Tambookie Vly. _. 

(No. 3). 

Head-Quarters, Graham's Town, 21st Jan., 1835, 

1.-The Commander-in-Chief desires to oll'er to Lieut.-Col. Smith the ex
pression at once of bis unqualified approbation, and of his warmest thanks 
for the important services which he has rendered to the King-and-the colony 
during the period of his commanding the forces in the frontier distric1B. 

The unparalleled rapidity with which be rode night aud day from Cape 
Town to Graham's Town-a distance of 600 miles-accomplishing it in leas 
than six days ; his indefatigable and most able exertions from the moment 
of his arrival to expel the savage enemy from the ground their unexpected 
and treacherous invasion had gained; to all'ord protection and support to 
the inhabitants ; to restore confidence; and to organize the armed population, 
and combine the resources of the country, have been beyond all praise; and 
justly entitle him to the grateful acknowledgments of the colony, and of the 
Commander-in-Chief. · 

2.-Colonel Smith will, for the present, resume bis duties as Deputy -
Quarter-Master-General, and Acting-Deputy-Adjutant-General of the Forces; 
and in this capacity, as Chief of the Stall', will take charge of the organiza
tion of a force to be prepared for active operations ; for carrying which into 
ell'ect he is hereby authorized to make requisitions upon the competent de- · 
partments, and to approve all requisitions and contracts ; which appronls 
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will be their sufficient warrant for the corresponding issues and purcbues : 
and he will be so good as to make a daily report of the progress of this ser-
vice to the Commander-in-Chief. · 

8.-The Commander-in-Chief desires to expre88 his best thanks to Lieut.
Col. Somerset, Commandant of Kaff'raria, for hi• active and iucesaant exer
tions for the protection of the district, ud of tlae frontier potts, upon tile 
invasion of the barbarians. 

4.-To Lieut.-Colonel England, 75th Regt., and Captain Selwyn, Royal 
Engineers, also, the Commander-in-Chief desires to offer his thanks for their 
able and unremitting exertions in placing Graham's Town in a state of de
fence, and for omitting no practicable measure which that important object 
demanded. 

5.-To Captain Armstrong, Ca Mounted · es, the acknowledgments 
of the Commander-in-Chief are es 
with which, under very trying circum 
the settlement of Tambookie Vly. 

J due, f'or the firmness and judgment 
he preserved and maintained 

6.-To Major Burney, Major Lowen, nd tlie whole active and excellent 
corps of the Cape Mounted Rides, the Commander-in-Chief returns his espe-
cial thanks. • 

7.-The Commander-in-Chief acknowledges the se"ices of Major Cox,and 
the corps of regular troops and burghers under his order, in the recent en• 
terprise on the Kafir chiefs Eno and Tyali, which was conducted with great 
judgmeut, perseverance, and effect. 

8.-Mr. Palmer, and the Commisaariat Department, have also merited the 
thanks of the Commander-in-Chief, f'or the performance of the arduous and 
laborious duties of their department. 

9.-The Commander-in-Chief has learned with great satisfaction the ex• 
cellent spirit which has animated the authorities and the local burgher force
Lieut.-Colonel Sparks, and the Volunteers of Graham's Town and Albany; 
and the alacrity with which all have hastened to combine in the general 
defence. 

10.-To Mr. Van Ryneveld, and the burgher foroe of Grufr-Reinet, for 
the prompt and spirited manner in which he advanoed on a portion of the 
district; and also for his active and useful operations on his march, the 
Commander-in-Chief desires to expres1 his acknowledgments, as well as to 
the burgher force of part of the district of Uitenhage. 

11.-All reports heretofore made to Lieut.-Colonel Smith, to be addressed 
tothe Deputy-Quarter-Master-General and Chief of the Staff', for the infor· 
mation of the Commander-in-Chief. 

H._ G. SMITH, Lieut.-Col. 1 Chief of the Stall'. 
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(No. 4). 

Abstract from the Register of Statements made by Applicants for Relief, to the Board of Relief in 
Graham's Town, up to the 31st of December, 1835. 

NumberofState- Numberofln- NumberofH0118e1. Live-stock lost by Applicants. I Live-stock saved by Applicants. 
111entsofApplicants dividuals in-
for Relief, recorded cludedin these Burnt. I Pillaged. I Trained I I Sheep & Ca I I I Sheep & 

in the Register. statements. Cattle. Oxen. Horses Goats, ttle. Oxen. Horses Goats. 

l,2S9 I 5,697 I 3115 I 1161 142,6151 5,115 I 1,112 1112,135 t 6,860 I 3,144 I 1,119 I 99,878 

This Summlll')' can give but an imperfect idea of what has been lost or saved even by Applicants, as many of the statements 
••are defective-and there are many severe Sulferers who have not applied to the Boar~. 

Abstract from tl1e Record Book of the Local Committee at Kat River, connected with the Board of Relief 
at Graham's Town, up to the 14th of December, 1835. 

Number of State-
Nwnberofln- NumberofHouses. Live-stock lost by Applicants. Live-stock saved by Applicants. dividuals in-

ments recorded at eluded in these I Cows& I I I Sheep & Cows& I Oxen. I Horsea I Sheep & Kat River. · statements. Bumt. I . Calves. Oxen. Hones Goats. Calves. Goats. 
578 I 2,673 I 44 I I 2,488 I l,50~557- I 5,460 I 892 

TotalLl,817 I 8,S70 I 369 l 261 I 46,103 I 6,619 I 2,329 'I 118,195 j 7,752 
s22 I 67 

,2.6~186 

N on,-Out of these 1,817 applications, 857 are by persona ol Dutch extraction; 259 British Settlers ; 
70l by Hottentot& and other penons of color. 

2,466 
102,343 
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(No 5). 

lutum of Killed and Wounded at th, Action at Commitry'• Drift, betw,n th, 
11th a11d 14th January. 

KILLED, 

John Robinson, Corporal 75th Regiment. 
G~er, } ,: ., ,:..,,_f?:-)' 

Pat McGariga], 72d R . t It{".>-..,.:"°·..\ )\. 
Al~~der Watt, egimea ~ . "',;\y <"~·.·\;,'·\ 
William Brown, . ,. '<i,i :.,~✓,\ '<'2'· 

• John Francis Goodwin, Volunteer. i::·"'l ::,.··· ";.;- :r~· 
Richard Bland, 2 Troop of Albany Sharpshooters.'~,:,: i. '. · ";. ;}' · 
W. W estero, inhabitant of Port Elizabeth. '( : ·: ... · ,,:_.,> . 
'Frederick Van der Schyff', Dutch Burgher. '··_'.:·., .,~_. ,:_.; .. ,~ 
Pieter Van Rooyeo, do. ·, ""'t 
Helligert Van Rooyeo, do, 
Casper Loetz, do •. -: 
William Hans, Hottentot. 

WOUNDED, 

Jas. Howell ; Timothy Thomas ; James Thackwray ; David Easing; Stoll'el 
Cobus; Haodrik Bartman; Hans Vander Vent; Michael Hans; Cobua Van 
Koppen; John Robertson; WilliaDt. Smith, 72d Regt. (badly, leg amputated 
abo~e the knee); D. Christie, of the 72d Regt. . 

(No. 6.) 

Head-Quarters, Graham's Town, 18th February, 1835. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Con1i1ting of dllachmtttt& of th. 
Royal Artillery, 
Royal Engineers, 
72d Highlanders, 
75th Regiment, 
Cape Mounted Ride Corps, 
Albany Sharpshooters, 
Hottentot Sharpshooters, 
Burghers of Uiteohage, 

George, 
Graaff-Reinet, 

Provisional Companies of 
Cape Cavalry attached to 
the Cape Corps, 

Port Elizabeth Yeomanry. 

1.-The Commander-in-Chief congratulate& 
Colonel Smith, and the officers and troops UD• 

der his orders -cqosistiog of detachments from 
the corps named io the margin-upon the com
plete succeas which has crowned their recent 
operations, and by which the necessary and 
important object has been attained of driving 
the hostile tribes from the woods and fast• 
oeases of tbe Great Fish River. 

2.-This enterprise was one of no ordinary 
difficulty. The enemy was numerous, well 
armed with muskets, and determined to hold 
his ground; ~hich, from the rugged and thickly 
wooded ravines, was singularly favorable to 

bis peculiar mode of fighting. The heat of the climate was suff'ocatiog in 
the woods ; the unavoidable scarcity of water distressing ; and the move
ments oecesaarily laborious and fatiguing : oevertbeleas, the able dispositions 
of the officer commanding, the prompt and exact execution of his orders, by 
those who led the different columns, and the unswerving and persevering 
energy of the officel'!I and troops, triumphed over all obstacles, and the eoeIDY 
were routed everywhere, and driven from their strongholds and over the 
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Keiskamma, with a great loss in killed and wounded; and of ull their pos• 
sessions in cattle, of which 4,000 head, with large quantities of sheep, goats, 
and some horses, fell into our hands. 

3.-It is very gratifying to the Commander-in-Chief to have learned from 
Col. Smith's report of his proceedings, that " every officer and man employed 
io the achievement of this important service, has, throughout it, well and 
cheerfully done his duty." 

4.-The Commander-in-Chief desires to olfer the expreHioo of bis full 
approbation, and of !iis thanks, to Colonel Smith for bis able diapositiona, 
and for the active and successful energy with which he carried them into 
effect. To the Colonels Somerset and E'lgland, who 80 well and efficiently 
conducted the llankiog columns; to the Majors Gregory, of the98th, M'Lean, 
of the 72d, and Cox, of the 75th; to Captain Hallifax, of the 76th ; to the 
Lieutenants Levinge, of the Royal Artillery, Montgomery Williams, of the 
Royal Engineers, and Sutton, of the 75th Regt.; to Captain Bagot, late of the 
47th Regt.; Lieutenant Rosa, of the Cape Mounted Rilles; the Field-com
mandants Rademeyer and Pienaar, (the let of the George, the 2d of the 
Graalf-Reinet burghers); to Mr. Howell, of the Port Elizabeth burghers ; to 
Assistant Surgeon Ford, of the 72d Regt., and all the officers and troops en
gaged, regulars, burghers, and Hottentot levies ; all of. whom have behaved 
admirably-the Commander-in-Chief gives his thanks, and the assurance of 
his high sense of their senices. 

H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of. the Stair. 

(No. 7). 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Graham's Town,26th February, 1836. 

1.-The Commander-in-Chief requests to thank Captain Armstrong, of the 
Cape Mounted Hilles, commanding on the Kat River, for his gallant defence 
of bis post against the numerous hordes of Kafirs, who attacked it on all 
sides on the 19th instant., who were everywhere defeated, and lied, leaving 
many dead and wounded. 

2.-The foresight with which Captain Armstrong anticipated this attack
his able dispositions to meet it, and the cool determination with which he 
carried them into successful execution, have been alike conspicuous, and are 
most honorable to him. 

3. -Captain Armstrong praises all the troops under his orders, not only the 
Cape Mounted Riffe Corps (whose courage and firmneH have been 80 often 
proved), but also to the Kat River local force, under Field-cornet Groepe, 
and the New Beaufort Levy, U!llfer Major Blakeway, who all behaved 
steadily and bravely, and to whom the Commander-in-Chief desires to return 
bis thanks. 

4.-His Excellency also desires to express to Field-commandant Van Wyk, 
the high sense which he entertains of his ready promptness in bringing up, at 
the first alarm, the valuable aid of his mounted burghers to the support of 
Captain Armstrong. 

H. G. SmTH, Colonel, Chief of the Staff. 

Digitized by Google 



238 APPENDIX, 

(No. 8). 

NOTICE. 

Head.Quarters, Graham's Town, 11th March, 1815. 

On the 6th instant one or the patroles belonging to the line or posts esta• 
blished on the right bank of the Keiakamma-from the Ebb-and-flow Drift to 
Fort Willshire-discovered the track of a cousiderable number o( KaAn, 
who had contrived to pass in unperceived between the posts during the 
precediug uight, ,.aud had apparently taken the clirection of the Com
mitty's and Trumpetter's Drifts, 011 the Fish River. 

In the middle of the Tth Capt. Jerris, of the 72d, commanding at Fort 
Willsliire; combined with Field-colllllWldant Rademeyer, who, with a part of 
his burghe'° force and a three-pounder gun, had joined him from hill camp at 
Moat Somerset, moved ·down from the Keiskamma ridge in the directio11 
which the eateriag Ka.firs had taken, and found a considerable number of 
them iD a woody ravine towards Committy's Drift ; these they attacked, 
drove them out of it, and dispersed them, capturing about 100 head of cattle, 
which the K.a1lrs had brought with them ; with some loss in killed and 
wounded to the enemy, and noDe on the part of our troops, whose conduct 
wu excellent in this movement, and alike did great credit to Capt. Jervis 
and Field-commandant Rademeyer. In the mean time the advanced parties 
of the Kalin, (of which that attacked seems to have been the rear) had 
passed on to the Committy's and Trompeter'sDrift's woods ofthe Fish River, 
and had succeeded in surprising a part of Port Elizabeth Burghers, placed 
on.the right bank of the Fish River, at Trumpeter's Drift, for the protection 
of a punt building there for the convenience of a . passage to the Commis• 
aariat. In this surprise the Burghers lost four killed, with four Hottentot 
wagon-drivers who had been allowed to take over the wagon-oxen to grar.e 
on the left bank of the river, and who had there fallen a prey, in the lint 
inatance, to the K.afirs. 

In the aftemoon of the 1th, the reports of these events having been re• 
ceived at head-quarters, Colonel Somerset (who had been for some days 
previously occupied ~ere in re-organizing the ·cavalry for the operations 
about to take place in advance) proceeded to his corps on the Fish River, 
which was reinforced by a six-pounder gun of the Royal Artillery, and the 
2d battalion of Provisional Colonial Infantry of Major Stockenstrom, while, 
to guard against the possibility of the K.a1lrs penetrating from the Fish River 
through the woods of the Kapinto the country westward of that river, (which 
was very likely to be their -object for the recovery of the cattle lately taken 
from them, and now at pasture near Salem), the first battalion of Pro•iaioaal 
Colonial Infantry of Major Bagot, supported by a force of Graaff'-Beinel 
burghers, under Captain Forbes, of the Cape Mounted Rifle Corps, marched 
to Waay Plaats for the protection of the line above the Kap. 

Meanwhile Colonel Smith, the Deputy-Quarter-Mast.er-General, and Cluef 
of the Stall' ( who was proceeding to the qjghbomhood of Fort Willah.ire to 
prepare a central camp of assembly for the troops about to adVBDCe), wu 
directed to superintend such operatious as might become necessary from Fort 
Willshire <lowu the ridge of the Keiskamma, during those carrying on from 
the Fish River thither. 

lo the course oi the Sth and 0th, the fastnesses between these rivers were 
accordingly scoured by several bodies of the troops under Colonel Someniet 
and the difl'erent parties of the enemy who had lodged themselves therein, 
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-were clriTen out, so that the patroles of the 11 th and of yesterday have not 
discovered any remaining between die Fish and Keiskamma K.ivers or upon 
the Kap ; and their tracks appear to have been all directed over the Keia
kamma into Kafirland. 

In tile course of the 9th, the Field-commandant Rademeyer, with the 
George and Uitenbage burgher force, retiring to bis camp on the Chusie from 
scouring the line between it and Trompetter's Drift, bad entered, with a small 
detached party, a cl<illely•wooded ravine to examine a lire, and was sur
rounded by an immensely superior number or Kafirs, who were lying there, 
and who attacked him with the •tmoat determination. Tbe intrepidity, able 
conduct, and personal prowess or the Field-commandant, and the correspond
ing gallantry of his people on this occasion, were beyond all. praise ; be 
fought his way through the enemywithout ftiucbing, and the rest of his force 
coming to his support, defeated them with a Joss of 70 killed and many 
·wounded, and resumed his march to bis camp. In this anequal combat, 
however, he lost ~ killed, and 8 wo1111ded ; the latter being all brought in, 
and receiving immediately the able medical aid of Dr. Morgan, Stalf-Auistant 
.Swgeon, attached to that corps. 

On the 9th Colone) Smith,from the river Keiskamma, in the neighbourhood 
·of Fort Wlllahire, bad pursued a retreating horde of the Kaftrs some miles 
into Kaftrland, in the direction of A11111-toli, of whom be killed some ; but 
could not overtake the body of them, on account of the fatigue of bis horses : 
he, however, destroyed a great number of their dwellings and establishments, 
and then returned to Fort Willsbire. On the 9th also, as had been antici
pued, several parties or Kafirs penetrated to the banks or the Kap, from 
whence they retired over the Fish River, probably on seeing the troops on 
the Waay Plaata ridge. 

The Kafirs having brought cattle with them, bad probably reckoned upon 
. remaining some time in the faatoease111e11 of the Fish River as before, and 
one of their main objects (as before suggested) was, perhaps, to penetrate 
to the neighbourhood of Salem, and recover the captured cattle. 

The Joas of the enemy in these days bas been about UO. 

Ours baa amounted to 9 killed and 1S wounded, 

The troops employed in these operations have done their duty to the satis
faction of the Commander-in-Chief. 

By Command of His ExceJlency, 

W. H. DuT'l'ON, Major, Military Secretary. 

(No. 9). 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

·Head-Quarters, Camp on the Keiskamma, 29th March, 1835. 

1,-The Commander-in-Chief baa again the satisfaction to record his ap• 
probation of the able conduct of Colonel Smith. 

2.-Tbe weJl-directed inroad which he led into the enemy's country on the 
26th inst., penetrating to the Umdesina, was as judicially planned as it was 
determinedly and aucceasfuJly executed, 
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s.-The rapidity with which this march of 30 miles was performed, the 
gallantry with which the enemy was attacked in bis own settlement, under 
the Amatoli, upon the strnng woody ground of which he was collected in 
great numbers, and from which he was driven; the complete 1ucces1 of the 
enterprise, and well-ordered retum to the camp after a march of · nearly 60 
miles In 22 hours, exclusive of the operations in the field, alike demand the 
praiae of the Commander-in-Chief. 

4.-Jt is gratifying that this was achieved without 1088 on our part, and 
with only one man wounded. 

5.-The enemy's settlement was destroyed. 

6.-The troops employed consisted of detachment& of the Cape Mounted 
Rides, under Ensign Lowen; of the SwelMendam burgher force, under Field· 
commandant Linde ; of the Albany burgher force, under Field-commandant 
Dreyer; and of the Corps of Guides. 

7.-Of all these Col. Smith speaks in the highest tenu of their gallantry, 
perseverance, and activity, in very inclement weather, and patiently enduring 
great fatigue ; and especially notices the veteran Field-commandant Linde 
(this being bis 6th campaign agaiut the Kafir enemy), Field-commandant 
Dreyer, whose conduct upon this as well as former occasions of the present 
war has been conspicuously good ; and be also mentions Lieut. Balfour, 72d 
Highlanders, bis acting Aide-de-Camp, for bis conduct upon this and previ
ous occasions, and speaks highly of Ensign Lowen, of the Cape Mounted 
Rides, and of Messrs. Bowker, Southey, and Driver, of the Corps of Guides. 

8.-To Col. Smith, and all these officers and troops, the Commander-in• 
Chief returns his thanks. 

H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of the Staff'. 

(No. 10). 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Camp, Poorts of the Buff'alo, 10th April, 1835. 
The Commander-in-Chief was much gratified by the well-directed move

ments, and very gallant conduct, of the troops who composed the patrole 
nuder Colonel Smith, in the Buffalo· mountains, on the 7th instant. 

Being detachments of I In this brilliant affair tlte Captains Mor• 
The 72d Highlanders, ray, of the 72d Regiment,-Crause, 
Cape Mounted Rilles, Bailie, Gilfillan, and Cowderoy, of the 
Corps of Guides, 1st Provisional Battalion, were distin• 
1st Provisional Battalion, guished ; and Colonel Smith acknowledges 
Swellendam Burghers. the assistance he received from Lie1'lenant 

Balfour, his acting Aide-de-Camp, and from Field-commandant Linde, of the 
Swellendam burghers. 

' But the intrepid and determined perseverance of Captain Murray, of the 
72d (who, although severely wounded, continued his exertions to the end of 
the day), and of his company of the 72d, were of the highest order, and 
deserve the especial praise of the Commander-in-Chief. 

H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of the Staff'. 
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(No. 11.) 

NOTICE. 

241 

Head.Quarters, Camp betweeu the Gouube and the Kye, April U.,.1835. 
Ou the 28th March, the Commauder-iu-Chief having completed bis ar

rangements for the 1st and lid lines of Frontier defence, and loepected the 
former of these lines, (as far as it embraced the country of the Bothu Hill 
and Waay ,Plaats range, and of the Great Fish and Keilkamma Rivers, 
from the sea to Fort W1llshire,) arrived in the central camp of the troop, 
assembled for the invasion of Kallrland, · which bad been placed for that 
purpose u follows: 
Officer, Commanding Divi• 

lion,:-
lst. Col. Peddie, K. H. 
2d. Col. Somerset, K. H. 

3d. Major Cox. 

The 1st Divisiou (with the head-quarters), 
opposite the Fort Willsblre Drift Ford of the 
K1,iskamma. 

The 2d near Mount Somerset, opposite the 
Line Drift Ford. 

The Sd at Fort Beaufort, opposite the 
Block Drift Ford on the Chumie. 

_4th. CommaodaotVanWyk. The 4th on the Klipplaat River, near the 
Moravian miHiooary station "Shiloh." 

Of these the 2d and 4th divieiou were all Cavalry. Each divilioo had 
with it a mouths' supplies, and the deplltl for reoewiug them had been 
formed'at Fort Willsbire and Fort Beaufort. 

By this disposition the troops at once preserved a strong defensive atti
tude on the Frontier, to the lut, and were pl.u:ed in the best relative posi
tion for offensive operatiooa afterwards,-sioce, under any circumstances, 
the centre of the advancing force would have been directed, in the first 
iDBtance, on the Deba, and the high-road to Kallrland, the 8anking divisiooa 
moving correspondingly. 

At this time, it appeared, that the hostile tribes of the chiefs Tyall, 
Macomo, Eno, Bothma, T'Slambie, Dushanie, &c., who had devastated the 
districts of the colonial border in December and January last, had (since 
their last uosueceuful attempt to penetrate into the colony by the Fish 
Rivtt_ and the Waay Plaata, early in March, and the eevere chastisement 
which they bad then incurred) thrown themselves into the mollDtaiD chaiu 
from the Cbumie eastward, embracing the Amatola, the Tabin-doda, and 
their dependencies, and extending to, and couoectiog with, the Buffalo 
mountains, above the sources of the Keiskamma and Buffalo, closing in the 
basin of woody ravines called the "Poort& of the Buffalo ;" where they 
poHessed the advantage of a ready communication with the chief Hiotza, 
who bad, some months before, moved for that purpose to the country of the 
Amava, on the Upper Kye; and who, it was well known, bad all along 
covertly countenanced their proceedings against the colony, and received 
into his country large quantities of the plundered cattle, horses, sheep, &c. 

Ou the 80th and Slat of March the three right divisions broke up· from 
their respective camps, and moved, the 1st (and Head-Quarters) to the 
Deba, where it encamped under the southern base of the Tabin-doda, on 
the 1st of April; the 2d division along the country up the left bank of the 
Keiskamma, clearing in its course of all straggling parties of the enemy, 
and joining the Head-Quarters and 1st division, encamped also on the 
Deba on the 1st. 

The Sd to the Block Drift Ford of the Chumie, and the 4th moving from 
the Klipplaat Rivf'r by the Bontebok Flats, was directed upon the northern 
side of the Keiakamma and Buffalo mountains. 

4 B 
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In the course of the 1st and :.td April, it had been ascertained that the chief 
Tyali wu in his 11sual retreat, the lesser Amatoli ; and that the other chiefs 
were also in connection with him, and in the chain of mountains above de
scribed, wbjch wu corroborated by their fires along the Amatoli and Tabin-~.· . . 

le consequence of this, QD the night of the 2d and the morning of the 3d 
of April, a series of concentric operations commenced; and continued - all 
the divisions co-operating-the lst_and 3d acting in the mountains, the 2d. 
and 4th flanking their movements along the northern and southern bases of 
the hills respectively,-by which corresponding portions of the range we1·e 
successively encircled, and thoroughly beaten and cleared of_ the Kafirs, who 
retired eastward, until the chiefs meutioned above, with their followers, 
were all congregated in the fastnesses of the Poorts of the Buffalo;" where
the troops having been well drawn round them, and placed at thP.ir respective 
points of attack on the evening of the Bth-they were attacked rarly in the 
morning of the 9th, and these operations concluded early in the morning of 
the 10th, by the assembled chiefs being cvt!l-y where driven from their ground, 
and dispersed through the woods and mountains, each seeking separate 
shelter as they could find it-disheartened and dismayed, as was known by 
their women and deserters.; and none having escaped into the valley of the 
Buffalo, or in the direction of the Kye, which had been watched by the 
cal'alry of the 2d and 4th divisions. A considerable number of the HotCen
tots who had been carried off in I)ecember, ilow deserted the Kafirs, and· 
came in with their guns. · · · · 

These operations, from the 1st of April to the 12th inclusive, cost tbe 
enemy great loss in killed and wounded,-sev'>ral of th.eit mio_or chiefs (one 
a son of Eno )-altogether about 15,000 head Qf cattle t\!,ken and sent into the 
colony; and above all other advantages the Kafirs have been taught-which 
they had not been in any former war·-(when besides they had no guns) that, 
no matter what may be their strength, ao_d impervi .. us nature of the itlens 
nnd ·mountains in which they may harbour, they will be closed with unhesi• 
tatingly by the troops, penetrating to them in all directions, and as certainly 
defeated in the hand-to-hand combats resulting from this mode of attac:.:. 

This done, the C_onimander-fo-Chief, oil the evening of the 10th, directed 
the 3d division," urider Major Cox, to continue upon the theatre of the recent 
operations, an'd incessantly to pursue, attack, and harrass, all the straggling 
parties of the enemy, allowing them no repose; and by this means prevent
ing them from handing together for any mischievous purpose to the colonial 
border during the·rarther advance of the invading force, (which arrangement 
also protects the communications with_ it by the road over the Deba,) and t(!_ 
render this security to the frontier more effi:ctual, the 4th di.vision, under 
Field-commandant Van Wyk, was at the same time sent to take post in the 
country of the Chtimie, for the present, where he will be disposable, uot 
only as an immediate· reinforcement to the defences of that portion of the 
border, but be enabled to detach parties of his. cavalry to swee.p the country 
towards the Chalumna, and the left bank of the lower Keiskamma, aod to 
drive into the colony the cattle collected by the t>nemy in that direction. 
Having made these arrangements, the Commander-in-Chief moved, on the 
11 tb, with the 1st division Ul)On the Kye, by the· hjgh road over the Buffalo 
and Gonube rivers (according to his original plan of operations) sending, on. 
the morning 'of the 10th, the 2d 'division along the country down the baaks 
of those rivers, towards the sea, -with orders to attack and vigorously fol· 
low 'up all bodies of Kallrs which might fall in its way (that country having 
been their resort for securing their cattle), and then rejoin his head-qiiarters 
on the (?onube, on his onwards route to enter the territories of Hiutza, -with 
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·\\·hmn there is an account to settle. Colonel Soblersethas reported his having 
killed a chief, and about 30 of the enemy, and taken nearly s,ooo head of 
cattle. 

It is quite impossible to speak too highly of the troops employed in these 
operations. Their excellent discipline-the correct precision with which they 
have executed the· various combinations for flanking aud hemming in the 
eoemy,-the patient perseverance with which they have endured extraor
dio_ary fatigue, !!-Rd penetrated the fastnesses of the mountains,-and the 
brilliant gallantry with whic'h, forcing their way. into the . woody ravines to 
reach the enemy, they have closed with and ·defeated them wherever they 
were to be found,-have been alike beyond all praise. The new Hottentot 
levies have behaved admirably well; deserving' equal mention with the old 
soldiers ; and the annexed General Orders will attest the Commander-in· 
Chiefs appreciation of the merits of all. 

Meanwhile, it i,s most gratifying that the killed and wonn_ded'in all these 
affairs have only amounted to the 'numbers lh the f9lfowing list (the two 
marked• having been the result of accirlents),-that the latter have all (with 
two exceptions) done well,-and that there 1s scarcely a sick man to be found 
in any of the divisions. _ . 

By command of His Excellency the·commander-in•Chief, 
W. H. OonoN, Major, Military Secretary 

Head-Quarters; Camp in Kafirland. 
Return of ti.. Killed and Wou11d1d ill ,lh• Invading Army, fron th, 30th Marc-l 

to th, 13th .dpril, 1835. 

{ 
•1 Serjeaat, 1st Provisional.Hottentot Battalion, 

a Killed. •1 Private, Cape Mooted Jli11es, ·. 
1 · do., 2d Provisional HoUeutot Battalion. 

-These two were killed by acoident, and one only by the enemy.· 
1 Field-com19aoclant, alightly. il Captain_, 72d Regt. severely. 
4 Privates, do., I severely, a llightly. 

11 Wounded. I Burgher Force,.Sd division, · , eeverelf. 
· 2 Private.; 2d Provisional Hottentot Bat• . . 

talion, I severely, 1 slightly. 
1 of the (',orps of Guides, dangerously. 
1 Camp Follower, severely. 

The wounded are doing well, with the exception of the man of the Guides, 
and one of the 2d Provisional Hottentot Battalion. 

The troops have been uncommonly hea,lthy since entering Kafirland. 
Jo11N MURRAY, Principal Medical Officer. 

(No. 12). 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

Heall-Quarters, Camp OD the Dabakazi, Sd May, 1836. 
1.-Whiie the 1st and 2d divisions have been employed on this side of the 

Kye, the 3d and 4th divisions, under Major Cox and Commandant Van 
Wyk, have ably and efficiently executed the instructions with which these 
officers were charged, when they remained on the other side of the Bnff'alo, 
to harrass and pursue, through the mountains and glens, the beaten and dis
persed tribes of the frontier chiefs; they have accordingly scoured the mono-
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tai.Ds of the Chumie, Amatoli, Keisbmma, and Buff'alo, allowing the enemy 
oo repose or resting-place ; and especially Crom the 19th to the 20th of the 
last month, when they caused the Ka11n a great lou ill men, and captured 
and aeot into the colony G,000 head o( their cattle. 

1.-lo these active and continued operatiou, carried oo in a couotry of 
mo1U1tainl verJ difficult to penetrate, the troop■ h~ve evillced a patient en• 
durance of fatigue, and a determined perseverance .which C&DDot be praiaed 
too higblJ. 

1.-The frontier chief's and their scattered followen are now reaping ia 
conaternation and dilmay the juat fruit■ o( their treachery, bad faith, and un
provoked atrocltie■ towarda the colooJ ; and, diaappoioted at the support 
which they had expected f'rom Hintz&, of which the recent operatiou of the 
troopa here have deprived them-the7 are wandering through the mo1111taina 
eeeking illdividual ■af'ety. 

4.- Meanwhile the colonial border hu been ao perfectlJ protected by the 
·movementa of the four diviaioos of the force■ ill .Kallrland, that no Kain 
have cro1aed it aince the day these forces took the field. 

G.-On the 17th ult, Captaia Warden, Cape Mounted Ri11es, with a de
tachment of the Cape Mounted Ri8e■, Kat Ri,er Legion, and Fingoe■, joined 
by the Tambookie tribe of Voosanie, under the chief Vadanna, attacked the 
parties of Hintz&, beyond the river Buhee, caused them considerable JOl8, 
and captured 4,ooo h8!Ld of cattle. 

6.-The Commander-in-Chief desires to off'er hie thanks for these impor
tant services to all the officen and troops employed in them, and for the 
discipline, peraeverance, and gaIJantry with which they have been per· 
formed; and especially to the Commandant Van Wyk; to Major Cox; to 
Major Stockenatrom and Captaia Stretch, o( the l!d Pro.-isional Battalion ; 
to Captain Jenia, of the 7'1d Highlanders; to Lieutenant Granatt, Cape 
Mounted Bi.lies ; to Lieutenant Sutton, 7'Gth Regt,, Field-Adjutant to the 
Id division; and Captaia Warden, of the Cape Mounted Riftea. 

7'.-Captaia Armstrong, on the 10th and 11th nit., in the neighbourhood 
of Camp Adelaide, from the herd& of which poet some cattle had been stolen, 
executed a very akillful night march, aurpriled the kraals of the Ka1lr rob
ben, of whom aome were killed, the cattle re-taken, with others in addition, 
to the amouot of 7'00 head, and securely driven back to the post. 

This service was performed with Captaia Armatrong's usual ability and 
Judgment, and the Commander-in-Chief desires to off'er him his thanks for it, 

H. G, 8111TH, Colonel, Chief of the Staff', 

(No. II). 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarten, Camp on the lr.olo, May 2d, 1815, 
1.-With reference to the General Order of the 30th nit., announcing the 

cessation o( Ho11tilitie1 with the chie( Hintza, who had then accepted the 
condition, prescribed to him,-the Commander-in-Chief now desires to record 
hi■ opinion of the achievements of those detachments of this force whOIII 
duty it wu to be more immediately instrumental in these successful resulta. 

2,-They will be beat set forth io the reports of the distinguished officer 
who conducted them, which follow ; and the Commander-in-Chief the rather 
publishes them entire, (or the iofonnation of the troops, because they alf'ord 
a striking example of the true manner in which such services should be led 
(alike in a plain or mountain country, both o( which they embrace), and ho1' 
the leader should be seconded and obeyed by his troops. 
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Head..Quarten, IOth April, 1815, Bivouac ou the holo. 
S1R,-I have ihe bouor to report to :,our Excellency thatimmediately ~ 

the proclamatiou of hoatilitiea agaia1t the cluef Hilltsa, ou the mol'Dillg of 
the 24th iuL I proceeded, ill conformity with your wtractioos, with a 
patrole of thirty of the Cape Mouut.ed Riies, two hDDdrecl and tea of the 
Mounted Burgher Force, of the 1st and 2ct dhisiooa, ud tbirtJ of the Corpe 
of Guides, for the PW'JIOl8 of rec011DOiteriDg the enemy, ud to illteroept 
some of the oumerou herds of oattle which were l&id to be pueiDg rapidly 
over the Tsomo. 

After leavillg Blltterworth I croued the Kalaegha, ud !Nffhed in the 
direction of the Gou, until the du1t of the retreatiDg enemy beeame pel'
ceptible. A. Fillgo at this time came in to report that the DDCle of the chief 
Maguay wu near us, aod might, if great expedition were ued, be captured. 
I despatched my Aide-de-Camp, LieuL Balfour, 72d Begt., with a detach• 
meot of the Cape Corps, to puraue him, aod to take him, if po11ible. This 
service be ell"ected in the most dextroua and Judiciou maooer, briDgiDg him 
io a prisoDer, together with one of his followers, and 80 head of cattle, 

lo order to follow up the retreating enemy with the greaf181t poslible ell• 
peditioo, I ordered to the front of the column the Field-cometa Nel aod 
GreyliDg, of the Albany burghers, being the best.mouted of my patrole; 
with Field-comet Grejlillg I punued the enemy, Field-cornet Nel makiDg a 
lank movement to the right; and the body of the detacbmeot followillg with 
the ubl,lost rapidity to support the meditated attack. After a gallop at fall 
speed of on liour •nd-o-lt.olf, the 'adY&DCe 11ucceeded ill .comillg up wlda 
the enemy at the foot of the Kamegha Berg, about an hoUJ' before dark, 
and captured 4;000 head of the most beautiful cattle ; twenty Kafira were 
killed, 1everal wouoded, aDd the brother of the chief Cbopo wu taken 
prisoner. 

At about 2 o'clock oo the following momillg the punuit of the enemy wu 
resumed, and after crossing the Kamegha Berg eome Kain were shot, and 
12,000 head of cattle captured. 

lo these operations I derived the greatest. usiatance from Captain Doyle, 
A.ssL-Qr.-Mr.-General; aod of the gallant aod intrepid conduct of the Field
comets Nel and Greyliog I cannot speak too highly ; both these iodividuala 
have sull"ered snerely from the Kafir iovaaioo, aod I beg to call your Ex- · 
celleocy'a attention to the meritorious services they ha.,. so frequently reo• 
dered whilst uoder my command, aa deserving of aoy mark of approbatioo 
which you may be pleased to bestow on them, 

To LieuL Balfour I am highly indebted for the boldoeu and activity which 
he displayed io executing the important service with which be was entrusted, 

I have the houor to be, Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient humble se"aot, 

(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of the Stall". 
His Excellency Sir B. D'URBAN, K. C. B., 

GoTemor, and Commander-in-Chief. 

Head-Quarters, 30th April, 1895, 
Bivouac on the Izolo. 

S1a,-Your Excellency having been pleased to place under my command 
a detachment of the Cape Cora, forty of the Burgher Force, of the 1st divi
sion, two companies of the 72d Regt., three companies of the 1st Provisional 
Battalion, and three hundred Fingoes, for the purpose of crossing the Tsomo, 
and proceeding, according to circumstances, either down its right bank, or 
in the direction of the Kye ;-I have the honor to repo11 that I marched from 
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this camp at 5 o'clock on the morning of the 26th inst., and having ucer, 
tained, on my arrival at the Tsomo, that the chief Hintza was at his kraal 
on the Gongolocho, a small rivulet about eeYen miles distant from the Tsomo, 
I puhed fonranl with the gi'eate1t rapidity possible in the hope of taking 
him by earprile; but one of hie mounted patrolea, whom we observed in our 
front, gave him timely notice to elude our punuit. The kraal ou our arrival 
bon, evideJlt marks of having been recently inhabited. 

I then proceeded in the direction of a mountainous range between the 
Tsomo and the Kye, upon which a considerable number of eattle had been 
observed. The infantry were directed to follow the coune of the Taomo, if 
practicable, wbi11t I moved with the mounted force directly oo that part of 
the mountain where the cattle had been seen. Upoo our appn,aeb the 
enemy fted with the utmost rapidity, driving 01Fhi1 flocks and herdl inevery 
direction into the deepravineswith which tbemountain isietenected. About 
4,000 bead of cattle fell into the hands of the infantry; and by p1ll'luing the 
enemy with the utmost vigour and rapidity, the cavalry succeeded in C9111iag 
up with him at the head of a very deep ravine called the Accalomba, wflieli 
descends into the Kye. I dismounted all the burghers, and directed them to 
enter the kloo( aad to descend to Its lower extremity, there to torn and driYe 
the cattle out before them. Two prisoners were taken, and 1,200 head et' 
cattle fell into our bands. 

At this time I was about 20 miles distant from my infantry ; 11 therefore, 
drove the cattle towards them for two hours after dark, and then biYou~cked 
for the night ; from one of the prisoners I ascertained that a considerable 
number of the enemy, with a large herd of cattle, were in the bed of the 
Kye. I, therefore, lost no time in proceeding to put myself in command of 
the infantry, which I found bivouacked on the left bank of the Tsomo; and 
after sending off' the cattle already captured, I proceeded with the greatest 
poeaible rapidity to the Accalomba, and pursued its course till I arrived at 
the Kye. The heat during this day's march was excessive, and the route 
most mountainous and difficult; yet, about two hours before dark, after an 
uninterrupted:march of 25 miles, I succeeded in coming up with the enemy in 
the paSB deicribed by the Kafir ; he fted with such rapidity that. two of his 
bones died from fatigue the moment they came into our possession. About 
31000 ·bead of magnificent cattle (of which about 1,260 were colonial), and 
seYeral bones fell into our hands. I bivouacked on the Kye, and the next 
morning proceeded on my return, and arrived here on the second day at 2 P.M. 

I assure your Excellency that the difficulties of the road, the distance 
marched, and the extreme heat of the weather, required the most unremitting 
exertion in the lrooJ18 ; and the energy and perseverance of the officers and 
men merit your Excellency's marked approbation. 

The result of the five days' operation~ of the troops under my command 
bas been most satisfactory; nearly U,000 .bead of cattle have fallen into our 
bands, many of the enemy have been shot, whilst our loBB bas been triffiJlg; 
and the savages have again been taught that !)either .woods, ravine,, nor 
mountains can secure them from the pursuit of British troops. 

In the course of these operations I felt much indebted to Major White, the 
Asst •• Qr.-Mr •. General to the Burgher force, for the great judgment and 
ability be displayed, and the valuable assistance I derived from him. I also 
beg to acknowledge my sense of the services of Captains Murray and. 
Craven, 72d Highlanders; of Captains Crausc, Cowderoy, and Gilfillan, of 
the 1st Provisional Battalion; of Lieut. Wade, of the Cape Mounted Ri11es; 
and also of my Aide-de-Camp, Lieut. Balfour; and of the officers and troops 
generally. . · 

I am particularly indebted lo Mr. Driver, of the Corps of Guides, for the 
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Splri"d manner in whicb he deaceQded into this ra.viQe -tbongh full of Kain 
---,-setting .a bright example to· the burghers whom I had dis111ou11ted for that 
purpose. . 

More difficult and fatiguing marches no troop• evel,' encoW1te~ed, and these 
happy results could 'ilot have been ol;>taio!'d without extraordinary exerti,oos. 

· · · · I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of the S~ff. 

lfia Excellency Sit B. D'URBAN, K. C. B., K. C. H., · 
Governor and. Conimande~ in Chief. 

~.-The Comma11der--in-Chief. most fully coacun in the well-merited eulo
gium wbieh Colonel Smith baa pulled upon the officers and soldien under 
bis eoounaod during tlaese arduous and eminent se"icee. For these he offers 
bis thanks to tliem all, and especially to C'.ol. Smith himself; to Capt. Doyle, 
nd Regt., A11t.-Qr.-Mr.-General; to the Field-Comets Greyling and Nel, 
of the Albany Burghers; tu Lieut.-Balfour, 72d Regt., Aide-de-Camp to 
Colonel Smith; to Major Wliite, Assl-Qr,-Mr.-Gen. ot • the Burgher Force; 
to the Captaias Murray and Craven, of the 12d Highlanders; Crause, Cow
deroy, and Gilfillan, of the 1st Provisional Battalion; to Lieut. Wade, of 
die Cape Mounted Rides; and to Mr. Driver, of tile Corps of Guides. 

(No.14). 

NOTICE. 
Head-quarters, Camp on the Dabakazi, 3d May, 1835, 

Since the notice of the 13th of April la,it, ".from, the Camp between the 
Go·uube and the K)'e" (aD<l with reforen~e to it), the followiµg. movements 
and events have taken place :- , 

On the 15th of April, the Commaoder-i,o-Chief. crossed the Kye with the 
ht dh·isioo, and entered the country of Hiotza, <f uly announcing to. t4at 
chief the cause of this measure, namely, to demand from.him ·a •~.satisfac,-, 
tory answer, hitherto withheld, to the official communications. made to him 
in February and March last, respectively, through the· Commandant Van 
Wyk; ana, if necessary, to enforce the ful'filµient of the conditions therein 
proposed;" and in,viting and requiring the chief to meet him. in person to 
settle this question, without resorting to hostilities; from which.,, he was in• 
Conned, that the British troops would abstain., j\waitjng a r.eaaonable pi;riod 
for. his answer: proved that His people committed no host,ile act upo11, 1/um, 
The adherence on m1r part to this pr.omise,, was secured· before crossing tjie 
Kye, by the General Order annexed, an!! was faithfully observed. 

On the 17th tjie Comm~der-in-Chief encamped with tb.e 1st llivisipn on 
the Gona (near the late station of the.Wesleyan mission), the o~dinary resi
dence of Hintz&, before his recent removal to th·e.Upper Kye, for the purpose 
of carrying on more readily his communications with the chiefs of the frontier, 
then in arms against the colony (with whom he had evidently coalesced), aall 
of receiving his share of the colonial plunder. . . 

On the 20th the 2d division joined the head-quarters on the Gona, its 
earlier junction having met with soiµe delay, the horses being m.~fb,, f11-tigued. 

On the 22d the Commander-i1t-ChJef, who, as soon as he ha~ arrived a$ 
the Gona, had taken measures t1> open a communication with the English 
missionarie.s beyond the Basb.ee (including the missionary formerly on the 
Gooa, who had fled thither for rjlfuge fro1;11 th,e violence and rjl11ine ofHintza), 
having be~n· made aware, by their answer, of the danger of their present 
situation, and of their ea\'De~t desire to come a.way, detached an officer, with 
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a snfficient escort, to briug them in security to bis camp, in order lo their 
afterward proceeding to the colony, their further stay in these countries 
being, for the present, at once utterly uaeleas to the cause of religion, and 
very perilous to themselves. 

Meanwhile the time appointed for the coming of HiDtza to a conference 
bad elapsed ; it bad been fixed at live days from the original communication 
made to him on the 15th of April, which was ample time for the purpose, 
aince be was known then to be no more than a day's distallce from the head
quarter11. The Commander-in-Chief, however, waited four additional daya, 
and then, (on the ninth day,) when it had become manifest that the chief 
was studioualy and evaaively practiaing delay; and when, besides, bia people 
had th-1"• broken the condition of the auspenaion of boetilities, by the 
mnrder of a British mesaenger-Armatrong-on the high-road between the 
camp and the Kye ;-he, on the 24th April, called before him Coubou, a 
councillor and captain of Hintza's, and known to be such in bia confidence, 
(who bad come into the camp aa a spy), recapitulated to him the cauae of 
the quarrel, proclaimed war with Hintza, in bis preaence, and diamiased bim 
to inform Hintza of it. 

On the arrival of the Commander in Chief on the Gona, be has found in 
the surrounding country a race of people called "Fingoes," the remnant of 
a tribe (with their descendants) who, as it appean, had formerly inhabited 
a district farther eastward, but had been since nearly exterminated by 
Chaka, the Zoola chief; and having· lied into Hintza's couotry for refuge, 
they were converted into slave,, and held in the moat degraded· state 
of bondage, the Kalin exercising the power of life and death over them at 
will and without appeal, and regarding them in little higher estimation than 
beasts; Hintza himself, in a recent conference, having laid that they were 
Au dog,, and expreaaed bis surprise that be should be forbidden to kill them 
at his pleasure. 

Nevertheless, they are represented as an industrious, gentle, and well
disposed tribe; good herdsmen, good agriculturists, and useful se"ants; 
(withal, well armed with shields and assegais, and practised in their use.) 
They are extremely well at>0ken of by all the Missionaries who have lived 
among them, whose ministry they regularly attended; and, indeed, they had 
contributed mainly to save the lives and property of the last missionary, Mr. 
Ayliff'e and his family, upon a rec-ent occasion, and enabled them to escape 
to the Bashee. 

The eight chiefs (Macalina, Umkusukaba, Mabackala, Tacmenie, Mack
laabiso, Matomela, Umsutu, and Tama,) of their tribe, (which amounts 
perhaps to 6,000 souls,) had come to the Commander-in-Chief in a body 
1000 after his arrival on the Gona, and earnestly besought him, in the name 
and behalf of their people, to receive them under British protection, as 
subjects of the King of England, and that they might return to the colony 
with the troops, and be aettled in or near it. They added, that the op
preasion of the Kaflr11 of Hintza was so intolerable, and their apprehension 
of future dang-er from them ao itreat, in consequence of the assistance they 
aff'orded to the British 1\-lissionaries, that they were determined at any rate, 
to migrate, and seek some other country. 

The Commander-in-Chief having well weighed this question in all its 
bearings, came to the conclusion, that a compliance with their entreaty would 
be at once an act of the greatest beneficence in itself, as eff'ecting the eman
cipation of 6,000 human beings from the very lowest and worst state of 
elavery, and in the true spirit of the sweeping emancipation so recently made 
by the mother country ; while, at the same time, it would obviously assist 
his measures in the present war, a::id render ultimately a most important 
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beneit to the colony ; and, with regard to ffiata and hia people, thia pri• 
vatioo would be but an act of justice, u well on accowat of the cl'll81 
oppreuioo which they have exercited towards these Fingoea, u of their 
treachery and ungrateful conduct towards the colony, which had well 
merited this addition to the other chutiaemeots prepared for them, He 
therefore, acceded to their wishes, received them u free British subjects, 
and will bring them back to the colony ; where, if they be settled iD the 
present uoiohabited, and worse than useleu, district, between the Fiala 
River and Lower Keialtamma, they will 1000 convert it ioto a country 
abounding io cattle and coro,-will furoiah the beat of all barriers agaiut 
the entrance of .the Kafin into the Fish River buah, (ao long a aource of 
mortal appreheosioo aod iojury to the colony,) aod will, heaidea, all'ord to 
the colooiats a plentiful aupply of excellent hired Hrvants. ·1o the mean
while, they are of es1eotial use here, u guide1 aod cattle-drivers, aod are, 
moreover, well-diapoled to fight agaiuat the Kain. 

Oo the 24th aod 26th April, after declariog war aod diamiaaiog the 
co11D1ellor of Hiotsa, the Commander-lo-Chief moved with the lit divialoo 
to,vards the Tsomo, ·1eaviog the 2d diviaio11 oo the Gooa, to renovate its 
horsea, to aecore the depots, Gld commuoicatioos by the Cord of the Kei, 
and with the Buhee, aod to receive aod guard the captured cattle, which 
the commencing operatioos could oot fail to produce. 

Oo the 26th he encamped oo the lzolo, (a tributary stream to the Taomo, 
into which it falls a little above the cootaeoce of the latter. with the Kye,) a 
ceoveoieot position for hie prueot. objects, beiog iD the heart of Hiotza'1 
territory, and in the immediate neighbourhood of hia reaideoce; while it 
wu, at the aame time, a central point of commuoicatioo from all the necee
llU1 quarters, aod e1pecially approximated more nearly to the Id diviaioo 
on the upper Bufl'alo, 

Duriog the 24th and 25th April, Col. Smith, with a patrol of cavalry,. 
moved to the right of the line of march, by the head of the Gooa, aod 
ancceeded with a handful of men, by ao extracrdioary rapidity, aod by the 
exercise of that prompt aod reaolute deciaioo which marks hia character, 
in capturing and securing nearly 6,000 head of cattle, making two chiefs of 
Hiotza's (Maguay and a brother of Chopo) prisoners, aod occaaiooing the. 
enemy some lou in meo, with oo loss to his own party. 

It was ao enterprise which hu demanded the commeodatioo of the Com
mander-in .Chief; and Col. Smith speaks very highly of the conduct of Capt. 
Doyle, of the 72d Regt., Asst •• Qr.•Mr.-Geoeral; of Lieut, Balfour, hie 
Aide-de-Ciuop ; and praise, especially the intrepid conduct of the Field• 
cornets Nel aod Greyling, of the Albany Burghen. These Field-coroete 
have been often distinguished duiog the present war, aod are of great merit, 
Col. Smith haviog rejoioed the head-quarten oo the 26th Aprtl, again moved 
oo the morning of the 26, with a small detachment of the burgher force, 2 
companies of the 72d Regt,, S of the 1st Provisional Battalion, and some of 
the Corps of Guides, crossed the Taomo, penetrated ioto the mountains to 
the residence of ffiatza, whom he very nearly surprised, beat up the whole 
of the siirrouodiog glens, aod, and after ao arduous aod moat fatiguiog duty, 
cootiouiog through the 26th, 21th, aod 28th April ( during the whole of which 
time men aod officers slept io the woods), brought io altogether from 9 to 
10,000 head of beautiful cattle (some huodreda pf which were colonial) aod 
part of them the personal property of Hiotza. 

The admirable maooer in which this enterprising officer's design wa, 
seconded by the resolute determination, aod indomitable peneveraoce, of the 
troops through all the difficulties of a rugged and precipitous mouotaio coun-
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try, hu well merited the warmeat approbation of the Commander-m•Chiefi 
Colonel Smith speake in the highest tenna of Major White, Asst.-Qr.-lllr.-Ge
neral to the burgher force; Captains MWTlly and Craven, of the'72d Regt.; 
Crause, Cowderoy, and Gilfillan, of the 1st Provisional Battalion; of Lieut. 
Wade, of the Cape Mounted Rifles; of his Aide-de-Camp, Lieut. Balfov; 
&Dd of Mr. Driver, of the Corps of Guides. 

Meanwhile these movements, and their results, had a· doe etl'ect 11po11 
Hintza. The presence· of this force in the heart of his country, aad iI1 the 
immediate neighbourhood of hie residence,-the narrow personal escape 
which he had himself experienced, together with the rapidly extendmg cap
ture of cattle, had probably convinced him of the reality of the d&Dger which 
hie ingratitude and bad faith to the colony had provoked; and that the 
English power, upon the distance of which he had presumed for impu•ity 
when he had insulted it, had reached him at last. 

Under this impreHion, upon the Commander-in-Chief's assurance of safe 
conduct for himself, and also that no other person would be admitted to 
treat for him, he came into the camp on the 29th April, with his ordill&l'f 
retinue of 60 followers, and had an immediate conference with the Comman
der-in-Chief, which, with its results, will be found iD the annexed document, 
No. 2. 

On the 30th April, hostilities were accordingly suspended ; and it is grati
fying that the lose in the operations which have aecured these results, is only 
to the amount returned•in the annexed list, No. 3; and the troops have no sick. 

The Commander•in-Chief on the 2d inst. moved with the lit division a, 
this camp, by which movement it baa rejoined the 2d division ; and being 
on the high road between the Gona and the ford of the Kye, is in a . COIIVe
oient position far sending oft' the captured cattle to the colooy,-for awaiting 
the fulfiJment of the treaty which Hintza has made ; and for such ulterior 
measures aa may become expedient. 

The chief Hintza, and his principal son Krieli, who baa since joined 
together with his uncle Bookoo, continue, by his own deaire, to reside in, 
and move with, the camp of the Commander-in-Chief; ud he ha, dispatched 
bis orders for the immediate collection of his first instalmeat of 26,000 head 
of cattle and 500 hone,. 

In the meanwhi111 the Commander-in-Chief, who had some time ago en
tered into an agreement of friendship and alliance with Vadanna, chief of 
the Vooaanie Tambookies, on the Bashee, had sent to that chief a amall de
tachment of cavalry with aome Fingoes, under Captain Warden, of the Cape 
Mounted Riftes; and this officer, in conjunction with a body of Vadanna'a 
warriors, had, on the 27th April, attacked Hintza'a posts near the Baehee, 
defeated them, and taken 4,000 head of cattle. Captain Warden's conduct 
on this occasion has eapecially;nierited the approbation of the Commander-in
Chief. 

"At the same time Faku, chief of the Amapondas, who had also been 
previously treated with, had allllounced his readiness to co-operate with the 
British troops on the south-eastern boundary of the country of Hintza, who 
being now aware of all this,-illso knowing that his concesaion alone will 
have saved him and his country from the utter destruction which the letting 
loose upon him the tribes beyond the Baabee, in conjunction with u1, will 
infallibly have brought upon .him. 

The position into which he has thu1 fallen may prove a aalutary lesaon to 
him, how he engages in schemes against the tolon)". And in that case it i■ 
better that he should remain the single and responsible chief of the country 
on the left bank of the Kye. · 

While these events were pa&1ing here, the 3d and 4th diviaiona, under 
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Major Cox aad Commandant Vaa Wyk, have ably and dlciently executed 
the instructions with which those officen were charged, wbeo they remaiaed 
on the othe,. side of the Buffalo, to harrasa and diaperse the beaten and dia• 
pirited tribes of the frontier chiefs. 

They have accordingly scoured the mOW1tain1 and gleoa of the Chumie, 
Amatoli, Keiskamma, and Buffalo, allowing the enemy no repose or reating• 
place, and eapecially from the 11th t9 the 20th of last month,-wheo they 
caused the Kalin a great lo88 in men, and captured and sent into the colony 
6,000 head of cattle. lo the Amatoli and Chumie there are now no Kaan 
remaining. 

lo these active and continued operation,, carried on in a country of moun
tains very difficult to penetrate, the troops have evinced a patient endurance 
of fatigue, and a determined persevel'l\llce which cannot be praised too highly. 
The frontier chiefs and their scattered followen are now reaping the just 
fraits of their treachery, bad faith, and unprovoked atrocities towards the 
colony ; and disappointed of the support which they had expected from 
Hintza, of which the operations of the troops here have deprived them, the, 
are wandering through the mountains seeking individual aafety. 

Meanwhile the colonial border has been so perfectly protected by the 
movements of _the four divisions of the force in Kafirland, that no Kafira (ex
cepting here and there one or two straggling robbers), have crossed it aince 
the day the troops took the field. • 

The following officers of the Sd and 4th divisions have especially merited 
the praise of the Commander-in-Chief :-the Field-commandant Van Wyk ; 
Major Cox; Major Stockenstrom and Captain Stretch, 2d Provisional Bat• 
talion; Capt. Jervis, 72d Regt. ; Lieut. Granatt, Cape Mounted Ridea ; and 
Lieut. Sutton, 75th Regt. Field-Adjutant to the Sd di•ision, as have u
auredly the whole of the troops in Kafirland. In truth, considering the 
amount of their aggregate force,-the extent of the operatioDB which they 
have carried on,-the marches which they have made,-the difficult country 
with which they often had to contend,-and the . brilliant gallantry whicb 
they ho&ve never failed to shew, whenever there bas heen occasion for ita 
exercise, together with the results which have been already obtained bf,. 
tween the 1st and 30th April,-the Commander-in-Chief feels it an act of 
juetice here to record his great obliptioDB to them all, for their good aer• 
.,.ice,, and the expresaion of hie warmest approbation and regard. 

By command of Hie Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
W. H. DoTrON, Major, Military Secretary. 

(No. 15). 

DECLARATION, 

In th, nam• ef Hi, Moil Gracieu1 Majuty WILLIAM THE FooaTH, King of 1Ae 
United Kingdom ~J England, Ireland, ~c. ~c., of Po,,,,.ion lakln of a Cuuntry 
conquered by His Majesty'• Arm,. . 

I, SIR BENJAMIN D'URBAN, Knight, Commander of the Bath and-of Hanover; 
Mljor-General in His Majesty'• Army ; Governor of His Majeety's Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, aod its Dependenciee; Vice-Admiral of the 
aame; and Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Forces in South Africa,
for divers weighty reasons set forth in my Proclamation thereon of this date 
(10th May, 1836) do, here, and hereby, take possession of all the country 
heretofore lying between the eastern boundary of the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the Kye River,-as well the White Kye aa the Great Kye,-
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from itl source in the Stormberg monotaias to the aea,-and the at'ol'ftUd 
country, iD all its extent, shall henceforth be added to, and forai a pan of 
the colony of the Cape of Good Hope ; and ehall belong to Hia Brilallllic 
Majesty's colonial domioioa,. 

Thie done, aud personally deli'rered, on the Kye River, and iD presence o( 
tlie officer& and soldien of His Majesty'• forces there usembled, and of 
HiDtza, chief of the country between the Kye and the Baahee, his son and 
heir Kreili, his relation Bokoo, and hia couasellon (heemraden); and hereto 
het my hand and aeal, this 10th day of May, One Thouaaod Eight Hundred 
and Thirty-five, at my head•quarten ou the Kye. 

GOD SAVE THE KING I 
· (Signed) B. D'URBAN, Major-General, Governor 

of the Cape of Good Hope, Commander-in-Chief, &c. 
A true Copy, 

G. DE LA PoER BERESFORD, Aide-de-Camp. 

No. 16). 

PROCLAMATION, 
By Hi, Ezc,luncy MajOT•Gemral Sir BENJAMIN D'URBAN, Knight, Comwindfr 

of the Bath, of Hanoaer, ~t., Major-Gfflff'al in Hi, Maje11y'1 .drmy, Gol/ffllor 
of the Ca,,. of Goad Hope and it, Dep,ndmcui, and Yic,,Jdmiral of the 111111, 
and Command,r-in-Chi,f of Hi, Maj11ty'1 FOTce1 in South Africa, 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN, Major-General, 
Governor, and Commander-iD.Chief. 

Whereas in the months of December and January laat put, the Kur 
chiefs and their tribes inhabiting the country along the eaatera frontier o( 
His Britannic Majesty's colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and between 
th~t line and the River Kye, viz. : Tyali, Macomo, Eno, Botma, T'Slambie, 
Dushani and others their coanections and dependentl, with the concurrence 
and counteaaace of Hintia, chief of the country between the Kye and the 
Bashee, and paramount chief of Kafirland; during a period of establilhed 
peace and amity between the colony and, these chiefs,-without provocation 
or declaration of war, suddenly and unexpectedly broke into the colonial 
frontier along ita whole extent ; at the same time laid. waste all the country 
with are and sword ; savagely murdered the unprepared iDhabitanta of the 
farma ; plundered and burned their houses ; carried otr hones, cattle, sheep, 
&c., leaving theae dietricts a desert. 

And whereas, with the troops of the King, my muter, I have defeated, 
chastised, and dispersed these chiefs and their tribes, and overrun and con
quered their country, and thence penetrated into that of Hintza, compellillg 
him to sue for peace and to accept the terms of it, which I had otrered, and 
which he has ratified. And whereas it is absolutely necessary to provide 
for the future St'CUrity of the colony against such unprovoked aggregioDI, 
which can only be done by removing theae treacherous and irreclaimable 
savages to a aafer distance. 

I now, therefore, in the name and behalf of Hia Britannic Majesty, and 
l>y virtue of the power vested in me as.His Majeaty's representative,-

. Do hereby proclaim and declare, that the eastern boundary of the colony 
ef the Cape of Good Hope is, henceforward, extended eastward to the right 
bank of the Kye River; its new boundary, efl'ected by this extension, beillg 
henceforth a line commencing at the source of the Kye River in the Storm· 
.ber,i mountains, thence following its course along the right ( or western) bank 
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through the White Kye into the Great Kye, and thence to the. mouth of the 
latter. .. 

From the aforesaid country,-whicb they have lost by the operations of 
the war which they bad so wantonly provoked, and which they have j111tly 
forfeited,-the above-mentioned chiefs, namely, Tyali, Macomo, Eno, Botma, 
T'Slambie, Duahanie, &c., with their tribes, are for ner elCpelled, and will 
be treated u enemies if they be found therein. 

GOD SAVE THE KING! 
By Hie Excellency'• command, 

(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Col., Chief of the Stall'. 
Head-Quarters on the Kye, 
Given under my hand and seal, thie 10th day of May, 1835. 

A true Copy, 
G. DE LA Pon BERESFORD, Aide-de-Camp. 

(No. 17.) 

NOTICE. 

Head Quarten, Camp on the lmposthana, ia the Province of Qaeen 
Adelaide, 16th May, 1815. 

With reference to the Jut "Notice" of the Sd iuL, '' Crom the C',amp on 
the Debakui,'' 

The mi11ionarie1 and traders therein advertea to, and their families, (about 
-one hundred British subjects of all aelCes and ages) with all their efFecta 
( couaieting of 19 wagon loads, and eome hundreds of cattle and sheep,) 
-d many native iahabitauta to the number of li00, who, Crom their attach
ment to the missionaries, or dread of the Katin, had accompanied them, 
were all brought safely into that camp on. the 5th insL, acro11 the whole 
breadth of the enemy's country, by the escort which had been sent for them 
from the camp on theGona,under CapL Warden of the Cape Mounted Rillea, 
and have since been forwarded on to the colony, together with the Fingoe 
race, about 61000, and some 20,000 cattle captured in the country of Hintza, 
under the charge and protection of Col. Somerset and the 2d division; by 
the last advices from whom of the 12th instant, they were well on their way 

• beJond the Bu8'alo and in good order. . 
• The Commander-in-Chief has bad good reason to be well pleased with the 
able arrangements of Captain Warden in the' elCecution of this service, and 
.the families rescued praise his humanity and care of them. 

These essential matters disposed of, the Commander-in-Chief, on the 8th 
and 9th instant, broke up from the camp on the Debakui, with the Head
quar.ten and lat divisions, (following the 2d division) and moved down to the 
·bank of the Kei, which he ·crossed on the 10th, and where, for reasons which 
.he had long maturely weighed and considered, he proclaimed the following 
proclamation and declaration under a royal salute of U guns; in the pre
sence of the British forces, and of Hintza, his son, two of his relatives, and 
,and several of his councillors, assembled for the purpose. The troops then 
.re~ssed the Ky1, to occupy the territory thus added to His Majesty's 
cotonial dominions, and this new district of the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, very beautiful, abundantly watered, and fertile, and containing more 
than 7,000 square miles, has, by a general order of the Commander-m-Chief, 
been honored by bearing the name of Her Most Gracious Majesty, and has 

,bee .. accordingly.designated "the Province of Queen Adelaide." 
Au entrenched camp has been since prepared here, to receive the 1st post 
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of occupation ( aeveral of which will be placed in thia new pl'O'filu:e of the 
colony), and ia nearly ready 'for their reception. 

Meanwhile Colonel Smith, with a strong detachment, has, at the request of 
Hintza, who hu set up the plea of" want of power to fulfil his eogagement," 
remained with him on the other side the Kye, to uaiat him in collecting tbe 
cattle for the fnllilment of that part of his treaty which stipulates an iGlme
diate payment, his 100 and two relatina, with some of hie couoaellora, re
maining u aecuritiee in the hands of the Commander-in-Chief. Nevertheleu 
the conduct of Hintz& hu been BU8')icioualy eYUive upon every point of the 
treaty, and dowbtle .. very little faith can be placed in him, so that the Com· 
mander-iD-Chief judged it necessary, before leaving him, to make to him the 
following admonitory aommunication. • 

On the aide of the Deba, Mlljor Cox reports several overtures having been 
made by, the hoatile frontier and mowatain tribe&, auillg for p.-ace I and one 
at length through Gaika'a widow, Suta, whereupon the Commander-in-Chief 
hu aent to Major Cox the term, upon which he will accord a suspension of 
hoatilitiea. Tbeae .tribe& are represented by Snta to have aulfered exceed• 
illgly by the conaequencea of the atrocious conduct of·their chiefs toward• 
the colony, and to be now to the last degree dismayed, and desirous of peace. 

The troops are in the highest health, and the achievment of the main ob
ject of these operationa ha• ( according to the 01igioal design of the Com• 
mander-in-Chie(), thus received its concluding impulse in the country of 
Hintza, where the combined hostilities of the aavage tribes agai11at the 
colony were first projected and arranged. 

By command of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
W. H. DVTl'ON, Major, Military Secretary. 

(No. 18). 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head.Quarters, Camp under the eastern heights of the Go011be, 
Pronnce of Queen Adelaide, 21st May, 18Sll. 

1.-The lofty and commanding hill, eastward of the river Gonube, on the 
left of, and close to, the high-road leading from that river to the Kye, called 
by the natives" Gonube," is h,mceforth named "Wellington;" the range of 
hei,;hta of which it is the summit, are named "The heights of Wellington;" 
and the work conatructing here for a post of occupation, is named "Fo..
Wellingtoo." 

2.-The Commander-in-Chief hu again the gratification of recording the 
military skill and indefatigable activity of Colonel Smith, and the admirable 

Detachm ta of ~ discipliDt, seal, and determined spirit of the ~ 
Tid HI hlant!, ~ troops under his orders in the recent .expedi· 

p ~ionai Batta1·o tion beyond the mouth of the Buhee, Upon 
~t ~ounted Rifles 1 n, no ~ormer. occasion;--and there have been man)' 
K ';° Ri Leg"on ..;d during this campaign where they have well C: v;z0 -d~a ' earned praise for these high qualities-have 

rps O ui • they displayed them in a more eminent degree. 
They marched in seven days 218 miles; overcame all oppositjon, notwith· 
etanding that this was obstinately attempted by several thousands of armed 
and determined savages ; crossed and re-crossed a large river of very ditlicolt 
banks, and brought off from its further side three thousand head of cattle, 
which had been plundered from the colony. They have also achieved a atill 
more important se"ice in the course of this bold and IJPid inroad: theJ 

•v1de page 162. 
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have l'elCUed from de1tructioa, and aafely brought ua, 1,000 of the Fillgo 
race, who, from their remote situation, had beea before uuble to join their 
couatrymen, now under British protection, and who would inevitably ha•e 
been ACriiced to the fary of the •a•agee u eoon u they ahould have bad 
leiaure to think of them. 

S.-For these se-rvices-effected too without loee from the ranb-the Com, 
mender-in-Chief return, hi1 thanks to all the troope employed, olllcera and 
aoJdien; aad he especially offen them to Col. Smith; to the Captains Mur 
ray and Lacy, of the 72d; Crause, Bailie, and Gilfillan, of the tat Prod• 
aional Battalil>n; and Ross, of the C'.ape Mounted Rifles; to Lieut. Olinr, 
AHt • .Qr.-Mr.-General; to Lieut. Bailie, of the lit Provl1ioual Battalion; 
to Lieut. Balfour, of the 72d Regt., Aide-de-Camp to Col. Smith; to Mr. 
Caesar Andrew,, hi, Secretary and Interp•ter; to Ani■tant Surgeon Ford, 
of the 12d ; to Field-commalldant Groepe, of the Kat River Legion ; and to 
Mr. Southey, of the Corps of Guides. 

4.-The Commander-in-Chief could well wish that hia tuk were here 
ended. in recording this success, RDd the talent ud spirit which secured it; 
lnat thi1 cannot be : and be bas to announce with inlinite sorrow the death 
of Major White, ABBt.-Qr -Mr.-General to the Burgher Fore••· This lamented 
geedeman (au old officer of His l\fajesty'• Royal Borderers), had been long 
aettled in the colonial district of Albany, where be wu a moat nluable 
member of eociety, alike diatiogui1bed for public utility aud for printe 
worth. He had voluntarily attached himself to Col. Smith'• 1tafr, to couduct 
a branch of the topographical department (in which acieoce be wu a pro• 
ikient), and he fell a aacrillce to his zeal in the execution of the duty which 
he had undertaken; thia had unhappily led him to aeparate himaelf to tee 
great a· di1tance from the protection of his escort, and be was iu coneequeoce 
aurprised and alain by eome of the lurking aavages who had watched hll 
movements. • 

The Commander-in-Chief most deeply laments the loss of Major White, 
u well oa public u oo prlnte grounds, io both of wbtch be aeverely feela it. 

H. G. SMITH, Col., ChleCofthe Staff. 

(No. 19), 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Camp oo the Kemeka, in the Province 
· of Queen Adelaide, 22d May, 1835. 

1. -The richly-wooded and beautiful glen, ou either aide the high-road 
leading from the Buffalo to the Kye, in which are the 1ource1 of the Kahoon 

• (where the troops halted for breakfast yesterday), is henceforth !lamed "Glen 
Aberdeen. 

2.-The fertile and extensive valley on the high-road from the Buffalo to 
the Kye (in which ia the source of the Kameka and the ground of thi1 camp), 
is henceforth named " The valley of Peel." • 

H. G. SMITH, Col., Chief of the Staff'. 

(No. llO.) 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters, Camp on the Buffalo, 23d May, 1816. 

1.-Colooel Somenet, with the 2d divieion, hu accomplished, without 
1011 and without arcident, the difficult and laborioua seryice of conducting 
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the Eogll,b miuioaariet and traders, with their families and ell'ecu, <,rt, 
vlously brought ia from the Basbee by Captain Warden;) the Fingoe natioa, 
amounting to more than 10,000 toult, and about 2',000 bead of cattle, 
from the eastern aide of the Kei, into the old colonial border, where he bu 
diltributed and dilpoaed of the whole according to bit instnlctioaa, ud 
their respective de11tinations. 

2.-This arduoua duty bas required great arrangement, humanity, pa• 
tience, and attention, and bas been very ably fulfilled by Colonel Somenet, 
to whom the Commander-in-Chief desire• to expreu his approbation and bit 
thanb. 

a.-The Commander-in-<'..hief alto thaok1 the 2d divilion, officers ud 
aoldiera, for tbe unwearied care which they have taken to fuUil Colonel So· 
meraet's orders In the execntion of this aervice, and the asaiatance which 
they hue afl'onled him, of which the Colonel aphk, very highly, attribnting 
to that assistance mainly its aucceasfnl accomplilhment ; and eapeciall:, 
these thanks are due to Capt. Forbea, who had the laborious charge of the 
rear guard, during the whole march- . 

To the Field-commandants Linde, Rademeyer, Van Rooyf'D, and Dreyer, 
of the Burglier Forces; to Dep. A.sat. Com. Gen. Trotter, and to.Dr. Morgu, 

4.-AU who hue beea employed in the careful and efl'ectaal performance 
of thil duty may feel coDSCioua that they have rendered a great and ae• 
ceptable aenice to the colony and to humanity.• 

6.-Tbe2d diviaion being now no longer required for the illYuion of Kur· 
land, the object which had occasioned its formation by the General Orcle~ 
of the 16th and 29th March, 1835, it is henceforward diacontin-aed; the 
olllcen employed in it, a, a Division, returning to the duties which tlley ud 
been previoualy fulAlling, and the Burgher Corps of Swellendam, Albu:,, 
Uitenhage, and George, hitherto belonging to this divison, to their re
epectin homes for the prt!Bent. 

The Commander-in-Chief thanks theae Burgher Corps, and the Field· 
commandants Linde, Dreyer, Van Rooyen, and Rademeyer, for their zeal, 
gallantry, and good service. · 

The George Town Burghers, under Capt. Van der Riet, at the Double 
Drift, and the detachment of the Swellendam Burghers under Field-com• 
mandant Linde, jun., now attached to the Sd division, must, howeffr, 
remain in the execution of their present duties until further orders. 

6.-In conformity with the foregoing paragraph, Colonel Somerset will 
resume the command of all the troops in the districts of Albany and Somer· 
aet, from which he was called to command the 2d division in the field, -
and Col. England, that of the 75th Regt. 

7.-The Commander-In-Chief desires to expreBB to Colonel England bis 
thanks for the great care and attention with which he has performed the 
duty of cdmmanding the ht line of defence during the absence of the 
invading force. · H. G. SMITH, Col., Chief of the Stall'. 

(No. 21.) 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Camp on the Buffalo, 24th May, 18S5. 
1.-Tbe River Buff'alo, from its source in the mountains ofits name to the 

sea, is established as the central line of occupation of the Province ofQueea 
~delaide, and the ground on both banks of this clear, rapid, and beautiful 
river, along an arc cro11ed by four fords, to which corresponding road• 
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from all parts of the country converge, (near the former Mi11ion Houe 
destroyed by the savages) is hereby appropriated and set apart to 1ucli u 
extent as may hereafter be judged expedient, as well up and dowa .._,. 
stream as on each of ii• banks respectively, to the purpose of buildiDg a 
town, which, with the site now selected for it, is named, "King William's 
Town." H. G. SMITH, Col. Chief of the Staff". 

(No. 22.) 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, King William's Towu, 10th June, 1815 • 
. 1.-Tbe Commander-in-Chief publishes three reports made to him on the 

1st, Sd, and 7th inatant, by Col. Smith, ar l,ngth, because they are full of 
valuable inatruction for young ofticen, ( whose attention, therefore, is 
earnestly invited to them,) setting forth in the clearest and moat imprenive 
manner bow such duties should be performed, as well with regard to 
arrangement of plan, as to activity and energy of exeoution; and above all, 
they fumisb a practical illustration of that great military principle wbicb 
1bonld be foremifst in the mind of every soldier, and wbicb ilo atrikingly 
·characterises th11 distinguished officer,-'' nil actum r,putan,, ri quid Ill• 
J'ft'auf 011ndu111," ' 

Head-Quarters, King William's Town, 1st June, 1815, 
S1R,-l have the honor to report to your Excellency, that upon the mora

iDg of the 21st ultimo, I proceeded with a patrol consiating of 300 hundred 
of the Somerset and Cradock burghen, uuder the command of Field-comet 
Piet Erasmua,-2 companiea of the bt Provisional Battalion, and one of 
the 72d Regt., under Major Maclean, to dislodge from both banka of the 
Bufl'&Jo, the enemy, who, it was stated, were there concentrated in rather 
considerable numbers. 

I marched from hence by the right bank, and upon my arrival at Mount 
Coke, I came upon the track of a large number of Kafirs ; I puahed forward 
with the cavalry in punuit of this spoor, and at 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
a larger body of Katirs than I had ever seen assembled in one spot, was 
discovered in an open country descending to tbe Bufl'alo. I attacked at a 
gallop, but upon my close approach, observing that they stood in amue
ment, it was evident they were people of no hostile intention, and I wu 
fortunate enough in being able to bait my men before any act of aggression 
had been committed ; the supposed enemy turned out to be the chiefs Pato, 
Kama, and Umkye, with their warriors, upwards of 1,000, and 500 Fin
goes, and a detachment of nearly 100 of the newly raised Hottentot Levy, 
under Capt. Halifax, 75th Regt, This most unexpected addition to my 
force, enabled me to decide upon sweeping both banks of the Buffalo by a 
simultaneous movement; and as it was now late in the evening, and the 
troops had made a long march, I bivouacked. I directed Capt. Halifax 
and the chief Pato to cross the Buffalo at day-light in the morning, to bring 
up their left shoulders and descend towards the sea ; while with the force 
under my immediate command, I would descend by the right bank, and 
cro11ing near the mouth of the river, the troops, their work being finished, 
should re-usemble on the left bank, At dusk, the chief Pato reporting to 
me that his scouts had seen a thousand Kafirs assembled io one spot oppo
site the ford, and on the left bank that as many more were rapidly joining 

4 K 
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the ene111y in nery direetiou. I changed my plao, aod I deaired Captaill 
Halifu and the Chief Pato to deacend tile right baak, aad that I would 
tab ill ha.od these aumeroua Kafira, the report of the aumber being also 
t:ion"Obora&ed by Captain llalifax. At day-light I crossed the Bnllillo by 
the ford called die Jakon'e Drift, and in two coloDID8 marched between the 
Cahoon aad the Buft'alo towards the sea. The enemy had lied in every 
direction, carrying oft' with him his corn, women, cattle, &c ; the left 
column under my command, consisting principally of horse, soon cam, upon 
the spoor of the enemy, cattle, &c. which I pursued with the utmost vigour, 
cros1ing the Cahoon and following the route to the Gooube. At this time 
the rain began to fall in torrenta, and the ground was so excessively slip• 
pery, the horses could hardly stand, and on my arrival at a very deep and 
wooded ravine, at the bottom of which Bows a small stream into the Cahoon, 
called the Kemeka, ftnding that the enemy bad succeeded in croaaiog it, 
tb.e only spot I bad any chance of coming up with him, having marched 
rapidly for six bours, and the roads from the rain almost impassable, I 
deemed further pursuit hopeless, and I halted, cooked, and marched to the 
mouth of the Buft'alo, where I found Captain Halifax and the chiefs, u I 
bad directed, the eueJDY having abandoned the right bank of the river upon 
the lint appearance of the chief's sco11ta. On the afternoon of the 28th ulL 

. the troops under my command made a march of 16 miles, over roads in drY 
weather most excellent, but in rain they become so peculiarly ali)lpery, it 
is almost incredible; it poured all day, yet every one struggled against this 
difficulty with cheerfulness and vigour. 

Although the force under my command was unable to come up with the 
ftying enemy, I am happy in being able to report to your Excellency, that 
the object in view bas been most fully accomplished, viz. : that of expelling 
him from the Keislr.amma and the banks of the Buflioo, and his country baa 
been laid waste,-seveu or eight hundred of his hull destroyed,-and himself 
unable to seek refuge elsewhere. 

The troops returned to camp yesterday, at 2 o'clock, having swept the 
right bank of the Cahoon, which, near the sea, becomes a large river ; and 
the chief Pato, with his warriors, is prepared to co-operate in every mes• 
sure your Excellency may propose to direct for the expulsion of the enemy 
beyond the Kye. 

If I may be permitted to oft'er an opinion, I cannot but view the circum
stance of the friendly chiefs having taken the field as a most fortunate event 
towards the completion of the war. The enemy appears to be more alarmed 
at their approach in coujooction with our troops than I can describe ; they 
are acquainted with every footpath iu the country , and if they are as brave 
as they appear willing, they will be formidable friends. A few cattle ud 
goats fell into our hands, and four Kafirs were killed. ' 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Colonel, Chief of the Staff'. 

His Excellency Sir B. D'URBAN, K.C.B, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

(No. 23). 

Head-Quarters, King William's Town, Sd June, 1815. 
Sla,-lu obedience to your Excellency's commands, l proceeded on the 

moming of the 1st iustaut to the camp of the 3d division, ou the Deba Flats, 
followed by a detachment of the 1st division, consisting of 150 of the bur• 
gher horse of Cradock and Somerset, under Field:.Cornet Erasmus, - 200 of 
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the 1st Provitional Battalion,-and one company of the ftd Regiment,
with the chief• Pato, Kama, abont 1,200 of their warrlon, and 100 Fin• 
goes, for the parpoee of carrying on the operatioa• diftCted by your Excel
lency'• memonndum of arrangement for effect11ally clearing the mo111talo 
range from the Ch1llllie to the Buff'alo, of the savage• who •till infest It, 
and from thence commit robberies and murders on the loner colonial border. 

Upon my arrival at the Deba, Major Cox informed me that the day pre
vioue he had directed Capt. Jerrie, 72d Regt., aUacbed lo his diriaioo, to 
march with the force I bad intended to have place4 under hie own orden, 
and by the precise route laid down in yo11t' FAPeellency's arrangement ; no 
time wu, therefore to be lost, or the general mondft!llt must be a failure. 
I, therefore, desired Major Cox, with the remainder of the Id division, to 
be at the foot of the Tomendodo mountain by day-light on the following 
day, the 2d inst.; that I would attach 300 Fiogoee to him; and that the 
wagou, camp, &c., were to march into bivouac under the poorte of the 
Buf'alo : and immediately rode to the meet the troope of the let division 
aud the warrion of the friendly tribes; and I halted them on ground opposite 
to the operatiou. 

Two Hottentota had this day deserted from the Bull'alo mountain from the 
service of the chief Eno. From them I ascertained that the enemy were again 
in considerable numben in the Poorta of the Buffalo, and had with them 
cattle atMI horses. This infonnation induced me to make some alteration in 
the proposed plan of operations; and, while Major Cox was to ascend the 
heights of Tabeododo, taking a circuitous route with one of the Hottentot 
deserters as a guide, I directed the chief's Pato and Kama's warriors, and 
100 of the 1st Provisional Battalion, under Lieut. Bailie, to ascend a kloof 
to the eastward of the Tabendoda, thereby enabliDg them to act immediately 
upon the sources of the Buffalo, which they were to descend; whilst, with 
the troops of the 1st division, I marched under this mountain range to l\_ttract 
the enemy's attention, until they arrived opposite the celebrated haunt of 
the chief Eno, and bis favourite position of defence, which he now occu
pied, although been driven from it; I then, with the companies of Captain 
Murray, 72d Regt., and Captain Gilfillan, 1st Provisional Battalion, as• 
aaulted this strong and almost ioacceuible range, while with the cavalry I 
made a couiderable detour to the right, so as to place them behind the 
mountain range, and intercept the retreat of the enemy, or force him to move 
so as to come in contact with the detachment under Capt. Jervis, which 
ought to be in sight of the mountain, I had ascertained, by two o'clock this 
day. The numerous enemy anticipated my movement through the means of 
his scouts, and 8ed in every direction in the greatest disorder, driving before 
him his cattle and horses. 

I was fortunate eaough to get upon the great track of his retreat, which 
I pursued with the utmost vigour with the cavalry, until I perceived his 
march was intercepted by the advance of Capt. Jervis's column, and his 
cattle had fallen into their hands. I therefore withdrew all the troops under 
my immediate control to the place of general rendezvous, on the ground 
below the Poorta of the Bufl'alo. • 

At two o'clock in the morning of the 3d inst., I again ascended the intri
cate passes of the Buffalo range with 200 of the 1st Provisional Battalion, 
Capt. Murray's company, 72d Regt., and found the enemy had entirely 
abandoned his strong hold. 

The detachments of the Sd division, under Major Cox and Capt. Jervis, 
joined me at 10 o'clock, not having been able to reach my bivouac the night 
previous. It is highly satisfactory to be enabled to report to your Excel• 
leocy, that the result of these combined movements has been most fortunate, 
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and that each dM1on 10 arrived at its point of destination, as to perfect the 
general combination most thoroughly. The chief Eno's brother, Louw, and 
Koll, the son of Cua, another brother, were killed amongst others, and their 
lire arms secnred; l,IOO head of cattle, ao horses, and a considerable quan
tity of goats have fallen into our hands. The whole range of country, upon 
which your Excellency directed these operations, has been completely cleared 
of these eavages,- their cattle taken,- their huts and com, of which they 
had a great store, destroyed, and in the di1tance each column observed the 
women in immense numben withdrawing in the direction of the Kye. 

Operations of this ex....._. nature, in a most difficult and mountainous 
country, cannot be Cllftied-onwithout great exertion and fatigue; and the 
troops, both officen and men, endured them as heretofore with the cheerful
neu and perseverance whichcharacterizee good soldiers. 

The officen in command of the different columns and detachments-Major 
Capt. Jervis, Capt. Murray, 72d Regt., Gilfillan, 1st Provisional Battalion, Co:i:, 
Lieut. Baillie, who had the command of the Kafir warriors, and the Field· 
comet Piet Erasmus, equally did their duty: and I beg to call your Excel• 
lency's marked attention to Lieut. Graunet, 98th Regt., attached to the Cape 
Mounted Rilles, whose enterprising.and energetic conduct caused the enemy 
his principal loss in cattle and horses; he is a most gallant and promising 
officer, and upon every occasion distinguishes himself; Lieut. Oliver, Dep.
Asst.-Qr.-Mr.-General, and Lieut. Balfour, were upon this occasio-, as they 
invariably are, of the greatest use and assistance to me. 

I cannot conclude the detail of these operations without obsening to your 
Excellency that such is the terror of the enemy at the sight of a British 
aold ier, that he llies with the utmost rapidity ; if, therefore, small patroles 
are kept conatantly moving through his holds and fastnesses tn every direc
tion, his cattle captured and his com destroyed, bemustabandon the country 
his treachery and defeat have lost him. Upon this principle the slight in
roads-or rather midnight robberies-which have lately occurred in the 
interior colonial boundary, would be thoroughly checked, and speedily en
tirely prevented, if the officer in command of each post was daily to patrole 
in small parties of 10 or 12, accompanied by the inhabitants, when 
any depredation bas been committed ; and if they come upon the traces 
of the Kallr, to follow it up; the savage llnding himself limited in 
every direction, and his own mode of warfare adopted, be would speedily 
lly the country, and leave the christian inhabitants in a state of security which 
they have not known for years, but which their own exertions, with the 
assistance of the troops, can alone procure them. 

I have the bonor to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) H. G. s~nTH, Colonel, Chief of the Stsft'. 

His Excellency Sir B. D'URBAN, K. C. B., &c. &c. &c. 

(No. 24). 

Head-Quarters, King William's Town, 7th June, 1816, 
Sia,- Upon my arrival in camp on the afternoon of the 3d inst , having 

effected the clearing the mountain range of the Chumie, Keiskamma, and 
Buffalo, your Excellency having received information that a considerable 
number of the enemy were concentrated in the peculiarly strong ground, on 
the left bank of the Keiskamma, on either side of the Line Drift road, and 
t~at they were committing murders and robberies upon the Fingoes lately 
!QCated on the right bank of this river, you were pleased to direct me to 
march the following force, viz. one hundred burgher horse, two companies 161 
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Pro,isional B.ttalion, one company 72d Regt., and one six-pounder gun at 
day-light on the 4th inst., to expel them from their holds and fastnesses. I 
have the gratification to report that this se"ice has been most thoroughly 
perfected. Upon my arrival immediately above the Line Drift, and at the 
commencement of the deep aud densely-wooded ravines descending into the 
Keiskamma, I perceived the recent spoor of many .Kafirs, as also the field of 
their attack upon the Fingoes,-four dead bodies lying there; I, therefore, 
sent a detachment of the let Provisional Battalion into each ravine, with 
orders to pursue it down to the Keiskamma, there to join me at a given 
point on the river, to which I proceeded by the ridge of heights which ex
tend toward1 the sea, between the --- and Keiskamma; In crossing 
the Choa Choa River, I immediately fell in with a party of the enemy, and 
took from him bis goats, and some cattle, and caused him some loss. About 
an hour after dark the several detachments re-assembled, ai directed, on a 
rivulet called the Rota, when, upon receiving the reports of the ditf'erent 
officers in command, upon whose judgment I could rely, I found although 
much had been ell'ected through a most difficult country of rocks, precipices, 
and woods, almost impassable to any but the .Kafirs, still much more could 
be done. At day-light I arranged my folfe as to ensure the completion of 
the expulsion of the enemy from his strong-holds and fastnesses in every 
direction; and I detached a body of burgher force, under Ensign Campbell, 
of the Caae Mounted Rifles, to sweep both banks of the Chamlungo from 
Wesleyville to its source ; and the troops were to concentrate, their opera• 
tioDB ell'ected, on the main road on the heights above the Line Drift,-the 
country through which I proceeded with fifty burgher horse, the six-pounder, 
and a company of the 72d Regiment, being less difficult than that which de
scended into the deep ravines running into the Keiskamma; I arrived at the 
place of rendezvous in time to enable me to continue my operations upon the 
northward of the Line Drift road ; I descended the Tamagha and cleared the 
woody banks and ravines, and concentrating the whole ofmy force upon the 
Tamagba, I bivouacked for the night, and at day-light proceeded to sweep 
the whole of the country to the northward of the Line Drift road, particularly 
a very woody range of hills, called the Hikyeberg, extending nearly north 
and south from the Buffalo Poorts to the ravines on the Keiskamma, a route 
much traversed by the enemy. 

During these three days' operations, so extended were my movements that 
it is impossible to detail each to your Excellency; I trust it may, therefore, 
suffice to say that I have most thoroughly cleared the whole of the difficult 
country from Wesleyville up both banks of the Chalunger, from the mouths 
of the small rivers and deep and densely wooded ravines falling into the 
Keiskamma, called the Kota, the Umtomba, the Shunga, and the Choa Choa, 
at the southward of the Line Drift road, and from the Tamagba, the lcani, 
the Umtata, to the lntegnisini upon the north side, and particularly the 
woody range of hills called Ilikye. 

The enemy, although his traces were numerous, lied so rapidly, that few 
were killed and only three shots fired at the troops ; the whole of the country 
has been most thoroughly traversed ; upwards of 1,200 huts, new and old, 
have been burnt; immense ,iores of corn in tvtry direction destroyed ; 215 head 
of cattle of all sorts captured; several horses, and nearly 2,000 goats, ·have 
fallen into our hands. The women were very numerous, and I, therefore, 
caused them to be amply supplied with beef and biscuit, and dismissed them 
with the assurance that the atrocities of their husbands had made them forfeit 
their homes, and that they must move over the Kye : they all stated that they 
were anxious to do so. 

It is most gratifying to know that the savages being the unprovoked ag-
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greeeon, haTe brought dowa all the misery with which they are now visited 
upon the heads of themaelvea and families; and that the great day or retri
bution, and the punishment of the unprovoked atrocities committed by these 
murderous savages upon our colonists bas arrived, and now is the period 
when they must team that the British nation not only posseaset the power 
but the determination to avenge herself upon the perpetrators of the mm,ler 
of her suhjects,and to prevent the recurrence in future. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) H. G. SMITR, Colonel, Chief of the Staa". 

His Excellency Sir B. D'UltBAlf, K. C. B., &c. &c. &c. 

s.-The Commauder-in-Cllief desires to return his thanks toColonel Smith, 
and to all the officen and troops employed in the operations which tbete 
reports embrace ; and he especially ofl'en them to Major Cox, commanding 
the Sd division; to the Captains Murray and Jervis, of the 72d Regiment; to 
Captains Hallifax, of the 15th, and GiUIUan, of the 1st Provisional Battalion; 
to the Lieutenants Balfour, Aide-de-Camp to Colonel Smith ; Oliver, Dep.
Asst..Qr.-Mr.-Gene1al; Granet, ill the Cape Mounted Rides; and to Field· 
commandant Piet Erasmus, of the Somerset and Cradock burghers. 

s.-The mountain summit over the central poort of the Bufl'alo, caUed by 
the natives '' Isidenge, by which the Sd division bivouacked on tile morning 
of the Sd of April last, is henceforth named " Kempt's Mountain." 

4.-Tbe summit of the lofty bill to the northward of King William's Town, 
on the right of, and close to, the road leading thence to the Line Drift ford of 
the Keiskamma, which discovers the whole country between the Butlalo and 
the Kye, is henceforth named " Mount Barnard." 

5.-The presence of the Commander-in-Chief bilving become indispensible 
at Graham's Town, for the due ordering of His Majesty's service, be ii 
compelled, however reluctantly, to separate for a time from the troops in 
this province, whose conduct, since they have been under bis penooal 
command, has given him unqualified satisfaction, and of whom he takes 
leave with every sentiment of approbation and regard. 

o.-It bas been his gratifying duty to thank them all so frequently during 
the short but active campaign of the last two months, that he can now have 
little to add to those acknowledgments beyond this record of bis deliberate 
opinion (as an old soldier who has seen some varied service), that they ba,e 
admirably upheld the character of British soldiers, and faithfully done their 
duty to their king and country ; an opinion which, they may rest assured, be 
will not fail humbly to place at the feet of His Mlljesty our most gracious 
King. 

1,-lt dinlinisbes, withal, the regret of the Commander-in-Chief at quitting 
their personal command, that he leaves them in charge of Colonel Smith, 1111 
officer in whom they must all have the fullest confidence, as well on accouot 
of those high military qualities which they have witnessed, and which bare 
made him a main cause of the recent successes, because they know from ex• 
perience that he ill a soldier's friend, and will always have a watchfal C8Ni 
of all that can contribute to their health, comfort, and convenience. 

8.-Tbe Commander-in-chief again thanks Colonel Peddie, and the ol&cen 
and soldiers of the 1st division; Major Cox, and those of the Sd ; and Capt. 
Southey, and the Guides, a corps which has throughout the campaign reo• 
dered very active and valuable service, and deserves high commendation • 
. 9. - He requests to ofl'er his thanks to Colonel Smith, and the officers of 

the Colonel's personal, as well as of the general staff': to Lieut. Balfour, of 
the Tlld, Aide-de-Camp, whom he has so frequently had occasion to praise ; 
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To Lieut. Oliver, Dep.-Aut.•Qr.-Mr.-Geoeral; to Col. Tho1D8011, co1WB1111diog 
Royal Engineers, for bis able suggestiona and valaable assistance; to Dr. 
Murray, whose able and ever-active services, performing many additional 
duties to those belonging to bis rank, and whose judiciQU soggestioua in all 
that regards the health of the troopa, have been io the highest degree bene
ficial; and to the Medical Staff, eapecially the Aaaistant Surgeons Ford 
and Caw. 

To Dep.:Aast.-Com •Gen. Spencer, and the officers of the Commiaaariat; 
aod to Mr. Philpot, Act.•Dep. Ordnance Storekeeper. 

10.-To the officers of his peraonal ataff, the Commander-in-Chief deaires 
to i,eturn bis best ackoowledgmeats, for the efticieacy with which their re
spective duties have been conducted, and for the auistaoce which they have 
n,ndered him. 

To Major Dutton, his Military Secretary. 
To Lieut. Beresford, his Aide-de-Camp, whose clear intelligence and ready 

activity in tbe field bas often attracted his notice. 
To Major Michell, Surveyor-General, for the unwearied tabor with which 

be hu devoted bis eminent topographical science, to sketching and recording 
the hitherto unknown country through wh\ch the troops have pused. 

To Capt. Alexander, 42d Regt., l'Xtra Aide-de-Camp, (whose professional 
experience and scientific acquirements, have made bis active and 111ady ser• 
vices especially valuable). 

To Mr. Charles Somerset, Acting Aide-de-Camp. 
To Lieut. Wade, Cape Mounted Rifles, commanding bis personal field 

escort, whose readiness and intelligence in the able execution of very active 
duties in the field, he bas bad frequent cause to approve. 

To Mr. Shepstone, Kafir Interpreter. 
11.-The Commander-in-Chief returns his thanks also to Majors Lowen, 

of the Cape Mounted Rifles, M'Lean, of the 72d Regt., and Bagot of the let 
Provisional Battalion. 

To the Lieutenants Williams, Royal Engineers ; Levinge, Royal Artillery ; 
Adair, 72d Regt., Adjutant to the let division; and Sutton, 75th, Field 
Adjutant to the Sd division. · 

To Capt. Halifax, 75th Regt. for his ·able arrangements at Fort Willshire, 
by which the convoys for this force have been so effectually expedited,
aud to Dep. Asst. Com. Gen. Sandford, whose able and indefatigable exer• 
tions and judicioua arrangements have been highly advantageous to the 
service. 

13.-To Asst. Com. Gen. Palmer, (Chief of the District Commissariat 
Staff' oo the Frontier) the Commander-in-Chief desires to offer his best 
acknowledgements, for the uowearied zeal, ability, and careful exertions, 
by which he has efficiently, and in the face of so many difficulties, provided 
for the Commissariat supplies of the invading force. 

He acknowledges the useful services of Mr. Oxholm, of the Commissariat, 
at Port Elizabeth, and bis thanks are also justly due to Mr. Grayson, De
p,11ty Ordnance Storekeeper, at Graham's Town, for bis active and effectual 
meuures to ensure the supply of Ordnance Stores. 

14.-The Commander-in-Chief requests to express to Colonel Brandreth, 
cOIDDl8Dding the Royal Artillery, and to Mr. Lawson, Ordnance Storekeeper 
at Cape Town, bis bigo sense of tlieir indefatigable and able arrangements 
for supplying the frontier force with artillery and ordnance atores, all which, 
notwithstaDding the difficulties and the distance, have been abundantly 
f lU'l!iabed. 

15.-The especial thanks of the Commander-in-Chief are due to Dep. Com. 
Oen. Petrie, Chief of the Commissariat in the Colony, for the signal ability 
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aod energy with which, overcoming difficulties that bad appeared almoat 
insuperable, he succeeded in sending to the frontier districts (a dilltaoce of 
700 miles) such ample supplies of provisions, and of all things necessary, 
not only for the troops within and without the colony, butfor the subsistance, 
during many weeks, of some thousands of His Majesty's subjects, who had 
no resource but the Commissariat Stores, and must otherwise have perished 
of hunger and destitution. · 

He also desires to thank Dep. Asst. Com. Watt, for his active and la· 
borious exertions iu the same service. 

16.-Colonel Smith, C. B. is appointed to the command of the district of 
the Province of Queen Adelaide, and all the troops therein, until His Ma
jesty's pleasure be known. 

Lieut. Oliver, 72d Regt. (attached to the Cape Mounted Rifles) ill ap
pointed Brigade Major to the troops in this district, with the usual pay and 
allowances until His Majesty's pleasure be known. 

17.-With reference to the General Orders of the 16th and 29th March 
last, the establishment of the 1st and Sd divisions are discontinued from the 
16th of the present month, and the officers employed in them a, Divilions, 
will respectively return to the dutios which they had previo111ly fulfilled. 

(Signed) H. G. SMITH, Colonel, 
, Commanding in the district of the Province of Queen Adelaide. 

(No. 25). 

NOTICE. 

Head-quarters, Graham's Town, 18th June, 1835. 

Since the last "Notice," issued from King William's Town on. the 24th 
of May, satifactory communications have been recived from the chief Crieli, 
who had established himself firmly in his government ; his mother Nom,a, 
having, as had been anticipated, con!liderable inflnence, which is favorable 
to the observance of good faith with the colony, as she had, even in Hinlza's 
time, frequently shewn herself, as far as her power extended, friendly to 
the English. Crieli has sent in to Warden's Post on the Impotshana, toge
ther with some hundreds of cattle, a whit6 oz,• with expressions of bis 
grateful feelings towards the Commander-in-Chief for the countenance and 
support which he has received in establishing him in his inheritance; his 
assurance of every effort to fulfil his engagements ; and of his determination 
to adhere to his treaty of amity and good understanding with the colony. 

The enbenched camp at King William's Town, and the flanking posts 
higher up and lower down the Buffalo, at the " Poort&," and near Mount 
Coke, respectively, have been occupied; and the whole central line of 
defence settled and established upon the permanent footing which it is to 
retain until His Majesty's pleasure be known. The roads are so e~c-.llent 
throughout the Province of Queen Aidelaide, that not only the troope, bat 
even the convoys of wagons from King William's Town, can reach the post 
at Fort Wellington, in an easy da,'s march, and Warden's Postin four holll'II 
afterwards. Troops, if necessary, can perform the whole in one day. By 
a reference to the form«-r notice of the 15th of May, it will be seen, that 
the Commander-in-Chief had then transmitted to Major Cox (conducting the 
operations against the dispersed tribes on the border) the terma upon which 

• A very solemn testimonial of good will. 
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he might treat with them ; these were as in the document annexed, and 
they were at the same time aent to the Rev. Mr. Dugmore, Wealeyan 
Mileionary, on the Beka, that they might be made known to Nonnbe, great 
widow of Dushani, who, with her aon Siwana, bas been long residing in the 
colony under the protection of the Governor, and in the immediate care of 
Mr. Dugmore. 

Both Nonobe and Sota have received theee propositions with much satis
faction, and expreued their grateful seoae of them, and their desire to 
accept and abide by them ; and these will accordingly be the basis of the 
ultimate arrangements in that matter. 

Nonnbe, and her son Siwaoa-Suta, and her son Sandili, are reepectively, 
the remaining heads of the families of T'Slambie and of Gaika, the former 
chiefs, in fact, of the whole country between the Keiskamma and the 
Kye, inasmuch as they are (according to the Ka1ir laws and customs) the 
only legitimate representatives of those chiefs who conquered that country 
from the Hottentots (the only right by which they were established in it), 
and this arrangement (which will also have regard to the interests of Matwa 
and Tinta, sons of Gaika, now with the Governor), will doubtless be the 
most appropriate, just, and lenient that can be adopted. 

There is every reason to believe, that the hostile cb.iefs to whom these 
terms were ofl'ered, would have closed with them at the time but for the 
inveterate duplicity and treachery ofHintza,who,it is since known-whenhe 
ostenaibly fulfilled the 2d articleofhia treatyoftheSOthofApril-had, by the 
same meaaengera, aent to them a private intimation nottoobeythem; and they 
have acted accordingly,thereby neeeasarilysufl'eringthemselves,and bringing 
down upon their followera the continued consequences of their obstinacy. 

By the 4th article of the terms, a door was thrown open for the emigration 
of these tribes, collectively or individually, over the Kye, which arrange
ments (as will have been seen in the "Notice of the 24th of May), 
wu provided for in the treaty with Crieli, and this had been ad~J 
prepared and proposed, as at once the moet merciful and the most e:q,e
dient courae; inasmuch as after the chastisement alreadJ infilcted upon 
these barbarians for their deeds of blood and rapine in the colony, it permitted 
such of them as could not; with any regard to jutlce be allowed to relJ!ain 
in the new colonial territory,to emigrate to a kindfed country, where there is 
abundantly sufficient room for them, and where Hintza himself had expressed 
to the Commander-in-Chief his desire and his ability to receive and locate them. 

While the Commander-in-Chief awaited at King William's Town the com• 
pletion of the works along the central line of occupation, and of the arrange
ments for the due management of the province, he had the mortillcation to 
learn that a few straggling savages, llying from the operations of the troops 
in tbe.Amatoli, not generally exceeding five or six together,had been sufl'ered 
to commit some robberies, and, in one or two instances, murders within the 
old colonial border of Albao7; and that ill-disposed persooa, by whatever 
motives iolluenced, had endeavoured to excite panic by exaggerating these 
evils where they had occurred, and inventing their existaoce where they had not. 

He, therefore, ordered a succession of combined operatioos by Col. Slllith 
and Major Cox, for the sweeping of the whole country immediately without 
the border, from the mouths of the Chalomoa and Keiskamma upwards to 
the Chumie mountaioa, and thence to the" Poorts of the Bufl'alo,"-to clear 
out the lurking places in which these savages had still continued to harbour, 
aiad from which they bad stolen into the colonial border. This was executed, 
continuing without intermission from the 28th May to the 7th ioat., and 
most efl'ectually performed. 

4 L 
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This measure, which had now become unavoidable, at 1engtb convinced 
the Kafirs that it was in vain for them to attempt remaining any longer in 
the country, which they had been required to evacuate; and they are now 
leaving it in large bodies, and going beyond the Kye (according to the pro
position cited-in the accompanying memorandum), in which proceeding, it i& 
gratifying to announce, that their wives and children have been, in many 
instances, well supplied with provisions by Col. Smith, and the other officen 
employed in these movements; protected by their patrolts from the Fingoe&, 
whom they bad just cause to dread-and safely escorted beyond the Buffalo, 
upon their journey to the Kye; and so confident have the women been of 
this protection, that they have unhesitatingly thrown themselves upon it, by 
coming into our posts to seek it. lo these ably-conducted and rapid opera
tions, the Commander-in-Chief has had again to record the unparalleled 
activity of Col. Smith, who has alternately directed their execution along 
the whole of their wide extent, and of the troops under him : especially 
noticing the following officers:-

Colonel Smith; Major Cox, commanding Sd division; Captains Halifax, 
TISth Regt., and Gilfillan, 1st Provisional Battalion ; Lieutenants Balfour, 
Aide-de-Camp to Col. Smith; Oliver, Cape Mounted Rifles, Dep.-Asst.-Qr.
Mr.-General; Granet, Cape Mounted Rifles; Field-commandant P. Erasmus, 
Somerset and Cradock burghers. 

From the middle of May to the 1st week in June inclusive, the Comman
der-iu-Chief had been enabled to dispense with the further services of the 
burghers; of this he availed himself with great satisfaction, and they accor
dingly all returned to their farms, where they would have arrived in time for 
the sowing season of the year. 

All these arrangements concluded, the Commander-in-Chief, whose pre• 
sence within the colony, for affairs of the government, bad become pressingly 
necessary, and whose farther stay in the new province was no longer of equal 
importance,-placed the command of it in the able hands of Colonel Smith, 
and leaving the camp at King William's Town, proceeded on the 11th inst. 
to Fort Willshire, ha,,ing on the way established a fortified post of commu• 
11icatio11 between the former and the latter. 

At Fort Willshire be had a conference with Suta, who had there awaited 
his coming, and who then retnrued to her family for the purposes previously 
adverted to, aud on the 12th inst. he arrived in Graham's Town. 

The health report, in the document aunexed, is a gratifyiug exposition of 
tbe ,·ery little loss which these operations have incurred ,and of the health 
which the troops ha'l'e preserved. 

Upon the Governor's arrival at Graham's Town, he had the satisfaction of 
feeling himself warranted, without compromising the public safety, to cause 
the law martial to cease by a proclamation to that effect, in the districts of 
George, Graaft"-Reinet, Beaufort, and the greater part of Uitenhage; and 
he has confident hopes of very speedily doing the same in the remainder of 
Uitenhage, and in Albany and Somerset, where, for the present, however, it 
is necessary and expedient to contiuue it. 

By command of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
W. H. DuTToN, Major, Military Secretary, 

(No. 27). 
M-andum for th1 guidane, c!f' Mqjor Coz, a, to the gertffal b,ui, of 111·1111 t11hil,A 

h, i1 a11thoriud to hold (01·th to the Ka.fir tribt, ruing for p,ac,. 

1.-By my "Proclamation" and "Declaration," issued and made respec• 
tifely on the 10th of May, 18851 on the bank of the Kye, in presence of 
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Hintza, chief of the country between the Kye and the Baehee, and styled 
and acknowledged by the Kafirs, who have inhabited the country between 
the latter river and the colony, "paramount chief of Kafirland,"-tbe whole 
of the country between the former colonial boundary line, viz.-running from 
the sea up the Keiekamma and Cbumie Rivers, to the Winterberg and the 
Kye River, from its source in the Stormberg Mountains totheaea, has become 
the territory of Hie Britannic Majesty, and now forms a part of the colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, and of His Majesty's colonial dominione ; and 
the chiefs, Tyali, Macomo, Eno, Botma, Dusbanie; Slambie, &c., and lheir 
tribes, who have been in arma against the colony, and wboae acts towards 
it have been so unprovoked and atrocious, are for ever expelled from the 
aforesaid territory, and will be treated as enemies if they be found therein. 

2.-By a paramount order aent by Hintza to these chiefs and their tribes, 
they have been commanded to cease hostilities, ud to deliver their fire-arms 
to me, or to the officers commanding the respective divisions of His Majesty's 
forces under my command, 

3.-By corresponding instructions sent at the same time to Major Cox, 
commanding the 3d division, on the side of .the Amatoli, Keiskamma, and 
Buff"alo mountains, all of those tribes, who should come in to the quarters 
of the troops, and lay down their arms, were promiaed preaent safety and 
protection, and the possession of the cattle and eft"ecte then belonging to 
them, and that the chiefs themselves, if they should come in and deliver 
themselves up unconditionally, should be secure of their Jives,andawait the 
ultimate commands of His Majesty the King of England for their future 
disposal. 

4.-Now, therefore, if the terms in the !d and 3d foregoing paragraphs be 
fulfilled and complied with-if Suta, the great widow of Gaika, and her son 
Sandili place themselves under my protection-and if the chiefs above-men
tioned either surrender themselve to the officers of any of my divisions, or 
transport themselves beyond the Kye, hostilities shall cease against them on 
the part of the English tro!lps. . 

5.-Tbereafter I will only require the expulsion, from the aforesaid terri
rito1y of the chiefs aforesaid, and those Katirs who were engaged in the 
inroads into the colony, or in the murders of British subjects, all of whom 
must transport themselves beyond the liue of the Kye, and if they re-crosa 
it, they will. be treated as enemies. 

6,-And in consideration of the excellent conduct of Sota, the great 
widow of Gaika, in endeavouring to dissuade the tribe from Hcts of hostility 
towards the colony, and her good treatment of several English subjecls in 
their danger, I will acknowledge and uphold Sandili, her son, as the chief of 
the family of Gaika, and will appoint them ample lands to reside upon, un
der the charge of Suta, du1ing his nonage; and those of the tribe whom 
Sota shall recommend, and who shall not have joined in the inroads inlo lbe 
colony,shall be permitted to remain in the new territory also, under Sandili's 
authority, and under the colonial government and laws; and I will also 
make ample provision for Matwa and Tinti, of the tribe of Gaika, whose 
conduct bas been good and peaceable. 

7.-And farther in consideration of the excellent disposition and conduct 
of Nonube, great widow of the chief Dushani, of the tribe of Slambie, I will 
acknowledge and uphold her son as chief of that tribe, under his mother's 
tutelage, during his nonage; will appoint ample lands for their reception 
aJid support, in like manner as with Suta and Sandili, and will receive under 
the protection of the colonial government aod laws such of the lribe as 
Nonube shall recommend, and who shall not have been engaged in invading 
the colony. 
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In all theee IU'l'llllgements it mu,& 1H well under1tood that these Kain will be 
all British subjects, liring under the protection of gonrnment, aild under the 
colonial laws generally ; but retaining their own particular rules and cus
toms in their internal regulations of the tribe, so long as they •hall desire to 
do so. 

8.-Thia is the basia of the measure which I shall adopt in regard to these 
tribe&, the details to be more fully settled hereafter by colllllll88ionen, whom 
I will appoint. But to these principles I will adhere, and all Kafira of all 
the abon tribe& whom these do not embrace, shall be required and forced to 
lea't'e the colonial territory, as now extended, according to the terma of the 
proclamation of the 10th May, above cited. 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN, 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Head-Qoarten, Camp on Impotshaoa, May 12, 18Sli. 

(No. 28). 

Head-Quarten, Camp King William's Town, 8th June, 18Sli. 

Return ef the Killed4nd Wound,d ef thdnvading Army,from th, lit April toth, 
7th Jun11, 1835, inc!uri111. ll Officer (Major White) Dep.-Qr.-Mr.-Gen. Burgher Force. 

1 Sub-adjutant (Armstrong) Beaufort Levy. 
1 Burgher of Van Wyk's division. 

9 Killed, 3 Non.-Com Offl.cen 51 Cape_~ounted Rilles. 
• ' l2 ProV181onal Hottentot&, 

. . S 1 Cape Mounted Rilles. 
3 Pnvates, l ll Provisional Hottentot&. 

Of these 6 were by the enemy, and 3 by accident. 
1 Field-commandant (Van Wyk) slightly. 
1 Captain (Murray, '12d Regt.) severely. 
4 Burghen of Van Wyk's division, do. 
1 Serjeant Provisional Hottentot&, do. 

17 Wounded, • S 4 72d Regiment, l S do, 
7 Pnvates, l 3 Prov. Hottentot& S 4 slightly. 
1 of the Corps of Guide1, dangerously. 

) 1 severely. 
2 Camp Followers, l 1 slightly. 

Of these 12 were by the enemy, and 5 by accident. 
The wounded have done well, with the exception of three case■, which, I 

am sorry to say, proved fatal. 
The general health of the troops has been extraordinarily good, consider

ing the great exertions and hardships to which they have been exposed. The 
only di1ease1 of importance thathave occurred were amongst the burghers and 
newly levied men, and these were mostly owing to their not having been 
inured to a military life, for not a single officer or soldier of the regular 
army has died or required to leave the field on account of sickne88 during 
the wh~le campaign ; which I ascribe partly to the judicious and perfect 
manner in which the army was organised andequippedinthe first instance,
and partly, perhaps I should say chiefiy, to the salubrity of the climate, in 
which respect I do not think that this country is surp&1Bed (and I question 
if it be equalled) by any in the world. 
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(No. 29). 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Graham's Town, Aug. 1, 18111. 

S.-With reference to the General Orders of the 1st July, when the Com• 
mander-in·Chief bad last the satisfaction of thank.ing the troops in the pro
vince of Queen Adelaide, he now desires to record his approbation of their 
continued gallant and excellent services, as reported by Col. Smith, during 
the latter part of June, and the whole of the month of July. These have 
been hardily and brilliantly achieved, with great loBB to the enemy, and the 
capture of G,000 head of cattle ; and for these the Commander-in-Chief de
sires to express to the officers and soldiers his approbation and his thanks, 
which are especially due to Col. Smith. 

Major Cox, TheLieuts. Leslie, ~ 
The Capts. Murray, } ,, Fisher, ,of the 72d. 

,, Jervis, of the 72d, ,, Stuart, .J 
,, Lacey, ,, Bowker, } 
,, Ross, l C M Ri4 ,, Biddulph, 1st Pro. 
,, Warden, S • • ea. ,, Crowe, Battalion. 
,, Crause, } ,, Crause, 
,, Gilfillan, 1st Pro. Ensigns Campbell, l C' M Ri4 
,, Cowderoy, Battalion. ,, Thomson, S '• • ee, 
,, Bailie, ,, Rubidge, } 1st Pro. 
,, Rawstome lad Pro ,, Thom, Battalion. 
,, Stretch, j Battali~n ,, Ryoeveld,l 2d Pro. 
,, Crowe, • ,, ~hield, 5 Battalion. 

And that very meritorious officer of the burgher force, the Field-colllDIAll• 
dant Christian Groepe, of the Kat River Legion. 

4.-The Commander-in-Chief laments deeply and sincerely the loss of 
Lieut. Bailie, of the 1st Provisional Battalion (with his detachment) who 
wu u good and gallant an officer as ever served His Majesty ; and who, 
from the commencement of the war nntil his death,had never ceased to merit 
approbation and thanks. It is now known that, with his small part:, of 28 
men, he protracted his most gallant and Wlftiuching resistance for four days 
against many hundreds of the savages, who had hemmed him in, in one of 
the deep, woody, ravines of the Tabendoda Mountains; nor did that resist
ance cet1ae until his ammunition wu edwisted, and he was home down and 
overwhelmed by the surrounding numbers of the enemy, who, lo gaining 
that advantage (the first which they have gained during the war) suffered an 
immense loss. 

For the beneit of the afflicted widow of this most amiable and excellent 
young officer, and for that of those of his gallant followers, the Commander
in-Chief will not fail to use every efl"ort in his power, and he unfeiguedly 
sympathises in their diatreBB. 

6.-The Commander-in-Chief trusts that the olllcers and troops will not 
fail to let the corresponding good be drawn from this misfortune, namely, 

• that they will bear in mind the lesson which, from the beginoing of the war, 
he has used his utmost efforts to circulate-neYer to adnntore with small 
detachments, and especially in a country of thicket, mountain, and ravines, 
out of tbe reach of corresponding and sufficient support; for in neglecting 
thi1, if they gain an advantage they are unequal to pursue it; and if they 
meet with a check, it may end in fatal disaster. 

6,-The officers and troops of the forces in the new province should never 
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forget that they must, in all aituatiou, act warily and obediently, u well 
u boldly, holding firmly the main posts of occupation which have been 
usigned to them, and carrying into effect such offensive operations as may at 
any time be directed by the oflicen commanding, vigorously but with the 
caution neceHary to counteract the crafty, although savage enemy, who 
naturally still infest several parts of the country, and who must be expected 
to do 10 until the reinforcements are up, and the time ripe for the tlnal opera• 
tions, which aball complete their submisaion or expulsion. 

A. A. O'REILLY, Major, A. D. A. G. 

(No. so.) 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarter■, Graham's Town, 24th August, 1816, 

1.-The Commander-in-Chief rejoices in announcing fo the troops, the 
progresa and results o( a very brilliant and aucceHful series of operation, 
under the command of Major Cox, in the mountains of the Cbumie, Amatola, 
and Kieskamma; the skilful ordering of these,-the high discipline ud 
judgment with which they were carried through, and the merciful for
bearance towards the enemy, which marked their conclusion, are alike ex
cellent, and deserve the highest praise. 

2.-Towards the end of the lut, and beginning of the present month, 
the mountain Ka!lrs of the Chiefs Tyalie, Macomo, and their immediate 
adherents, emboldened probably by some partial advantages over one or 
two small detachments of the colonial troops (not at all gained by any prow
eu on the part of the enemy, but solely arising from some unforeseen and 
unfortunate contingencies) and excited, as there is but too much reason to 
111ppose, to a renewed and obstinate struggle, by a knowledge of the dan
gerous doctrines in their favor recently diSBeminated within the colony, had 
usembled in considerable force, and even ventured upon inroads on the old 
colonial border, carrying off some cattle from the Fingoes on one side, and 
from the farmers of the Kat River on the other. 

S;-At once to cbutise the presumption of these 11a.vage1, and to clear 
the border line from their annoyance, Colonel Smith had, on the 11th inaL, 
reinforced Major Cox on the upper Keiskamma, transmitting to him nry 
judicioua instructions for bis gnidance in the general object of movement, 
but leaving the details to his own well proved soldiership ;-while on the 
9th inst. Captain Armstrong commanding the northern sub-district of Al
bany and Somerset, had, with corresponding views, sent out from Camp 
Adt!laide, a detachment of Provincial troops under Captain Alexander of 
the Beaufort Levy, who, having penetrated info the Chumie Glens, wu 
ultimately directed to join Major Cox's division. 

4. - Hence proceeded the operations and results detailed in the following 
interesting reports from Major Cox and Captain Alexander respectively, 
with such clearness and precision, that the events they record, can be in no 
other words so well related ; and they are therefore here transcribed for the 
information and example of the officers and soldiers of tl1is army. 

Fort Cox, August Hi, 1815. 
S1a,-I have the honor to inform you that I could not move the force 

placed under me, by your order of the 11 th instant., until the night of the 
11th, in consequence of the Kat River people and Beaufort Levy not ar-

Digitized by Google 



., 
APPENDIX. 271 

riving here until the evening of the 12th inat. ; and who, from being out 
four days, required one day's rest. 

Captain Alexander, who commanded thil force of two hundred men, had 
the good fortune to bring the enemy partially to action on hia way to my 
camp at the head of the Amatola, and killed thirteen of them, and wounded 
aeveral other• badly, eight of whom died that night. 

I moved in three columns from this place, on the night of the Uth; the 
left column, under Captain Alexander, I sent by the head of the Amatola 
to move down into the valley of the Temaka : I moved with the centre 
column myself over the eutem heights of the Amatola, while I detached 
Major M'Lean, 72d Regt., down by the milsionary school to move up by 
the Temaka River at its confluence with the Keiakamma. 

These operations were so far succe&aful, that nineteen of the enemy were 
killed before he could escape from us ; this 10&1 was principally inflicted by 
Captain Alexander's column, who, with the Beaufort Levy and Kat River 
people, behaved in the moat spirited and gallant manner, causing a Jou of 
40 killed, and several wounded to the enemy. 

I had received a confidential communication from His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, by Captain Warden, Cape Mounted Rifles, on the 9th 
inst., the objects of which I was principally enabled to carry into effect by 
our succeBB on the 14th, on the evening of which day one of Tyali's oldest 
Heemraden came into my camp on the Goolo ; this circumstance led to 
an interview between the chiefs Macomo and Tyali, with 100 of ,their 
principal men, and Captain Warden and myself, attended by one interpreter 
and two orderlies; the result of which being in accordance with His Excel
lency's desires, I ceased hostilities, and returned to my camp this day, 
having directed the remainder of the troops to march to the diJferent poats 
at Fort Beresford and King William's Town. 

Captain Warden leaves this to-morrow morning for Graham's Town, and 
will make His Excellency acquainted with every thi,pg connected with theae 
n,cent operations, and the results attending them. 

And I have the honor to be, &c. 
WILLIAM Cox, Major, 75th Regt. 

To the Honorable Colonel Smith, C. B., Commanding the Province of 
Queen Adelaide. 

Fort Armstrong, August 17, 1895-
SIR,-1 have the honor to report; in pursuance of your instructions, I 

maTched from Fort Armstrong the night of the 0th instant, with 160 of the 
Kat River people, and 25 of the Beaufort Levy, and halted the same night 
at Chumie. Having sent out a party of observation, and having ascertained 
that there were many fires of the enemy in the direction of the Chumie 
Hoek and the Amatola, I divided my foree, directing Field-comet Plet 
Camphor to proceed by Elands River; while, with the other half of my 
patrol, I entered the following morning at 4 o'clock A. M., Chumie Hl)ek, 
when I joined Piet Camphor's patrol; we killed one Kafir, captured a few 
goats, one horse, and burnt many huts. 

This day I was joined by 70 Fingoes, whom you had ordered to my 
aBBistance, from Block Drift. I then made a similar division of my force 
and entered the Amatola bush in two directions. At S o'clock A. M. on th: 
morning of the 11th instant, we found the enemy in large bodies; but on 
our approach they lied rapidly with their cattle, and being closely pursued, 
tlley stabbed a considerable number of them, at least 80 head. 

In consequence of the intricacy of the buHh, and the craftine11 of the 
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enemy, I found great difficulty in coming within musket shot of them. 
Having driven the enemy before me in every direction, and having conceiJ. 
trated my force, I sent on a decoy party of Fingoes, and a few of the Kat 
River people; they were immediately attacked by a strong force of the 
enemy, and Macomo, with a strong body, made a disposition to surround 
them. The main body of my force was at this time concealed, and I bad 
given orders to the decoy party, when attacked, to make a precipitate re
treat, which they did; by this means the enemy were deceived; they foJ. 
lowed the Fingoes vigorously, and there were at least 160 of the enemy 
with fire-arms;. they kept up a heavy fire, bot, fortunately, none of them 
took elfect. Macomo was distinctly seen mounted upon a white hone. 
Having got the enemy out of the bosh, and upon an open plain, I rushed 
upon them with my whole force; and upon this occasion killed 20, besides 
wounding a very considerable number ; they again fled in every direction. 
Major Cox having beard our firing, sent an express to order me to join him, 
which I did on the following morning the 12th instant; my men being 
fatigued I was oblighed to halt the 13th at Fort Cox. On the 14th, at I 
o'cl~ A. M., I marched with my whole force, and, by Major Cox's orders, 
again entered the Amatola. At 3 o'clock, A, M., I came upon the fires of 
the enemy, and killed 11 of them, besides wounding several They again 
made a speedy retreat into the Temaka, and I was so fortunate as com
pletely to bem in an immense body of the enemy, in such a position, from 
the nature of a precipitous range of ·rocky ledge, that they could not retreat 
further. 

The situation of the enemy was hopeless, and they appeared totally dis
mayed. A Kafir was sent to me to endeavour to hold a parley with me. 
I ceased hostilities, having been instructed by Major Cox to listen to any 
overture on the part of the enemy ; and having confronted the Kafir mes
senger, was happy to find be was instructed by the Kafir chiefs to sue for 
mercy and peace. • 

The messenger was one of Tyali's Heemraaden. I brought him to Major 
Cox's encampment, and, having, I trust, performed my duty to the satisfac
tion of Major Cox and yourself, I returned to Fort Armstrong the morning 
of the 16th instant. I captured altogether 50 head of ciattle, 10 horses, and 
60 goats. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed). WILLIAM ALEXANDER, <.:apt. Beaufort Levy. 
To Captain ARMSTRONG, Commanding N. S. District, Beaufort. 

5.-The Commander-in-Chief returns bis thanks to Major Cox, for this 
new and excellent good service, in addition to bis many former ones ; to 
Major M'Lean; to Capt. 4lexander, whose dispositions and 111ovements were 
strikingly able; and to all the officers and soldiers employed in tbia succeae
ful enterprise, in which arrangements of admirable professional skill have 
happily combined with an execution of determined and irresistable energy, 
IUld have concluded in results of the greatest importance. 

6.-A provisional cessation of hostilities, with the Kafir tribes above de
scribed having ensued, that cessation will be carefully observed by all the 
troops who are, or may be, in their neighbourhood; but officers commanding 
corps, posts, and detachments, will see the necessity of observing the moat 
careful discipline; nor will they permit any Kafirs to approach them; so 
that while they carefully abstain from any breach of the truce themselves, 
they will be vigilantly guarded against any aggressions upon the part of the 
enemy, and unceasingly prepared to defend it. 

A. A. O'REILLV, Major, Act.-Dep.-Adj.-Gen. 
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PETITION 
Of1fa1 lnhabitan11oj Graajf-Rtill11, toth, Kin,', Moll Eu1llei11 Majtal!f i11 Courttll. 

MAY IT PLEASE. YOUR MAJESTY, 

The bumble and dutiful petition of your M&jesty'• loyal 1abjecta, the 
inhabitants of the district of Graaft'-Reinet, in the Eutern Proviace of the 
colony of the Cape of Good Hope, most humbly sheweth :-

That 1hortly before the period when this colony fint fell by conquest 
under the beneficent rule of your Majesty'• revered predeeeaaor, certaia 
warlike tribes of aavagee, called Kalira, emigrated from the eutward, aod 
cru&1ing the river called the Great Kye, exterminated the tribes of oatin Hot
tentots who had formerly occupied the country between that river and the Filla 
River, which latter stream was, by agreement with the Kafir cbiefa, con• 
stituted the colonial boundary in the year 1778. 

That the early colonists upon the Kafir frontier suffered the most rainous 
losses from the aggreHions and depredations of those savage tribea, being 
neither effectually protected by the Batavian government, nor permitted to 
adopt efficient measures for their own protection. . 

That the inhabitants residing in the present district of Graaff-Reinet, long 
the sole seat of magistracy for the country now forming nearly the whole 
Eastern Province of the colony, were, for many yean, ceueleHly occupied 
in defending themsel•es against the more destructive tribes called Buabmen 
Hottentots, who had never, like the Kafirs, posaessed property in domestic 
cattle, and did not endeavour to preserve their plunder, but uneparingly 
destroyed whole herds of cattle, 1beep, and horsea.-Tbat the Kalir tribe,, 
aot being equally destructive in their habits, Required for a time, notwith
standing their ceaseleaa depredations and aggre1111ion1, the character of a 
comparatively peaceful race of aavages, and the complaints of the inha
bitants of the districts aft'ected by the aggressions of the Kalira, aa well u 
their constant requests for the uaistance of their fellow·colonists, who were 
engaged in defending themselves against the Bushmen, were naturally lis
tened to with reluctance, or pretended incredulity, at a seat of magistracy, where 
an opposite interest prevailed, and through which channel alone the govern
ment of neceHity drew their information of the affairs of the Kalir frontier. 

Thatthe inaccuratPnotionsregarding the cbaracter and relative interests of 
the Colonistsand Kafirs, thus acquired by the government of the period in ques
tion, from sources necessarily prejudiced and partial, however widely and confi
dentially they have been disseminated by ill-informed writer,, have never receiv
ed countenance from the Colonial Government, excepting at the period during 
which their means of information were from these causes altogether defective 

That until the Colonial Government possessed the means of procuring 
correct information, and until the interest of the inhabitants bordering on 
the Kafirs were, in some degree, represen~ by the establishment of a seat 
of magistracy in their vicinity, these inhabitants were auft'ered in vain to 
petition for the mean, of due protection, for permission to bold a friendly 
intercourse with such of the Kafirs as were peaceably diaposed, or to at
tempt to defend their flocks and herda by the hired a11istance of friendly 
Kafirs, as the only expedients they could discover which would, in some 
degret11 snpply the want of that p.-otection which \fas denied to them. 

That the earlier inhabitant• of the Kafir frontier fruitle11ly urged upon 
their government the same just complaints and the same reasonable requests, 
which were subsequently preferred by the British Settlers, and were par
tially redressed or acceded to by the British government; the requests of 
the earlier colonists were, buwen•r, only met by the repetitivn of the sternest 
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probibitious of all iutercourae with the savages, by the refusal of due pro• 
tection agaiDBt their depredatious aud territorial eucroachments, and by the 
Pnactment of laws, the impolicy of which has been universally admitted, 
the repeal of which laws perhaps sufficiently disproves those allegations of 
general colonial aggression against the Kalirs, upon which they were ua• 
justly founded ; which allegations reel upon no aathentic and impartial 
testimony, nor upon any other foundation in official iuformation, than such 
1111 is snpplied by the mistaken enactments in question. 

That the causes which for a short time induced the Colonial Government 
to lend ite counteuance to the mistaken opiniona then• entertained regarding 
the alfaira of the Kafir frontier, may be moat distinctly traced in the un• 
uoidable want of information and partiality of a magistracy residing at a 
distance from the country affected by the aggresaiooa of the Kafira, and 
many of the subsequent misfortunes aod disorders upoo the frontier are 
solely attributable to, the impolicy of the measures recommended to the 
adoptioo of the goveromeot, or directly authorized by a magistracy thus 
unfuorably situated, 

That while the Kafir hordes were either openly desolating the country, 
and murdering the inhabitants, or without general or open hostility, but 
with ceasele11 petty depredation&, seizing the lands of the colonists, and 
poaae11ing tbemaehes of district after dristict of the colonial territory, every 
new complaint of the inhabitants only produced new injunctions to preae"e 
the peace, and orders for additional presents to the chiefs, with bumble and 
uaeleaa entreaties that they would quit the coloqial territory ; all of which 
measures only produced in their turn fresh aggreHiooa and reDewed pre• 
tensions on the part of the savages, 

That your Majesty'• petitioners would humbly atate, as instances of the 
inevitable consequence of this unfortuoate policy, which divided and weak· 
ened the colonists, and shook their obedience to their magistrates, and their 
attachment to the government, while it directly rewarded aod encouraged 
foreign aggression, that when it was officially reported that the Kafir chief 
Langa had united his tribe with a hostile Busbmao horde within the colony, 
and help was earnestly implored from the seat of magistracy, 200 miles dis· 

·taut, assiatance waa denied on the grouod, "that whenever the inhabitants 
of Zuurveld had been ordered \o assist Graaft'-Reinet against the ceaseleaa 
incuraions of the·Buabmen, they had pleaded the hostilities of the Kafirs as 
a pretext for remaining at home.'' 

That even long after the colony was subject to Great Britain, the aggres
sions of the Kalir tribes continued unrepressed, and their depredation& un
punished, and though Earl Macartney authorized in 1797 ao "endeavour to 
remove by friendly means the Kafira who," io the words of his Lordship, 
"were crowding upon the inhabitants," yet the savages were loog sulfered 
to remain In full posaeHion of lands hel<l by legal title& under the British 
crown, aod the unfortunate inhabitants beiog ordered by their magistrate to 
"persevere in peaceful measures," to "unite in sm1all parties for mutual de· 
feoce, but to avoid any show of hostility," "as their blood would be on 
their own heads," or "to wink at the aggresaiona of the Kafira, Jest they 
should draw upon the colony another enemy while the unconquered Bushmen 
demand all our eft'orta," were reduced by the unchecked ravages of the 
Kafirs to destitution and despair. 

That -your Majesty's petitioners pre1ume humbly to submit the above cir• 
cumstancea to your Majasty's gracious cousideratioo, because the period ad~ 
verted to precisely correapooda with that at which they observe that their 
fellow subjects at a distance are taught to believe, by ignorant ·or calumnious 
writers, whose uncootradicted statemeota have attained aome degrP.e of credit, 
where the truth cao be but partially knowo, that " the relatiDns existing be-
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tween the coloniata and the Kalln, were plunder oo one aide, aod extermi, 
nation on the other; and that the expeditions ordered againat the Boahmeo
Hottentots by Governore and Magistrates of the moat approved humanity, 
and upon which daogerou1 expeditiooa it, at times, required the heaviest 
peualtiea and the highest encouragement& to induce tht1 iobabitanta to ae"e, 
were aadertaken,-not for the aecenary defence of the lives and property oftbe 
colonilts, as stated by Lord Macartney, by Sir James Craig, by Mr. Manier, by 
Capt. Stockemtrom, and by othere, who moat reluctantly authoriRd thoae 
boatile measurea,-but "in order to reduce thia race to aenitude or alavery." 

That with respect to'the proclamations iasued during the time when tbe 
Government were totally misled regarding the affairs of the Kallr frontier, 
every aucce11ive enactment and other publication of every Governor entruated 
by your Majesty's predecessors, or by your Majesty with the gov~rnment of 
tbia colony, and the testimony of every local magistrate and military com• 

. mander, of every person whatever, who, from enjoying proper opportunities 
for obaervation, bu been enabled to otrer impartial and trustworthy eYidence, 
have united in declaring the unproYoked aggression of thPse 1BYage enemies, 
and the patient suffering of your Majesty's colonial subjects in genera.I under 
very grievous provocation. 

That it was the recorded opinion of Capt. A. Stocken1trom-an officer of 
great e:i:perience and ackoowledged humanity, and long in offices of high 
tl'll8t nuder your Majesty upon the Ka8r frontier-that "none oftbe chiefs of 
these savages could be relied on," and that "to e:i:pect that the coloniets 
could tamely submit to be plundered day after day, and to 1ee their lives, 
and those of their families, in coostant danger from savages, whose existence 
depends upon their forbearance, without one aingle effort to save themse)Yes 
from beggary and destitution, would be exacting too great a ,acrafice of 
natural feeling." 

That notwithstanding the moat satisfactory olllcial testimony regarding the 
true nature of the relations existing between your Majesty'• faithful subjecta 
in tbi1 colony and the lawless and predatory savages, which information i1 • 
rarely acce11ible to the public, ignorance or enthuaaiam ban from an early 
period found occupation in impoaing upon the credulity of a generous na
tion, with the moat partial and fallacious 1tatementa, justifying or palliating 
the 01Fence1 of the snages, where they co~d not be•denied, exaggerating 
the off'ence1 of the colonials where such did e:i:ist, or inventing for the01 
off'ences or motives which e:i:isted only in the warm imagination, of the 
enthusiastic and partial writen. 

That ma11y of your Majesty's petitioners have thus most unju1tly and ae
verely 1ull'ered under the C0111eqnence1 of a belief that the faults of indi
viduals, which in this as in all other societies, the community are strongly 
interested in punishing and repre11ing, are justly attributable to national 
feeling, and that they are actuated, as a people, by an inherent and hoatile 
antipathy to the aavage races. 

That your Majesty's petitionen most firmly believe that it has been in a 
great measure owing to this unjust prepossesaion that the eame couree of 
mistaken lenity and forbearance, encouraging to the savages but ruinoue to 
your Majesty's subjecta, was, with little variation, continued down to the 
year 1812, when the aavages were at length forcibly expelled from the co
lonial territories, a large extent of which, consisting of the greater portion of 
the present diatrictl of Albany and Uitenbage, they had been aull'ered to de• 
aolate and to occupy. 

That independently of the ruinous Kaftr invasion of 1818, when the sa
vagea laid waste a large portion of the frontier districts, and which was juatly 
punished by a forfeiture of territory, your Majesty's faithful subjects have 
never ,ceased to suB'er by numerous rartial depredations, whicb~the chiefs of 
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theee lawles1 hordea have in general neither the disposition· nor the power to 
prevent or to punish. 

Thal your Majesty'• petilionen have bad long experience of the fall! eft"ecta 
of the want of laws or other restraining power among the Kafir tribes, and 
of their inclination, rather than resort to the boundle11 tracta of unoccupied 
pallturage in their vicinity, to "crowd" upon the borden of this colony for 
the advantagea of plundering the coloniata with an impunity they could never 
expect were their incnniou directed againat other native tribea ; and, aleo, 
of the unaatisfactory and initaling conaequencea oftbose imperfect measures 
for the recovery of plundered property, which the government, for the want 
of power in the aavage chiefs, have been induced with their concurrence, to 
adopt; and it waa, therefore, not without serious alarm that they eaw the 
moat predatory of thoae tribes, such aa those of "Macromo," "Botma," and 
" Eno," suffered for a lime, with no other reatrainta than their own mischiev• 
oua cu1tom1 could supply, to occupy the country they had eo juatly forfeited, 
and to have immediate accesa to the foresta of the Fish River, which from 
an early period had enabled theae tribes to plunder the colonista with safety 
to themael!'es. 

That, considering the injurious conaequencea to the proaperity of the colo• 
nista, which had resulted from a belief that they were actuated by a hoatile 
dispoaition towards the Kafira, and were oppoaed to their just improTement, 
it waa with infinite aatisfaction that your Majesty'• petilioaen aaw a portion 
of the country which had been recently ravaged by the •vages, peopled in 
1820 by emigranta from Great Britain, of whom it could not be alleged that 
(whatever their prepoaaeasions regarding the colonists may have been), they 
had inherited from their fathen any undue prejudices against the Kafirs, or 
entertained against them hereditary feelings of hostility. 

That the nt:w emigrant speedily perceived and felt the aame inconveniences 
in the colonial relations with those tribes which had been felt before their arrival; 
they complained, though posaesaing mean, of military defence previoaaly de
nied, of the same i:ladequacy of the means of proteclion,-ofthe same pro
hibition of friendly intercoune,-and of the aame tendency of lenient or mis
taken meaaurea to tempt and provoke, rather than to overawe and to pacify. 

The new emigranta made in 1828 the same complaints which in 1798 had 
been viewed as unreeaonable o~ as founded in a deaire to oppreas or impose 
•pon the savages; and your Majeaty'11 petitionen saw with satisfaction that 
one portion of their requeata was favorably received,-they rejoioed in the 
benefits promilled to the colony, and to the Kalin, by the opening of a f'rielldly 
traffic with the regions beyond the boundary, and by the peaceful exertions 
of auch chrialian misaionariea, aa by abataining from an irritating and dan
gerous political interferance, could justly look forward to the ultimate blees-
ings of divine providence upon their useful labon. . 

That the British .emigranta actively availed themaelves of the sanction of 
the law, to improTe and convert the savage tribes, and were thua enabled to 
draw from a lucrative traffic advantage, so considerable, as to compeuate 
in 1ome degree for their exposure to the inconvenieucesattendant upon their 
vicinity to those lawless people ; advantages which bad not been eojoyed by 
the former colonists ; but notwi.tbatandiug these peaceful and beneficial 
measures, and in spite of the conciliatory spirit towards the savages, which 
was their natural result, the British emigrants speedily experienced the aame 
treachery, and the same rapacity at the handa o( these savages, which had 
been vainly complained of .by the former colonists. · 

That the tardy and reluctant admission of these .evils in the savage cha• 
racter which experience wrung from the British settlers, and which (misled 
aa the public has been), .nothing short of actual experience could have ex-
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torted,1peedily e1posed them to the aame •Y•~matic miarepresentationwbich 
bad. been preTiowily directed against your Majesty'• Dutch-African Hbjectl. 

That the aame miatalr.en enthuaium whicb induced an advocate of the 
1&T&ge1 during a moat aaaguiaary war in 180t to allege, tliatthe vnprotected 
Carmen were fiying, not from real danger, but from the ell'ecta" ofa troubled 
conacience," and because "the wicked fieeth when no man pnnuetb," la u 
diatinctly perceptible in the public language of their ad•ocate1 at the pre. 
Milt day, who declare to the world that there did not exist in the recent 
calamitoua mvuion " any danger worth the name," and who deecribe the 
oatcriea of tbouaaads of their ruined country as tlie " clamour raised by con• 
acioa1 guilt to conceal ill terron and mialead the official avenger." . 

That the aamea doctrine, of non-reaiatance or forbearance which were ad• 
'V&DCed at the former period, are with little change urged at the present day, 
the enthuaiutic denuciation of all commandoa or arrays of the armed inha
bitllllta, even for ■elf defence, by the missionary Van der Kemp, being COD• 

ceived in the aame spirit which hu dictated all the more recent condemna
tion, of the defensive meuurea of the government, and which i• seen in the 
present political doctrines of the Missionary Philip, when he would incul
cate that the recent irruption ought not in so11Dd policy to be viaited upon 
the penooa, the herd,, or the territory of the avage1; but that they should 
ill future be pacified mainly by me&ll8 of iutruction, to enable them to 
learn from political treati881 the extent of that power which they would 
-tbaa be 1uffered to deny with impunity. 

That your Majeety'• petitionen would not presume to aollcit the attentioo 
-of your Majeety'1 government to opilliou 10 unwoi:thy of serioua conaidera
tion, where it not for the lamentable truth, that the opinions in queetion bad 
already attained 1ufficient infiuence to induce your Mlljeety', government to 
-dilallow the only law by which, on a frontier the greater part of which is ex• 
poaed to tbe depredation, ef avagee, and deatitute of military protection, 
tbe illhabitaata can be forced to lll'l'lly themsehea for the recovery or defence 
,of their property ; and that apparently encouraged by this proof of their 
ialluence, and by the 1ucceaa of the means they have adopted for the pur• 
.poee of misleading public opillion, the present advocates of the avage in• 
vaden have not 1crupled publicly to declare, that tlaere no longer exists 
11ven a chance of your Majeety's government adopting those meuuree, 
which, ill the deliberate judgment of your Majeaty'• repre1entative, and ill 
the unaaimon1 opinion of your Majeaty's faithful ,objects ill this colony, 
.are equally calculated to confer luting peace and aolid prosperity apoD the 
eoloniete, and upon the native tribee. 

Thu while your Majesty', petitionen, ill common with their fellow colo
Dilta, rejoiced and participated ill the increuing proaperity of thia colony, 
from the exertion• and the example of the British emigrants, they trembled 
under the conviction that there did not exiet, either ill the di1poaitlon of the 
1&vagee, ill the re1training power of the chiefs, or in the meant of military 
defeDCe, any ell'ectual barrier against the torrent of de1olation which they 
feared would bunt upon the colony u soon as the temptation, to plundf'r 
lhould, in theeye,of thesavagei,aeem to outweigh the advantagea of peace •. 

That theee apprehensions were increued when your Maje1ty's petitionen 
obse"ed, that in more recent, as in former times, your Majesty'• subjects, 
and your Majeety'e lll'DII, upon the Kallr frontier, weire aubjected to loaeea 
and indignities from the Kallr tribes, which the Britieh nation would not 
have bome with equal patience, and which would not have been suffered 
with equal impunity, had they been infiicted ill other portion, of your l'tla• 
jflty'a dominions, by the subjects of any civilized power. 

That your Majeaty's petitionen now beg moat humbly to represent to your 
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Majeaty, thl!,t the de1tructive irruption which from the circum1taoce1 de
tailed in this their humble petition, and from their experience of the savage 
character, they bad long been prepared to expect, hu at length bunt over 
the frontier diatricts of this devoted colony, with a force proportioned to 
thl! period during which it hu been incidentally reatraioed, and to the 
amount of booty offered to the grasp of the savages, in the plunder of a 
moat flourishing settlement.; and that this deatructionbu not fallen upoo the 
old coloniata alooe, but also upoo the recently formed aettlemeot of colored 
lobabitaots, and upoo that British population, wbo from situation, from the 
permission of the laws, and from their friendly feeling towards the aavagea, 
had always been engaged io heaping upoo them the most aubataotial beneita. 

That the ruio coosequeotly brought upon the frontier diatricts of thie 
colooy, bas beeo of so general a character, that your Majesty's petitioners 
cannot but expre88 their fear, that unless the national justice of Great 
Britain shall speedily iudemoify the colonists for their undetlerved and 
ruinoua Joasea, aod unleSB meuuree are devised io the wisdom of your Ma
jesty's government to ensure future aecurity, that maoy thouaaods of your 
Majesty'• 1111bjects will be reduced to poverty, or forced to fly from th,e 
colony ; that a large portion of your Majesty's dominioo1 may remaio a de
aert, and that the opening prospects of extending civilization and religion i11 
this quarter of Africa; to the advantage aod to the bonor of the Britiah 
empire, may be entirely obacured. 

That your Majesty's petitioners deem it their bounden duty as loyal sub
jects whoae most vital iotereata are oow at stake, and whoae futu,e proa• 
perity as colonists chiefly. depends upon thfl measures which may be hereafter 
punned upon the eastern frontier of this colooy, to state that it is their hum• 
hie but confirmed opinion, that all the measures adopted by your Majesty'• 
Governor of this colooy, Sir B. D'Urban, for repressing and punishing the 
late irruption of the Kafirs, are just and necessary, more particularly the 
removal of the hostile tribes beyond the "Great Kye," and the assumption 
of that river as the future boundary of the colony ; aod that the 11ettJement 
withiD that boundary and under British la.ws of the more peaceable and im• 
provable of the Kafir tribes, is (in the humble opinion of your Majesty's peti• 
tloners) better calculated than any measure hitherto devised to ensure the fu
ture security of the colony, and tq promote the aolid improvement of the Kdn. 

,That your Majesty's petitioners conddently believe that these meaauree, 
if duly supported·aod. improved by the adoption of adequate meuu.rea for 
the dill'usion of knowledge, in connection with the prompt ani rigid admiois
tratiou of internal as well as national justice upon the Kadr frontier, will 
confer great benefits upon this colony, and upon all the native tribes both 
withio and beyond the British territory ; will redeund to the advantage of 
England in the solid extension of trade, aad to the honor of your Majesty's 
goveroment,-and will directly contribute to the substantial good of civililla• 
tion and religion ; while from long experience of the evils atteadaot upon 
the location of a civilized people in immediate contact with lawless aavages. 
Your Majesty's petitioners would beg moat humbly but most solemnly to 
assure your Majesty, that the most opposite ell'ects would inevitably result, 
should tile defen1ible line of boundary now fortunately adopted be relin• 
quisbed, and the predatory tribes be again allowed acceu to the wooded and 
intricate country which they have so justly forfeited. 

That your Majesty's petitioners would lleg to express,their firm conviction, 
-tut the momentous all'airs of the eastern frontier of this colony can be no 
longer properly directed otherwise than by "A Chief Magistrate resident upon 
the .Ka.lir frontier, and. uniting in hie own hands, and directing the ci,il an4 
-military authority," as recommended in 18116 by Commiuionera of Inq•iry 
appointed by your Majesty's revered predeeessor. 
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That it ia the bumble but moat coddent belief of yourMajeaty'a petitionen, 
that tbemi1cbievou1 customs and predatory babite of the Kaflr tribeabave never 
bee11, oor can ever be, duly restrained by the power of their chiefs; ud that 
until they are at once coerced and protected by Just laws, and the enjoyment 
of legal rigbte, no people who are eubject to the reetraints imposed by civi• 
lized society, Call be aeeure in their immediate vicinity, and that they cu 
ae-.er be reclaimed from their savage habite, until the meau which may be 
empl_oyed toward& their civilization, are sustained ud assisted by the rigid 
adminiJ!tration of Justice. Your Majeety'• petitioDf'B would further beg moat 
bumbly to 88SUre your Majesty, that rational and practical me88ures for the 
improvement of the native race& will deri•e their beat support from the hearty 
co-opel'lltion of your Majesty's faithful subjects in this colony, who ha-.e a 
more•immedlateinterestintheirsuccessthanany other of their fellow eabjecta. 

That your Majesty's petitioners entertain the strongei,t conviction, that all 
the allegations set forth in this their bumble petition, would proYe, upon due 
inquiry, to be founded in troth, and ~eir humble requests to be baled upon 
justice, sound policy, and the dictates of subetantial ud practical humanity; 
aud that they would prove upon due examination to be no more than anch 
re880nable and moderate prayen, 88 it is the duty of loyal and attached sub
jects, in a remote but important point of your Majesty's dom1Dion1, toaddreu 
to your most gracious Majesty, in Cull confidence that the wisdom of your 
Majesty's Councils, and the justice of the British nation, will not refuse their 
prayers, until full and dispassionate enquiry. has proved to your Maje1ty'1 
satisfaction, that they ought not to be complied with, 

That your Majesty's petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray, that your 
Majesty will graciously condescend to command that due enquiry be made into 
the causes, whether proximate or remote, of the late Kalir irruption, and into 
the relative circumstances of the e88tern province of this colony, and the ad
jacent independent tribes; and that your Majesty will thereafter be graciously 
pleased to adopt such measures 88 may s~em to the wisdom of your Majesty's 
gonrnment best calculated to pacify and improve the native tribes, and to 
ensure the future security and prosperity of this settlement. 

And your Majesty's most bumble petitioners, and loyal and dutiful subjecta, 
will, as in duty bound, ever pray. (Signed by 864 individual,). 

Return <if e,timalld amount of Lou,s 1u11ain1d by the inhabitant, on th• FAlt,rn 
Ff'Onti,r, by the lal• Ka.fir Irruption, according lo Documenll in po11taion of 

· the Civil Commiaioner for Alb,my and SM11n-ut. 
Horses, 11,716, at £ Ii O O 
Catde, 11,980, ) 6 0 
Sheep and Goate, 161,930, 0 4 6 

f 200, 200 o ~ 
Houses Burnt, ~ 266, 100 0 0 
Household Goods, Cloth-l 200, 40 o o 
ing, &c. in Houses Burnt, S 266, SO O 0 
Houses Pillaged, SOO, SO O O 
Wagons, 68, 26 O O 

£ 28,676 0 0 
141,662 10 0 
16,484 0 0 
40,000 0 0 
26,oo't(,' 0 0 

8,000' 0 0 
7,680 ,o 0 
9,000 _ 0 .. 0 
1,411~ ·o o· 

£soo,401 10 o• 
• A return has been made by the CommiBBioner appointed by government, 

for the express purpoae of investigating the 1everal cases, in which the total 
amount of 1088 is estimated at £288,626 4 9; but 88 this return was made 
prior to that drawn up by the Civil Commissioner; and as the latter possesses 
much greater local knowledge of the cocu111Staooea · of the frontier inhabi
taots b,fore the war, than the latter, we give the foregoing atatementtbe de
cided prefereoce.-Eo. 
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LIST OF PERSONS 

Not belonging to the Army, wl10 have loll their Lives duri11g 

the late Kajir War. 

NAME. 

Albert Kirkmao, 
Stephen Buys, 

- Cramer, 
H. W. Henderson, 
Thomas Mahony, 
John Shaw, 

' Alexander Forbes, 
F. Silverhoorne, 
P. De Jager, 
J. Blakeway, 
N. Van der l\Ieuleo, 
J. T. Ferreira, 

, John Brown, 
Philip Whittaker, 
Samuel Webber, juo. 

Liebergeld, 
Carel Matthys, 
Willem l\(attbys, 
Cornelia Engelbrecht, 
A. H. De Lange, 

Newman, 
(A Deserter,) 
James War,ren, 
F. Dougal, 

- Kent, 
Budding, 

John Stamford, 
Robert Hodges, 
George Iles, 
Robert Rogers, 
Tobias Tbarratt, 

~ames Jubber, jun., 
Faber, 

- Cbipperfield, 
John Deatley, 
Mrs. Trollip, 
James Jenkins, 
Robert Raw !ins, 

- Titterton, 
J. Bilson, 
S. Turner, 
Robert Shaw, 

- Cane, 
John Greyling, 

' OCCUPATION. 
• 
Trader, 
Farmer, 
Laborer, 
Merch1rnt, 
Builder, 
Clerk, 
Farmer, 

" 
" 
" Schoolmaster, 

Farmer, 
Agent, 
Mason, 

From Orange River 
Farmer, 

" 

PLACE. 

Trompeter's drift, 22 Dec. 1854. 
Kat River, 22 ,, 
Near the Clay Pits, 2Sd ,, 
Clay Pits, 24th,, 
Clay Pits, 24th ., 
.Kap River, 24th ,, 
Irish Party 
·,Espag's, Fish River. 
New Year's River. 
Koroemo. 
New Year's River, 
Kowie Bush, 
Clay Pits, 

,, ,, 
Sunday's River, 
Near White's Fann. 
Zuurberg, 

" " ,, 
,, Koonap, 

Laborcr, ~Woodlands. 
Soldier, 75th Regt. ,, 
Kafir Trader, Mission Station, Dec. 23, 1834. 
Mason, . Zuurberg. 
Trader, Near Chumie. 

" 
" 
" 
" . 
" Messeng'!r, 

Laborer, 

Farmers, 

Laborer, 
Trader, 
Carpenter, 

Farmer, 
,. 

Farmer, 

" Near King William's Town. 
Eno's Country. 

Tyali's Country. 
Botha's Hill. 
Bathurst. 
Klip Plaats. 

Near Bathurst. 

Collett's J,'arm, 
Howard's Party. 
Tambookie Land, 
Trompeter's Drift. 

,, ,, 
Lushington Valley, 
Trompeter's Drift, 
Kafirland. 
Yellow-wood Trees. 
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